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have got no money to send you , but what of 
that'*— Mr Potion will take care of you* for 
the love he bears to me* and let you want 
^for nothing* and it shall go hard but 1 will 
kee him one day repaid No more at pre- 
sent* but rests, your dutifol ancle and servant 
till death, ** Thomas 

This letter (which, wfth the other, was 
dated from Port Louis* k Hispaniola) I had 
no sooner read, than the apqthecaTy, shaking 
his head, began : ** 1 have a very great regard 
for Mr Bovnmg* that’s certain, — and could 
be well content^but times are very hard ' 
There’s no such thing os money to be got— | 
• 1 believe ’tis all vanished under ground, fbr 
my part Besides, I have been out of pocket 
already* having entertained you since tiie 
beginning of this month without receiving a 
sixpence*— and God knows if ever I shall 
for I beheve it will go hard with your uncle 
And more than tliat, I was thinking of giving 
you warning, for 1 want your apartment for 
a new ’proulice, whom I expect irom the 
country every hour So I desire you will 
this week prov ide yourself with another lodg- 
ing ” The indignation which this harangue 
inspired, gave me spirits to support my re- 
verse of fortune, and to tell him, I despised 
his mean selfish dibposiliou so much* that I 
would starve rather tlian be beholden to him 
for one single meal TTpon which, out of my 
pocket-money* I paid him to the lust farthing 
of what 1 owed, and assured him I would 
not sleep another night under his roof This 
said* 1 sallied out in a transport of rage and 
sorrow , without knowing wWlier to fly ft>r 
shelter, having not one friend in the world 
capable of relieving mo, and only three shil- 
lings in my purs<' After giving woy fur a 
few minutes to the dictates of niy rage, I 
went and lured a small bed-room, at the rate 
of one shilling and sixpence per week, wlmh 
I w as obliged to pay per advance, before the 
landlord wmuld receive me Thither 1 re- 
moved my luggage; and next morning got 
up, with a view of craving the advice and 
assistance of a person who had on all occa- 
sions loaded me with caresses, and made 
frequent oftbrs of friendship, while I was 
under no necessity of accepting them He 
received mo willi bis wonted affobdity, and 
ir d on my breakfasting with him, a 
1 did not think fit to refuse 
Communicated the occasion of 
r • 1 O l^parcd BO discWerted. that I 

j ) \ vonderfuUy a^cted with the 

Sndiiion, and looked upon 
'he most extensive sympathy 

f j , , lie did not leave me long 

ij I O g iA n j MwI f 


regard to my leaving his honee, this pre- 
tended friend aflbeted a stare, and exclaimed, 

** Is it possible you could behave sp ill to the 
man who had treated you bo kindly all along*” 
^ 8UTpiai>e at heantig this was not at all 
amotea, whatever his might be; and I gave 
him to understand, with some warmth, tliat 
1 did not imagine he would so unreasonably 
espouse the cause of a scoundrel, who ought 
to be expelled from every social community 
This heat of mine gave him all the advantage 
be desired over mo ; and our discourse, after 
much altercation, concluded m his‘ desiring 
never to see me again in that place, to which 
desire 1 yielded my consent, assuring him, 
that had 1 been as well acquainted with tiis 
principles formerly as I was now% he never 
should have had an opportunity of making 
that request And thus we parted 
On my return, I met my comrade Squire 
Gawky, whom his father had sent some time 
ago to town, for his improvement in wntmg, 
dancing, fencing, and other modish qualifica- 
tions As 1 had lived with him, since his 
arrival, on the fiioting of our old intimacy, I 
made no scruple of informing him of the low- 
ness of my cirruiiistanccR, and asking a small 
supply of money, to answer my present ex- 
pense upon which he puUdl out a handful 
of half-pence, with a shilling or two among 
them, and swore that was sH he had to keep 
his pocket till next quarter-day, he having 
lost the greatest part of his allowance the 
night before at billiards Though this asser- 

tion might very well be true, I was extreme]) 

I mortified at his mdilfercnce , for he neither 
I expressed any sympathv ||^r iny mishap, noi 
I desire of alien lating my oislress , and, accord- ^ 
raglyt 1 foil him without uttenng one word 
but, when I afterwards understood that he 
was the pcFbon who had formerly betrayed 
me to the malice of my cousins, to whom 
likewise he liad carr^ the tidings of my 
forlorn situation, whiAt afforded them great 
matter of triumph and exultation, I &tor- 
niined with myself to coll him to a severe 
account, for which purpose 1 borrowed a 
sword, and wrote a challenge, desiring him 
teSmeet mo at a certain time and place, that 
r might have an opportunity of punishing his 
perfidy, at the expense of his blood. He 
accepted the invitation, and I betook myself 
to tbg field, thou^ not without (feeling con- 
siderable repugnance to the combat, which 
frequently attacked me m cold sweats by the 
way but the desire of revenge, the shame 
of retracting, and hope of conquest, con- 
spired to repel these unmanly symptoms of 
fear, and I appeared on the plain with a good 

bevotuf the 
ill pleased to 
t mo, because I 
of exposing his 
wn courage, and 
soever 1 should 
of the conse- 





20 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS 


quence Elated with these suggestions, 
which entirely banished all thoughts bf my 
deplorable condition, I went directly to Gaw- 
ky’s lodgings, where I was informed of his 
precipitate retreat, he having set out for the 
country in less than an hour after he had 
received my billet and I was vain enough to 
have the whole story inserted in the news, 
although I was fain to sell a ^oJd-laced hat 
to my landlord for less than naif price, to 
defray the expense, and contribute to my 
subsistence 

CHAPTER VII 

1 am entertained by Mr Crab — a descrip- 
tion of him — I acquire the art of surgery 
-consult Crab*s disposition — become 
necessary to him — an a< i ident happens — 
he advises me to launch out into the world 
— assists me with monty — I set out for 
London 

The fumes of my resentment being dissi- 
pated, as well a*? the v«mity of my success, I 
found myself deserted to all the horrors of 
extreme want, and avoided by mankind as a 
creature of a dHTerent species, or rather as a 
solitary being, nowise comprehended within 
the scheme or protection of Providence 
My despair had rendered me almost quite 
stiipided, when I was one day told, that a 
gentleman desired to sec me at a certain 
public-house, whither I immediately repaired, 
and was introduced to one Mr Laimcelot 
Crab, a surgeon ijj^town, who was engaged 
vith two more in drinking a liquor tailed 
pop*{nj composed by mixing a quartern of 
brand}?* with a quart of small-beor Before I 
relate the occasion of this message, I believe 
it w ill not be disagreeable to the reader, if 1 1 
describe the gcnllemwi who sent for me, and 
mention some circurnSaiices of his character 
and conduct, which may illustrate what fol- 
lows, and account for his behaviour to me 
This member of the faculty was aged fifty, 
about fi\e feet higli, and ten round the befly , 
his face was capseious as a full moon, a*id 
much of the complexion of a mulberry , his 
Tiott , resembling a powder-horn, was swelled 
to an enormous size, and studded all over 
with carbuncles , and his little grey ey^s re- 
flected the rays m such an oblique manner, 
that while he looked a person full in the face, 
one would have imagined he was admiring 
the buckle of his shoe He had long enter- 
tained an implacable resentment against 
Potion, who, though a young practitioner, 
was better employed than he, and once had 
the assurance to perform a cure, whereby he 
disappointed and disgraced the prognostic of 
the said Crab This quarrel, which was at 
one time upon the point of being made up by 
tlie interposition and mediation of fiiends, 
had been inflamed boyi)nd a po bibdi^y 


of reconciliation, by the respective waves of 
the opponents , who, chancing to meet at a 
christening, disagreed about precedence, pro- 
ceeded from invectives to blows, and were 
With great difficulty, by the gossips, preventdiT 
from converting the occasion of joy into a 
scene of lamentation 

The difference between these rivals wa^ 
in the height of rancour, when I received the 
message of Crab, who received me as civilly 
as I could have expected from one of his dis- 
position , and, after desiring me to sit, inquired 
into the particulars of my leaving the house ef 
Potion , which, when I had related, he said, 
with a malicious grin, — “ There’s a sneaking- 
dog * — I always thought him a fellow without, 
a soul, d — n me ' — a canting scoundrel, who 
has crept into bueineas by Im hypocrisy, and 
kissing the a — of every body ” ** Ay, av,” 
says another, “ one may see with hadf an eye 
that the rascal has no honesty in him, by his 
going so regularly to churih ” This sen- 
tence was confirmed by a third, \irho assured 
his companion, that Potion was never known 
to be disguised in liquor but once, at a meet- 
ing of the godly, where he had dHlinguished 
himself by an extempore prayer an hour long 
I After this preamble Crab addressed himsclt 
to me 111 these words “ Well, my lail, I 
have heard a good character of you and I’ll 
do for you Y'ou may send your things to 
my house when you please I have given 
orders for }our reception Zounds' what 
does the booby stare at"* — if you have no 
mind to embrace iny courteous ofic r, } >n 
may let it alone, and be d — d ” I answ^ red, 
with a submissive bow, that I was far from 
ro|ecting his friendly ofl>r, wdiich 1 would 
immediately accept, as soon ns he shouhl 
inform me on what footing 1 was to be enter- 
tained What footing ' d — n my blood,” 
cried he, “ d’ye expect to have a footnean 
and a couple of horses to be kept for you 
“ No, sir,” I replied, my expectations are 
not quite so sanguine That I may bf ,w 
little burdensome as possible, 1 would vvill- 
ingly serve in your shop, by which means I 
may save you the expense of a journeyman, 
or porter at least , for I understand a little 
pharmacy, having employed some of my 
leisure hours m the practice of that art w hih* 

I lived with Mr Potion neither am I alto- 
gether ignorant of surgery, winch I have 
studied with great pleasure and application ” 
“ O bo ' you did says Crab “ Gentlemer, 
here is a complete artist ' Studied surgery ' 
what, in books, 1 suppose 1 shall have you 
disputing with rnc one of these days on points 
of my profession You can already account 
for muscular motion (I warrant), and explain 
the mystery of the brain and nerves — ha ' 
You are too learned for me, d — n me But 
let’s hear no more of this stuff Can yoa 
bleed and give a clyster, spread a plaster, 
and prepare a potion Upon my answering 
in tlic affirmative, he shook his head, telling 
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me he believed he should have little gfood of 
me, for all my promises , but, however, be 
would take me in for the sake of charity 
I was accordingly that very night admitted 
to his house« and had an apartment assigned 
to me in the garret, which 1 was ^in to put 
up with, notwithstanding the mortification 
^ny pride suffered in this change of circum- 
stances I was soon convinc^ of the real 
motives which induced Crab to receive me 
in this manner for, besides the gratification 
of his revenge, by exposing the selhshness 
of his antagonist, in opposition to his own 
gcncrosii> , which was all affectation, hf had 
occasion for a young man who understood 
boinethmg of the profession, to fill up the 
, place of his eldest apprentice, lately dead, 
riot without violent suspicion of foal play from 
his master’s brutality The knowledge ot , 
this eircunistanec, together with his daily 
behaviour to his wife and the young appren- 
tice, did not at all contribute to my enjoying j 
my new situation with ease however, as 1 j 
did not perceive how 1 could bestow myself | 
to belter advantage, 1 rtsohed to study Crab’s | 
temper witli all the application, and manage 
It with all the address, in my powder And 
It was not long before I found out a strange 
peculiarity of humour, wliith governed his 
behaviour towards all his dependents I ob- 
served, when hi was pleased, he was such a 
niggard of his satisfaction, that, if his wife 
or bf rvants betrayed the least sjmptom of 
participation, he was offended to an insup- 
portable degree of c holer and fury, the c fleets 
i.»r winch they seldom failed to feel And, 
when his indignation was roused, subiu/ lon 
and boollnng always exasperated it beyond 
the houiidb ol reason and humanity I liiert- 
tore pur'.iied q contrary plan, and one da>, 
w'lien he honoured me with the names of 
ignorant wlielp and laz> raggarauffin, I boldly 
replu d, I was neither ignorant nor lazy, since 
I botli understood and performed my business 
as well as he could do for his soul , neither 
was It jiibl to call me raggarnuffin, for 1 had 
a whole coat on my back, and was descended 
fioiri a better family than any he could boast 
an alliance with lie gave tokens of great 
amazement at this assurance of mine, and 
shook his cane over m> head, regarding me 
all the time with a countenance truly diabo- 
lical Although I was terribly startled at his 
meriai ing looks and posture, I yet had reflec- 
tion enough left to convince me I had gone 
too far to retract, and that this was the criti- 
cal rirtnute winch must decide my future lot 
111 hiB service , I therefore snatched up the 
pestle of a mortar, and swore, ff he offered 
to strike me without a cause, f should see 
whether his skull or my weapon was hardest 
He continued silent for some time, and at 
last broke forth into these ejaculations 
** This IS fine usage from a servant to a mas- 
ter, — vety fine ’ — damnation ’—but no mat- 
tej, you shall paj for this, you dog, you shall 


ril do your business, — ^yos, yes. I’ll teach 
you to lift your hand against me ” So say- 
ing, he retired, and left me under dreadful 
apprehensions, which vanished entirely at 
our next meeting, when he behaved with 
unusual complacency, and treated me wuth a 
glass of punch after dinner By this con- 
duct, I got the ascendancy over him in a 
short time, and became so necessary to him, 
in managing his business while he was en- 
gaged at tlic bottle, that fortune began to 
wear a kinder aspect , and 1 console^ myself 
for the disregard of my former acqii^ntonce, 
with the knowledge I daily imbibed, by a 
close application to the duties of my employ- 
ment, in which I succeeded beyond my own 
expectation J was on very good terms with 
my master’s wife, whose esteem I acquired 
and cultivated, by representing Mrs Potion 
in the most ridiculous lights ni^ satirical 
talents could invent, as well as by rendering 
her some chnstion offices, when she had bcf3ii 
too familiar w ith the dram-bottlc, to which 
she had oftentimes recourse for consolation, 
under the affliction she suffered from a bar- 
barous husband In this manner 1 lived, 
without hearing the least tidwigs of ray uncle, 
for the space of two years, during wduch 
time I kept little or no compjmv, being nei- 
ther in a humour to relish, nor m a capacity 
to inaintjin, much acquaintance for the 
Nabal, my master, allowed me no wages, 
and the small perquisites of in} station scarce 
supplied me with tlie common nettssane*^ 
of hte I WMS no longer a pert unthinking 
coxorub, gidd} with popular applause, and 
elevated with the extravagance of hope ni} 
misfortunes had taught me •how little the 
f arcs&es of the world, during a man’s pros- 
penty are to be v allied by him , and how 
seriously and expeditiously he ought to set 
about making himself independent of them 
My present apjiearance, therefore, was the 
least of m} care, vv Inch was wholly engro«;«ed 
in laying up a stock of inslniction tliat might 
sei ure me against the caprice of fortune for 
the future I became such a sloven, and 
contracted such an air of aii‘;terit} , that ev erv 
bi^} pronounced me t rest-fallen , and Gawk} 
returned to town, without rupning any risk 
from my resentment, which was b} this time 
pretty much cooled, and restrained by pru- 
dential reasons so cffectuall} , that I never so 
much as thought of obtaining satisfaction for 
the injuries he had done me When 1 deemed 
myself sufficiently master of my business, J 
began to cast about for an opportunity of 
launching into the world, in hope of finding 
some provision that might make amends for 
the difficulties I had undergone , but, as this 
could not be effected without a small sum of 
mone/ to equip me for the field, I was in the 
utmost perplexity how to raise it, well know- 
ing that Crab, for his own sake, would never 
put me in a condition to leave him, w hen lus 
interest was so much concerned m mv stpv 
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But a email accident, which happened about 
this time, detennined him in my favour This 
was no other than the pregnancy of his maid> 
eervant, who declared her situation to me, 
assunng me, at the same time, tliat 1 was 
the occasion of it AlUiough I had no reason 
to question the truth of uiis imputation, 1 
was not Ignorant of the familiarities which 
had passed between her master and her, 
taking tlie advantage of which, I represented 
to her the folly of laying the burden at my 
door, when she might dispose of it to much 
better purpose, with Mr Crab She listened 
to iny advice, and next day acquainted him 
with the pretended success of their mutual 
endeavours He was far from being over- 
joyed at this proof of his aigour, which he 
foresaw' might have very troublesome conse- 
quences , not that he dreaded any domestic 
grumblings and reproaches from his wife, 
w'honi he kept in perfect subjection, but be- 
cause he knew it would furnish his rival Potion 
with a handle for insulting and undermining 
hts reputation , there being no scandal equal 
to that of uncleannoss, in the opinion of those 
who inhabit the part of the island where he 
lived He therefore took a resolution worthy 
of himself, which was to persuade the girl 
that she was not with child, but only afflicted 
with a disorder incident to young women, 
which he would easily remove With this 
view (as he pretended) he prescribed for her 
such medicines as he thought would iniallibly 
procure abortion , but, in this scheme, he was 
disappointed for the maid, being advertised 
by me of his design, and at the same time 
well acquainted with her own condition, 
absolutely refue^d to follow his directions, 
and threatened to publish her situation to the 
world, if he would not immediately take some 
method of providing for the important occa- 
sion, which she expected in a few months 
It was not long before I guessed the result 
of his deliberation, by his Sidressing himself 
to me, one day, in this manner — “I am 
surprised that a young fellow like you dis- 
covers no inclination to push his fortune in 
the world Before I was of your age, I was 
broiling on the coast of Guinea Damme, 
what’s to hinder you from profiting by tfic 
war, which will certainly be declatcd in a 
short time against Spain'* You may easily 
get on board of a king’s ship, in quality of a 
surgeon’s mate , where you will certainly see 
a great deal of practice, and stand a good 
chance of getting prixe-moncy ” 1 laid hold 
of this declaration, which 1 had long wished 
lor, and assured him I would follow his ad- 
vice with pleasure, if it w'as in my power , 
but that It was impossible lor me to embrace 
an opportunity of that kind, as 1 had no friend 
to advance a little money to supply me with 
what necessaries 1 should want, and defray 
the expenses of my journey to London He 
told ratf that few necessanes were required , 
and as for the expense of my journey, he 


would lend me money sufficient not only for 
that purpose, but also to maintain me com- 
fortably in London, until 1 should procure a 
warrant for my provision on board of some 
ship I gave him a tliousand thanks for ins 
obliging offer (although I was very well ap- 
prised of his motive, which was no other 
than a design to lay Uie bastard to my charge,^ 
after my departure), and accordingly set out 
in a few weeks for London , my whole for- 
tune consisting of one suit of clothes, half a 
dozen of ruffied shirts, as many plain, two 
pairs of worsted, and a like number of thread 
stoclan^, a case of pocket instruments, a 
small edition of Horace, Wiseman’s Surgery, 
and ten guineas in cash, for which Crab took 
my bond, bearing five per cent interest , at 
the same time giving me a letter to the mem- 
ber of parliament for our town, which, he 
said, w'ould do my business effectually 


CHAPTER VIII 

I arrive at NewcaUle — meet with my old 
school -fellow Strap — we determine to 
walk together to London — set out on our 
journey — put up at a solitary ale-house — 
are disturbed by a strange adventure in 
the night 

Tiibre IB no such convenience as a w'agon 
m this country, and my finances were too 
weak to support the expense of hiring a 
horse , 1 determined, therefore, to sot out 
w'lth the earners who transport goods from 
one pld< e to another on horseback , and this 
sthenie I accordingly put in cxecurtioti on 
the first day of No\ ember 1730, sitting upon 
a pack-saddle between two baskets, one of 
winch contained my goods in a knapsac k 
But, by the time we arrived in Ncwcnstlo- 
upon-Tync, I was so fatigued with the tedious- 
ness of the carnage, and benumbed witli the 
coldness of the weather, that I resolved to 
travel the rest of my journey on foot, rather 
than proceed in such a disagreeable manner 
The ostler of the inn at winch w'e put up, 
understanding 1 was bound for London, ad- 
vised me to take my passage in a collier, 
which would be both cheap and expeditious, 
and withal much easier than to walk upwards 
of three hundred miles through deep roads m 
the winter time, a journey which, he be- 
lieved, I had not strength enough to perform 
1 was almost persuaded to take his advice, 
when, one day, stepping into a barber’s shop 
to be shaved, the you^ man, while he lathered 
iny face, accosted me thus — “ Sir, I pre- 
sume you i&e a Scotchman ” I answered 
in the affirmative “ Ptay,” continued he, 
“ from what part of Scotland — I no sooner 
told him, than he discovered great emotion, 
and not confining his operation to my chin 
1 and upper lip, besmeared my whole face with 
; great agitation I was so offended at this 
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profusion, that, starting up, 1 asked him what 
the d — I he meant by usings me so^ He 
begged pardon, telluig me his joy at meeting 
with a countryman had occasioned some con- 
fusion m bun , and craved my name But 
when 1 declared my name was Random, he 
exclaimed, in a rapture, — “ How ' Rory 
•Random The same, 1 replied, looking at 
him with astonishment “ What,” cned he, 
“ don’t you know your old school-fellow, 
Hugh Strap **” At Uiat instant, recollectmg 
his face, 1 flew into his arms, and, in the 
transport of my joy, gave him back one half 
of the suds he had so lavishly beston^d on , 
my countenance , so that we made a very 
‘ludicrous appearance, and furnished a great 
deal of mirth for his master and shopmates, 
wlio were witnesses of this scene When 
our mutual caresses were over, I sat down 
again to be shaved , but the poor fellow’s 
nerves were so di<-compo8Gd by this unex- 
pected meeting, that his liand could scarcely 
liold the razor, with which, nevertheless, he 
found means to cut me in three places, in us 
iiidiiy strokes His master, perceiving his 
disorder, bade another supply his place, and, 
after the operation was performed, gave 
Strap leave to pass the rest of the day with 
me We retired immediately to mv lodg- 
ings, where, calling for some beer, I desired 
to be informed of his adventures, which con- 
tained nothing more, than that his master 
d^ing lielorc his time was out, he had come 
to Neweiistle about a year ago, m expectation 
of |ourney-work, along with three young 
fellow s of his acnuaintance who wwked in 
the keels , that he bad the good fortune of 
being employed by a ver\ civil master, with 
whom he intended to stay till the spring, at 
which time he proposed to go to London, 
wdiere he did not doubt of finding encourage- 
ment When I conim'injcatcd to him my 
Mluatioii and design, he did not approve of 
iny taking a passage by sea, bv reason of tlie 
danger of a wniiter voyage, which is very 
ha/aruoiis along that coast, as well as the 
orecanoiisiiess of the wind, which might 
jiofebibly detain me a great while, to the no 
binall detriment ot iny fortune whereas, if I 
would ventuie by land, lie yoiild bear me 
company, i arry my baggage all the way, and, 
it WL should he fatigued before we could per- 
form all the journey, it would be no hard 
matter for us to find on the road either letum- 
ing horses or wagons, of which we might 
take the advantage lor a very trifling expense 
1 was so ravished at this proposal, that 1 
embraced him affectionately, and assured him 
he might command my purse to the last farth- 
ing , blit he gave me to understand, he had 
saved money sufficient to answer hib own 
occasions , and that he had a friend in Lon- 
don, who would soon introduce him into 
business m that capital, and might possibly 
have it in his power to serve me also 

Having concerted the plan, and settled our 
48* 


affairs that night, we departed next morning 
by day-break, armed with a good cudgel each 
(my companion being charged with the fur- 
niture of us both, crammed into one knap- 
sack), and our money sewed between the 
Iming and w'^aistband of our breeches, except 
some loose silver for our immediate expense 
on the road We travelled all day at a round 
pace, but, being ignorant of the proper stages, 
were benighted at a good distance from any 
inn, so that we were compelled to take up 
our lodging at a small hedge ale-house, that 
stood on a by-road, about half a l^iile from 
jthe high-way there we found a pedlar of 
our own country, m whose company w^e 
regaled ourselves with bacon and eggs, and 
a glass of good ale, before a comfortable hre, 
conversing all the while very sociably with 
tlio landlord and his daughter, a hale buxom 
lass, who entertained us with great good 
humour, and m whose affection 1 was vain 
enough to believe 1 had made some progress 
About eight o’clock, vve were all three, at 
our own desire, shown into an apartment, 
furnished with two beds, in one of urhich 
Strap and 1 betook ourselves to rest, and the 
pedlar oicupied the otlier, though not before 
he had nniyed a considerable time extempore, 
searched into every corner of the room, and 
fastened the door on the inside with a strong 
iron strew, w'hich he earned about with him 
for that use I slept v ery sound till midnight, 
wdien I was disturbed by a v lolcnt motion of 
the bed, w^hich shook under me with a con- 
tinu il tremor Alarmed at tins plicuonieuoM 
I logged my companion, whom, to my no 
small astoni'ihmeiit, I found drenched ni 
•^weat, and quaking through every limb lit 
told me, With a low fdultermg voice, that \\c 
were undone, tor there was a bloody high- 
wayman loaded with pistols in the next room 
then bidding me make as little noise as possi- 
ble, he directed me to a small chink in the 
board partition, through which I could see a 
thick-set lirawny fellow, with a fierce coun- 
tenance, sitting at a table with our young 
landlady, having a bottle of ale and a brace 
of pistols before him 1 listened \v ith great 
attention, and heard him sav, in a terrible 

tone — “ I) — n that son of a b Smack the 

coachman *— ‘he has served me a fine trick, 
indeed * — ^biit d — n — n seize me, if I don t 
make him repent it ’ I’ll teach the scoundrt i 
to give intelligence to others, while he k 
under articles with me ” Our landladv en- 
deavoured to appease this exasperated rob 
ber, by saying he might be mistaken in Smack 
who perhaps kept no correspondence wntli 
the other gentleman that robbed his coach , 
and that, if an accident had disappointed him 
to-day, he might soon find opportunity enough 
to atone foa his lost trouble “ I’ll tell th( c 
wiat, my dear Bet,” replied he, “ I never 
had, no/evor shall, while my name is Rifle, 
have such a glorious booty as 1 missed lo-dav 
Z — ds' there was 4001 in cash to recruit 
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men for the kingf’s service, besides the jewels, 
watches, swords, aud money belongfingf to 
the passengers Had it been my fortune to 
have got clear off witli so much treasure, I 
would have purchased a commission in the 
army, and made you an officer’s lady, you 
jade, I would ” “ Well, well,” cries Betty, 
** we must trust to Providence for tliat But 
did you find nothing worth taking which 
escaped the other gentleman of the road 
“ Not much, faith,” said the lover; “ I gleaned 
a few things, such as a pair ot pops, silver 
mounted (here they are), I look tnem loaded 
trorn the captain who had the charge of the 
money, together with a gold watch which 
he had concealed in his breeches I like- 
wise found ten Portugal pieces m the shoes 
of a quaker, whom the spirit moved to revile 
me with OTcat hitterncbs and devotion , but 
what 1 value myself mostly for, is this here 
})urchase, a gold snuff box, my girl, with a 
picture on the inside of the lid, which I untied 
out of the tail of a pretty lady’s smock ” 
Here, as the devil would have il, the ped- 
lar snored so loud that the highwayman, 
snatching his pistols, started up, crying, 
“ Hell and d — — n ’ I am betrayed ♦ Who’s 
that in the next room'*” Mrs Betty told 
him he need not be uneasy , there wore only 
three poor wearied traiellcrs, who, missing 
the road, had taken up tlicir lodging in the 
house, and were asleep long ago ‘‘"Travel- 
lers says he, “ spif s, you b — i li ’ But no 
matter, 111 send them all to hell in an m- 
stant’* He accordingly ran towards our 
door , when his bwootheart interposing, 
assured him there w as only a couple of poor 
young Scotchmen, who were too raw and 
Ignorant to give him the least cause of sus- 
picion , and the third was a presbytenan ped- 
lar of the same nation, wdio had often lodged 
in the house before This declaration satis- 
fied the thief, who swoic he was glad there 
was a pedlar, for he wanted some linom 
Then, in a jovial manner, he put about the 
glass, mingling liis discourse to Betty witli 
< aresses and familiarities, that spoke him 
\ery happy m Ins amours During that part 
ot the conversation which regarded us, Strap 
liad crept under the bed, where he lay in tfe 
agonies of fear, so that it was with great 
diffiiulty I persuaded him our danger was 
over, and prevailed on him to awake the ped- 
lar, and inform him of what he had seen and 
heard This itinerant merchant no sooner 
felt somebody shaking him by the shoulder, 
than he started up, called, as loud as he could, 
“ Thieves, thieves ’ — Lord have mercy upon 
US'” And Rifle, alarmed at this exclama- 
tion, jumped up, cocked one of his pistols, 
idd turned towards the door, to kill the first 
'TOan that sliould enter , for he verily believed 
himself beset, when his dulcin^, after an 
immoderate fit of laughter, persuaded him 
that the poor pedlar, dreaming of thieves, had 
only cned out m his sleep Meanwhile, my 


comrade had undeceived our fellow-lodger, 
and informed him of his reason for disturbing 
him , upon which, getting up softly, he peeped 
through the hole, and was so terrified with 
what he saw, that, falling down on his bare 
knees, he put up a long petition to heaven, 
to deliver him from the hands of that ruffian, 
and promised never to defraud a customei 
for the future of the value of a pin’s point, 
provided he might be rescued from the pre- 
sent danger Whether or not hib disburthcn- 
ing his conscience afforded him any case, I 
know not, but he slipped into bed again, and 
lay very quiet, until the robber and his mis- 
tress owere asleep, and snored in concert, 
then, rising softly, he untied a rope that was . 
round his pack, which making fast to one 
end of it, he opened the window' with as little 
noise os possible, and lowered liib goods mt(f 
the yard with great dexteiity then he moved 
gently to our bedside, and bade us farewell, 
telling us, that, as we run no risk, we might 
take our rvbt w'lth great confidence, and in 
the morning assure tl«? landlord that wc knew 
nothing ot his escape , and, lastly, shaking 
us by tlic hands, and wibhnig us all manner 
of success, he let himself drop from the win- 
dow without any danger, for the ground was 
not above a yai u from las feet a^* he hung on 
the outside Although 1 did not think pro- 
per to accompany him in his fl glit, I was not 
at all free from aj)prchcub 40 ii, w hen I refletted 
on what nnglit be the effect of the highwo’^ - 
man’s disappointment, he certainly in- 
tended to make free with the pedlar’s w arc 
Neither was my companion at more ease in 
his mind , but, on the contrary, so pobsessi d 
w'lth the dreadful idea ot Rifle, that he soli- 
cited me fatrongly to follow oiir countryman’s 
example, and so elude the fatal resentmeni 
of that terrible adventurer, who would cer- 
tainly wreak his vengeance on us, as accom- 
plices of the pedlar’b elojiement But 1 
represented to him the Uonger of giving Riflt 
cause to think we knew hib profession, and 
suggested, tJiat, if ever he should meet es , 
ogam on the road, he wmuld look upon us as 
dangerous acquaintance, and find it his inter- 
est to put Ub out of the way I told him 
withal iny confidence in Betty s good nature, 
in which ho acquiesced, and, during tin 
remaining part of the night, we concerted a 
proper method of behaviour, to render us 
unsuspected in the morning 
It was no sooner day, than Betty, entering 
our chamber, and perceiving our window' 
imen, tiled out, — “Ods bobs' sure )ou 
Scotchmen must have hot constitutions, ti» 
lie all night with the window open, in such 
cold weather” I feigned to s^art out of 
sleep, and, withdrawing the curtain, called, — 
What’s the matter'*” When she show'ed 
me, I affected surprise, and said, — “ Bless 
me ♦ the window was shut when we went to 
bed ” “ I’ll be hanged,’^ said she, “ if Saw- 
ney Waddle the pedlar has not got up in a 
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dream and done it, for I heard him veiy 
obstropulous in his sleep Sure 1 put a 
chamber-pot under his bed With these 
words she advanced to the bed in which he 
lay, and, finding the sheets cold, exclaimed, — 
*^Good lack a daisy > the ro^e is fled *’* 
** Fled cned 1, with feigned amaxement, 
” God forbid * — Sure he has not robbed us ” 
Then springing up, I laid hold of my breeches, 
and emptied all my loose money into my 
hand, which having reckoned, I said, — 
Heaven be praised, our money is all safe — 
Strap, look to the knapsack ” He did so, 
and found all was right Upon which we 
asked, with seeming concern, if he had^tole 
nothing belonging to the house » — “ No, no,** 
replied she, * he has stolen nothing but his 
reckoning which, it seems, this pious ped- 
lar had forgot to discharge, in the midst of 
Ins devotion Betty, after a moment’s pause, 
It ithdrew , and immediately we could liear 
her waken Rifio, who no sooner heard of 
Waddle’s flight, than he jumped out of bed 
and dressed, venting a thousand execrations, 
and vowing to murder the pedlar, if ever he 
bhould set eyes on him again — “ for,” said 
lie, ** the scoundrel has bj this time raised 
the hue and cry against me ” Havingdressed 
himself in a herrv. he mounted his horse, 
find for that time nd us of his company, and 
a thousand fears that were the consequence 
of It Willie we were at breakfast, Betty 
eiidi avourtd, by aU lh(‘ cunning she was 
mistress of, lo lea.it whether or not v\e sus- 
pected our fellow-lodger, whom we saw take 
horse , hill as wo \.^cre <jh our guard, w e an- 
bwered her blv questions with a bimphcity 
she c ould not distrust, when, all of a sudden, 
w c he urd the trampling of a horse’s feet at 
the door Thib noihe alarmed Strap so much, 
whose unagiimt.on was wdiolly engrossed by 
tlie image of Kifle, \Mth a countenance 
a^ pale as milk, he ern il, — “ () Lord * there’s 
the highw^avinaii returned Our landlady, 
blaring at tliese words, said, — “ What high- 
wayman, young man ^ — do you think any 
highw ay men harbour here Though I was 
\ery much disconcerted at this piece of indis- 
cretion in Strap, I had presence of mind 
enough to tell her we had met a horseman 
tlie day before, whom Strap had foolishly 
supposed lo be a highwayman, because he 
rode with pistols , and tliat he had been ter- 
rified at the sound of a horse’s feet e\er 
since She forced a smile at the ignorance 
and timidity of my comrade , but I could per- 
ceive (not without great concern) that tins 
account w as nut at all satisfactory to her 


CHAPITER IX 

We proceed m our journey — are overtaken 
by a bighwaymant who fires at Straps 
ts prevented from shootmg me by a com^ 
pony of horsemen^ who ride in pursuit 


of him — Strap is put to bed at an inn — 
adventures at that inn 

Aftab having paid our score, and taken leave 
of our hostess, who eminraced me tenderly 
at parting, we proceeded on our journey, 
blessing ourselves that we had come off so 
well we had not walked above five miles, 
when we observed a man on horseback ^al- 
lopmg after us, whom we m a short time 
recognised to be no other than the formida- 
ble hero who had already given us so mneh 
vexation He stopped hard by me, g^d asked 
if 1 knew who he was My astonishment had 
disconcerted me so much, that 1 did not hear 
his question, which he repeated with a volley 
of oaths and threats , but 1 remained as mute 
as before Strap, seeing my discomposure, 
fhll upon his knees in the mud, uttering, with 
a lamentable voice, these words — “For 
C — St’s sake, have mercy upon us, Mr Rifle, 
— ^we know yon very well ” “ Oho *” cried 
the thiefj “ you do» — but you never shall bf 
evidence against mem this world, you dog»” 
So saying, he drew a pistol, and fired it at 
the unfortunate 8ha\er, who fell fiat upon the 
ground, without speakmg one word My* 
comrade’s fate, and iny own situation, nvet- 
ted me to the plar e w here 1 stood, deprived 
of all sense and rcfloctiun , so that I did not 
make the least attci ipt either to run awa\ , 
or deprecate tlie wrath of this barbarian, who 
^•napped a second p'stol at me , but before he 
had time to prime again, perceiving a com- 
pany of horsemen coming up, he rode oft* and 
loft me standing motionle‘^s a.** a btatuo i 
w li’ch posture I w^ab found by those whosr 
appearance had saved my life This roin- 
pany c onsisted of three men in livery, w ell 
armed, with an officer, w^hti (as I afterw'ards 
learned) wms the person from whom Rifle 
bad taken the pocket pistols the dav before , 
and who, making known his misfortune to a 
nobleman he mot on the road, and assuring 
him his non-resistance w’^as altogether owing 
to his consideration for the ladies in the coach, 
procured the assistance of his lordship’s ser- 
vantb to go 111 quest of tlie plunderer Tina 
holiday captain scampered up to me witii 
gl^at address, and asked w ho flred the pistol 
which he had heard As I had not vet reco\ - 
ered my reason, he, before I could answer, 
observed a body lying on the ^ound , at w^hich 
sight his colour changed, and he pronounced, 
with a faultenng tongue, — “Gentlemen, 
here’s murder committed ’ let us alight ’ 

“ No, no,” said one of his followers, “ let u** 
rather pursue the murderer Which wav 
went he, young man *” By this time I had 
recollected myself so &r as to tell them, that 
he could not be a quarter of a mile before 
and to beg of one of tliem to assist me m con- 
vey mg the corpse of myfnendtothe ne\^ 
hotse, in order to its being interred I’iie 
captain, foreseemg that, m case he should 
pursue* he must soon come to action, began 
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to curb his horse, and give him the spur at present went to dancing in the yard While 
the same time, which treatment making the we were agreeably amused in this manner, 
creature rear up and snort, he called out Ins our musician, spying a horseman riding to- 
horse was frightened, and would not proceed, wards the mn, stopped all of a sudden, crying 
at the same time wheeling him round and out, — “ Gad so » gentlemen, I beg your par- 
round, strokmg his neck, whistling and wheed- don , there’s our dog of a doctor coming info 
Img him with — “ sirrah, sirrah, gently, gen- the inn ” He immediately concealed his 
tly,’^ &c Zounds cned one of the ser- instrument, and ran towards the gate, where 
vants, “ sure my lord’s sorrel is not resty *” he took hold of the vicar’s bridle, and helped 
With these words he bestowed a lash on his him off, inquinng^very cordially into the state 
buttocks, and sorrel, disdaining the rein, of his health This rosy son of the church 
sprung forward with the captain at a pace (who might be about the age of fifty) having 
that woqM have soon brought him up with lighted, and entrusted the curate with hib 
the robber, had not the girth (happily for lum) horse, stalked with great solemnity into the 
given way, by which means he landed m the kitcH^n, where, sitting down by the fire, he 
dirt ’ and two of his attendants continued called for a bottle of ale and a pipe, scarce 
their pursuit, without mindmg his situation deigning an answer to the submissive ques- 
Meanwhilc, one of the three, who remained tions of tliose who inquired about tile welfare 
at my desire, turning the body of Strap, m of his family While he indulged himself in 
order to see the wound which had killed him, this state, amidst a profound silence, the 
found him still warm, and breathing , upon curate approaching him with great reverence, 
which I immediately let him blood, and saw asked if he would not be pleased to honour 
limi, with inexpressible joy, recover , he hav- us with his company at dinner'* To which 
mg received no other wound than what his interrogation he answered in the negative, 
fear had inflicted Having raised him upon paying, he had been to visit Squire Bumpkin, 
Ills legs, we walked together to an inn, about who had drank himself into a higli fever at 
half a mile from the place, where Strap, who the last assizes , and that lie had, on lea\ing 
was not quite recovered, went to bed , and, his own house, told Betty he should dine at 
in a little tune, the tlurd servant returned home Accordingly, when lie had made an 
with the captain’s horse and furniture, leav- end of his bottle and pipe, he rose and moN ed 
mg him to crawl after as well as he could with prolatical dignity to the dopr, where 
This gentleman of the bword, upon his ar- his ioiirne>man stood ready with his nag 
iival, complained grievously of the bruise He had no sooner mounted, than the face- 
occasioned by his fall and, on the recom- tious curate ( oming into the kitchen held 
inendation of the servant, who warranted forth in th^s manner , “ There the old ras- 
\ny ability, I was employed to bleed him, cal goes, and the l go with him You 
for which service he rewarded me with lialf see how the world wags, gentlemen By 
a crown Gad, this rogue of a vicar does not deserve 

The time between this event and dinner, I to live , and yet he has two livings wortJi 
passed 111 observing a game at cards between Jb400 per annum, while poor I am tain to d(» 
two farmers, an exciseman, and a young fel- all his drudgery, and ride twenty miles every 
low in a rusty gown and cassock, wdio, as I Sunday to preach, for what « why, truly, for 
afterwards understood, w^as curate of a ncigli- X20 a-year 1 scorn to boast of my own 
louring parish It was easy to perceive that qualifications but — comparisons are odious 
the match was not equal, and that the two I should be glad to know how this swag- 
farmers, who were partners, had to do with bellied doctor deserves to be more at case 
a couple of sharpers, who stript them of all than roe He can loll m his elbow chair at 
their cash in a very short time But what home, indulge himself in the best of victuals 
surpnsed me very much was, to hear this and wine, and en]oy the conversation of Betty, 
clergyman icpiy to one of the countrymeh, his housekeeper You understand me, gen- 
who seemed to suspect foul play, in "these tlemcn Betty is the doctor’s poor kins- 
w ordb , — “ D — n me, friend, d’ye question w oman, and a pretty girl she is , but no matter 
mv honour — I did not at all wonder to find for that — ay, and a dutiful girl to her parents, 
a cheat in canonicals, this being a character whom she visits regulaily every year though, 
frequent m my ow n country , but I was scan- 1 must own, I could never learn m wliat 
dalized at the indecency of his behaviour, countiy they iive—my service t’ye, gentle- 
w hich appeared in the oaths he swore, and men ” By this time dinner being ready, I 
the bawdy songs which he sung At last, to waked my companion, and we ate all together 
make araends, in spme sort, for the damage with gieat cheerfulness When our meal 
he had done to the unwary boors, he pulled was 6nded, and every man’s share of the 
out a fiddle from the lining of his gown, and, reckoning adjusted,^ the curate went out on 
promising to treat them at dinner, began to pretence of some necessary occasion, and 
play most melodiously, singmg in concert all mounting his horse, left the two farmers to 
the while This good humour of the parson satisfy the host m the best manner they could 
inspired the tiubmpany with 60 much glee, that We were no sooner informed of this piece 
the farmers soon forgot their losses, and all I of finesse, than the exciseman, who had been 
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silent hitherto, be^ to open with a malicious 

f nn — “ Ay, ay, uua is an old tnck of Shuffle 
could not help smiling when he talked of 
treating You must know this is a very 
curious fellow He picked up some scraps 
of learning while he served young Lord 
Trifle at the university But what he most 
Excels m IS pimping No man knows his 
talents better timn I, fpr I was valet-de- 
chanibre to Squire Tattle, an intimate com- 
panion of Shuffle’s lord He got himself 
into a scrape, by pawning some of his lord- 
ship’s clothes, on which account he was 
turned aw ay , but, as he was acquaintedewith 
some particular circumstances of my lord’s 
conduct, lie did not care to exasperate him 
too muck tind so made interest for his re- 
ceiving orders, and afterwards recommended 
liim to the curacy which he now enjoys 
However, the fellow cannot be too much 
admired for his dexterity m making a com- 
iurtable liveliJiood, in spite of such a small 
allowance You hear he plays a good stick, 
and IS really diverting in company These 
qualifications make iiiin agreeable where\er 
he goes , and, as for playing at cards, there 
is not a man within three counties a match 

for him j the truth is, he is a d ble c heat, 

and can shift a card w'lth such address, that 
it IS impossible to discover him ” Here he 
w'as interrupted by one of the farmers, who 
asked why he had not justice enough to ac- 
quaint them with these particulars jbefore 
they engaged in play * The exciseman re- 
plied without any hesitation, that it was none 
of )ii«> business to intermeddle between man 
and man , besides, lie did not know they 
were ignorant of Shuffle’s character, w^hicfi 
was notorious to the wh'ile country This 
did not biilibfy the other, w^ho taxed him with 
abetting and assisting the curate’s knavery, 
and ins sted on having his «ibare of the win- 
nings returned tins demand the exciseman 
as posit i\oly refused, affirming, that whatso- 
(»ver blights Shuffle might practice on other 
Of cdfaioiK?, he was very certain that he had 
pl.iyed on the square with them, and would 
answer it before any bench in Christendom , 
60 saying, he got up, and having paid his 
reckoning, sneaked off The landlord thrust- 
ing his neck into the passage to see if he 
was gone, shook lus head, saying, — “ Ah » 
Jjord help us, if every sinner was to have his 
deserts Well, we victuallers must not dis- 
oblige the excisemen But 1 know what — 
if parson Shuffle and he were weighed to- 
gether, a straw thrown into either scale, 
w ould make the balance kick the beam But, 
masters, this is under the rose,” continued 
Boniface, with a whisper 


CHAPTER X 

The htghDoyman u taken — we are detained 
as evidence against him — proceed to the 
3X* 


next vtUage^he escapes — we arrive at 
another tnn, where we go to bed — in the 
night we are awaked by a dreadful 
venturer-next night we lodge at th^ 
house of a schoolmaster — our treatment 
there 

Stbap and I were about to depart on our 
journey, when we perceived a crowd on the 
roafl, coming towards us, shouting and hal- 
looing all the way As it approached, we 
could discern a man on horseback in the 
middle, with his hands tied behind hibi, whom 
We soon knew to be Rifle This highway- 
man not being so well mounted as the two 
servants who went in pursuit of him, was 
soon overtaken, and, after having discharged 
his pistols, made prisoner without any further 
opposition They were carrying him in tri- 
umph, amidst the acclamations of tlie coun- 
try people, to a justice of peace m a neigli- 
bouniig village, but stopped at out inn to 
join their companion, and take refreshment 
When Rifle was dismounted, and placed in 
he yard, within a circle of peasants armed 
with pitchforks, I was ama/ed to see what a 
pitiful dejected fellow he now appeared, who 
had but a tew hours before filled me with 
such terror and confusion My companion 
was so much encouraged by this alteration 
in his appearance, that, going up to the thief, 
he presented his clenched fists to bis nose, 
and declared he would either cudgel or box 
with him fur a guinea, which he immediately 
produced, and begun to strip, but was dis- 
suaded from this adventure by me, who re- 
presented to him the folly of the undertaking, 
ab Rifle was now in the hands of justice, 
which would, no doubt, give us all satisfac- 
tion enough But what made me repent of 
our impertinent curiosity, was our being 
detained by the captors as evidence against 
him, when we were just going to set forw ard 
However, there was no remedy , we were 
obliged to comply, and, accordingly, joined 
m tlie cavalcade, which luckily took the same 
road that we had proposed to follow About 
the twilight we arrived at the place of our 
d^tination , but as the justice was gone to 
visit a gentleman in the country, with whom 
(we understood) he would probably stay all 
night, the robber was confined in an empty 
garret, three stories liigh, from which it 
seemed impossible for him to escape This, 
levertheless. Was the case , for next morning, 
when they went up stairs to bnng him before 
the justice, the bird was flown, having got 
out at the window upon the roof, from whence 
fie continued his route along the tops of the 
adjoining houses, and entered another garret 
wincowv where he skulked until the faniil) 
were asleep, at which time he ventured dou n 
stairs, and let himself out by the street door, 
whicn was found open This event was a 
great disappointment to those that appro- 
bended him, who were flushed with hopes of 
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the reword , but gave me great joy, as I was 
permitted now to continue my journey, with- 
Iput any further molestation - Resolving to 
make up for the small progress we had hith- 
erto made, we this day travelled with great 
vigour, and before night reached a market- 
town, twenty miles from the place from 
whence we set out in the morning, without 
meeting any adventure worth notice Here, 
having taken up our lodging at an mn, I 
found myself so fatigued, that I began to 
despair of performing our journey on foot, 
and desired Strap to inquire if there were 
any wagon, return horses, or other cheap 
carnage in this place, to depart for London 
next day He was informed that the wagon 
from Newcastle to London had halted there 
two nights ago , and that it would be an easy 
matter to overtake it, if not the next day, at 
farthest the day after the next This piece 
of news gave us some satisfaction , and, after 
having made a hearty supper on hashed mut- 
ton, we were shown to our room, which con- 
tained two beds , the one allotted for us, and 
the other for a very honest gentleman, who, 
we were told, was then dnnkmg below 
Though we could have very well dispensed 
with his company, we were glad to submit to 
this disposition, as there was not another bed 
empty in the house , and, accordingly, went 
to rest, after having secured our baggage 
under the bolster Ab^out two or three o'clock 
in the morning, 1 was waked out of a very 
profound sleep, by a dreadful noise in the 
chamber, which did not fiul to throw me into 
an agony of consternation, when 1 heard 
these words pronounced with a terrible voice 
— “ Blood and wounds ' run the halbert into 
the guts of him that's next you, and I’ll blow 
the other’s brains out presently ” This 
dreadful salutation had no sooner reached the 
ears of Strap, than, starting out of bed, he 
ran against somebody m the dark, and over- 
turned him m an instant , at the same time 
bawling out, — “ Fire ’ murder » fire — a cry 
which in a moment alarmed the whole house, 
and tilled our chamber with a crowd of naked 
people When lights were brought, the 
occasion of all this disturbance soonappearer’, 
winch was no other than our fellow-lodger, 
wnom we found lying on the floor scratching 
his head, with a look testifying the utmost 
astonishment at the concourse of appantions 
that surrounded him This honest gentle- 
man was, it seems, a recruiting seijeant, who 
having listed two country fellows over night, 
dreamed they had mutinied, and threatened 
to murder him and the drummer who was 
along with him This made such an im- 
pression on his imagination, that he got up 
in hiB sleep, and expressed himself as above. 
When our apprehension of danger vanished, 
the company beheld one another with great 
Burpnse and mirth , but what attracted the 
notice of every one, was our landlady, with 
nothing on but her shift and a large pair of 


buckskin breeches, with the backside* before, 
which she had slipped on in the hurry, and 
her husband, With her petticoat about his 
shoulders one had wrapped himself in a 
blanket, another was covered with a sheet, 
and the drummer, who had given his only 
shirt to be washed, appeared %n cuerpOt witq 
the bolster rolled about his middle When 
this affair was discussed, every body retired 
to his own apartment , the seneant slipped 
into bed, and my companion and I slept with- 
out any further disturbance till morning, when 
we got up, .Went to breakfast, paid our reck- 
oning, and set forward, in expectation of 
overtaking the wagon , in which hope, how-^ 
ever, we were disappointed for that day As 
we exerted ourselves more than usual, I found 
myself quite spent with fatigue, when we 
entered a small village in the twilight We 
inquired for a public house, and were directed 
to one of a very sorry appearance At our 
entrance, the landlord, who seemed to be a 
venerable old man, with long gray hair, rose 
from a table placed by a large fire in a very 
neat paved kitchen, and, with a cheerful 
countenance, accosted us m these words — 
“ salvete, pueri tngredmim ” I was not a 
little pleased to hear our host speak Latin, 
because 1 was in hope of recommending my- 
self to him by my knowledge in that language, 
I therefore answered, without hesitation, 
“ dissolve frtguSf hgna super foco — large 
reponens ” f had no sooner pronounced 
these words, than the old gentleman, running 
towards me, shook me by the hand, crying, — 
**Jilt mt dilectissime ' unde vem^ ^ a superis^ 
ni fallor In short, finding wc were both 
rend in the classics, he did not know liow to 
testify his regard enough, but ordered his 
daughter, a jolly, rosy-chcckod damsel, who 
was his sole domestic, to bring us a bottle of 
his quadrimum^ repeating, from Horace, at 
the same time, — “ deprome quadrinmm sa^ 
hma, O Thaharrhe merum diota ” This 
quadrtmum was excellent ale of his own 
brewing, of which he told us he liad always 
an amphora four years old for the use of 
himself and friends In the course of our 
conversation, which was interlarded with 
scraps of Latin, we understood that this 
facetious person was a schoolmaster, whose 
income being small, he was fain to keep a 
glass of good liquor for the entertainment of 
passengers, by which he made shift to make 
the two ends of the year meet I am this 
day,” said he, the happiest old fellow in his 
majesty’s dominions My wife, rest her soul, 
18 in heaven My daughter is to be married 
next week but the two chief pleasures of 
my life are these — (pointing to the bottle, 
and a large edition of Horace that lay on the 
table) I am old, tie true, — ^what then'^ the 
more reason 1 should enjoy the smali share 
of life that remains, as my fnend Flaccils 
advises — tu ne queesterts (scire nefas) 
quern mihif quern tibi finem dii dederint 
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Carpe diem queem minimum credula pos-^ 
tero As he was very inquisitive about our 
affairs, we made no scruple of acquainting 
him with our situation, which, when he had 
learned, he enriched us with advices how to 
behave m the world, telling us, that he was 
no stranger to the deceits of mankind In 
tiic meantime, he ordered his daughter to lay 
a fowl to the fire for supper, for he was re- 
solved this night to regale his friends, -per- 
mittens dtvts ctetera While our entertain- 
ment was preparing, our host recounted the 
adventures of his own hfe, which, as they 
contam nothing remarkable, 1 forbear fSh re- 
hearse When we had fared sumptuously, 
and drank several bottles of his quadrzmum^ 

I expressed a desire of going to rest, which 
was with home difficulty complied with, after 
he had informed us that we should overtake 
the wagon by noon next day , and that there 
was room enough in it for half a dozen, for 
there were only four passengers as yet in 
that convenience Before my comrade and 
1 fell asleep, we had some conversation about 
the good humour of our landlord, which gave 
Strap ^ucli iiii idea of his benevolence, that 
he positively believed we should pay nothing 
for our lodging and entertainment “ Don’t 
you observe,” said he, “ that he has conceived 
a particular affection for us , nay, even treated 
us at supper with extraordinary fare, which, 
to bo sure, we should not of ourselves have 
called for I w'as partly of Strap’s opinion , 

but the experience I had of the world made 
me suspend my belief till the morning, w hen, 
getting up betimOw, we breakfasted with our 
jiQst and ins daughter oii hastv-pudding and 
ale, and desired to know what we had to pay 
** Biddy will let you know, gentlemen,” said 
he, “ for I iiovtr nund those matleis Money 
inattevs are beneath tlie concern of one vrho 
lives upon the lloratian plan — crcscentem 
*tequttur cura ppcuniam ” Meanwhile, 
Biddy having consulted a slate that hung in 
the corner, told us our reckoning cane to 
Hy 7d “ Eight shillings and seven pence *” 
cried Strap , “ ’tis impossible — you must be 
mistaken, young woman ” ** Reckon again, 

child,” says her father, very deliberatily, 
“perhaps you have miscounted” “No, 
indeed, father,” she replied, “I know my 
business better ” I could contam my indig- 
Tidtioii no longer, but said, it was an uncon- 
scionable bill, and demanded to know the 
particulars | upon which the old man got up, 
muttering — “ ay, ay, let us sec the particu- j 
lars — that’s but reasonable ” And, taking 
pen, ink, and paper, wrote the following 
items — “ To bread and beer, 6d — ^to a fbvd 
and sausages, 2s 6d — to four bottles quad~ 
rtm, 2 a — ^to fire and tobacco, 7d — ^to lodg- 
ing, 2s — to breakta&t, Is — Total, 8s 7d ” 
As he had not the appearance of a common 
publican, and had raised a sort of veneration 
in me by his demeanour Uie preceding night. 
It was not in my power to upbraid him as he 


I deserved , therefore, I contented myself with 
saying, I was sure he did not learn to be an 
extortioner from Horace He answered, I 
was but a young man, and did not know tlie 
world, or 1 would not tax him with extortion, 
whose only aim ivas to live conlentus narvo, 
and keep oflT tmportuna paupertes ” My 
fellow-traveller could not so easily put up 
with this imposition, but swore he should 
cither take one-third of the money, or go 
without While we were engaged in this 
dispute, I perceived the daughter go out, and, 
conjecturing the occasion, immediately paid 
the exorbitant demand , which was no sooner 
done, than Biddy returned with two stout 
fellows, who came m on pretence of taking 
their morning draught, but in reality to frighlpu 
us into compliance Just as wc departed, 
Strap, who was half distracted on account 
of this piece of expense, went up to tiie 
schoolmaster, and grinning in his mce, pro- 
nounced with great emphasis, — “ Sempe* 
avarus eget ” To which the pedant replied, 
with a malicious smile, — “ Animum rege, 
qm ntsi paret^ tmperat ” 


CHAPTER XI 

We descry the wagon — get into it — arriif* 
at an inn — oui fellow-travellers described 
— a mistake is committed by Strap, which 
produces strange things 

We travelled half a mile without exchanging 
one word , my thoughts being engrossed bv 
tlu knaverv of the world, to which I must 
be daily exposed , and the contemplation ot 
ray finance^, w Inch began sensibly to dimmibh 
At length Strap, who could liofd no longer, 
addressed mo thus — “ Well, fools and their 
money are soon parted If ray advice had 
been taken, that old skinflint should ha\e 
been damn d b( fore he had got more than the 
third of his demand *Tis a sure sign you 
came easily by yoiir money, when you squan- 
der It away in this manner Ah, God hel(} 
you, how many bristly beards must 1 h«uf‘ 
niDwed before 1 earned tour bhillmgs anti 
three-pence halftienny, whuh is all thrown 
to the dogs' How many da>s have I 
weaving hair, till my toes vvf re miinbcd bv 
the cold, my fingers cramped, and my nose 
db blue as the sign of the periwig that hmig 
over the door' What the devil was \o i 
afiaid of'* I would have engaged to box with 
any one of those follows that came in, for a 
guinea I’m sure I have beat stouter men 
than either of them ” And indeed my com- 
panion would have fought any body, w hen 
uis life was in no danger , but he had a mortal 
aversion to fire-arms, and all instruments oi 
death In order to appease him, I assured 
him no part of this extraordinary expense 
should fall upon his shoulders at wh’ch 
declaration he was affronted, and told me, 
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he would have me to know, that although he to know where we are, they would not sleep 
was a poor barber’s boy, he bad a soul to tins night for vexation I wish to God we 
spend his money with the best squire of the had wrote for the chanot , I know we shall 
land Having walked all day at a great pace, never be forgiven ” Come, come, my dear,” 
without halting for a refteshment, we des- replied cauliin, « itdontsigni^'frettii^ now 
cried, towards the evening, to our inexpress- — we shall laugh it over as a iholic— i hope 
ible joy, the wagon about a quarter of a you will not suffer m your health I shall 
mile befbre Us , axid, by the time we reached make lord very merry with our adventures 
It, were both of us so Weary, that, I vcnly in the &igencc ” This discourse gave me 
believe, it would have been impracticable such a high notion of the captain and his lady 
for OB to have walked one mile fiuther We that I durst not venture to join in tlic conver 
therefore bargained with the driver, whoso sstion But immediately after, another te- 
name wm Joey, to give us a cast to the next male voice began — ** Some people give them* 
stage for a shilling , at which place we should selv^ a great many needless airs — ^bettci 
meet the master of the w^fon^rWith whdm ft>lks than any here have travelled in wag 
we might agree for the rest of &e journey ons before now Some of us have rode in 

Accordingly, the conveyance stopped, and coaches and chariots, with three footmen be* 
Joey having placed the ladder, Strap (being hind them, without making so much fuss 
loaded With our baggage) mounted first , but, about it What then'* we are now all upon 
just as he was gettum m, a tremendous voice a footing, therefore let’s be sociable and mer- 
assailed his ears in these words , — “ God’s ry What do you say, Isaac ’ is not this a 
fury * there shall no passengers come here ” good motion, you doating rogue * speak, you 
The poor shaver was so disconcerted at this old cent per cent fornicator What desperate 
exclamation, which both he and I imagined debts are you thinking of'i what mortgage are 
proceeded from the mouth of a giant, that he you planning Well, 'Isaac, p >sitively you 
descended with great velocity, and a counte- shall never gain my fkvour till y m turn over 
nance as white as paper Joey, perceiving a new leaf, grow honest, and live like a gen- 
our astonishment, called in an .arch sneer, tleman In the mean tune, give me a ki^b 
— « Waunds, coptain, whay woant you suf- you old fumbler ” These words, accompa- 
fer the poor wagoner to meake a penny** mod with a hearty smack, enlivened the per- 
Coom, coom, young man, get oop, get oop, son to whom tliey were addressed to such i 
never moind the coptain— I’se not amr’d of degree that he cried, in a transport, though 
the coptain ” This was not encouragement with a faultermg voice, — “ Ah * you wanton 
sufficient to Strap, who could not be prevailed baggage — upon my credit y ou are a w aggish 
upon to venture up again , upon which I at- gin, he> he, he ” This laugh introduced a fit 
tempted, though not without a quaking heart, of coughing, which almost suffocated the poor 
when I heard the same voice muttering like usurer (such, we aftenvards found, was the 
distant thunder,—” hell and the devil con- profession of our fellow-traveller) About 
found me, if I don’t make you smart for this*” this time 1 fell asleep, and enjoyed a c omfort- 
IloWever, I crept in, and by accident got an able nap, till such time as wc arrived at the 
empty place m the straw, which I immediate- inn where we put up Here, hav ing aliglitcd 
ly took possession of, without being able to from the wagon, 1 had an opportunity ot 
discern ths faces of ray fellow-travellers in viewing the passengers in order as tin y en- 
t he dark Strap, following with the knapsack tered The first who appeared was a brisk 
on his back, chanced to lake the other side, airy girl, about twenty jears old, with a 
and, by a jolt of the carnage, pitched directly silver-laced hat on her head, instead of a cap, 
upon ’Urn stomach of the captain, who bel- a blue stuff riding-suit trimmed with silver, 
lowed ont in a most dreadful manner, — very much tarnished, and a whip m her hand 
“blood and thunder, where’s my sword After her come limping an old man, with a 
these words, my frighted comrade started up, worsted night-cap, buttoned under his dun, 
•md at one spring bounced against me w'lth and a broad-brimmed hat slourhed over it , 
such force, that T thought he was the supposed an old rusty blue cloak tied about Ins nock, 
feon of Anak, who intended to press me to under which appeared a brown snrtout, that 
death In the mean time, a female voice covered a thread-bare coat and waistcoat, 
cried, — “bless me, what is the matter, my and, as we afterwards discerned, a dirtv 
dear**” “ The matter,” replied the captain, flannel jacket Ills eyes were hollow, blcar- 
“ damn my blo6d I my guts are squecaed into ed, and gummy , his face was shrivelled 
a pancake by that Scotchman’s hump ” Strap, into a thousand wi inkles, hi<^ gums were 
iremblnig all the while at my back, asked destitute of teeth, his nose sharp and droop- 
him parmii), and laid the blame of what had ing, his chin peaked and prominent, so that, 
happened upon the jolting of the wagon, and when he mumped or spoke, they approached 
tii^woman who spoke before went on»— “ay, one another like a pair of nnt-c rackers he 
aJjjby dear, it is our own fault; we may thank supported himself on an ivory headed cane , 
o^Rlves for all the inconveniences we meet and his whole figure was a just emblem of 
with I thank God I never travelled so be- winter, famine and avarice 
fore I am sure, if my lady or Sir John was But how was I surprised when I beheld 



37 


adventures op RODERICK RANDOM 


the formidable captam in the fihapc of a little 
thin creature, about the of forty* with 
a long withered vtsaee, very much resembling 
that of a baboon* through the upper part of 
which two-fit^ grey eyes peeped he wore 
his own hair in a queue that reached to his 
rump, which immoderate length, I suppose, 
«ivas the occasion of a baldness that appeared 
on the crown of his head, when he deigned 
to take off his hat, which was veiy mucli of 
the size and cock of Pistors Having laid 
aside his great coat, 1 could not help admir- 
ing the extraordinary make of this man of 
war he was about dve feet and thrcecnches 
Itigh, sixteen inches of which went to his 
Uce and long scraggy neck , his thiglis were 
about SIX inches in length, his legs resembling 
spindles or drumsticks, two feet and a hal^ 
and his body, which put me in mind of ex- 
tension without substance, engrossed tne 
rt mumder , so that, on the whole, he appear- 
ed like a spider or grasshopper erect, and 
was almost a vox et pruterea mini His 
dress consisted of a frock of what is called 
bear-bkin, the skirts of which were about 
half a foq^ting, an Imsaar waistcoat, scarlet 
breeclui', aching half way down his thighs, 
worsted blockings, rolled up almost to his 
groin, and shoes with wooden heels at least 
two inches high he carrie<l a sword very 
near as long as himself in one band, and 
with the other conducted his lad), who seem- 
ed to be a woman of liis own age, and still 
retained some reinainb of an agreeable person, 
but so ridiculously affected, that, had I not 
been a novice in tlu* world, 1 might have 
i. dsily perce’vcd in her the deplorable vanity 
and Bccond-haiid urs of a lady’s woman 
Wc were all assembled in the kitchen, when 
(''aptain Wea/el (for tnat was his name) 
desired a room w itli a fire for himself ana 
Spouse, and told the landlord the) would sup 
by themselves The innkeeper replied that 
he could not afford tliem a room by thera- 
beiv(. s , and, as for supping, he had prepared 
victuals for the passengers in the wagon, 
without respect of persons, but if he could 
prevail on the rest to let him have his choice 
m a separate manner, he should bo very well 
pleased This was no sooner said, than all 
of us declared against the proposal , and Miss 

thatj^if Captain Wt»azel and ^is lady had a 
mind to sup by themselves, they nught wait 
until wc should have done At this hint, the 
( aptain put on a martial frown, and looked very 
big, without speaking , while his yoke-fellow , 
with a disdainful toss of her nose, muttered 
something about — “ creature — ^which Miss 
fenny overhearing, stept up to her, saying, 
— ** None of your names, good Mrs Abigad , 
—creature, cinotha— I’ll assure you No 
such creature as you, neither-— no ten pound 
sneaker — ^no quality coupler” Here the 
captain interposed, with a— “damme, Ma- 
dam, what do you mean by that “ Damn 
49 


you, sir, who are you replied Miss Jenny, 
“who made you a eaptam, you pitifiil, 
trencher-scraping, pimping curler** — 'Sdeath* 
the army is come to a ffne pass, when such 
fellows as you get commissions— what, T 
suppose you think I don^t know you ^ agad 
you and your helpmate are well met— a cast- 
off mistress and a bald valet-de-chambre are 
well yoked together*” “Blood and wounds”* 
cned WeazeU “ d’ye question the honour of 
mv Wife, madam** Hell and damnation 1 no 
man in Ebgland durst say so much I would 
ilea him — catbonodo lum* Fury and destruc- 
tion* I would have his livey for my supper,” 
So saymgf he drew his swdrd, and flourished 
with it, to tlie great terror of Strap, while 
Miss Jenny, snapping her* fingers, told him 
she did not value ms resefitment a louse 
In the midst of tins quarie}, the master of 
the wagon alighted, who, understan^ng the 
cause of tlie distuihance, and faring the 
captain and lus lady would take umbrage, 
and leave his carriage, was at great pains to 
have every thing m^c up , which he at last 
accomplished, and we sat down to supper 
altogether At bed-time we were shown to 
our imartments the old usurer, Strap and I, 
to oiie room , the captain, his wife, and Mibb 
Jenny to another About midnight, my 
companion’s bowels being disordered, he got 
up, m order to go backward , but, in his re- 
turn, mistaking one door for another, entered 
Weazel’s chamber, and without any hesita- 
tion, went to bed to lus wife, who w as fast 
asleep, tlie captam heang at another end of 
the room, groping fisr some empty vessel, in 
beu of hm own cliamber pot, which was 
lcak> As he did not perceive Strap comiii„ 
in, ho wont towards his own bed, after hav- 
ing fniind a convenience, but no sooner d*d 
ho feel a rough head, covered with a cotton 
night-cap, tlian it came into his mind that 
ho had mistaken Miss Jenny’s bed instead ot 
his own, and that the head he felt was that 
of some gallant, wnth whom slie had made 
an assignation Full of this conjecture, and 
scandalized at the prostitution ca his apart- 
ment, he snatched up the vessel he had |ust 
before filled, and emptied it at once on the 
astonished barber and his own wife, who, 
waving at that instant, broke forth into la- 
mentable cries, which not only alarmed tJi' 
husband beyond measure, but frightened poo^ 
Strap almost out of his senses , for he verily 
believed himself bewitched , especially when 
the incensed captain seized him by the Uiroat, 
with a volley of oaths, asking luni how lie 
durst have the presumptkm to attempt llm 
chastity of his wife Poor Strap was 
amazed and confounded, that he ^ouid sav 
nothing but — “ I take God to witness, she 
a virgra for me ” Mrs Wiyaaeh enraged t 
find nerseif in such' a pickle, throng 
preciintjatton of her husband, arose in her 
shift, and, witli the heel of her shoe, whu h 
she found by the bed-side, belaboured the 
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captain’s bald pate till he roared — “ Murder ” 
“ I’ll teach you to empty your stink-pots on 
me,” cried she, “you pitifm hop-o’-my-thumb 
coxcomb What » I warrant you’re jealous, 
you man of lath Was ^ for this I conde- 
scended to take you to my bed, you poor 
withered, sapless twig The noise occa- 
sioned by this adventure had brought the 
master of the wagon and me to the doW, 
where we overheard all that passed with 
great satisfaction In the mean time, we 
were alarmed wilii the ciy of— “ Rape * mur- 
der » rape *” which Miss Jenny pronounced 
with great* vociferation “ O* you vile abom- 
inable old Viliam said she, “ woi^d you rob 
me of my virtue ** but I’ll be revenged of you, 
you old goat * I will Help ' for heaven’s 
sake’ help' I shall be ravished, ruined' 
help »” Some servants of the inn, hearing 
this ciy, came running up stairs with lights, 
and such weapons as chance afforded, when 
we beheld a very diverting scene In one 
corner stood the poor captain shivering m 
his shirt, which was all tom to rags, with a 
woful visage scratched all over by his wife, 
who had by this time wrapped the counter, 
pane about her, and set sobbing on the side 
of her bed In the other end lay the old 
usurer, sprawling on Miss Jenny’s bed, with 
his flannel jacket over his shirt, and his tawny 
meagre limbs exposed to the air while she 
held him fast by the two ears, and loaded 
him with execrations When we asked 
what was the matter, she affected to weep , 
told Us she was afraid that wicked rogue had 
ruined her m her sleep, and bade us take 
notice of what we saw, for she intended to 
make use of our evidence against him The 
poor wretch looked like one more dead than 
alive, and begged to be released, a favour 
which he haa no sooner obtained than he 
protested she was no woman, but a devil in- 
carnate , that she had first seduced his flesh 
to rebel, and then betrayed him “Yes, 
cockatrice,” contmued he, “ you know you 
laid this snare for me, but you shan’t succeed, 
for I will hang myself before you ^hall get a 
fiirthing off me ” So saying, he crawled to 
Ills own bed, groaning all the way We then 
advanced to the captain, who told us^ 

“ Gentlemen, here has been a damned mis- 
take , but I’ll be revenged on him who was 
the occasion of it That Scotchman \yho 
carries the knapsack shall not breathe this 
vital air another day, if my name bo WeazeL 
My dear, 1 ask you ten thousand pardons , 
you are sensible I could mean no harm to 
you ” “ I know not what you meant,” re- 
plied she siglnng, “ but I know I have got 
enough to send me to my grave ” At length 
they were reconciled The wife was com- 
plimented with a share of Miss Jenny’s bed, 
(her own being overflowed), and the master 
of the wagon invited Weazcl to sleep the 
remaining part of thr ni^-ht with him I 
retirea lo m ne, where I found Strap riortcJly 


afraid, he having stole away in the dark, 
while the captain and bis lady were at logger- 
heads 


CHAPTER XII 

Captam Weazel challenges Strap, who dt^ 
> dines the combat^^n affair between thT 
captain and me — the usurer is fain to 
give Miss Jenny five guineas for a re- 
lease — we are in danger of losing a meal 
----the behaviour of Weazel, Jenny and 
Joey, on that occasion — an account of 
Captain Weazel and his lady— the cap- 
tain! s courage tried — Isaac's mirth at the 
captain's expense 

Next morning 1 agreed to give the master 
of the wagon ten shillings for my passage 
to London, provided Strap should be allowed 
to take my place when I should be disposed 
to walk At the same tune I desired lum tu 
appease the incensed captain, wlio had en- 
tered the kitchen with a drawn sn ord in hib 
hand, and threatened, with many ikdths, to 
sacrifice the villain who attempted to violate 
his bed But it was to no purpose for the 
master to explain the mistake, and assure 
him of the poor lad’s innocence, who stood 
trembling behind me all the w hile the more 
submission that appeared in Strap, the mon 
implacable seemed the resentment of Wea/e*, 
who swore he must eitlier fight him, or he 
would instantly put him to death I 
extremely provoked at this insolence, and 
told him, It could not be supposed that a 
poor barber lad would engage a man of the 
sword athis own weapon , but I was pcrbiia- 
ded he would wrestle or box with him To 
which proposal Strap immediately gave ab- 
sent, by saying, he would box with him for 
a guinea Weazel replied, with a look of 
disdain, that it was beneath any gentltinaii 
of his character lo fight like a porter, or eve.i 
to put himself on a footing, in any respect, 
with such a fellow as Strap “ Oddsbodi- 
kms '” cried Joey, “ sure, coptain, yaw would 
not commit moorder' Here’s a poor lad 
that IS willing to make atoonement for ins 
offence, and an that woan’t satisfie yaw, 
offers to fight yaw fairly An yaw woan’t 
box, I dare say he will coodgel with yaw^ 
Woan’t yaw, my lad**” — Strap, after some 
hesitation, answered, — “ Yes, yes, I’ll cudgel 
with him ” But this expedient being' ah?o 
rejected by tlie captain, I began to smell his 
character, and, tipping Strap the wink, told 
the company that I had always heard it said, 
the person who receives a challenge should 
have the choice of the weapons tms, there- 
fore, being the rule in point of honour, I 
would venture to promise on the head of my 
companion, that he would even fight Captain 
Wearel at sharps , but it should be with such 
sharp* db Strap was best acquainted Willi, 
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namely, razors At my mentioning razors, justice, and tell him there is a sick person 
1 could perceive the captain’s colour change, here, who wants to see him on an afikir of 
while Strap, pulling me by the sleeve, whis* consequence ” At the name ofjustice, Isaac 
pered, with great eagerness, — “ No, no, no, trembled, and bidding Joey stay, asked with 
for the love of God, don’t make any such a quavering voice, what she would have * 
bargain At length Weazel, recovering She told him, that, as he had not perjietrated 
liiinself, turned towards roe, and, with a his wicked purpose, she would be satisfied 
k'rocious countenance, asked, — “Who the with a small matter And though the damage 
devil are you will you fight me With she might sustain in her health might be 
these words, putting himself in a posture, I irreparable, she would give him a release for 
was grievously alarmed at seeing tlie point a hundred guineas “A hundred guineas *” 
of a sword within half a foot of my breast, cried he, in an ecstacy, “a hundred furies ' 
and, springing to one side, snatched up a where should a poor old wretch likf me have 
spit that stood in the chimney-comerp with a hundred guineas If 1 had so much mo- 
which I kept my formidable adversary at bay, ney, d’ye think I should be found travelling 
-who made a great many half-longes, skipping m a wagon at tlus season of the year^” 
backward at every push, till at last I pinned “Come, come,” replied Jenny, “none of 
him up iir a comer, to the no small diversion your miserly artifice here You think 1 don’t 
of the company While he was in this situ- know Isaac Rapine, the money broker in the 
ation, his wife entered, and, seeing her hus- Minories Ah ' you old rogue ' many a pawn 
band in these dangerous circumstances, utter- have you had of me and my acquaintance, 
ed a dreadful scream , in this emergency, which was never redeemed ” Isaac, finding 
Weazel demanded a cessation, which was it was in vain to disguise himself, offered 
immediately granted and at last was con- twenty shillings for a discharge, i^hich she 
tented with the submission of Strap, who,, absolutely refused under filly pounds at last, 
falling upon his knees before him, protested however, she was brought down to hve, whiCh 
the innocence of his intention, arid asked lie paid with great reluctancy, rather than be 
pardon for the mistake he had committed prosf ruled for a rape After which accom- 
This affair being ended without bloodshed, modalion Uie sick person made shift to get 
we went to breakfast, but missed two of our into the wagon, and we set forward in great 
company, namely, Miss Jenny and the usu- tranquilitv» Strap being accommodated witli 
rer As for the first, Mrs Weazel informed Joey’s horse, the dri\er himself chusing to 
us, that she had kept her awake all night walk This morning and forenoon we v\ ere 
witli her groans, and that when she aipse in entertained with an account of the valour of 
tile morn’' 7 , Miss Jenny was so much iiidis- Captain Weazel, who told us he had oucc 
posed, that she coiihl not proceed on In r knocked down a soldier that made game ol 
journey At that m‘^taiit, a message Cu,me him, tweaked a drawer by the nose, w'ho 
Iroin her to the master of the wagon, wlio found fault with his picking his teeth with a 
iiiimediately went into her chamber, followed fork, at another time , and that he had more- 
bv us all She told hi.ii, in a lamentable over challenged a cheesemonger, who had 
tone, that she was afraid ot a miscarriage, the presumption to be his rival — for the truth 
owung to the fright she rciened last night of which exploits he appealed to his wife 
from the brutality of Isaac , and, as the event She confirmed whatever he said, and obser- 
\v as uncertain, desired the usurer might be \ed, — The last affair happened that very day 
detained to answer for the consequence on which I received a love-letter from squire 
\ccordingl}, this amieiit Tarquin was found Gobble , and don’t you remember, my dear, 
in tlie w'agoii, whither he had retired to I w^as prodigiously sick that very night wuth 
avoid the shame of lost night’s disgrace, and eating ortolans, when my lord Diddle took 
brought b} force into her presence He no notice of my complexion’s being altered, and 
hooncr appeared than she began to weep and my ^dy was so marmed that she had well 
sigh most piteously, ana told us, if she died, nigh fainted ” “ Yes, my dear,” replied the 
she would leave her blood upon the head of captain, “ you know mv lord said to me w ith 
thatravishcr Poor Isaac turned up his eyes a sneer, ‘Billy, Mrs Weazle is certamh 
and hands to heaven, prayed that God would breeding’ And I answered cavalierly, — 
deliver him from the machinations of that ‘ My lord, I wish I could return the comph- 
Jezebel, and assured us with tears in his ment ’ Upon which the whole company 
eyes, that his being found in bed with her, broke out into an immoderate fit of laughter, 
was tlie result of her own invitation The and my lord, who loves a repartee dearU, 
wagoner, understanding the case, advised came round and bussed me ” We travelled 
Isaac to make it up, by giving her a sum of in this manner five days, without interruption, 
money to which advice he replied with or meeting any thing worth notice Miss 
great vehemence, — “A sum of money* — a Jenny (who soon recovered her spints) en- 
halter for the cockatnee “ Oh * ’tis very tertaining us every day with diverting songs 
well,” said Miss Jenny, — ‘ I see it is m vain of w hick she could sing a great number , and 
to attempt that flinty heart of his by fair rallying her old gallant, who, notwithstand- 
means Joey, be so good as to go to the mg, would never be reconciled to her On 
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the sixth day, \\hile we were about to sit 
Qown to dinner, the innkeeper came and told 
us that three ^ntlemen, just arrived, had 
ordered the victuals to be earned to their 
apartment, although he had informed them 
that they were bespoke by the passengers in 
the wa^n To which information they 
had replied,— “ The passengers in the wag- 
on might be damned, their betters must be 
served before them — ^they supposed it would 
bo no hardship on such travellers to dine upon 
bread and cheese for one day ” This was a 
terrible disappointment to us all and w e laid 
our heads togetJier how to remedy it when 
Miss Jenny observed that captain Weazel, 
being by profession a soldier, ought in this 
case to protect and prevent us from bemg 
insulted But the captain excused himself 
saying, he would not for all the world be 
known to have travelled in a wagon , swear- 
ing, at the same time, that, could he appear 
with honour, they should cat his sword soon- 
er than his provision U pon this declaration, 
Miss Jenny, snatching his weapon, drew it, 
and ran immediately into the kitchen, where 
she threatened to put the cook to death if he 
did not send the victuals into our chamber 
immediately The noise she made brought 
the three strangers down, one of whom no 
sooner perceived her, than he cried, — “ Ha * 
Jenny Ramper ' what the devil brought thee 
hither'*” “My dear Jack Rattle'” replied 
she, running into liis anns, “ is it you * then 
Weazlo may go to hell for a dinner — I shall 
dine with you ” They conbciited to this 
’proposal with a great deal of joy , and we 
were on the point of being reduced to a very 
uncomfortable meal, when Joey, understand- 
ing the whole affair, entered the kitchen, 
wnth a pitchfork in his hand, and swore he 
would be the death of any man who should 
pretend to seize the victuals prepared for 
the wagon This menace had like to have 
produced fatal consequences the three 
strangers drawing their swords, and being 
joined by their servants, and wc ranging our- 
belves on the side of Joey , when the landlord 
interposing, offered to part with his own din- 
ner to keep the peace, which was accepted 
by the strangers , and we sat down to table 
without any further molestation In^the 
afternoon, I (hose to walk along witli Joey, 
and Straj) took my place Having entered 
into a ( omersdtion with this driver, I soon 
found him to be a merry, facetious, good- 
natured fellow, and withal very arch he in- 
formed me, that Miss Jenny wa^ a common 
girl upon the town , who falling into company 
with a recruiting officer, he earned her down 
intlie stage-i oach from London to Newcastle, 
where hi* had been arrested for debt, and 
was now in prison , upon which she was fain 
to return to lier former way of life, by this 
< onveyance He told me, likewise, that one 
of the gentlemen *6 servants whom we left at 
the inn, having accidentally seen Weazel, 


immediately knew him, and acquainted Joey 
with some particulars of his character That 
he had served my lord Frizzle in quality of 
valot-de-chambre many years, while he lived 
separate from his lady but, upon^beir recon- 
dilation, she expressly insisted upon Wea- 
zel’s being turned off, as well as the woman 
he kept, when his lordship, to get rid of 
them both With a good grace, proposed that 
he should marry his mistress, and he would 
procure a commission for him m the army, 
this expedient was agreed to, and Weazle is 
now, by his lordship’s interest, ensign in 
— regiment I found he and I had the 
same sentiments with regard to Weazel’s 
courage, which we resolved to put to the 
tnal, by alarming the passengers with the 
cry of— “ a highwayman *” as soon as a 
horseman should appear This scheme we 
put in practice towards the dusk, when wc 
descried a man on horseback approaching us 
Joey had no sooner intimated to the people 
in Uie w^agon, that he was^ afraid wc should 
all be robbed, than a general consternation 
arose Strap jumped out of the wagon, and 
hid himself behind a hedge The usurer put 
forth eiaculdtions, and made a rustling among 
the straw, which made us conjocture he had 
hid something under it Mrs Weazel, wring- 
ing her hands, uttered lamenUblt 1 1 los and 
the captain, to our great amazement, began 
to snore , but this artifice did not succeed , 
for Miss Jenny, shaking him by the shouldei , 
bawled out, — “ ’SdcatTx * captain, is this a 
time to snore, when w’e are going to be rob- 
bed ** get up, for shame, and behave like a 
soldier tind a man of honour ” Weazel pre- 
tended to be 111 a great fiassion toi being 
disturbed, and sw'ore he would have Ins nap 
out if all the highway men m England sur- 
rounded him “ D — n my blood ' what are 

you afraid of'*” continued ho, at the same 
time trembling wnth sue h agitation, that the 
whole carnage shook Tins singular piece 
of behaviour iiu ensed Miss Ramper so muc h, 
tliat she cried — “ D — n your pitiful soul, you 
are as an ant a poltroon as ever was drum- 
med out of a regiment Stop the wagon, 
Joey, — let me out, and, by G-^, if I have 
rhetonc enough, the thief shall not only take 
your purse, but your skin also ” So saying, 
she leaped out with great agility By this 
time the horseman came up with us, and 
happened to be a gentleman’s servant, well 
known to Joey, who communicated the 
scheme, and desired him to carry it on a 
little farther, by going up to the wagon, and 
questioning thoae within The strangei 
consenting, for the sake of diversion, ap- 
proached It, and, in a terrible tone, demand- 
ed, “ Who have we got here '*” Isaac replied, 
with a lamentable voice, — “Here’s a poor 
miserable sinner, who has got a small family 
to maintain, and nothing in the world where- 
withal, but these fiffecn shillings, which if 
you rob* me of, we must all starve together ” 
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“ Who’s that sobbing m the other comer **” j 
(said the supposed h^wayman) ** A poor 

unfortunate woman,” answered Mrs Weazel, 
** upon whom I beg you, for Christ’s sake, 
to have coihweiou ” ” Are you maid or 
wife said he, Wife, to my sorrow,’” 
c nod she “ Who or where is your hus- 
Wdnd'*” continued he husband,” re- 

plied Mrs Weazel, “ is an officer in the army, 
and was left sick at the last inn where we 
dined ” ** You must be mistaken, madam,” 
said he, ” for I myself saw him get into the 
wagon this afternoon But pray ^what 
smell 16 that sure your lap-dog has beiouled 
Jiimself , — ^let me catch hold of the nasty cur, 
ril teach him better manners ” Here he 
laid hold of one of Weazel’s legs, and pulled 
him out f>om under his wife’s petticoats, 
where he had concealed himself The poor 
trembling captain, being detected in this in- 
glorious situation, rubbed his eyes, and, affect- 
ing to wake out of sleep, cried, “ WJiat’s the 
matter'' — what’s the matter'*” “The mat- 
ter IS jiot much,” answered the horseman, 
“ I only called in to inquire after your health, 
and so adieu, most noble captain ” So say- 
ing, he dapped bpurs to his horse, and was 
out of Bight in a moment It was some time 
before Weazel could recollect himself, but 
dt length, re-ossuming the big look, he said 
— D — the fellow ' whv did he ride away 
beiore I had tune to ask him how his lord 
and lady do** — don’t you remember Tom, 
mv dear^” addresbing himself to his* wife 
“ Yes ” replied she, “ I think I do remember 
‘something of the lellow , but you know I 
^boldom coinerse with people of his btatioii ” 

‘ IJe>da> cried Joe\r, “ do yaw’^ kiiaw the 
\(Miiig iiion, coptaiii'*” “Know him,” said 
Weazel, “ many a time has he tilled a glass 
t)t Burgundy for me at iriy lord Tnppet’s 
table ” “ And what may his iieame be, 

(optain'*” said Toey “ilis name' — his 
name,’ replied Wea/el, ‘is Tom Rinser” 

‘ Waunds**” cried Joey, “ a has changed his 
own neainc then' for I’sc lay a wager he was 
rliristoned John Trotter ” This observation 
raised a laugh against the captain, who seem- 
ed very much disconcerted, when Isaac broke 
hiloncp, ajid said, — “ It was no matter who or 
what he was, since he has not proved the 
lobher we suspected , and we ought to bless 
God for our narrow escape ” “ Bless God,” 
said Weazel, “bless the deid' ftir what'' 
had he been a highwayman, I should have 
eat his blood, body and guts, before he had 
robbed me, or any one in this dUteence ” 
“ Ha, ha, ha,” cried Miss Jenny, “ 1 believe 
you will eat all you kill indeed, captain ” 
The usurer was so well pleased at the event 
of this adventure, that he could not refrain 
from being severe, and took notice that cap- 
tain Weazel seemed to be a good Christian, 
for he had armed himself with patience and 
resignation instead of carnal weapons, and 
worked out his salvation with fear and trem- 
3 Y* 4!)* 


bling This piece of satire occasioned a 
great deal of mirth at Weazel’s expense, who 
muttered a great many oaths, and threatened 
to cut Isaac’s throat The usurer, taking 
hold of this menace, said,^“ Gentlemen and 
ladies, I take you all to witness, that my 
life IS in danger from this bloody-minded 
officer I’ll have him bound over to the 
peace This second sneer procured ano- 
ther laugh against him, and he remained 
crest-fallen during the remaining part of our 
journey 


CHAPTER XIII 

Strap and I are terrified by an apparition 
— Strap* 8 conjecture — the mystery ex- 
plained by Joey — me arrive at London — 
our dress and appearance desertbed-'-^e 
are insulted in the street — an adventure 
tn an aleJioube^we are imposed upon by 
a waggihh footman — set to rights by a 
tobacconist — take lodgings~^tve for a 
dinner — an accident at our ordinary 

We arrived at our inn, supped, and went 
to bed , but Strap’s distemper continuing, he 
was obliged to rise in the middle of the night, 
and taking the candle m his hand, which he 
had left burning for the purpose, he went 
down to the house of office, wdicnce in a 
short time he returned m a great hurry, with 
his hair standing on end, and a look betoken- 
ing horror and astonishment Without speak- 
ing a word, he set down the light and jump- 
ed into bed behind me, where be lay and 
trembled w itli great violence When I asked 
him what was the matter, he replied with a 
broken accent, — “God have mercy on us^ 1 
have seen the devil ” Though my prejudice 
was not quite so strong as his, 1 was not a 
little alarmed at this exclamation, and much 
more bO, when 1 heard the sound of bells ap- 
proaching our chamber, and felt my bed- 
fellow cling close to me, uttering these words 
— “Christ have mercy upon us' there he 
comes ” At this instant a monstrous over- 
grown raven entered our chamber, with bells 
at If s feet, and made directh towards our 
bed As this creature is reckoned in our 
country a common vehicle for the devil and 
witches to play their pranks in, I verily believ- 
ed we were haunted, and in a violent fright 
shrunk under the bed-clothes This terrible 
apparition leapt upon the bed, and, after giv- 
ing us several severe dabs witli its beak 
through the blankets, hopped away and van- 
ished Strap and 1 recommended ourselves 
to the protection of Heaven with great de- 
votion, and, when we no longer lieard the 
noise, ventured to peep up and take breath 
But we had not been long freed from this 
phantom, when another appeared that had 
well High deprived us both of our sen<?es 
We perceived an old man enter the room 
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with a lon^ white beard that reached to hia 
middle » there was a certain wild peculiarity 
in his eyes and countenance, that did not 
savour of this world , and his dress consisted 
ot a brown stuff coat buttoned behind, and at 
the wnsts, with an odd fhsbioned cap of the 
some stuff upon his head. I was so amazed 
that 1 had not power to nio\e my eyes from 
such a ghastly object, but lay motionless, and 
saw him come straight up to me when he 
reached the bed he wrung his hands, and 
cried With a voice that did not seem to be- 
long to* a human creature,— “ Where is 
Ralph'*” I made no reply , upon which he 
repeated, in an accent still more preternatu- 
ral, — Where is Ralpho'*” He had no 
sooner pronounced these words, than I heard 
the sound of the beUs at a distance , which 
the appantion having listened to, tripped 
away, and left me almost petrified with fear 
It was a good while before I could recover 
myself so far as to speak, and when at 
length 1 turned to Strap, 1 found him in a 
fit, which, however, did not last long When 
he came to himself, I asked his opinion of 
what had happened and he assured me, that 
the first must certainly be the soul of some 
person damned, which appeared by the chains 
about his legs (for his fears had magnified 
the creature to tlie bigness of a horse, and 
the sound of small morriec-bclls to the clank- 
ing of massy chains) As for the old man, 
he took it to be the spirit of somebody mur- 
dered long ago in this place, which had 
power granted it to torment the assassin in 
the shape of a raven, and that Ralpho was 
the name of the said murderer Although I 
had not much faith in this interpretation, 1 
was too much troubled to enjoy any sleep , 
and in all my future adventures never passed 
a night so ill In the morning. Strap im- 
parted the whole affair to Joey, who, after 
an immoderate fit of laughter, explained the 
matter, by telling him the old man was the 
landlord’s father, who had been an idiot 
some years, and diverted himself with a tame 
raven, which, it seems, had hopped away 
from hts apartment in the night, and induced 
Inm to follow it to our chamber, where he 
had inquired after it, under the nam^ of 
Ralpho 

Nothing remarkable happened dunng the 
remaining part of our journey, which con- 
tinued six or seven days longer at length 
we entered the great city, and lodged all 
night at the inn where the wagon put up 
Next morning all the passengers parted 
different ways, while my companion and I 
sallied out to inquire for the member of par- 
liament to whom I had a letter of recommen- 
dation from Mr Crab . As we had discharged 
our lodging at the inn, Strap took up our 
baggage, and marched behind me m the 
street with the knapsack on his back, as 
usual, so that we made a very whimsical 
appearance 1 had dressed myself to the 


greatest advantage , that is, put on a clean 
ruffled shift, and my best thread stockings 
my hair (which was of the deepest red) hung 
down upon my shoulders, as lahkand straight 
as a pound of candles , and the skirts of mj 
coat reached to the middle of my leg , 
waistcoat and breeches were of the same 
piece, and cut in the same taste , and iliy 
hat very much resembled a barber’s basin, 
m the shallowness of the crown and narrow- 
ness of the brim Strap was habited in a 
much less awkward manner, but a short- 
crop-eared wig, that veir much resembled 
Scruo’s in the play, and the knapsack on his 
back, added to what is called a queer phiz, 
occasioned by a long chin, hook nose, and 
high cheek-bones, rendered him on j:he whole 
a very fit subject of mirth and pleasantry 
As wc walked along. Strap, at my desire, 
inquired of a carman whom we met, where- 
abouts Mr Cringer lived, and was answered 
by a stare accompanied with the word — 
“ anan upon which I came up in order to 
explain the question, but had the mis|;ortunr 
to be unintelligible likewise, the carman 
damning us for a lousy Scotch guard, and 
whipping his horoes, with a — “gee ho’” 
which nettled me to the quick, and roused 
the indignation of Strap so far, that after the 
fellow was gone a good wav, he told me he 
would light him for d farthing While we 
were deliberating upon w hat was to be done, 
a hackne} coaenman driving softly along, 
diid perccning us stand • ng b\ the kennel, 
came up rlobC to us, and calling, “a roach, 
master'*” by a dexteroub inaudgoment of the 
reins, made his liorseb stumble in the wet, 
and bedaub us all over with mud , alter 
which exploit, he drove on, apphiuding him- 
self with a hearty laugh, iti which several 
people joined, to my great mortification , hut 
one more compassionate than the rest, seeing 
us strangeis, advised me to go into an a’e- 
housp and dry mj-self I thanked him for 
Ills advice, which I immediately complied 
WMth , and going into the house he pointed 
out, called for a pot of beer, and sat down b\ 
a fire in the public room, where we cleaned 
ourselves as well as we could In the mean 
time a wag, who sat in a box smoking his 
pipe, understanding by our dialect that w^c 
were from Scotland, came up to me, and, 
with a grave countenance, asked how» long I 
had been caught** As I did not know the 
meaning of this question, 1 made no answer, 
and he went on, saying, it could not be a 
great while, for my tail was not yet cut , at 
the same time taking hold of my hair, and 
tippmg the wink to the rest of the companj , 
who seemed highly entertained with his wit 
I was incensed at this usage, but afraid of 
resenting it, because 1 happened to be in n 
strange place, and perceived the person who 
spoke to me was a brawny fellow, for whom 
I thought myself b;^ no means a match 
However, Btrap, having either more courage 
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or less caution, could not put up with the 
insults that 1 sufiered, hut told hun, in a 
peremptory toncr-*^^* he was an uncivil fellow 
for making so free with his betters Then 
the wit going towards him, asked what he 
hod got m his knapsack — » Is it oatmeal or 
brimstone, Sawnev^’* said he, seizing him 
by the chin, which he shook, to the mexpress^ 
ible diversion of all present My companion, 
feeling himself assaulted in such an oppro- 
brious manner, disengaged himself in a trice, 
and lent his antagonist such a box on the 
ear, as made Inm stagger to the othe% side 
of the room , and, in a moment, a nng was 
formed for the combatants Seeing Strap 
beginning to strip, and mv blood being heat- 
ed with indignation, which banished all other 
thoughts, I undressed myself to the skin in 
an instant, and declared, that as tlie affront 
that occasioned the quarrel was offered to 
me, I would fight it out mjself , upon which 
ono or two oned out, — “ that’s a brave Scotch 
bo) , you shall have fair play, by G--fl ” 
This assurance gave me fresh spirits, and 
going up to my adversary, who, by his pale 
countenance, did not seem much inclined to 
the battle, I struck him so hard on the sto- 
Riach, that he reeled over a bench, and fell 
to the ground Then I attempted to keep 
him down, in order to iinpro\e ni) success, 
ac cording to the mannc'r of my owm country, 
but was restrained by the spectators, one of 
w liom cn(Iea\ cured to raise up my opponent, 
but ill \ain, for he piotested he would not 
fight, for he was not quite reco\ercd of a 
late illnC'^b 1 wa«! ^erywcll pleased Writh 
this cvcubC, and immediatelv drowsed myself, 
having acquired the good opinion of the 
coiiipdiiy for my bravery, as well as of 
comrade Strap, who shook me by the hand, 
and wished me joy of the victory After 
having drank our pot, and dried our clothes, 
w e inquired of the landlord if he knew Mr 
Cnngcr, the member of parliament, and 
w^ere amazed at bis replying m the negative , 
for wt imagined he must be altogether as 
conspicuous here as in tiic borough he repre- 
sented, but he told us wc might possibly 
bear of him as w e passed along We betook 
ourselves, therefore, to the street, where, 
seeing a footman standing at a door, we 
made up to him, and asked if he knew where 
our patron lived** This member of the party- 
coloured fraternity, surveying us buth very 
minutely, ^aid he knew Mr C ringer very w^ell, 
and bade us turn down the first street on our 
left, then turn to the right, and then to the 
left again, after which perambulation we 
would observe a lane, through which we 
must pass, and at the other end we should 
find an alley that leads to another street, 
where we should see the sign of the Thistle 
md three pedlars, and there he lodged We 
thanked him for his information, and went 
forwards, Strap telling me, that he knew 
this person to be an honest friendly man by 


his countenance, befbre he opened his mouth , 
in which opimon 1 acquiesced, ascnblng his 
good manneis to the company he daily saw 
m the house were he served. We followed 
his directions punctually, in tumit^ to the 
left and to the right, and to, the left again , 
but, instead of seeing a lane before us, found 
ourselves at the side of the nver, a citcum- 
stance that perplexed us not a little ^ and my 
fellow-traveller ventured to pronounce that 
we had certainly missed our way By this 
time we were pretty much fatigued with our 
walk, and not knowing how to proceed, I 
went into a small snuff-shop hard by, encour- 
aged by the sign of the Highlander, where 
I found, to my mexpressiEle satisfaction, 
the shopkeeper was my countryman He 
was no sooner informed of our peregrination, 
and the directions we had received from the 
footman, than he informed us we hod been 
imposed upon, telling us Mr Cnnger lived 
m the other end of the town , and that it 
would be to no purpose for us to go thither 
to-day, for by that time he was gone to the 
house I then asked if he could recommend 
us to a lodging He readily gave us a line 
to one of lus acquaintance who kept a chand- 
ler’s shop not far from St Martin’s lane, 
there we hired a bed-room, up two pair of 
stairs, at the rate of per week, so v cry 
small, that, when the bed was let dow n, vv e 
w ere obliged to carry out every other piece 
of furniture that belonged to the apartment, 
and use the bedstead by way of chairs About 
dinner-time, our landlord asked us l^ow vve 
proposed to Ine^ to which interrogation vve 
answered, that vve would be directed by jiim 
Well, then,” sajs he, there are tw^o wajs 
of eating m this town, for people of your 
condition, the one more creditable and expen- 
sive than the other the first is, to dme at an 
eating-house frequented by well-dressed peo- 
ple Old} , and the other is called diving, 
practised by those who are either obliged or 
inclined to live frugally ” I gave him to 
understand that, provided the last was not 
infamous, it would suit much better with 
our circumstances than the other “Infa- 
mous cried he. “ God forbid * there are 
man^ creditable people, rich people, aye, 
and fine people, that dive every day 1 
have seen many a pretty gentleman with a 
laced waistcoat dine in that manner very 
comfortably fur three pence half-penn} , and 
go afterwards to the coffee-house, where he 
made a figure with the best lord in the land 
—but your own eyes shall bear witness — I 
will go along With you to-day, and introduce 
you ” He accordingly conducted us to a 
certain lane, where stopping, he bade ns ob- 
serve huh, and do as he did, and walking a 
few paces, dived into a cellar, and disappeared 
ID an instant I followed his example, and, 
descending very successfully, found myself 
m the middle of a cook’s shop, dmost suffo- 
cated with the steams of bmled beef, and 
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surrounded by a company of hackney •rcoach- call at his fnend^s house, which, we were in* 
men, chairmen, draymen, and a few footmen formed, was in the neighbourhood, whither 
out of place or onboard wages, who sat eat, we accordingly went, and were so lucky as 
ing shin of beef, tripe, cow»heel, or sausages, to find him at home This gentleman, who 
at separate boards, covered With cloths which had come from Scotland three or four years 
tum^ my stomach While I stood in amaze, before, kept a school in town, where he 
undetermined whether to sit down or walk taught the Latin, French, and Italian Ian- 
upwards again, Strap m his descent missmg guages , but what he chiei^ professed Whs 
one of the steps, tumbled headlong into this the pronunciation of the English tongue 
infernal ordinary, and overtumecf the cook after a method more speedy and uncommon 
as she carried a porringer of soup to one of than any practised heretofore, and indeed, 
the guests ' m her fall, she dashed the whole if his scholars spoke like their master, the 
mess agilnst the legs of a drummer belong- latter part of his undertaking was certainly 
mg to the foot-ffuards, who happened to be performed to a tittle , for, although 1 could 
in her way, and scalded him so miserably, easily understand eveiy word of what 1 had 
that he started up, aud danced up and down, heard hitherto since 1 entered England, 
uttering a volley of execrations that made three parts m four of his dialect were as iin- 
my hair stand on end While he entertained intelligible to me, as if he had spoke in the 
the company in this manner, with an elo- Arabic or Irish He was a middle-sized man, 
quence peculiar to himself, the cook got up, and stooped very much, though not abo\c 
and, after a hearty curse on the poor author the age of forty , his face frightfully pitted 
of this mischance, who lay under the table with the small-pox, and his mouth extended 
scratching his rump with a woful counte- from ear to esr He was dressed in a night 
nance, emptied a salt-seller in her hand, and, gown of plaid, fastened about Ins middle 
stripping down the patient’s stocking, which with a serjeant’s old sash, and a tic periwig, 
brought the skin along with it, ap]fiied the with a fore-top three inches high, in the 
contents to the sore This poultice was fashion of King Charles II *b reign After 
scarce laid on, when the drummer, who had he had received Strap (who was related to 
begun to abate ofhis exclamation, broke forth him) very courteously, he inquired of him 
into such a hideous yell, as made the whole who I u as, and, being mfonned, took me by 
company tremble, then seizing a pewter the hand, telling me he was at school with 
pinUpot that stood by him, squeezed the sides my father When he understood ray sit'ia 
of It together, as if it had been made of pliant tion, he assured me that he would do me all 
leather, grinding his teeth at the same time the service in his power, both by lus advu e 
with a most horrible grin Guessing the and otherw ise , and, while he spoke those 
cause of this violent transport, I bade the words, eyed me witli great attention, walk- 
womgn wash off tJie salt, and bathe the part ing round me several times, and muttering, 
with oil, which she did, and procured him — “O C — ^st» O C — st* fatasaight is here'*” 
immediate ease But here another difficulty 1 soon guessed the reason ofhis ejaculation, 
occurred, which was no other than the land- and said, — 1 suppose, sir, you are not 
lady’s insisting on his paying for the pot he pleased with my dress “ Dress’” answer- 
had rendered useless He swore he would ed he, “ you may caal it fat you please in 
pay for nothing but what he had eaten, and your country, but 1 vaw to Gad ’tis a mas- 
bade her be thankful for his moderation, or queradc here No Christian will admit 
else he would prosecute her for damages, such a figure into his hawse Upon my con- 
Strap, foreseeing the whole affair would he science, I wonder the dogs did not hunt you 
at lus door, promised to satisfy the cook^ and Did you pass through St James’s market 
called for a dram of gin to treat the drummer, God bless my eye-saight' you look like a 
which entirely appeased him, and composed cousin-german of Ourang Outang ” I began 
all animosities After this accommodation, to be a little serious at this discourse, and 
our landlord and we sat dotvn at a board, asked him if he thought I should obtain en- 
and dined upon shin of beef most deliciously, trance to-morrow at the house of Mr Crm- 
our reckoning amounting to two pence liaff- ger, on whom I chiefly depended for an 
penny each, bread and small beer included introduction into business “ Mr Cnnger, 

Mr Cnnger,” (replied he, scratching his 
cheek,) “ may be a very iionest gentleman — 
CHAPTER XIV I know nothing to the contraiy , but is your 

sole dependence upon him^ Who recom- 
We t tsit Strap* s friend — description of him mended you to him'*’* I pulled out Mr Crab’s 
— hu adotce-^go to Mr Cringer*s hmse letter, and told him the foundation of my 
—are denied admitlawie—‘an accident hopes , at which he stared at me, and repeat- 
hefdls Strap — his behaviour thereupon-^ ed — C— st ' ” I began to conceive bad 
on extraordinary adventure occurs^ in the omens from this behaviour of his, and begged 
course of which I lose all my money he would assist me with his advice, which he 

promised to give me ihinkly and, as a spe- 
1 n the afternoon my companion proposed to cimen, directed us to a periwig warehouse in 
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the neighbourhood, m or^r to be accommo- man passing bv ine» etopped of a sudden, and 
dated , laying strong injunctions On itne not took up something, M^’hich having examined, 
to appear before Mr Cringcr tJI 1 had parted he turned, and presented it to me, with these 
witli these carroty locks, which (be said) words — “ Sir, you have dropt half-a-crown 
\v ere sufficient to beget an antipathy against I was not a little surpnSed Ji^tiiis instance of 
me m all mankmd ^ And, as we were going honesty, and told him itdid notlielongto me, 
to pursue this advice, he called me back, but ho bade me recollect, and see if all my 
aiy} bade me be sure to deliver my letter money was safo upon which I pulled out 
into Mr Cringer^s own hand As we walked my purse (hlr I had bought one since I came 
along, Strap triumphed greatly in our rccep- to town), and reckoning my money in my 
lion with his friend, who, it seems, had as- hand, which was now reduced to hve guineas 
sured him he would, m a day or two, provide seven shillings and two pence, assured him I 
for him with some good master , and “ now,” had lost nothing Well, then,” spys he, 
says he, “ you shall see how I shall fitiyou “ so much the better — ^this is a God-send , and 
w ith-a wig There’s ne’er a barber in ton- as you two Were present when I picked ib up, 
don fatid that’s a bold word) can pawn a you are entitled to equal shares with me ” I 
rotten caul, or a penny-weight of dead hair, was astonished at these words, and looked 
upon me And indeed this zealous adherent upon this person to be a prodigy of integrity, 
did wrangle so long with the merchant, that but absolutely refused to take any part of the 
1 e w dh desired twenty times to leave the sum “ Come, gentlemen,” said he, “ you 
bhd] , and see if he could get one cheaper are too modest — Isee you are strangers, but 
elstnv liere At length I made choice of a you sliall give me leave to treat you with a 
good handsome bob, for Inch I paid ten whet tins cold, raw morning ” I would 
shillings, and returned to our lodging, where have declined this invitation, but Strap whis- 
Strap in a moment nd me of that hair which pered to me that the gentleman would be af- 
Imd given the schoolmacler so much offence fronted, and I complied “ Where shall we 
We got up ntxt day betimes, having been go’” said the stranger, "lam quite >gno- 
informed that Mr C ringer gave audience by rant of this part of the town ” I informed hiiii 
candle-light to dll hi8 dependents, he himself tliat wc were m the same situation, upon 
being obliged to attend the levee of my Lord which he propo^d to go into the first public- 
Terrier at break of day, be( ause liis lordship house we should hnd open , and, as we walk- 
made one at the mim6lcr’b between eight and ed together, he began in this manner — " 1 
nine o’clock When we came to Mr Cnn- hnd by your tongues jouare from Scotland, 
gcr’s door, Strap, to give me dti instance of gentlemen My grandmother by the fethor’s 
hib politenebs, ran to the knocker, which he side w’as of your country, and I am so pre- 
employed so loud and pc long, that he alarm- possessed in its fat our, that I never meet a 
ed the w hole s+reet , and a w indow opening Scotchman but my heart warms The Scots 
III the second story of the next house, a are a very brave people There is scarce a 
chamber-pot was di&charged upon him so great family in the kingdom that cannot 
cfTectually, that the poor barber was wet to boast of some exploits performed by its an- 
tho skin, while I, being luckily at some dis- cestors many hundred jears ago There’s 
tance, est aped the unbavoury deluge In the our Douglases, Gordons, Campbells, Ilani- 
mean tiim , a footman opening the door, and iltons We have no such ancient families 
seeing nobody in the street but us, asked, wuth here m England Then you are all very well 
a stern countciiance, it it was I who made educated I have knovim a pedlar talk m 
putli a damned noise, and what I w^anted’ Greek and Hebrew as w^ll as if they had 
1 told him 1 had business wuth his master, been his mother«tongue And for honesty, I 
whom I desired to see Upon which he once had a servant, his name was Gregory 
clapped the door in my face, telling me, I Maegregor, I would have trusted him with 
must learn better manners before 1 could have unto^ gold” This eulogium on*my native 
access to his master Vuxed at this disap* cuunlry gained my affection so strongly, that 
pointment, I turned my resentment against I believe I could have gone to death to sene 
Strap, whom I sharply repninanded for his the author , and Strap’s eyes swam in tears 
presumption , but he, not in tlie least regard- At length, as we passed through a dark Dar- 
ing what I said, wrung the unne out of his row lane, wc perceived a public-house, which 
periwig, and lifting up a large stone, flung it we entered, and found a man sitting by the 
with such force against the street door of fire smoking a pipe, with a pint of purl before 
the house from whence he had been bedew- him Our new acquaintance asked us if 
ed, that the lock giving way, it flew wide ever we had drunk egg-flip'* to which ques- 
open, and he took to his heels, leaving me to tion we answered in the negative, he assur- 
foUow him as 1 could Indeed there was no ed us of a regale, and ordered a quart to be 
time for deliberation , I therefore pursued prepared, calling for pipes and tobacco at 
him with all the speed 1 could exert, until w^e the same time We found this composition 
found ourselves, about the dawn, m a street very paiataMe, and drank heartily, the con 
wc did not know Here da we wandered versation (which was introduced W the gen- 
along, gaping about, a very decent aort of a tleman) timimg upon the snares that young 
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inexperienced people are exposed to m this 
metropolis He described a thousand cheats 
that are daily practised upon the ignorant and 
unwary, and warned us of them with so much 
good nature and concern, that we blessed the 
opportunity which threw us in his way 
After we had put the can about for some 
time, our new friend began to yawn, telling 
us he had been up alt night with a sick per- 
son, and proposed we sCould have recourse 
to some diversion to keep him awake 
** Suppose,” said he, “we should take a 
hand at whist for pastime But let me see, 
that woiiH do, there’s only three of us, and I 
cannot play at any other game The truth 
IS, I seldom or never play, but out of complai- 
sance, or at such a tune as this, when 1 am 
in danger of fallmg asleep ” Although 1 was 
not much inclined to gaming, 1 felt no aver- 
sion to pass an hour or two at cards with a 
friend, and, knowing that Strap understood as 
much of the matter as I, made no scruple of 
saying, “ I wish we could find a fourth hand ” 
While we were in this perplexity, the person 
whom we found m the house at our entrance, 
overhearing our discourse, took the pipe from 
his mouth very gravely, and accosted us thus 
— “Gentlemen, my pipe is out, you see,” 
(shaking the ashes into the fire), “ and rather 
than you should be balked, I don’t care if 1 
take a hand with you for a trifle, but remem- 
ber 1 won’t play for any thing of consequence ” 
We accepted his proffer with pleasure 
Having cut for partners, it fell to mv lot to 
play with him against our friend and Strap, 
tor three pence a game We were so suc- 
cessful, that, in a short time, 1 was half a 
crown gamer, when the gentleman whom we 
had met in the street observing he had no 
luck to-day, proposed to leave off, or change 
partners By this time 1 was inflamed with 
my good fortune and the expectation of im- 
proving it, as I perceived the two strangers 
played but indifferently therefore I voted 
for giving him his revenge, and, cutting 
again. Strap and I (to our mutual satisfaction) 
happened to be partners My good fortune 
attended me still and in less than an hour 
we had got thirty shillings of their money , 
for, as they lost, they grew the keene^ and 
doubled stakes every tune At last the in- 
constant goddess began to veer about, and 
we were very soon stnpped of all our gains, 
and about forty shillings of our own money 
This loss mortified me extremely, and had a 
visible effect on the muscles of Strap’s fiice, 
which lengthened apace, but our antagonists 
perceiving our condition, kindly permitted us 
to retrieve our loss, and console purselves 
with a new acquisition Then my compan- 
ion wisely suggested it was time to be gone, 
upon which the person who had pined us m 
the house began to curse the cards, and mut- 
tered that we were mdebted to fortune only 
for what we had got, no part of our success 
being owing to our good play This insinua- 


tion nettled me so mucli, that I challenged 
him to a game of piquet for a crown, and he 
was witli difflculty persuaded to accept the 
mvitation This contest ended in less than 
an hour, to mv inexpressible aflSiction, who 
lost every shilling of my own money, Strap 
absolutely refusing to supply me with a six- 
pence The gentleman, at whose request 
we had come m, perceiving, ly ray di^s- 
consolate looks, tlie situation of my heart, 
which well nigh bursted with grief and re- 
sentment when the other stranger got up 
and went away with my money, began in 
this%ianner — “lam truly afflicted at your 
bad luck, and would willingly repair it, was it 
in my power But what in the name rf 
goodness could provoke you to tempt your 
fate BO long*! It is always a nthxim with 
gamesters, to pursue success as far as it will 
go, and to stop whenever fortune shifls iibout 
You are a young man, and your passions too 
impetuous, you must learn to govern tliem 
better however, there is no expenence like 
tliat which 18 bought, you will be the better 
for this the longest day you have to live As 
for the fellow who has got your money, I 
don’t half like him Did you not observe me 
tip you the umk to leave off in time” I 
answered, no “ No’” continued he, “ you 
was too eager to mind any thing but the 
game But, liarkee,” said he, in a whisper, 
“ are you satisfied of that young man’s hon- 
esty ’ his looks are a little suspicious, but 1 
may be mistaken, he made a great many gri- 
maces while he stood behind you, this is a 
very wicked town ” I told him I was very 
well convinced of my comrade’s integrity, 
and that the grimaces he mentioned were 
doubtless owing to his anxiety at my loss 
“ O ho ’ if that be the cose, I ask his pardon, 
— landlord, see what’s to pay ” The reck- 
oning amounted to eighteen pence, which 
having discharged, the gentleman shook us 
both by the hand, and saying he should be 
very glad to see us again, departed 


CHAPTER XV 

Strap morahzes-^presents hts purse to me 
— we inform our landlord of my misfor- 
tunC’^he unravels the mystery — I present 
myself to Crtnger — he recommends and 
turns me over to Mr Stay tape — I become 
acquainted with a fellow-dependent, who 
explains the characters of Crtnger and 
Stay tape — and informs me of the method 
to be pursued at the navy-office and sur~ 
geons* hall — Strap is employed 

In our way to our lodging, afler a profound 
silence on both sides, Strap, with a hideous 
groan, observed that we had brought our pigs 
to a fine market To this observation 1 
made no reply, and he went on, “God send 
us well out of this place , we have not been 
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in London eight.and-foFty4iourB, and I be- 
lieve we have met with eight-and-fbrty thou- 
sand misfortunes — ^we have been jeered, re- 
proached, buffeted, pissed upon, and last 
stripped of our money, and I suppose by-and- 
by we shall be stnpped of our skins Indeed, 
ab to the money part of it, that was owing to 
our^pwn folly, Solomon says, bray a fotn m 
a mortar, and he totU never be wise Ah * 
God help us, an ounce of prudence is worth a 
pound of gold ” This was no time for him 
to tamper with mv disposition, already mad 
with my loss, and inflamed with resentment 
against him for having refused me a Ifttle 
money to attempt to retneve it 1 therefore 
turned towards him with a stern countenance, 
"'^ind asked, ** who he called fool i*’ Being al- 
togethei unaccustomed to such looks ^om 
me, he stood still, and stared in my face for 
some time, then, with some confusion, ut- 
tered, ‘Fool* I called nobody fool but my- 
self, 1 am sure I am the greatest fool of the 
two, for being so much cone erned at other 
people’s misfortunes but nemo omnibus horis 
sapit — ^that’s all — ^that’s all ” Upon which 
a silence ensued, that brought us to our lodg- 
ing, where I threw myself upon the bed in an 
agony of despair, resolved to perish rather 
than apply to my companion, or any other 
body, for relief, but Strap, who knew my 
temper, and whose heart bled within him at 
my distress, after some pause, came to the 
bedside, and, putting a leathern purse into my 
hand, burst into tears, crying, I know what 
you think' but I scorn your thoughts 
There’s all I have in the w orld, lake it, and 
I’ll perhaps get more for you before that be 
done If not. I’ll beg for you, steal for you, 
go tliioiigh the wide world with you, and 
starve with you, for though I be a poor cob- 
ler’s son, I am no scout ” 1 was so touched 
with the generous passion of this poor crea- 
ture, that 1 could not refrain from weeping 
also, and we mingled our tears together for 
some time Upon examining the purse, I 
found in it two half-guineas and half a crown, 
which I would have returned to him, saying, 
he knew better than 1 how to manage it, but 
he absolutely refused my propossl, and told 
me It was more reasonable and decent that he 
should depend upon me, who was a gentle- 
man, than th*it I should be controlled by him 
After this friendly contest was over, and 
our minds more at ease, we informed our 
landlord of what had happened to us, taking 
care to conceal the extremity to which we 
were reduced He no sooner heard the story, 
than he assured us we had been grievously 
imposed upon by a couple of sharpers, who 
were associates, and that this polite, honest, 
friendly, humane person, who had treated us 
so civilly, was no other than a rascally money- 
dropper, who made it his business to decoy 
strangers in that manner to one of his own 
haunts, where an accomplice or two were 
always w aiting to assist in pillaging the prey 


he had run down Here tlie ^od man re- 
counted a great many stones of people who 
had been seduced, cheated, pilfered, beat, 
nay even murdered, by such villains I 
was confounded at the artifice and wicked- 
ness of mankind , and Strap, lifting up his 
eyes and hands to Heaven, prayed that God 
would deliver him from such scenes of ini- 

n , for surely the devil had set up his 
le m London Our landlord being 

cunous to know what reception we had met 
with at Mr Cnnger’s, we acquainted him 
with the particulars , at which he shook his 
head, and told us, we had not gone the right 
way to work , that there was nothmg to be 
done with a m— b— r of p— m — without a 
bribe that the servant was commonly in- 
fected with the master’s disease, and expected 
to be paid for his work, as well as his betters 
He, therefore, advised me to give the foot- 
man a shilling the next time 1 should desire 
admittance to my patron, or else 1 should 
scarce find on opportunity to dehvermy let- 
ter Accordingly, next monimg, when the 
doQr was opened, I slipt a shilling into his 
hand, and told him I had a letter for his mas- 

for the fellow let me m immediately, and 
taking the letter out of my hand, desired me 
to wait m a kind of passage for an answ or 
In this place 1 continued standing for three 
quarters of an hour, during which time I saw 
a great many young fellows, whom I formerly 
^^new in Scotland, pass and repass, with an 
air of familiarity, m their way to and from 
the audience chamber, while 1 wa-s fam to 
stand shivering m the cold, and tarn my 
back to them, that they might not perceive 
the low ness of my condition At length Mr 
Cnnger came out to see a young gentleman 
to the door, who was no other than Squire 
Gawky, dressed in a very gay suit of clothes 
at parting, Mr Cnnger shook him by the 
hand, and told him he hoped to have the 
pleasure of his company at dinner, then 
turning about towards me, ashed what were 
my commands ^ When he understood I W'as 
the person who had brought the letter troru 
Mr Cmb, he afiected to recollect my name, 
which#however,, he pretended be could not 
do, till he had consulted the letter again , to 
save him that trouble, I told him my name 
was Random Upon which he wen|^ on, 
“Ay, ay, Random, Random, Random — I 
think I remember the name and very well 
he might, for this very individual Mr Cnnger 
had many a time rode before my grandfather’s 
cloak-bag, in quality of a footman “ Well,” 
says he, “you propose to go on board a man- 
of-war as surgeon’s mate ” I replied by a 
low bow “ I believe it will be a difficult 
matter,” continued he, “to procure a war- 
rant, there being already such a swarm of 
Scotch surgeons at the navy office, m expec- 
tation of the next vacancy, that the commiss- 
ioners are afraid of being torn to piece*. 
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and have actually applied for a ^uard to pro- 
tect them However, some ships will s6ou 
be put in comuiission, and then we shall see 
what’s to be done ” So saying, he leR me, 
r exceedingly mortified at the different recep- 
tion Mr Gawky and I had met with from 
this upstart, proud, mean member, who, I 
imagined, would have been glad of an oppor- 
tunity to be grateful for the obligations he 
owed to my fami^ 

At my return, I was surprised with the 
agreeable news of Strap’s being employed, 
on the recommendation of his friend the 
schoolmaster, by a penwig-maker in the 
neighbourhood, who allowed him hve shill- 
mgs per week, besides bed and board 1 
continued to dance attendance every other 
morning at the levee of Mr Crmger, during 
a fortnight, in which time 1 became acquaint- 
ed with a young fellow of my own country 
and profession, who also depended on the 
member’s interest, but was treated with 
much more respect than F, both by tlie ser- 
vants and master, and often admitted into a 
parlour where there was a fire, for the con- 
vemence of the better sort of those who 
waited for him Thither I was never per- 
mitted to penetrate, on account of my appear- 
ance, which was not at all fashionable , but 
was obliged to stand blowing my fingers m 
a cold lobby, and take the first opportunity 
of Mr Cnnger’s gomg to the door to speak 
with him One day, while I enjoyed this 
occasion, a, person was introduced, whom 
Mr Cnnger no sooner saw, than, running 
towards mm, he saluted him with a bow to 
the very ground, and afterwards shaking him 
by the hand with great heartiness and fa- 
rniliarity, called him his good friend, and 
asked very kindly after IVus Staytape, and 
the young ladies, then, after a whisper 
which continued some minutes, wherein I 
overheard the word honour repeated several 
times with great emphasis, Mr Cnnger in- 
troduced me to this gentleman, as to a person 
whose advice and assistance I might depend 
upon, and having given me his direction, 
followed me to the door, where he told me 
1 need not give myself tlie trouble to call at 
his house any more, for Mr Staytape would 
do my business At that instant my fellow 
dejvendant coming out after me, overheard 
tlie f|iscoursc of Mr Cringor, and making up 
tome on the street, accosted me very civilly 
This address I looked upon as no small 
honour, considering the figure he made , for 
he was dressed in a blue frock wMth a gold 
button, a green silk waistcoat tninmed wnth 
gold, black velvet breechep, white sil^ stock- 
ings, silver buckles, a gold-laced hat, a spen- 
cer wig, and a silver-hilted hanger, with a 
fine clouded cane in his hand “ f perceive,” 
says he, **you are but lately come from 
Scotland, pray what may your business 
with Mr Cnnger be"* I suppose it is no 
secret— and 1 may possibly g^ve you some 


advice that may be serviceable , for I have 
been surgeon’s second mate on board of a 
seventy-gun ship, and consequently know a 
good dem of the world ” I made no scruple 
to disclose my situation, which when he 
had learned, he shook his head, and told me 
be had been pretty much m the same cir- 
cumstances about a year ago , that he Jiad 
relied on Cnnger’s promises, until his money 
(which was considerable), as well as his 
credit, w^as quite exhausted, and vrhen he 
wrote to his relations for a fresh supply, in- 
stead of money he received nothing but re- 
pr Jkches, and the epithets of idle debauched 
fellow that, after he had waited at the 
navy-office many months for a warrant, to no 
purpose, he was fam to pawn some of hiw^ 
clothes, which raised a sfnall sups, wherewith 
he bnbed the secretary, who soon procured 
a warrant for him, notwithstanding he had 
affirmed, the same day, that there wa*? not 
one vacancy that he had gone on board, 
where he remained nine months , at the end 
of which the ship was put out of commission 
and he said the company were to be paid 
off m Broad-street the very next day that 
his relations being reconciled to him, had 
charged him to pay Ins devoirs regularly to 
Mr Cnnger, who had informed them^ bv 
letter, that his interest alone had procured 
the warrant , in obedience to which command 
he came to his levee every morning as I savs , 
though lie looked upon him to be a verv 
pitiful scoundrel In conclusion, he asked 
me if 1 had >et passed at surgeons’ hall ' 
To which question T answered I did not so 
much as know it was necessaiy “ Neces- 
sary’” cried lie, “O Lord, O Lord' I find 
I must instruct you — come along with me, 
and I’ll give you some information .iboni 
that matter ” So saying, he earned me intf> 
an ale-house, where he called for some beer 
and bread and cheese, on which we bre.ik- 
fasted While we sat in this place, he told 
me 1 must first go to the navy-office, and 
wnte to the board, desiring them to order a 
letter for me to the surgeons’ hall, that 1 
may be examined touching my skill in sur- 
gery that the surgeons, after having exam- * 
med me, would give me my qiialitication 
sealed up in form of a letter, directed to tlie 
commissioners, which qualification 1 must 
deliver to the secretary of the board, who 
would open it in my presence, and road the 
contents, after which, I must employ my 
interest to be provided for as soon as possi- 
ble that the expense of this qualification, 
for second mate of a third rate, amounted to 
thirteen shillings, excluKve of the W'arrant, 
which cost him halfa-guinea and half-a- 
crown, besides the present to the secretary, 
which consisted of a three-pound-twelve 
piece This calculation was like a thunder- 
bolt to me, whose whole fortune did not 
amount to twelve shilling 1 accordingly 
made him acquainted witn this part of my 
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distress, after having^ thanked him lur his 
information and advice lie condoled me 
on this occasion, but bade me be of good 
cheer, for he had conceived a friendship fur 
ine, and would make all things easy He 
was run out at present, but to-morrow or 
next day lie was certain of receiving a con- 
i^erable sum, of which ho would J^nd me 
v\hdt would be sufficient to answer my exi- 
gencies This frank declaration pleased me 
so niiuh, that 1 pulled out my purse, and 
emptied it before him, begging him to take 
what he pleased for pocket expense-, until 
he should receive his owm money With a 
good deal of pressing he was prevailed upon 
to take five shillings, telling me that he 
might have what money he wanted at any 
time for the trouble of going into the city , 
but as he had met with me, he would defer 
lii« going thither till to-morrow, when I 
should go along with him, and lie would put 
me m a way of acting for myself, without 
Liiy servile depemh P(c on that rascal Crin- 
ger, much less on the lousy tailor to whom he 
heaid him turn me over ‘ llow,” cried I, 
Mr Stajtape a tailoi^* “No loss, Til 
assure }ou, * answered ho “and, I confess, 
more likely to serve you than the member , 
tor, prmidod jou can eiilertaui him with 
l»oIitics and conundrums, ’you may have 
credit with him for asman> and vl'^xu li c lotlies 
as you please ” I told him I w as utterly igno- 
rant of both, and so incensed at Uringtr's 
usage, that I would never set foot within his 
door again Alien a good deal more convei- 
sation, inv now acquaintance ,iri(l f parted, 
having made an appointment to meet tin 
next da\ at the same pla((, in rrd<r to ^et 
out for the tit\ 1 wpit uniucdiatilj to 
Strap, and related tverv thing which had 
happened hut he did not u1 all ai>prove ol 
my being so forward to lend mone^ to a 
stranger, especially as we iiad already been 
so much imposed upon by appearances 
* However,” said he, “if you are sure ho is 
a Scotchman, 1 believe you are ‘'ate ” 


emPTER XVI 

My npti) atquaintnnce breaks an appofnf^ 
ment — 1 pioteed by nnjself to the navy- 
office — addrchs myself to a person there 
— tbho assists me with ht^ advice — wrt/c 
to the board — they f*rant me a letter to 
the surs^eons at the hall — am informed 
of the beaus name and character — find 
him — he makes me his confidant in an 
amour — desires me to pawn my linen for 
/ns occasions — 1 iccover what I lent him 
— some curious observations of Strap on 
that occasion — his vanity 

In the morning I rose and went to the place 
of rendezvous, where I waited two hours in 
vain, and was so exasperated against him 
d Z* hO 


for breaking his appointment, that J set out 
for the city by myself* in hopes of finding 
the vjilam, and being revenged on him for 
his breach of promise At length I found 
myself at the navy office, which 1 entered, 
and saw crowds of young fellows walking 
below, many of whom made no better appear- 
ance than myself 1 consulted the physiog- 
nomy of each, and at last made up to one 
whose countenance I liked, and asked a he 
could instruct me in the form of tite letter 
which was to be sent to the board, to obtain 
an order for examination'* He answered me 
jn bioad Scol( h, that he would show me the 
copy of what he had wnt lor himself, by the 
direction of another who knew^ the form, 
and accordingly pulled it out of hie pocket 
for iny perusal , and told me, that, if 1 was 
expeditious, I might send it in to the board 
before dinner, for they did no business in 
the afternoon He then went with me to a 
coffee-house hard by, where I wrote the let- 
ter, wluch was immediately delivered to the 
messenger, w ho told rnc 1 might expect an 
order to-morrow about tlie same tunc Hav- 
ing transacted this piece of business, mv 
mind was a good deal composed , and as I 
met with so much civility from this strange r, 
I desired turther acquaintance with him, fully 
resolved, however, not to be decei.ed by 
him so much to my prejudu e, as I had beea 
by tlic beau Ho" agreed to dine with me 
at the cook’s shop which I had freepieiite d , 
and on our vv ay thither, earned me to Changt , 
w licre I w as in some hopes of finding Mr Jack- 
son ^for that w as the name ol the person w li.> 
had broke his appointment) 1 sought him 
there to no purpose, and on our way towards 
me other < ml of the town, imparted to iin 
companion his behaviour towards me upon 
which lie gave me lo understand, that In^ 
was no stranger to the name of Beau Jackson 
(bO he w as called at the navy-office), although 
he did not know him personalh , that he had 
the character of a good-natured, careless fel- 
low , who made no scruple of borrowing fro i 
any body that would lend , that most peoph 
v\ ho knew him believed he had a good prin- 
ciple at bottom; but his extravagance wn*? 
suefi, ho would probably never have it in his 
pow er to I lanifest the honesty of his inter,- 
tion This account made me sweat for inv 
five shillings, which 1 neverthelosB did not 
altoirether despair of recovering, provided I 
could find out the debtor This young man 
likewise added another circumstance oi 
Squire Jackson’s history, which was, thdt 
bc'ing destitute of all means to equip hmiseJf 
for sea, when he received his last w^arrant, 
he had been recommended to a person w Im 
lent him a little money, after he had signc'd 
a will and power, entitling that person to 
lift his wages when they should become due, 
as also to inherit his efiects in case of his 
death that he was still under the tutorage 
and direction of that gentleman, who advaii- 
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ced him small sums from time to time upon 
his security, at the rate of 50 per cent But 
at present his credit was very low, because 
his funds would do little more than pay 
what he had already received, this moderate 
interest included After the stranger (whose 
name was Thomson) had entertained me 
with tins account of Jackson, he informed 
me that he himself had passed for third mate 
of a third rate, about four months ago , since 
which time he had constantly attended at 
the navy-office m hope of a warrant, having 
been assured from the beginning, both by a 
Scotch member, and one of the commission- 
ers to whom the member recommended him, 
that he should be put into the first vacancy , 
notwithstanding which promise, he had the 
mortification to see six or seven appointed 
to the same station almost eveiy week , that 
now being utterly impoverished, his sole 
hope consisted m the promise of a friend 
lately come to town, to lend him a small 
matter, for a present to the secretary, with- ’ 
out which he was persuaded he might wait a 
thousand years to no purpose 1 conceived 
a mighty liking for this young fellow, which 
(I believe) proceeded from the similitude of I 
our fortunes we spent the whole day to- 
gether, and, as he lived at Wapping, 1 de- 
sired him to take a share of my bed Next 
day we returned to the navy-office, where, 
after being called before the board, and ques- 
tioned about the place of my nativity and 
education, tliey ordered a letter to be made 
out for me, which, upon paying haJf-a-rrown 
to the clerk, I received, and delivered into 
the hands of the clerk at surgeons’ hall, to- 
gether with a shilling for his trouble m 
registering my name By this time my 
wn^ole stock was diminished to two shillings, 
and I saw not the least prospect of relief, 
even for present subsistence, much less to 
enable me to pay the fees at surgeons’ hall 
for my examination, which would come on 
m a fortnight In this state of perplexity, 1 
consulted Strap, who assured me he would 
pawn every thing he had in the world, even 
to his razors, before 1 should want , but this 
expedient I absolutely rejected, telling him, 

] would a thousand times rather list for a 
soldier, of which I had some tlio ights, than 
be any longer a burden to him At the word 
soldier, he grew pale as death, and begged, 
on his knees, I would think no more 6f that 
scheme “ God preserve us all in our right 
wits*” cried he, “would you turn soldier, 
and perhaps be sent abroad against the 
Spaniards, where you must stand and be 
shot at like a woodcock'* — Heaven keep 
cold lead out of my carcase ' and let me die 
in a bed like a Christian, os all rny forefathers 
have done What signifies all the riches 
and honours of this life, if one enjoys not 
content'* and m the next there is no respect 
of persons Better be a poor honest barber, 
w ith a good CO iscieace, and time to rep'^ut 


of my sms upon my death-bed, than be cut 
off (God bless us) by a musket-shot, as it 
were m the very flower of one’s age, m the 
pursuit of riches and fame What signify 
riches'* iny dear friend ' do not they make 
unto themselves wings'* as the wise man 
saith , and does not Horace observe,— non 
domus aut fundus^ non icns acervus ant 
aurtf tBgroto domino dednxit corporefebrem, 
non nntmo curas I could, moreover, men- 
tion many other sayings in contempt of 
riches, botli from the Bible and other good 
books , but, as I know you are not very fond 
of th&e things, I shall only assure you. that, 
if you take on to be a soldier, 1 will do the 
same , and then if we should both be slam, 
you will not only have your own blood to 
answer for, but mine also , and, perjfdventure, 
the lives of all those whom we shall kill in 
battle Therefore, I pray you, consider, 
whether you will sit down contented with 
srnaJl things, and share tlie fruits of my in- 
dustry in peace, till Providence shall send 
better tidings , or, by your despair, plunge 
both our souls and bodies into everlasting 
perdition, which God of his infinite mercy 
forbid ” 1 could nut help smiling at this 

harangue, which was delivered with great 
earnestness, the tears standing m his eyes all 
the time, and promised to do nothing ot 
that sort without his consent and concur- 
rence He was much comforted with this 
declaration, and told me in a few’^ days he 
should receive a week’s wages, which should 
be at my service, but advised mo, in the 
mean time, to go m quest of Jackson, and 
recover, if possible, what lie had borrowed 
of me I accordingly trudged about from 
one end of the town to the other for sever il 
days, without being able to learn any tiling 
certain concerning him , and one day, being 
extremely hungry, and allured by the steams 
that regaled my nostrils from a boiling cel- 
lar,! went down with an intention to gratiiv 
ray appetite with two-penny wortli ot heel , 
when, to my no small surprise, I found Mr 
Jackson sitting at dinner with a footman 
He no sooner perceived me than he got up, 
and shook me by the hand, saying, — “he 
was glad to sec me, for he intended to havc» 
called at my lodgings in the afternoon ” 1 
was so well pleased with this rencounter, 
and the apologies he made for not keeping 
his appointment, that I forgot my resentrneni, 
and sat down to dinner, with the happy ex- 
pectation of not only recovering my own 
money before we should part, but also of 
reaping the benefit of his promise to lend me 
wherewitbaJ to pass examination , and this 
hope my sanguine complexion suggested, 
though the account Thomson gave me of 
him ought to have moderated my expectation 
When we had feasted sumptuously, he took 
his leave of the footman, and adjourned with 
me to an ale-house hard by, where, after 
siia\’ig me by the ha id agi i, he Icgan 
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thus, — I suppose you think me a sad do^, 
Mr Random, and 1 do confess that appear- 
ances arc against me But I dare say you 
will forgive me, when I tell you, my not 
coming at the time appointed was owing to 
a peremptory messa^ I received from a 
certain lady, whom, liark’ee (but this is a 
gyeat secret), I am to marry very soon You 
think this strange, perhaps, but it is not less 
true for all that — a five thousand pounder, 
ril asbure you, besides expectations For 
my own part, devil take me if I know what 
any woman can see engaging about me — ^but 
a whim you know , and Uien one woiiSd not 
baulk one’s good fortune You saw that 
footman who dired with us — he’s one of the 
honestest fellows that ever wore a livery 
You mush know it was by his means 1 was 
introduced to her, for he made me first 
acquainted with her woman, who is his mis- 
trcbb ay, many a crown has he and his 
sweetheart had of my money , but what of 
that'* things arc now brought to a bearing 
I have — (come a little this way) — I have 
proposed marriage, and the day is fixed, 
she’s a charming creature , writes like an 
angel O Jjord* she can repeat all the 
Eriglibh tragedies as wi 11 as e’er a player m 
Drury-lane ’ and indeed is so fond of plays, 
that, to be near the stage, bhe has^ taken 
lodgmgb in a court hard by the theatre But 
you shall see — you shall bee — here’s the last 
letter she sent me ” With these words he 
])ur It into my hand, and I read (to the best 
of my rerni rnbrani <*) as follows 

“ Deer Krffter, — As you are the anima 
ble hopjac k of my coiitempi lyshins, your ay- 
dear is infernally skimming before my kev- 
nicry i a1 fansee, when Murfy sends his puppies 
to the heys of slipping mortals, and when 
Febiis shines from his merrydying throne 
whereupon, 1 shall < diisee if old whorie Tune 
has lost his pinn( rs, as also Cupid hib har- 
rows, until thou enjoy sweet propose iii the 
loafbeck harms of thy faithfoolto commend, 

**ClA\ RENDER ” 

“ Wingar yeard, Droory-lane, 

“ January 12th ” 

While I was reading, he seemed to be in 
ecstacy, nibbing his hands, and bursting out 
into fits of laughte**, at last he caught hold 
of my hand, and, squeezing it, cried, — « There 
16 style for you* what do you think of this 
billet doux'*” I answered, “ It might be sub- 
lime for aught I knew, for it was altogether 
above my comprehension” “O ho’” said 
he, “ I believe it is — both tender and sublime 
— she’s a divine creature' — and so doats 
upon me' Lot me see, what shall I do with 
this money, when I have once got it into my 
hands'* In the first place I shall do for you 
— I’m a man of few words , but, say no more, 
that’s determined Whether would you ad- 
vise me to purchase some post, by which I 
may rise in the state , or lay out my wife’s 
fortune in land, and retire to the country at 


I once^” — I gave my opinion without hesita- 
tion, that he could not do better than buy an 
estate and improve , especially since he had 
already seen so much of the world I’hen I 
launched out into the praises of a country life, 
as described by the poets whose works 1 had 
read He seemed to relish my advice, but 
withal told me, that, although he had scon a 
great deal of the world, both by land and sea, 
having cruised three whole months m the 
channel yet he should not be satisfied until 
he had visited France, which he proposed to do 
before he should settle, and to carry his wife 
along with him I had nothing to object to 
his proposal, and asked how soon he hoped to 
be happy ^ “As to that,” he replied, “ no- 
thing obstructs my happiness but the v/ant of 
a little ready cash , for you must know, iny 
friend m the city has gone out of town for a 
week or two , and I unfortunately missed my 
pay at Broad-street, by being detained too 
long by the dear charmer but there will be 
a recall at Chatham next week, whither the 
ship’s books are sent, and I have commiss- 
ioned a friend in that place to receive the 
money ” “If that be all,” said I, “there’s 
no great harm in deferring your marriage a 
few days ” “Yes, faith ' but there is,” said 
he, “you don’t know how many rivals I have, 
\\ ho would take all advantages against me 1 
w^uld not baulk the impatience of her passion 
for the world, the least appearance of cold- 
ness and indifference would rum all, and 
such offers don’t occur every day ” I acqui- 
esced in this observation, and inquirf*d how 
ho intended to proceed at this question lu 
i libbed h’s (bin, and said, — “ Why, trul>, I 
must be obliged to some friend or other— do 
you know nobody that would lend me a small 
sum for d day or two'*” I assured him I was 
such an utter stranger in London, that 1 did 
not believe that I could borrow a guinea it 
my life depended upon it “No'” said he, 
“that’s hard — that’s hard 1 wish I had any 
thing to pawn, upon my soul you have got 
excellent linen (feeling the sleeve of rny 
shirt) how many shirts of that kind have 
you got'*” I answered, “ six niffled and six 
plain,” at which he testified great surprise, 
and«wmre that no gentleman ought to have 
more than four “ How many d’ye think 1 
have got**” continued he, “but this and 
another, as 1 hope to be saved ' I dare say 
we shall be able to raise a good sum out of 
your superfluity — let me see — ^let me see — 
each of these shirts arc worth sixteen shill- 
ings at a moderate computation , now, sup- 
pose we pawn them for half price, eight 
time eight is sixty-four, that’s tnree pounds 
four Zounds' that will do, give me >onr 
hand ” “ Soflly, sofrly, Mr Jackson,” said 

I, “don’t dispose of my linen without iny 
consent first pay me the crown you owe me, 
and then we shall talk of other matter-^ ” 
He protested he had not above one shilling 
in his pocket, but that he would pay nit out 
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of the first of the money raised from the shirts 
This piece of assurance incensed me so much, 
that 1 swore 1 would not part with hnn until 
1 had received satisfaction for what I had 
lent him, and as tor the shirts, I would not 
pawn one of tliem to save him from the gal- 
lows At this expression ho laughed aloud, 
and then complained it was damn’d hard that 
J shoul^d refuse him a trifle that would infal- 
libly enable him not only to make his own 
fortune, but mine also “ You talk of pawn- 
ing my shirts,” said 1, “suppose >ou should 
sell this hanger, Mr Jackson't I believe 
it would fetch a good round sum ” “ No, 

hang it,” said he, “ I can’t appear decently 
without my hanger, or egad it hhoidd go ” 
However, seeing me infli'xible with regard to 
iny linen, he at length unbuckled his hanger, 
and, showing me the sign of the three blue 
balls, desired me to carry it thither and pawn it 
for two guineas Tins office I would b^ no 
means have performed, had I seen any like- 
lihood of having my money otherwibc, but 
not willing, out of a jnece of false delicacy, 
to neglect the only opportunity I should 
perhaps ever have, I ventured into a pawn- 
broker’s shop, where J demanded two gui- 
neas on the pledge, in the name of Thomas 
Williams “Two guineas’ (said the pawn- 
broker, looking at the hanger), “ this piece 
of goods has been here several times before 
for thirty shillings, however, since I bch#re 
the gentleman to whom it belongs will 
redeem it, he shall have what he wants ,” and 
u' cordingly he paid me the money, which 1 
earned to the house where I had left Jackson, 
and calling for change, counted out to him 
sevon-and-thirty shilling, reserving the other 
fi\e for myself After looking at the money 
some time, he said, “ D — ^n it’ it don’t signi- 
fy — this won’t do my business so you may 
as well take half a guinea, or a whole one, as 
the five shillings you have kept I thanked 
him kindly, but refused to accept of anv 
more than was my due, because I had no 
prospect of repaying it Upon which de- 
claration he stared m my fai c, and told me, I 
was excessively raw, or I would not talk in 
that ma 4 ner “ Blood'” cried lie, “ I have 
a very bad opinion of a young fellow ^ho 
won’t borrow of his friend when he is in want, 
’tis the sign of a sneaking spirit Come, 
< ome, Random, give me back the five shil- 
lings, and take this half guinea, and if ever 
you are able to pay me, I believe you will, 
if not, d — n me if ever I ask it ” When 1 
reflected on my present necesbity, I suflered 
inybelt to be persuaded, and, after making 
riiy acknowledgements to Mr Tackson, who 
oflorod to treat me with a play, I returned to 
my lodgings with a much better opinion of 
this gentleman than I had in the morning, 
and dt niglit imparted my day’s adventures to 
Stiap, who rejoiced at the good luck, saying, 
— “ J told you, if he was a Scotchman you was 
safe enough, and who knows bu» this inar- 


nage may make us all' You have heard, I 
feuppobe, as how a countryman of our’s, a 
journeyman baker, ran away with a great lady 
of this town, and now keeps his coach 
Ecod' I say nothing, but yesterday morning, 
as ] was shaving a gimtlcmau at his own 
house, there was a young lady in the room — 
a fine buxom wench, I’fdith* and felic thri w 
so many sheep’s eyes at a certain person 
whom 1 shall not name, that my heart went 
knock, knock, knock, like a fulling-mill, and 

my hand sh sh shook so much that 

I sliced a piece of skin off the gimtlernan’s 
nose •whcicby he swore a deadly oath, and 
w^as going to horsewhip me, when she pri - 
vented him, and made iry peace Ofnn^ 
hand malum' Is not a journeyman barber as 
good as a journeyman baker'* The only dif- 
ferenc e is, the baker uses flour tor the belly, 
and the barber uses it for the head and ay 
the head is a more noble member than the 
belly, so is a barber more noble than a baker 
for what’s the belly without the head'* Be- 
sidcb, I am told he could neither read nor 
write, now \ou know I can do both, and, 
moreover, speak Latin but I will say no 
more, for I despise vanity, iiotlung is more 
vain than vanity ” With these words he 
pulled out of his pocket a wav candle’s end, 
whi( h ho applied to his forehead, ind, upon 
examination, I found he had combed Ins own 
hair ov or the toupee of his wig, and was in- 
I dc cd m his whole dress become a very smart 
shaver I congratulated him on liis piospect 
with a satirical smile, wdiich he understood 
very well, and, shaking his head, observed I 
had very little fkilh, but lliC tnilb would come 
to light in spite of my incredulity 


CHAPTER XVfl 

/ go to surt^eom' hall, where 1 meet with 
Mr Ja( hson — am icramuK d — a fiirce dis- 
pulf arises between two of the tjcammrrs 
— Jathsoa diaguises himself to altrait 
respect — is deteiUd — in hazard of being 
seitt to Under ell — he treats vs at a tavtrn 
— carries us to a ntght-house — a trouble- 
some adventurf then — tde are committed 
to the round-house — earned before a jus- 
tice — his behaviour 

With the assistance ofthis faithful adherent, 
who gave mi* almost all the money he earned, 
I preserved my Jialf guinea entire till the 
day of examination, when I went, with a 
quaking heart, to surgeons’ hall, m order 
to undergo that ceremony Among a crowd 
of young fellows who walked m the outward 
hall, 1 perceived Mr Jackson, to whom I im- 
mediately wont up, and, inquiring into tlie 
state of Ins amour, understood it was still 
undetermined, by reason of his friend’s ah- 
seuee, and the delay of the recall at Chatham, 
winch put It out of his pov/er to bring it to a 
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conclusion 1 then asked what his business 
was m this place '* He replied, he was re- 
solved to have two btnng;8 to his bow, that 
HI case the one failed, lie mig’ht use the 
other , and with this view, he was to pass 
that night for a higher qualification At that 
instant, a young fellow came out from the 
)91ace of examination, with a pale counte- 
nance, his lip quivering, and ins looks as 
wild as if he had seen a ghost He no 
sooner appeared, than we all flocked about 
iiim with the utmost eagerness, to know 
what reception he had mot with , twhich 
(after some pause) he described, recounting 
all the questions they had asked, with the 
answers he made In this manner we 
obliged no less than twelve to recapitulate, 
winch, n\)W the danger was past, they did 
with pleasure, before it fell to my lot at 
length the beadle called my name, with a 
\oi(e that made me tremble as much as if it 
had betn the sound of the last trumpet 
howeicr, there was no remedy I was con- 
ducted into a large hull, where 1 saw about 
a do/en of grim faces sitting at a long table, 
one of whom bade me come forward, in such 
an imperious tone, that 1 was actually, for a 
minute or two, bereft of my senses The 
first question ho put to me w^as, — “ where 
was you borri^” to which I answered, — “m 
Scotland ” “ In Scotland,” said he, “ 1 know 
that very well , w^e have scarce any other 
lountryraen to oxamine heie, you ScokIi- 
rnf n have ()\erspread u^ of late as the locust '> 
did Egy pt 1 ask } on in what part of" Scot- 
land was }ou born ' ’ I ’gained the place of 
iny nati\ ily, w Inc h he had never bt tort- heaid 
of tie then proceinlcd to interrogate me 
about mjr age, the town w here 1 sc rved my 
iiirie, with the tenn of iny apprenbccshin , 
and, when I informed him that I sf rved three 
years only, he fell into a violent jussion, 
swore it was a shame and ii scandal to send 
li raw boys into the world ns surgeons , 
that it was a great presumption in me, and 
in affront upon the English, to jiretend to 
sufFif lent skill in my businc'-s, having served 
‘so short a time, when every apprentice in 
England was bound seven years at least , 
that my fnenc^s wouhi have done better if 
they had made me a wc'aver or shoemaker, 
but their pride woi'hl have mr a gentlemen 
(he supposed) at any rate, and their poverty 
could not afford the necessary education 
This exordium did not at all contribute to 
the recovery of my spirits, but, on tiie con- 
trary, reduceil me to such a situation that I 
WAS scarce able to s^and wh’ch being per- 
ceived by a plump gentleman who sat oppo- 
site to me, with a skull before him, he said, 
Mr Snarler w^as too severe upon the young 
man , and, turning towards me, told me I need 
not be afraid, for nobody wouM do me any 
harm then, bidding me take time to recol- 
lect myself, he examined me touching the 
operation of the trepan, and was very well 
50* 


I satisfied witli my answers The next per- 
I son who questioned rno was a wag, who bc- 
I gan by asking if 1 had ever seen amputation 
performed , and I replying in the offirinativc, 
he shook his head and said , — ** what » upon 
a dead subject, 1 suppose If,^* continued 
he, “ during an engagement at sea, a man 
should be brought to you with his head shot 
off, how would you behave After somt» 
hesitation, I owned such a case had necei 
come under my observation, neither did I 
remember to have seen any method of cure 
proposed for such an accident, in any of the 
systems of surgery 1 had perused Whether 
It was owing to the simplicity of my answer 
or the archness of the question, I know^ not 
but every member at the board deigned to 
smile, except Mr Snarler, who seemed to 
have very little of the animal ristbtle m his 
constitution The facetious rncinber, en- 
couraged by the success of his last joke, went 
on thus — “ suppose you was called to a pa- 
tient of a plethoric habit, who had l>eeii 
bruised by a fail, what would you do^” I 
answered, “ I would bleed him immediately ” 
“ What,” said he, “ before you had tied up 
his arm *” But this stroke of wit not an- 
swering his expectation, he* desired me to 
advance to the gentleman who sat next him, 
and wdio, with a pert air, asked what method 
of cure I would follow in wounds ot the in- 
testines I repeated the method of cure os 
it IS prescribed by tlie best chirurgical wri- 
ters, which he heard to an end, and then 
said, w’lth a supercilious smile, — so \ou 
think by such treatment the patient might 
recovei * ’ 1 told him I saw nothing to niaki 
me tliink otherwise “That may be,” re- 
sumed ho, “I won't answer for your fore- 
sight , but did you ever know^ a case of tin's 
kind succeed 1 answered I did not and 
was about to tell him I had never seen a 
wounded intestine , but he stopped me b\ 
saying, with some precipitation, “nor never 
will 1 aflirin that all wounds of the intoii- 
t'lies, w hether great or small, are mortal ” 
“ }*ardon me brother,” says the fat gentle- 
man, “ there is a very good aulbontv” — heu 
he was interrupted by the other with, “ Sir, 
cxdTisc me, I despise all authority Nxdhu^ 
in xjerba I stand upon my own bottom 
“ But, sir, sir,” replied his antagonist, “ tlip 
reason of the thing shows” — “ A fig for re i- 
son,” cried this sufficient member, “ I laugh 
nt reason , — give me ocular demonstration ’ 
The coi pulent gentleman began to wax w arm 
and observed that no man acquainted th 
the anatomy of the parts w'ould advam c *<111 Ii 
an extravagant assertion This inucndoen 
nged the other so much, that he started uj' 
and, in a furious tone, exclaimed, “ Wliat, 
sir ’ do you question iny knowledge in una- 
toiTiy By this time all the examiners had 
espoused the opinion of one 01 the other of 
the disputants, and raised their voi^ch all 
together, when the chairman coiiimanded 
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sjJeoce, and ordered me to withdraw In framed from laug’lnn^ at hia appearance and 
Jess than a quarter of an hour 1 was called address , wc therefore indulged ourselves d 
in again, received my qualification sealed up, good while at his expense, and afierwards 
and was ordered to pay five shillings I laid pleaded his cause so effectually with the 
dawn my half-guinea upon the table, and beadle, who was gratified with half a crown, 
stood some time until one of them bade me that the prisoner was dismissed, and, in a 
begone , to this I replied, I will when I few moments, resumed his former gaiety , 
have got my change , upon which another sw^earing, since the board had refused lifs 
threw me five shillings and sixpence, saying money, lie would spend it eVery shilling be- 
I would not be a true Scotchman it I went fore he went to bed in treating his fiiendb , 
away witliout my change I was afterwards at the same time inviting us all to favoui 
obliged to give three shillings and sixpence him with our coinpany It was now ten 
to the beadles, and a shilling to an old woman o’clock at night, and, as I had a great way to 
w ho swept ' the hall Tins disburbement walk through streets tliat were utterly im- 
biink my finances to thirteen pence half- known to me, I was prevailed upon to hi 
penny, with which I was sneaking off, wdien of their party, in hopes he w^ould afterwards 
lackson perceiving it, came up to me, and accompany me to my lodgings, according to 
begged I would tarry for him, and he would his promise lie conducted us to hib friend’s 
accompany me to the other end of the town, house, w^lio kept a tavern over the way, 
as soon as his examination should be over where wc continued drinking punch, until 
I could not refuse this to a person that w’^ab the liquor mounted up to our heads and madt 
bo much my friend , but I was astonished at us all extrenely frolic some I, in particu- 

X he change of his dresb, w Inch was varied m lar, was so much elev ated, that nothing w ould 
half an hour from what I have alicady des- serve me but a wench, at which demand 
rnbed, to a very grotesque fashion Ilis lackson expressed mucli joy, and a*?snrcd me 
head was covered with an old smoked tie- I should have my desire before we parted 
wjg that did not boast one crooked hair, and Accordingly, when he had paid the rockon- 
a slouched hat over it, which would have mg, we sallied out, roaring and bingnig, 
very well become a chirrinev-swetper or a aiul were coiidiirted bv our leader to a place 
dubt-inan , his neck wos adorned with a of nocturnal enlcTtainrnont, where 1 iinim*- 
Idark crape, the ends of which he had twisted diate’y attar hi d rnfsclf to a fair one, with 
and fixed in the button-hole of a shabby great whom I propo'?ed to spend IIm remaning 
( oat that wrapt up iiih w’hole body , his part of the night , hut she not relishing nv 
white silk stockings were converted into appearance, refused to grant m\ request bc- 
black worsted hose, and his countenance fore I should have made lit»r an acknowledge- 
w'as rendered venerable by wrinkles and a merit , winch not bulling wuth my circuin- 
heard of Jus own painting When I ex- btances, we broke offour corre'^ponrlence, to 
pressi'd my surprise at this metamorphosis, mv no small niortihcatiou and rcsentmeni, 
he laughed, and told me it was done by the berauaf I though^ the inenonarv croatiin 
advice and assistance of a friend who lived had not done justice to inj nn rit In tin 
over the way, and would certainly produce iii^aii tune, Mr Jackson’s di( ss had attracted 
bomethmg very much to Ins advantage, for the inclinations aid assidu.lics of two o” 
It gave him the appearance of age, which three nymphs, w ho loaded liiin w illi carc'ssee, 
never fails of attracting respect I applauded in return for l! ^ anack punch with winch 
Jus sagacity, and waited with impatience hetreatedrhem,tiIl.itlenglli,iK)lwithstaiu’- 
for the effects of it. At length he w as called mg the spnghllv s^illio^ of those charmer^ 
in , but whether tl'e oddness of his appear- bleep began to rt In'* povvci over us all 
ance excited a curiosity more than usual in and our condut tor < ilh‘d, “ To pay ” When 
the board, or his behaviour w as not suitable tlie bill was brought, which amounted to 
to his figure, I know not , he was discov**red twelve shillings, he put lub hand m his poclu t, 
to be an impostor, and put into the hands of hut might have saved himself tli^ trouhh , 
the beadle, in order to be sent to Bridewell for lus purse w^as gone Tins accident di^- 
So that, instead of seeing him come out concerted him a good deal at first , but, aftc i 
with a cheerful countenance, and a surgeon’s some recollection, he seized the two dulci- 
qualifiiation in his hand, 1 perceived him cineab who sat by him, one in each hand 
led through thfe outward hall as a prisoner, and swore, if they did not immediately re- 
and was very much alarmed and anxious to store his money, he would charge a consta- 
know the occasion, when he called, with a ble with them The good lady at the bai 
lamentable \oice and piteous aspect, to me, seeing what passed, whispered something to 
and some others who knew him, — “for God’s the drawer, who went out, and then, with 
sake, gentlemen, bear witness that I am the great composure, asked what w as the matter ’ 
same individual John Jackson, who served Jackson told her he was robbed, and swore, 
as surgeon’s second mate on board the Eli- if she refused him satisfaction, he would have 
zabeth, or else I shall go to Bridewell ” her and her whores committed to Bridewell 
It would have been impossible for the most “ Robbed cried she, “ robbed m my house ' 
aublere hermit that ever lived to have re- gentlemen and ladies, I take'you all to wit- 
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11089, tlii8 person has scandalized my reputa- 
tion ” At that instant, seeing the constable 
and watch enter, she proceeded, — “what» 
you must not only endeavour, by your false 
aspersions, to ruin my character, but even 
commit an assault upon ray family * Mr Con- 
stable, 1 charge you with this uncivil per- 
son, who has been guilty of a not hero , I 
shall take care and bring an action against 
him for defamation ” While I was reflect- 
ing on this melancholy event, which had 
made me quite sober, the lady whose favours 
1 had solicited, being piqued at some repartee 
that passed between us, cried, — “ They are 
J1 concenied,” and desired the constable 
to take us all into custody an arrest which 
was performed instantly, to the utter aston- 
ishment and despair of us all, except Jack- 
son, who, having been often in such scrapes, 
was very little concerned, and charged the 
constciblc in his turn with the landlady and 
her whole bevy upon w^hich we were carried 
all together prisoners to the round house, 
where Tackeon (after a word of comfort to 
lib) informed the constable* of his being 
robbed, to which ho said he would sw^ear next 
niornmgbt fore the justice , ay,” says the 

hjwd, “ we shall whose oath shall most 
bigmfV ” In a litll^ time the constable, 
calling Jackson into another room, spoke to 
liirii thus “I perceive that you and >our 
fompaiiyare strangers, and am very sorry 
lor 3 our be ng invoked in s'lch an ugly bssi- 
nebs 1 h<i\c known this vmman d grc'at 
while, she has kept a notonous house in the 
neiglibourlioocl tljCoi }earc, and, al- 

though often ( ornpl.iincd of as a, niiisanee, still 
i*‘?capes, through li u interest with thejus- 
luet, to whom she, and all of her employ- 
ment, pay (onlnbution quarterly for protoc- 
li m As bht eliaigod ni( with )ou first, her 
cornpldiiit will have the pieierence, and she 
call procure evidence to sw'ear whatever she 
shall please to desire of them So that, un- 
less you can make it up bolore morning, you 
iiid your companions in»iy think youiselves 
liappily quit for a month’s hard labour m 
Bridewell Nay, if she should swear a 
robbery or assault against yon, y ou w'lh be 
eommilted to Newgate, and tried next scs- 
sions at the Old Bailey for jour life This 
last piece of information had such an effect 
upon Jackson, that he agreed to make it up, 
provide d his money might bo restored The 
constable told him, that, instead of retrieving 
what he had lost, he was pretty certain it 
would cost him some more before they would 
come to any composition But, however, he 
had compassion on him, and would, if he 
pleased, sound them about a mutual release 
The unfortunate beau thanked him for his 
friendship, and, returning to us, acquainted 
us with the substance of this dialogue , while 
the constable, desiring to speak in private 
w th our adversary, carried her into tlie 
next room, and pleaded our cause so effectu- 


ally, that she condescended to make him 
umpire he accordingly proposed an arbitra 
tion, to which we gave our assent, and he 
hned each party in three shillings, to be 
laid out in a bowl of punch, wherein we 
drowned all animosities, to the inexpressible 
joy of my two late acquaintances and ims 
I who had been m the state of the damned 
ever since Jackson mentioned Bridewell and 
Newgate By the time we had finished our 
bowl, to which, by the by, I had contributed 
my last shilling, it was morning , and 1 pro 
posed to move homeward, when the consta- 
ble gave me to understand, he could dis- 
charge no prisoners, but by order of the 
justice, before whom we must appear Thib 
renewed my chagrin , and 1 cursed the hour 
in which 1 had yielded to Jackson’s invita- 
tion About nine o’clock, we were escorted 
to the house of a certain justice, not man} 
miles distant from Covent Garden , who no 
sooner saw the constable enter with a tiam 
of prisoners at his heels, than he saluted him 
as follows — “ So, Mr Constable, you are a 
diligent man — what den of rogues have you 
been scouring^” Then, looking at us, who 
appeared very much dejected, he continued, 
— “ aj, ay, thieves I see — old offenders — O, 
your humble servant, Mrs Harndan ’ I sup 
pose these fellows have been taken robbing 
your house — yes, yet, here’s an old acquaint- 
ance of mine voii hd\e used expedition,” 
said ho to me, “ in returning from transpor- 
tation, but wc shdU save you the trouble for 
the future — the surgeons will fetch you from 
your next transportation at their expense ’ 

1 assured his wmrship he was mistaken in 
me, for he had never seen me in his lif< 
before To this declaration he replied, — 

“ how ’ you impudent rascal, dare you ba\ 
so to my facc'^ Do jou think I am to be 
imposed upon by that northern accent w'hich 
jou have a'*<sumed ^ but it shan’t avail jou — 
>ou shall hnd me too far north for you 
III re, clerk, w^nte this fellow’s 
His name is Patrick Gahagan ” Here Mr 
lackboii interposed, and told him 1 was a 
8( otchinan lately come to town, descended 
of a^ood family, and that my name wa** 
Random The justice looked upon tliib 
assertion as an outrage upon his tnemorv 
on which he valued himself much, and, 
strutting up to Jackson, with a fierce toun- 
tenanre,put his hands in his sides, and said, 
— “ Who are > ou, sir'^ do you gi\ e me the lit 
take notice, gentlemen, here’s a fellow who 
affronts me upon the bench, but I’ll lay you 
fast, sirrah, I will, for, notwithstanding your 
laced jacket, I belieie you are a notonou^ 
felon ” Mj friend was so much abashed at 
thtb menace, wrhich was thundered out w itl 
great vociferation, that he changed colon i 
and remained speechless This confusion 
his w^orship took for a symptom of guilt, and 
to complete his discovery, continued li’s 
threats — ** now I am convmced yju are a 
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thief— your face discovers it — ^vou tremble 
all over— your conscience won’t he still — 
you’ll be hanged, sirrah,” raising his voice, 
you’ll be hanged , and happy had it been 
for the world, as well as your own miserable 
soul, if you had been detected and cut off m 
the beginning of your career Come hither, 
clerk, and t^e this man’s confbssion ” I 
was in an agony of consternation, when the 
constable, going into another room witli his 
worship, acquainted him with the truth of 
the story , which, having learned, he return- 
ed with a smiling countenance, and, address- 
ing himself to us all, said it was always his 
way to terrify young people, when they came 
before him, that his threats might make a 
strong impression on their minds, and deter 
them from engaging in scenes of not and 
debauchery, which commonly ended before 
the ju(^ Thus having cloaked his own 
want of discernment under the disguise of 
paternal care, we were dismissed, and 1 found 
myself as much lightened as if a mountain 
had been lifted off my breast 


CHAPTER XVIII 

I carry my qufddicatton to the navy-ojffice — 
the mature of it — the behaviour of the 
secretary--^ Strap's concern for my ah~ 
senes— a battle between him and a black- 
smith — the troublesome consetnience of 
it — his harangue to me — hts friend the 
sr hoolmaster recommends me to a French 
apothecary, who entertains me as a jour- 
neyman 

I WOULD willingly have gone home to sleep, 
but was told by my companion, that we must 
deliver our letters of qualification at the 
na\y-office before one o’clock, accordingly, 
w(‘ went thither, and gave them to the sec- 
1 el ary, who opened and read them, and T 
was mightily pleased to hud myself qualified 
lor second mate of a third rate When he 
had stuck them altogether on a file, one of 
our company asked if there were any vacan- 
c ICS * to which interrogation he answered, 
no Then I ventured to inquire if any ships 
\/cr(‘ to be put in commission soon'* At 
winch question he surveyed me with a look 
of iHcfiablc contempt, and, pushing us out 
<>i Ills office, locked the door, without deign- 
ing us another word We went down stairs, 
and conferred together on our expectations, 
when 1 understood that each of them had 
been recommended to one or otlier of the 
commissioners, and each of them promised the 
first vacancy that should fall , but that none of 
them relied solely upon that interest, with- 
out a present to the secretary, with whom 
some of the commissioners went snacks 
For which reason each of them had provided 
a small purse , and I was asked what I pro- . 
posed to gi\e This was a \e\atiouB ques- | 


tion to me, who, far from being in a capacity 
to gratify a ravenous secretary, had not 
wherewithal to purchase a dinner I there- 
fore answered, I had not yet determined what 
to give , and sneaked off towards my own 
lodgings, cursing my fate all the way, and 
inveighing, with much bitterness, against the 
barbarity of iny grandfather, and sordid ava- 
rice of my relations, who left me a prey to 
contempt and indigence Full of these dis- 
agreeable reflections, I arrived at the house 
where I lodged, and relieved my landlord 
from great anxiefy on my account, for this 
honest man believed I had met with some 
dismal accident, and that he should never 
see me again Strap, who had come to visit 
me m the morning, understanding I had been 
abroad all night, was almost distracted, and, 
after having obtained leave of his master, 
had gone in quest of me, though he was even 
more ignorant of the town than I Not be- 
ing willing to inform my landlord of my ad- 
venture, I told him 1 had met with an ac- 
quaintance at surgeons’ hall, with whom 1 
spent the evening and night , but, being very 
much infested by bugs, T had not slept much, 
and therefore intended to take a little re- 
pose , so saying, I went to bed, and desired 
to be awakened if Strap should happen to 
come while I should be asleep I was ac- 
cordingly roused by my friend himself, who 
entered my chamber about three o’clock in 
the afternoon, and presented a figure to my 
eyes, that 1 coaid scarce belie»\e real In 
short, this affectionate sha/er, setting out 
towards surgeons’ hall, had inquired for mo 
there to no purpose , from thence he found 
his way to the navy-offico, where he coulu 
hear no tidings of me, because I was un- 
known to every body then present , he after- 
wards went upon ’Change, in hopes of see- 
ing me upon the Scoteh-walk, but without 
success at last, being almost lu despair of 
finding me, he resolved to ask every body he 
met in the street, if perchance any one could 
give him information about me , and actually 
put Ins resolution into practice, in spite of 
the scoffs, curses and reproaches with which 
he was answered, until a blacksmith’s ’pren- 
tice, seeing him stop a porter with a burden 
on Ills back, and hearing his question, for 
which he received a hearty curse, called to 
him, and asked if the person he inquired after 
was not a Scotchmanr Strap replied witli 
great eagerness, — “ yes, and had on a brown 
coat with long skirts ” “Tlie same,” said 
the blacksmith, “ I saw him pass by an hour 
0^0 ” “Did you so'*” cried Strap, rubbing 
his hands, — “ odd ' I am very glad of that — 
which way went he'*” “Towards Tyburn 
ID a cart,” said he , “ if you make good speed, 
you may get thither time enough to see him 
hanged ” This piece of wit incensed my 
fnend to such a de^ee, that he called the 
blacksmith scoundrd, and protested he would 
fight him for half a farthing “ No no,” said 
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the other, stripping-, “Til have none of your 
nioney-^you Scotchmen seldom carry anv 
about Willi you — ^but, 1*11 fight you for love ” 
There was a ring immediately formed by the I 
mob, and Strap, finding he could not get off 
honourably without fighting, at the same time 
burning with resentment against his adver- 
sary, quitted his clothes to the rare of the 
multitude, and the battle began with great 
violence on the side of Strap, who in a few 
miniitcb exhausted hib breath and spirits on 
his patient antagonist, who sustained the 
assault with great coolness, till, finding the 
barber quite spent, he returned the bloWb he 
had lent him with such intercbt, that Strap, 
after having recep^ed three falls on the hard 
btonc's, gave out, and allowed the blacksmith 
to be the .better man The victory being 
thus decided, it was proposed to adjourn to 
a ccdlar hard by, and drink friends But 
wlu n my friend began to gather up his 
clothes, he perceived that some honest per- 
son or other had made fre^o with his shirt, 
neckcloth, hat, and wig, which were earned 
off, and probably his coat and waistcoat 
would ha\c met with the same late, had they 
been worth stealing It was in vain for him 
to make a noise, which only yielded mirth to 
the spectators he was fain to get off in this 
manner, which he accoinpli-^hed with much 
difficulty, and appeared before me all be- 
smeared with blood and dirt Notwith- 
standing this misfortune, such was Ins trans- 
port at finding me safe and sound, that he 
had almost stiffed and stunk me to death with 
his embraces After ne had cleaned himself, 
and put on one of iny shirts, and a woollen 
night cap, I recounted to him the particulars 
of my night’s campaign, which hlJcd him 
with admiration, and made him repeat, with 
great energy, an observation which was often 
in hi** inoiitli, namely, — “ that surely London 
IS the devil’s drawing-room ” As neither of 
us had dined, he desired me to get up and 
the milk-WMuan coming round at that in- 
stant, he wi fit down stairs, and brought up 
a quart, with a penny-brick, on which we 
made a comfortable meal He then shared 
his money with me, which amounted to 
eightc cn pence*, and left me with an inten- 
tion to borrow an old wig and hat of his old 
fne nd the schoolmaster 

He was no sooner gone, than I began to 
consider my situation with great uneasiness, 
and revolved all the scliernes my imagination 
could sugge st, in order to choose and pursue 
some one that might procure me bread , for 
It 18 impossible to express the pangs I felt, 
when I reflected on the miserable dependence 
in which I lived at the expense of a poor 
barber’s hoy My pride took tlie alarm, and 
having no hopes of succeeding at the na\y- 
office, I came to the resolution of enlisting 
in the foot-guards next day, be the event 
what u would This extravagant design, by 
flattering my disposition, gave great satis- 
4 A*’ 


fat tion, and I was charging the enemy at 
the head of my own regiment, when Strap's 
return interrupted my reverie The school- 
master had made him a present of the tie- 
wig which he wore when I was introduced 
to him, together with an old hat, whose bnni 
would have overshadowed a colossus Though 
Strap had ventured to wear them in the dusk, 
he did not choose to entertain the mob by 
day , he therefore went to work immediately, 
and reduced them both to a moderate size 
While he was employed in this office, he 
addressed me thus — ** To be sure, Mr Ran- 
dom, you were born a gentleman, and have a 
great deal of learning — and indeed look like 
a gentleman , for, as to person, you may hold 
up your head with the best of them On the 
other hand, I am a poor but honest cobler’s 
son — my mother was as industrious a woman 
as ever broke bread, till such time as she 
took to drinking, which you very well know 
— hut every body has failings — humanum. esf 
errare Now, for myself, I am a poor jour- 
neyman barber, tolerably well made, and un- 
derstand some Latin, and have a smattering 
of Greek — but what of that ^ perhaps I might 
also say that T know a little of the world — 
but that is to no purpose — though you be 
gentle and I simple, it docs not follow but 
that 1 who am simple may do a good office 
to you who are gentle Now this js tlie 
case — my kinsman the schoolmaster — per- 
haps you did not know how nearly he is re- 
lated to me — I’ll satisfy you m that presently 
— his mother and my grandmother’s sister’s 
nephew — no, that’s not it‘ my grandfather’s 
brother’s daughter — ^rabbit it* I have forgot the 
degree, but this 1 know, he and 1 arc cousins 
seven times removed ” My impaticnrc to 
know the good office he had done me got 
the better of my temper, and 1 interrupted him 
at this place with — “ d — ^n your relation and 
pedigree ' if the schoolmaster or you can be 
of any advantage to me, why don’t you tell 
me without all this preamble'*” When I 
pronounced these words with some vehe- 
mence, Strap looked at me for some time with 
a grave countenance, and tlien went on — 
“Surtly my pedigree is not to bp d — a, be- 
cause it 18 not 60 noble as yours 1 am very 
sorry to see such an alteration in your tom- 
per of late — ^you was always fiery, but now 
you are OTOwn as crabbed as oldPernwinkle, 
the drunken tinker, on whom you and I (God 
forgive us) played so many unlucky tricks 
while we were at school But I will no 
lon^r detain you mu suspense, because, 
doubtless, nothing is more uneasy than doubt 
— dufnot procul dubio, ml dubtus My 
friend, or relation, or which you will, or 
both, the schoolmaster, being informed of 
the egard I have for you — ^for, you may be 
sure 1 did not fail to let him know your good 
qua! ties — by-the-bye he has undertaken to 
tear » you the pronunciation of the Eiigh^jh 
longue, without which, he says, you will he 
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unfit for business in this country I say, my whom I supposed to be of the same country, 
relation has spoke in your behalf to a French not being on the reserve before mb, might 
apothecary who wants a journeyman and, possibly discover some thing in discourse, 
on his recommendation, you may have fif- which would either vield me amusement or 
teen pounds per year, bed and board, when- advantage Next morning Mr Concordance 
ever you please 1 was too much interested carried me to the apothecary’s house, where 
in this piece of news to entertain it with in- the bargain was tmade, and orders given to 
difference, but, jumping up, insisted on provide an apartment for me iramediatply 
Strap’s immediately accompanying me to But, before 1 entered upon business, the 
the house of his fnend, that I might not schoolmaster recommended me to his tailor, 
lose this opportunity throi^h the least delay who gave me credit for a suit of clothes, to 
or neglect on my part We were informed be paid out of the first moiety of rny wages, 
that the •schoolmaster was in company at a and they were begun upon that very day , ho 
public-house m the neighbourhood, whither afte^vards accommodated me with a new hat, 
we repaired, and found him drinking with on the same terms , do that, in a few days, I 
the very individual apothecary in question hoped to make a very fiislnonable appear- 
When he was called to the door at our de- ance In the mean time Strap conveyed my 
sire, and observing my impatience, he broke baggage to the place allotted for me, whu h 
out into his usual term of admiration — “ O was a back-room up two pairs of stairs, fur- 
C — St » 1 suppose, when you heard of this nished with a pallet for me to lie upon, a 
offer, you did not take leisure enough to chair without a back, an earthen chamber- 
come down stairs, but leapt out of the win- pot without a handle, a bottle by way of 
dow , did you overturn no porter nor oyster- candlestick, and a triangular piece f glass 
woman in your way * It is a mercy of God you instead of a mirror, the rest of its ornaments 
did not knock your brains out against some having been lately removed to one of the 
post in your career O my conscience * I be- garrets, for the convenience of the servant 
licve, had 1 been in the inmost recesses of of an Irish captain, who lodged in the first 
my habitation — ^the very •penetralia^ — even floor 
in bed with my wife, your eagerness would 
have surmounted bolts, bars, decency, and 

every thing The den of Cacus or sanctum CHAPTER XIX 

sanctorum could not have hid me from you 

But come along, the gentleman of whom I The character of Mr Lavement — hu wife 
spoke 18 in the house, 1 will present you to and daughter — some anecdotes of the 
him forthwith ” When I entered the room, family — the mother and daughter rivals 

1 perceived four or five people smoking, one — 1 am guilty of a mistake that gives me 

of whom the schoolmaster accosted thus — present satisfac lion, but is attended with 

“ Mr Lavement, here’s the young man of troublesome consequences 
whom I spoke to you ” The apothecary, 

who was a little old withered man, with a Nrxt day, while I was at work in the shop, 
forehead about an inch high, a nose turned a bouncing damsel, well dressed, came in, on 
up at the end, large cheek bones, that pretence of finding a pliiul for some use or 
lielped to form a pit for his little grey eyes, other, and taking an opportunity, when she 
a great bag of loose skin hanging down on thought 1 did not mind her, of observing me 
each side in wrinkles like the alfoijas of a narrowly, went away with a sih it look of 
baboon, and a mouth so accustomed to that disdain 1 easily guessed her sentiments, and 
contraction which produces grinning, that my pride took the resolution of entertaining 
lie could not pronounce a syllable without the same indifference and neglect towards 
discovering the remains of his teeth, which her At dinner the maids, with whom I 
consisted of four yellow fangs, not inpro- dined m the kitchen, ga\e me to understand 
perly by anatomists called canine This that this was my master’s only daughter, who 
person (I say) after having eyed me some would have a very handsome fortune, on ac- 
tinic, said, — “ Oho, ’tie very well. Mods count of which, and her beauty, a great many 
Concordance, — ^young man, you are ver young gentlemen made their addresses to her 
welcome, take one coup of bierre — and come that she had been twice on the brink of mar- 
to mine house to-morrow morning Mons riage, but disappointed by the stinginess of 
Concordance vil show you de way ’* Upon her father, who refused to part with a shilling 
this I made my bow, and as I went out of to promote the match , for which reason the 
the room, could hear him say, mayfoy ' c*€St young lady did not behave to her father with 
un beau garcon, e*est galhard As I had, aft the filial veneration that might be expcct- 
by my own application, while I served Crab, ed, in particular, she harboured the most 
acquired the French tongue well enough to perfect hatred for his countrymen, in which 
read authors wntten in that language, and disposition she resembled her mother, who 
understand any thing that occurred in con- was an Englishwoman, and, by the hints 
\ersation I determined to pretend igiorance they dropped, I learned the grey mare was 
to my new master, that he and his family, the better horse that she was a matron of a 
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big^h Bpint, which was often manifeBted at 
the expense of her dependents that she 
loved diversions, and looked upon Miss as 
her rival in all parties , which indeed was the 
true cause of her disappointments, for, had 
the mother been hearty in her interests, the 
father would not have ventured to refuse her 
deiQands Over and above this intelligence, 
1 of myself soon made more discoveries 
Mr Lavement’s significant gnns at his wife, 
while she looked another way, convinced me 
that he was not at all content with his lot , 
and his behaviour in presence of the captain 
made me believe las cluef torment wasjea- 
(ousy As for my own part, I was considered 
in no other light than that of a menial ser- 
vant, and had been already six days in Uie 
lioiise without being honoured with one word 
from either mother or daughter, the latter (as 
1 understood from the maids) having at table 
one da} expressed some surprise that her 
papa should entertain such an awkwud mean- 
looking journeyman I was nettl^ at this 
piece of information, and next Sunday (it 
being my turn to take my diversion) dressed 
myself iii my new clothes, to the greatest ad- 
vantage* and, vanity apart, made no con- 
teriJiitible figure After having spent most 
part of the day in company with Strap, and 
some of his acquaintance, 1 came home in 
the afternoon, and was let in by Miss, who, 
not knowing me, dropped a low curtsey os 
1 advanced, which I returned with a profound 
bow, and shut the door By the time I had 
turned about, she had perceived her mistake, 
md changed colour, but did not withdraw 
The passage being narrow, 1 could not get 
away without jostling her, so 1 was forced 
to remain where I was, w itb m> e 3 "es fixed 
on the ground, and my face glowing with 
blushes At k iigth her vanity coming to her 
assistance, she went away tittering, and 1 
could hear lu r pronounce tiic word “ crea- 
ture From tliib day forward she came 
into the shop fifty times every day, upon 
various pretences, and put in practice so 
many ridiculous airs, that I could easily per- 
ceive her opinion of me was changed, and 
that she d'd not think me altogether an un- 
worthy conquest But my heart was so 
steeled against her cliarms by pndc and re- 
sentment, which were two chief ingredienta 
in my disposition, that I remained insensible 
to all her arts and, notwithstanding some 
advances she made, could not be prevailed 
upon to yield her the least attention This 
neglect soon banished all the favourable im- 
pressions she felt for me, and the rage of a 
slighted woman took place in her heart, this 
she manifested not only in all the suggestions 
her malice could invent to my prmudice with 
her father, but also m procuring mr me such 
servile •‘rnployments as she hoped would suffi- 
ciently humble my spirit One day in particu- 
lar, slie ordered me to brush my masters coat, 
li 1 1 njr, a "marNl cd, which 


ended in her bursting into tears of rage, when 
her mother interposing, and examining into 
the merits of the cause, determmed it in my 
favour and this good office 1 owed not to 
any esteem or consideration she bad for me, 
but solely to the desire of mortifying her 
daughter, who on this occasion observed, 

! that let people be never so much in the right, 
there were some folks who would never do 
them justice , but to be sure they had tlieir 
reasons for it, which some people were not 
Ignorant of, although they despised their lit- 
tie arts This insinuation of jfome peop/e 
and some folks put me upon observing the 
behaviour of my mistress more narrowly tor 
the future, and it was not long before 1 had 
reason to believe that she looked upon her 
daughter as a rival in the affections of Cap- 
tain O’Donnell, who lodged m the house In 
the mean time my industry and knowledge 
gamed me the good w^ill ot my master, whf) 
would often say, in French, “ Mardt * c^est 
un hon garcon ” He had a great deal of 
business, but as he was mostly employed 
among his fellow refugees, his profits were 
small However, his expense for medicine > 
was not great, for he was the most expert 
man at a succedaneurn of any apothecar} in 
London, so that I have been sometime^ 
amazed to see him, vvitliout the least hesita- 
tion, make up a phjsnian’s prtscnption, 
tliough he had not in his shop one incdicme 
mentioned in it Oyster shells he could in- 
vent into crab’s c} es , common oil into oil oi 
sweet almonds , syrup of sugar into balsamic 
syrup, Thames water into aqua cinnamoni , 
turpentine into capivi , and a hundred more 
costly preparations were produced in an in- 
stant, from the cheapest and coarsest drugs o* 
the materia niedita, and wnen anv commo i 
thing was ordered for a patient, lie alwa}s 
took care to disguise it m ooloiir or taste, or 
both, m such a manner, as that it could not 
possibly be known For which purposf 
cochineal and oil of cloves were of great 
service Among many nostrums which lie 
possessed, there was one for the venereal 
disease, that brought him a good deal ct 
money, and this he concealed so artfully 
I from^c, that I could never learn its rompo- 
I sition , but during the eight montlis 1 staid m 
his service, he was so unfortunate m the 
of it, that three parts m four of those who 
took It were fam to confirm the cure bv a 
salivation under the direction of another do^ - 
tor Thie bad success, in all appearance, at- 
tached him the more to his specific, and bo- 
foie 1 left him, 1 may venture to say Ju 
would have sooner renoimced tlie Trinuv 
(notwithstandmg his being a good hugonoO 
than his confidence in tlie never-ftnlmg 
power of this remedy 
Mr Lavement had attempted more 
once to introduce a vegetable diet into 
family, by launching out into tlie piaif-c oi 
roots aro greens, and deciring the of 
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flesh, both as a physician and philosopher , apotiiecary, that lie resumed all the politesse 
but all his rhetoric could not make one prose- of a Frenchmdn , and, with the utmost pros- 
lyte to his opinion, and even the wife of his tration of compliment, assured the captain 
bosom declared against the proposal Whe- that he was perfectly well satisfied with the 
ther it was owing to the little regard she honour he had done his wife Matters being 
paid to her husband’s admonition in this par- thus composed, every body went to rest 
ticular, or to the natural warmth of her con- Next day I perceived, through a glass door 
Ftitution, 1 know not, but this lady’s passion that opened from tlic shop into the parlour, 
became every day more and more violent, the captain talking earnestly to miss, who 
till at last she looked upon decency as an hoard him with a look that expressed anger 
unnecessary restraint, and one afternoon, mingled with scorn , which, however, heat 
when her husband was abroad, and her last found means to mollify, and scaled his 
daughter gone to visit, ordered me to call a reconciliation with a kiss This circum- 
hackney-coach, in which she and the captain stance soon convinced me of the occasion 
drove towards Covent Garden Miss came of the quarrel , but, notwithstanding all my 
home in the evening, and, supping at her vigilance, 1 could never discover any other 
usual hour, went to bed About eleven commerce between them In the mean 
o’clock my master ejjtered, and asked if his while, I had reason to believe I Imd inspired 
wilfe was gone to sleep upon which 1 told one of the maids with tender sentiments for 
Jiim, my mistress went out in the afternoon, me, and one night, when I thought ever> 
ind was not yet returned This was like a other person in the house asleep, 1 took tho 
( lap of thunder to the poor apothecary, who, opportimity of going to reap the fruits of my 
starting back, cried, “ Mort de ma itc f vat conquest, her bedfellow having the day be- 
you tell a me^ my vife not at home At fore gone to Richmond to visit her parent*' 
that instant a patient s servant arrived with Accordingly I got up, and (naked as I wi'>) 
a prescription for a draught, which my mas- explored my way in the darlc to the garret 
ter taking, went into the shop to make it up where she lay I was ravished to find the 
with his own hand While he rubbed the door open, and moved softly to her bedbide, 
ingredients in a glass mortar, he inquired of transported with the hope of ( oinpkting my 
me whether or not Ins wife went out alone , wisheb But what horrors of |oaJousy and 
and no sooner heard that she was in company disappointment did I feel, when 1 found hr r 
with the captain, than, with one blow, he asleep fast locked m tho arms of a man, 
split the mortar into a thousand pieces, and, whom I eabil\ guessed to be no other than 
grinning like the head of a bass viol, exclaim- the captain’s servant ' I was upon tho poinl 

< d, “an traitrcssc *” It would have been of doing some rash thing, when the noise of 

I inposbiblc for me to have preserved my gra- a rat scratching behind the wainscoat put 
vity a minute longer, w'hen I was happily me to flight, and I W'as fain to get bar k to my 
itlieved by a rap at the door, which I open- own bed in safety Whether this alarm liad 
( d, and perceived my mistress coming out disordcrv d my mind, or that I was led astray 
of the coach, she flounced immediately into by tho power of destiny, 1 Know not, bui, 
tho shop, and addressed her husband thus — instead of turning to the left hand when I 
‘ I suppose you ♦bought I was lost, my dca'* descended to the second story, I pm sued the 
— Captain O’Donnell has been so good as to contrary course, and nnstoolv the young 
treat me with a play ” “ Play — play,” cried lady’s bedchamber for my own I did not 
he, “ oho ’ yes, by gar, I believe ver prcttie perceive my mistake before I had ran against 
play” “ Bless rno'” said she, “what 18 the the bed-posts, and then it was not m my 
matter'*” “Vat de matter’” cried he, for- power to retreat undiseovered, for tho nympii 
getting all his former complaisance, “ by gar, being awake, felt my approac h, and, with a 
you be one damn dog’s vife — ^ventre bleu * me soft voice, bade me make less noise, lest the 
\ill show you vat it is to put one horrv,iipon Scotch booby in the next room should over- 
inii.c head Pardieu’ le Captame O’Don- hear us This hint was suffii iCnt to inform 

ueM be one” Here the captain, who had me of the nature of the assignation and is 

been all the while at the door discharging my passions, at any time high, were th^n m 
the coach, entered, and said, with a ternble a state of exaltation, I re^^olved to profit by 
itnce, “D — mrae* what am P” Mr Lave- my gooa fortune Witlioiit any rnme cere- 
ment, changing his tone, immediately sa- mony, therefore, 1 made bold to dip into bed 
luUd him with, “ Oh serciteur, monsieur le to this channer, who gave mo as favourable 
(njptame, vous etes un gallant homme — ma a reception as I could desire Our conv^i- 
jt'irme est fort obligee ” Then turning salion was very sparing on my part , but she 

< biait towards me, pronounced with a low upbraided tlie person whom ! repiesented 
\ ucc, “ et diablement ohligean^e^ sans with his jealousy of me, whom she handled 
doutr ’’ ** Harkee, Mr lavement,” said the so roughly, that my resentment had well 
( aptaiii, “ I am a man of honour, and I be- nigh occasioned a discovery more than once 
heve you are too much of a gentleman to be but 1 w’as consoled for her hatied of me b> 
offended at the civility I show your wife ” the revenge I enjoyed in understanding from 
This declaration had such an enect on the her own mouth, that it w as now high time 
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to salve her reputation by matrimony, for she 
liad reason to fear she could not much longer 
conceal the elfects of their mutual intercourse 
While I was meditating an answer to this 
proposal, I heard a noise in my room, like 
something heavy falling down upon the floor, 
upon which I started up, and creeping to 
t|je door of my chamber, observed, by moon- 
light, a man groping his way out , so I re- 
tired to one side to let him pass, and saw 
him go down stairs as expeditiously as he 
could It was an easy matter to divine that 
this was the captain, who, having ov|r6lept 
himself, had got up at last to keep his assig- 
nation, and finding my door open, had entered 
my apartment motead of that of his mistress, 
where I supplied his place But finding his 
mistake, by falling over my chair, he was 
afraid the noise might alarm the family, and 
lor that reason made off, delaying the grati- 1 
hratioii of las desires till another opportu- | 
iiity By this time I was satisfied , and, 

I stead of returning to thejilace from whence 
J came, retreated to my o\^ castle, which I 
fortified by bolting the door, and, in the con- | 
gratulation of my own happiness, fell a^^leep 
But the truth of this adventure could not 
bo long concealed from my young mistress, 
who next day came to an explanation with 
<he captain, upon hi** lamenting his last 
night’s disappointment, and begging pardon 
for the noise he had made Tht ir mutual 
chagrin, when they came to the knowledge 
of what had happened, may bo easily conjec- 
tured, though each had a peculiar grief unfelt 
by the otlier , for she was conscious of not 
only having betrayed to me the socrets of 
her cornnierco with Iniii, but also of having 
ificenseci me by the freechmis slu had taken 
with my Harm , btyoncl a hope of reconcilia- 
tion On the other hand, hi^s jealousy sug- 
gested that her sorrow was all artifici and 
that I had supplied jus place with her own 
pruity and consent That such was the 
situation of their thoughts will appear in the 
qiK'l , for that \ cry day she came into the 
shop, where 1 was alone, and fixing her eyes, 
swimming m tears, upon me, sighed most 
piteously but I was proof against her dis- 
tress, by lecollecting the epithets with which 
blio had honoured me the night before , and 
believing tliat the good reception I enjoyed 
was destined for another, I therefore took 
no notice of her affliction, and she had the 
mortificat.on to find her disdain returned 
fourfold However, from thence forward 
she thought proper to use itie with more com- 
plaisance than usual, knowing that it was in 
my powxr at any time to publish her shame 
By these means my life became much more 
agreeable (though I never could prevail upon 
myself to repeat my nocturnal visit), and, 
as I every day improved in my knowledge 
of the town, I shook off my awkward aar by 
degrees, and acquired the character of a po- 
lite journeyman apothecary' 

01 


CHAPTER XX 

lam assaulted and dangerously u otindtd — 
suspect O'Donnell, and am confirmed in 
my opinion — concert a scheme of revengi , 
and put it in execution — O'Donnell robs 
his own servant, and disappears — I make 
my addresses to a lady, and am miracu- 
lously delivered from her snare 

One night about twelve o’clock, as I return- 
ed from visiting a patient at Chelsea, 1 
received a blow on my head from an unseen 
hand, that stretched ni^' senseless on the 
ground, and was left for dead with three 
stabs of a sword in my body The groans I 
uttered, when I recovered the use of my rea- 
son, alarmed the people ot a solitary ale house 
that stood near the spot where I lay, and 
they were humane enough to take me in, and 
send for a surgeon, who dressed my wounds, 
and assured me they were not mortal Ore 
of them penetrated though the skin and mus. 
cles of one side of my bellv in such a manner, 
that doubtlo=s the a-»sassin imagined he Iiad 
nm me through the entails The second 
slanted along one of my ribs, and the last, 
which was intended for the finishing stroke, 
having been directed to my heart, the sword 
snapped upon my breast-bone, and the point 
remained sticking in the skin When I re- 
flected upon this event, 1 could not persuade 
myself that I had been assaulted by a common 
footpad, because it is not usual for such 
people to murder 1 ) 10*50 they rob, especially 
when they meet with no re'Jistance, and i 
found my money and every thing else about 
me (but iny carcass) safe I concluded, 
therefore, that I must cither have been mis- 
taken for another, or obliged to the private 
resentment of some secret enemy for what 
had happened , and as I could remember no- 
I body who Jiad the least cause of complaint 
I against me, except Captain O’Donnell and 
i my master’s daughter, my suspicion settled 
on them, though I took care to conceal it, 
that I might the sooner arrive at confirmation 
With this view I went home in a chair about 
ten ^’clock in the morning, and as the chair- 
man supported me into the house, met the 
captain in the passage, who no sooner saw 
me, than he started back, and gave evident 
signs of guilty confusion, whicn he would 
have accounted for from the surprise occa- 
sioned by seeing me in such a condition My 
master, having heard my story, condoled me 
with a good deal of sympathy, and when he 
understood my wounds were not dangerous*, 
ordered me to be earned up stairs to bed , 
though not without some opposition from his 
wife, who was of opinion it w'ould be bettei 
for me tp go to an hospital, where I should 
be more carefully attended Mv mcditatio.* 
was employed in concerting with inyseif 
some method of revenge against Squire 
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O’Donnell and his inamoratat whom I looked “ Sir, — If I may be allowed to judge from 

upon as the authors of iny misfortune, when appearance, it will not be disagreeable to you 
miss (who was not at home at my arrival) to hear that my husband is gone to Bagshot 
entered my chamber, and, saymg she was to visit a patient, and will not return till to- 
sorry for the accident that had befallen me, morrow night , so that if ;^ou have any thing 
asked if 1 suspected any body to be the as- to propose to me (as your behaviour on many 
sassiD, upon which I fixed my ^es stead- occasions has seemed to msmuate), you will 
lastly upon her, and answered, « jes ” She do well to embrace the present opportunityof 
discovered no symptom of conwion , but seeing “ Yours, &c 

replied hastily, “ If that be the case, why This letter was signed with the name of 
don’t you take out a warrant to have him an apothecary’s wife who lived in Chelsea, of 
apprehended ' It will cost but a tnile , if whom 1 had heard O’Donnell was an admirer 
you have no money I’ll lend you ” This Every thing succeeded to our wish The 
frankness not only cured me of my suspicion amorous hero hastened towards the place of 
with respect to her, but even staggered my assignation, and was encountered by us in 
belief with regard to the captain, of whose the very place where he had assaulted me 

f ait I resolved to have further proof, before ^We rushed upon him all at once, secured his 
should enterprize any thing m the way of sword, stripped off his clothes even to the 
revenge I thanked her kindly for her gen- skin, which we scourged with nettles till he 
erouB offer, which, how ever, I had no occa- was blistered from head to foot, nolwithstand- 
sion to accept, being determined to do nothing mg all the eloquence of his tears and suppli- 
rashly , for though 1 could plamly perceive cations When 1 was satisfied with the stripes 
the person who attacked me to be a soldier, 1 had bestowed, we carried off his clothes, 
whose face I thought was familiar to me, 1 which we hid in a hedge near the place, and 
c ould not swear with a safe conscience to any left him stark naked to find his way home in 
jiarticular man, and, granting 1 could, my the best manner he could, while 1 took care 
jirosocution of him would not much avaii to be there before him 1 afterwards under- 
This uncertainty I pretended, lest the cap- stood, that in his way to tlie lodgings of a 
lam, hearing from her that I knew the per- friend who lived m the skirts of the town, ho 
bon who wounded me, might think proper to was picked up by the watch, who earned him 
withdraw before 1 could be in a condition to to the round-house, from whence he sent for 
requite him In two days I was up, and able clothes to his lod^ngs , and next morning 
to do a little business , so that Mr Lavement arrived at the door m a chair, wrappe^l up 
made shift to carry on his practice, without in a blanket he had borrowed for his body 
hmng another journeyman in niy room was so sore and swelled, that he could not 
The first thing 1 attempted towards a certain bear to be confined in his wearing apparel 
discovery of my secret enemy, was to get He was treated with the utmost tendernesb 
into O’Donnelrs apartment while he was by my mistress and lier daughter, who vied 
abroad in an undress, and examine his sword, with each other m their care and attendance 
the point of which being broke off, I applied of him but liaveinent himself could notfor- 
the fragment that was found sticking in my bear expressing his joy, by several malicious 
body, and found it answered the fractured grins, while he ordered me to prepare an un- 
part exactly There was no room left for doubt, guent for his sores As to myself, nobody 
and all that remained was to fix upon a can doubt my gratification when I had every 
scheme of revenge, which almost solely en- day an opportunity of seeing my revenge 
grossed my thouglits during the space of protracted on the body of my adversary, by 
eight nights and days Sometimes 1 was the ulcers of which 1 had been the cause" and 
tempted to fall upon him in the same man- indeed 1 not only enjoyed the satisfactioq of 
ncr OB he had practised upon me, and kiU him having flayed him alive, but anutlicr also 
outright But this assault iny honour oppos- which I had not foreseen The story of his 
ed Ob a piece of barbarous cowardice, in which bemg attacked and stripped in such a place 
he was not to be imitated At other times I having been inserted in the news, gave infor- 
entertamed thoughts of demanding saXisfac- mation to those who found his clothes next 
turn in an honourable way, but was diverted day whither to bring them , and accordingly 
from this undertaking considenng the he retrieved every thing he had lost, except 
uncertainty of the event, and the nature of a few letters, am^ng wmch was that which I 
the injury he had done me, which did not had written to him m the name of the apothe- 
entitle him to such easy terms At last I cary’s wife This and the others, which, it 
determined to pursue a middle course, and seems, were all on the subject of love (for 
actually put my design in execution after this this Hibernian hero was one of tliose people 
manner Having secured the assistance of who are called fortune-hunters), fell into the 
Strap and two oi hi$ acquaintance whom he hands of a ceictoin female author, famous for 
could depend upon, we provided onrselves the scandal she has published, who, after 
with disguises, and 1 caused the following having embellished them with some orna- 
letter to be delivered to him by one of our ments of her own invention, gave them to 
assoc ates, in livery, ore Sund^y even ng the town in print I was very much shock- 
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ed on reflecting that 1 might possibly be the 
occasion of a whole family’s unhappiness, on 
account of the letter 1 had written, but was 
eased of that apprehension, when I under- 
stood that the Chelsea apothecary had com- 
menced a law-suit agamst the pnnter for de- 
famation , and looked upon the whole as a 
pipce of forgery committed by the author, 
who had disappeared But whatever might 
be ms opinion of' the matter, our tw o ladies 
seemed to entertain a different idea of it , for, 
as soon as the pamphlet appeared, I could 
perceive their care of their patient coq^ider- 
ably diminish, until at last it ended m total 
neglect It was impossible for him to be ig- 
norant of this change any more that of the 
occasion of it , but as he was conscious to 
himself oT having deserved worse than con- 
tempt at their hands, he was glad to come 
off no cheaply, and contented himself with 
muttering curses and threats against the apo- 
thecary, who, as he imagined, having ^t an 
inkling of the appointment with his wire, had 
taken revenge of him m the manner described 
By the time he got a new scarf-skin, his 
character was become so notorious, that he 
thought it high time for him to decamp , 
and his retreat he performed in one night, 
ithout beat of drum, after having robbed his 
own servant of every thing that &}]onged to 
him, except the clothes he had on his back 
A few days after he disappeared, Mr Lave- 
ment, for his own security, took into custody 
a large old trunk which he had left, and, as 
it was very hca\y, made no question that the 
contents were sufficient to indemnify him for 
what O Donnell owed in lodging But a 
month being elapsed without hearing any 
tidings of this adventurer, and my master 
being impatient to know what the trunk con- 
tained, he ordered me to break it open in his 
presence, which task I p^ormed with the 
pcbtle of our great mortar, vhd discovered, to 
his inexpressible astonishment and mortifi- 
cation, a heap of stones 
About this time, my friend Strap informed 
me of an offer he had to go abroad with a 
gentleman, in quality of valet-de-chambre, 
and, at the same time assured me, that what- 
ever advantage he might propose to himself 
from this prospect, he could not bear the 
thoughts of parting from me, so much was 
he attached to my fortune In spite of all 
the obligations I owed to this poor honest fel- 
,low, ingratitude is so natural to the heart of 
man, that 1 began to be tired of his acquaint- 
ance , and now that I haS contracted other 
friendships which appeared more creditable, 
was even ashamed to see a journeyman bar- 
ber inquinng after me with the familiarity of 
a companion I therefore, on pretence of 
consulting his welfare, insisted upon his ac- 
cepting the proposal, which he at last deter- 
mined to embrace with great reluctance, 
and, in few days took his leave of me, shed- 
ding a flood of tears which I could not behold 


without emotion I now began to look upon 
myself as a gentleman in redity — learned to 
dance of a Frenchman whom 1 had cured of 
a fashionable distemper — ^frequented plays 
during the holidays — ^became the oracle of an 
alehouse, where every dispute was referred 
to my decision — and at length contracted an 
acquamtance with a young lady, who found 
means to make a conquest of my heart, and 
upon whom t prevailed, after much attendance 
and solicitation, to give me a promise of 
marriage As this beautiful creature passed 
for a rich heiress, I blessed piy good fortune, 
and Was actually on the point of crowning all 
my wishes by matrimony, when one morning 
I went to her lodging, and her maid being 
abroad, took the pnvilegc of a bridegroom to 
enter her chamber, where, to my utter con- 
fusion, I found her in bed with a man Hea- 
ven gave me patience and presence of mind 
enough to withdraw immediately, and I 
thanked my stars a thousand times for the 
happy disco veiy, by which I resolved to pro- 
fit so much as to abandon all thoughts of 
marriage for the future 


CHAPTER XXII 

Squire Gawky comes to lodge with my mas- 
ter — u involved m a troublesome affair 
^out of which he is extricated by me — 
he marries my master* s daughter — they 
conspire against me — I am found guilty 
of theft — discharged — deserted by my 
friends — I hire a room in St Gileses — 
where by accident I find the lady to whom 
I made my addresses in a miserable con- 
dition — 1 relieve her 

Whii E I enjoyed myself at large in this tem- 
per of mind, Mr Lavement let his first floor 
to my countryman and acquaintance. Squire 
Gawky, who, by this time, had got a lieu- 
tenancy in the army, and such a martial 
ferocity in lub appearance, that I was afraid 
he would remember what had happened be- 
tween us m Scotland, and atone for his 
breach of appointment then, by his punctu- 
ality^ow, but, whether he had actually forgot 
me, or was willing to make me behevc so, he 
betrayed not the least symptom of recognition 
at sight of me, and 1 remained quite cured 
of my apprehension, though I had occasion, 
not long after, to be convinced, that howso- 
ever his externals might be altered, he was 
at bottom the same individual Gawky whom 
I have already described , for, coming home 
late one night from the house of a patient, I 
heard a noise in the street, and, as I ap- 
proached, I perceived two gentlemen in cus- 
tody <»f three watchmen The pnsoners, 
who were miserably disfigured with dirt, 
complained bitterly of the loss of their hat*i 
and wigs , and one of them, whom, by Um 
toiiguCs I knew to be a Scotchman, lamented 
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most piteously, olfcring a gfiiinea for his 
liberty, which the uatthman refused, alleging 
that one of his companions was wounded 
grievously, and that he must stand to the 
consequence My prejudice m favour of my 
native country was so strong, that 1 couid 
not bear to see any body belonging to it m 
distress, and therefore, with one blow of my 
faithful cudgel, knocked down the watchman 
who had hold of the person for whom I was 
chiefly concerned He was no sooner dis- 
engoged, than he betook himself to his heels, 
and Tell me to maintain the dispute as 1 
should think proper , and, indeed, 1 came oft 
but scurvily, for, before I could avail my- 
self of my speed, I received a blow on the 
eye from one of the other two, that had well 
mgh deprived me of the use of that organ 
however, I made shift to get home, where I 
was informed of Captain Gawky’s being rob- 
bed and abused by a company of footpads, 
and was ordered by my master to prepare an 
omolhent glyster and paregoric draught, in 
order to allay and compose the ferment of 
his spirits, occasioned by the barbarous 
tieatinent he had undergone, while he took 
twelve ounces of blood ftom him iinmediate- 
Jy When I inquired into the particulars of 
tins adventure, and understood, by the ser- 
vant, that he came in just before me, without 
liat and wig, 1 made no scruple of believing 
him to be the person 1 had released, and was 
conflrmcd in my belief upon hearing his 
voice, to which, before that event, f had 
been so long a stranger My eye being con- 
hiderably swelled and inflamed, I could not 
reflect upon my enterprise without cuising 
my own folly, and even resolving to declare 
the truth of the w hole story, in order to be 
revenged on the cowardlj wretch tor whom 
I had suflTered accordingly, next day, after 
he had told, in presence of my master, his 
wife, and daughter, who came to visit him, 
a thousand lies concerning the prowess he 
had shown in making his escape, 1 ventured 
to explain the mystery, and, calling in the 
evidence of my contused eye, upbraided him 
with cowardice and ingratitude Gawky 
v\ as so astonished at tlii& discourse, that he 
could not answer one word and the re»tof 
the company stared at one another, til] at 
length my mistress reprimanded me for my 
insolent behaviour, and threatened to turn 
me away for my presumption Upon which. 
Gawky (having recollected himself) observed, 
as the young man might have mistaken 
another person for him, he could forgive his 
insinuations, more especially as he seemed 
to have suffered for his civility but advised 
me to be more certain m niy conjectures for 
the future, before I ventured to publish them 
to the prejudice of any man Miss applaud- 

ed the captain’s generosity in pardoning one 
who had bo villanously aspersed him, and I 
began to imagine her praise was not at all 
disintercbtcd But the apothecary, w'ho, 


perhaps, had more penetration, or less par- 
tiality than his wife and daughter, diflfered 
from them m his sentiments of the matter, 
and expressed himself to me in the shop in 
this manner — ** Ah mon pauvre ftodenque' 
you a\ e more of de veracite dan of de pru- 
dence hot mine vife and dater be diable- 

ment sage, and monsieur le capitame un 
fanfaron, pardieu This eulogium on his 
wife and daughter, though spoken ironically 
by him, was nevertheless literally just, by 
espousmg the cause of Gawky, the one 
obliged a valuable lodger, and the other ac- 
quired a husband at a juncture when one was 
absolutely necessary, for the young lady, 
(mding the eflTects of her correspondence 
with O’Donnell becommg plamer and plain- 
er every day, insinuated herself so artfully 
into the affection of this new lodger, that in 
less than a fortnight, on pretence of going 
to a plav, they drove away together to the 
Fleet, where they were coupled, from thence 
removed to a ba^io, where the marriage 
was consummated, and m the morning came 
home, when they asked her father’s and 
mother’s blessing The prudent parents, 
notwithstanding the precipitation with which 
the match wms carried on, did not think fit 
to refuse their approbation , for the apothe- 
cary was not ill pleased to find his daughter 
married to a young man of a good prospect, 
who had not mentioned to him one syllable 
on the article of her dowry , and his wife 
was rejoiced at being rid of a rival in her 
gallants, and a spy upon her pleasures Nor 
was I without self-enjoyment at this event, 
when 1 reflected on the revenge I had unwit- 
tingly taken upon my enemv, by making 
him a cuckold by anticipation But 1 little 
dreamed w hat a storm of mischief was brew - 
mg against me, whilst I thus indulged my- 
self Whatever face Gawky put on the 
matter, my discoffery of the adventure before 
related, and the reproaches T vented against 
him, had stung him to the soul, and cheribhed 
the seeds of enmity so strongly in his breast, 
that he (it seems) imparted his indignation 
to hiB wife, who being as desirous as him- 
self to compass the nun of one that not only 
slighted her caresses, but was able on any 
occasion to discover particulars not at all 
advantageous to her character, readily loined 
m a conspiracy against me, which, had it 
taken effect as they expected, would infal- 
libly iiave brought me to an ignominious 
death 

My master ha'Ang several times missed 
large quantities of medicines, of which I 
could give no account, at last lost all patience, 
and in plain terms taxed me with having 
embezzled them for my own use As I could 
onlv oppose my single asseveration to hib 
suspicion, he told me one day, — “By gar, 
your vord not be give me de satisfaction — 
me find nccessaire to chercher for my medi- 
cine, pardonnez moi — il faut chercher — ^me 
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demand le clef of your coffre a cette heure ” 
Then raising his voice to conceal the fright 
he was in, lest 1 should make any opposition, 
he went on, — '*oui, foutre, 1 charge you 
rendez le clef of your coffre — ^moi — si, moi 
que vous parle ” 1 was fired with so much 
resentment and disdain at this accusation, 
ahat 1 burst into tears, which he took for a 
sign of guilt , and pulling out a key, told him 
he might satisfy himself immediately, though 
he would not find it so easy to satisfy me 
for the injury my reputation had suffered 
from his unjust suspicion He took the key, 
and mounted up to my chamber, attended by 
the whole family , saying, — “ he nous 
lerrons — nous verrons ” But what was mj 
horror and am$^ement, when, on opening 
my chest, he pulled out a handful of the 
very things that were missing, and pronoun- 
ced, — “ Ah ha * vous etes bien venus — 
mardie Mens Rodenque, you be fort iniio- 
f ent ” I had not power to utter one word in 
iny own vindication, but stood motionless 
and silent, while every body present made 
their respective remarks on w hat appeared 
against me The servants said they were 
sorry tor my misfortune, and went away 
repeating, ** who would have thought it 
My mistress took occasion from this detec- 
tion to rail against the practice of employing 
strangers in general , and Mrs Gawky, after 
having observed that she never had a good 
opinion of rny fidelity, proposed to have me 
carried before the justice, and committed to 
Newgate immediately Her husband was 
actually upon the stairs in his \vky for a 
constable, vhen Mr Iiavcment, knowing tbc 
cost and trouble of a proseiution, to which 
he must bind himself, and at the same time 
dreading lest some particulars of my con- 
fession might affect his practice, called out, 
— “ Rcstez, rnon fils' rcstez, it be vcntable- 
inent one grand crime which dis pauvre 
diable have committed — hot peutetre de good 
God give him de penitence, and me vil not 
have upon mine head de blood of one sinner ” 
The captdin and his lady used all the Christ- 
ian arguments their zeal could suggest, to 
prevail on the apothecary to pursue me to 
destruction, and represented the injustice he 
did to the community of which he was a 
member, in letting a villain escape, who 
would not tail of doing more mischief in the 
world, when he should reflect on his coming 
off so easily now But their eloquence 
made no impression on my master, who, 
turning to me, said, — “Go, miserable, go 
from mine house, quick, quick — and make 
reparation for your mauvaise actions By 
this time, my indignation had roused me 
from the stupefaction in which I had hitherto 
remained, and I began in this mohner — 
“ Sir, appearances, I own, condemn me , but 
you are imposed upon as much as 1 am 
abused — 1 have fallen a sacnfice to the ran- 
cour of that scoundrel,” pointing at Gawky, 
4 B* 51* 


“ who has found means to convey your goods 
hither, that the detection of them migh 
blast my reputation, and accomplish my de- 
struction His hatred of me is owing to a 
consciousness of his having wronged me in 
my own country , for which injuiy, he, in a 
cowardly manner, refused me the satisfaction 
of a gentleman , he knows, moreover, that I 
am no stranger to his dasta^y behaviour in 
this town, which I have recounted before , 
and he is unwilling that such a testimony of 
his ingratitude and pusillanimity should live 
upon the earth for this reason he is guilty 
of the most mfernal malice to bring about 
my rum And I am afraid, madam (turning 
to Mrs Gawky), “ you have too easilv entered 
into the sentiments of your husband I 
have often found you my enemy, and am 
well acquainted with the occasion of your 
being so, which I don't at present think pro- 
per to declare , but I would not advise you, 
for your own sake, to drive me to extremity ’* 
This address enraged her so much, tliat, 
with a face as red as scarlet, and the eyes 
of a fury, she stnitted up to me, and putting 
her hands on her sides, spit in my face, 
saying, I was a scandalous villain, but she 
defied my malice , and that, unless her papa 
would prosecute me like a thiefi as I was, 
she v/ould not stav another night under his 
roof At the same tune, Gawky, assuming .i 
big look, told me, he scorned what lies I 
could invent against him , but that, if 1 pre- 
tended to asperse his wife, he would put me 
to death, by G — d To this threat I answc r- 

ed, — “I wish to God, I could meet willi 
thee III a desert , that J might have an oppor- 
tunity of punishing thee for thy perfidy to- 
wards me, and nd the world of such a rascal 
— What hinders me this moment,” said 1, 
seizing an old bottle that stood b>, “from 
doing myself that justice I had no sooner 
armed myself in this manner, than Gawky 
and his father-in-law retired iti such a hurry, 
that the one overturned the other, and thev 
rolled together down stairs , while my mis- 
tress swooned av^ay with fear , and her 
daughter asked if I intended to murder her 
1 gave her to understand that nothing was 
fariier from my intention , that I would 
leave her to the stings of her own conscience, 
but was firmly resolved to silt her husband's 
nose, whenever fortune should offer a conve- 
nient opportunity Then going down stairs, 

1 met Tjavement coming up, trembling, with 
a pestle m his hand, and Gawky Behind, 
armed with hts sword, pushing him forward 
I demanded a parley, and having assured 
them of my pacific disposition, Gawky ca- 
claimed, — “ Ah ' villain * you have killed my 
dear wife ” And the apothecary cried, — 
“Ah coquin' vere is my shild'” “The 
lady,” said I, “is p.bove stairs, unhurt by 
me, and will, a few months hence, I believe, 
reward your concern ” Here she called to 
them and desired they would let the wretch 
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go, and trouble themselves no further about 
him To which request her father con- 
sented, observing, nevertheless, that my con- 
versation was fott mystericuse Finamg it 
impossible to vindicate my innocence, I left 
the house immediately, and went to the 
schoolmaster, with an intention of cleanng 
myself to him, and asking hia advice with 
regard to rny future conduct , but, to my in- 
expressible vexation, was told he was gone 
to the country, where he would stay two or 
three days 1 returned with a design of con- 
sulting some acquaintances I had acquired in 
my master’s neighbourhood, but my story had 
taken air, through the officiousness of the 
servants, and not one of my friends would 
vouchsafe me a hearing Thus I found my- 
self, by the iniquity of mankind, in a much 
more deplorable condition than ever for 
though I had been formerly poor, inv repu- 
tation was without blemish, and my heeilth 
unimpaired till now, — but at present, my 
good name was lost, my money gone, my 
friends were alienated, my body was infecteS 
by a distemper contracted in the course of 
an amour, and my faithful Strap, who alone 
could yield me pity and assistance, absent 1 
kiH w not where 

The first resolution 1 could take in this 
melancholy conjecture, was to remove inv 
clothes to the house of the person with whom 
1 hud formerly lodged, where 1 remained 
two days, in hopes ot getting another place, 
by the interest of Mr Concordance, to whom 
I made no doubt of being able to vindicate 
my character, but in tins supposition I reck- 
oned without my host, for Lavement took 
care to he beforehand with me , and when I 
attempted to e\ plain the whole aflfair to the 
hclioolmaster, I found him so prepossessed 
against me, that he would scarce hear me to 
an end , but when I had firnshed my justifi- 
catioii, shook Ins head, and beginning with 
his usual cvclamution, — “O C — st’*' said 
lie, “that won’t go down with me I am 
very sorry 1 should liave the misfortune of 
being concerned in the affiair, but, however, 
shall be more cautious tor the future I 
will trust no man from henceforward — ^no, 
not my lather vv ho begat me — nor llie broiler 
who lay with me m my mother’s womb 
Should Daniel rise from the dead, I would 
think him an impostor, and were tlie genius 
of Truth to appear, would question its vera- 
cit> ” I told him, that one day it was pos- 
sible he might be convinced of tlie injury I 
had suffered, and repent of hts premature 
determination To which remark he an- 
swered, the proof of my, innocence would 
make his bowels vibrate with joy, — ^^but 
till that sliall happen,” continued he, “I 
must beg to have no manner of connexion 
with you — ^iny reputation is at stake— O ray 
good God’ 1 shall be looked upon as your ac. 
complice and abettor — people will sav Jona- 
than Wild wab but a type of me— boys will 


hoot at me as 1 pass along, and the cinder 
wenches belch forth reproaches, wafted in a 
gale impregnated with gin, 1 shall be notorious 
— tbe very butt of slander and cloak of infa- 
my ” I was not in a humour to relish the 
climax of expressions upon which the gentle- 
man valued himself in all his discourses , but, 
without any ceremony, took my leave, cursed 
with every sentiment of horror whjch my 
situation could suggest I considered, how- 
ever, in the intervals of my despondence, 
that 1 must in some shape suit my expense 
to my ^Calamitous circumstances , and with 
that view hired an apartment in a garret 
near St Giles’s at the rate of 9d per week 
Here I resolved to perform my own cure, 
having first pawned Uireo shirts to purchase 
medicines and support for the occasion. 
One day when I sat m this solitary retreat, 
musing upon the unhappiness of my fate, I 
was alarmed by a groan that issued from a 
chamber contiguous to mine, mto which 1 
immediately ran, and found a woman stretch- 
ed on a miserable truckle bed, without any 
visible signs of life Having applied a 
smelling-bottle to her nose, the blood began 
to revisit her cheeks, and she opened her 
eyes, but, good heavens’ what were the 
emotions of my soul, when I discovered her 
to be the same individual lady who had tri- 
umphed over my heart, and to whose fate I 
had almost been inseparably joined ’ Her 
deplorable situation filled iny breast with 
compassion , and every tender idea reviving 
in my im^ination, I flew into her embrace 
She knew me immediately, and, straining* 
mu gently in her arms, shed a torrent ot 
tears, which I could not help increasing At 
length, tasting a languishing look at me, 
she pronounced, with a feeble voice, — “ Dear 
Mr Random, I do not deserve this concern 
at your hands I am a vile creature, who 
had a base design upon your person , suffer 
me to expiate that and all my other crimes 
by a miserable death, which will not fail to 
overtake me in a few^ hours ” I encouraged 
her as much as I could , told her 1 forgave 
all her intentions wuth regard to me, and 
that, although my ciuumstances were ex- 
treinely low, I would share my last farthing 
witli her In the mean time, I begged to 
know the immediate cause of that fit from 
which she had just recovered, and said 1 
would endeavour by my skill to prevent any 
more such attacks She seemed very much 
affected with this expression, took iny hand, 
and pressed it to her lips, saying, ” You are 
too generous^ — I wish I could live to expre'ss 
mv gratitude but alas ' I perish for want ” 
Then, shutting her eyes, she relapsed into 
another swoon Such extremity of distress 
must have awakened the most obdurate heart 
to sympathy and compassion What effect, 
tlien, must it have had on mine, that was na- 
turoJly prone to every tender passion I 
ran down stairs, and sent my landlady to a 
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chcmi6t*s shop for some oinnamon water , 
while I, returning to this unfortonate crea- 
ture’s chamber used all the means in mj 
power to bnng her to herself This aim, 
with much dimcuJty, 1 accomplished, and 
made her drink a glass of the cordial to re- 
cruit her spirits , then I prepared a little 
nfulled red wine and a toastt which having 
taken, she found herself thoroughly revived, 
and informed me, that she had not tasted 
food for eight-and-forty hours before As 1 
was impatient to know the occasion and 
nature of her calamity, she gave me io un- 
derstand, that she was a woman of the town 
by profession that, in the course of her ad- 
\entures, she fonnd herself dangerously in- 
fected ^ith a distemper to which all of her 
class are particularly subject that her mal- 
ady gaming ground every day, she became 
loathsome to herself, and olfensive to others , 
when she resolved to retire to some obscure 
corner, where she might be cured with as 
little noise and expense as possible that 
bhe had accordingly chosen this place of re- 
treat, and put herself into the hands of an 
advertising doctor, who, having fleeced her 
of all the money she had, or could procure, 
left her three days ago in a worse condition 
than that in which he found her that, ex- 
cept the clothes on her back, she had pawn- 
ed or sold every thing that belonged to her, 
to satisfy that rapacious quack, and quiet 
the clamour of her landlady, who still per- 
sisted in her threats to turn her out into the 
street After having moralized upon these 
particulars, I proposed tliat she should lodge 
in the same room with me, an expedient 
that would save some money , and assured 
her I would undertake her cure as well as 
my own, dunng which she should partake 
of all the conveniences that I could afford to 
myself She embraced ray offer with un- 
feigned acknowledgement , and I began to 
put It in practice immediately I found in 
her not only an agreeable companion, whose 
conversation greatly alleviated rny chagrin, 
but also a careful nurse, who served me with 
the utmost fidelity and affection One day, 
while I testified my surprise that a woman 
of her beauty, good sense, and education ! 
(for see had a large portion of each), could 
be reduced to such an infamous and misera- 1 
ble way of life as that of a prostitute, — she 
answered with a sigh,— “ These very advan- 
tages were the cause of my undoing ” This 
remarkable reply inflamed my cunosity to 
such a degree, that 1 begged she would fa- 
vour me with the particulars of her stoiy, 
and she complied in these words 


CHAPTER XXII 
The history of Miss Wiliams 
My father w'as an eminent merchant in the 


city, who having, in the course of trade, suf- 
fered very considerable losses, retired in his 
old age, with his wife, to a small estate in the 
country, which he had purchased with the 
remains of his fortune At that time I, beino 
but eight years of age, was left m town for 
I the convenience of education, boarded with 
an aunt, who was a rigid presbyterian, and 
who confined me so closely to what she call- 
ed the duties of religion, that in time I grew 
weary of her doctrines, and, by degrees, con- 
ceived an aversion for the good books she 
dady recommended to my perusal As I in- 
creased m age, and appeared with a person 
not disagreeable, I contracted a good deal of 
acquaintance among my own sex, one of 
whom, after having lamented the restraint T 
was under from fte narrowness of my aunt’s 
sentiments, told me I must now throw off the 
prejudices of opinion imbibed under her in- 
fluence and example, and learn to think for 
myself, for which purpose she advised me to 
read Shaftesbury, Tindal, Hobbes, and all the 
books that are remarkable for their deviation 
from the old way of thinking, and, by com- 
paring one with another, I should soon be 
able to form a system of my own I follow'ed 
her advice and, whether it was owing to mv 
prepossession against what I had formerly 
read, or the clearness oi argument in these 
my new instructors, I know not, but I studied 
them with pleasure, and in a short tune be- 
came a professed freethinker Proud of my 
new improvement, I argued in all companies, 
and that with such success, that I soon ac- 
quired the reputation of a philosoplier, and 
few people durst undertake me m a dispute 
I grew vain upon my good fortune, and at 
length pretended to make my aunt a prosclytt 
to my opinion , but she no sooner perceived 
my drift, than, taking the alarm, she wrote to 
my father an account of my heresy, and con- 
jured him, as i e tendered the good of my soul, 
to remove me immediately from the danger- 
ous place where I had contracted such sin fid 
principles , accordingly, my father orderc ^ 
me into the country, where I arrived in tlir 
fifteenth year of my age , and by his com- 
mand, gave him a detail of all the articles of 
my fliith, which he did not find so unreason- 
able as they had been represented Finding 
myself suddenly deprived" of the company and 
pleasures of the town, I grew melancholy, 
and it was some tune before I could relish my 
situation But soatude became eveiy day 
more and more familiar to me and I con- 
soled myself in my retreat with the enjov- 
ment of a good library, at such times as 1 
was not employed in the management of the 
family (for my mother had been dead thre*^ 
years), m visiting, or some other party ot 
rural diversion Having more imagination 
that judgment, I addicted myself too much 
to poetry and romance , andT, in short, 
looked upon as a very extraordinary person 
by every body in the country where I resided 
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1 had one evening strayed with a book m my he was returning home when my shrieks 
hand into a wood that bordered on the high brought him to my rescue All night long 
road, at a little distance from my father’s my imagination formed a thousand ridiculous 
house, when a certain drunken squire riding expectations There was so much of knight- 
by perceived me, and crying, — ** Zounds * errantry in this gentleman’s coming to the 
there’s a charming creature alighted in a relief of a damsm m distress, with whom he 
moment, caught me m his arms, and treated immediately became enamoured, that all 1 
me so rudely, that 1 shrieked as loud as 1 had read of love and chivalry recurred to my 
could, and, in the mean tune, opposed his fancy, and I looked upon myself as a princess 
violence with all the stretch that rage and in some region of romance, who, being deliv- 
resentment could inspire Dunngthisstrug- ered from the power of a brutal giant or ea- 
gle, another horseman came up, who seeing tyr by a generous Oroondates, was bound in 
a lady so unworthily used, dismounted, and gratitude, as well as led by inclination, to 
flew to my asBistance My ravisher, mad yield my affections to him without reserve 
with disappointment, or provoked with the in vam did 1 endeavour to chastise these fool- 
reproaches of the other gentleman, quitted ish conceits, ^ reflections more reasonable 
me, and, running to his horse, drew a pistol and severe The amusing images took full 
from the saddle, and flred%t my protector, possession of my mind, and my dreams re- 
who happily receiving no damage, went up, presented my hero sighing at my feet in the 
and, with the butt end of his whip, laid him language of a despairing lover Next mom- 
{irostrate on the ground before he could use ing after breakfast he took his leave, when 
the other, which his antagonist immediately my father begged the favour of further 
seized, and clappmg to the squire’s breast, acquamtance with him , to which request he 
threatened to put him to death for his coward- replied, by a compliment to him, and a look 
ice and treacheiy In this dilemma 1 inter- to me so full of eloquence and tenderness, 
posed, and begged his life, which was granted that my whole soul received the soft impress - 
to my request, after he had asked pardon, and ion In a short time he repeated his visit , 
fr wore his intention was only to obtain a kiss and, as a recital of the particular steps he 
However, my defender thought proper to un- pursued to rum me would be too tedious and 
load the other pistol, and throw away the impertinent, let it suffice to say, he made it 
(lints, before he gave him his liberty This his husincsb to insinuate himself into my cs- 
eourteous stranger conducted me home, teem, by convincing me of his own good seiist, 
'vhere my father, having learned the signal and at the same time flattering my under- 
service he had done me, loaded him with ca- standing This task he performed in the 
resses, and insisted on his lodging that night most artful manner, by seeming to contradict 
at our hou«!e If the obligation he had con- me often through misapprehension, that 1 
ferred upon me justly inspired me with senti- might have an opportunity of rlearing myself 
inents of gratitude, his appearance and con- the more to my own honour Having tliiib 
vcrsation seemed to entitle him to somewhat secured my good opinion, he began to give m< 
more He was about the age of two-and- some tokens of a particular passion, founded 
twentj , among the tallest of the middle size , on a veneration for the qualities of my mind, 
had chesnut-coloured hair, which he wore and, as an accidental ornament, admired the 
tied up in a riband , a high polished forehead, beauties of my person , till at length, being 
a nose ineliiiing to the aquiline, lively blue fully persuaded of Ins conquest, he chose a 
eyes, red pouting lips, teeth as white as snow, proper season for the theme, and disclosed 
nnd a cert am openness of countenance — ^but his love m terms so ardent and sincere, that 
what need I describe any more particulars of it was impossible for me to disguise tliesen- 
his person'' I hope you will do me the jus- timente of my heart, and he received my ap- 
tice to believe ] do not flatter, when I say probation with the most lively transport 
he was the exact resemblance of ^ou, aflflyif After this mutual declaration, we contrived 
1 had not been well acquainted with his family to meet more frequently, in private interviews, 
and pedigree, I should have made no scruple where we enjoyed the conversation of one 
ot concluding that you was hts brother He another in all the elevation of fancy and im- 
spoko little, and seemed to have no reserve , patience of hope that reciprocal adoratior 
Hir w hat he said w^as ingenuous, sensible and can inspire He professed his honourable in- 
uncommon In short, said she, bursting into tentions, of which I made no question , la- 
tears, he was formed for the rum of our sex* mented the avaricious disposition of his 
Ills behaviour was modest and respectfbl; father, who had destined him for the arms 
but his looks were so mgnificant, that I could of another and vowed eternal fidelity with 
easily observe he secretly blessed the occa- such an appearance of candour and devotion, 
Sion that introduced him to my acquaintance that I became a dupe to his deceit, and, in 
We learned from tns discourse that he was an evil hour, crowned his eager desire with 
the eldest son of a wealthy gentleman m the full possession Cursed be the day on which 
neighbourhood, to whose name we were no I gave away my mnocence and peace for a mo- 
strangers , tliat he had been to visit an ac- roentary ^tification, which has entailed 
quamtance in the country, ftom whose house upon me such misery and horror' cursed be 
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my beauty, that first attracted the attention 
of the seducer ' cujsed be my education, that, 
by refining my sentiments, made my heart the 
more susceptible * cursed be my good sense, 
that fixed me to one object, and taught me 
tlie preference I enjoyed was but my duo » 
Had 1 been ugly, nobody would have tempted 
me^ had I been ignorant, the charms of my 
person would not nave atoned for the coarse- 
ness of my conversation , had I been giddy, 
my vanity would have divided my inclina- 
tions, and my ideas ^ ould have been so di& 
fused, that I should never have listened t# the 
enchantments of one alone 
But, to return to my unfortunate story , we 
^ave a loose to guilty pleasure, which, for 
some months, banished every other concern 
At last, by degrees, his visits became less 
frequent, and his behaviour less warm 1 per- 
ceived hiB coldness — ^mv heart took the 
alarm — my tears reproached him — and I in- 
sisted upon the performance of his promise to 
espouse me, that, whatever should happen, 
my reputation might be safe He seem^ to 
acquiesce in my proposal, and left me on 
pretence of finding a proper clergyman to 
unite us m the bands of wedlock But, alas * 
the inconstant had no intention to return I 
waited a whole week with the utmost impa- 
tience , sometimes doubting his honour, at 
other times inventing excuses for him, and 
condemning myself for harbouring the least 
suspicion of his faith At length, I under- 
stood from a gentleman that dined at our 
house, that this perfidious wretch was on the 
point of setting out ff»r London with his 
bride, to buy clothes for their approaching 
nuptials This information distracted me, 
the more so as I found myself some months 
gone with child, and reflected, that it would 
be impossible to conceal in j disgrace, which 
w^oiild not only ruin the character 1 had ac- 
quired in the country, but also bring the grey 
hairs of an indulgent parent with sorrow to 
the grave Rage took possession of my soul, 
1 denounced a thousand imprecations, and 
formed as many schemes of revenge against 
tlie traitor who had undone me Then my 
resentment would subside to silent sorrow 
I recalled the tranquillity I had lost, I wept 
o\er my infatuation, and sometimes a ray of 
hope w'ould intervene, and for a moment 
cheer my drooping heart, I would revolve 
all the favourable circumstances of his char- 
acter, repeat the vows he made, ascribe his 
absence to the vigilance of a suspicious father, 
who compelled him to a match his soul ab- 
horred, and comfort myself with the expec- 
tation of seeing him before the thing 
should be brought to any terms of agreement 
But now vam was my imagination ' The 
\illam left me without remorse, and in a 
few days the news of the marriage was spread 
dll over the country My horror was then 
inconceivable , and had not the desire of re- 
venge diverted the resolution, 1 should infal- 


libly have put an end to my miserable life 
My father observed the symptoms of my des- 
pair * and, though I have good reason to be. 
lieve he guessed the cause, was at a great 
deal of pains to seem ignorant of my afflic- 
tion, while he endeavoured with paternal 
fondness to alleviate my distress 1 saw his 
concern, which increased my anguish, and 
raised my fury against the author of my ca- 
lamity to an implacable degree Having fur- 
nished myself with a little money, I made an 
elopement from this unhappy parent in the 
night-time, and, about break of day, arrived 
at a small town, from whence a stage-ooarh 
set out for London, m which 1 embarked, and 
next day alighted in town , the spirit of re- 
venge having supported me all the way against 
every other reflection My first care was to 
hire a lodging, in which 1 kept myself verj 
retired, having assumed a foiled name, that 
my character and situation nught be the bet- 
ter concealed It was not Jong before I found 
out the house of my ravisher, whither I im- 
mediately repaired in a transport of mge, de- 
termined to act some desperate deed for tlie 
satisfaction of my despair, though tho hurry 
of my spirits would not permit me to concert 
or resolve upon a particular plan When 1 
demanded admission to Lothario (so let me 
call him), 1 was desired to send up my name 
and business but this T refused, telling the 
porter 1 had business for his master’s private 
ear Upon which 1 was conducted into a 
parlour until he should be informed of luy re- 
quest There I remained about a quarter of 
an hour when a servant entered, and told me 
his master was engaged with company, and 
begged to be excused at that time My tem- 
per couJd hold out no lon^r, I pulled a 
poniard from my bosom, where 1 had con- 
cealed it, and rushing out, flew up stairs like 
a fury, exclaiming, — “ Where is this perfidi- 
ous villain * could 1 once plunge this dagger 
into his false heart, I should then die satis- 
fied ” The noise 1 made alanned not only 
the servants, but the company also, who, 
hearing my threats, came forwards to the 
staircase to see what was the matter I w as 
seized, disarmed, and withheld by two foot- 
men p and, m this situation, felt the most ex- 
quisite torture in beholding my undoer ap- 
proach with his young wife I could not 
endure the was depnved of my senses, 
and fell into a severe fit, during which I know 
not how 1 was treated , but when I recovered 
the use of reflection, found myself on a bed 
in a paltry apartment, where 1 was attended 
by an old Woman, who asked a thousand im- 

uid infoimd me that ray b^aviour had 
thrown the whole family into confbsion , that 
Lothano afiirmed 1 was mad, and proposed 
to have me sent to Bedlam , but my lad> 
persuaded herself there was more in rny con- 
duct than he cared should be known, and 
had taken to her bed on bare suspicion, hav* 
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mg first ordered that I should be narrowly 
looked to I heard all she said without making 
any other reply, than desiring she would dome 
the favour to call a chair , but this, she told 
me, could not be done without her master’s 
consent, which, however, was easily procur* 
ed, and I was conveyed to my own l^gings 
in a state of mind that baffles all description. 
The agitation^ of my thoughts produced a 
fever, which brought on a miscamage , and I 
believe, it is well for my conscience that Hea- 
\en thus disposed of my burden , for, let me 
own to you with penitence and horror, if I 
had brought a living child into the world, my 
frenzy would have prompted me to sacridce 
the little innocent to my resentment of tlie 
father’s infidelity. 

After this event my rage abated, and my 
hate became more deliberate and calm , when, 
one day, my landlady informed me that there 
was a gentleman below who desired to see 
me, he having something of consequence to 
impart, which be was sure would contnbute 
to my peace of mind I was exceedingly 
alarmed at this declaration, which I attempt- 
ed to interpret a thousand ways , and be- 
fore 1 came to any determination he entered 
niy room, with an apology for intruding upon 
me against my knowledge or consent 1 
surveyed him some time, and, not being able 
to recollect his face, demanded, with a fault- 
enng accent, what Ins business was with 
me** Upon which he desired I would give 
him a particular audience, and he did not 
doubt of communicating sometlung that 
would conduce to my satis&ction and repose 
As I thought myself sufficiently guarded 
against any violence, I granted his request, 
and bid the woman withdraw The stran- 
ger then advancing, gave me to understand 
that he was well acquainted with the par- 
ticulars of my story, having been informed 
of them from liOthario’s own mouth , that, 
from the time he knew my misfortunes, he 
had entertained a detestation for the author 
of them , which had of late been increased 


and inflamed to a desire of revenge, by a 
piece of dishonourable conduct towards him , 
that, hearing of my melancholy situation, he 
had come with an intention of offlenitf his 
assistance and comfort, and was ready to 
espouse my quarrel, and forthwith take ven- 
geance on my seducer, provided 1 would 
^ant him one consideration, which he hoped, 
1 should see no reason to refuse Haa all 


the artifice of hell been employed iif*tom- 
posing a persuasive, it could not have had a 
more instantaneous or fhvoorable effect than 
this di<;course had upon me 1 was trans- 

S orted with a delirium of gloomy joy'; I 
iiggi'd my companion in my arms, and 
vowed, that if he would make good hia pro- 
mise, my sou) and body should m at his dis- 
posal The contract was made, be defeated 
himself to my revenge, undertook to murder 
Lothario that verj lught, and to bring me on 


I account of his deatli before morning Ac- 
/ cordwgfy, about two of the clock, he was 
introduced to my chamber, and assured me 
my perfidious lover was no more , that al- 
though he was not entitled to such an honour- 
able proceeding, he had fairly challenged him 
to the field, where he upbraided him with 
his treacheiy towards me, for whom (he fold 
me) his sword was drawn, and after a few 
passes left him weltering in his blood 1 
was so savaged by my wrongs, that I de- 
lighted m the recital of this adventure, made 
hun^peat the particulars, fbasted my eyes 
with the blood that remained on his clothes 
and sword, and yielded up my body as a re- 
compense for the service he had done me 
! My imagination was so ex)gro8sed with these 
ideas, that in my sleep I dreamed Lothario 
appeared before me, pide, mangled, and 
bloody, blamed my rashness, protested his 
innocence, and pleaded his own cause so 
pathetically, that I was convinced of his 
fidelity, and waked in a fit of horror and re- 
morse My bed-fellow endeavoured to 
soothe, console, and persuade me that I liad 
but barely done lustice to myself I dropt 
asleep again, and the same apparition re- 
turned to my fancy In short, I passed the 
night in great misery, and looked upon my 
avenger with such abhorrence, that, m the 
morning, perceiving my aversion, he insinu- 
ated there was still a possibility of Lothario’s 
recovery , it was true he left him wounded 
I on the ground, but not quite dead , and per- 
haps his hurts might not be mortal At 
these words I started up, bade him fiy for in- 
telligence, and, if he could not bring me 
tidings of Lothario’s safety, at least consult 
his own, and never return, for 1 was resolved 
to surrender myself to justice, and declare 
all that 1 knew of the affair, that, if possible, 

I might expiate my own guilt by incurring 
the ngours of a sincere repentance and igno- 
minious death He very coolly represented 
the unreasonableness of my prejudice against 
him, who had done nothing but what his 
love of me inspired, and honour mstifled 
that now he had, at the nsk of his life, been 
I subservient to my revenge, I was about to 
I discard him as an infamous agent occasion- 
ally necessary, and that, even if he should 
be so lucky as to bnng news of Lothario’s 
safety, it was probable my former resent- 
ment might revive, and I would upbraid him 
of having failed in his undertaking 1 assured 
him, that, on the contrair, he should be 
dearer to me than ever, as I then should be 
convinced be acted more on the principles of 
I a man of honour than on those of a mercenair 
assassin, and scorned to take away the life 
of an ^versary (how inveterate soever) 
which fortune bad put m his power ** Well 
then, madam,” said he, “whatever may 
have happened I ehall find it no difficult 
matter to acquit myself in point of honour 
[ and took his leave, m order to inquire into 
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the consequences of his duel 1 was now 
more sensible than ever of the demes of 
^uilt and misery , all the afSiction 1 liad suf^ 
fered hitherto was owing to my own credu- 
lity and weakness, and my conscience could 
not accuse me of venial crimes but now 
that 1 looked upon myself bb a murderer, it 
IB impossible to express the terrors of my 
imagination, which was incessantly haunted 
by uie image of the deceased, and my bosom 
stung with the most exquisite agonies, of 
which 1 saw no end At length Horatio (for 
so I shall call my keeper) returned, and, jell- 
ing me I had nothing to fear, dehvered into 
my hands a billet, containing these words « 

“ Mahaiii, — A s 1 understand it is of conse- 
quence to your peace, 1 take this liber^ to 
inform yoU, that the wounds received from 
Horatio arc nut mortal This satisfaction 
my humanity could not deny, even to a per- 
son who has endeavoured to disturb the re- 
pose, as well as to destroy the life, of 

“ Lothahto ” 

Being well acquainted with his hand, I 
had no reason to suspect an imposition m 
this letter, which I read over and over with 
a transport of joy, and caressed Horatio so 
much that he appeared the happiest man 
dlive Thus was I won from despair by the 
menaces of a greater misfortune than that 
which depressed me Griefs are like usur- 
pers, the most powerful deposes all the rest 
But my raptures were not lasting , that very 
letter, which in a manner re-established my 
tranquillity, in a little time banished my 
peace His unjust reproaches, while they 
waked iny resentment, recalled my former 
happiness, and filled my soul with rage and 
sorrow Horatio, perceiving the situation 
of my mind, endeavoured to divert my cha- 
grin, by treating rnc with all the amusements 
and entertain ineiits of the town I was 
gratified with every indulgence I could de- 
‘«ire, introduced into the company of other 
kept-mistresses, by whom an uncommon defer- 
ence was paid to me , and 1 began to lose 
dll remembrance of iny former condition, 
when an accident brought it back to my 
view, with all its interesting circumstances 
Diverting rnyselt one day with some news- 
papers, which 1 had not before perused, the 
following advertisement attracted my atten- 
tion — 

“ Whereas a young gentlewoman disap- 
peared from her father’s house in the county 

of , about the end of September, on 

account, as is supposed, of some uneasiness 
of mind, and has not been as yet heard of, 
whoever will give any information about her 
to Mr of Gray’s Inn, shall be hand- 

somely rewarded , or if she will return to 
the arms of her disconsolate parent, she will 
be received with the utmost tenderness, 
whatever reason she may have to think other- 
wise, and may be the means of prolonging j 


the life of a father, already weighed down 
almost to the grave with age and sorrow ” 
This pathetic remonstrance had such an 
effect on me, t^t I was fully resolved to re- 
turn, like the prodigal son, and imjplore the 
forgiveness of him who gave me hfe , but, 
alas* upon inquiry, I found he had paid his 
debt to nature a month before, lamenting my 
absence to his last hour, having left his for- 
tune to a stran^r, as a mark of his resent- 
ment of my unkmd and un dutiful behaviour 
Penetrated with remorse on this occasion, I 
sunk mto the most profound melancholy, and 
i considered nwself as the immediate cause ot 
his death, 1 lost all relish for company, 
and indeed most of my acquaintance no 
sooner perceived my change ot temper than 
they abandoned me Horatio, disgusted at 
my insensibility, or, which is more probabk, 
cloyed with possession, became colder and 
colder every day, till at last he left me alto- 
gether, without making any apology for his 
conduct, or secunng me against the miseries 
of want, as a man of honour ought to havL 
done, considering the share he had in my 
rum , for I afterwards learned that the quar- 
rel between Lothario and him was a story 
trumped up to nd the one of my importuni- 
ties, and give the other the enjoyment of my 
person, wnich, it seems, he lusted after, upon 
seeing me at the house of m> seducer Re- 
duced to this extremity, 1 curbed my own 
simplicity, uttered homd imprecations 
against the treachery of Horatio , and, as I 
became evrt'y day more fixmilianzed to tlio 
loss of innocence, resolved to be revenged 
on the sex in general, by practising their 
own arts upon themselves Nor was an 
opportunity long wanting , an old gentlewo- 
man, under pretence of sympathizing, visited 
me, and, after having condoled me om my 
misfortunes, and professed a disinterested 
friendship, began to display the art of her 
occupation m encomiums on my beauty, and 
invectives against the wretch who had for- 
saken me , insinuating, withal, that it would 
be my own fault if 1 did not btill make rnv 
fortune by the extraordinary qualifications 
with which nature had endowed me 1 soo i 
undej^tood her drift, and gave her such en- 
couragement to explain herself, that we 
came to an agreement immediately to divide 
the profits of my prostitution accruing from 
such gallants as she should introduce to my 
acquaintance The first stroke of my dis- 
simulation was practised upon a certain 
judge, to whom I was recommended by this 
matron as an innocent creature just arnved 
from the country He was so transported 
with my appearance and feigned simplicity, 
that he paid a hundred guineas fur the pos- 
session of me for one night only, during 
which 1 behaved in such a manner as to 
make him perfectly well pleased his 
purchase. 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

She %s interrupted by a bad^^ who urreets 
and carries her to the MarshaUea — 1 ac^ 
company her — hrvit^ witnesses to prove 
she IS not the person named m the writ 
— the bathfftsfam Oogwe her a present 
and discharge sh^ out lodging 

— she resume* her story^ and ends xt^-^y 
rcfieetwns ikereaptm — she makes me ac- 
quatnted with the progress of a common 
woman of the town^^esdves to quit that 
way of Itfe. 

HfiR Btory was here interrupted by a rap at 
the door, wh^ch I no sooner opened, than 
three or four terrible fellows rushed in, one 
of whom accosted my feDow-Iodgcr thus ^ 
** Madam, your servant, you must do me the 
favour to come aXonf with me-^I have ffot a 
writ against you While the bailiff (for so 
he was) spoke thus, his followers surrounded 
the prisoner, and began to handle her very 
roughly This treatment incensed me so 
much, that I snatched up the poker, and 
would certainly have used it in defence of 
the lady, without any regard to the strength 
and number of her adversaries, had she not 
begged me, with a composure of countenance 
for which 1 could not account, to use no vio> 
lence m her behalf, which could be of no 
service to her, but might Iw very detrimental 
to myself Then turning to the leader of 
this mrmidable troop, she desirSd to see the 
writ, and, having perused it, said, with a 
faultcnng voice, — “I am not the person 
whose name is here mentioned arrest me 
at your peril ” “ Ay, ay, madam,” replied 
the tatchpole, “ we suall prove your identity 
In the mean time, whether will you be 
pleased to be carried to my house, or to 
jail “• If I must be confined,” said she, “ I 
would rather be in your house than ui a com- 
mon jail ” “ Well, well,” answered he, “ if 
you have money enough in your pocket, you 
shall be entertained lil^ a princesSp” ** But 
w hen bhe acquainted him with her poverty, 
he swore he never gave credit, and ordered 
one of hiS myrmidons to call a coach, to 
carry her to the Marshalsca at once. While 
they waited for the convenience, she took 
rue aside, and bade me be under m concern 
on her account, for she knew how to extri- 
cate herself from this dignity very sijdn, 
and perhaps gam something by the oceSmon. 
^lth«)ugh her discourse wasamystetytonie, 
I w'Rs very well pleased with her .asi^arance, 
and, when the coach came to the door, c^Efered 
to accompany her to prison, to which i>ro- 
posal, after much entreaty, she consented 
When we arrived at the gate of the Mar- 
shalsea, our conductor alighted, and, hoving 
demanded entrance, pnsseiiied the wnt to 
the turnk^ . who no sooner perceived the 
name of Elizabeth Ca*y, than he cned, — 


“Ah hah' my old acquaintance Bet' I am 
glad to see you with all my heart'” So 
saying, he opened the coach door, and 
helped her to dismount, but when he ob. 
served her face, he started back, saying, — 
“Zounds' who have we got here'^” The 
boilifir, alarmed at this interrogation, cried, 
with some emotion, — “ Who the devil slmuld 
It be, but ther prisoner Elizabeth Cary The 
turnkey replied, — “ That Elizabeth Cary ' 
Til be d— d if that’s Elizabeth Cary, more 
than my grandmother D — ^n my blood, I 
knew l^t Cary as well as if I nad made her ” 
Hefe the lady thought fit to interpose, and 
tell the catchpole, if he had taken her word 
for it at first, he might have saved himself 
and her a great deal of trouble — “It may b» 
BO,” answered he, “ but by GU-d I’ll have 
further evidence that you are not the person, 
before you and I part ” “ Yes, yes,” said 
,she, “you shall nave further evidence, to 
your cost ” Then we adjourned into tlie 
lodge, and called for a bottle of wine, where 
my companion wrote a direction to two c f 
her acquaintance, and begged the favour of 
me to go to their lodgings, and request them 
to come to her immediately 1 found them 
together at a house in Bndges-street, Drury- 
l&ne , and as they were luckily unengaged, 
they set out with me in a hackney coach, 
without hesitation, after I had related the 
circumstances of the affair, which flattered 
them witli the hopes of seeing a bailiff troun- 
ced, for there is an antipathy as natural 
between the w s and bailiffs, as that sub- 

sisting betw'ecn mice and cate According- 
ly, when they entered the lodge, they embra- 
ced the prisoner very affectionately by the 
name of Nancy Williams, and asked how 
long she had been nabbed, and for what ' 
On bearing the particulars of her adventure 
repeated, they offered to swear before .i 
justice of peace, that she was not the person 
mentioned in the wnt, whom, it seems, the y 
al) knew , but the bailiff, who was by this 
time convinced of his mistake, told them ho 
would not put them to that trouble — “ La- 
dies,” said he, “there’s no harm done — >ou 
shall give me leave to treat you with another 
bottle, and then we’ll part fi lends ” This 
proposal was not at all relislied by the sister- 
hood, and Miss Williams told him, sure he 
did not imagine her such a fool, as to be 
satisfied with a paltry glass of sour vvnne 
Here the turnkey interrupted her, bj affirm- 
ing, with an oath, that the wine was os good 
as ever was tipped over tongue “ Well,” 
continued she, “that may be, — ^but was it 
the best of champaign, it is no recompenre 
for the damage 1 have suffered both in cha- 
racter and health, by being wrongfully drag- 
ged to jail At this rate, fio innocent per- 
son IS salb* since an officer of yjstice, out of 
malice, private pique, or mistake, may injure 
and oppress the subject with impunity but, 
thank Heaven, I live under the protection 
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of laivs that will not suffer such insults to profesbion, which manifested itself in a set- 
pass unpunished, and I know very well hi^w tied gloom on my countenance, and disgusted 
to procure redress ” Mr Vulture (Ibr llikt those sons of math and not so much, that 
was the bailiff’s name), Ending he had to I was frequently used in a shocking manner, 
deal with one who woujd not be imposed and klck^ down staiht with dismce The 
upon, began to look very sullen and perplex- messengers seeing me dlsagreeftle to their 
ed, and, loaning bis fiirehead on ms hand, benefkctOis and emptoyers, seldom troubled 
entered into a dohberation With himself, me with a and ! began to find myself 
which lasted a few minutes, and then broke almpfit totaify neglected To contribute tu- 
out into a volley of dreadful curses against wards my support, 1 was fkin to sell my 
the oldb— , our landlady ([as he called her), Watch, rings, trinkets, with the best 'part of 
for having misinformed him After mucm my clothes , and I was one evening musirig 
wrangling and swearing, the matter re^ by myself on the misery be^re me, when 
ferred to the decision of the turnkey, who, X reemve^d a message from a bagnio, whither 
caJling for the other bottje, mdeted the^bau 1 repaired m a chair, and was introduced to 
hff m all the liquor that had been drank, a gentleman dressed like an officer, with 
coach-hire, and a couple of guinea's for the whom' I supped m a sumptuous manner, and, 
use of the plaintiff The money was unme- after dradruig a hearty glass of champagnes 
diately deposited , Miss Williams gratified went to bed. In the morning when I aw one, 
the two evidences with one half, and, putting I found my gallant had got up, and, diawiug 
the other in her pocket, drove home with me, aside tjio curtain, could not perceive him lu 
leaving the catchpole grumbling over his the room This circumstance gave me 
loss, yet pleased, in the mam, for having so some uneasiness, but as he might ha.^e re- 
cheaply got clear of a business that might tired on some necessary occasion, I waited 
have cost him ten tunes the sum, and his a full hour for his return,* and UiCii, m the 
place to boot This guinea was a very sea- greatest perplexity, rose up, and rung the 
sonable relief to us, who were reduced to bell When the waiter came to the door, 
great necessity, six of my shirts, and almost he found it locked, and desired admittance, 
all my clothes, except those on my bach, which I granted, alter observing, with groat 
having been either pawned or sold for our surprise, that the key remained on the inside, 
maintenance before this happened As wc as when we went to bed I no soone” ^n- 
resented the behaviour of our landlady, our quired for the captain, than the fellow, sta- 
hrst care was to provide ours,elves with nng with a distracted look, cried, — “How, 
another lodging, whither we removed next madam* is he not a-bed*!” And, when no 
day, with an intention to keep ourselves^ as was satisfied as to that particular, ran into a 
retired os possible, until our cure should*bc closet adjoining to the chamber, the vmdo*v 
completed When we were fixed in our of winch he found open Through this tlie 
new habitation, I entreated her to fiiubh the adventurer had got upon a wall, from whence 
btory of her life, wkch she pursued m tins he dropped down into a court, and escaped, 
manner leaving me to be answerable, not only for tiu 

The success of our experiment on the reckoning, but also for a lar^e silver tankard 
\udgc encouraged us to practise the same and possot-bowl, which he nad carried off 
deceit on others, and my virginity was five with him It is impossible to describe the 
limes sold to good purpobe but this harvest consternation I was under, when I saw in /- 
lasted not long, my character takmg air, and self detained as a tliief’s accomplice , for 1 
my directress deserting me for some new was looked upon in thnt light, and earned 
game Tlien I took lodgings near Channg- before a justice, who, mistaking my confubion 
cross, at two guineas per week, and began for a sign of guilt, committed me, after a 
to entertain company in a public manner short examination, to Bndewell, having ad- 
but my income being too small to deftay my vise^ me, os tlic only mCans to save my life, 
expense, I was obliged to retrench, and en- to turn evidence, and impeach my confode- 
ler into articles with the porters of certain rate I now concluded the vengeance of 
taverns, who undertook to find employment Heaven bad overtaken me, and that I must 
enough for me, provided I would plare my soon finish my career by an ignominious 
profits with them Accordingly, I was ajraost death Tks reflection sunk bo deep in my 
eveiy night engaged with company, among sou!, that I Was for some days deprived of 
whom I was exposed to eVery mortification, my rea^rt, and actually believed myself jn 
danger, and abuse, that flow fVom drunken- hell, tormented by fiends, indeed there needs 
ness, brutality, and disease How miserable not a yOfy extravagant imagination to form 
IS the condition of a courtezan, whose busi- that idek;, for, of all the scenes on cartli, 
ness It 18 to soothe, suffer, and obey, the that of Bifmewell a^iproaches nearest the 
dictates of rage, insolence, and Just ♦ As notion I hqd always entertained of the mfer- 
my spirit Was not sufficiently humbled to the md remons Here I saw nothing but rage, 
will, nor my temper calculated for the con- anguiA, and impiety, and heard nothing buj| 
versation of my gallants, it was impossible groans, cumes, and blasphemy In thfl 
for me to overcome an aversion I felt for my midst of this hellish crew, I was subjected 
4 C* £2 
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to the tyraeiiy of a barbanao, who impoaed quarter seBsions , in consequence of which 
upon me ti^s that I could not possibly per- her bevy was dispersed, and herself commit- 
form, and then punished my incapacity with ted to Bridewell She had not been long 
the utmost rigour and inhummty* I tTas thpre before she learned my disaster, and, 
often whipped into a swoon, ana Suhed out oomitm up to me, after a compliment of con- 
of It, during Which mleerable^ter^ I was dolepoe, inquired into the particulars of my 
robbed by my ibllow-pvmners of every thing fate While we were engaged in discourse 
about me, even to mv cap, shaoeB, and stock- together, the master came and told me tljat 
mgs I was not only destitute of neoessa- the fellow on whose account 1 had suffered 
rics, but even of so that my wretch- was taken , that he had confessed the theft, 
edness wascactreme. Not one ofmy acquaint- and cleared me of any concern in the affair, 
ante, to whom I Imparted my situation would ftir which reason, he, the master, had orders 
grant me the least succour or rmrd, on to difKiharge me, and that 1 was from that 
pretence of my being committed mr theft , moment free. This piece of news soon ban- 
and my landlord refused to part with some ished all thoughts of death, and had such an 
of my own clothes, which 1 sent for, because instantaneous efieot on my countenance, 
1 was indebted to him for a week’s lodging, that Mrs Coupler (the lady then present), 
Overwhelmed with calamity, 1 grew despe- hoping to find her account in me, very gene- 
rate, and resolved to put an end to my rously offered to furnish me with what ne- 

f icvancesandlifo together, for this purpose cessanes I wanted, and take me into her 
got up in the middle of the night, when I own house, as soon as she should compro- 
thought every body round me asleep, and, xnise matters with the justices The coiidi- 
hxing one end of my handkerchief to a large tions of her odbr Were, that I should pay 
hook in the ceilin|[^ that supported the scales three giuneaS'' Weekly for my board, and a 
on which the hemp is weighed, I stood upon reaeonahte epasideration besides, for the use 
a chair, and, making a noose on the other of such clothes and ornaments as she should 
011 ( 1 , put my neck into it, with an intention supply me with, to be deducted from the iirst 
to hang myself; but before 1 could a^ust proBta of my embraces. These were hard 
the knot, I was surerised and prevented by teims * but not to be rejected by one who 
two women who had been awake all the w^ turned out helpless and naked into the 
while, and faceted my design In the wide world, without a friend to pity or assist 
morning my attempt was published among her 1 therefore embraced her proposal , 
the ^pri^ners, and punished with thirty and she being bailed in a few hours, took me 
Stripes^ the pam of which, co-operatmg home with her in a coach As T was by tins 
wiUi my Reappointment and (lisgrace, bereft time conscious of having formerly disgusted 
me ofmy senses, and threw me into an ecsta- my admirers by my reserved and haughty 
sy of madness, during which I lore the behaviour, I now endea\oured to conquer 
ftesh from my bones with my teeth, and that disposition , and the sudden change of 
dashed my head against tlie pavement , so m> fortune giving me a flow of spmts, 1 ap- 
that they were obliged to set a watcdi over peered in the most winning and gay manner 
me, to restrain me from doing farther mts- I could assume Ha\ing the advantage of a 
chief to myself and others Tmsftt of ftenzy ghod voice and education, 1 exerted my tal- 
continued three days, at the end^f which i ents to the uttermost, and soon became the 
grew calm and sullen, but as the desire nf favourite with all company This succc^s 
making away w ith myself still remained, I alarmed the pnde and jealousy of Mrs Coup- 
came to a determination of staring myse^lf ler, who could not bear the thoughts of being 
lo death, and with that new refosedall sus- cdtpsed* she therefore made a merit of her 
tenance Whether it was ^iwing to the envy, and whispered among the customers 
w ant of opppeatioxijf or to the weakness of that 1 was unsound There needed no more 
nature, 1 know not, but on the second day to rum my reputation and blast my prospen- 
of my fast, 1 folMlUy resolution eonsmera- ty , every body shunned me with marks of 
bly impair^, the eajls of hunger steiost aversion and disdain , and, m a very short 
lUHupportsble At thm critical junoture, a, time, 1 was as solitary as ever Want of 
lady a as brought into l^pBBOQUWithjwlRin gallants was attended with want of money 
I had contracted an acquaintanue wbBO I to satisfy my malicious landlady, who, liav- 
lived with itoraUn ‘ she was then ing purposely given me credit to the amount 

same footing as 1 was, but oibarwakds of eleven poun%,took out a writ against me, 

relling with her gadlant, and neft Amng and! was amsted in her own house Though 
anotlwr to her miiMl, altered her acbMte^in the room was crowded with people when 
life, and set up a qoffee-h(maw maof^ the bailiff entered, not one of them had com 

hundreds of Imvy^ Where she enteitafned passion enough to mollify my prosecutrix, 
gentlemen with elavet, arrack, and thetfooice for less to pay the defat They even laughed 
of half a dozen of dawela, who lived lii her at my lean ; and one of them bade me be of 
house This serviceable matron having neg- good Cheer, for 1 should not want admirers 
lected to gratify a certain justice m the in Newgate At that instant a sea lieuten- 
connivance she enjoyed, w as indicted at Uie ant came in, and seeing my plight, began to 
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inquire into the circumetances of my misfor- 
tune, when this wit advised him to keep 
clear of me, for I was a iife-ship ** A fire- 
ship *” replied the sailor, ••more like a poor 
galley in distress, that has been boarded by 
such a fire-ship as you . if so be as that is 
the case, she standi m moreuneed of assist- 
ance Hark’ee, my girl, how far have ybu 
ovl^rrun the constable I told him, tnat 
the debt amounted to eleven pounds, besides 
the expense of the wnt ••An that be all,” 
said he, •• you shan’t go to the bilboes this 
bout ” And taking out his purse, paij the 
money, dischar^d the bailiff, and telling me 
1 had got into the wron^ port, advised me to 
seek out a more convenient harbour, where 
. I could be safely hove down, for which pur- 
pose he made me a present of five ^jineas 
more I was so touched with this smmlar 
piece of generosity, that, for some time, I had 
not power to thank him* However, as soon 
as 1 had recollected myself, 1 begged the 
favour of him to go with me to the next tav- 
ern, where 1 explained the nature of my dis- 
aster, and convinced him of the falsehood of 
what was reported to my prejudice so effect- 
ually, that he from that moment attached 
himself to me, and we lived in great harmony 
toother, until he was obliged to go to sea, 
where he perished in a storm 
Having lost my benefactor, and almost 
consumim the remains of his bounty, I saw 
myself m danger of relapsing into my former 
necessity, and began to be very uneasy at the 
prospect of bailiffs and jails , when one of the 
sisterhood, a litUe stale, advised me to take 
lodgings in a part of the town where I was 
unknown, and pass for an lieiress, by which 
artifice I might entrap somebody to be my 
husband, who would possibly be able to allow 
me a handsome maintenance, or, at worst, 
screen me from the dread and danger of a pn- 
son, by becoming liable for whatever debts 
1 should contract I approved of this scheme, 
towards the execution of which my coropan- 
ion clubbed her wardrobe, and undertook to 
live with me in quahty of iny maid ; with the 
roviso, that she should be reimbursed, and 
andsomely considered out of the profits of 
ray success She was immediately detached 
to look out for a convenient place, and that 
very day hired a genteel apartment m Park- 
street, whither I moved in a coach loaded 
witii her baggageand my own. I made my 
first appearance in a blue ndmg-habit, tniia^ 
med with silver , and my maid a^ted Im ]p 9 Xt 
so artfully, that, m a day oriwo,my &me ww 
spread ail over the neighbouihood[,audlwa8 
said to be a nch heiress lust amved from the 
country This report brought U swarm of 
gay young ^lows about me; but 1 soon 
found them 6Ut to be all indigent odventoi^ 
like myself, who crowded to me like crows 
to a camon, with a view of preying upon 
my fortune 1 maintained, howeveri the ap- 
pearance of wealth as long as possible, 


in hopes of gaming some admirer more for 
my purpose, and at lei^h attracted the re- 
gard of one who wouM have satisfied my 
wishes, and managed matters so well, that 
a day was actually fixed for our nuptials , in 
the interim he bogged Jeaye to introduce an 
intimate Aiend to me; 'whipb request, as I 
potfid hot refuse, I had tho eattteipe morfifi- 
eation and surprise to see next night, in that 
^end, oid keeper, Hoiatio, who no 
sooner beheld me than he changed colour, 
but bad presence of mind to advance, and 
salute me, bidding me (with a low voice) be 
under no apprehension, for he would not ex- 
pose me In spite of this assurance, I could 
not recover myself so far as to entertain them, 
but withdrew to my chamber, on pretence of 
a severe headach, to the no small concern of 
my adorer, who took his leave in the 
tenderest manner, ond went off with his 
fhend 

Having imparted my situation to ray com- 
panion, she fimnd it high time for us to de- 
camp, and that without any noise, because 
we were not only indebted to our landlady, 
but also to several tradesmen in the neigh- 
bourhood Our retreat, therefore, was con- 
certed and executed in this manner havmg 
packed up all our clothes and movables in 
small parcels, she (on pretence of fetching 
cordials for me) carried them, at several 
times, to the house of an acquaintance, whore 
she likewise procured a lodging, to which 
we retired m the middle of the night, when 
every other body in the house was asleep 1 
was now obliged to aim at lower game, and 
accordingly spread my nets among trades- 
people , but found them all too phlegmatic or 
cautious for my art and attraction , till at 
last I became acquainted with you, on whom I 
practised all my dexterity , not that I believ - 
ed you had any fortune, or expectation of 
one, but that 1 might transfer the burden of 
such debts as I had incurred, or should con- 
tract, from myself to another, and at the 
same time avenge myself of your sex, by 
rendenng miserimle one who bore such re- 
semblance to the wretch who ruined me , but 
heaven preserved you from my snares, by the 
disc<]prery you made, which was owing to the 
negligbnoe of my maid in ^paving the chamber 
door unlocked vdien she went to buy sugar 
for breakfast, The person in bed with me 
was a gen^eman whom I had allured the 
night befiire« as he walked homeward, pretty 
much elevated with liquor , for by this time 
my condlliim was so low, tha%t was forced 
to tdm outom the twilight to the streets, in 
hopes of mey When I found nyseff detec- 
ted and forsaken by you, I wtf fain to move 
my lodging, and dwell twe^pair of stairs 
higher than before My companion being 
disappointed in her expectations, left me, to 
, trade upon her own bottom , and 1 bad nf> 
mother tesontoe than to venture forth, like the 
OWhh m the dark, to pick up a precarious and 
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uncomfortable subsistence. I have ofUsQ 
eaunt^d between Ludgate^hill dod Ctianng- 
cnMMi e wbede winter nigbt, exposed not OpTy 
to tbe mdlemency of the weathe]ir« bnt likewise 
to the rage of hunger and wttboui 

being so happy as to m^et with ccdljr ; 
then creep up to my m It ^dfophxrable 
draggled condi^oOf endiw^b bed, and tiy to 
bury my appetite hud sorrows m sleep 
Wheu 1 lighted on some take or tradesman 
reeling home druakt 1 frequently suffered the 
most brutal treatment, in spite of which I was 
obliged to affect gaiety and good humour, 
though my soul was stung with resentment 
and disdain, and my heart loaded with gnef 
and afBiction. In the course of these noc- 
turnal adventures 1 was infected with the 
disease, that, lo a short tune, rendered me tlic 
object of my own abhorrence, ond drove me to 
the retreat inhere your benevolence rescued 
me fifom the jaws of death 
So much candour and good sense appeared 
m this lady’s narration, that 1 made no scru- 
ple of behoving every syllable ot what she 
said, and expressed hy astonishment at the 
variety of miseries she had undergone in so 
little time, for all her misfortunes had 
liappeued within the compass of two years 
1 compared her situation with my own, and 
iound it a thousand times more wretched 
1 had endured hardships, it is true , ray whole 
lite had been a senes of such , and when I 
looked forward, the prospect w^as not much 
bettered , but then they were become ha- 
bitual to me, and consequently 1 could bear 
them With less difficulty If one scheme of 
hfh should not succeed, 1 could have re- 
course to another, and so to a third, veering 
about to a thousand difbrent shifts, accord- 
ing to the emergencies of my fate, with- 
out forfeiting the dignity of my character 
beyond a power of retrieving it, or sub- 
jecting myself wholly to the capnee and bar- 
barity of the world On the other hand, she 
hail known and relished the sweets of pros- 
pctity , she had been brought up trader the 
of an indulgent parent, in all the deh- 
c ucies to which her sex and rank entitled 
Jior and, w ithout qny extravagance of hope, 
entertained hers^ with the view of unijgimr- 
rupted happUieSs tlpropgh the whole scene of 
life IIow fatal, tten, m)w tormenting, how 
iiitolorable, must her reierae of fbitane bqi a 
nnorsethat not only robs her of tliese oxter* 
r.al comforts, and plunges her" into sR ^ 
niisories of want, but also murdeTSliortMce 
uf inmil, aad^entails upon her the ^irae>ef 
rtenial infamy ' Of aU profbsdotiB, 1 pro# 
iiounced that of a courtezan the moetd^Io- 
rablc, and her of all eourtezans i3ci» most 
unhapp) Sffll allowed my observatioa bo 
be just 111 the main, b«kt at the same time 
affirmed lliat, notwithstanding the diegrac^t 
w Inch had fallen to her share, she had not 


been so unlucky in the condition of a prosti- 
tute,a8 many others of the same community 
“ I have often seen,*’ said she, ** while 1 
strolled about the streets at midnight, a num- 
ber of naked wretches reduced to rags and 
huddled together like swine, in the cor- 
ner of a dark alley , some of whom, but 
eighteen months before, 1 had known tfie 
favourites of the town, rolling m affluence, 
and glittering m all the pomp of equipage and 
dress And indeed the gradation is easily 
conceived, tbemost fkshionable woman of the 
towi^s as liable to a contagion as one m a 
much humbler sphere , she infects her ad- 
mirers , her situation is public , she is avoid- 
ed, neglected, unaUe to support her usual 
appearance, which, however, she strives to - 
maintain as long as possible , her credit fails , 
she 18 obliged to retrench, and become a 
night-walker , her malady gams ground , she 
tampers with ber constitution, and rums it , 
her complexion fades, she grows nauseous to 
every body , finds herself reduced to a starv- 
mg condition , is tempted to pick pockets, 
18 detected , conumttM to Newgate, where 
she reniaine^ m a miserable condition till she 
is discharged, because tlie plaintiff will not 
appear to prosecute her Nobody will afford 
her lodging ; the symptoms of her distemper 
are grown outrageous , she sues to be admit- 
ted into an hospital, where she is cured at the 
expense of her nose , she ib turned out naked 
into the streets, depends upon the addresses 
of the lowest class, is fain to allay the rage of 
hunger and cold with gin , degenerates into a 
brutal insensibility, rots and dies upon a dung- 
hill Miserable wretch that 1 am ' perhaps 
the same horrors are decreed for me ' No,” 
cned she, after some pause, “ I shall never 
live to such extremity of distress ' My own 
hand shall open a way for my deliverance, 
before 1 amve at that forlorn period Her 
condition filled me with sympathy and com. 
passion , I revered her qualifications, looked 
upon her as unfortunate, not cnmuial, and 
attended her with such care and success, that, 
in less than two months, her health, as well 
as my own, was perfectly re-established As 
we often confbrred upon our mutual affairs, 
apd interchanged advice, a thousand different 
projects were formed, which, upon further 
canvassing, appeared impracticable We 
would have gladly gone to service , but who 
wonld take us in without recommendation ^ 
At length an expedient occurred to her, of 
whidi she mtenued to lay hold , and this was 
to procure, with the first money she could 
earn, the homely garb of a countiy wench, go 
to some village at a good distance from 
town, and come dp in a wagon, as a fresh 
girl foreerviee; by wbicb means she might be 
provided for m a manner much more suitable 
to beff iBchnation than her present way 
oflife. 
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CHAPTER XXIV 

I am reduced to great mieer^assaulted 
on Tower-htU by a press^gangf who put 
me on board a tender--^ mage therer^ 
my arrival on board of the Thunder 
man of war, where I am put in irons, and 
afterwards released by the good offices 
of Mr Thomson, who recommends me as 
an assistant to the surgeon-^he relates 
hts own story, and makes me acquainted 
vnth the characters of the eaptat^^ sur- 
geon, and first mate 

I APPLAUDED the reeoldtidn of Miss Wil-^ 
hams, who, a few days after, was ^ured in 
quality of bar-keeper« by one of the ladies 
who had witnessed m her behalf at the Mar^ 
shalsea, and who, since that tune, had got 
credit with a wine merchant, Whose favour- j 
ite she was, to set up a convenient house of j 
her own Thither my felloW-lodger repaired, i 
after having taken leave of me with a torrent 
of tears, and a thousand protestations of 
eternal gratitude ; assuring me she would re- 
main in this situation no longer than she 
should pick up money sufecient to put her 
other design in execution 
As for my own part, 1 saw no resource 
but the army or navy, between which 1 
hesitated so long, that I feimd myself re- 
duced to a starving condition My spirit 
began to accommodate itself to my beggarly 
fate, and 1 became so mean as to go down 
towards Wapping, with an intention to in- 
quire for an old school-fellow, who, I un- 
derstood, had got the command of a small 
coasting vessel, then in the river, and im- 
plore his assistance But my destiny pre- 
vented this abject piece of behaviour, for, 
as I crossed Tower-w'harf, a squat tawny 
fellow, with a hanger by his side, and a cud- 
gel m his hand, came up to me, calling, — 
Yo, ho ' brother, yon must come aiong 
with me As I did not like his appear- 
ance, instead of answering his salutation, I 
quickened my pace, in hope of nddmg my- 
self of his company , upon wh^ch he whistled | 
aloud, and immediately another sailor ap- 
peared before me, who laid hold of me by 
the collar, and began to drag me along 
Not being m a humour to reliwi such treats 
ment, 1 disengaged myself of the aslant, 
and, with one mw of my eqdgel, liud him 
motionless on the ground, and perceiving 
myself surrounded in a trice, by ^n or n do- 
zen mor& exerted myself with such dex- 
terity and success, that some of my oppo- 
nents were fern to attack me with drawn 
cutlasses ; end, after an obstinate engage- 
ment, m which I received a lar^ wound pn 
my head, and another on my left cheek, I 
was disarmed, taken prisoner, and earned 
on board a pressing tender, where, after be^ 
mg pinioned like a malefactor, I was thrust 
62* 


down into the hold emonga parcel of miser- 
able wretches, the sight of whom well nigh 
distracted me Ais the commanding offi- 
cer had not humanity onoogh to order my 
wounds to be dressed, and 1 could not use 
my otvn h«»d$, 1 demr^ one of my felllow- 
captiiveSiWho was unfettered, to take a hand- 
kerchief out of my pocket, and tie it round 
my head tp stop the bleeding He pulled 
out my handkerchief, ^tis true, but, instead 
of applying d to the use for which I designed 
It, 'Went to the grating of the hatchway, and, 
wtii astonishing composure, sold it before 
my to a'oumboat 'Woman,* then on 
board, fer a quart of gi'n, with which he 
treated my companions, regardless ot my 
circumstances and entreaties 
1 camplained bitterly of this robbeiy to tne 
midshipman oa declr, telimg him at the same 
time, that, uidess my hurts Were dressed, 1 
should bleed to death But compassion was 
a weakness of which no man could justly 
accuse this person, who, squirting a mouth- 
ful of dissolved tobaecp upon me, through 
the gratings, told me— 1 was a mutinous 
dog, and that I might die and be d^ — — d 
— Finding there was no other remedy, I ap- 
pealed to patience, and laid up this usage in 
my memory, to be recalled at a fitter season 
In the mean tune, loss of blood, vexation, 
and want of food, contributed, with the noi- 
some stench of the place, to throw me into 
a swoon, out of which I was recovered by a 
tweak ot the nose, administered by the tar 
who stood centinel over us, who at the same 
time regaled me with a draught of flip, and 
comforted me with the hopes of beiUg put 
on board the Thunder next day, where I 
should be freed of my handcuffs, and cured 
of my wounds by the doctor T no sooner 
heara him name the Thunder, than 1 asked 
if he had belonged to that ship long^ and 
he giving me to understand be had be- 
longed to her five years, I inquired if 
he knew Lieutenant Bowling ^ <*Know 
Lieutenant Bowling,’* said he, **odd6 my 
life ' and that I do , and a good seaman he 
IS, as ever stepped upon forecastle, — and a 
brave fellow as ever cracked biscuit,— none 
ofj^ur guinea pigs, — ^noryour j&esh-water, 
wishy-washy, fair-weather fowls Many a 
tough gtdoM wind has ^uestTom Bowling 
and I weathered together. Here’s his health 
with all my hpftrt, wherever he is, a-loft or 
a-!ow— m hi^Ven or ih hell— all’s one for 
that— he Qdpdanot be ashamed to show him- 
self.*’ J^Was so much affected with this 
eulo^om, t||W:l could not reftam from telling 
him that! ^pasXjeutenant Bowhhg’skinsman , 
m 'of which ommexion he ex- 

pressed AP lUchnation to serve me, and when 


* K buipboat womao la one who aells bread, 
eheeevy greeds, liquor, and freah prbviaions to 
the tailort, in a small boat that lies alongside 
the ship , 
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he was relieved, brought eome cold boiled { id the pmoace. and afterwards the lieutenant 
beef in a platter, and b'seuit^ on which we earned the cutter ashore , and so they, leav- 
supped plentifully, and afterwards drank mg the boats* crews on their oars, went away 
another cap of flip together,^ Whde we together; and so, d’ye see, in less than a 
were thus engaged, he recohttfsM- a gxeat qiuirter of an hour we heard firing, whereby 
many exploits of my iiselet wJ^^Hbund, was we made for the place, and found the captain 
veiy much beloved hy the eoiftpany* lying wounded on the beach, and so brought 
and pitied fi>r the hap< him on board to the doctor, who cured hi'Yi 

]>cnedto bun ui Hispaniola, which, 1 was in le8S< than six weeks But the lieutenant 
very glad to be infonned, wan' hot so mat clapped on all the sail he could bear, and had 
us 1 imagined, fbr Captain Oakum had re* got far enough a-head before we knew any 
covered of his whunds, and actually st that thing of the matter , so that we could never 
tune commanded tW ship Haying, byioc* after get sight of Imn, for which we were 
cident, m my my ^ unele^’s letter, not aorry, l^cause the captain was mainly 

written from PpH Louis, I gSve it to my , wroth, and would dertainly have done him a 
benefiictor (whose name was Jack ftatclin) mischief; — for he afterwards caused him to 
for hiB perusal; but honest Jack told me be run on the ship’s books, whereby he lost 
frankly ne could not read, and desired to all bis pay, and if he should be taken would 
know the contents which 1 immediately be tried as a deserter ” 
commumcated When he heard that part This account of the captain’s behaviour 
of li m which he says he had written to his gave me no advantageous idea of his elm- 
landlord in Deal, he cried, — <‘Body o’me* racter, and I could not help lamenting my 
that was old Ben Block'^he was dead be* own late, that had subjected me to such a 
tore the letter came to hand Ey, ey, had commander However, making a virtue ot 
Ben been alive, Lieutenant Bowling would necessity, I put a good face on the matter, 
Jmvo had no occasion to skulk so long and next day was, with the other pressed 
Honest Ben was the first man that taught men, put on board of the Thunder, Ijing at 
him to hand, reef and steer — ^Well, well, the Nore When we came alongside, the 
vve must all die, that’s ceitain, we must all mate, who guarded us thither, ordered my 
come to port sooner or later— at sea, or on liandcufTs to be taken off, that I might get on 
uliore , we must bo fast moored one day , — board the easier This circumstance being 
death’s llku the best bower anchor, as the perceived by some of the company, who 
Hdving IB, it will bring us all up ” 1 could stood upon the gang-boards to see us enter, 
not but signify mv approbation of the just- one of thorn called to Jack Rattlin, who v as 
ness of Jack’s reflections , and inquired into busied m nomg this friendly office for m-*, — 
the occasion of the quarrel between Captain “ Hey, Jack, what Newgate galley have yoi 
Oakum and my uncle , winch he explained boarded m the nver as you came along ^ hav( 
ui this manner — “Captain Oakum, to be we not thieves enow am mg us already'^” 
hure, IS a good man enough, — besides, he’s Another observing my wounds, which ro- 
my commander but what’s that to me^ — mained exposed to the air, told me my seams 
I do my duty, and value no man’s anger of were unoaulked, and that I must be new 
a rope’s end — Now the report goes as how payed, A third, seemg my hair clotted 
he’s a lord, or baron knight’s brother, where- together with blood, as it w^ere, into distinct 
by, d’ye see me, he carries a straight arm, and cords, took notice, that my bows were man- 
keeps aloof from his officers, thof, mayha|s ned with the red ropes, instead of my side 
they may be as good men in the mam oa he, A fourth asked me if I could not keep my 
Now, we ]jmg at anchor in Tidieroon bay, yards square without iron braces Ani in 
Tiieutenant Bowling had the middle watch, short, a thousand witticisms of the same na- 
arul as he always kept a good look out> b0 turc tsere passed upon me before I could get 
made, d’ye isee, three lights iii the ofl^, up the ship’a side After wp had been all 
whereby he ran down to the great (%h\ii iSr Entered upon the ship’s books, I inquired of 
orders, and found the captain asldep; where- one of my shipmates where the surgeon was, 
upon ho waked him, which put him a that 1 might have my wonn^ dressed , and 
mam high [^asiop, and tm swore wounddy had aotumlyi^t as m as the middle deck, 
at the heutenabt, kndcalMhtm lousy for our ship oanied emfhly guns, m my way 

son of a w— — (jR>c I bmng thda sentinel li ' to the oockrpit« when I was met by the same 
tlK> steera^, heard 40)# a»d #wahk and imdshipximnwDOhadti8edine so lurbarously 

licr, whereby the libuhamant returned the In the tenders he, e^duig me free from my 

lute, and they uuved tegether» ftnie and afti chains, asked, with an meolent air, who had 
a good spell, tul at lkstih» captain tiWlKM released me* To this question I foolishly 
011 ^ and laying hold of a rattan, enmo answered, with a countenance that too plam- 
athwart Mr Bowlingi’a quarter,, wherehyte ly declam the state of my thoughts, — 
told the captain, that, tf he was not his cKttfr- “ Whoever did it, I am persuaded, Sid not 
mander, he would heave kim overboard, atid consult you in the afiTair ” I had no sooner 
demanded sntisfaction ashore , wheretw, in uttered mese words, than he cried — ** Damn 
the monung w atcb the captain went ashore you, you saucy son of a b— , I’U teach you 
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to talk so to your officer '' So saying, he 
bestowed on me several severe stripes with a 
sttpple-jack he had in his hand , and going to 
the commanding officer, made such a report of 
me, that 1 was immediately put in irons by 
the master at arms, and a centinel placed 
over me Honest Ratthn, as soon as he 
hhard of my condition, came to me, and ad- 
ministered all the consolation he could, and 
then went to the surgeon in my behalf, who 
sent one of his mates to dress my wounds 
This mate was no other than my old fnend 
Thomson, with whom I became acq^inted 
at the navy-office, as before mentioned If 
1 knew him at first sight, it was not easy\ 
for him to recognise me, disfigured with blood 
and dirt, and Stored by the misery I had un- 
dergone Unknown as I was to him, he 
surveyed me with looks of compassion, and 
handled my sores with great tenderness 
W^cn he had applied what he thought pro- 
per, and was about to leave me, 1 asked him 
ray misfortunes had disguised me so much 
that he could not recollect my face** Upon 
this address, he observed me with great ear- 
nestness for some time, and at length pro- 
tested he could not recollect one feature of 
iny countenance To keep him no longer 
in suspense, I told him my name, which, 
when he heard, he embraced me with affec- 
tion, and professed his sorrow at seeing me 
in such a disagreeable situation I made 
him acquainted with my story, and, when 
he heard how inhumanly I had belPn uc‘»d 
in the tender, he left me abruptly, assuring 
me I should see bun again soon 1 had 
scarce time to wonder at his sudden depar- 
ture, when the master at arras came to the 
place of my confinement, and bade me follow 
him to the quarter-deck, where I was exam- 
ined by the first lieutenant, who commanded 
the ship in the abbcnce of the captain, touch- 
ing the treatment 1 had received in the ten- 
der from my friend the midshipman, who 
was present to confront me I recounted 
the particulars of his behaviour to me, not 
only in the tender, but since my being on 
board the ship, part of which being proved 
by the evidence of Jack Rattlin and others, 
who had no great devotion for my oppressor, 
1 was discharged from confinement, to make 
way for him, who was delivered to the mas- 
ter at arms, to take his turn in the bilboes 
And this was not the oply satisfrict|on I en- 
joyed, for I was, at the request of the sur- 
geon, exempted from all other duty than that 
of as^idtmg his mates in makingimd admin- 
istering medicines to the eicfc This good 
office f owed to the friendship of Mr Thom- 
con, who bad represented mejn such a 
favourable light to the -singeon, that he de- 
manded me of the heutenattt to supply the 
place of his third mate, who was lately dead^ 
When I had obtained this favour, my friend 
Thomson carried me down to the cock-pit, 
w hich IS the place allotted for the habitation 


of the surgeon^e mates and when he had 
shown me their berth (as he called it), I was 
filled with astonishment and horror We 
descended by divers ladders to a space as 
dark Os a dungeon, which I imdentood was 
immersed several feet under water, being 
immediately above the hold 1 had no sooner 
approacheathis dismal gulf, thOn my nose 
was saluted with an intolerehle Istench of 
nutrified cheese and rancid butter^ that issued 
from an apartment at the foot of the ladder, 
resembling a chandler’s shop, where, by the 
frimt glimmering of a candle, I could per- 
ceive aman with a pale meagre countenance, 
sitting behind a kind of desk, having spec- 
tacles on his nose, and a pen in his hand 
This (1 learned of Mr Thomson) was the 
ediip’s steward, who sat there to distribute 
provision to the several messes, and to mark 
what each received He therefore presented 
my name to him, and desu^ed 1 might be 
entered m his mess , then,' takmg a light in 
his hand, conducted me to the place of his 
residence, which was a square of about six 
feet, surrounded with the medicine chest, 
that of the first mate, his own, and a board, 
by way of table, fastened to the after powder- 
room It was also inclosed with canvas 
nailed round to the beams of the ship, to 
screen us from the cohl, as well as from the 
view of the inidehipmen and quarter-mastt rs 
who lodged witiiin the cable tiers on each 
side of Ub In thib gloornv maubion be Oii- 
tcrtained me with some cold salt pork, which 
he brought from a sort of locker fixed dbo\( 
the table, and, calling for the boy of tin 
mess, sent for a can of beer, of which h( 
made excellent flip to crown the banquet 
By this time I began to recover my spinU 
wruch had been exceedingly depressed by 
the appearance of every thing about me, and 
could no longer refrain fiom asking the par- 
ticulars of Mr Thomson’s fortune, since I had 
seen him in London He told me, that, 
being disappointed in his expectations of 
borrowing money to gratify the rapacious 
secretary at the navy-office, he found him- 
self utterly unable to subsist any longer in 
town,^d had actually offered his service, in 
quSlity of mate, to the surgeon of a merchants 
ship bound to Guinea on the slaving trade, 
when one morning a young fellow with whom 
he had some acquaintance came to his lodg- 
ings, and informed him that be hod seen a 
warrant made out in his name at the navy- 
office, for surgeon’s second mate of a tlrrd 
rate This unexpected piece of good new' i 
be could scarcely believe to be true, mort 
especisllv as bo had been found qualified * 1 ^ 
surgeons’ boll ffir third mate only , but, tint 
he might not be wanting to himself, he w«iit 
thither tp be assured, and actually found ’t 
so, whmupon demanding his warrant, it 
was delivered to him, and uie oaths admin 
istered immediately That very afternoon 
he went to Gravesend m the tilt-boat, from 
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whence he took a place in the tide-coach for 1 your master says ” Here he was interrupted 
Rochester , next morning got on board the with-—** Splonter and oons ' you lousy tog. 
Thunder, for which he was appointed, then who do you call my master ^ get you gone to 
lying m the harbour at Champi; and the the doctor, and tell him my birth, and educa- 
eame day was mustered by of the tion, and my abilities, and moreover my be- 

cheque And well tt isas jht hub that such haviour, is as good as his, or any shentleman’s 
exp^ition was used ; for, in leas than twelve ^o disparagement to him) m the whole world 
hours after tus arnvat, anoiber Wilham uot pless my soul * does he think, or coB- 
Thomson came on board, afirmuig that be eeive, or imagine, that I am a horse, or an 
w'os the persQXi ibf whom the warrant waa ass, or a goat, to trudge backwards and for- 
expedited, and tlud the cither was an impos- wards, aim npli^etds, and downwards, and by 
tur My friend was gnevoushr alarmed at sea and byl^iid, at his will and pleasure ^ go 
the accident, the more so as his namesake your ifaye, you rapscallion, and tell Dr At- 
hud \ery much the advantw over him both kins, that! desire and request that he will 
ir assurance and dress However, to acquit give a look upon the tying man, and order 
himself of the suspicion of imposture, he pro- somethmg ft>r him if he be tead pr alive, and 
duced several letters wntten from Scotland 1 will see him take it by and by, when my 
to him in that name, and recollecting that craving stomach w satisfied, lodk you.” At 
Ins indentures were m a box on board, he this the other went away, saying, that if the) 
brought them up, and convinced all present would serve him so when he was dying, b) 
that he iiad not assumed a name which did G— d he would be ftnil of them m the other 
not belong to him His competitor, enraged world Here Mr Thomson let me know that 
that they should hesitate in doing him justice the person we beard was Mr Morgan, the 
(for, to ne sure, the warrant had been de- first mate, who was just come on board from 
signed for him), behaved with so muc]i inde- the hospital, wjnther be had attended some 
( ent heat, that the commanding officer (who of the sick in the morning At the same 
was the same gentleman I had seen), and time 1 saw him come into the birth He was 
the surgeon, were offended at his presump- a short thick man, with a face garnished with 
tion, and, making a point of it with their pimples, a snub-nose turned op at the end, an 
friends in town, in lees than a week got the excessive wide mouth, and little fierce eyes, 
hrbt confirmed in his station ** I have been surrounded with skin puckered up m innu- 
on board,” sold he, ” ever since, and, os this merable wrinkles My friend immediately 
way of life is become familiar to me, have made him acquainted with my case , when 
no cause to complain of my situation the he regarded me with a very lofty look, but 
burgeon is a good-natured indolent man the without speaking, set down a bundle he had 
first mate, who is now on shore on duty, is in his hand, and approached the cupboard, 
indeed a little proud and choleric, as all which, when he had opened, he exclaimed, 
Welchmen are, hut m the mam a friendly in a great passion, — “ Cot re my life' all the 
honest fellow the lieutenants I have no pork is gone, as I am a Cbnstian ” Thorn- 
concern with , and as for the captain, he is son then gave him to understand, that as 1 
too much of a gentleman to know a surgeon’s had been brought on board half famished, he 
mate even by eight could do no less than entertain me with what 

was m the locker, and the rather as he had 
bid the steward enter me in the mess. Whe- 
CH AFTER XXV ther this disappointment made Mr Morgan 

more peevish than usual, or he really thought 
The behaviour of Mr Morganr-hts pride, himself too little regarded by his fellow mate, 
displeasure, avd generosity — theecanomy 1 know not, but after some pause, be went 
of our mess described — Thomson ' on in this manner, — Mr Thomson, perhaps 
fitendship — the nature of my duty tx- you do not use me with all the good manners, 
plained^he situation of the atek and complaisance, and respect, look you, that 

becomes you, because you heve not vouch- 
W OILS he was thus discoursing to me, we safed to advise with me in this affair. I have, 
heard a voice on the cock-pit ladder pro- m my tiine| look youtfieen a man of some 
nouuce with great vehemence, in a strange and mbstaimj^ and eonsideratiCn, and 

dialect,-*” The devil and his dam bloyrme^ hayek^tmoeean^h^^^ 
from the top of Mounchdenny, ifl go to him nj^andmmntained 

before there is something^in my pelly t let his M nbily to boot. Ai^ mctfeoven a^o, 1 am 
nobC be as yellow as simiron, or os nlue as a vout senior, and your eilder^ and yonr petier, 
pell (look you)* or green as a leek, ’tis all war Thomson ” elder FU allow you 

one ” To thie dedaration somebody an- lo {m, but not my bdttbr,^ ened Thomson, 
eweredc-*-” So it seems my poor mess-mate with some heat. ” Cot is my saviour and 
must part lus cable for want of a little assif- witness too/’ said Bfergan, with great vebe- 
tanco. His fore-top-sail is loose already , tnenee, 1 am more eddev, and therefore 
and besides, live doctor ordered you to over- more petter by many years than you ” Fear- 
Jhaul him, but 1 see you don’t mind what \ mg this dispute might be attended with some 
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bad consequence, 1 interposed, and told Mr way *’ Passion of my heart cried Mor- 
Morgan I was very sorry ibr having been the gan, ** the man is an pad as one woul4 desire 
occasion of any di:fference between him and to be ! did you feel his pulse '>** To this the 
the second mate , and that rather than cause other replied with^ ** anan Upon which 

the least breach in their good understanding, this Cambro-BnUm, with greet earnestness 
J would cat my allowance by myself, or seeic and hum&nifyv ordered the tar to nth to Ins 
admission into some other company But messmatey and keep hun alive tdl he should 
Thomson, with more spirit than discretion corner with the medicine, «« and th^^^ said he, 
(os I thought), insisted upon tny remaining *^you shall p^dventure pehoM What you 
where he haA appointed me , oOd observe^ sha^ The poor fellow, witk great sun- 
that no man possessed 6f generosity and plunty, %o the place where the sick man 

compassion would have any objection to it» mleSs than a minute, returned with 

considering my birth and talents, andfthe a wolhi countenance, and told us his comrade 
misfortunes 1 had of late so unjustly under- hod struck* Morgan hearing this, exclaimed 
gone This was touching Mr Moigan on — Mercy upon my salvation * why did you 
the right key, who inotested, with great not stqpnim till 1 caiOe^” “Stop him»“ 
cainestness, that hq no objection to my said |he other, ** 1 hailed him several times, 
being received m the mess but only corn*-, but he wad too for on hia way, and the enemy 
plained, that the ceremony of asking his con- . had got possession of his close garters so 
sent was not observed “ As for a shentle- tliat he did not mind me ” “ Well, well,” 
rian in distress,” said he, shaking me by the said he, “ we all owe Heaven a teath 
Imnd, “ I lofe him as 1 l^e my own powels, your ways, you raggamuiBn, and take an ex. 
tor, Got help me * 1 have had vexations ample and a warning, look you, land repent 
enough upon my own pack” And, as 1 of your misteets ” So saying, he pushed the 
af( erw ards learned, in so saying he spoke no seaman out of the berth 
more than what was true ; for he had been While he entertained us with reflections 
once settled in a very good situation in Gla- suitable to this event, we heard the boatswain 
morganehire, and was ruined by being security pipe to dinner , and immediately the boy be- 
for an acquaintance All difierences being longing to our mess ran to the locker, from 
composed, he untied his bundle, which con- whence he earned off a large wooden platter, 
sisted of three bunches of onions, and a and in a few minutes returned with it full of 
great lump of Cheshire cheese, wrapt up in a boiled peas, crying, “ scaldings,” all the way 
handkerchief , and, taking some biscuit from as he came The cloth, consisting of a piece 
tlie cupboard, fell to with a keen appetite,, iii<* of an old sail, was instantly laid, covered 
viting us to a share of the repast When he with three plates, which, by the colour, I 
had fed heartily on his homely fare, he Ailed could with difficulty discern to be metal, and 
a large cup, made of a cocoa-nut shell, with as many spoons of the same composition, two 
brandy, and dnnkmg it ofi^ said, “ prandy of which were curtailed in the han^es, and 
18 the best menstruum for onion and cheese ” the other abridged m the lip Mr Morgan 
His hunger being appeased, he began to be himself enriched this mess with a lump of 
in better humour , and, being inquisitive about salt butter, scooped from an old gallipot, and 
my birth, no sooner understood that 1 was a handful of onions shorn, with some pounded 
descended of a good family, than he discover- pepper I was not very much tempted with 
ed a particular good will to me on that ac- the appearance of this dish, of which, never- 
count, deducing his own pedigree in a direct theloss, my messmates eat heartily, and ad- 
line from the famous Caractacus, king of the vised me to follow their example, as it was 
Britons, who was Arst the prisoner, and after- banyan-day, and we could have no moat till 
wards the fnend of Claudiua Ciesar Per- next noon But I had already laid m sufli- 
ceiving how much 1 was reduced m point of cient for the occasion , and therefore desired 
linen, he made me a present of two good ruf- to be accused, expressing a curiosity to know 
Aed shirts, which, with two more of cheek the meaning of hanyan-day They told me, 
whicli ] received from Mr Thomson, enable that on Mondays, Wednesday?, and Fridays, 
me to appear with decency Meanwhile, the the ship’s company had no allowance of meat, 
sailor whom Mr Morgan had sent to the doc- and that these meagie days were called ban- 
tor, brought a presenption for hmmcibmate, van-days, the reason of which they did not 
which, i^en the Welchmqjii read, he know , hot 1 have aihee learned, they take 
got up to prepare it, and asked! of t]^ man their denomiimtion Arom a set of devotees in 
was “tead or alive” “Dead* (replied some parts of the East Indies who never taste 
Jack) if he was dead, he would have no oc- flesh 

casion for doctor’s stutf No, thank God, Afler diimer, ThomfiOfnl.edmetoimd the 
death ha*nt as yet boarded him, but they have s)up, showed me the different parts, described 
been yard arm and yard aim these three their uses, hud, as for as he could, made me 
glosses ” “Are his eyes open continued acquainted with the particulars at the diso- 
the ma^e “ Hia stamard eye,” said the ^ine and economy practised on board He 
Bailor, ** IS open, but fast jammed in his head then demanded of the boatswain a hammock 
and the haulyards of his ondeijaw have given for me, which was slung in a very neat man- 
4D* 
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ner bv my friend Jack RaUlin , and an I hkd over the elnp, to the utter diacomposore of 
QOb^^slothes, procured credit fomewUhi^e every body who tamed on the e^me deck 
puieer for a mattrase and two Ua&ketf. ^ At neitb^ wae the consequence of this disgrace 
seven o'clock in the evenihj&lforgtmvIsSlt^ condhed to my sense of smelling only , for 
the sick, and having ordbm What was,|TO- 1 felt my miafoTtane more ways than one 
per for each, I assuted in maaing That I might not, however, appear altogether 

up hia prescnptioiipi 1 (blloWM disooncerted in ijiis my first essay, 1 got up, 

him with the medlcuies into tjui sick berth or and pushing my head with great force between 
hospital, and ohsemd the i^abons of the two hammocks, towards the middle, where 
patients, { w«s much lesssaipnssdihatpeo- the greatest resistance was, I made an open- 
pie should dm oft board, flian that any sick tng, indeed, but, not understanding the knack 
person should lecover fleiO 1 saw about ordexterouely turning my shoulder to mam- 
hfty miserable distempered wretches, bus- tsi% my advantage, had the mortification to 
pended m rowsrso huddled one upon another, find myself stuck up as it were m a pillory, 
that not more than fourteen inchesspace was and the weight of three or four people bear- 
allotted for each, with his bed and oedding , mg on each side of my neck, so that I was 
and deprived of the hght of the day, as well m danger of strangulation While I remaiii- 
as of imh air , breathing nothing out a noi- ed in this defenceless posture, one of the sick 
some atmosphere of the morbid steams ex- men, rendered pi^viBh by his distemper, was 
haling firom their own excrements and dis- so enraged' at the smell i had occasioned, and 
eased bodies, devoured with vermin hatched the rude shook he had received feom me m 
in the that surrounded them, and desti- myelpvatioh,tliat,withmanybitterreproach- 
tute of evei^convmiieiice necessary ferpeo- es, he seised me by Che nose, which he 
pie in that helpless condition tweaked so imsu^mmliy, that 1 roared with 

anguish. Thomson, perceiving my condition, 
ordered one of the waiters to my assistance, 
CHAPTER XXVI who with much difficulty disengi^d me from 

this situation, and hmdered me feom taking 
A dua^eeahle acc*derU ka^em to me tn vengeance of the sick man, whose indisposi- 
the dtseharge qf my q^cc — Morgan* s tion Would not have screened him from the 
nose ts nffended-^ imlogue between him effects of my indignation 
and the mhip*s steward-^pon examtna* After having made an end of our ministry 
ttcm, XjM, more causes of complamt than for that time, we descended to the cock-pit, 
hair ts cut off^Morgan*s cook- my feiend comforting me for what had hap- 
ety^he manner of sleeping on hoardr^ pened with a homely proverb, which I do 
/ am leaked tn tke night ^ a dreadful not choose to repeat When wehaddescend- 
notse ^ half way down the ladder, Mr Morgan, 

before he saw us, having intelligence by his 
1 COULD not comprehend how it was possible nosp of the approach of something extraordi- 
for the attendants to come near those who naiy, cned, — ** Cot have mercy upon mv sen- 
hung on the inside towards the sides of the ses ^ I believe the enemy has porded us m a 
ship, m order to assist them, as they seemed stmk-pot Then directing his discourse to 
barncadoed by those who lay on the outside, the eteward, from whom he imagined the 
and entirely out of the reach of all visitation odour proceeded, be reprimanded him severe- 
Much less could I conceive how my fnend iy for the freedoms he took among gentle- 
Thomson would be able to admmmter dys* men of birth, and threatened to smoke him 
ters^ that were ordered for some m that situ-' like % padger with sulphur, if he ever should 
ation , when I saw him thrust his Wjig mto presume to offend his ne^hbours with such 
his pocket, and atrip himself to his waistcoat smells fer the future. The steward, con- 
in a moment, then creep on all four linger the soious of ins own innocence, replied, with 
hammocks of the sick, and, forcing up his some warmth , — ** 1 know «)f no smells but 
hare pate between two, keep them asaftder those of your own making ” Thief repartee 
with one shoulder until he had done his duty introduced a smart dialogue, m which tlie 
Eager to learn the service, I desired he wopid Welchman undertook to prove, that though 
give me leave to pesrfenn the next op^stion the stench he complained of did not flow 
of that kind ; and he consenting, 1 undreseed from the steward’s own body, be was, never- 
niyself after his exaaipia, and crawlingmiig, thelesa, the ufthor of it, by serving out dain- 
tlic bhip happened to ipll , this motion atom- aged pfOVuions to the ship’s company , and, 
edme, 1 laid bsijd of^e fiimthiiigtitoftime m parlicuXat. putrified cheese, from the use 
within my grasp, win such viomoe, mAt of whidi only, he effirmsd, such unsavoury 
overturned it, enS spoo found, by the Mwdi steams ceraM arise Then be launched out 
that issued upon me, 1 had not unlodked ft into the praise of good cheese, of which he 
box of the most delicious perfume ; it wi|HVell gsve the analysis * nC explained the diflTerent 
for me that my nose was none of the mmddeh- kinds of that commodity, with the methods 
cate, else I know not how I might havftboen practised to make and preserve it , and con- 
afibeted by tins vapour, which diffiised itself all eluded with observing, that, in yielding good 
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cheese, the county of Glamorgttn m^ht yip 
with Cheshire itself, and Was much sopeiior 
to it in the produce of goats and putter^ 1 
gathered from this conveisaUom that, if I 
entered in my present pickJp, 1 should be no 
welcome guest * and tnerefiire desimd Mr 
Thomson to go before, and represent mj ca. 
lamity ; at winch the first^mSIn ^a^ressing 
somb concern, went uoon deohan^diately^ 
taking his way thijoi:^ the c^p and % 
the mamhatchway^to avoid encoimtenngme, 
desinng me to clean myself as soon as possi- 
ble, for he intended to regale himself with a 
dish of salmagundy and a pipe Acoord&ig- 
ly I set about this diBugreeable business, and 
boon found I had more causes of complaint 
than I at first imagined , for I perceived some 
guests had honoured me with their company, 
whose visit 1 did pol at all think seasonable, 
neither did they seem inclined to Iteveme in 
a hurry, for they were m possession of my 
chief quarters, where they fed without re- 
serve at the expense of my blood But con- 
sidering It would be much easier to extirpate 
this ferocious colony m the mfancy of their 
settlement, than atter thev should he multi- 
plied and naturalized to tne soil, I took the 
advice of my friend, who, to prevent such 
misfortunes, went always close shaved, and 
mu fie the boy of our mess cut ofiT my hair, 
which had been growing since I left the ser- 
vice of Lavement, and the second mate lient 
me an old bob-wig, to supply the loss of that 
covering 

This aflhir being ended, and every thing 
adjusted m the best manner my circtnn- 
btances would permit, the descendant of Cai- 
actacus returned, and ordering the boy to 
bring a piece of salt beef from the brine, cut 
off a slice, and mixed it with an equal quanti- 
ty of onions, which seasoning with a mode- 
rate proportion of pepper and salt, he brought 
it into a consistence with oil and vinegar , 
then tasting the dish, assured us it was the 
best salmagundy that ever he made, and re- 
commended it to our palates with such heart- 
iness, that I could not help doing honour to 
his preparation But I had no sooner swal- 
lowed a mouthful, than I thought my entlails 
were scorched* and endeavoured, with a de- 
luge of small beer to allay the heat jt occa- 
sioned Supper being over, Mr Moigan hav- 
ing smoked a couple of pipes, and supplied 
the moisture he had expeuded with as many 
cans of flip, of which vm all partook, a cer- 
tain yawning began tp aomonish me, that it 
was nigh tune to repair by sleep the wfoxy I 
had sufered from want or rest tlm preoedmg 
night , which being perceived by my com- 
panions, whose time of repose was now arri- 
ved, they proposed we should turn in, or, m 
other wor^, go to bed Our hammocks, 
which hung parallel to one another, on the 
outside of the berth, were immediately im- 
lashed, and I beheld my mess-mates spring 
with great agility into their respective nests. 


where they seemed to he concealed, very 
much at their ease But it was some time 
before 1 c^uld prevail upon myself to trust my 
carcass aisuch a distance flrom the ground, m 
a narrow bag, out of which I imagined I 
should be apt, on the least motion in my sleep, 
to tundfle down, at the hazard ^toakmg my 
bones 1 myself, hourdWi:^ to be 

persna&d,inid,takiuga}eaptog^ th, threw 
mysplf over, with such violence, that, 
luckily got bold of ^omson’s 
hammock, t should have pitched upon my 
head on the other side, and in all likelihood 
fractured my skull After some fruitless 
efforts, 1 succeeded at Iqst , but the apprehen- 
sion of the jeopardy in which I believed my- 
self, withstood all ftie attacks of sleep, till 
towards tlie morning watch , when, m spite 
of my fears, 1 was overpowered with slumber, 
thot^ 1 did not long enjoy this comfortable 
ffltuBjtion, being aroused with a noise so loud 
uid shrill, that 1 thoiiteht the drums of mj' 
ears were burst by it ; this was followed by a 
dreadful summons pronounced by a hoarse 
voice, which I could not understand VIThile 
I was debating with myself whether or not 1 
should woke my Companion, and kiquire into 
the occasion of this distuihance, 1 Was in- 
formed by one of the quarter-masters, who 
passed by me with a lantern m his band, that 
the noise which alarmed me was occasioned 
by the boatswain’s mates, who called up the 
larboard watch, and that I must lay my ac- 
couht with suen interruption every morning 
at the same hour Being now more assured 
of my safety, 1 addressed myself again to rest, 
and slept till eight o’clock, when rising, and 
breakfasting wi3i my comrades on biscuit and 
brandy, the sick were visited and assisted as 
before , after which visitation my good finend 
Thomson explained and performed another 
piece of duty to which 1 was a stranger At 
a certain hour in the morning, the boy of the 
mess went round all the decks, ringing a 
small hand-bell, and, in rhymes composed for 
the occasion, invited all those who had sores 
to repair before the toast, where one of the 
doctor’s mates attended, with applications to 
dress them 

« 

CHAPTER XXVII 

I acquire the friendship of the surgeon^ 
who j>r0eiure8 awarrantfor me, and makes 
me apresem of cIolAee— -a hattle between 
a mtashtpman tmd me^the surgeon leaves 
the ship^ke captain comes onboard with 
another turgeonf^^ dialogue between thr 
cemiainima Morgan^the sick are ordtr- 
ed to be brought upon the quarter-tleck 
and exthnined^the consequences of that 
order^-^madman accuses Morgan, and 
set at hberty bp command of the captain , 

^ whom be instantly attacks end pummeh 
Without merry. 
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While I was busied with my fhend in song, which 1 thought hichly injunous to the 
this practice) the doctor chanced to pass honourof my country) and therefore signified 
by the place where we wete* and) Mtfifflng my resentment) by observing* that the Scots 
to observe me, appeared vetf well socisfisS always laid thenr account with finding ene- 
with my method of ; snd mies among the ignorant* insignificant, and 

wards sent for me to Ihd whjWt mslimous. This unexpected piece of assur- 

examined me touching p Mgeiy* saoe enraged him to such a degree, tliat he 

andtheparthmlaM lent mn a hlew^ the face* which 1 venly 

odhimpmf thooght m demolished my cbeehbone 1 

his asBistaimamfvq^ a emmat fiirma* was not slow m refumiDg the obligauon, and 
seeing 1 had hbiMW wim mtalsfied at the a&ir began to be very serious* when by 
surgeons* )teR<brt|ias(a^ ! filled on tmaid f aemdept Mr Morgan* and quo of the master's 
and m this wee he the mord eordialiy ma);eia, coming that way* interposed* and m- 
engagedi ww he understood I was nephew c^ulnng into the cense* endeavonrod to pro- 
to ueutanstttthiwlmgijbr whom he exprrss- mote a reconmliachm* but finding us botli 
od a particular regard In the meantime* I oaaspemted to the dttermost, andbeotagambt 
couldlearnfirom ms discourse* that he did not accommodation* they advised us either to 
intend to go to sea again with Cajdiain Oakum* leave our difference unddcided till we should 
having* as he thought* been indifihrently haveanoppartomtyoftennmstingitooshore, 
used by him during the last voysgeu like genumnon* or else choose a proper place 

*^ile I lived tolerably easy, in expects^ on Jioard* and bring it to an issue by boxing 
turn of preferment, 1 Oms not altogether with* This last expedient was greedily embraced 
out mortifications* which I not only sofiTcred by us both ; and being fbtihwith conducted to 
from the rude insults of the sailors and petty the ground proposed* we stnppcd in a mo- 
officers* among whom J was known by the ment, and began a vety furious contest, 1 1 
name of lobloUy boy* but also from the die* which I soon found myself inferior to my an- 
position of Morgan, who* though fhepdly in tagonist* not so much m strength and agilitv* 
the mam* Was mien veiy trouhlekome with as in skill, which he had acquired in the 
hiB pnde* which expected a good deal of sub- school of Hockley-in-the^hole and Totten- 
mission from me* end delighted m rccapi^ ham-court Many cross buttocks did I frus- 
tulating tiw fevours 1 had received at ms tain, and pegs m tho stomach without miin- 
handif ^ her, till at last my breath being quite gone, as 

Abouft aik weeks after my ^rival on board* well as iny vigour wasted, I ^cw desperate, 
the surgeon* bidding me follow him into his and collecting all my strength in one elTorl, 
i^abitr, presented a warrant to me, by which f threw in at once, head, hands* and feet, witli 
was empomted surgeon’s tliird mate on board such violence, that 1 drove iny antagonist 
the Thunder This he had procured by his three paces backward into the mam hatch- 
interest ai the navy-office , as also another way, down which he fell, and pitching upon 
for himself, by virtue of which ho was reniov* his head and nght shoulder, remained witiiout 
<>d into a second rate, I acknowledged his sense and motion Morgan looking down, 
kindness in the strongest terms my gratitude and seeing him he in that condition, cned, — 
( ould suggest* and professed my sorrow at Upon my conscience, as 1 am a Chnslia i 
the proS]>eet of losing so valuame a fViend* sinner, look you, I believe his patties ore all 
to wnom I hoped to have recommended my- ofer , but I take you all to witness that there 
self still fiirther by my respectfiil and diligent was no treachoiy in tlie case, and that hr has 
behaviour But his generosity rested not sufibred by the chance of war” So saying, 
here , for, beroee be left the sbip^ he made me he descended to the deck below* to examine 
a present of a ^st and some cdotbes* that mto the situation of my adversary , and left 
enabled me to support the rank to which he me very little pleased witli my victoiy* as 1 
)>ad raised me. 1 found 'ihy spirits vevive, found myself not only tenl|>ly bruised, but 
w ith my good fortune t and, now t w^s an likewise m danger of being cidledto account 
ofilcer, resolved to maintam Uie digul^ of for the death m Cvompley. But this fear 
n y station, against eB or^ition vanished, when my fellow mate* having, by 

Nor was it long before I had occasion, b^eedir^ him m the jugular, brought him to 
* rt my resolution t my old enefoy* htmselh end Inquaimd into t}ie state of his 

••iiipman (whose name wen bo^ called onto metohe under no concern, 

lertammg an implacable anutioanty idMnst for 'the n^hipmn had received no other 
me for the dkgmod ha hpd sMflWed Wjippy damage tbiHJ DM njrettg/a luxation of the os 
fti count, had rince feat time taken all humeri an one to see on a sum- 

Timities of renltt^ and mtonliiqr 1^!^ mat’s Aay. CTpoti fess information I crawled 
I was not eutiUen thirbad' ddwntoHieoo^^ add acquainted Thomson 

Andevmialfor IbadlfenratiplUHttml^ with the afiair, who* pvovidmg himself with 
and fausleted an eotgeon’s bandages* fee* necseisiry for the occasion, 

think At to lestram Us insolence Mpatti- want up to assist Mif Morgan m the reduction 
etday* bmng ono day mseot WWle I mssed efiSie dtsloeation. When this wassnccess- 
, a wound ina sador’a leg, Im began ibn umg a felly perfoniiedfthey wiahed me joy on the 
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went of the' coolbut; und the W^lehmas* 
after observing, that, in all hkelihop^x the 
ancient Scots wkl Bntons wete the same 
people, bade me-,^* praise Got for pottibg 
mettle m m^pelly, amd strength m my limbs 
to support It* I acquired such reputation by 
this lencontre (which lasted twenty miDutes)^ 
that every body became more cauttousm be* 
haWur towaras me though Cramptey, with 
his arm m a sling, talked very high, apd 
threatened to seize the ftrst opportunity of 
retrieving on shore the honour he had lost by 
an accident, from which I could justly gknh 
no merit. At this tune, Captain Oakupi hav- 
ing received sailing orders, pame on bpard, 
and brought with him a surgeon of hts own 
country, who soon made us sensible of the loss 
we suffered in the departure of Dr Atiims , 
for he was grossly ignorant, and intolerably 
assummg, &se, vindictive, and unlbrgiving;^ 
a merciless tyrant to his inferiors, an alyect 
sycophant to those above him In the morn- 
ing after the captain came on board, our 
first mate, according to custom, went to wait 
on him with a sick list, which, when this 
grim commander had perused, he cned with 
a stem countenance, Blood and oons * 
sixty-onc sick people on board of my ship ! 
Hark’ee, you sir, Til have no sick in rny ship, 
by G— d ” The Welshman replied, he 

should be very glad to find no sick people on 
board but while it was otherwise, he did no 
more than his duty in presenting him with a 
list You and your list may be d— d,*’ (said 

the captain, throwing it at him) “I say tnere 
shall be no sick m this ship whiled havfe the 
command of her ** Mr Morgan being nettled 
at this treatment, told him his indignation 
ought to be directed to Got Almighty, who 
visited bis people with distempers, and not to 
him, who contributed all in his power towards 
their cure The bashaw not being used to 
siicii behaviour m any of his officers, was en- 
raged to fury at this satirical insinuation, and, 
stamping with his foot, called him insolent 
scoundrel, threatening to have him pinioned 
to the deck, if he should presume to utter 
another syllable But the blood of Cai: 9 nta- 
cuB being thoroughly heated, disdained to be 
restricted by such a command, and began to 
manifest itself in, — Captain Odgum, 1 am a 
shentleman of birth and parentage, look you, 
and perodventure I am moreover^’ — Here his 
harangue was broken off by the captam^s 
steward, who, being Morgan^s coantryman, 
hurried lum out of the cabin before he bad 
time to exasperate his master to a greater 
degree and this would certainly hate been 
the case , for the indignant Welshman couk} 
hardly be hindered, by his friend^s aigumegts 
and entreaties, from re-entering the presence 
chamber, and def>mg Captain Oakum to hiS 
teeth He was, however, appeased at length, 
and came dmvn to the berth, where, ftnmng 
Thomson and me at work preparing medi- 
eines, he bade us leave off our labour and go 
53 


to play, ffir the captain, t^fais sole word and 
power and command, had driven sickness a 
pegging to the tevil, and there was no more 
nuuai^ on board So daying, be drahk off a 
gih m brandy, sighed grievously three times, 
poui^ forth an ejacuTatioii Got bless 
my heart, liver, and lungs i;hen began 
to sing a 'Wel$h song with great iaamestness 
of visager voice, and gesture 1 could not 
conceive ther meaning of this singular pheno- 
menon, and« saw by the looks of Thomson, 
who af the same time shook bis head, that 
he suspected poor CadwaHader’s brains were 
unsettled He, peroeivmg our amazement, 
told us he would Explain the mystery , but, at 
the same time, hade us take notice, that he 
had lived poy, pachelor, married man, and 
widower, almost forty years, and in all 
that time, there was no mart nor mother’s 
son in the whole world who durst use 
him 80 ill as Captain Oagum had done 
Then he acquainted ns with the dialogue 
that passed between them, as 1 have al- 
ready related it ; and had no sooner finished 
this narration, than he received a message 
from the surgeon, to bring the sick list to tnp 
quarter-deck, for the captain had ordered all 
the patients thitbcr to be reviewed This 
inhuman order shocked os extremely, as we 
knew it would be impossible to carry some 
of them on'the deck, without imminent dan- 
ger of their lives , but as we likewise knew 
It would be to no purpose for us to remon- 
stratc against it, we repaired to the quarter- 
deck in a body, to sec this extraordinary 
muster, Morgan observing by the way, that 
the captain vvas going to send to the other 
wojld a great many evidences to testify 
against himself When we appeared upon 
the deck, the captain bade the doctor, who 
stood bowing at his right hand, look at these 
lazy lubberly sons of b— — s, who were good 
for nothing on board but to eat the king’s 
provisions, and encourage idleness m the 
slralkers The surgeon grinned approbation, 
and, taking the list, began to examine the 
complaints of each, as they could crawl to 
the place appointed The first who came 
under his co^izance was a poor fellow just 
freed of a feVer, which had weakened him so 
mucR that he could hardly stand Mr Mack- 
shane (for that was the doctor’s name) hav- 
ing felt his pulse, protested he was as well as 
any man in the world , and the captain de- 
livered nun over to i the boatswain’s mate, 
with Qzdfnv that he should receive a round 
dozen at the gang-way immediately, for 
counterfeit^ himself sick , but before the 
discipline dhuljl be eaecuted, the man dropt 
down on tbd deck, and nigh perish- 

ed under the^hands of the executioner The 
next patutnt to be considered laboured under 
a quartan ague, and being then m his interval 
hf health, discovered no other symptoms of 
distemper than a pale meagre countenance, 
and emaciated body; upon which he was 
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declared fit for difityi and turned over td the 
boatswain , but» being resolved to dnsgra^e 
the doctor, died upon the fo^astle 
during his cold fit The third complained ^ 
a pleuritic stitch, and of Mood; frt 

which Doctor Maokshaue piesctiflied ezeit6m 
at the pump, to promote expectoration * but, 
wtiether tills was improper for one m his siU 
uation, or that it was used to excess, I know 
not , for in lose than half an hour he was 
sufibcated With adeluge of Mood that issued 
from his ]aii|» A jfourtb, with much diifi* 
culty, climbd to the quarter-deck, being load« 
ed with a monstrous ascites or dropsy^ that 
invaded his chest so much, he could scarce 
fetch his breath , but his disease being inter- 
preted into fkt, obcasioned by idleness and 
excess of eating, he was ordered, with a view 
topromote perspiration, and enlarge his chest, 
to go aloft immediately , it was m vam for 
this unwieldy wretch to allege his utter inca- 
pacity, the boatswain's driver was command- 
ed to whip him up with the cat-o’nme-tails 
the smart of this application made him exert 
himself so much, that he actually arrived at 
the puttoc shrouds , but when the enormous 
weight of hiB body had nothing else to sup- 
Dort It than his weakened arms, either out of 
spite or necessity, he quitted his hold, and 
plumped into the sea, where he must have 
been drowned, had not a sailor, who was in 
a boat alongside, saved his life, by keeping 
him afloat tdl he was hoisted on board by a 
tackle* It would be tedious and disagreeable 
to desenbe the fate of every miserable object 
that suffered by the inhumanity and ignorance 
of the captain and surgeon, who so wantonly 
sacrificed the lives of their fellow-creatures 
Many were brought up in the height of fevers, 
and rendered ddinous by the injunes they 
received in the way Some gave up the 
ghost in the presence of their inspectors , 
and others, who were ordered to their duty, 
languished a few days at work among their 
fbllows, and then departed Without any cere- 
mony On the whole, the nundier of the 
sick was reduced to less than a dozen , and 
tlie authors of this reduction were apMaud- 
ing themselves Ibr the services thpy Iiad done 
to their king and Country, when the boat- 
swain's mate informed his honour, thtttPtiiere 
was a man below lashed to his bammnek by 
the direction of the doctor's mate, sM fw 
he begged bard to be released, affirming he 
had been so maltreatod only for a grudge Mr 
Morgan bore him» and that he was as mueb 
in his senses as ai^ man aboard. The (hip- 
tain heansg this, darted a serere look at the 
W elshman, and ordered the man to be brou{^ 
up immediately, uj^ which Moigah pro- 
^lested with great forvmicy, that the persem in 
rtaesUon was as mad as a March bare t and 
begged, for the love of Got, they wotdd at 
lewBt keep his arms pimoned during Im ex- 
smmatioQ, to prevent him frOm doing mis- 


chief This request the commander granted 
for his own sake, and the patient was pro- 
duced, who insisted upon his being in his 
n|dit wits with such calmness and strength 
of argument, that every body present was m 
clmed to bdieve him, except Moigan* who 
affirmed there was no trusting to appearances, 
for he himself had been so much imposed 
upon by his behaviour two days before, that 
he had actually unbound him with his own 
hands and had well nigh been murdered for 
his pains this was confirmed by the evidence 
of one of the waiters, who declared he bad 
pulled this patient from the doctor's mate, 
whom he had gotten down and almost strang- 
led To this toe man answered, that the wit- 
ness was a creature of Morgan's, and was 
suborned to give his testimony against him by 
the malice of the mate, whom the defendant 
had affionted, by discovering to the people on 
I board that Mr Morgan’s wife kept a gin shop 
I m Rag-fair This anecdote produced a laugh 
I at the expense of the Welshman, who, shin- 
ing his head with some emotion, said , — ** Ay, 
ay, 'tiB no matter *"001 knows it an arrant 
falsehood" Captain Oakum, without any 
further hesitation, ordered the fellow to be 
unfettered, at the same time threatening to 
make Morgan exchange situations with Turn 
for his spite But the Briton no sooner 
heard the decision in favour of the madman, 
than he got up the mizen shrouds, crying to 
I Thomson and me to get out of his reach, for 
I we would see him play the devil with a ven- 
eance We did not think fit to disregard 
IS cauti^, and accordingly got up on the 
poop, whence we beheld the maniac, as soon 
as be was released, fly at the captain like a 
fury, crying, — ** I'll let you know, you scoun- 
drel, that I am commander of this vessel," 
and pummelled him without mercy The 
surgeon, who went to the assistance of his 
patron, shared the same fate, and it was with 
the utmost difficulty that he was mastered at 
last, after having done great execution among 
those who opposed him 


CHAPTER XXVIII 

The captain entaged, threatens to put the 
madman to death mth his own hand — is 
diverted from that resolution by the ar^ 
gOmen^s and persuasions of the first lieu- 
tenamt and surgeon^^e set sail for St 
Helen*St join fleet under the command 
of Sir Ck-n— r d-4e and proceed for the 
West Indies-'^e overtaken by a tembie 
tempest — my friend Jack Rdtmn has his 
leg broken by afdUJj^ the matn^mrd-^ 
the behmmrr of Wocter Macksham — 
Jack opposes the amputation of Jus limb, 
in which he ts eecoMed by Morgan and 
me^who underbake thetUre, andperform 
it successful 
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Thb captain was carried into his cabin^ j^o the wind through the shroUds^ the confused 
enm^d with the treatment he had received* noise of the smp’a crew* ^e pipes of the 
that he ordered the lellow to be brought be- boatswain and lus mates, the trumpets of the 
fore ham, that he might have the pleasure of heutenants, and the chmking of the chain 
ptstoUing him with his own hand * and would pumpSi Morgan, who had never been at sea 
certainly have satisfied his revenge m this before, turned out in a great hurry, crymg, — 
manner, had not the first lieutenant remon- ** Gk>t have mercy and compassion upon us ' 
str^ted against it, by observing^ that m dl I believe we have got upon the ccmdnes of 
appearance the fellow was not mad but des- Lucifbrand the d— -d*” while poor Thomson 
perate, thpt he had been hired by some ene- lay quaking in his hammock, putting up pe- 
my of the captain to assassinate him, and titions to Heaven for our safety I rose and 
theretbre ought to be kept m irons till he joined the Welshman, with whom (after ha v- 
could be brought to a court martial, which, mg fortified ourselves with brandy) I went 
no doubt, would sift the aftiur to the bottom above; but, if my sense of hearing was star- 
(by which means important discovenes might tied before, how must my sight have been 
be made), and then sentence the criminal to appalled in beholding the effects of the storm' 
a death adequate tot his demerits This aug« The sea was swelled into billows mountain 
gestion, improbable as it was, had the desired high, on the top of which our ship some- 
effect upon the captain, being exactly calcu^ times bung as if it was about to be precipita* 
lated for the meridian of his intellects , more ted to the abyss below ' Sometimes we sunk 
especially as Doctor Madkshane espoused between two waves that rose on each side 
this opinion, m consequence of his previous higher than our topmast head, and threaten- 
declaration that the man was not maa Mor- ed, by dashing together, to overwhelm us m 
gan, finding there was no more damage done, a moment ' Of eJl our fleet, consisting of a 
could not nelp discovering, by his counte- hundred and fifty sail, scarce twelve appear- 
nance, the pleasure he enjoyed on this oc^ ed, and these driving under their bare poles, 
casion and while he bathed the doctor^s at the mercy of the tempest At length the 
face With an embrocation, ventured to ask mast of one of them gave way, and tumbled 
him, whether he thought there were more overboard with a hideous crash ' Nor was 
fools or madmen on board But he would the prospect in our own ship much more 
have been wiser in containing this sally, agreeable , a number of officers and sailors 
which his patient carefully laid up in his me- ran backward and forward with distraction 
inory, to be taken notice of at a more fit in their looks, hallooing to one another, and 
season Meanwhile, we weighed anchor, undetermined what they should attend to 
and on our way to the Downs, the madman, first Some clung to the yards, endeavour- 
who was treated as prisoner, took v i ( x''por-> mg to unbend the sails, that were split into a 
tumty, while the sentinel attended In ^ at the thousand pieces, flapping in the wirid , others 
head, to leap overboard, and frustrate the re- tned to furl those which were yet whole, 
venge of the captain We staid not long at while the masts, at every pitch, bent and qpiv- 
the Downs, but took the benefit of the first ered like twigs, as if they would have 
easterly wund to go round to Spithead, where, shivered into innumerable sphnters ' While 
liaving received on board provisions for six 1 considered this scene with equal terror and 
months, we sailed from St Helen’s m the astonishment, one of the mam braces broke, 
grand fleet bound for the West Indies, on the by the shock whereof two sailors were flung 
ever memorable expedition of Cartbagqna from the yard’s arm into the sea, where they 
It w^as not without great mortification I perished, and poor Jack Rattlin was thrown 
saw myself on the point of being transported down upon the deck, at the expense of a 
to such a distant and unhealthy chmate, des- broken leg Morgan and I ran immediately 
titute of every convenience that could render to his assistance^, and found a splinter of the 
such a voyai^ supportable, and under the shin-bone thrust by the violence of the fall 
dominion of an arbitrary tyrant, whose com- through the skin As this was a case of too 
mand was almost mtolcrable however, as great consequence to be treated without the 
these complaints were common to a great authority of the doctor, I went down to the 
many on board, I resolved to submit patiently cabin to inform him of the accident, as well 
to my fate, and contnve to make myself as as to bring up dressings, which we always 
easy as the nature of the case would allow kept ready prepared 1 entered his apart- 
We got out of the channel with a proeporous raent without any ceremony, and, by the 
breeze, which died away, leaving us bec^m- glimmennff of a lamp, perceived him on his 
ed about fi% leagues to the westward of the knees, before something that very much 
Lizard, but this state of inaction did not resembled a otucifix; but this 1 will not insist 
last long, for next night our main-top sail upon, that I may not seem too much a slave 
was split by the wind, which in the mctnnng to common report, which, indeed, assisted 
increased to a hurricane I was wakened by my conjectuFe on this occasion, by reprosenl- 
a most horrible din, occasioned by the play mg Doctor Mackshanc as a member of the 
of the gun-carnages upon the deck above, chuTch of Rome Be this as it will, he got 
the crackling of the cabins, the howlmg of] up in a sort of confusion, occasioned (I sup- 
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p(»e} 1>y hiB being disturbed in htis devotion, 
andr lit a trice, snatched the aub]ect of loy 
suspicion from my sight Aft^ inaldfiig hn 
apology for my intrusion, I aoenainted him 
with Uie situation of Ratditiy but could by no 
means prevail upon him to faim on dech, 
vvhere he lajr, ho b^e me di^ire the boat, 
pwain to otdmr some of the men to carry him 
down to the oocKpit, ^nd m the mean time 
(said ho) 1 will direct Thomson to get i^ady 
the dressings WhdA f gignifieu to the 
boatswain the doctor’s desire, he siyore a 
terrible oath,thi^t he could not spare one 
man firom the desk, because he expected the 
mast would go by the board eveiy minute. 
This piece of inlbrmation did not at all con. 
tribute to my peace ofmmd, however, as 
my fhend Rattlm complained very much, 
with tlm assistance of Morgan, t supported 
him to the lower deck, whither Mr Mack- 
ahane, after much entreaty, ventured to come, 
attended by Thomson with a box full of dress* 
injg4, and his own servant, who carried a 
whole set of capital instruments He ex. 
aminod the fracture and the wound, and 
concluding, from a livid lolour evtending 
Itself upon the limb, that a mortification 
would ensue, resolved to amputate the leg 
immediately This was a dreadful sentence 
to the patient, who recruiting himself with 
a quid of tobacco, pronounc cd, with a woful 
countenanoei-— ** what * is there no remedy, 
doctor^ must I bo do( ked can’t you splice 
It 1^’ Assuredly, Doctor Mai kbhano,” said 
the first mate, ** witli suhmibbion, and defer. 
eUce, and veneration to your suprnor shili. 
ties, and opportunities, and btationb, look yc, 
1 do apprehend and conjecture, and aver, that 
there is no occasion nor necessity to smite 
off this poor man’b leg ” “ God Almighty 
ble^s }ou, dear Welshman cried Rattlin, 
“ may you have fair wind and weather where, 
soever you’re bound, and come to on anchor 
m the road of heaven at last ” Mackshane, 
very much incensed at his mate’s differing 
111 opinion from him so openlj, anirwered, 
that he was not bound to give an account of 
bis practice to him , anC in a peremptory 
tone, ordered him to apply the tourniquet, 
at the sight of which Jack, starting up, ^ed, 
— Avast, avast ’ d— n my lieart, ifyw clap 
your nippeia on me, tiU I know wbesefiire * 
Mr Random, wont you lend a hand towards 
biung my pxeeiottB hmb> Odds hearL if 
Lieutenant Bovtling was here, he would Hot 
buffer Jack Rattlm’s leg to be choppy off 
like a piece of old |Unk This patb^ Sd- 
dross to me, mined to my inclination to eOrve 
tny honest mend, and the reasons I had to 
behe\e there win no danger m delaying the 
amputation, induced me to declare nii^elf 
of tlie first maters opinion, and affirm, tliat 
the protematura! eotmir of the skiu was 
owing to an infiamnmtion occasioned ty 
a oeotubion, common in all such ca*io<i, 
withoat any indication of an apptoacHing 


gangrene Morgan, who had a great opinion 
of my skill, manifestly exulted in my fellow- 
ship, and asked Thomson’s sentiments of 
the matter, m hopes of strengthening our 
association with him too, but he, being of a 
pioek disposition, and either dreading the 
enmity of the surgeon, or spcakiDg the 
dictates of bis own judgment, m a modest 
manner, espoused the opinion of Mackshane, 
who, ibis time, having consulted with 
himself determined to act in such a manner 
as to pereen himself from censure, and at 
the same time revengd himself on us for our 
arrogance m contradicting him With this 
view, he asked if we would undertake to 
cure Iho leg at our peril ** that ib, be answer- 
able for the conbequence To this question 
Morgan replied, that the lives of his crea* 
tures are in the hands of Got alone , and it 
would be great presumption in him to under- 
take for an event that was m the power of 
his Maker, no more than the doctor could 
promise to cure all the sick to whom ho ad- 
mimstered his absistance , but if the patient 
would put himself under our dirtction, vie 
would do our endeavour to bring his distem- 
per to a fiivourable issue, to which, at present, 
we saw no obstruction I signified my 
concurrence , and Rattlin was so oveijoycd, 
that, shaking uv both by the bands, ho swore 
ho body olse should touch him, and, if he 
died, his blood should be upon his own head 
Mr Mackshane, flattering himself with the 
prospect of oui miscarriage, went away, and 
left us to manage it as wc should tinnk pro- 
per, accordingly, having sawed off part of 
the sphntor that stuck tnroi rh the si in, we 
reduced the fracture, dressed the wound, 
applied the eighteen-tailcd bandage, and put 
the log in a box, secundum nrttm Every 
thing succeeded according to our wish, and 
wc had the satisfaction of not only preserving 
the popr fellow’s leg, but likewise of render 
mg the doctor contemptible among the ship’s 
company, who had all their eyes on us dunng 
the courso of his cure, which was completed 
in SIX weeks 


CHAPTER XXIX 

Mackshane* 8 malice — I dm taken vp and 
mpmonedfor a spy — Morganmeets untk 
the same fate^^homsan is tampered 
with to tnm evidence against us^^u* 
darns the and u maltreated for 

his integntg^Morgan is released to os- 
sf the surgeon during an t ngagement 
with sefme French skips of war — I remain 
fettered on the poopt exposed to the ene- 
my’s shoU and groifi dehrtmi withfear^ 
am comforted gfter the battle by Morgan^ 
mho ipeahaf resip of the captain-^ over- 
heard by the sehtineL who informs againit 
htm, and again mprtsoned^Thomson 
grows desperate^ andt notwtfkstandtng 
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the remonetrances of Morgan and mCf 
goes overboard tn the night 

4iah6 mean time, the storm subsided into a 
bnsk gale, that carried us mto the warm 
latitudes, where the weather became intoler- 
able, and the crew very sickly The doctor 
leff nothing unattempted towards the com- 
pletion of his vengeance against the Welsh- 
man and me He went among the sick, 
under pretence of inqmnng into meir griev- 
ances, with a view of picking up compkints 
to our prejudice , but finding himself irus- 
tratod m that expectation, by the good will 
'vve had procured from the patients, by our 
dibgence and humanity, he took the resolu- 
tion of listening to our conversation, by 
hiding himself behind the canvass that sur- 
rounded our berth , here too he was detected 
by the boy of our mess, who acquainted us 
with this piece of behaviour , and one night 
while we were picking a large bone of salt 
beef, Morgan discerned something stir on the 
outside ot our hangings, which immediately 
interpreting to be &e doctor, he tipt me the 
wink, and pointed to the place, where I could 
perceive somebody standing , upon which 1 
snatched up the bone, and levelled it with all 
my force at him, saying, — “ Whoever you 
arc, take that for your curiosity ” It had 
the desired effect, for we heard the listener 
tumble down, and afterwards crawl to his 
own cabin I applauded myself much for 
this feat, which turned out one of the must 
unlucky exploits of my life, Mackshane from 
that time marking mo out for destruction 
About a week after tins exploit, as 1 was 
going iny rounds among the sick, 1 was 
taken prisoner, and carried to Uie poop by 
the master at arms, where I was loaded with 
irons and stapled to the deck, on pretence 
lliat I was a spy on board, and liad con- 
spired against the captain’s life How 
ridiculous soever this imputation was, 1 did 
not fail to suffer by it all the rigour that could 
be shown to the worst of cnminals, being 
exposed in this miserable condition to the 
scorching heat of the sun by day, and the 
unwholesome damps by night, dunng the 
space of twelve days, in which I was neither 
brought to trial, nor examined touching the 
probability of the charge 1 had no sooner 
recovered the use of my reficction, which 
had been quite overthrown by this accident, 
than I sent for Thomson, who, after condoling 
me on the occasion, hinted, that 1 owed this 
misfortune to the hatred of the doctor, who 
had given an information against me to the 
captain, m consequence of which 1 was 
arrested, and all my papers seized While 
I was cursing ray capricious fate, 1 saw 
Morgan ascond the poop, guarded by two 
corporals, who made him sit down by me, 
that he might be pinioned in the same 
maclune Notwithstanding my situation, 
1 could scarce refrain from laughing at the 
4 E* 53* 


countenance of my fellow-pnsoner, who, 
without speaking one word, allowed his feet 
to be inclosed in the rings provided for that 
purpose , bqt when they pretended to fasten 
him on his back, he grew outrageous, and 
drawmg a large couteau from hip sidc-pocket, 
threatened to np up the belly of the first man 
that should approach him, m order to treat him 
in such an unworthy manner They were 
preparing to use him very roughly, when the 
iiieutenant on the quarter de^ called up to 
them to let him remain as he was He then 
crept towards me, and taking mo by the 
hand, bade me, — “ put my trust m Got ” 
And looking at Thomson, who sat by us 
trembling, with a pale visage, told him, there 
were two more nngs for his feet, and he 
should be ^ad to nnd him in such good 
company Dut it was not the intention of 
our adversary to include the second mate in 
our fate , him he expected to be his drudge 
in attending the sick, and, if possible, Ins 
evidence against us, with this view, he 
sounded him afar off, but finding his integrity 
incorruptible, harassed him so much out ot 
spile, that, in a short time, this mild creature 
grew weary of Ins life 

While I and my fellow-prisoner comforted 
each other in our tribulation, the admiral dis- 
covered four sail to leeward, and made sig- 
nal for our ship and four more to chase, here- 
upon every thing was cleared for an engage- 
ment , and Mackshane, forcseemg he siumld 
have occasion for more assistants than one, 
obtained Morgan’s hbcrtj , while I was left 
in this deplorable posture to tlio chance ot 
battle It was almost dark w hen we came 
up with the sternrnust chase, which wo hailed, 
and inquired who they were they gave us to 
understand they were French men of war 
upon which Captain Oakum commanded 
them to send their boat on board of him , 
but they refused, telling him, if he had any 
business with them, to come on board of 
their ship he then threatened to pour in a 
broadside upon them, which they promised 
to return Both sides were as good as their 
word, and the engagement began with great 
fury The reader may guess how I passed 
my (tine, lying in this helpless situation, 
amidst the terrors of a sea fight , expecting 
every moment to be cut asunder, or dashed 
in pieces by the enemy’s shot ' I endeavour- 
ed to compose myself as much as possible, 
by reflecting that I was not a whit more ex- 
posed than those who wore stationed about 
me , but when I beheld them employed with- 
out intermission in annoying the foe, and en- 
couraged by the society and behalriour of oni 
another, 1 could easily perceive a wide dif- 
ference between their condition and mine 
however, I concealed my agitation as well a** 
I couli, till the head of the officer of marines, 
who stood near me, being shot off, bound'd 
from tlie deck athwart my face, leaving me 
wdl mgh blinded with brams 1 could con- 
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tato ii:^e2f no iongper^ i)tit to 
witb ^ the Btren^h of ^ 

drummer coming towarde (net Maed if t was 
woaiadcd * and before I could answer, receiv- 
ed a ^at shot ui his Winch tore out hia 

entnuls, and he fell flat on my breast This 
accident entirely bereft me cn ait d wr ration t 
I redoubled m cries, wbioh were drowned 
in the noise or ;he balm i and finding myself 
disregarded, lost Si] patience, and became 
frantic 1 vented n^ tnge in oaths and exe- 
crations, tan ray spirits being quite exhausted, 
I remained •quiet, and infiensible of the load 
that opprasaed me. The engagement lasted 
till brou day, when Captain Oakum, finding 
that be was like to ram neither honour nor 
advantage by the ararr, pretended to be un- 
deceiim by seeing their colours ; and, hail^ 

< ini; the ship with whom he iiad fought all 
nighc, protested he believed them Spaniards, 
and the guns being alenced on each side, 
ordered the tq be hoisted out, and went 
on board pf a french commodore Out loss 

amounted to ten kiltdd, and eighteen ^vound- 
ed, most part of whom afterwards dieiL 
My ihllow mates had no sooner dispstched 
their business m the cockpit, than, full of 
friendly concern, they came to visit me 
Morgan ascended* finsrt, and seeing my face 
almost covered with brains and blood, con- 
cluded 1 was no longer a man for this world, 
and caftmg to Thomson with groat emotion, 
bade him oome up and take his last iarewelt 
of bje comrade and countiymaii, who was 
posting to a pettor place, where there were 
no Msekshanes nor Oakums to asperse and 
torment him “ No,” said he, taking me by 
the hand, ** you are going to a country where 
there is more respect shown to unfortunate 
skentlcmou, and where you will have the 
satisfaction of pcholding your adversaries 
tossing upon pillows of purnitig primstone 
Thomson, alarmed at ibis' apostrophe, made 
haste to the place where 1 lay, apd sitting 
doWn by me, with tears in his eyes, inquired 
into the nature of my calamity % this 
tune I had recollected myself so far, as to be 
able to converse rationally with my fiends, 
whom, to their great satisfaction, t unme- 
^ diately undeceived with regard to theif ap- 
prehension of my being mortally wounded^ 
After 1 had got myaelf disengaged fiom the 
carnage m which i wallowed, and partalcen 
of a refreshment which my fhends brought 
along with them, we enters into discorarse 
upon the hardships we sustamed, and spoke 
very froely of the authors of our miseiy^Jbut 
our discourse bemg overheard fay the sensei 
who guarded me, he was no sooner rdifved, 
than he reported to the captain eveiy syllable 
of our conversation, according to the orders 
he had received The effect of this inffahma- 
tioir soon appeared in the arrival of the mas- 
ter at arms, who replaced Morgan \n lus for- 
mcr station, and gave the secondmatsa cau- 
tion to keep a strict guard over h» tongue, if 


die did not choose to accompany us m our 
cdnfiuement Thomson, foreseeing that the 
whole slaveiy of attending the sick and woun- 
ded, as well as the cruelty of Mackj^baJ^, 
must now fall upon his shoulders, grew des^ 
Disrate at the prospect, and* though I never 
heard him swear before, miprecated dreadful 
curses on the heads of his oppressors, dei^ar- 
ing that he would rather qmt life altogether, 
than be much longer under the power of such 
barbarians 1 was not a little startled at his 
vivacity, and endeavoured to Slleviate lus 
conl]>laints, by representing the subject of 
my own; with as much aggravation as it 
would bear, by Which comparison be might 
see the balance of misfortune lay on my side, 
and take an example from me of fortitude 
and submission, till such time as we could 
procure redress, which, I hoped, was not far 
off, considenrtg that we should probably be 
in a haihour m less than three days, where 
we should have an opportunity of preferring 
our CiJihplaints to the admiral The Welsh- 

man joined in my remonstrance, and was at 
great pains to demonstrate, that it was every 
man*8 duty, as well as interest, to resign 
himself to the divme will, and look upon him- 
self as a sentinel upon duty, who is by no 
means at liberty to leave his post before he 
IS relieved Thomson listened attentively to 
what we said, and at last, shedding a flood of 
tears, shook lus head, and left us without 
making any reply About clev en at night he 
came to see us ogam, with a settled gloom 
on hts countenance, and gave ub to undet- 
stand, that he had undergone excessive toil 
since he saw us, and m recompense had been 
grossly abused by the doctor, who taxed him 
with being confederate with us in a design of 
taking away his life, and that of the captain 
After some time spent m mutual exhortation, 
he got up, and squeezing me by the hand with 
an uncommon fervour, cried — ** God bless 
you both and left us to wonder at his siii- 
gular manner of parting with us, which did 
not fiul to make a deep impression on us 
Next morning, when the hour of visitation 
came round, this unhappy young man was 
nusbmg, and, after strict search, supposed to 
have gone overboard in the night f and this 
was certainly the cose 

CHAPTER XSeX. 

We lament the fate of out comoamon^he 
captatn offers Morgan liM Iwftyf which 
he refuses to are orought he* 

fore Aim, and et^i^mmA*-^Morgan ts sent 
back into custogy^ sphfthe^ aUo I am re 
mandedt after a tn^ms^^ndl 

Thi news of tbra^venli «^ctcd ray fellow- 
{tfisoner and me extremity, as our unfiirtu- 
nate companion had justly acquiied, by his 
amiable msposition, tfa[e1ove and esteem of us. 
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both , and the more we tegretted hie untune- been mformed you htLV^ spoken disrespecdul 
ly fate, the greater horror we conceived for words against your cajitainr who, to be sure, 
the Viliam who was undoubtedly the occasion is the most honourable andg^eroos coinman. 

This abandoned miscreant did not der m the king’s service, witbbut asparag< - 
discover the least s^ptom of concern fyr mentor accepnon of man, wroman,or child 
Thomson’s death, although he must have been Having uttered this elegant harrangue, on 
conscious to himself of having driven him by whichhe seemed to plume himsdif, Morgan re- 
ill hsage to that fatal resolution , but desired pjied,^^* I do partly guess, and conceive, and 
the captain to sot Morgan at liberty again, to understand your meaning, which I wish could 
look after the patients. Accordmglv, one of be more explicit , but, howe\'er, 1 do suppose 
the corporals was sent up to unfetter iw, but I am not to be condemned upon bare hearsay, 
he protested he would not be releasedgnitil or if I am convicted of speaking disrespect* 
he should know for what he was cemfined , fblly of Captain Oakum, I hope there is no 
nor would he be a tenms-ball, nor a shuttle- treason m my words *’ But there’s mutiny, 
cock, nor a trudge, nor a scullion, to any cap- by and that’s death by the articles of 
tain under the sun Oakum finding him ob- war,” cned Oakum , — in the mean time, 
stiiiate, and fbanng it would not be in his let the witnesses be called ” Hereupon 
power to exercise his tyranny much longer Mackshanc’s servant appeared, and the boy 
with impunity, was willing to show some ap- of odr mess, whom they bad seduced and 
pearance of justice, and therefore ord^fed us tutored for the puipose The first declared, 
both to be brought before him on the quarter- that Morgan, as be descended the cockpit 
deck, whore he sat in state, with his clerk on ladder one day, cursed the captain, and called 
one side, and his counsellor Macksliane on him a savage beast, saymg, he ought to be 
the other When we approached, he hon- hunted down as an enemy to mankind 
cured us with this salutation — “So, gentle- “ This,” said the clerk, “ is a strong pre- 
mon, d — ^n my blood * many a captain in the sumption of a design formed against the cap« 
navy would have ordered you both to be tuck’d tain’s life For why It presupposes mal- 
up to the yard’s arm, without either judge or ice aforethought, and a criminal intention a 
jury, for the crimes you have been guilty of, prion ” “ Right,” said the captain, to this 
but, d — n my blood, I have too much good miserable grub, wlio had been an attorney’s 
nature, m allowing such dogs as you to make boy, “yon shall have law enough, here’s 
your defence ” “ Captain Oakum,” said ray Cook ami Littlejohn for it ” This evidence 
ft*llow-suflrerer, “ certainly it is in your power was confirmed by the boy, who affirmed li»* 
(Got help the while) to tuck us all up at heard the first mate say, that the captain 
your will, and desire, and pleasures And had no more bow els than a bear, and the sur- 
perlmps it w'ould be pettcr for some of us to geon had no more brains than an one Then 
be tucked up, than undergo the misenes to tlie senlinel who heard our discourse on the 
which we have been exposed So may the poop w^as examined, and informed the court 
farmer hang his kids for his diversion, and that the Welshman assured me, Captain 
amusement and mirth , but Uiere is such a Oakum and Dr Mackshane would toss upon 
thing as justice, if not upon eartli, surely in billows of burning brimstone in hell for their 
lieavcn, tnat will punish with fire and pnm- barbarity The clerk observed, that there 
stone all those who take away the lives of was an evident prejudication, which confirm- 
innocent people out of wantonness and par- cd the former suspicion ofa conspiracy against 
parity (look you) In the mean time, 1 shall the life of captain Oakum, for, because, liow 
be glad to know the crimes laid to my char^, could Morgan so positively pronounce that 
and see the person who accuses me ” “That the captain and surgeon would be damned, 
you shall,” said the captain , “ here, doctor, unless be had an intention to make away with 
What have you to say Mackshane, step- them before they could have time to repent'^ 
ping forwara, hemmed a good while, m order This ta^ explanation had mat weight with 
to clear his throat, and before he began, our nome commander, wno exclaimed, — 
Morgan accosted him thus — “ Doctor Mack- “ What have you to say to this, Taffy ♦ you 
shane, looK in my facc^ook in the face of seem to be men all afoaeky brothor, ha 
an honest man, who abhors a false witness as Morgan was too much of a gentleman to 
he abhors the tevil, and Okit be judge between disown the text, although he smsolutelyde- 
you and me ” The doctor, not imndingthis med the truth of the comment * upon which 
conjuration, made the foliowuig^speed, as the captain, strutting up to him with a fero* 
near as 1 can remember * — I’ll tdlyou what, cious countenance, said,«N-“ So Mr son of a 
Mr Morgan, to be sure, what you say is fust, b— , you confoss you honoured me with the 
m regard to an honest man ; and if so be it names of bear and beast, and pronounced my 
appears as bow you are an honest man, then damnation ^ Damn my heart ^ I have a good 
It IS my opinion that you deserve to he ac- nund to have you brought to a court-martial, 
quitted, in relation to that there affair, for I and hanged, you dog ” Here Mackshane, 
tell you what, Captain Oakum is resolved having occasion for an assistant, interposed^ 
tor to do every body justice As for my own and bejjfgefi the captain to pardon Mr Morgan, 
part, all that 1 have to allege is, that I have i^ith Ins wonted gcodness, upon condition. 
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that ha, the dehnqiient, ahooM make 
Bubnuasiaii as the nature of his nnsdemeaQOiir 
demanded Upon winch the Cambro-Bnton, 
who on this occasion would have made no 
butmiisBion to the great Mogul, surrounded 
with his guards, thanked dhetor ht hts 
mediation, and aekuowledged himself m the 
wroi^ for caliiitf 'the tmitge of Got a pea^, 
— « Buts'' said he, rsjpi^dm by tneta^dior,^ 

and parable, and comjpaxteon, and types * as 
we signify meeknese by alanih, leeheiy by a 
goat, and craftiness by a fon , so we liken ig. 
norance to an ass, and brutality to a bear, 
and to a tiger , therefore I made use of 
these similes to express my sentiments (look 
you), and what 1 said before Got, 1 will not 
unsay before man or peast neither " Oakum 
was so provokedatthis insolence (as he term- 
ed It), that he ordered him forthwith to be 
carried to the place of his confinement, and 
his clerk to proceed on the examination of 
me The first question put to me, was touch- 

ing the place of my nativity, which I declared 
to be the north of Scotland ** The north 
of Ireland, more like," cried the captain, 

** but we shall bringyou up presently ” He 
then asked what religion I professed ; and 
when I answered^^** the protestant," swore 
I was as arrant a Bomaii as ever went to 
mass Come, come, clerk," continued he, 

** catecluaa him a little on this subject " But 
before 1 relate the particulars of the clerk’s 
inqumes, it will not be amiss to inform the 
reader, that our commander himself was an 
Hibernian, and, if not shrewdly belied, a 
Boman catholic to hoot ** You say you are 
a protestant," said the clerk, " make the sign 
« of the cross with your fingers, so, and swear 
upon It to that affirmation " When I was 
about to perform this ceremony, the captain 
cried, with some emotion, — “ No, no, damme* 
ril have no profanation neither But go on 
With your interrogations " “Well, then,” 
proceeded my examiner, " how niany sacra- 
ments are there To which I replied*^ 
u »» K What are they said he I 
answered,— “ Baptism and the Lord’s sup- 
j»or " And so you would explode confirm- 
a’ ion and marriage altogether aoid Oak- 
um, «* 1 tliought this follow wasu mnii 
man " The clerk, though he was brSd un- 
der an attorney, could not refrain from Hnsb- 
mg at this blunder, which heendeavoUipdto 
concpal, by observing, that these deeews 
would not do with me, who seemed to be 
an old offender He went on with askingif 
1 believed in transubstantiation * but t treat- 
ed tile notion of a real presence until such 
disrespect, that his patron was soandt4mnd at 
my impiety, and commanded bim to proceed 
^^|he plot. Whereupon this rnisershle pet- 
^ jbfygger told me there was great reason to 
snspect me of being a Rp\ on board ; tuid that 
1 hid entered into a consjnracy wiA Thom- 
son, and oUicrs not }*ct detected, a^inst the 
life 0f Captain Oakum which accuBation 


( they pretended to support by the evidence of 
our boy, who declared he bad often beard the 
deceased Thomson and me whispering to- 
geftidr, and could distinguish the wojpdfiprr 
Oakum, rascal, poison, pistol "—By which 
expressions it appealed, we did intend to use 
smister memis to accompbsh his destruction 
That the death of Thomson seemed to con- 
firm tins conjecture , who, either feeling the 
stings of remorse, for being engaged m sucli 
a homd confoderacy, or foaring a discovery, 
by u^ch he must have uifallibly sufiTered an 
ignonunious death, bad put a fatal period to 
Ills own existence But what established 
the truth of the whole, was a book ui ciphers, 
found among my papers, which exactly tal- 
lied with one found m his chest after his 
disappearance* This* he observed, was a 
presumption very near proof positive, and 
would^etermine any jury in Christendom 
I to find me guilty In my own defence, I al- 
leged that 1 had been dragged on board first, 
very muqb against my inclmation, as I could 
prove Ify the evidence of some people now in 
the ship , consequently could have no design 
of becoming a spy at that time , and ever 
since hod been entirely out of the reach of 
any correspondence that could justly entail 
that suspicion upon me As for conspiring 
against m> captain’s life, it could not bo sup- 
posed that any man m his right wits would 
harbour the least thought of such an under- 
taking, which he could not possibly perform 
without certain infamy and rum to himself, 
even if he bad all the inclination in the world 
That, allowing the boy’s evidence to be true 
(which 1 nfiHrmcd was false and malicious), 
nothing conclusive could be gathered from a 
few incoherent words neither was the fate 
of Mr Thomson a circumstance more favour- 
able for the charge , for 1 had in my pocket 
a letter wluch too well explained that mys- 
tery, in a very difforent manner from that 
which was supposed With these words 1 
produced the following letter, which Jack 
Kattlin brought to me the very day after 
Thomson disappeared , and told me it was 
committed to his care by the deceased , who 
ms^e him promise not to deliver it sooner 
The clerk, taking it out of my hand, read 
aloud the eonteots, which were these — 
"DBAa FauBim,— lam so much oppressed 
With the fatigue 1 daily and mwbify undergo, 
and the barSarous usage of Doctor Mack- 
shanc, who is bent on your destruction, as 
well as mine, that I am resolved to free my- 
self from this miserable lifo, an^, before you 
receive this, bIibII be no more. I could have 
wished to ^e m your j^d opunon, which 
1 am afraid 1 sliaJl forfeit by the last act of 
my hfo . hut if you cannot acquitme, 1 know 
you will at least fireserve some regatd for 
the memory of aU imfortunate young man 
who loved yon. t recommend it to' you to 
beware of Maokahane, whose rovmige is 
I implacable I wish all prosperity to you and 
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Mr Moip,!!; to whom, pray, offer my last j proclaimed, that if a^y of them could bpeak 
reerpecta* and beg to be remembered aa your Greoh, he or they to qnaKded aJiouId aaoend 
unhappy friend and countiymao, the Quarter deck immediately* After aome 

« WiLLtiM TifoicebH ** pause, two Ibremaat men olame up and pro- 
ll^letter was no sooner read, thah Mack* leased their skill in that bmgtia^, wmch, 
shane, m a transport of rage, bxiatohed it out they said, they acquired ^nngaei'era] \oya* 
of the clerk’s hands, and tore ft into a thou* ffes to tif 0 lievant, among the Greeks of tJio 
b&ni^ pieces, sayiOg, it was a vilhunoos Iforea. The captain exulted much in this 
forgery, contrnedand executed by myself I dedaratien, and put my joumai-book into the 
The captain and clerk declared themselres hands of ohe of them, who candidly owned 
of the same opinion, although I insisted on he could neither read nor wnte the other 
having the remains of it compared with other acknowled^d the sapiO degree of mnoranco, 
wntingB of Thomson, which they ha<h in but pretended to speak the Greek hngo u ith 
their possession, and I was ordered to answer, any man on board and, addressing himself 
the last article of my accusation, namely, the to me, prbnounced some sentences, of a ha^- 
book of ciphers found among myjmpers. barous corrupted language which 1 did not 
** That IS easily done,” said L ” Wnat you understand I asserted, that tlic modem 
arc pleased to call ciphers, are no other than Greek was as different from that spoken and 
the Greek characters, m which, fbr my amuse* written the ancients, as the English used 
ment, 1 kept a diary of every thing remarka- now ftom the old Saxon spoken m the time 
hie that has occurred to my observation, ofHengis^, and as I bad only learned the 
bince the beginning of the voyage till the day true original tongue, in which Homer, Pin* 
on which I was put m irons , and tlio same dar, the evangelmts, and other great men of 
method was practised by Mr Thomson, who antiqmly wrote, it could not be supposed 
copied mine ” “ A verj hkcly story »” cued that 1 should know any thing bf an imperfect 
Mackshanc ** What occasion was there for Gothic dialect that rose on the rums of the 
using Gieek characters, if you were not afraid former, and scarce rt tamed any traces of tJie 
of discovering what you had wrote** But old expression But it Doctor Mackshane, 
what d’ye talk of Greek characters'* D’ye who pretended to be master of the Greek 
think 1 am so ignorant of the Greek language, language, could maintain a conversation w itli 
os not to distinguish its letters from these, these seamen, I uould retract what I had 
w hicli are no more Greek than Chinese ** No, said, and be content to suffer any punishment 
no, I will not give up my knowledge of the he should think proper to inflict I had no 
Greek for you, nor none that ever came from sooner uttered these words, than the surgeon, 
your countr^r ” So saying, with an unpgi knowing one of these fellows to be his < oun* 
ralleled effrontery, he repeated some gibter- tryman, accosted h m m Irish, and was an 
which, by the sound, seemed to be Insh, swered in the same brogue , when a dialogic 
and made it pass for Greek with the captain, ensued between them, which they affirmed 
who, looking at me with a contemptuous to be in Greek, after having secured the 
sneer, exclaimed — ”Ah' ah* have you caught secrecy of the otlier tar, who had his cue in 
a Tartar**” I could not helf snulmg at uie the language of the Morea from his compa 
consummate assurance of this Hibernian, nion, before they could venture to assert 
and offered to refer the dispute to any body such an intrepid falsehood ** I thought,” 
on board who understood the Greek alphabet, said Oakum, **wc should discover the im* 
upon which Morgan was brought back, and posture at la^t Let the rascal be earned 
beii^ made acquainted with the affair, took back to his confinement I find ho must 
the book and read a whole page in English dangle ” Having nothing further to urge 
without hesitation, deciding the controversy m my own behalf, before a court so preju* 
in my favour The doctor was so far from diced with spite, and fortified with ignorance 
being out of countenance at this detection, again<it truthv 1 suffered myself to be re* 
that he affirmed Morgan was m the secret, conducted peaceably to my fcllow-pnsonoi , 
and repeated from bis own invention Oak- who, bearing the particulars of my trial, 
urn said , — ** Ay, ay, I see they are both in a lifted up bis bands and eyes to heaven, and 
story and dismissed my ffilUiw mate to the uttered a dreadful groan , and not danng to 
cockloft, althoUffh 1 proposed that he and I disburthen his thoughts to me by speeoli, 
should read and translate, separately, any lest he mmht be overheard by the sentinel, 
chapter or verse m the Greek Testament in burst forth into a Welsh song, which he 
ins possession, by whmh ft would ap^r accompanied with a thousand contortions 
whether we or the surgeon spoke truth Mot of face, and violent gestures of body 
being endued with eloouence enough to con- 
vince the captain that there could be no juggle 

nor ednffidemey in this expedient, I begged CHAPTER XXXI 

to be examined by some unconcerned person 

on board, who understood Greek according* I ^uc^ver a subornation agamst mst by 
ly, the whole ship’s company, officers and ell, means of a quarrel between two of the evt 
w ere called upon deck, among whom it was denees; tn comeqvenve of which lam set 
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m Itbertp and preva^ mon to I rascally knave' and by the s<ml of my i[ttnd- 

ot^Mo/hiM freedM0nmtsaimtm^i^ ijve' I will impeach, and accuse, and tndtct 
MttAsnane'a madtce^We ,amoe him of a roppc^, if 1 did but know who he 

matcOf from whence tn a short time we » ” Had this misfortune happened at s ea. _ 
heatup to HwpmaolatimeQrgunelionwtth where we could not repair the lo8e,^1!|['TSl 
the West intfta squa i r m ' We take m probability this descendant of Cametacus 
waieTt satl a^YEtn, andmrrptaat Cqrthage- wmild have lost Ins wits entirely ; but, when 
TM^ReJleetiens mour eimdwet^ere 1 observed how easy it would be to xen^edy 

this paltiy mischance, he became more mm, 
Mbanwbilb, a qunziiel happened between and reconciled hunself to the occasion^ A 
the two mod(Brn weeks ; toe one, to be re- little while after Uns transport, the sur^on 
vcngedon the other, came and discovered came into the berUi, under pretence of tiunng 
to us the mystery pf Mackshane’s dialogue, sonrsUiing out of the medtcme chest, and, 
as 1 haveexpluned it above. Thu detection with a snmmg aspect, wuhed us joy of our 
coming to the ears of the doctor, Vho was deliverance, which he said he had been at 
sensibb, that (now we were in sight of Ja- great pains to obtain of the ca^in, who 
mama) we sh^ld have an opportnnity of was very justly incensed, at our behaviour , 
cleandg ourselves before a court-martial, but be (the doctor) had passed his word for 
and, at the same time, of making his malice our future conduct, and he hoped we should 
and Ignorance conspicuous, he interceded for give bun no cause to repent or hu kindness 
ms with the eaptam so eflbctually, ^at, m a ne expected, no doubt, an acknowledgement 
few hours, we were set at liberty, and order- &om us, for thw pretended piece of service, 
ed to retuni to our duty This was a happy as well as a general amnesty of what was 
event for me, my wlude bod|y bemg blistem past, but he had to do with people who were 
by the sun, and my limbs bennmbS by want not ouite so apt to forgive injuries as he 
of motion but I could scarce persuade the ima^^ed, or to forget, that, if our dehver- 
Welshman to accept of this indulgence, he ance was owing to his mediation, our 
persisting in bis obstinacy to remain in irons calamity was occasioned by his malice 1 
until he should be discharged by a court- therefore sat silent, while my companion 
martial, which Im believed womd also do answered, — Ay, ay, *t]B no matter Got 
him jusUce on his enemies at length 1 re- knows the heart — ^there is a time for all 
presented to him the precarious issue of a things, as the wise man saith, there is a time 
trial, the power and interest of his adverse- for throwing away stones, and a time to 
riedf kud flattered his revenge with the hope gather them up again ” He seemed to be 
of wreaking his resentment with his own disconcerted at this reply, and went away m 
hands upon Mackshane, after our return to a pet, mutteiing something about ** ingrati- 
England This last argument had more tude” and feuows,” of which we did not 
wei^i with him than all the rest, and pre^ thmk fit to take any notice 
vailed upon him to repair with me to the cock- ^ Our fleet having joined another that waited 
pit, winch 1 no sooner entered than the idea for us, lay at anchor about a month in the 
of my departed friend presented itself to my harbour of Port Royal m Jamaica, during 
remembrance, and filled my eyes with tears which time something of conseauence was 
We discharge from our mess the boy who certainly transacted, notwithstanding the in- 
had acted so perfidiously, nothwithstanding smuations of some who affirmed we had no 
his tears, entreaties, and professions of pern- business at all ih that place , that, m order to 
tence for what he had done , hut hot more take the advantage of the season proper for 
he had confessed that the surgeon had bribed our enterprise, the West- India squadron, 
him to give evidence against us withe pair of which had previous notice of our coming, 
stockings, and a Couple of old dieck sfa^, of ought to have jomed us at the west end of 
which his servant had since plundered^im Hispaniola, with necessaiy stores and re- 

The keys of our chests a^ lodwxs fresnments, from whence we could have 

sent to us by the doctor, we detained Itiie sailed directly for Carthagena, before the 
incssenger until we bad exisnined enemy could put themselves m a good pos- 

tents, and my fellow-mate flndinguXt'Ma tare of defbnee, or indeed have on inkling of 
Cheshire cheese ccmsnmed to a cfostf'his our design Be thw as it will* we sailed 
brandy exhausted, and his onions goiie>, Ms from Jamaica, and in tendays or a fortnight, 
seizca with a fit of choler, whicn he md- beat up against the wmd as fiur as the isle of 
, clmrged on Maokahmie’s man w oallui and Vache, with an intention# as was said, to 
execrations, tfareatmiing to prosecute Idip as attack the French fleet# then supposed to he 
a thief The Mow swor^ in hw tern/lihat lying near that place : M hefiire we aitived, 
be never had the tteys in ins imssessitei^till tWy had saded for Euri^, haying first dis- 
that time, wbrnt received ttiem from ins patebsd an advu^boat to Gaith^ietia with 
master, with orders to dehver^them ko us ^ account of .odr being in those seas, as 
^^■As Got mdge,” cned Morgan, **and also of our strength and destmation We 
» idfapifittott, and my witness, adio6oeif)er has loitered Here some days longer, taking m 
my provisiens is a lousy^ paggatly, wood and braekish water, mt& use whereof, 



05 


ADVENTUBES OF RODERICK RANDOM 

however, our admiral seemed to consult the erecting a Piscine hattery to cannonade the 
hholth or the men, by restnctmg each to a principal fort of the enemy f and in something 
quart a-day At length we set sail, and ar- more than three weeks it wqs ready to open 
nved i n a bay to tho windward of Cartba- That we might do the .Spmmiiirds as much 
""SOBS^hexo we came to an anchor, and ley honour as possible, it was determined, in a 
at our ease ten days longer. Here agam council of war, that five of our largest ships 
certain malicious peojde took occasion to should attack the fort on one side, while the 
blai]^e the conduct of their sapehorSf by battery, strengthened by two mortars and 
saying, that m so doing, they not only vah. twenty-four Cohoms, should ply it on the 
profitably wasted time, which was very pre- other 

Clous, considering the approach of the rainy Accordingly, the signal for our ship to en- 

season, but also allowed the Spaniards to gage, among others, was hoisted, we being 
recollect themselves firom the tenor ogca* advertised we night before to make every 
sioned by the approach of an English fleet, thmg clear for that purpose , and in so doing, 
at least three times as numerous as ever a mfference happened between Captain 
appeared in that part of the world before. Oakum and his welUbeloved cousin and 
But, if 1 might be flowed to give my ojnmon counsellor Mackshane, which had well nigPi 
of the matter, I would ascribe this dday to tenmnated in open rupture The doctor, 
the generosity of our chiefs, who scorned to who had imaging there was no more danger 
take any advantage that fortune might give of bemg hurt by the enemy’s shot in the 
them, even over an enemy At last, how- cockpit than in the centre of the earth, was 
ever, we weighed, and anchored again some- lately informed that a surgeon’s mate had 
what nearer the harbour’s mouth, where been killed in that part of the ship by a can- 
we made shift to land our marines, who non-ball from two small redoubts that were 
encamped on the beach m despite of the destroyed before the disembarkation of our 
enemy’s shot, which knocked a good many soldiers, and therefore insisted upon having 
of them on the head This piece of con- a platform raised for the convenience of the 
duct, in choosmg a camp under the walls of sick and wounded in the after-hold, where 
an enemy’s fortification, which 1 believe he deemed himself more secure than on the 
never happened before, was practised, I pre- deck above The captain, offended at this 
sume, with a view of accustoming the solmers extraordinary proposal, accused him of pusil- 
to stand fire, who were not as yet much died lammity, and told him there was no room in 
to discipline, most of them having been the hold for such an occasion , or if there 
taken from the plough-tail a few months be- was, he could not expect to be indulged 
fore This expedient, again, has furnished more than the rest of the surgeons of the 
matter for censure a^inst the rninist^, for navy, who used the cockpit for that purpose 
sending a few raw recruits on such an im- Fedr rendering Mackshanig obstinate, he 
portant enterprise, while so many veteran persisted in his demand, and showed his in- 
regiments lay inactive at home but surely structions, by which it was authorised The 
our governors had their reasons for so doing, captain swore these instructions were dic- 
which possibly may be disclosed with other tated by a parcel of lazy poltroons who were 
secrets of the deep Perhaps they were loth never at sea, nevertheless, he was obliged 
to nsk their best troops on such desperate ser- to comply, and 6ent for the carpenter to give 
vice , or the colonels and field officers of the him orders about it , but, before any such 
old corps, who, generally speaking, enjoyed measure could be taken, our signal was 
their commissions as sinecures or pensions thrown out, and the doctor compeUed to 
for some domestic services tendered to the trust his carcass in the cockpit, where Mor- 
court, refused to embark in such a dangerous gan and I were busy in putting our instru- 
and precarious undertaking for which re- ments and dressings in order 
fhsal, no doubt, they are much to be com-^ Om ship, with others destined for this 
mended service, immediately weighed, and, in less 

than half an hour, came to an anchor before 
the castle of Boca Chica, with a spring upon 
CHAPTEB XXXll our cable , and the cannonading (which in- 

deed was temble') began The surgeon, 
Our land forces being dtsembarkedf erect a after having crossed himself, fell fial on tho 
^ fascine battery-'-ihjtr ship is ordered^ deck , and the chaplain and purser, who were 
with four more% to hatter the fort of stationed us m quality of assistants, 
Boca Chiea^Macksha»e*s eoisardcco— followed Igs Sample, while the Welshman 
rke chaplattCs frenxp^honeH Rattlin and I sat upon a cheat looking at ^ne another 
loses one hand^his herotsntf and r^ec- with diacomposure, scarce able to re- 
tfofisoitthe Wt{e--*0ram|pley’sbek<tvf9ur frain ftom the like prostration And that 
to ms dumng the heat of the fight the reader ih&y know it was not a common 

occasion that luarmed us thus,! must inform 
OvB fiirces hemg landed and stationed him of the particulars of this dreadful dm 
as I have already mentioned, set about that astoniilDUBd us. The fire of the Span- 
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lords proceeded ftom oight^^fouripN^ ^os, t had to deal with one coili^ <yf Spoo Chica 
beeide e mortar and aftisll on^wt in only, we had opened 1^ hipihour, and e\- 

<^cii»tfaiity-BixinEortSi|osi^)ia tjim poa^ ouisdives tp the whole fire of the 

two fiiscine hattenieis, dnd W war, enemy from their shipwng and For t St 

mounting sixty-four mos ewsh. This was seph, as well as from the oasde we iiewuilttP 
answered by our Ifuid eatleiyy moumfied wiUi to cannonade , that, besides, we lay at too 
tweuty-one cannon, two mniAam ^reata distance to danmge the walls, and 

four cohoms, and five fifsiat slnps j6f eighty three parts-in four of our shot md n^ take 
or seventy mms^lhatdred without interiiiiS8<» place, for there was scarce, a^y My on 
ion We had net been ^e^y minutes en* mrd who understood the pomttng of a gun 
gaged, whe^i onn tf l}ie sailors brought Ah! -God help us'*’ continu^he, <Mf your 
another on |kiB faai^ to thh cockpit, where kinsman, Lieatenant BowHng, had been 
he tossed,h<™ 6own bke a bag of oats, and hem, weshoidd haVe had other guess-work ” 
pulling out hts pouch, put a large chew of By this time our patients had increased to 
tobacco 'hi his miluth without speaking u such a number, that wc did not know which 
word. Morgan immediately examined the to begin with , and the first^ mate plainly 
• condition of Uie wounded man, and cned told the surgeon, that if he did not get up 
out,— -'^As I shall answer now, the man is immediate!^, nnd perform his duty, he would 
as lead as iny greatgrandfather ** “ Dead!” complain of his behaviour to the admiral, 
said his comrade, ** lie may be dead now, fbr and make application for hiS warrant This 
aught 1 know, but I’ll be damn’d if he was remoni^trahce efiectually roused Mackshanc, 
net alive when 1 took him up ” So saying, who wdsnever deaf toap argument in which 
he was about to return to bis quarters,, when he though| his interest was concerned , lie 
J bade liim carry the body along with him, therefore rose up, and, m order to strengthen 
and throw it overboard « D— n the body*” his resolution, had recourse moire than once 
said he, **1 thmk ’tis fikir enough if 1 lake to a case-bottle of rum, which he freely corn- 
care of my own,^ My fellow-mate snatch' munlcated to the chaplain and purser, wlio 
mg up the ampdtal^lon knife, pursued him had as much need of such extraordinary in- 
haif-way np ^ eo^kpst ladder, crying, — spiration as himself Being thus supported, 
^you iouay mans], w this the ohurch-yiid« h© went to work, and arms and le^ were 
or ^ d^nel-house, or the sepulchre, or 4ewed down without mercy The fumes of 
the 6o!gom of the ship'*” but was stopped th^liquor mounting into tne parson’d brain, 
m hifi %y one caiung,*-** Yo ho, avoid; conspired, with his former agitation of spirits, 
therO-Hmal^ngB “Scaldings'” answered to make him quite delirious he stnpped 
Motgqn, *^Oot knows, ’tie hot enough in- hhnself to the skin, and, besmearing his 
deed, who are you^” Here’s one,” rephed body with blood, could scarce be withheld 
the voice f and I immediately knew it to be firom running upon deck m that condition 
that of my honest fnend Jack Rattlin, who, Jack Rattlm, scandalized at this deportment, 
foming towards me, told me, with great endeavoured to allay his transports with 
deliberation, he was come to be docked at reason , but finding all he said ineifectual, 
lost, and discovered the remains of one and great confusion occasioned by his frolics, 
hand which had been shattered to pieces he knocked him down with his right hand, 
wiUi a grape^hol 1 lamented witli mi- and by threats kept him quiet in that state 
feigned his misfortune, which be of humiliation But it was not in the power 

bore with .heroic courage, Qbs8i?Viiiig,,,^tte of nwn to elevate tlie purser, who sat on the 
every shot had its commission , jt was wm] floor wringing his hands, and cursing the 
jt did not take him in the head, or, if xt bad, hour m which he left his peaceable profess- 
Vrhat then? be should have died bray^,^ ion of a brewer in Rochester, to enga^ in 
fighting for to king and couatry Qeuth such a life of terror and disquiet while 
xvaa a debt which every man owe^ and we diverted ourselves at the expense of this 
must pay , and that now was as as poor devil, a shot hapjiencd to take us bc- 
aiiotber tune I was much please^ lOitM- tween wind and water, and (its course being 
fiod with tbe maxims of this sea^phdjMM tbreuA the purser’s store-room) made a 

v\boeiiito«d toiUDQputettoi^hiA.iidtn terrible havock and noise amcnig the jars 
aithout shrinking, ^lie operation beiw|ter- and bpttles m its way, and disconcerted 
formed, at to requpst, y after Mack- Mackshane so much, thSat he dropt h<s 
shanc, who was with difficidty prm^M to scalpel, pnd, falling dom on his knees, pro- 
..lift hiB head from the deck, htf dr^^tu^ nounced his paternosjter dovd; the purser 
there a as a neceksitj for his Ipsmif the fell backward, and without sense 6r mo- 
Uub. Whale 1 was employed m drstong tion, and the chaplaur grew eo outrageous, 
the stump, 1 asked Jack’s qptnion pt the Oiat Rattlm with t»4b hand could not keep 
halfle, WM, shstog his headi frank^>. told him under ; so that were obliged to con- 
me, be believed we should do no goots^’for fine him hi the surgeoh’s cabin, where he 
why» because instead of droppohg S^hor Was no doubt |MItT ot a thousand extrava- 
istm imder shore, where we iinuld bave]gancies. Mito abdut this time, my old 
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aata^[onist Crwpley came down, with ex^ 
ordera^ aa he aaid> to hnn^ me op to 
the quarter^decki to dteas a alight WiMind 
^ the captam had ^received by a splinter ; hia 
l^SSShxl fbr honoui^ng me m particular with 
this piece of service being, that, in case 1 
should be killed or disabled by the way, my 
dq^th or mutilation would be of less conse* 
quence to the ship’s company than that 
uie doctor or his first mate. At another 
time, perhaos, 1 might have disputed his 
order, to which I was not bound to pay the 
least regard , but as I thought my reputation 
depended upon my compliance, I was re- 
solved to convince my rival that 1 was no 
more airaid tlian he of exposing myself to 
danger With this view I provided myself 
with dressings, and followed him immediately 
to the quarter-deck, through a most mfemal 
scene of slaughter, hre, smoke, and uproar! 
Captain Oakurn, who leaned against the 
mizen-mast, no sooner saw me approach m 
my shirt, with the sleeves tucked up to my 
arm-pits, and my hands dyed with blood, 
than he signified nts displeasure by a frown, 
and asked why the doctor himself did not 
come*^ 1 told him Crampley had singled me 
out, as if by express command , at which 
reply he seemed surprized, and threatened 
to punish the midshipman for his presump- 
tion after the engagement in the .mean 
time 1 was sent back to my station, and 
ordered to tell Mackshane that the captam 
expected him immediately I got safe back, 
and delivered my commission to the doctor, 
who flatly refused to quit the post assigned 
to him by his instructions , whereupon Mor- 
gan, v^ho, I believe, was jealous of my repu- 
tation for courage, undertook the affair, and 
ascended with great intrepidity The cap- 
tain finding the surgeon obstinate, suffered 
himself to be dressed, and swore he would 
confine Mackshane as soon as the service 
should be o\cr 


CHAPTER XXIII 

A breach beinff made tn the walls, our 
diers give the assault, and take the pl0e 
without oppositiorir^ur sailors at the 
same time become masters of aU the other 
strengths near Boca Chtca, and take pos^ 
session of the harbour^the good conse* 
quence of this atfcccas— ire motjc nearer 
the townr-^find two forts deserted, and the 
ehmnel blocked up with sunk vessels, 
which, however, we find means to clears 
land our soldiers at La Quinta-^epuise 
a body of mihtia^-^lack the castle of St 
Lazar, and are forced to retreat with 
great loss--^e remains of <mr armq are 
re^emharked^'^n -effort of the admiral to 
take the tawnn-4he economy of our ewpc* 
datum described 
4 P* 


Having cannonaded the fort during tlie space 
of four bours,^ we Were all ordered to slip our 
C^les and sheer offi biiMmxt day the en- 
gagement "was xenewed, apd eontmued from 
the mdrmng till the afternoon, when the 
enemy’e fire from Boca Cblca slackeoed, and 
towards evening was quite silenced A 
breach being made on the other side by our 
iand baUery, large enough to admit e, middle- 
sized baboon, provided he could find means to 
climb up to It, our general proposed to give 
the assault that very night, and actually or- 
dered a detachment on that duty Providence 
stood our friend upon this occasion, and put 
It into the hearts of tiie Spaniards to abandon 
the fort, which might have been, maintained 
by resolute men till the day of judgment, 
against all the force we could exert in the at- 
tack , and while our soldiers took possession 
of the enemy’s ramparts Without resistance, 
the same good luck attended a body of sailors, 
who made themselves masters of fort St 
Joseph, the fascine batteries, atid One Span- 
ish man of war , the other three being burnt 
or sunk by the file, that they might not fall 
into our hands The taking of these forts, 
m the strength of which the Spaniards chiefly 
confided, made us masters of the outward 
harbour, and occasioned great joy among us, 
as we laid our accounts with finding little or 
ii6 opposition from the town , and indeed, if 
a few great ships had sailed up immediate]} , 
before Uicy had recovered from the confusion 
and despair that our unexpected success had 
produced among them, it is not impobsiblo 
that wc might have finished the affair to our 
satisfaction without any more bloodshed , 
but this step our heroes disdained, as a bar- 
barous insult over the enemy’s distress, and 
gave them all the respite they could desire, 
m order to recollect themselves In the 
mean time Mackshane, taking the advantage 
of this general exultation, waited on our cap- 
tam, and pleaded his own cause effectually, 
that be was re-established in his good graces , 
and 08 for Crampley, there was no more 
notice taken of his behaviour towards 
me during the action But of all the con- 
sequences of the Victory, none was more 
graaeful than plenty of fresh water, after we 
bad languished five weeks on the allowance 
of a purser’s quatt per diem for each man, 
in the torrid zone, where the sun was verti- 
cal, and the expense of bodily fluid so great, 
that a gallon of liquor could scarce supply 
the waste off twenty-four hours , espcciallv 
as OUT provision consisted ofputnd salt beef, 
to which the sailors gave tlie name of Irish 
horse, salt pork of New Engbrnd, which, 
though neither fish nor fleidi, savoured of 
both , bread from the Same country, every 
biscuit whereof, like a piece of clock-work, 
’moved by its own internal impulse, occa- 
sioned ^ihe myriads of insects that dwelt 
Withm ft; and butter servedout by the gill, 
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that tasted like traui-oil thickened With jalt complaisance in the Spaniards^ was wise 
Instead of sinall beer, each man was allowed enot^h to retreat on board with the lemains 
three half quartejms of brandy oar ram, whihh of his army, which, from eight thousand able 
were districted every ddutC with men landed on the beach near Boca Cbica, 

a certain quantity of the water, without, was now reduced to fifteen hundred fitp 
eitbersugar or fruit to readmit palatable «for^ service The sick and wounded were 
which reason this composition wds, the squeezed mto certam vessels, which thence 
sailors, not unaptly, itecaafftp. Nor c^tamed the name of hospital ships, thoi^h 
was this limitation of annate elcsuent owing methinke they scarce deserved such a cremt- 
to a scarcity of it oiifioara, for there was at aide title, seeing few of them could boast of 
this time water eunogh in the ship for a voy- iheir surgeon, nurse, or cook , and the space 
age of Bxji months, at the rate of half a gsL between decks was so confined, that the mis- 
lon per day to eaqh man ; but this fast must, erablo patients had not room to sit upright in 
I suppose, hawaheen enjoined by way of pen-, their beds Their wounds and stumps being 
ance on t|te ship’s company for their sins , or neglected, contracted filth and putrefaction, 
rather vnUi a view to mortify them into a and millions of maggots were hatched amidst 
contempt of lifb, that they might thereby the corruption of their sores This inhuman 
become more resolute and regaroiees of dan- disregard was imputed to the scarcity of sur- 
ger. How simply, then, do those people goons, though it is well known that every 
argue, who ascribe the great mortality among great ship in the fleet could have spared one 
us to our bad provision and want of water , at least for this duty , an expedient which 
and affirm, that a great many valuable lives would have been more than sufficient to 
might have been saved, if the useless trans- remove this shocking inconvenience But 
ports had been employed in fetching fresh perhaps the general was too much of a gen- 
block, turtle, fruit, and other refreshments tleman to ask a favour of this kind from his 
from Jamaica, and otlier adjacent islands, for fellow-chief, who, on the other hand, would 
the use of the army and fleet , seeing, itm to not derate so much from his own dimity 
bo hoped, that those who died went tp abet- as to oner such assistance unasked , for 1 
ter place, and those who survived were the may venture to affirm, that by this time the 
more easily mamtainod* After all, a suffi- demon of discord, with her sooty wings, had 
cientnumberremained to fall before the walls breathed her infiuence upon our counsels, 
of St Lazar, lyhcre they bohaved like their and it might be said of these great men (I 
own coimtry mastifib, which shut their eyes, hope they will pardon the comparison), as of 
run into the jaws of a bear, and have their Cmsar and Pompey, the one could not brook 
heads crushed for their valour a superior, and the other was impatient of 

But to return to my narration .^After an equal , so that, between the pride of one 
having put garrisons into the forts we had and insolence of another, the enterprise mis- 
taken, and re-embarked our soldiers and ar- earned, according to the proverb, — “between 
tdlery, a piece of service that detained us two btools the backside falls to the ground 
more than a week, we ventured up to the Not that I would be thought to liken any 
mouth of the inner harbour, guaraed by a public concern to that opprobrious part of the 
large fortification oo one side, and a snioll human body, though I might with truth as- 
redoubt on the other, both of which were de- sert, if I durst use such a vulgar idiom, that 
seried before our approach, and the entrance the nation did hang an a — se at its disap- 
of the harbour blocked up by several o|d gaf- pomtrne'nt on this occasion , neither would 
leons, and two men of war tlmt the enemy I presume to compare the capacity of our 
had sunk in the channel We made shift, heroic leaders to any such wooden conve- 
however, to open a passage for some ships, niance as a^oint-stool, or a close-stool, but 
that fiivoured a second landing of our trodps, <mly to signify by this simile, the mistake the 
at a place called La Qumta, not far firon^he Mople committed in trusting to the union of 
town, where, after a ftunt resistance frmn a two instruments that were never jbined 
body of Spaniards, who opposed 4heirdisem«> ^ A day or two after the attempt on St La- 
barkation, encamped, with a de^gn of aar, tlie admiral ordered one of the Spanish 
besieging the eastle of St Lazar, which dset- men of war we bad taken to be mounted with 
looked and commanded the oify^ WtiMi|9f sixteen guns, and manned with detachments 
our mnowned general had n<d)Ody in his anfiy ftom our gr^t ships in order to batter the 
who knew bow to approa<^ltiti ftwro, or that town Accordingly she was towed into the 
he trusted entirely tothe fkme ofhis arm f inner haibour in theniglit, and moored with- 
shall not determine, hift certam it is, 1 m half aihile of the wflls, agamst which she 
lotion was taken m a council of wartoattk^ began to fire at daypbreak, and contmnod 
the idace With musketiyonte, This wai^t mboutsixhpurs exposed totho opposition of 
in ^eontion, and succeeded nocordinl^; at least thirty * pieces of cannon, which at 
thi litemy giving them such a bea^y mlSp- length obliged our men to set her on fire, and 
tiofi, the greatest part of g^ off as well as ihey could m their boots 

ioot/up^tteir everlasting on ihe Tlim piece of oondiMStaffbrded matter of spe- 

8poL« ^ nut rdmliiii^ this of eolation to sH wits either hi the army or 
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navy, who weire at last lain to acknowledge 
It was a Btroke of policy above then* coinpre. 
hensTon. Some entertained each an irrever* 
^ ent opinion of the adnurars undenstandmg, 
as fi^mk he expected the town would sur- 
render to his doaUng battery of sixteen guns. 
Others imagmed his sole intention was to try 
jhe enemy’s strength, by which be should be 
able to compute the number of mat ships 
that would be necessary to ^rce Ae town to 
a capitulation ' but this last conjecture soon 
appeared groundless, inasmuch as no ships 
of any kind whatever were afterwards em- 
ployed on that service A third sort swore, 
that no other cause could be assigned for 
this undertaking, than that which induced 
Don Quixote to attack the windmill, A 
fourth class (and that the most numerouo, 
though, without doubt, composed of the san- 
guine and malicious) plainly taxed this com- 
mander with want of honesty, as well as 
sense , and alleged that be ought to have 
sacrificed pnvate pique to the interest of his 
country , that where the lives of so many 
brave fellow-citizens were concerned, he 
ought to have concurred with the general, 
wi^out being solicited, or even desired, to- 
wards their preservation and advantage , 
that if his arguments could not dissuade him 
from a desperate enterprise, it was his duty 
to have rendered it as practicable as possible, 
without running extreme hazard , that thyi 
could have been done, with a good prospect 
of success, by ordering five or six large ships 
to batter the town, while the land forces 
stormed the castle , by these means a consid- 
erable diversion would have been made m 
favour of those troops, who, in their march 
to the assault, and in the retreat, suffered 
much more from the town than from the cas- 
tle , that the inhabitants, seeing themselves 
vigorously attacked on all hands, would have 
been divided, distracted, and confused, and, 
in all probability, unable to resist tlie assail- 
ants But all these suggestions surely pro- 
reeded from ignorance and malevolence, or 
else the admiral would not have found it such 
an easy matter, at his return to England, 
to justify his conduct to a ministry at once 
BO upright and discerning True it is, that 
those who undertook to vindicate him on the 
spot, ojsserted that there was not Water 
enough fbr our great ships near the town , 
though tins was a little unfortunately urged, 
because there happened to be pilots in the 
fleet perfectly well acquainted with the sound- 
ings of the harbour, who affirmed there was 
water enough for five eighty-gun ships to lie 
a-breast, almost up at the very walls The 
disappointments we suffered occasioned an 
universal dejection, which was not at all 
alleviated by the objects that daily and hourly 
entertained our eyes, nor by t;he prospect of 
what must have inevitably happened, had we 
remained nftichlonger m this place* Such was 
the economy in some ships, that, rather than 


be at the trouble of interring the dead, the 
commanders ordered the men to throw their 
boffiea overboard, mimy without either ballast 
or windmg-sheet , so that numbers of human 
carcases floated in the harbour, until they 
were devoured by sharks and carrion crows, 
which offiirded no ogreealde spectacle to those 
who survived At the same time the wet 
season began, during which a deluge of ram 
feUs feom the rising to the setting of the sun 
without intenniasion ; and that no sooner 
ceases than it begins to thunder and lighten 
wjith such continual flashing that one can see 
to read a very small pnnt by the illumination 


CHAPTER XXXIV 

An epidemic fever ragee among us — we 
abandon our conquests — / am seized with 
the distemper f write c netitum to the 
captain^ which is rejectei — 1 am m dan- 
ger of suffocation through the malice 
of Crampley , and relieved by a serjeant — 
my fever increases — the chaplain wants to 
coi^ess me — I obtain a favourable cruts 
— Morgan's affection for me proved — the 
behaviour of Mackshane and Crampley 
towards me — Captain Oakum is removed 
into another skip, with his beloved doctor 
— nciD captain described — an adven- 
ture of Morgan 

The change of the atmosphere, occasioned 
by this phenomenon, conspired, with the 
stench that surrounded us, the heat of the 
climate, our own constitutions impover- 
ished by bad provisions, and our despair, to 
introduce the bilious fever among us, which 
raged with such violence, that three-feurths 
of those whom it invaded died in a deplorable 
manner, the colour of their skin being, by the 
extreme putrefaction of tbeir juices, changed 
into that of soot 

Our conductors, finding things in this situ- 
ation, perceived it was high time to relinquish 
our conquests , and this we did, after having 
rendered their artillery useless, and blown up 
their walls with gunpowder Just as we 
sailed from Boca Chica on our return to Ja- 
maica, 1 found myself threatened with the 
symptoms of this terrible distemper, and 
knowing very well that l*stood no chance for 
my life, if 1 should be obliged to he in the 
cockpit, which by this time was grown intol- 
erable even to people in health, by reason of 
the heat and unwholesome smell of decayed 
provision, 1 wrote a petition to the captain, 
representing my case, and humbly imploring 
hiB peraiission to he among the soldiers m 
the middle debk, for the l^nefit of the air 
but I might have spared myself the trouble , 
fbr this humane commander reflised my re- 
quest, and ordered me to continue in the 
place allotted for the surgeon's mate**, or else 
to be contented to he in the hospital, which, 
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by the was three degrees more offimsive 
and more suffocatiDg than our own berth be^ i 
low. Another in my co^ditioBi pethaps* < 
would have submitted to hie fate, and died 
m a pet , but I could not brook the thoughts 
of penshing so pitifully^ alter 1 had wOfUli- 
ered so many gales of haid forhme I there*^ 
lore, without imndum Oaknm’s injunctiou, 
prevaileji upoh the somlexs (whose good will 
1 had acquired} to admit tny hammock among 
them, andactualiy oohg^tnlated upon 
tny comfortable situation, which Crampley 
no sooner understood, than he eigmfiod to 
the eaptam twf contempt of hia orders, and 
was^ lOyested with the power to turn me down 
again huto my proper habitation This bar- 
barous piece of revm^ incensed me so much 
against the author, that 1 vowed, with bitter 
imprecations, to call him to u severe account, 
if ever it should be m my power , and the 
agitation of my spirits increased my fever to 
a violent degree While I lay gasping for 
breath in this infernal abode, 1 was visited 
by a sei^eant, the bones of w liose nose I had { 
reduced and set to rights, after they had been 
demolished by a splinter during our jast en- 
gagement He beuig informed of my con- 
dition, offered me the use of his berth in the 
middle deck, which was enclosed with can- 
vass, and well aired by a port-hole that re- 
mained open within it. I embraced this pro. 
posal with JOT, and was immediately con- 
ductedto the place, where 1 was treated, while 
my illness lasted, with the utmost tenderness 
and care by this grateful halberdier, who had 
no other bed for himself than a hencoop dur- 
ing the whole passage Here I lay, and en- 
joyed the breeze , notwithstanding which, ray i 
malady gained ground, and at length my lire 
was despaired of, though I never lost hopes 
of recovery, even when I had the mortifica- 
tion to see from my cabm window, six or 
seven thrown overboard every day, who died 
of the same distemper This confidence, 1 
am persuaded, conduced a great deal to Uie 
preservation of my life, especially when join- 
ed to another resolution 1 took at the begin- 
ning, namely, to refuse all modicme, which I 
could not help thinking co-operated with the 
disease, and instead of resisting putreAtoden, 
promoted a total degeneracy of the vital 
fluid When my friend Moigan, thereifore, 
brought 1)16 diaphoretic boluses, I put them m 
my mouth, ^tis true, but without any mten** 
tion of swallowing them, add, when he 
went away, spit them out, and washed my 
mouth with water-gruel I seemingly eqm- 
phed tn tins mannmr, tliat I ifiightnotsm^t 
tiie blood of OataiCtaeos, by a mfiisat 
might have intimated ja diffidence of his phy- 
"menf capacity; for he abted as? my physicioii, 
J^ctor Mackshane never once inquirmg^ut 
me, or even knowing where 1 
niy distemper was at the beighi^ llorgan 
tmpwbt mr case desperate , and^altet having 
applied a blister to the nape of iny|}eclv. 


squeezed my band, bidding tne, with a wo- 
fid countenance, recommend myself to Got 
and my Reteenier , then taking ins leave, 
desired the chaplain to come and administer^ 
some spiritual consolation to me , but 
he arrived, 1 made shift to nd myself of the 
troublesome application the Welshman had 
bestowed on my back The parson havmg 
felt my pulse, inquired into the nature of my 
complaints, hemmed a little, and bejgan thus 
— Mr Random, God out of his infinite mer- 
cy hath been pleased to visit you with a dread- 
fiil distemper, the issue of which no man 
knows You may be penmtted to recover 
and live many days on the face of the earth , 
and, which is more probable, you may be 
taken away and cut off in the flower of your 
youth , it IS incumbent on you, therefore, to 
prepare for the great change, by repenting 
sincerely of your sms , of this there cannot 
bo a greater sign, than an ingenuous confess- 
ion, which I conjure you to make, without 
hesitation, or mental reservation , and when 
1 am convinced of your sincerity, I will then 
give you such comfort as the situation of 
your soul will admit of Without doubt, you 
have^ been guilty of numberless transgress- 
ions to whi^ youth is subject, as swearing, 
drunkenness, whoredom, and adultery , tell 
me, therefore, without reserve, the particu- 
lars of each, especially the last, that I may 
bp acquainted with the true state of your 
conscience , for no physician will prescribe 
forhiB patient until he knows tlie circumstan- 
ces of bis disease ” As I was not under any 
apprehensions of death, I could not help 
smiling at the chaplain’s inquisitive remon- 
strance, which I told him savoured more of 
the Roman than of the protestant church, in 
recommending auricular confession , a thing, 
m my opinion, not at all necessary tn salva- 
tion, and which, for that reason, 1 declined 
This reply disconcerted him a little , how- 
ever,, he explained away bis meaning, in 
makmg learned distinctions between what 
was ifosolutely necessary, and what was only 
convenient then proceeded to ask wliat re- 
ligion I professed 1 answered, that 1 had 
not os yet considered the difference of reli- 
gions, consequently had not fixed on any one 
in particular, but that I was bred e presby- 
tenan. At this word the chaplain expressed 
great astonishment, and said he could not 
comprehend how a presbytenan was entitled 
to any post imder the English government 
Then he asked if I had ever received the 
sacrament, or taken the oaths ; to which 
questions 1 replying in the negative, he held 
up hiB hands, assiim me he could do me no 
service, wished I nn^t not be in a state of 
reprcfoation, and returned to his messmates, 
who were making merry in the ward-room, 
around a table welt stored with bumbo’*' and 

^ Bumbo IS « liqaor composed of ram, sugtir, 
wfttcr fiad nutmeg 
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wine This insinuation* temlnle as it was, 
*}iad not such an effect upon mO as the ^evi^r, 
which, soon after he had left me, grew out- 
ra^us , 1 began to see strange chimeras* 
anotioncluded myself on the point of becom- 
ing delinous , in the mean time, being in 
great danger of suffocation, 1 staried up m a 
kgid of frantic fit, with an intention to plunge 
tnysolf into the sea , and as my friend the 
serjeant was not present, would certainly 
liave cooled myself to some purpose, had I 
not perceived a moisture upon mv thifh, as 
1 endeavoured to get out of my hammock 
the appearance of this revived my hopes, 
and 1 had reflection and resolution enough to 
take the advantage of this favourable symp- 
tom, by tearing the shirt from my body, and 
sheets from my bed, and wrapping myself m 
a thick blanket, m which inclosure, for about 
a quarter of an hour, 1 felt the pains of hell , 
but It was not long before I was recompensed 
tor my suffering by a profuse sweat, that, 
bursting from the whole surface of my skin, 
in less than two hours relieved me from all 
my complaints, except that of weakness, and 
left me as hungry as a kite I enjoyed a very 
comfortable nap, after which I was regaling 
myself with the agreeable revery of my fu- 
ture happiness, when I heard Morgan, on the 
outside of the curtain, ask the serjeant if I 
was alive still ** “ Alive,” cried the other, 
God forbid he should be otlierwise ^ he has 
lam quiet these five hours, and 1 do not choose 
to disturb him, for sleep will do him great 
servic*^ ” “ Aye,” said my fellow-mate, “ be 
sleeps so sound, look you, that he will never 
waken till the great trump blows Got be 
merciful to his soul ' he has paid his debt 
like an honest man Aye, and moreover, he 
13 at rest from all persecutions, and troubles, 
and afflictions, of which, Got knows, and I 
know, lie had his own share Oebreo » 
ochree ’ he was a promising youth, indeed ” 
So saying, he groaned grievously, and began 
to whine in such a manner as persuaded me 
he had a real friendship for me The ser- 
geant, alanned at his words, came into the 
berth, and, while he looked upon me, I smiled, 
and tipped him the wink , he immediately 
guessed my meaning, and remaining silent, 
Morgan was confirmed m his opinion of mv 
being dead , whereupon he approached with 
tears in his eyes, in order to indulge his grief 
with the sight of the object , and I counter- 
feited death so well, by fixing my eyes, and 
dropping my under jaw, that he said, — 
“ There he lies, no petter than a lump of 
clay, Got help me and observed by the 
distortion of my face, that I must have had 
a strong struggle 1 should not have been 
able to contain myself much longer, when he 
began to perform the last duty of a fnend, 
in closing my eyes and rliy mouth , upon 
which 1 suddenly snapped at his fingers, and 
discomposed him so much, that he started 
back, turned pifie as ashes, and stared like 
54* 


the picture of horror Although 1 could not 
h^p laughing at his a)>pewnce, 1 was con. 
ceUied mr ms situation, lufid stretched out 
my band, telling him 1 hoped to live and cat 
some salmagundy of his making m England 
It was some time before he could recollect 
himself so far as to feel my pulse, and 
inquire into the particulars of my disease, 
but when he found 1 had enjoy^ a favourable 
crisis, he conmtulated me upon my good 
fortune, not famng to ascribe it, under Got, 
to the blister he had applied to my back at 
his last visit, which, by the by, said he, roust 
now be removed and dressed He was actu- 
^ly going to fetch dressings, when 1, feign- 
ing astonishment, said, — “ Bless me ' sure 
you never applied a blister to me , there is 
nothing on my back, I assure you ” But he 
could not be convinced till he had exaniined 
it, and then endeavoured to conceal Ins con- 
fusion, by expressing his surprise in finding 
the skin untouched, and the plaster missing 
In order to excuse myself for paying so httJe 
regard to his prescription, 1 pretended to 
have been insensible when it was put on, and 
to have pulled it off afterwards m a fit of 
delirium 

This apology satisfied my friend, who, oti 
this occasion, abated a good deal of his 
stiffness in regard to punctilio , and as we 
were now safiuy arrived at Jamaica, where I 
had the benefit of fresh provisions and other 
refreshments, I recovered strength every day, 
and, in a short time, my health and vigour 
were perfectly re-established When 1 got 
up at first, and was just able to cravil 
about the deck with a staff in my hand, I met 
Doctor Mackshane, who passed by me with 
a disdainful look, and did not vouchsafe to 
honour me with one word After him came 
Cramploy, wlio, strutting up to me, with a 
fierce countenance, pronounced, — “ Here’s 
fine discipline on board, when such lazy 

sltulking 6011*1 of b s os you are allowed, 

on pretence of sickness, to lollop at your ease, 
while your betters are kept to hard duty 
The sight and behaviour of this malicious 
scoundrel incensed me so much, that I could 
scarce refrain from laying my cudgel across 
hisqiate , but when I considered my present 
feebleness, and the enemies I had m the ship, 
who wanted only a pretence to ruin me, I 
restrained my passion, and contented my- 
self with telling him, I had not forgotten his 
insolence and malice, and that 1 hoped wc 
should nieet one day on shore At this 
declaration he mnned, shook his fist, and 
swore he longed for notiiing more than such 
an opportunity 

Meanwhile our ship was ordered to be 
heaved dowfi, victualed, and watered, for 
her retuni to FSfiglana , and our captain, for 
some reasen or other, not thinking it conve- 
nient for him to revisit bis native country 
at this time, exchanged with a gentleman, 
who, on the other band, wished for notlung 
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so much as to be safe witliouttlie tropic $ dl 1 hope you wiU forgive, and 

hiB care and tenderness of hibsself haum CKcuse, and pardon, the presumption of one 

sufficient to preserve his complexion irom who has not the honour of being known unto 
the injuries of the sun and wofLther. you, but who is, nevertheless, a shentLgmaii « 

Our tyrant having left, the mp, and car- porn and pred, and moreover has had mis. 
nod his favourite Mackshane along fortunes, Got help me, in the world ” Here 
him, to my inexpressive sat^action, our he was interrupted by the captain, who, on 
new commander came on board m a ten- seeing him, bad started up with great amane- 
oared barge, overS^dowed With a vast urn. ment at the novelty of the apparition, and 
brella, ei^ appeaxisd m every thing the re. having recollected himself, pronounced, with 
verse of Oahum# being a tdl, thm, young a look and tone signifying disdain, curiosity 
man, dressed m .this manner ‘—A white hat, and surprise, — “ Zauns * who art thou'*” “ 1 
garnished With a, red feather, adorned his am sfirgeon’s firbt mate on board of thib 
head, from w^ilce his hair flowed upon ship,” replied Morgan, “and 1 most vehc- 
his shouddsra, in ringlets, tied behind with a mently desiie and beseech you, with all 
ribbon, iHs coat, consisting of pink-coiour- submission, to be pleased to condescend and 
ed Silk lined with white, by the elegance of vouchsalo to inquire into my character, and 
the cut retiied backward, os it were to dis- my pehaviour, and my deserts, winch, under 
cover a white satin waistcoat embroidered Got, I hope, will entitle me to the vacanev 
with gold, unbuttoned at the upper part to of surgeon.” As he proceeded in his speech 
display a broach set with garnets, that ght. be continued advancing towards the captain, 
tered ui the breast of his shirt, which was of whose nostrils were no sooner saluted with 
theflnest cambnek, edged with right Mechlin the aromatic flavour that exhaled from him. 
The knees of his crimson velvet breeches than he cried with great emotion, — “ Heaven 
scarcely descended so low as to meet his preserve me * I am suffocated • FeUow, fel- 
silk stockings, which rose without spot or low, away with thee Curse thee, fellow ' 
wrinkle on lus meagre legs, from shoes of get thee gone 1 shall be stunk to deatli *” 
hiiic Meroquin, studded with diamond buckles, At the noise of his outcries, his servants ran 
tliat flamed forth rivals to the sun* A into his apartment, and he accosted them 
stoel-hdted sword, inlaid with gold, and deck, thus — “Villains’ cut-lbroats’ traitors’ 1 
<d with a knot of ribbon which fell down in am betrajed ’ 1 am sacrificed’ — Will you 
a nch tassel, equipped his side , and an am- not carry that monster away ** or must T be 
ber-headed cane hung dangling from his stifled with the stench of him ’ Oh ’ oh ’” 
vvriat. But the most remarkable parts of his With these' intcijections he sunk down upon 
furniture were a mask on his face, and white his settee in a fit , his valet-de-chambre 
gloves on his hands, which did not seem to plied him witli a smelling-bottle, one footman 
be pfit on with an intention to be pulled off chafed his temples with Hungary water, 
occasionally, but were fixed with a curious another sprinkled the floor with spirits of 
ring on the little flngcr of each hand In lavender, a third pushed Morgan out of the 
this garb Captain Whiffle (for that was his cabm , who, coming to the place where 1 
name) took possession of the ship, surround* was, sat down, with a demure countenance, 
ed with a crowd of attendants, all of whom, and, according to h)s custom, when he 
in their different degrees, seemed to be of received any indignity which he durst not 
their patron’s disposition , and the air was revenge, be^n to sing a Welsh ditty 1 
80 impregnated with perfumes, that one may guessed he was under some agitation of 
venture to affirm that the clime of Arabia spints, and desired to know the cause , but, 
Felix was not half so sweeUscented My instead of answering me directly, he asked, 
^low mate, observing no surgeon among with great emotion, if I thought him a mon- 
his tram, thought be had found an occasioii ster and a stinkard'* “A monster and a 
too favourable for himself to be neglect , aUnkard said I, with some surprise, “ did 
find remembering the old proverb,— “'Spare anybody call you so “*” “ Got is my judge,” 
to speak, and spare to speed,” resolved to rej^ied he, “ Captain Fifle did call me both , 
solicit the new captain’s interest immeffiately, f^Oi^and all the water in the Tawy will not 
before any other surgeon could be appotnbw wash it out of my remembrance 1 do affirm 
for the smp With this view, he repaired ^and avouch, and maintain, witli my soul, and 
to the KSkhxn in his oidmaSy dress, con^tmg my pody, and my plood, look you, that I 
qf k check shirt and trowsere, a hroli!^ liave no smelly about me, but such as a 
linen waistcoat, and a nightcap of tlie Ghilstian ou^t to have, except the effluvia 
fneitfaer of them very clean), which, fox 1^’ "of tobacco, which is a cephalic, odoriferous, 
mith^misfoTtune, haqipened to smell strong aromatic heih, and he is a son of a mountain 
of l^ebacco Entering without any oeremony goat who says otherwise. As for my being 
into this sacred place, be flmnd Captain a monster, let that be as it is : I am as Got 
Vi^hifflle reposing on a couch, with a wrapper was pleas^ to create me, which, peradven- 
of flue fduutz a£>ut Ins body, and a mwin ture, is more than I shall kver of him who 
cap Wdered aith lace about his head, and gave mo that tide; for 1 will proclaim it 
aker aaaend low congecs,hegan in dusmSu- 1 before the world, that he is disguised, and 
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transfigured^ and t^smograpbied, with 
affectation and whiBieaes, and that he ia 
more like a papoon than one of the human 
’•ace ” 


CHAPTER XXXV 

t 

Captain WkMe sends for me^hts situa- 
tion descnoed — kis surgeon arrives, pre^ 
scnhes for hm and puts him to bed~^ 
a bed IS put up for Mr Simper, contigi^s 
to the state-room, lohtch, with other parts 
of the captain^ s behaviour, gives the 
ship^s company a very unfavourable idea 
of their commander — 1 am detained in 
the West Indies by the admiral, and go 
on board of the Lizard sloop of war in 
quality of surgeon's mate, where I make 
myself known to the surgeon, who treats 
me very kindly — / go on shore, sell my 
ticket, purchase necessaries, and at my 
return on hoard, am surprized at the 
sight of Crampley, who is appointed 
lieutenant of the sloop — we sail on a 
cruise--^take a prize, in which I arrive at 
Port Morant, under the command of my 
messmate, with whom I hve in great 
harmony 

He was going on with an culogium upon the 
captain, when I received a message to clean 
myself, and go up to the great cabin , and 
with this command I instantly complied, 
sweetening myself with rose water from the 
medicme chest When I entered the room, 
I was ordered to stand by the door, until 
Captain Whiffle liad reconnoitred me at a 
distance with a spy -glass He, having coni 
suited one sense in this manner, bade me 
advance gradually, that his nose might have 
intelligence before it could be much offended 
I therefore approached with great caution 
and success , and he was pleased to say, — 
“ Aye, this creature is tolerable ” I found 
him lolling on his couch, with a languishing 
air, his head supported by his valet-de-cham- 
bre, who, from time to time, applied a smell- 
ing bottle to hiB nose Vergette,” said he, 
in a squeaking tone, “ dost thou think this 
wretch (meaning me) will do me no injury'* 
may I venture to submit my arm to him 
*‘Pon my vord,*’ replied the valet, “I do 
tmk dat dere be great occasion for your 
honour losing one small quantile of blodt , 
and the young man have quelque chose of 
de bonne mien ” Well then,” said his 
master, “ I th.nlr I must venture ” Then 
addressing himself to me,— « Hast thou ever 
blooded any body but brutes t But I need 
not ask thee, for thou wilt tell me a most 
damnable lie/’ “ Brutes, sir,” answered I, 
pulling down hie glove, in order to feel bis 
pulse, “I never meddle with brutes.”— 
“ What the devil art thou about’” cried he, 
“ dost thou intend to tw ist off my hand ’ 


God’s curse ' my arm is benumbed up to the 
very shoulder * Heaven have mercy on me ' 
must I perish under the hafids of savages ’ 
What an unfortunate dog was I, to come on 
hoard without my own surgeon, Mr Simper 
I craved pardon for having handled him so 
TODghly, and» with the utmost care and len- 
demess, tied up his arm with a fillet of silk 
While I was feeling for the vein, he desired 
to know how much blood I intended to take 
from him , and when 1 answered, — not 
above twelve ounces,” started up with a 
look full of horror, and bade me be gone, 
swearing I had a design upon his life Ver- 
gette appeased him with difficulty, and 
opening a bureau, took out a pair of scales, 
m one of which was placed a small cup , and 
putting them into my hand told me, the 
captain never lost above an ounce and three 
drachms at one time While 1 prepared for 
this important evacuation, there came into 
the cabin a young man gaily dressed, of a 
very delicate complexion, with a kind of 
languid smile on his face, which seemed to 
have been rendered habitual by a long course 
of affectation The captain no sooner per- 
ceived him, than, rising hastily, he flew into 
his arms, crying, — “ O » my dear Simper ' 
I am excessively disordered ' I have been 
betrayed, frighted, murdered, by the negli- 
gence of my sen ants, who sulfored a beast, 
a mule, a bear, to surprise me, and stink 
into convulsions with tlie fumes of tobacco ” 
fciiniper, wlio, by this time, I found, v 
obliged to ait for the clearness of Ins r oni- 
plcxion, assumed an air of soilness and 
sympathy, and lamented, with manv tender 
expressions of sorrow, the sad accident that 
had thrown him into that condition, then 
feeling his patient’s pulse on the outside of 
his ^love, gave it as his opinion, that his 
disorder was entirely nervous, and that some 
drops of tincture of castor and liquid lauda- 
num would be of more service to him than 
bleeding, by bridling the inordinate sallies of 
his spirits, and composing the fermentation 
of his bile I was therefore sent to prepare 
this prescription, which was administered in 
a glass of sack posset, after the captain had 
been pSit to bed, and orders sent to the officers 
on the quarter-deck, to let nobody walk on 
that Bide under which he lay 
While the captain enjoyed his repose, the 
doctor watched over him, and indeed became 
so necessary, that a cabin w^as maile for him 
contiguous to the state-room where Whiffle 
slept, that he inig[ht be at hand m case of 
accidents in the night Next day our com- 
mander being happily recovered, gave orders 
that none of the lieutenants should appear 
upon deck without a wig, sword, and ruffles , 
nor any irud^fpman, or other petty officer, 
be seen with^'a check shnt, or dirty linen 
He also prohibited any person whatevei. 
except Simper and his own servants, from 
coming into the great cabin, without first 
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Bending in td obtain leave. These singular remembrancers of each other Having Rre- 
regnlations did not prepossess the rap’s sented my new warrant to the captain of the 
cdmpany in his fevour , but, on the contrary. Lizard, 1 inquired for the doctor, whom I no 
gave scandal an opportunity to be very busy sooner saw, than I recollected him to be one 
With his character, and accuse him of main, of those young fellpws with whom I Wid been 
taming a oolrespondenoe wt& the surgeon committed to the roundphouse, dunng our 
not fit to be named < frolic withfiackson^ as I have related before 

In a &w weeks, our ship being under He received me with a good deal of cougbesy, 
sailing orders, I in hopes of revisiting and when 1 put him m mind of our former 
iny n&ve cjOuntty in a veiy short time, whmi acquaintance, expressed great joy at seeing 
the edmirhl'’a se^on cam on board, and me again, and recommended me to an exceed- 
sending for Mdrgau and me to the quarter- tng good mess, composed of the gunner and 
deck, ga^ us to understand, there was a master’s mate As there was not one sick 
greatscarcdly of surgeons in the West Indies person m the ship, I got leave to go ashore 
that he was commanded to detam one mate the next day with the gunner, who recom- 
out of every great ship that was bound for mended me to a Jew that bought my ticket 
England and desired us to agree between at the rate of forty per cent diecount , an^ 
ourselves, before the next day at that hour, having furnished myself with what necessa- 
which of us should stay behind We were nes I wanted, returned on board in the 
thunder-struck at this proposal, and stared evening, and, to my surprise, found my old 
at one another some time without speaking antagonist Crampley walking upon deck 
at length the Welshman broke silence, and Though I did not fear his enmity, 1 was 
offered to remain in the West Indies, pro- shocked at hig appearance, and communicated 
vided the admiral would give him a surgeon’s my sentiments on that subject to Mr Tomlins 
warrant immediately, but he was toM there the surgeon, who told me that Crampley, by 
was no want of chief surgeons, and that he dmt of some friends about the admiral, had 
must be contented with the station of mate, procured a commission, constituting him lieu- 
tilJ he should be further provided for in due tenant on board the Lizard , and advised me, 
course wliereupon Morgan flatly refused to now he was my supenor officer, to behave 

S uit the ship for which the commissioners of with some respect towards him, or else he 
fie navy had appointed him , and the other would find a thousand opportunities of using 
told him as plainly, that if we could not me ill This advice was a bitter potion to 
determine the affair by ourselves before to- me, whom pride and resentment had rendered 
morrow morning, he must cast lots, and abide utterly incapable of the least submission to, 
by hts chance When I recalled to my or even a reconciliation with, the wretch 
reinembrance the miseries 1 had undergone who had on many occosions treated me so 
in England, where 1 had not one friend to inhumanly , however, 1 resolved to have as 
promote my interest, or favour my advance- little connection as possible with him, and to 
ment m the navy, and, at the same time, ingratiate myself as much as 1 could with 
reflected on the present dearth of surgeons the rest of the officers, whose friendship 
in the West Indies, and the unhcalthmess might be a bulwark to defend me from the 
of tlie climate, which every day almost re- attempts of his malice 
duced the number, I could not help thinking In less tlian a week we sailed on a cruise, 
m> success would be miieh more certain and and, having weathered the east end of the 
expeditious, by my staying w here I was, island, had the good fortune to take a Spanish 
than by returning to Europe I therefore barcolongo, with her prize, which was an 
resolved to comply wntb a good grace, and English ship bound for Bristol, that sailed 
next day, when we were ordered to throw from Janiaira a fortnight before, without con- 
dioe, told Morgan he needed not trouble voy AH the pnsoners who were well we 
him^c^f, for { would voluntarily submif to the put on shore on the north side of the island , 
ailnural^ pleasure This think declaration the prizes were manned with Englishmen, 
was commended by the gentleman, who and the command of the barcolongo given to 
assured me, it should not fare the worse with my flriend the master’s nmte, with orders to 
me for my resignation. Indeed, he was as carry them into Port Morant, and there to 
good as his word, and that ve^ aftetooon remain until the Lizard’s ctmse should be 
procured a warrant, appomtingme asqrgeon’s ended, at which time she would touch at the 
mate of the Lizaid slopp of war, whi^ put same place m her way to Port Bbyal With 
me on a footing with every first math in the him I was sent to ati^d the wounded Spa- 
, service niards as well as Englishmen, who amounted 

My ticket being made out, 1 put my hhest to sixteen, and to talre care of them on shore, 

' aefid bedding on bpar^ a m^oe that lay along- m a house that was tobe hired as an hospital 
.sppmnnd having shook hands with my tro^y This destination gave me a great deal of 
the Serjeant, and honest Jack Kattlm, pleasure, as I idiomd for some time be fineed 
'^^Jvns bound for Greenwich hospital, I from the arrogance of Crampley, whose 
my leave of Morgan with many tears, inveteracy against me had already broken out 
1^1^ We had exchangedour sleeve-buttons as on two or three occasions since he was 
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be^iome a lieutenant My meesmate, who 
veiT much resembled my uncle, both in fi^re 
and disposition, treated me on board of the 
pnze with the utmost civility and confidence , 
and, aifion^ other favours, made me a present 
of a silver-hiltod Imnger, and a pair of pistols 
mounted with the same metal, which fell to 
his cihare in plundering the enemy We 
arrived safely at Morant, and, going on shore, 
pitched upon an empty storehouse, which we 
hired for the reception of the wounded, who 
were brought to it next day, with bed and 
other necessaries and four of the ship’s com- 
pany appointed to attend them and obey me 


CHAPTER XXXVI 

A strange adventure — in consequence of 
tokich I am extremely happy — Crampley 
does me til offices with the captain , but 
hth malice is defeated by the good nature 
and friendship of the surgeon^we return 
to Port Royal — our captain gets the com- 
mand of a larger ship^ and is suic ceded 
by an old man — Brayl ijt provided for — 
we receive orders to sail for England 

When my patients were all in a fair way, 
my companion and commander, whose name 
was Brayl, earned me up the country to the 
house of a rich planter, with wliom ho was 
acquainted, where we were sumptuously 
entertained, and, m the evening set oUt on 
our return to the ship When we had walked 
about a mile by moonlight, we perceived a 
horseman behind us, who, coming up, wished 
us good even , and asked, which way we 
went** Ills voice, which was quite familiar 
to me, no sooner struck my ear, than, m spite 
of all rny resolution and reflection, my hair 
bristled up, and I was seized with a violent 
fit ot trembling, which Brayl misinterpreting, 
bade me be under no concern I told him 
he was mistaken in tlie cause of my disorder , 
and, addressing myself to the person on 
horseback, said, — “ I could have sworn by 
youT voice, that you were a dear friend of 
mine, if 1 had not been certain of his death ” 
To this address, after some pause, he replied, 
— There are many voices as well as faces 
that resemble one another , but pray, what 
was your fhend^s name 'i” I satisfied him m 
that particular, and gave a short detail of the 
melancholy fate of Thomson, not without 
many nghs and some tears A silence en- 
sued, wmch lasted some minutes, and then 
the conversation turned on difibrent subjects, 
till we arrived at a house on the road, where 
the horseman alighted, and begged with so 
much earnestness, that we would go in and 
drink a bowl of punch with him, that we 
could not resist But if I was alarmed at 
his voice, what must my amazement be, when 
t discovered by ihe light the very person of 
my lamented friend ' Perceiving my confii- 
4 G* 


Bion, which was extreme, he clasped mo in 
his arms, and bedewed my face with tears 
It was some time Ore I recoveined the use of 
my reason, overpowered with this event, and 
longer stdl before I could speak ; so that all 
I was capable of was to return his embraces, 
and to mingle the overflowings of my joy 
with his, whilst honest Brayl, afibetod with 
the scene, wept as fiist as either of us, and 
signified his participation of our happinoss, 
l^ugging us both, and capenng about the 
room like a madman At length I retrieved 
the use of my tongue, and cned, — « Is it poss- 
ible, can you be rny friend Thomson No, 
certainly alas ' he was drowned ' and 1 am 
now under the deception of a dream He 
was at great pains to convince me of Ins 
being the individual person whom 1 regretted, 
and, bidding me sit down and compose my- 
self, promised to explain his sudden disap- 
pearance from the Thunder, and to account 
for hiB being at present in the land of the 
living This task he acquitted himself of, 
after 1 had drank a glass of punch, and re- 
collected my spirits, by informing us, that, 
with a dcteninnation to nd himself of a mis- 
erable existence, he had gone in the night- 
time to the head, while the ship was on her 
way, from whence he slipped down as softly 
as lie could by the bows into the sea, where, 
after he was heartily ducked, he began to 
repent of his precipitation, and, as he could 
swim very viell, kept himself ab(i\e water, in 
hopes of being taken up by some of the ships 
astern that, m this situation, he hailed a 
large vessel, and begged to be taken in, but 
was answered that she was a heavy sailor, 
and therefore they did not choose to lose time 
by bringing to however, they threw an old 
chest overboard for Ins convenience, and told 
him, that some of the ships astern would cer- 
tainly save him that no other vessel camt* 
within Bight or cry of him for the space of 
three hours, during which time be had the 
mortification to find himself m the middle of 
the ocean alone, without other support or 
resting place but what a few crazy boards 
afforded, till at last he discerned a small 
sloop steering towards him, upon which he 
set uj^ hiB throat, and had the good fortune 
to be heard and rescued from the dreary 
waste by their boat, which was hoisted out 
on purpose ** 1 was no sooner brought on 
board,” continued he, <*than I fainted, and 
when I recovered my senses, found myself 
in bod, regaled with a most noisome smell 
of onions and cheese, which made me think, 
at first, that 1 wasin my own hammock, along- 
side of honest Morgan, and that all which 
had passed was no more than a dream — 
Upon inquiiy 1 understood that 1 was on 
board of a schooner belonging to Rhode 
Island, bound for Jamaica, with a cargo of 
gceec, pigs, onions and cheese , and that the 
mab er's name was Robertson, by birth a 
Nor^h-TJnton, whom I knew at first sight to 
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be nn eld school-fellow of miee. When I and did not disdain bis addressee ^ that ^he 
discovered myself to Jinn, he was tnu^ej^orted was very much fitvoured by her parents^ and 
with surprise and joy, and begged tolbiow tlm diid not despair of obtaining their consent to 
occasion of my misfortune, mich I did not the match, which would at once render him 
think fit to disclose, becauf^ I knew his no- independent of the world I congratulated 
tions with regard to rd^ion n^re very severe him on his good fortune, which he protested 
and confined, therefoae contented myself should never make him forget his friends, and 
with telling him, I fell ovaihoard by acoi- towards morning we betook ourselves lowest 
dent , but made no scruple of explaining the Next day he accompanied me to the ship, 
nature of my disagreeable station, and gf ocr where Mr Brayl entertained hina at dinner , 
quainting bjfl^ 'determined purpose and we having spent the afternoon togetiier, 

never to return to tlm Thunder man of war he took his leave of us m the evening, after 
Although he wSs not of my opinion m that he had forced upon me ten pistoles, as a small 
particular, kndwmg that 1 must lose my token of his affection* In short, while we 
clothes, and what pay was due to me, unless staid here, we saw one another every day, 
1 went back to my duty , vet, when 1 de- and generally ate at the same table, which 
scribed the circumstances of the hellish life I was plentifblly supplied 5y him with all kinds 
led, under the tyrannic sway of Oakum and of poultry, butchers’ meat, oranges, limes, 
Mackshane, and, among other grievances, lemons, pmc apples, Madeira wine, and 
hinted a dissatisfaction at the irreligious excellent rum , so that this small interval of 
deportment of my shipmates, and the want ten days washy far the most agreeable period 
of the true presbyterian gospel doctrine , he of my life 

changed his sentiments, and conjured me. At length the Lizard arrived, and my 
with great vehemence and zeal, to lay aside patients o^ing all fit for duty, they and 1 
all thoughts of rising in the navy and, that were ordered on board of her, wliere 1 under- 
he might show how much he had my interest stood from Mr Tomlins, that there was a 
at heart, undertook to provide for me, in shyness between the lieutenant and him on 
some shape or other, before he should leave my account , that rancorous villain having 
Jamaica This promise he performed to my taken the opportunity of my absence to fill 
heart’s desire, by recommending me to a the captain’s ears with a thousand scandalous 
gentleman of fbrtune, with whom 1 have lived stories to my premdice , among other things, 
ever since, in quality of surgeon and overseer affirming, that I had been once transported 
to his plantations He and his lady are now for theft, and that, when I was in the Thun- 
at Kingston, so that 1 am, for the present, der man of war, I had been whipt for the 
master of this house, to which, from rny soul, same crime The surgeon, on the other 
I bid you welcome, and hope you will favour hand, having heard my whole story from ray 
me with your company during the remaining own moutli, defended me strenuously , and, 
part of the night ” 1 needed not a second in the course of tliat good-natured office, 
invitation* but Mr BrayU who was a dili- recounted all the instances of Crampley’s 
gent and excellent officer, could not be per- malice against me while 1 remained on board 
suaded to sleep out of the ship however, he of that ship which declaration, while it 
supped with us, and, after having drank a satisfied the captain of my innocence, made 
cheerful glass, set out for the vessel, which the lieutenant as much my defender’s enemy 
was not above three miles from the place, os mine This infernal behaviour of Cramp- 
escorted by a couple of stout negroes, whom ley, with regard to me, added such fuel to 
Mr Thomson ordered to conduct him. Never my former resentment, that, at certain times, 
were two friends more happy in the conver- I was quite beside myself with the desire of 
sation of each other than we, for the time revenge, and was even tempted to pistol him 
it lasted , 1 related to him the particulars of on the quarter-deck, though an infamous 
our^attempt upon Cartbagena, of whfeh he death must inevitably have been my reward 
had heard but an imperfect account ; and he But the surgeon, who was my confidant, 
gratified me with a narration of eveiy little ai^ed against such a desperate action so 
incident of his life since we parted. He emctually, that 1 stifled the flame which 
assured mo, it was with the utmost difficulty consumed me for the present, and resolved 
he could resist his inclination of coming down to wait for a more convenient opportunity 
to Port Royal to see Moigan and me, of whour In the mean time, that Mr Toinlms might be 
be had heard no tidings since the ^y of our the more convinced of the wrongs I sufiered 
separation but that lie was restrained by ^ 1)7 this fellow’s slander, 1 begged he would 
fear of being detamed as a deserter He'told go and visit Mr Thomson, whose wonderful 
ane, that, when he heard my voice m the escape 1 had made him acquainted with, and 
dark, he was almost as hiucfa surprised as I inqmfe of him into the particulars of my 
,was at seeing him afterwards* and, in the conduct, while he was my fellow-mate 
hosfideitee of friendship, disclosed a passion This request the surgeon complied with, 
he onteitained for the only daughter of the more jfrom cunosity to sec a person whose 
gehtteman with whom he lived, who, by his fate had been so extraordinary, than to con- 
deiOFiptipii, was a very amiable young lady, firm his good opinion of me, which, he assured 
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mq« was already firmly established* He g'eoUf thrcfugh the scandalous asj^erstons 

therefore set out for the dwellijig'-pl&ce of of Cramptey—^the cmitain dies — Cramp- 

my fnend, with a letter of introduction from ley tyrannizes over the our^eon^ who falls 

me , and, bein^ received with all the civility a vtcltm to hts cruelty — I am edoo ill used 
and kindness 1 expected, returned to the — the shtp strikes — the behavwur vj 
ship, not only satisfied with my character Crampley and the seamen ni» that occa 
beyond the power of doubt or insinuation, sion-^I get on shore, challenge the cap- 

but ^ilso charmed with the afiTability and tain to single combat — am treacherously 

conversation of Thomson, who loaded him knocked down, wounded, and robbed 
and me 'with presents of fresh stock, liquors, 

and fhlit As he would not venture to come Now that I could return to my native couii- 
and see us on board, lest Crampley should try in a creditable way, 1 felt excessive plea- 
know and detain him, when the time of ^ur sure in finding myself out of sight of that 
departure approached, I obtained leave to fatal island, which has been the grave of so 
go and bid him fareweU After we had many Europeans, and as I was a ccommoda- 
vowed an everlasting friendship, he pressed ted with every thmg to render the passage 
upon me a purse with four doubloons, which agreeable, 1 resolved to enjoy myself as much 
I refused as long as I could without giving as the insolence of Crampley would permit 
umbrage , and, having cordially embraced This insidious slanderer had found means 
each other, I returned on board, where 1 already to cause a misunderstanding between 
found a small box, with a letter directed to the surgeon and captain, who, by his age and 
me, to the care of Mr Tomlins Knowing infirmities, was rendered intolerably peev- 
the superscription to be of Thomson’s hand- ish, his disposition having also been soured 
writing, I opened it with some surprise, and by a long course of disappointments He 
learned that this generous friend, not con- iiad a particular aversion to all young men, 
tented with loading me with the presents especially to surgeons, whom he considered 
already mentioned, had sent, for my use and as unnecessary animals on board of a ship 
acceptance, half a dozen fine shirts, and as and, in conscqiienie of these sentiments, 
many linen waistcoats and caps, with twelve never consulted the doctor, notwithstanding 
pair of new thread stockings Being thus his being soi/ed with a violent fit of the gout 
provided with money, and all necessaries and gravel , but applied to a cask of Holland 
for the comfort of life, I began to look upon gin, which was his sovereign prescription 
myself as a gentleman of some consequence, against all distempers , Whether he was at 
and felt my pnde dilate apace this time too sparing, or took an overdose of 

Next day wc sailed for Port Royal, where hie cordial, certain it is, he departed in the 
we arrived safely with our prizes and as night, without any ceremony, which indeed 
there was nothing to do on board, I went was a thing he always despised, and wah 
ashore, and, having purchased a laced waist- found stiff next morning, to tiie no small 
coat, with some other clothes, at a sale, satisfaction of Crampley, who succeeded to 
made a swaggering figure for some days the command of tlie vessel For that very 
among the taverns, where I ventured to play reason, Mr Tomlins and I had no cause to 
a little at hazard, and came off with fifty rmoice at this event, fearing that the tyranny 
pistoles 111 my pocket Meanwhile, our of our new commander would now be as 
captain was promoted to a ship of twenty unlimited as his power The first day of his 
guns, and the command of the Li/ard given command justified our apprehension , for, on 
to a man turned of fourscore, who had been pretence that the decks were too much 
lieutenant since the reign of King William, crowded, he ordered the surgeon’s hen-coops, 
and, notwithstimding his long service, would with all hxs fowls, to be thrown overboard, 
Jiave probably died in that station, had he and at the same time prohibited him and me 
not applied some prize-money he had lately from ^>ppeanng on the quarter-deck Mr 
received, to make interest with his superiors Tomlins could not help complaining of 1116*^6 
My friend Bravl was also made an officer injurieb, and, in the course of bis expostula- 
about the same tune, after he had served in tion, dropped some hasty words, of which 
quality of a midslupman and mate five-and- Crampley taking hold, confined him to his 
twenty years Soon after tliese alterations, cabin, where, in a few days, for want of air, 
the aumiral pitched upon our ship to carry he was attackfMl by a fever, which soon put 
home dispatches for the mmistiy , and we an end to his life, after he had made his will, 
set sail fi)r England, having first scrubbed by which he bequeathed all his estate, per- 
her bottom, and taken m provision and water sonal and real, to his sister, and left to me 
for the occasion his watch and instruments as memorials of 

his friendship t was penetrated with gnef 
on tins melancholy occasion , the more be- 
CHAPTER XXXVIl cause there was nobody on board to whom f 

could communicate my sorrows, or of whom 
We depart fir Europe— 'a misunderstand- I could receive the least consolation or ad- 
tng arises between the captain and sur- vice Crampley was so far from discovering 
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the least remorse for his baihant^i at the likelihood, he should be m eternity in a (ew 
news of the surgeon’s deatii, that £e Insult^ minutes* ** All’s one for that,” said the 
ed his memory in the most idnisfve manner^ plunderer, **161 us live whde we can ” 
and affirmed he had poisoned hnnself eat of ^^Mxserable wretch Uiat thou art,” erred the 
pure fear, dreading to be broo|^ to, a eojsrt- purser, ** What must be thv lot in tbb other 
martial for mutinv , Ibr which reason he world, if thou diest m the commission of 
would not suffer the service of tlie dead to robbery “ Why, hell, I suppose,” replied 
be read over hzs body befm it was thrown the other, a ith great deliberation, whilj^ the 
overboard. purser fell on his knees, and begged of hca- 

Nothing but a speedy deliverance could veu, that we might not ail perish for the 
have supported me under the bratol sway of sdie of one Jonas During this dialogue, 1 
this bashaW, who, to render my life the more clothed myself m my best apparel, girded 
irksomm, signffied to my messmates a desird on^my hanger, stuck my pistols loaded in iny 
that I stotdd be expelM fmm their society belt, disposed of all my valuable movables 
This was no sooner hinted, than they grant- about my person, and came upon deck with 
ed his request ; |uid I was hun to eat, in a a resolution of taking the first opportunity 
solitary manner, by myself, during the rest to get on shore, hich, when the day broke, 
of the passage, which, however, soon drew appeared at the distance of three miles 
to a period ahead Crampley, finding his efforts to get 

We had been seven weeks at sea, when the ship offinefiectual, determined to consult 
the gunner told the captain, that, by bis reck- his own safety, by going into the boat, which 
Oning, we must be in soundings, and desired he had no sooner done, than the ship’s coin- 
he would order the lead to be heaved pany followed so fast, that she would have 
Cramploy swore he did not know how to sunk alongside, had not some one wiser than 
keep the ship’s way, for we were not within the rest cut the rope and put off But be- 
a hundred leagues of soundings, and there- fore this happened, I hod made several at - 
fore ho would not give himself the trouble to tempts to get in, and was always baulked by 
cast the lead Accordingly, we continued the captain, who was so eager m excluding 
our course all that afternoon and night, me, that he did not mind the endeavours of 
witliout shortemng sail, although the gunner any other body Enraged at this inhuman 
pretended to discover Scilly light, and next partiality, and seeing the rope cut, 1 pulled 
morning protested in form against the cap- one of my pistols from my belt, and cocking 
tain’s conduct, for which he waaput in con- it, swore I would shoot any man who should 
finement We discovered no land all that presume to obstruct my entrance So say- 
day, and Crampley was still so infatuated as mg, I leaped with my full exertion, and got 
to neglect sounding , but at three o’clock in on board of the boat with the loss of the skin 
the morning, the ^ip struck, and remained of my shins I chanced in my descent to 
fast on a sand-bank This accident alarmed overturn Crampley, who no sooner got up 
the whole crew , the boat was immediately than he struck at me several times with a 
hoisted out , but, as we could not discern cutlass, and ordered the men to throw me 
which way the shore lay, we were obliged to overboard , but they were too anxious abo’it 
wait for day-light In the mean time, the their own safety to mind what he said 
wind increased, and the waves beat against Though the boat was very deeply loaded, 
the sloop with such violence, that we expect- and the sea terribly high, we made shift to 
ed'Shc would have gone to pieces. The gup- get upon dry land in lees than an hour aftc" 
net was released, and consulted he advised we parted from the sloop As soon as I set 
the captain to cut away the mast, in order to foot on terra firma, my indignation, which 
lighten her , this expedient was performed had boiled so long within me, broke oiU 
witbont success the sailors seeu^ things against Crampley, whom 1 immediate! y 
ip a desperate situation, accord]ng%;o cus- challenged to single combat, presenting my 
tom, broke up the chests belonging to the pistols, that he might take his choice , he 
officers, drassed themselves in their clothes, took one without hesitation, and, before I 
drank their liquors without ceremony, and could cock the other, fired ip my face, ihtov, - 
drunkn^ness, tumidt, and confusion ensued ing the pistol after the shot. 1 felt myself 
In the midst of Unsupreitr, i went bekiw stunned, and iinagimng the buHethad on- 
to secure my own afmeta; and found the tered my bram, discharged mine as quick as 
carpenter’s mate hetH^ng down the possible, that ! might imt die Unrevenged 

cifoih v/ith his hatchet* wmsthng all then fiving upon my antagOAu^ k^tucked out 

with great compoptfe. 'When I several of his fore teeth Wfth'tiie butt-end of 

^ intention in dolngso, he Implied ‘reryei&dly* the piece, end would cw^mly have made 
•^1 only want to taate the ptutoer’s rum, an end of bun With that mstrement, had he 
' master ” At that instant the pur- not disengaged and seized his cut- 

mw qommg down, and seeing his effects lass, whum Salted given to ins servant when 
wreck, complaified h^rly of the he received Seeuig him armed 

lldupbe done to him,«nd asM the follow m tbm niy hanger, and hav- 

wnat occasion he had for liquor, whefi* In all mg flung 'my pistol at his head, closed with 



ADVENTURES OP RODERICK RANDOM m 


him in a transport of fury, and thnist my 
weapon into his month, wmch enlarged it on 
one Bide to hia ear VVliether tlie smart of 
thi^ wound disconcerted him, or the uneven, 
ness the ground made him reel, I know 
not, but lie staggered some paces back I 
followed close, and with one stroke cut the 
tegdons of the back of his hand, upon which 
his cutlass dropt, and he remained defence- 
less^^, 1 know not with what cruelty my rage 
inigltf have inspired me, if 1 had not at that 
instant been felled to the ground by a blow 
on the back part of my head, which deprived 
me of all sensation In this deplorable 
situation, exposed to tiie rage of an incensed 
barbanan, and the rapine of an inhuman 
crew, 1 remained for some time , and whether 
any dispute arose among them during the 
state of my annihilation, I cannot pretend to 
determine , but in one particular they seem 
to have been unanimous, and acted with 
equal dexterity and dispatch , for when I 
recovered the use of understanding, 1 found 
myself alone in a desolate place, stripped of 
my clothes, money, watch, buckles, and every 
thing but my shoeb, stockings, breecliet., 
and shirt What a discovery must this have 
l>cen to me, who but an hour before vias 
worth sixty guineas in cash ’ I cursed the 
hour of my birth, the parents that gave me 
being, the sea tliat did not swallow me up, 
the poniard of the enemy, which could not 
find the way to my lieart, the villainy of 
those who had left me m that miserable con- 
dition , and, in the ecstasy of despair, re- 
solved to he still where f was, and perish 


CHAPTER XXXVIJI 

1 fi; ft up, and crawl im o a barn, where I am 
in danger of pertshmg through the fear 
of the country people — their inhumanity 
— 1 am succoured by a reputed witch — 
her story — her advice — she recommends 
me as a valet to a single lady, whose 
character she explains 

But as I lay ruminating, my passion insen- 
sibly abated , I considered my situation m 
quite another light from that in which it 
appeared to me at hibt, and the result of my 
delibei^ation was to rise, if I could, and 
crawl to the next inhabited piece for assist- 
ance With some difficulty I got upon my 
legs, and having examined my body, found I 
him received no other injury than two large 
contused wounds, one on the fore, and 
another on the hinder part of my head which 
seemed to be occasiohed by the same wea- 
pon, namely, the butt-end of a pistol 1 
looked towards the sea, but could mscem no 
remains of the ship , so that I conoluded she 
was gone to pieces, and that those who xpm 
mained m her Imd perished but, as X after- 
wards learned, the gunner, who had more 


sagacity than Crampley, observmg that it 
was Hood when he left her, and that she 
would possibly float at high water, made no 
noise about getting on shore, but continued 
on deck, in hopes of bringing her safe into 
some harbour, after the commander should 
have deserted hor , for which piece of service 
he expected, no doubt, tg ^ handsomely 
rewarded This scheme he accordingly 
executed, and was promised greet things by 
the admiralty for saving his majesty *s ship , 
but 1 never heard he reaped the fruits of his 
expectation As for my own part, I directed 
my course towards a small cottage I per- 
ceived, and, m the road, picked up a seaman’s 
old jacket, which, 1 suppose, the thief who 
dressed himself in my clotlies had thrown 
away this was a very comfortable acquisition 
to me, who was almost stiff with cold, 1 
therefore put it on and as iny natural heat 
revived, my wounds, which had left off 
bleeding, burst out afresh , so that, finding 
myself excessively exhausted, 1 was about 
to ho down in the fields, when I discovered 
a bam on my left hand, within a few yards 
of me , thither 1 made shift to stagger, and 
finding the door open, went in, but saw no- 
body , howevci I threw myself upon a truss 
of straw, hoping to be soon relieved by some 
person or other I had not lam here many 
minutes, when I saw a countryman coming 
m with a pitch-fork in his hand, winch he 
was upon the point of thrusting into the 
straw that concealed me, and, in all proba- 
bility, would have done my business, had I 
not uttered a dreadful groan, after having 
essayed in \ain to speak Tins melancholy 
note alarmed the clown, who started back, 
and discovering a body all besmeared with 
blood, stood trembling wuth the pitch-fork 
extended before Jiim, his hair bustling up, 
his eyes staring, hi& nostrils dilated, and his 
moutii wide open At another time I should 
liave been much diverted by this figure, 
which preserved the same attitude very near 
ten minute*?, dunng which time I made many 
unsuccessful efforts to implore his compassion 
and assistance, but ray tongue failed me, 
and my language was only a repetition of 
groans , at length an old man arrived, who, 
seeing the other in such a posture, cned, — 
“ Mercy upon un » the leaad’s bewitched , 
why, Dick, beest thou besayed thyself” 
Dick, without moving his eyes from the 
object that terrified him, replied^** O va- 
thcr ' vather ’ here be either tlic devil or a 
dead raozi * I doan’t know which o’en, but a 
groans woundily,” The father, whose eye- 
sight was none of the best, pulled out ins 
spectacles, and having applied them to his 
nose, reconnoitred me over his son’s shoul- 
dcr, but no sooner did he behold me, than 
he was seized with a fit of shaking, even 
more violent than Dick’s, and, with a broken 
accent, ad^essed me thus — In the name 
of the Vather, Zon, and Holy Ghost, I charge 
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you* aa you been Satan, to be gone to Ibe 
Red 2Sea , but an you be a moordefed man, 
speak, that you may have chnaOe»m buttal ” ! 
As I was not m a condition to i^tis%^ hun 
tn this paniGular, he repeated hxs oonjotstion 
to no purpose * and they oontmned a good 
while in the agonies o^^ar. At len^ the 
father proposed that the eon should draw 
nearer, and take a moss di^mct view of the 
apparition ^ but Du^ was Of opinion that 
his father ^ould advance^ first, as being an 
old man, past his lahonr, and if he received 
any mischirf, the loss would be the smslier, 
whereas he himself might escape, and be 
usefiil in his generation This prudential 
reason had no effect upon the senior, who 
still kept Dick between me and him In the 
meantime I endeavoured to raise one hand 
as a signal of distress, but had only strength 
sufficient to produce a rustling among the 
straw, which discomposed tlie young peasant 
so much, that he sprung out at tlie door, and 
overthrew his father in his flight The old 
gentleman would not spend time in getting 
up, but crawled backwards like a crab, with 
great speed, till he had got over the threshold, 
mumbling exorcisms all the way I was 
exceedingly mortified to find myself in dan* 
ger of perishing through the ignorance and 
cowardice of these clowns, and felt my 
spirits decay apace, when an old woman 
entered the bam, followed by the two fugi- 
tives, and, with great intiepidity, advanced 
to the place where I lay, saying,-— if it be 
the devil, 1 fear cn not, and for a dead mon, 
a can do us no harm When she saw my 
condition, she cried, — “Here be no devil, 
but m youren fool’s head Here be a poor 
miserable wretch, bleeding to death, and if 
a dies, we must be at the charge of burying 
him, therefore, Dick, go \etch the old 
wheel-barrow and put en in, and carry en to 
goodman Hodge’s back door he is more 
able than wc to lay out money upon poor 
vagrants ” Her advice was taken, and im- 
m^iately put in execution , 1 was rolled to 
the other fiirmer’s door, where 1 was tumbled 
out like a heap of dung and would certainly 
have ffillen a prey to the hogs, if my groans 
had not disturbed the family, and brought 
some of them out to view my situation a But 
Hodge resembled the Jew more than the 
good Samaritan, and ordered me to be carried 
to the house of the parson, whose busmess 
it was to practise as well as to preach aha*- 
Tjty , observing that it was suflictent fiir hiinr 
to pay his ouofa towftrds the mamtenance ^ 
the poor belonging to hts own psnsh^ Wim 
I wps set down at the vicar’s gate, he feR, 
ilKlO a mighty passion, and threatened to 
ex^oflantunioate him who sent, as as' 
those who brought me, unless they would 
move me immediately^ to another place 
Ahom hme I fainted With the fatigue I 
had^suidetigone, and afterwards understood 
1 Was bandied from door to di or through 


a whole village, nobody having humanity 
enough to administer the least rdief to m6, 
until an old woman, who was suspected of 
witchcraft by the i^eighbotirhood, hearing of 
my distress, received me into her house, and 
having dressed my wounds, brought me to 
myself with cordials of her own preparing 
I was treated with great care and tenderness 
by this grave matron, who, after I bad 
recovered some strength, desired to '■hnow 
the particulars of my last disaster. “ This 
piece of satisfaction 1 could not reftise to 
one ^ho bad saved my life , 1 therefore 
rekted all my adventures without exagge- 
ration or reserve She seemed surprised at 
the vicissitudes I had undergone, and drew 
a happy presage of my future life from my 
past sufferings , then launched out Into the 
praise of adversity with so much ardour and 
good sense, that 1 concluded she was a per- 
son who had seen better days, and conceived 
a longing desire to hear her story She 
perceived my dnft by some words I dropped, 
and smiling, told me, there was nothing 
eithei entertaining or extraordinary in the 
course of her fortune , 6ut, however, she 
would communicate it to me in consideration 
of the confidence I had reposed in her — “ It 
18 of little consequence,” said she, “ to tell 
the names of my parents, who are dead 
many years ago , let it suffice to assure you, 
they were wealthy, and had no other child 
than me , so that 1 was looked upon as 
heiress to a considerable estate, and teared 
with addresses on that account Among 
the number of my admirers, there was a 
young gentleman of no fortune, whose sole 
dependence on his promotion in the 
army, in which, at that time, he bore a 
lieutenant’s commission 1 conceived an 
affection for this amiable officer, which, in a 
short time, increased to a violent passion , 
and, without entering into minute circum- 
stances, married him privately We had 
not enjoyed one another long in stolen in- 
terviews, when he was ordered with his 
regiment to Flanders , but, before he set out, 
It was agreed between us, that he should 
declare our marriage to my father by letter, 
and implore his pardon for the step we had 
taken ' without bis approbation This dis- 
covery was made while I was abroad visiting, 
and just as I was about to return home, £ 
received a letter from my father, importing, 
that since 1 had acted so undutifully and 
meanly, as to marry a beggar, without his 
privity or consent, to the disgrace of his 
kmily, as well as the disappointment of his 
hopes, he renounced me to the nhserable 
firte 1 had entailed upon myself, and charged 
me never to set foot within his doors again 
This rigid aeoience was confirmed by my 
mothm*, who, m a postscript, gave me to 
undeTsbEmd, that h^aentimente were exactly 
conformable to these of my father, and that 
I m g't sa\o myself the trouble of making 
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any applications, for her resolutions wereJ The whole behaviour of this venerable 
uhalterable Thunderstruck with my evil person was so pnmitivei innocent^ sensible, 
fortune, I called a coach, and drove to my and humane, that I contracted a filial respect 
husband’s lodgings, where I finind him for her, and begged hW advice with regard 
waiting the event of his letter Though he to my future conduct as aooo as I waa m a 
could easily divine by my looks the issue of condition to act for myself She dissuaded 
his declaration, he read with great steadiness me from a design 1 had formed of travelling 
the epistle I had received , and, with a smile to liondon, m Impes of retrieving my clcthcs 
full^of tenderness, which I shall never forget, and pay, by returning to my slup, which, by 
embraced me, saying, I believe the good this time, I read m the newspaper, was 
lady your mother might have spared herself safely arrived in the river Thames , be^ 
the trovhle of the last part of her postscript cause,” said she, you run the hazard of 
Welli rny dear Betty^ you must lay astJk all being treated, not only as a deserter in quit- 
thoughts of a coach, till I can procure the ting the sloop, but also as a mutineer m 
command of a regiment ” This uncon- assaulting your commanding officer, to the 
corned behaviour, while it enabled me to malice of whose revenge you will moreover 
support my reversa of fortune, at the same be exposed She then promised to recom- 
time endeared him to me the moi^, by con- mend me as a servant to a single lady of her 
vincing me of his disinterested views in acquaintance, who lived in the neighbour- 
espousing me I was next day boarded in hood with her nephew, who was a young 
company with the wife of another officer, fox-hunter of great fortune, where 1 might 
who had long beeh^the friend and confidant be very happy, provided 1 could bear the 
of my husband, at a village not far from disposition and manners of my ihistress, 
Ixindon, where they parted with us in the which were somewhat whimsical and parti- 
most melting manner, went to Flanders, and cular But, above alf things, she counselled 
were killed in sight of one another at the me to conceal my story, the knowledge of 
battle of the Wood Why should I tire you which would effectually poison my enter- 
with a description of our unutterable sorrow tainment , for it was a maxim among most 
at the fatal news of this event, the remem- people of condiiiou, that no gentleman m 
brauce of which now fills my aged eyes distress ought to be admitted into a family 
with tears * When our grief subsidea a as a domestic, least be become proud, lazy, 
little, and reflection came to our aid, we and insolent I was fain to embrace this 
found ourselves deserted by the whole world, humble proposal, because my affairs were 
and in danger of perishing Iw want , where- desperate, and m a few days was hired by 
upon we made application for the pension, this lady to serve in quality of her footman, 
and were put upon the list Then \o\Mig having been represented by my hostess as 
eternal friendship, we sold our jewels ind a }oiing man who was bred up to tne sea by 
superfluous clothes, retired to this place his relations against his will, and had suffer- 
( which 18 in the county of Sussex), bought ed shipwreck, which had increased his disgust 
this little house, where we lived many years to that way of life so much, that he rather 
in a solitary manner, indulging our mutual chose to go to service on shore, than enter 
sorrow, till it pleased Heaven to call away himself on board of any other ship Before 
my companion two years ago, since which 1 took possession of my new place, she gave 
time I have lingered out an unhappy being, in me a sketch of my mistress’s character, that 
hopes of a speedy dissolution, when I promise I might know better how to regulate my 
myself the eternal reward of all my cares conduct “ Your lady,” said she, “ is a 
In the mean time,” continued she, I must maiden of forty years, not so remarkable for 
inform you of the character I bear among her beauty as her learning and taste, which 
my neighbours , my conversation being di£ oxe famous all over the country Indeed she 
ferent from that of the inhabitants of the is a perfect female virtuoso , and so eager 
village, my recluse way of life, my skill in after the pursuit of knowledge, that she neg- 
curing distempers, which 1 acquired from lects her person even to a degree of slut- 
books since I settled here, and, lastly, my age, tishness This negligence, together with 
have made^he common people look upon me her contempt of the male part <h the crea- 
as something preternatural, and I am actu- tion, gives her nephew np great concern, as 
ally at this hour believed to be a witch The by these means he will probably keep her 
parson of the parish, whose acquaintance I fortune, which is considerable, m the family 
have not been at much pains to cultivate, He therefore permits her to live in her own 
taking umbrage at my supposed disrespect, way, which is sometliing extraordmary, and 
has contributed not a little towards the con- gratifles her m all her whimsical desires 
firroation of this opinion, by dropping certain Her apartment is at some distance from 
hints to my prejudice among the vulgar, who the other inhabited parts of the house, and 
are also very much scandalized at my enter- consists of a dining-room, bed-room, and 
taming this poor tabby cat with the collar study She keeps a cook-maid, waiting-wo- 
about her neck, which was a favourite of my man, and footman of her own , and seldom 
deceased companion ” ea^s or converses with any of the family but 
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meed, who is a very lovely creature, and 
WtafiAiTS her aunt often to the prejudice of 
her own health, bv sitting up wil^ her whole 
nights together , for your mistress is toomuch 
ofa philosopher to be swayed by the cus- 
toms of the world, and never sleeps or eats 
like other people Am<m^ other odd no- 
tions, she professes the pnnciples of Rosi- 
ciucius, and believes the earth, air, and sea, 
arc inhabited by invisible beings, with whom 
St 18 possible for the htixnan species to enter, 
tain correspondence and intimtfc}, on the 
easy condition of living chaste As she 
hopes one day to be admitted into an ac. 
quaintance of this kind, she no sooner heard 
of roe and my cat, tlian she paid me a visit, 
vrith a view, as she has since owned, to be 
introduced to iny familiar, and was greatly 
mortified to find herself disappointed in her 
expectation Being, by this visionary turn 
of mind, abstracted, as it were, from the 
world, she cannot advert to the common 
occurrences of life, and therefore is frequently 
bO absent as to commit very strange mis- 
takes and extravagancies, whicli you will do 
well lo rectify and repair as your piudence 
shall suggest ” 


CHAPTER XXXIX 

My reception hy that lady — I htcome ena^ 
moured of Narctssa — recount the particu^ 
lars of my last misfortvnt — at quire the 
good opinion of my miHtress — an at count 
of the yovnq squire — 1 am made ac- 
quainted with more particulars of Narcts- 
Sa*s situation — conceive a mortal hatred 
against Sir Timothy — edcamine my lady's 
lihrary and pcrforrnanceS’—her extrava- 
gant behaviour 

pRAioHT with tlie‘sie useful instnictions, I 
repaired to the place of her habitation, and 
was introduced by the waiting-woman to the 
prcKcnce ot my lad>, who had not before 
seen me She sat m her stud>, witli one 
foot on the ground, and the other upon a 
high stool at some distance from her •seat, 
he r sandy locks hung down m a disorder I 
( annot call beaut ifUl, from her liead, which 
^va 8 deprived of its coif, for the benefit of 
' { cratcbing w ith one hand, while she hel 4 the 
stump of a pen m the other. Her forehead 
V 11^ high and wrinkled , her eyes were large* 
grey, and prominent , her nose was long, 
suarp aud aquihne , her mouth of vast capa« 
city, her visage meagre and freckled, and 
her chm peaked like a shoemaker’s panug- 
kmfo , her upper-lip contained a large quan- 
tity ot plain Spanish, which, by continual 
falling, nad embroidered her neck, that Was 
not naturally very white, and the bieast of 
her govvn, that flowed loose about her with 
a hegbgt'ni e truly poetic, discovering linen 
that Was very fine, and lo all appearance 


never washed but in CastalMn streams 
Around her lay heaps of books, globes, quod- 
rants, telescopes, and other learned appa- 
ratus her snuff-box stood at her nght hand , 
i&t her left hand lay her handkerchief suffi- 
ciently used , and a convenience to spit in 
appeared on one side of her chair SJie 
being in a reverie when we entered, the maid 
did not tliink proper to disturb her , so iSiat 
we waited some imnutes unobserved, during 
which time she bit the quill several times, 
altered her position, made many wiy faces, 
and %t length, with an air of triumph, re- 
peated aloud, 

**Noi dare Lh* iramoital gods my rage oppose ’’ 

Having committed her success to paper, 
she turned towards the door, and, perceiving 
us, mod, — “ What’s the matter “ Here’s 

the young man,” replied my conductress, 
** whom Mrs Sagely recommended as a foot- 
man to your ladyship ” 0 n this information 
she stared in my face a considerable time, 
and then asked my name, which I thought 
proper to conceal under tJiat of John Brown 
After having surveyed me with a curious eye, 
she broke out into — O ’ ay, thou wast sliip- 
wrecked, I remember Whether didst thou 
come on shore on the back of a whale or a 
dolphin To this I answeied, I had swam 
ashore without any assistance Then she 
demanded to know if I had ever been at the 
Hellespont, and swam from Cestosto Abydob 
I replied in the negative , upon which she 
bade the maid order a suit of new livery for 
m^, and mstnict me lu the articles of my 
duly so saying, she f^pit m her snuff-box, 
and wiped lier nose wuth her cap, which lay 
on the table, instead of a handkerchief 
We returned to the kitchen, where I was re- 
galed by the maids, who seemed to vie with 
each other in expressing their regard for me » 
and from them I understood that my business 
consisted in cleaning knives and forks, lay- 
ing the cloth, waiting at table, carrying 
mebsages, and attehcliug my lady when she 
went abroad ^ There was a very good suit 
of livery m the house, which had belonged to 
my predecessor, deceased, and it fitted me 
exactly , so that there was no occasion foi 
Giiiployinff a tailor on my account 1 had 
not long been equipped in this manner when 
my lady’s bell rung , upon which I ran ti]) 
stairb, and found her stalking about the room 
in her shift and under petticoat only I 
would have immediately retired as became 
me, but she bade me Come jUi, and air a clean 
shift for her , which operation 1 having per- 
formed with some backwardness, she put it 
on before me without any ceremony, and I 
venlj believe was ignorant of my sex all that 
time, as being quite absorbed in contempla- 
tion About four o’clock in the afternoon, I 
wms ordered to lay«the cloth, and place two 
overs, which T understood were for tny 
mistress and her niece, whom 1 had not as 
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yet seen Though T was not very dexterous spirits to undergo a fox*chase to-inorrow 
at this work, I performed it pretty well for a morning, m company with Sir Timothy 
beginner, and, when dinner was upon the Thicket, Squire Bumper, and a 'great many 
table, saw my mistress approach, accompa- other gentlemen of the same stamp, whom 
nied by the young lady, whose name for the he haa invited on that occasion ; so that b} 
present shall be Narcissa So much sweet- day-break the whole house would be in an 
ness appeared in the countenance and car- uproar This was a very disagreeable piece 
riage of this amiable apparition, that my of news to the virtuoso, who protested she 
heart was captivated at first sight, and, while would stuiT her ears with cotton wlien she 
dinner lasted, 1 gazed upon her without in- went to bed, and take a doze of opium to 
termission Her age seemed to be seventeen, make her sleep the more sound, tnat she 
her stature toll, her shape unexceptionable , might not be disturbed and distracted by the 
her hair, that fell down upon her ivbiy^ieck clamour of the brutes 
in ringlets, black as jet, her arched eye- When tfieir dinner was over, I and my 
brows of the some colour , her eyes piercing, fellow-servants sat down to ours in the 
yet tender, her lips of the consistence and kitchen, where I understood that Sir Timothy 
hue of cherries , her complexion clear, deli- Thicket was a wealthy knight in the neigh- 
cate, and healthy , her aspect noble, ingenu- bourhood, between whom and Narcissa a 
ous, and humane , and the whole person so match had been projected by her brother, who 
ravishingly delightful, that it was impossible promised at the same time to espouse Sir 
for any creature endued with sensibility to Timothy’s sister , by which means, as their 
see without admiring, and admire without fortunes were pretty equal, the young ladies 
loving her to excess 1 began to curse the would be provided for, and their brothers 
servile station that placed me so far beneath be never the poorer , but that the ladies did 
the regard of this idol of my adoration , and not concur in the scheme, each of them en- 
yet I blebsed my fate, that enabled me to en- tertaining a hearty contempt for the person 
joy daily the sight of bo much perfection allotted to her for a husband by this agree- 
When she spoke I listened with pleasure , ment This information begat in me a 
but when she spoke to me, my soul was mortal aversion to Sir Timothy, whom I 
thrilled with an ecstasy of tumultuous joy looked upon as my rival, and cursed m my 
I was even so happy as to be the subject of heart for his presumption Next morning, 
their conversation , for Narcissa having ob- by day-break, being awakened by the noise 
served mo, said to her aunt, — “I see your new of the hunters and hounds, I arose to view 
footman 18 come ” Then addressing herself the cavalcade, and had a sight of my com- 
to me, asked, with ineffable complacency, if petitor, whose accomplishments (the estate 
I was the person who had been so cruelly excluded) did not seem brilliant enough to 
used by robbers ** When I satisfied her in give me much uneasiness with respect to 
this, bhe expressed a desire of knowing the Narcissn, who, I flattered myself, was not 
other particulars of my fortune, both before to be won by such qualifications as be was 
and since iny being shipwrecked Hereupon master of, citiier os to person or mmd My 
(as Mrs Sagely had counselled me) 1 told mistress, notwithstanding her precaution, 
her that 1 had been bound apprentice to the was so much disturbed by her nephew’s com 
master of a ship, contrary to ray inclination, paiij , that she did not rise till five o’clock in 
which ship had foundered at sea , that I and the afternoon , so that I had an opportunity 
four more, who chanced to be on deck when of examining her study at leisure, to which 
she went down, made shift to swim to the examination 1 was strongly prompted by my 
shore , w'hen my companions, after having curiosity Here I found a thousand scraps 
overpowered me, stript me to the shirt, and of her own poetry, consisting of three, four, 
left me, as they imagined, dead of the wounds ten, twelve, and twenty Imes, on nn infinity 
I received m my own defence Then I re- of subjects, which, as whim inspired, she had 
lated the circumstances of my being found in begiA, without constancy or capacity to bring 
a barn, with the inhuman treatment I met to any degree of composition , but, what w as 
with from the country people and parson , \ery extraordinary in a female poet, tliere 
the description of which, I perceived, drew was not the least mention made of love m 
tears from the charming creature’s eyes any of her perfonnances I counted frag- 
When I had finished my recital, my mistress ments of five tragedies, the titles of which 
f-aid, — “ Ma foy * le gar con eat hten fait were — “the Stem Philosopher — ^the Double 
To which opinion Narcissa assented with a Murder— the Sacnlegious Traitor — ^the Fall 
compliment to my understanding in the some of Lucifer— -and the l^st Day ” From whenc e 
language, that flattered my vanity extremely I OTthered that her disposition was gloomy, 
The coniersatioD, among otlier subjects, and her imagination delighted with objects of 
turned upon the young squire, whom iny lady horror Her library was composed of the 
inquired after under the title of the Savage , best English historians, poets, and pJiiloso- 
and was infermed by her niece that he was phers , of all the French critics and poet<; , 
still in bed, repairing the fatigue of last and of a few books in Italian, cbicfiy poetry, 
night’s debauch, and recruiting strength and at the head of which were Tasso and An- 
4 H* 65* 
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0 ^ 0 # pretty much used Besides these» titws- with the skins of two foxes And one badger, 
lat](»is of the classics into Erencbt but itot carried before them as trophies of their sue- 
one book in Greek or Latin , a oircuiiwUnce cess and, when they were about to sit down 
that dSBCovered her ignorance m these Ian* to dinner (or supper), Sir Timothy Thicket 
guages After having taken a fall view of desired that Narcjssa would honour thp tabic 
this collection, 1 retired, and, at the usual with lier presence , but this request, notwith. 
tune, was prepanng to lay the cloUi, when 1 atanding her brother’s threats and intreaties, 
was told by the maid that her mistress was she reused, on pretence of attending her 
still in bed, and had been do affected with the aunt, w^ho was indisposed, so I exmyedthe 
notes of the hounds in the morning, that she satisfaction ot seeing my rival mortiffed But 
actually believed herself a hare beset by tbe this disappointment made no great iiUpmsion 
hunters, and begjredi a few greens to munch on him, who consoled himself with the bottle, 
for broakfasU ^hen 1 expressed my sur- of vfhich the w^hole company became so 
piise at this unaccountable imagination, she enamoured, that, after a most horrid uproar 
gave me to understand that her lady was \ery of laughing, singing, swearing, dancing, and 
much subject to whims of this nature, some- fighting, they were all carried to bed in a 
times fancj mg herself an animal, sometimes state of utter oblivion My duty being alto- 
a piece of furniture , during which i onceited gether detached from the squire and his 
transformations, it was very dan^rous to family, I Jed a pretty easy and comfortable 
come near her, especially n hen tHic repre- life, drinking daily intoxicating draughts of 
sented a beast , for that lately, m the charac- love from the charms of Narcissa, which 
ter of a cat, she liad flown at her, and brightened on my contemplation every day 
scratched her face in a terrible manner tl at, more and more Inglonous as my present 
some months ago, she prophesied the general station was, I became blind to my own uii’ 
conflagration v\ as at liand, and nothing would worthiness, and even conceived hopes of one 
be abl( to quench it but her water, which d^ enjoying this amiable creature, whose 
therefore she kept so long that her life was in affability greatly encouraged these preeump- 
danger, and she must needs have died of the tuous thoughts 
retention, had they not found an expedient 
to make her evacuate, by kindling a bonfire 

under her chamber window, and persuading CHAPTER XL 

her that the house was in flames, upon 

which, with great deliberation, she bade them My mistress is surprised at my Zeanii/ig— 
bring all the tubs and vessels they could find, communicates her performances to me — 
to be filled, for the preservation of the house, I impart some of mine to her — am mortis 
into one ofwhich she immediately discharged fied at her faint praise-^Narcissa ap- 
the cause of lier distemper I was also in- proves of my conduct — I gam an tnvol- 
formed, that nothing contributed so much to untary conquest over the cook-wenrh and 
the recovery of her reason as music, which datry-maid^thtir mutual resentment and 
was always administered on those occasions insinuations — the jealousy of their lovers 
by Narcissa, who played perfectly well on 

the harpsichord, and to whom she (the maid) During this season of love and tranquillity, 
was just then going to intimate her aunt’-s my muse, which had lam dormant so long, 
disorder She was no sooner ^ne, than 1 awoke, and produced several small perform- 
woa summoned by the bell to my lady’s chain- ances on the subject of my flame but, as 
bor, where I found her sitting squat on her it concerned me ncaily to remain undisco- 
hams on the floor, in the manner of puss vered in my real character and sentiments, I 
when she listens to the outenes of her pur- was under a necessity of mortifying my de- 
suers When 1 appeared, she started up sire of praise, by confining my works to my 
with an alarmed look, and sprung to the ow n perusaland applause In the mean tune 
other side of the room to avoid me, wdiotn, I strove to insinuate myself into the good 
without doubt, Ahe mistook ibr a beagle opinion of both ladies, and succeeded so well, 
thirsting after her life Perceiving hear ex- by mv diligence, and dutiftd behaviour, that 
treme confbsion, I retired, and on the stair- in a little time 1 was at least a fevounte ser- 
case met the adorable Narcissa coming up, vant , and frequently enjoyed thepleasure of 
to IV horn I imparted the situation of my nds* hearing myself mentioned in Irench and 
tress She said not a word, but, smi)mg with Italian, with some degree of wamth and sur- 
itnspeakable went into her auntie prise, by tbe dear object of all my wishes, as 

apartment, and in a little time my ears were a person who had so much of the gentleman 
< ravished with tile efiR»cts of her skill She in my appeanuice and discourse, that she 
; H^compamed the instrument with a voice ho could not for her soul treat me like a com- 
« j^eet and melodious, that 1 did not vvoiMicr mon lackey My prudence and modesty 
elf the surprising change it produced on the were ncA long proof against these bewitchmg 
opihfts of my mistress, which were soon compliments On# day, while I waited at 
cohiposed to peace and sc^er reflection dinner, tbe conversation turned upon a knotty 
Ahaul seven o’clock the hunters arrived, passage of Tasso’s Gierusalem, which it 
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seems had puzzled them both After a great 
mhny unsatisfactoiy conjectures, my mis- 
tress, taking the book out of her packet, 
turned to the place in question, and read the 
sentence over and over without success , at 
length, despairing of finding the uuthor’s 
meaning, she turned to me, saying,—*^ Come 
hither, Bruno, let us see what fortune will do 
for tis , I wiU interpret to thee what goes 
before and what follows this obscure para- 
graph, the particular words of which 1 will 
also explain, that thou mayest, by companng 
one with another, guess the sense of ^hat 
which perplexes us 1 was too vam to let 
slip this opportunity of displacing my talents, 
therefore, without hesitation, read and ex- 
plained the whole of that which had discon- 
certed them, to tne utter astomshmeni xifboth 
Narcissa^s face and lovely neck were over- 
spread with blushes, from which I drew a 
favourable omen, while her aunt, after having 
stared at me a good while with a look of 
amazement, exclaimed, — “In the name of 
heaven, who art thou'*” I told her I had 
picked up a smattering of Italian during a 
voyage up the Straits At this explanation 
she shook her head, and observed, that no 
smatterer could road as I had done She then 
desired to know if I understood Prone li to 
which question I answered in the affirmative 
She asked if I was acquainted with the Latin 
and Greek I replied,— “ A little ” “ Oho 
continued she, “and wuth philosophy and 
mathematics, I suppose'*” I owned I knew 
something of each Then she icpoatpd her 
stare and interrogation I began to repent 
of my vanity, and, m order to repair the 
fault I had committed, said, it was not to be 
wmndered at if I had a tolerable education, 
for learning was so cheap in ray country, 
that every peasant was a scholar, but I hoped 
lier ladyship would think my understanding 
no exception to my character She was 
pleased to answer, — “ No, no, God forbid ” 
But during the rest of the time they sat at 
table they behaved with remarkable reserve 
This alteration gave me great uneasiness , 
and I passed the night without sleep, in mel- 
ancholy reflections on the vanity of young 
men, which prompts them to commit so 
many foolish actions, contrary to their own 
sober judgment Next day, however, instead 
of profiting by this self-condemnation, I 
yielded still more to the dictates of the prin- 
ciple I had endeavoured to chastise , and if 
fortune had not befriended me more than 
prudence^could expect, I should have been 
treated ^with the contempt it deserved After 
breakfast, my lad> , who was a true author, 
hade me follow her into the study, where she 
expressed herself thus — “ Since you are so 
learned, you cannot be void of taste , there- 
fore 1 am to desire your opinion of a small 
performance m poetry, which I lately com- 
posed You must know 1 have planned a^ 
tragedy, the subject of w’hich shall be the' 


( murder of a prince before the altar, where 
he 18 busy at his devotions After the deed 
IS perpetrated, the regicide wiU harangue 
the people With the bloody dagger in his hand , 
and I have already composed a speech, which 
I think will suit the character extremely — 
here it is ” Then taking up a scrap of 
paper, slie read with violent emphasis and 
gesture as follows 

Thus have 1 sent the simple king to hell, 

? rit1iout or coflin, shroud, or passing bell 
0 me, what are divine and human lavs' 

1 court no sniiction but my ovn applause' 

Rapes, i^obberic 8, treasons, yield my soul delight. 
And human carnage gratifies my sight 
1 diag the parent by the hoary hair, 

And toss the sprawling infuuton my speai. 
While the fond mother's cries legale mine ear 
1 fight, I vanquish, murder friends ard foes, 

Nor dire th’ immortal gods my rage oppose 

Though I did great violence to my under- 
standing m praising this unnatural rhapsodv , 

I nevertheless extolled it as a production that 
of Itself deserved immortal fame , and be- 
sought her ladyship to bless the world with 
the fruits of those uncommon talents Heaven 
had bestowed upon her She smiled with a 
look of self-corn pla( cncy, and, encouraged by 
the incense I had oftcred communicated all 
her poetical works, which 1 applauded one 
by one, w,th as little c andouras I had shown 
at first Wdtiateil with mv flattery, which, I 
hope, iny situation justified, she could not nr 
conscience rcfii&e me an opportunity of 
binning m my turn , and the’^eforc, after a 
compliment to my nice discornment and taste, 
observed, that doubtless 1 must have prodiicrd 
something in that way myself, which she de- 
sired to see This was a temptation 1 could 
by no means resist I owned, that, while I 
was at college, 1 wrote some small detached 
pieces, at the desire of a fnend who was in 
love , and at her request repeated the follow- 
ing verses, which indeed my love for Nai- 
cissa had inspired 

ox CCLL4, PLATIXO ON THE HAaPSICIfORO ARI> 
SINGING 

I 

W4ien Sappho stinick the quivering wire, 

The tfirobbing breast was all on fire 
And, vrhen she raised the vocal lay, 

1 he captive soul was charmed awa\ 

IT 

But had the nymph possessed with these 
Thy softei, ohastcr power to please, 

Thy beauteous air of sprigbth youth, 

Th\ native smites of artless truth , 

HI 

1 he worm of grief had ne\er pi eyed 
On the forsaken love-sick maid 
Nor had she mourned a hapless flame, 

Nor dashed on rocks her tender frame 
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U# 

> paid me a cold CDBipliiiient cm 

' jViMification, which ehe eaid waa^egatit 
' lliMmgli, but the subject beneath the pm dtM 
true poet I was extremely nettled at her 
indilTerence, and looked at Mwcisea, wh6 had ' 
by this tune joined us, for her approbation., but 
she dcchned giving her opimon, proUM^g 
she was no judge of these matters so that 1 
was fiirced to letire, srery much balked m 
ipijr expectation, whnm was generally a little 
^ too san^ue. In the afternoon, however, 
the waiting-maid assured me that Narcissa 
had expressedhef approbation of my perform- 
ance wi^ great warmth, and desired her to 
procure k cdpy of it, as for herself, that she 
(Narcissa) might have an opportunity to 
peruse It at pleasure I was elated to an 
» 'extravagant pitch >at this intelligence, and 
immediately transcribed a fair copy of my 
, pde, which was earned to the dear charmer, 
tdi^ther with another on the same subject, 
as follows — 

j 

1 hy fatitl sliafts uneiring more, 

1 how before thine altar, Lo^e ^ 

I feel lliy soft resifitleas flame 
Glide swift through all my vital framed 

It. 

For, while I gave, my bosom glows, 

My blood in tides impetuous flows , 

Hope, Feai, and Joy Hltcinate roll, 

^d floods of transport * whelm my soul * 

in 

My faltering tongue attempts in ^ain, 

In soothing murmurs to complain { 

My tongue some secret magic ties, 

My murmurs sink in broken sighs' 

IV 

Condemned to nurse eteinal care, 

And ever drop the silent tear , 

Unheard 1 mourn, unknown 1 sigh, 
Unfriended li>e, unpitied die ' 

Whether or not Narcissa discovered my 
passion, 1 could not learn from her behaviour, 
a which, though always benevolent tti me, was 
henceforth more reserved and less cheerfol 
While iny thoughts aspired to a sphere so 
.far above me, I had unwittingly mam a pom 
"^uest of the took- wench and daiiy<9natd, 
who became so jealous of each other, that, 

, 4£ their sentiments had been refined % edu** 

V? .Catmn, it is probable ene or othojr of thetn 
g^1|WSt*)d have had recourse to poison or steal, 
he avenged of her rival , but, us thear 
were nappify adapted to their liuiuhlu 
iBftatbm, tlieir mutual enmity was confined to 
^jmolding and fisty-cuflb, in which exenuse 
were both well skilled. My good fot-i 
did not long remain asocret , for it was 
^S^bsed by the frequent broils of these he- 
jrokiea, who kept no decorum in thrir en- 
xSoOBters The coachman and gardener, who 
paid their de\oi» to my xdmirersi, each to 
JUS fespeetiye choice, alarmed at my success, 


laid their heads together, in order jbo concert 
a plan of revenge , and jbe .former havfog 
been educated at the acadOmy of Totten^i- 
court, undertook to challenge me to smgile 
combat He accordingly, with many^oppro- 
fanous invectives, bade me defiance, and 
offered to box me for twenty guineas I told 
I him, that although I believed myself a match 
for bro, even at that work, I would nplf de- 
scend so for below the dignity of a gentle- 
man ae to %ht hke a porter, but it he had 
any thing to say to me, 1 was bis ipau at 
bluifderbuss, musket, pistol, swofd, hatchet, 
spit, cleaver, fork, or needle , nay, 1 swore, 
that, should be give his tongue anv more 
saucy liberties at my expense; I would crop 
his ears without any ceremony Hus rho- 
I domontade, delivered with a stem counte- 
nance and resolute tone, had the desired 
efibet upon my antagonist, who, with some 
confusion, sneaked off, and gave his fnend 
an account of his reception The story 
taking air amoi^ the servants, procured for 
me tlie title of Gentleman John, with which 
I was sometimes honoured, even by mv mis- 
tress and Narcissa, who bad been informed 
of the whole aifair by the chambermaid In 
the mean time the rival queens expressed 
their passion by all the ways in their power , 
the cook entertained me with choice bits, the 
dairy-maid with streakings The first would 
often encourage me to discover myself by com- 
plimenting me upon my courage and learn- 
ing, and observing, that if she liad a husband 
like me, to maintain order, and keep ac- 
counts, she could make a great deal of money 
by setting up an eating-house in London, for 
gentlemen’s servants on board-wages The 
other courted niy afiection by showing her 
own importance, and telling me, that many 
a substantial farmer in the neighbourhood 
would be glad to marry her ; but she was re- 
solved to please her eye, if she should plu^e 
her heart Then she would launch out into 
the praise of my proper person, and say, she 
was sure 1 would m^e a good husband, for 
I was very good-natured 1 began to be 
uneasy at the importunities of these mamo- 
ratas, whom, at another time, perhaps, I 
might have pleased without the disagreeable 
sauce of matrimony , but at present my whole 
soul was engrossed by Narcissa, and I could 
not bear the thoughts of doing any thing de- 
Irogatory of the passion 1 entertained for her 


CHAWfiE XU. 

Naretsta being «» dangerfiom the bntabty 
qf Sir Tmothe, is reteuedhy me, vho 
revenge PV rivel—I dechre 

my peeeien, end retrent to the tea^de— 
am mirrounded jhy emuf^Htte, and ear- 
net to BmOe^ge^nd my wn^e. Lieu- 
4en«iU BmOing, t» great ^street, and 
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At certain intervals, my ambitien woul^ not killed him, filled me with just apprehcn- 
revive , I would despise myself for my tame sion of liis resentment, which 1 found myselt 
resignation to my sordid me, and revblve a m no # condition to withstand , especially 
hundred schemes for assuming the character when I considered his intimacy with oui 
of a gentleman, to Winch I thought myself squire, to whom I knew he could justify 
entitled by birtli and education In these himself for w^hat he had done, by imputing it 
fruitless suggestions time stole away unpr- to lus love, and desinng his brother oruiti to 
ceived, and I had already remained eight take the same liberty with his sister, without 
months m the station of a footman, when an any fear of offence When we' arrived at 
accident happened that put an end to my the house, Narcissa assured me, siie would 
servitude, and for tlie present banished all exert all her influence m protecting me from 
hopes of succeeding in my love the revenge of Thicket, and likewise engage 

Narcissa went one day to \jsit Miss her aunt in my favour, at same time. 
Thicket, who lived with her brother, within pulling out her purse, offered it as n small 
less than a mde of our house, and was per- consideration for the service I had done her 
suaded tq walk home in the cool of the But I stood too much upon the punctilios of 
evening, accompanied by Sir Timothy, who, love to incur the least suspicion of being 
having a good aeal of the brute in him, was mercenary, and refused the present, by say- 
instigated to use some unbecoming fami- mg, I had merited nothing by barely doing 
liarities with her, encouraged by the solita- my duty She seemed astonished at my 
rmess of a field through wdiich they passed disinterestedness, and blushed I felt the same 
The lovely creature was incensed at his suffusion, and, with a downcast eye, and 
rude behaviour, for which she reproached broken ai cent, told her, I had one request to 
lunii m such a manner, that he lost all regard make, which, if her generosity would grant, 
to decency, and actually oflerod violence to I should think myself fully recompensed for 
this pattern of innocence aud beauty But an age of misery She changed colour at 
Heaven w'ould not suffer so much goodness this preamble, and, wnth great confusion, 
to be violated , and sent me, who, passing by replied, she hoped my good sense would 
accident near the place, was alarmed with hinder me from asking any thing she was 
her cries, to her succour What were the bound in honour to icfuse, and therefore 
emotions of my soul when I beheld Narcissa, bade me signify my desire Upon which 1 
almost sinking beneath the brutal force of kneeled and begged to kiss her hand She 
this satyr' i flew like lightning to her mimcdiately, with an averted look, stretched 
rescue , and he, perceiving me, quitted his it out , and I imprinted on it an ardent kiss, 
prey, and drew ms hanger to chastise mv and, bathing it with my tears, cried — ** Dear 
presumption My indignation w^as too high madam, I am an unfortunate gentleman, and 
to admit one thought of fear , so that, rushing love you to distraction , but would have died 
upon him, I struck his weapon out of his a tJiousand deaths rather than make this 
hand, and used my cudgel so successfully, declaration under such a servile appearance, 
that he fell to tlie ground, and lay, to all were I not determined to yield to the rigour 
appearance, without sense Then I turned of my fate, to fly from your bewitching pre - 
to Narc’ssa, who had swooned, and sitting sence, and bury my presumptuous passion in 
down by her, gently raised her head, and eternal silence ” With these words I rose 
supported it on iny bosom, wliile, w^itli my and went away, before she could recover her 
hand around her waist, I kept her m that spirits so far as to make any reply My 
position My soul was thrilled with tumul- first care was to go and consult Mrs Sagely, 
tuous joy at feeling the object of my dearest with whom I had maintained a friendly cor- 
wishes within my arms and while she lay rcspondence ever since I left her house 
insensible, I could not refrain from applying When she understood my situation, the good 
my cheek to hers and ravishing a kiss * In woman, with real concern, condoled me on 
a little time, the blood began to revisit her my uflhappy fate, and approved of my reso^ 
face , she opened her enchanting eyes, and lutiou to leave the country, as being perfectly 
having recollected her late situation, said, well acquainted with the barbarous disposition 
with a look full of tender acknowledgement — of my rival, — “ who, by this time,” said she, 
“ Dear John, I am eternally obliged to you “ has no doubt meditated a scheme of re- 
So saying, she made an effort to rise, in venge Indeed I cannot see how 3^u will 
which I assisted her« and she proceeded to be able to elude his vengeance , being himself 
the house, leaning upon me all the way* I m the commission, he will immediately gran ^ 
was a thousand times tempted by tins oppor- warrants for i^prehending you , and as oSnost 
tumty to declare my passion, but the dread all the people in this countiy are dependent 
of disobliging her Testraiaed my tonjgue on him and l^s friend, it will be impossible 
We had not moved an hundred paces from for you to find shelter among them if you 
the scene ofherdistress, when I perceived Sir should be apprehended, he will commit you 
Timothy rise and walk hoiheward; a eircum* to jail, where you may possibly languish in 
stance, which, though it gave me some satis, i great miseiy till the next assizes, and then 
faction, inasmuch as I thereby knew I had he transported to assaulting a magistrate ” 
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While she thus warned me of my dauj^r, precaution , for when vre came within sijht 
we heand a knocking at the door> wmeh of the French shore, one of the smugglers 
threw US both into great constematmiiv aa, told me, I must pay for my passage To 
in all probability, it was occasioned by my this declaration 1 replied, that my passage 
puraum, whereupon this gehettnis old lady, was none of my own seeking, thcreWre they 
putting two guineas intotrwliand, with team conld not expect a reward from me for trans- 
in her eyes, hade me, for Cfod’s sake, get out porting me mto a slran^ country by force 
at the back door, and consult mj suety as “ Damme •’* said the outlaw, ** none of your 
Providence should direct me There was palaver , but let me see what money you naye 
no time for ddbberation I followed her got ” So saying, he thrust Ins hand into mv 
advice, and escaped W the benefit of a dark pocket without any ceremony, and emptied 
night to the sea-side, where, while I rumi- it of the contents then casting an eye at my 
nated on my lupct excursion, I Was all of a hat and wig, which captivated his fancy, he 
<niddeii sufimmded by armed men, who, took them off, and clapping his own on ray 
having my hands and feet, bade me head, declared that a fair exchange was no 
ma^ke no noise, on pain of being shot, and robbery I was fain to put up with the bar- 
CSrned me on board of a vessel, which I gain, which was by no means favouiahle to 
soon pejrceived tp be a smuggling cutter me , and a little while after we went all on 
This discovery gave me some satismction at shore together 

first, because I considered myself safe from I resolved to take my leave of these des- 
the resentment of Sir Timothy but when I peradocs without much ceremony, when one 
found myself in tho hands of ruffians, who of them cautioned me against appearing to 
threatened to execute me for a spy, I would their prejudice, if ever 1 returned to England, 
have thought myself happily quit for a year’s unless I had a mind to be murdered, for 
imprisonment, or even transportation It which service, he assured me, the ^ng never 
was in vain for mo to protest innoocnce I wanted agents I piomised to observe his 
cpuld not persuade them that 1 had taken a advice, and departed for the upper town, 
solitary walk to their haunt at such an hour, where I inquired for a cabaret or public-house, 
merely for my own amusement , and I did into which I went, with an intention of taking 
not think it my ipterest to disclose the true some refreshment In the kitchen, five Dutch 
cause of my retreat, because I was afraid sailors sat at breakfast, with a large loaf, a 
they would have made their peace with justice, fiikm of butter, and a keg of brandy, the bung 
by surpendenug me to the penalty of the law of which they often applied to then moutlis 
What confirmed their suspicion u as the with great perseverance and satisfaction At 
appearance of a custom-house yacht, which some distance from them I perceived another 
gave them chase, ami had well nigh made a person in the same garb, sitting in a pensive 
prize of the vessel , when thiw were delivered solitary manner, entertaining himself with a 
from their fears by a thick fog, Which effoc- whif of tobacco from the stump of a pipe as 
tually screened them, and favoured their black as jet The appearance of distress 
arrival at Boulogne But before they had never failed to attract my regard and corn- 
got out of sight <3 their pursuer, they held a pasbion , I approached this forlorn tar with a 
council of war about me , and Some of the view to offer him my assistance , and, not- 
most forocious among them would have withstanding the alteration of dress, and dis- 
thrown me overboard, as a traitor who had guise of a long beard, I discovered in him my 
betrayed them to their enemies , but others, long lost and lamented uncle and bonefiictor, 
more ronbiderate, alleged, that, if they put Lieutenant Bowling ’ Good Heaven ’ what 
me to death, and should afterwards be taken, were the ablations of my soul, between the 
they could expect no mercy from the legis- joy of finding again suen a valuable friend, 
lature, which would never pardon outlawry and tho sorrow of seeing him in such a low 
ag gr avated by murder It was therefore condition * Tho tears gushed down my 
determined, by a plurality of votes, Aat I checks , 1 stood motionless and silent for 
eboifid be set on shore in France, and left to some time , at len^h, recovering the use of 
find my IMtssage back to England as I should meeh, exclaimod,— “ Gracious God » Mr 
think propel , Uiis being pumshmont suffioieitt Bowling ” My uncle no sooner heard his name 
for the bare suspicion of a crime m itself not mentioned, than he started up, cmng, with 
oapital Although this fovouraUe determi- some surpnse,—** Holla *” imd after having 
gaxe me great pleasure, the appeoheu-* looked at me steadiastly wftbout b^ng able 
n of being roobed would not suirer me to to recollect me, eaid» — “ Did you call me, 
’ perfectly at ease To prevent thie calamity* brother’” Itoldhimlhadsomethu^extra- 

J jMpi soon SjS Lwas untieo, in opnsequence of ordinary to communicate, and desired him to 
JSe foresaid decision, 1 lore a email hole hi give me the bea|mg for e few minutes in 
my Stockings, into which I dropped another rwto. biff he would by no means eon- 
N reserv mg half a piece and some sent to this propoea](# saying,-—** Avast there, 

in my pocket, that, finding something, friend ; none of yoir tncks upon travellen 

a lhight not be tempted to make any if you have any thing to say to m^ do it 
r Jnqtptyt This was a very necessary 1 above board; you need not be afraid of being 
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overheard , here are none who understand having but little money when I came ashore, 
oiiV lingo.” Thou^ 1 was loth to discover it was soon spent, because 1 let them have 
myself before company, I could no longer re- share and share while it lasted Howsoin- 
frain from telling him 1 was his own nephew, ever, I should have remembered the old say- 
Rodenck Random On this information, he mg, every hoff hu awn apple for when they 
considered me with great earnestness and foupd uphold nnstowed, they went all hands 
astonishment, and, recalling my features, to8hdohngandbcgging,andhecauseIwould 
which, thou^ enlarged, were not entirely not take a spell at the same duty, refhsed ti> 
^altered since he had seen me, came up, and give me the least assistance , so that 1 have 
shook me by the hand very cordially, pro« not broken bread these two days ” 1 was 

testing he was glad to see me well After shocked at the extremity of his distress, and 
some pause he went on thus — And yet, my ordered some bread, cheese, and wine, to be 
ladflamsony to see you under such coloirs, brought immediately, to allay his hunger, 
the more so, as it is not in my power, at until a fricassee of chickens could be pre- 
present, to change them for the better, times pared When he had recruited his spirits 
being very hard with me ” With these words, with this homely fare, I desired to know titc 
I could perceive a tear trickle down his fur- particulars of his peregnnation since the ac- 
rowed checks, which afibeted me so much, cident at Cape Tiberoon which were bnedy 
that I wept bitterly Imagining my sorrow these. The money he had about him being 
was the effect of my own misfortune, he all spent at Port Louis, the civility and hob- 
comforted mo, with observing that life was a pitality of the French cooled to such a do- 
voyage m which wc must expect to meet grec, that he was obliged to list on board onO^ 
• with all weathers , sometimes it was calm, of their king’s ships as a common fore-mast 
sometimes rough , that a fair gale often sue- man, to prevent himself from starving on 
ceeded a storm , that the wind did not always shore In tins situation he continued two 
sit one way, and that despair signified nothing, years, during which tune he had acquired 
but that resolution and skill were better than some knowledge of their language, and the 
a stout vessel , for why * bcc ause they require reputation ot a good seaman flie ship ho 
no carpenter, and grow stronger the more belonged to was ordered home to France, 
labour they undergo I dried up my tears, where she was laid up os unfit for service, 
which 1 assured him were not shed for my and he was received onboard of one of Mon- 
own distrc&B, but for his, and begged leave to sicur D’ Antin’s ^uadron, in quality of quarter- 
accompany him to another room, where we master, winch omcr ho performed in a voyage 
could converse more at our ease There I to the West Indies, where they engaged with 
recounted to him the ungenerous usage I had our ship as before related , but his rouse lenre 
met with from Potion , at winch ^elation he upbraiding him for serving tlie enemies of his 
started up, stalked across the room three or country, he quitted ^ic ship at the same plai o 
four times in a great huiry, and, graspinghis wheie lie first listed, and got to Curacoa, in 
cudgel, cried— “ I would I were alongside of a Dutch vessel , there he bargained witli a 
him — ^that*8 all — I would I were alongside of skipper bound to Europe, to work for his 
him I then gave him a detail of all my passage to Holland, from whence he was m 
adventures and sufferings, which affected him hopes of hearing from his fnends in England , 
more than I could have imagined , and con- but was cast away, as he mentiipned before, 
eluded with tcUng him that (’aptain Oakum on tlie French coast, and mu^t have been 
was still alive, and that lie might return to reduced to the necessity of travelling on foot 
England when he would to solicit his affairs, to Holland, and bcggmg for his subsistence 
wiwout danger or molestation Ho was on the road, or of entering on board of 
wonderfully pleased with this piece of infor- another French man of war, at the hazard of 
mation, of which, however, he said he could being treated as a deserter, if Providence 
not at present avail himself, for want of had not sent me to his succour — “And now, 
money to pay for his passage to London my lad,” continued he, “ 1 think I shall stem 
This objection I soon lemoved, by putting my course directly to London, where I do 
five giuneas into his hand, and telling him, 1 not doubt of being replaced, and of having 
thought myself extremely happy in having an the R taken off me by the lords of the adini- 
opportunity of manifesting my gratitude to rally, to whom I intend to write a petition 
him in his necessity But it was with the setting forth my cose If I succeed, I shall 
utmost difficulty I could prevail upon him to have wherewithal to give you some assis- 
accept of two, which he affirmed were more tonce, because, when I left the ship, I had 
than sufficient to deftay the necessary ex- two years pay due to mo , therefore I desire 

K After this friendly contest was over, to know whether you are bound , and besides 
}po6ed we should have a mess of some- perhaps 1 mwy have interest enough to pro- 
thiDg, “For*” said he, “it has been banyan- cure a warrant appointing you surgeon’s 
day with me a great while. You must know, mate of the ship to which I shall belong , for 
I was slupwre^ed five diiys ago, near a place the beadle of the admiralty is my good mend, 
called IdsieuXf in company with those Dutch- and he and one of the under clerks are sworn 
men who ate now dnnking below , and brothers* and that under clerk has a good 
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deal to say with one of the upper clerks, who 
IS vei^ well known to the under secretary, 
who, upon his recommendation, I hope, will 
recommend my aifair to the first secretary, 
and he a^am will speak to one of the lords 
in my behalf, so that you see 1 do not want 
friends to assist me on occasion As for the 
fellow Crampley, Iho’f I know him not, I am 
bure he is neither seaman nor officer, by what 
you have told mo, or else he could never be 
80 much mistaken in Ins reckoning, as to run 
the ship on shore on the coast of Sussex, 
before he believed himself in soundings, 
neither, when that accident happened, would 
he have left the ship until slie liad been stove 
to pieces, especially when the tide was 
making, wherefoie, by this time, J do sup- 
pose he has been tried by a coiirt-rnartial and 
executed for liis c owardice and misconduct ** 
I could not help ‘‘imling at tiie description of 
my uncle’h ladder, by whicli he proposed to 
*cltmb to the attention of the board of admi- 
ralty , and though 1 knew the world too well 
to ctinfide in such dependence myself, I 
would not disc oui age him with doubts, but 
asked if he had no friend in London who 
w ould advance a sm«ill sum of money to ena- 
ble him to appear as he ought, and make a 
small present to the under secretary, who 
ringlit possibly dispatch his business the 
sooner on that account lie scratched his 
head, and, after some recollection, replied, — 
“ Why, yes, I believe Darnel Whipcord, the 
ship-chandler in Wappiiig, would not refuse 
me sue h a small matter I know I can have 
what credit I want, for lodging, licjuor, and 
c lot lies , but as to money I wont be positive 
1) id honest Block been living, I should not 
liM\c been at a loss ” I was heartily sorry 
to bud a uoithy man so destitute of friends, 
wlu n he had such need of them , and looked 
upon my own situation as less miserable than 
his, because^ I was bettor acquainted witii the 
seltislmcss and roguery of mankind, conse- 
quently less liable to disappointment and 
imposition 
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}l€ takf s his passffgre in a cutter for Oeal — 
lec me accosted by a priest, who proves 
to be a Scotchman — hiv profession of 
frundshtp — he ii affronted hy the lieuten- 
ant, who afteribards appiasss htm by 
submission — my uncle embai ks — lam m- 
t^odiLccd by a priest to a camichm^ tn 
whose company 1 set out for Paris — the 
character of my fellow-traveller-^an ad- 
venture on the ioad-—l am shocked at 
k%s hehavtour 

"Wmii our repast was ended, we walked 
down to the* harbour, where we found a cut- 
ter that was to s,ul for Deal in Uie evening, 
and Mr Bowling agreed for his passage ra 


the mean time, we sauntered about tlie town 
to satisfy our curiosity, our conversation 
turning on the subject of my designs, which 
were not as }et fixed neither can it be sup- 
posed that my mind was at ease, «when 1 
found myself reduced almost to extreme pov- 
erty 111 the midst of foreigners, among whom 
1 had not one acquaintance to advise and 
befriend me My uncle was sensible of my, 
forlorn condition, and pressed me to accom- 
pany him to England, where he did not doubt 
of finding some sort of provision for me but, 
besides the other reasons I had for avoiding 
that kingdom, 1 looked upon it at this tune as 
tlie worst country in the univerbe for a poor 
honest man to live in, and therefore deter- 
mined to remain in France at all events 1 
was confirmed in this resolution by a revei- 
end priest, w ho, passing by at tins tunc, and 
overheanng us spcalc English, accosted us in 
the same language, telling us he was o ir 
countryman, and wishing it might be in hi‘ 
power to do us any service We thanked* 
this grave person for his courteous offer, and 
invited him to drink a glass with u^, which 
he did not think proper to refuse, and we 
went altogether into a tavern of Ins recom- 
mending After having drank to our healths 
in a bumper of good Burgundy, he began to 
inquire into our situation, particularly the 
place of oiir nativity, which wc no sooner 
named, than he started up, and, wringing our 
hands with great fervour, shed a flood of 
tears, crying, — “ 1 1 ome from the same part 
of the country ' perhaps you arc my ow n 
relations 1 was on my guard against his 
caresses, which I suspected very much, wlie i 
I remembered the adventure of the inonr y- 
dropjier , but, without any appearance of dif- 
fidence, observed, that, as he was born in that 
part of the country, he must certainly know 
our family, which (howsoever mean uiir 
present appearance might be) was none of 
the most obscure or inconsiderable TJien 
I discovered our names, to which I found 1 e 
was no stranger He had known my grand- 
father personally, and notwithstanding an 
absence of fifty years from Scotland, le- 
counted so many particulars of the fiiinilies 
in the neighbourhood, that my scruples were 
entiiely removed, and I thought myself h ippy 
m his acquaintance In the course of oi r 
conversation, I disclosed my condition v/ith- 
out reserve, and displayed talents to such 
advantage, that the old father looked upon 
me with admiration, and assured me, that if 
I staid in France, and listened to reason, I 
could not fail of making my fortune, o which 
he would contribute all in his power 
My uncle began to be jealoujs of the priest’s 
insinuation, and very abruptly declared Ilut, 
if ever I should renounce my religion, he 
would break off all connection and rorre..- 
pondcnce wfth me , for it was his opmiun, 
that no honest man would swerve from the 
principles in which he was bred, whether 
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'Curkifib, Protestant, or Roman The iatiier, out to my advanta^, and therefore resolved 
afih>nted at thia declaration, with ^at to cultivate it as much 1 could W«th this 
hemence began a long discourse, setting forth view, We visited him at his convent, accord- 
the danger of obstinacy, and shutting one’s mg to his invitation, where be treated us 
eyes aigainst the light Ho said, that igno- with wine and sweetmeats, and showed us 
ranee would be no plea towards lustildcation, every thing that was remarkable m the mon- 
whon we had opportunities of being better astery* Having been thus entertained, u c 
informed , and toat, if the minds of people took our leave, though not before 1 had pro- 
ha^ not been open to conviction, the Chns- mised to see him next day , and the time hxed 
tian religion could not have been propagated for my uncle’s embarking being come, 1 ar- 
in the world, and we should now be in a state companied him to the harbour, and saw him 
of pagan darkness and barbarity H^en- on board We parted not without tears, 
deavoured to prove, ty some texts of scrip* after bad embraced, and wislicd one 
ture, and many quotations from the fathers, another all manner of prospenty , and he eo- 
that the pope was the successor of St Peter, treated me to write to him often, directing to 
and vicar of Jesus Christ ; that the Church Lieutenant Bowling, at the sign of the Union 
of Rome was the true holy catholic chnreh , flag, near the Hermitage, London 
and that the protestant faith was an impious 1 returned to the house in which we bad 
heresy and damnable schism, by which many met, where I passed the night m a very soli- 
milhons of souls would suffer everlasting tary manner, reflecting on the seventy of my 
perdition When he had finished lus ser. fate, and endeavounng to project some likely 
mon, which I thought lie pronounced with scheme of life for the future , but my invcn- 
morc zeal than discretion, he addressed him- tion failed me , 1 saw notlung but insur- 
self to my uncle, and desired to know his mountable difficulties in my way, and was 
objections to what bad been said The lieu- ready to despair at the miserable prospect 
tenant, whoso attention had been wholly en- Thai I might not, however, neglect any 
grossed by his own affairs, took tho pipe out probable means, 1 got up in the morning, and 
of his mouUi, and replied, — “ As tor me, went directly to tho father, whose advice and 
friend, d’ye see, I have no objection to what assistance I implored He received me very 
you say , it may be either true or false for kindly, and gave me to understand that there 
what I know, 1 meddle with nobody’s affairs was one way of life m whiih a person of my 
but my own , the gunner to his linstock, and talents could not fail of making a great figure 
the steersman to the helm, as the saying is I guessed his meanmg, and tmd him once for 
T trust to no creed but tiie compass, and do all, 1 was fully determined against any alter- 
imto every man as I would be done by*, so ation in point of religion , therefore, if bis 
that I defy the pope, the devil, and the pre- proposal regarded the church, he might save 
tender, and hope to be saved as ell as himbelf the trouble of explaining it He 
another ” This association of persons gave shook his head, mid sighed, saying, — “ AIi ' 
great offence to the fnar, who protested, in son, son, what a glorious jirospect is here 
a mighty passion, that, if Mr Bowling had not spoiled by your btiibborn prejudice ' Suffer 
been his countryman, he would have caused yourself to be persuaded by reason, and con- 
him to be imprisoned for his insolence I suit )our temporal welfare as well as the 
ventured to disapprove of iny undo’s rasli- concerns of your eternal soul 1 can by my 
ness, and appeased the old gentleman by intercbt procure your admission as a novi- 
suring him there was no offence intended by ciate into this convent, where I will su]>erui' 
my kinsman, who, by this time, sensible of tend and direct you with a truly paternal 
his error, shook the injured party by the affection ” Then he launched out into the 
harOd, and asked pardon for the freedom he praises of a monastic life, which no noise 
bad taken Matters being amicably compro- disturbs, no cares molest, and no danger in- 
mised, he invited us to come and see him in vadcs, where the heart is weaned from car- 
the afternoon at the convent to which he be- nal attachmonts, the grosser appetites sub- 
longed, and took his leave for the present , dued and ohastised, and the soul wafted to 
when my uncle recommended it strongly to divine regions of philosophy and truth on the 
me to persevere in the religion of my fore- wings of studious contemplation But his 
fathers, whatever advantages 1 might propose eloquence was lost upon me, whom two con- 
to myself by a change, which could not fail siderations enabled to withstand his tempta- 
of disgracing myself, and dishonouring my tions, namely, my promise to my uncle, and 
&mi]y. I assured him no consideration my aversion to an ecclesiastical life , for, as to 
should mduce me to forfeit his friendship the difference of religion, I looked upon it as 
and good opinion on that score ; at which a thing of too small moment to come in corn- 
assurance he discovered great satisfkction, petition with a man’s fortune JPmding rno 
and put me m mind of dinner, which we im- immovable on this head, he told me be wab 
mediately bespoke, and, when it was ready, more sonw than ofibnded at my non-conipli> 
ate together ance, ana still ready to employ his good 

I umigtned my acquamtance with the Scot- offices in my behalf ** The same erroneous 
tish pnest, if properlv managed, might turn maxims,’* said he, that obstruct your 
4 1* 56 
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prottK>tion ui the church, wall anikllaUv pre* 
\cttt your advancement in the army , but if 
you can brook the condition of a ectrvant* I 
am acqiuunted with some people of at 
Verb lilies, to a horn I cap ^ve you letters of 
recommendation, that you may be eutertamed 
by some one of them m quality of mettrs 
fi* hotels and I do not doubt that TOur qoaii- 
hr atione wall soon entitle you to better pro- 
vision/’ 1 embrace^ hie ofler with great 
( uniestness , and he appomtod me to come 
back in the afternoon, when bo would not 
only give me letters, but likewise intro-* 
ducG me to a capuchin of has acquaintance, 
who mteuded to set out for Pans next morn- 
ing* m whose company 1 might travel, with- 
out boing at the expense of one livrc during 
the wliole journey This piece ot good news 
gave me miimte pleasure , I acknowledged 
my obligation to iho benevolent father an the 
most grateful expression*. , and lie perfoimod 
has promibc to a tittle, an delivering the 
letters, and making nif acquainted with the 
i apu( lull, with whom 1 departed next morn- 
ing by bra ik of day 

[t was not long before I discovered my 
ft ilow travclh r to be a merry faceuoustcllow, 
w ho, notwitlistanding his proftbsion and ap- 
pearance of mortification, loved good eating 
and drinking betUr than his rosirv, ana 
pud more aaoration to a pretty gnJ thdn to 
the Virgin Mary or St Genev icvo He was 
a thick brawny young man, with red cve- 
brows, a hook nose, a tu< cm nod with 
freckles , and hm name wan True Bulth izir 
Hib order did not permit him to wear Imcn, 
HO that, having htUt oct ibion to imdiiss 
himsell, he was none of the clcanlifbt ani- 
inalH in tlu world , and li s (on*!titution w is 
natmally ho stroiigl} scented, that I alw lyc 
thought it tonvunont to Uip to the wind- 
wara of him m our march As he w is ptr- 
ieitly w<ll known on the roid, We fared 
sumjituuubly without any cost and the fatigue 
of our joinnev was much alleviated by the 
good huinoui of my companion, who sung an 
inlimtc numlK r of catches on the bubjccts ot 
love and wine Wc took up our lodging tlic 
first night at a peasant’s house not far from 
Abbovule, where we were entertained With 
an excellent ragout, cooked by out landlord’s 
daughU rs, one ot whom was very handsome 
Aftei having eaten lieartily, and drank a 
imdicieut quantity of small wme, we were 
conducted to a bam, where we found a couple 
'' of carpets sprtad upon dead straw for our 
reception We had not lam in this situation 
above half an hour, when wo heard somebody 
knock softly at thedooi, upon which Mtho- 
SMt got up, and let in our host's two daughters, 
‘Wbow anted to have some private conversation 
^ 1^10 inm in the dark When they had 
WliiBpeied together some time , the capuchin 
tamo to me, and asked if I was msensible to 
loVGt so hard<^hearteJ as to refuse a sharci 


of my bed to a pretty maid who had a tendre 
for me ^ 1 must own, to my shame, that I 
suffered myself to be overcome by my passion, 
and with great eagerness seized the occasion, 
when 1 understood that the amiable Nanette 
was to be my bed-fellow In vam £d my 
reason suggest the respect tliat 1 owed 
to my dear mistress Nareissa , the idea of 
that lovely charmer rather increased than 
allayed the ferment of roy spirits , and the 
}oung paysanne bad no reason to complain 
of my remembrance Early m the morning 
tho^Jcind croatures left us to our repose, 
which lasted till eight o’clock, when we got 
up, and were treated at breakfast with choco- 
late and reau dc vu by oui paramours, ot 
whom wc took a tinder leave, after my 
(ompanion hod confessed and given tlictn 
absolution While we proceeded un our 
jouinej, the conversation turned upon the 
night’s adventure, being introduced by the 
capuchin, who asked me how [ liked my 
lodging I declared my satisfaction, and 
tViked m rapture of the agri^able Nanette, 
at whi(h he bhook his head, and, smiling, 
said, she was a montau j^our la honnt 
bouche “ T never valued myself,” contm icd 
he, “ upon any thing so much as the conqiu t 
of Nanette , and, vanity apart, I have bet n 
pretty fortunate m my amours ” Thin inlor 
mation bhocked me not a little, is I was well 
ce minced ot bn imimxcy with her sistci 
xnd though I did not care to tax linn with 
downright incest, I professed my astonish 
moiil ot his lust night’s thoitc, when, I 
supposed, the other was at las devotion 
To this hint he answcrid, that, besides his 
natural complaisance to tJie s(x, he had 
another reason lor distributing his fuours 
equally between them, namely, to pieserve 
peace in the family, which could not other- 
wise be maintained , that, mouovcr, N uiette 
had tonecived an affcetion foi me, ind he 
loved her too well to balk her inclination, 
more especially when ho hid an oppoitunity 
of obliging his fhend at the same time 1 
thanked him for this instance ofhisfnendship, 
Uiuugh 1 was extreme!} disgusted at his 
want of delicacy, and cursed the o(ca6ion 
that threw mo in his wa> Libertine as I 
was, 1 could not bear to see a man behave so 
wide of the character he assumed 1 looked 
upon him as a person of very little worth or 
lionesty, and should have even kept a wary 
eye upon my pocket, if 1 had tliought be could 
have any temptation to steal But I could 
not conceive the use of moqey to a capuchin, 
who lb obliged, by the rules of hia ardor, to 
appear like a beggar, and emoys all other 
necessaries of life gratia * bosidles, my fellow- 
traveller seemed to be of a complexion too 
careless and sanguine to give me any appre- 
hension on that score , so that 1 proceeded 
With great conftdetice, in expectation of being 
soon at my journey’s end 
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chapter XL!H 

"We lodge at a home near Amienn^ where J 
am robbed by the capiehm, who eecofes 
while I am asleep — / go to ^oyons m 
search of Am, hut withmt success — make 
my condition known to several people^ 
but find no rehef^grow desperate-^-^om 
a company of soldters^enlht in the regu 
mcnt of Picardy — we are ordered into 
Germany^l find the fatigues of Jthe 
march almost intolerable — quarreh with 
my comrade in a dispute about politics 
— Af challenges me to the fields wounds 
and disarms me 

Tnfi third night of our pilgrimage we paosed 
at a house near Amiens, where Balthazar 
being unknown, we supped upon indifferent 
fare* and sour wine, and were fain to he in 
a ^rret, upon an old mattross, which, I 
believe, had been m the posbossion of ten 
thou&and myriads of fleas, time out of mind 
We did not invade their territory with 
impunity in than a minute we were 
attacked by btingb innumerable , in spite of 
whicli, however, w( fell fast aslei'p, being 
excessively fktigued with our day’s march, 
and did not awake till near nine next morn- 
ing , when seeing myself alone, I started nji 
ju a terrible fright, and examining my pockets, 
found my presaging fear too true My 
companion had made free with my cash, and 
left me to beck my way to Pans by mygelf 
I ran down stairs immediately, an ' v j^h a 
look full of grief and amazement, iiu[iiicd 
for the mendicant, who, thny gave me to 
understand, had sot out four hour& before, 
after having told them I was a little indis- 
posed, and desired f might not be disturbed, 
but be informed when I should wake that he 
had taken the road to Noyons, where he 
bliould w ait for my coming at the* Coq d'Or I 
spoke not a word, but with a heavy heart 
directed ray course to that place, at which I 
arrived m the aftenioon, famting with wcan- 
neas and hunger , but learned, to my utter 
confusion, that no such person had been there 
It was happy for me that 1 had a good deal 
of resentment iii my constitution, which ani- 
mated me on such occasions against the 
villainy of mankind, and enabled me to bear 
misfcntunes otherwise intolerable Boiling 
with indignation, 1 discovered to the host my 
deplorable condition, and inveighed with 
great bittemesb against the treachery of 
Balthazar, at which he shrugged up his 
shoulders, and, with a peculiar grimace in 
his Countenance, said, he was sorry for iiiv 
misfortune, but there was no remedy like 
patience At that instant some guests 
arrived, to whom ho hastened to offer hi& 
service, leaving tine mortified at his indiffer- 
ence, and fully peibuaded that an innkeeper 
ts the bame sordid animal all the vvoild o/er 


While I stood m the porch, forlorn and 
undetermined, venting eiaculations of ciir&es 
against the thief who robbed me, and the old 
priest who recommended liim to my friend- 
ship, a young gentleman, richly dressed, 
attended by a valet^dc-chambrc and two ser- 
vants m livery, arrived at the inn [ thought 
1 perceived a great deal of sweetness and 
good-nature in his countenance , therefore 
he had no sooner alighted than 1 accosted 
him, and, in a few words, explained my 
situation He listened with groat polileness, 
and, when 1 had made an end of my story, 
said, — “ Well, Monsieur, what would you 
have me to do'*” I was effectually abashed 
at this interrogation, which I believe no man 
of oominon sense or generosity could make, 
and made no other reply than a low bow 
lie returned the compliment still lower, and 
Iript into an apartment, while the landlord 
let me know, that my standing there to 
interrupt company gave offence, and might 
do him infinite piejudice Tie had no occa- 
bion to repeat his insinuation , I moved from 
the place limned lately , and was so mueh 
transported with grief, anger, and disdain, 
that a torrent of blood gublied from iny nos- 
trils In this ecstasy, I quitted No> ons, and 
betook myself to the fields, where I wandered 
about like one distracted, till my spirits were 
quite exhaubted, and I was obliged to thiow 
mybclf down at the root of a tree, to rest my 
weaned limbs Here my rage foisook me , 

I began to feel the importunate crav of 
nature, and relapsed into silc nt sorrow and 
ii'f laiicholy reflection J revolved all tlie 
cimit's 1 had been guilty of, and found them 
bo It w and venial, that I could not compre- 
hend the jiMitr ol that Providence, which, 
after having exposed me to so mueh wrote li- 
ediiess and danger, left me a prc*y to famine 
at last in a foreign country, where I had not 
one friend or aequo iiitance to close my eyes, 
and do the last offices of humanity to mv’ 
mitoerable earcatis A thousand times I 
wished myself a bear, that I might retreat 
to woods and deserts, far from the inhospi- 
table haunts of man, where I could live bv 
my own talents, independent of treacherous 
friends and supercilious scorn 
As f lay 111 this manner groaning over m> 
hapless fate, I heard the sound of a violin, 
and, raising my head, jverceived a coinpany 
of men and women dancing on the glass at 
some distance fVom me 1 looked upon this 
to be a favourable season for distress to 
attract compassion, when every scUish 
thought IS banished, and the heart dilated 
with mirth and social |oy , wherefore I got 
up and approached those happy people, 
whom I soon discovered to be a paity ot 
boldiers, with their wives and children, un 
bending and diverting thembelves at this 
fate, after tlie fatigue of a march I hid 
never before seen such a parrel of snrt 
crowi together, neither could I lecopcde 
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tbeur g&ant looks, their sfliuilifl sad 
nmd attue, wad evpiy other es;tsim syiap>- 
tm of extreme woe, with this s^i^i^Ssrsacs of 
IMtivity. I saluted them, howf^ Slid was 
received with great {yofaSeuess; ridtioh 
they ibrmed a nog, and daohed arouad me* 
This jollity had a woadecfiiil ^ect upon my 
spintb * I was mfected iinlfa their gausty, aao, 
w spite of my dismal situstioef for^t toy 
cares, and joined in their extravagance. 
When we reisreated ounelves a good 
while at tine diveraion, the ladies spread 
their manteaos on the ground, upon which 
they emptmd their hnapsachs o^aome onions, 
coarse broad, and a few flasks of poor wme 
Bemg invited to a sharp of the banquet, 1 sat 
dpWn with the rest, and in the whole course 
of my life never made a more comfortable 
meal. Wlien our repast was ended, we got 
up again to dance, and now that 1 found 
mysmf refleshed, 1 behaved to the admiration 
of n ery bod) I was loaded with a thousand 
compliments and professions of friendship 
The men commended my person and agility, 
and the women were loud in praise of my 
bonne ^ruce the setjeant, m particular, 
expressed so much regard for me, and de- 
scribed the pleasures of a soldier’s life with 
so much art, that I hegan to listen to his 
proposal of enlisting me in the sonitc , and 
the more I considered my own condition, 
the more I was convinoed of the necessity I 
MS under to oomd to a speedy determination 
Having therefore maturely weighed the cir- 
oumstanees pro and con, 1 signiflcd my 
aonsefit, and waa admitted into the regiment 
of Picardy, said to be the oldest corps in 
Europe The company to whu b this com- 
mand belonged a as quartered at a village not 
far off, whither we marchpd next day, and I 
was presented to my captain, whoaeemed very 
weU pleased with my appearance, gave me a 
crown to dnnk, and ordered me to be accom- 
modated with clothes, arms, and accoutre- 
ments. Then I sold my lively suit, purchased 
linen, and, as I wab at great pains to learn 
.the exercise, in a very short time became a 
Complete Boldici. 

It was not long before we received orders 
to join aevtral more regiments, and march 
with all expedition into Germany, in w^hr 
to reinforce Marosc ha) due de Noiulles, who 
' Was then miraraped with his army On the 
side of ttie n\ er Mayne^ to watch the motipna 
of the English, Ilanovenans, Austrians^ and 
f Hessians* under the omnmandof the EM ^ 
\ Stiur* We began our march acoordmdy* 
Md then I lv‘exme acquainted with mi 
I aart of a soldiers hib to which 1 had been 
P^ftWherto a stranger It is impossible to 
/^dMxribe the hunger and tlurst I sttstaiUed, 
tOT tho fatigue 1 underwent in a march of 
adr miMW hitwllf d miles , dunng which 1 was 
aqiij|pim obai^ with the liept and motion of 
mwtlliMi that m a very short time the mside 
of «(f thijfos and logs were deprived of slcm, 


and Ipniceededm the Utmost torture, This 
misfortune I owed to the plummesa of my 
eopsutution, winch 1 cursed, aid^nVied the 
withlimd condition of my cdmmdbsn Whose 
bodsea cpi^ not spare mice enough tonsupply 
a common issue, ana were indeed proof 
agamst all manner of friction The continual 
pam I felt made me fretfuh and mv peevish- 
ness was increased by the mortiflcation of 
my pnde, m seeing those nusershle wretches, 
whom a hard gale of wind would have scat- 
ter^ through the air like chaff, bear those 
toils with alacrity, under which 1 was ready 
to sink 

One day, while wc cigoycd a halt, and the 
soldiers with their wiyos had gone out to 
dance, according to custom, my comrade 
staid at home with me on pretence of friend- 
ship, and insulted me with his pity and con- 
solation He told me, though I was young 
and tender at present, I would soon be 
seasoned to the service, and he did not 
doubt but 1 should have the honour to con- 
tribute m some measure to the glory of the 
king “ Have courage, therefore, my child,” 
said he, « and pray to God, that you may be 
as happy as 1 am, who have had the honour 
of serving Lewis the Great, and of receding 
many wounds in helping to ebtablish his 
glory ” When I looked upon the contempti- 
ble object that pronounced these words, I 
was amazed at ifio infatuation that possessed 
him, and could not help expressing my 
astonishment at the absurdity of a rational 
being, who thinks himself bighlv honoured 
in being permitted to encounter abject 
poverty, oppression, famine, disease, mutila- 
tion, and evident death, merely to gratify 
the VICIOUS ambition of a prince, by whom 
his sufferings uero disre^rded, and liis 
name utterly unknown 1 observed, that, if 
his situation was the consequence of com- 
pulsion, ] \vould praise liis patience and 
fortitude m bearing his lot , if he had taken 
up arms in defence of his injured country, lie 
was to be applauded for his patnotism , or, 
if he had fled to this way of life as a refuge 
flrom a greater evil, be was justifiable m his 
own conscionee (though 1 could ha\e no 
notion of misery more extreme than that he 
suffbred); but to put his condition on the 
IboUng ^ conducing to the gloiy of his 
prmce, was no more than profbi^g himself 
a desperate slaiei who vcduntanly underwent 
the utmost wretchedness and pent and com- 
mitted the most flagrant dimes, to soothe 
the barbarous pride of a folloW-crestuiie, his 
snpenor in nothing but the power he derived 
from the submission of such wretches as 
him The soldier tyasVbry Uiuch affronted 
at the libeity 1 took with his king, which he 
smd no^ifng but say ignorapee could excuse. 
He affirmed, thst the characters of princes 
wore saoreeb idtvd rmght not to be profaned 
by the censiwe of tlmir subjects, who were 
bt und by their allegiance to obey their com- 
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mands, of what natufco so^ifer, without 
scruple or jrepinu^g^ aud adviBOd ,jipe to 
coirect the jd^^Uioub pnociples 1 had tm^ 
bihed aihoog the Eiigludi, who, for their 
insolooce to their kings, were notonohs all 
over the world, even to a proverb 
In vindication of my countrymen, I re- 
peated all the arguments commonly used to 
prove that every man has a natural right to 
liberty, that allegiance and protection are 
reciprocal , that, when the mutual tie la 
broken by the tyranny of the king, he is ac* 
countable to the people for his breach of 
contract, and siiligect to the penalty of the 
law; and that those insurrections of the 
English, which are branded with the name 
of rebellion by the slaves of arbitrary power, 
were no other than glorious efforts to rescue 
that independence, which was their birth- 
right, from the ravruous claws of usurping 
ambition The Frenchman, provoked at the 
little deference I paid to the kingly name, 
lost all patience, and reproached me in such 
a manner, that my temper forsook me, and I 
clenched my fist, with an intention to give ' 
him a hearty box on the ear Perceiving my | 
design, he started back, and demanded a 
parley , upon which I checked my indigna- 
tion, and he gave me to understand that a 
Frenchman never forgave a blow , therefore, 
if I was not weary of my life, I would do well 
to spare him that mortification, and do him 
the honour of measuring ray sword with his, 
like a gentleman 1 took his advice, and 
followed him to a field hard by, where indeed 
I was ashamed at the pitiful figure of iny 
antagonist, w'ho was a poor, little, shivering 
creature, dccrepid with age, and blind of one 
eye But I soon found the folly of judging 
from appearances, being at the second pass 
wounded in the sword hand, and iinniediately 
disarmed with such a jerk, that I thought the 
lomt was dislocated 1 was no less con- 
founded than enraged at this event, especially 
as my adversary did not bear his success with 
all the moderation that might have been 
expected , for he insisted upon ^ my asking 
pardon for affronting his king and him 
This proposal 1 would by no means comply 
with, but told him it was a tne>>n condescen- 
Bion, which no gentleman in his circumstan- 
ces ought to propose^ nor any m my situation 
ought to perform , and that, \f he persisted m 
his ungenerous demand, 1 would in my turn 
claim satisfkction with my musket, when we 
should be more upon a par than with the 
sword, of which he sCemed so much master 


* CHAPTER XUV 

In order to be revenged^ I learn the science 
of defence^^e join the Mmreschal due de 
Noadles — mre engaged with the tdltes ai 
Beitmgent and put te fitght — the beha^ 
vtour of the French soldiers on that 
56 * 


ocamotir^J tndustrttmsly seek another 
ctmbat wtA the old Gaseon, and vanquish 
him tn my tum-^ur regiment ts put into 
wmter^quarters at AheimSf lehere I find 
my friend Strap — ottr recognition — ke 
supplies me with money f am procures 
my discharge — we take a trw to Pans , 
f^&m whence^ by the way of Flanders, we 
set out for London, where we safely 


Hs was disconcerted at this declaration, to 
which he made no reply, but repaired to the 
dancers, among whom he recounted liis vic- 
tory, With many exaggerations and gascon- 
ades, while 1, taking up my sword, went to 
my quarters, and examined my wound, which 
I mund was of no consequence The same 
dayman lush drummer, having heard of my 
misfortune, visited me, and, after having 
condoled me on the chance of war, gave me 
to understand, that he was master of ihe 
sword, and would, in a very short time, 
instruct me so thoroughly m that noble 
science, that I should be able to cliastise tlie 
old Gascon for his insolent boasting at my 
expense This friendly office he proffered, 
on pretence of the regard he had for his 
countryman, but I afterwards learned the 
true motive was no other than a ]ealoesy he 
entertained of a correspondence between the 
Frenchman and his wife, which he did not 
think proper to resent m person Be tins as 
It will, I accepted his offer, and practised hm 
lessons with such application, that I soon 
believed myself a match for my conqueror 
In the mean tunc, wc continued our march, 
and arrived at the camp of Maresclinl 
Noailles, the night before the battle of Det- 
tingen Notwithstanding the fatigue w^t 
had undergone, our regiment was one of 
those that were ordered next day to cross 
the river, under the command of the Due de 
Gramont, to take possession of a narrow 
defile, through which the allies must of 
necessity have passed at a great disadvantage, 
or remain where they were, and perish roi 
want of provision, if they would not conde- 
scend to surrender at discretion How they 
suffered themselves to be pent up in this 
manifbr, it is not my province to relate I 
bhall only observe, that, when wc had taken 
possession of our ground, I licard an old 
officer, m conversation w^ith another, express 
a surprise at the conduct of Lord Stair, who 
bad the reputation of a good general But it 

seems, at this tune, that nobleman was over- 
ruled, and only acted m an inferior character 
so that tip part of the blame could be 
imputed to him, who declared his disappro- 
bation of the step, in consequence of which 
the whole army was m the utmost danger , 
but providence or destiny acted miracles in 
their behalf, by disposing the Due de Gra- 
roont to ^uit ms advantageous post, pass the 
defile, and attack the English, who were , 
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4iMMi apm pider of battle on tbe nlaat. W iaaditV) and> <ba«ing hm word, Attacked me 
«ita ue eo roughly, that, a^tlwr^g ^ gntit bry ; se«e^ pet^ple uteiposed ; 

loot A mat number of men, we twnod «nr but when he inbrmed them of ib heiQg w 
biW;ks without corocuoujry and flw W A ouch afliilr of honour, they rotirw, toid tofc us to 
Moipitotion, that mwiy porwhed doc^ the butUe by ourselv^e. I swt»ined 

itt the nver, through pore fehr id^doombmon ; b» oneet with little damage, havyig omv re- 
fer the enemy wm eogetieroha, that they w oetved aemall scratch on my nght shoulder^ 
iiot punrae us one wch of^uiid , and if our' dod soeiog ius breath and vigour almost ex- 
consternation Would havo , permitted, we haosted, assaulted him in my turn, closed 
might have retreaMt order and with him* and wrested his swo^ out of his 

defiberatmiUa BOt^ iicidW?tibittaiiding the royal hand in the struggle* Havmg ^s acquM 
clemency of the kmg of fireat Britain, who the wetory, 1 mired him to beg his life , 
headed the aUies sn person, and, no doubt, to wich demand he made no answer, but 
pot a atop to the damage, our loss amounted shrugged up bis shoulders to his earn, 
to Moo whom were many expanded his hands, elevated the skin on his 

offiperi of djatinction. Our miscarriage forehead and eye-brows, and depressed the 
Open^ a passage for the foe to Hanau, comers of his mouth in such a manner, that 
whiter they immediately marched, leaving I could scarce refoain from laughu^ aloud 1 
their sick and wounded to the care of the at his grotesque appearance That I might, 
J^noh, who next day took possession of however,morti!yhifl vanity, which triumphed 
the field of battle, bunod tho dead, and without bounds over my misfortune, I thmst 
treated the living with humanity This cir- his sword up to the hilt m sometlung (it was 
eumstance was a great consolation to us, not a tansy) that lay smoking on the plain, 
who thence took occasion to claim tlie and jomed the rest of thegoloierswith anajr 
victory , and the genius of the French nation of tranquillity and indifference, 
never appeared more conspicuous than now, There was nothing more of moment 
in the rhodomontades they uttered on the attempted by either of the armies dunng the 
subject of their generosity and courage remaining part of the campaign, which being 
every man (by his own account) performed ended, the English marched back to the 
feats^ that ewpsed all the heroes of antiquity Netherlands , part of our army was detached 
One compared himself to a lion retiring at to French Flanders, and our regiment or- 
leisure from hiS cowardly pursuers, who keep dered into winter quarters m (oampagne 
at a wary distance, ana gall him with their It was the fate of the grenadier company, to 
d&irts. Another likened himself to a tear which I now belonged, to lie at Hjieuns, 
that retreats with face to the enemy, who where 1 found myself in the utmost want of 
djare not assail him, and the third assumed every thing , my pay, which amounted to five 
the character of a deaerate stag, that turns sols a-day, for from supplying me with 
^on the hounds ana keeps them at bay necessaries, being scarce sumcient to procure 
There was not a private soldier engaged, a wretched subsistence, to keep soul and 
who had not, by the prowess of his single body together so that I was, by hunger and 
a^nn, temblished a whole platoon, or put a hard duty, brouglit down to the meagre con- 
squadron of horse to flight , and, among dition of my fellow-soldiers, and niy linen 
othors, the meagre Gascon extolled his ex- reduced from three tolerable shirts, to two 
ploits above those of Hercules or Charle- pair of sleeves and necks, the bodies having 
magne As I still retain^ my resentment been long ago converted into spatterdashes , 
for the disgrace I suffered in my last rencontre and after all, I was better provided t^ any 
with him, and, now that I thought myself private man in the regiment In this 
qualified, longed for an opportunity to retrieve urgency of my aftbirs, I wrote to my uncle in 
sny honour, 1 magnified the valour of the England, though my hopes firom that quarter 
. BttgUsb with all the hyperboles 1 could were not at all sanguine, for the reaaons I 
irnagme, and decned the pusiflamm% of have abnady explained, and, m the mean 
the French m the same style, comparing time, had recourse to my old remedy, 
them to hares flying before giey^homida, or patience, coniohngmyeelfwith theflattermg 
^ mice pursued by cats , and passed on ironical suggesttons of a lively imagination, that 
^^mpfiment on the speed ne exerted m hia never abandoned me in my distress 
^ light, which, considering his age and^idfirtn- One day, while I stood aentmel at the gate 
^ tmes, I said was Hurpnsing. He was etuiig of a general officer, a tmitam nobleman came 
^ the quick by this sarcasm, ftodi with air to the door, followed by a genUemw ui 

w,|teatening disdain, bade me taiow nmolf moummg, to whom, at parttng, i heard him 
} and remember the correction I had Baylng>-^« You miqr de^d upon my goofi 

&}y received from him for my insoleime. offices.” This aseuiaBoe was onswered by 
Mr hiailtiight not always be m the humour of a low bow of the pemoti m black, wte, 

' rmariM a wretch who abused hia goodness* turning to go away, diwover^ to me the 
Am inue^o 1 made no reply, but by a infovidiuil coamtsi^ce of my old friend and 
Wik- A ^ breech which overttini^ him in adheront Stop- was so much astmushed* 
ah He started up with wenderfid at Omb^Aatllost the power ofutto^^ 
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and, liefore 1 eoold racoB^ct lie.^netts impo$atMe V* I at liis xnt^otioner 
gohe Without tiaJuuff wtice of mV layuig*— suppm too much of a 

indeedy had be pimdi i idktiidld im^ ^tleman lo own your .fiieBdlu adversity 

ventured to aedoet km* beddueey tboogb ] When be beard meprenomioo ibeeh words 
was perfectly 'well acmbated wilh ache m our own laneiuige» he leaped upon me in 
feadurm ofhisfec^ looiudncabepoeitivdy a traaspoit of ^oy, faiuig about neck, 
certain as to the redt of bis penon, wfaicn kissed mefiom ear to ear, aad blubbered like 
was vmy ia»dk altered fOr the better smce a great «chool-boy who had been whipt 
he left me at Doodon ; neither coaid I per- Then dbservmg my drees, be set op his 
ceive \iy what, means he was enabled to Ibrnt ctyingi->-^0 Load' O Lord' that 
appear in the sphere of a geiAleman, to ever'i mnld live to see my dearest fiiend 
wkch, Whde I knew hun, he nad.'not mm reduced to the coedHieu a feot-soldier m 
the ambiUoB 10 aspire But J was too much tiie French service ' why did you conmt to 
concerned m the affinr to nqglect farther my leaving you ^ But f know the reason-^ 
information, and therefore took the first you thou^t you had got more creditable 
opportunity of asking the porter he knew menfe, aim grm ashamed of unyaccpiamtance 
the gontknien to whom the marquis epoke ' Ah' Lord hmp us 1 though I Was a little short- 
The Swiss told me, his name was Monsieur Sightpd, I waa not altogether blmd and 
d’Estrapes; that he had been valet-de^ though I did not cokplaui, I was not the less 
chambve to an English gentleman lately sensmle of your onkmdneBs, which was 
deceased , and that he was veiy mucn indeed the only thing that induced me to 
regarded by the marquis for hia fidehty to ramhlu abroad, the Lord knows whither, hut 
his master, between whom and ^t nobleman I must own it has been «a lucky ramble for 
a very intimate friendship had subsisted me, and so 1 feigiveyou, and may God for- 
Nothing could be more agreeable to me than give you — O Lord ' u Lord ' is it come to 
this piece of intelligence, which banished all this 1 was nettled at the <diaige, which, 
doubt of its being my friend, who had found toongh just, t could not help thinking 
means to frenchify his name as well as his unseasonable, and told him with some tart* 
behaviour since we parted As soon, there- ness, that, whether his suspicions were we!) 
fore, as I was relieved, 1 went to his lodging, or ill grounded, he might have chosen a more 
according to a direction given me by the convenient opportunity of introducing thorn , 
Swiss, and had the good fortune to find him and that the question now was, whether or 
at home That 1 might surprise him the^ not he found himself disposed to lend me an\ 
more, 1 concealed my name and business, assistance ^***»*‘ Disposed replied he, wiUi 
and only desired the servant of the bouiSe to great emotion, **1 thought you had known 
fell Monsieur d’Estrapes, that I begged the me so well, ns to assure yourself, without 
honour of half an hour's conversation with asking, that I and all that Mojigs to me are 
him He was confounded and dismayed at at your command In the mean time, you 
the message, when he understood it was sent shall dine with me, and 1 will tell you some* 
by a soldier Though he was conscious to thing that perliaps will not be msplcasing 
himself of no enme, all that he had heard of unto you " Then wringing my l^d, he 
the Bastile appeared to his imagination with said — ** Tt makes my heart bleed to see you 
aggravated horror, and it was not befbre I m that gari> *’ 1 thanked hun for his invlta- 
had waited a considerable time, that he had tion, which, I observed,, could not be unwel- 
resolution enough to bid the servant show come to a person wlto had not eaten a 
me up st^B When 1 entered his chamber, comfortable meal these seven months but I 
he teturnra my bow with great civility, and had another request to toake, which I begged 
endeavoured, with forced complaisance, to he would grant before dinner, and that was 
disguise his fear, which appeared m the the loan of a shorts; fer though my back had 
paleness of his face, the wildhess of his looks, been many weeks a stronger to any comfort 
and the shaking of his liuibs 1 wasdiverted ofthaf kind, my skm was notyetfliinxlmnsed 
at his constematloB, which redoubled, when to the want of it» He stared m toy fees, 
1 tdid him in French, £ had business fer his with a woful countenance, at this declaration, 
pimto ear, and demanded a particular wkeb be could scarce believe, until 1 
audience^ The valet beu^ withdrawn, X explained it, by tmbuttoumg my coat, and 
asked m the some kngiiaige, if hm name was disclosing my qpkpd body ; a circumstanco 
d’Estoapes^ to which he answer^, With a that shocked fee tender-hearted Strap, who, 
faultenng tongue,-—'* The 6aiiie,a!t ybur ser- with tears in ^is eyes, ran to a chrat of 
vice" Are you a Frenchman'^" aktd i drawers, and, taking out some lihen, fte- 
** I have not the honour of beinga lVe<>chman sented to me ]i. very fine ruffled holland snirt, 
bom," replied he, "but I have an nfflnite and caiqbifek neckdoth, asstmngflie be had 
venetation the counUy," 1 then dunrad three dpsen pf fee same kind at my service 
be would do me the hotimUt todook at me ; I was raviaiied lat this piece of good news, 
which he no sooner did, town, atru^'i^itb lond haVn^^ accommodated myself m a 
my asdMxii^, Im slatted back, and ofiedln » moment, %Hpd bmmjfhotor for his 
o Jeim ! sure it capt ' m>, ’tis tg^eroiis pfiSv eayii^, % Vms .oveijoyed to ^ 
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find him undebauched by pro«penty» which 
fleldcm fhihi to corrupt the heart !{« 
9poke for dinner some soup and bbuiUe, a 
couple of pullete roasted* and a of 
asparagus, and in the intonixi entertained me 
With biscuit and Borgundy, alter which 
tepast, he entreated me to gratiiy his loogmg 
desire of knowing every oireumetance ofmy 
fortune since his departure from London 
This request 1 complied with, begintung at 
the adventure of Gawky, and relating every 
particular event m which 1 had been con- 
cerned iVom that day to tlie present hour 
During the recital, my friend was strongly 
affect^, according to the various situations 
described he started with surpnse, glowed 
With indignation, gaped with curiosity, smiled 
with pleasure, trembled with fhar, and wept 
vrith sorrow, as the vicissiludos of my life 
inspired these different passions and, when 
my story was ended, signified his amazement 
on the whole, by lifting up his eyes and 
hands, and protesting, that, though I was a 


young man, i had sufikred more than all the 
blessed martyrs 

After dinner, 1 desired, in my turn, to 
know the particulars of his peremnation, 
and he satisfied me }n a fbw words, by giving I 
me to understand tliat he had lived a year at 
Paris with his master, who in that tunc hav- 
ing acquired the language, as well as the 
f^hionable exercises to potfoction. made a 
tour of France and Holland, during which 
excursion he was so unfortunate as to meet 
with throe of his oWn countrymen on their 
travels, in whoso company he committed 
such exrosses, that his constitution failed, 
and he fell into a consumption , that, by the 
advice of Inn physicians, he went to Mont* 
pelicr foi the benefit of good air, and 
recovered so well in six weeks, that he 
returned to Hheims, seemingly m good 
health, where he had not continued above a 
montli, when he was seized with a looseness, 
that earned him off m ten days, to the 
unspeakable sorrow of all who know him, 
end espeoiallv of Strap, who had been very 
!happy m Ins sen ice, and given such satis- 
faction, that his master, on his deathbed, 
recQDimonded iiiin to several persons of 
distinction, for his diligence, soviet}, and 
, ^affection, and left him by wiU Ins wearing 
^ ' apparel^ gold watch, sword, rings, ready 
money, and oil the movables he had In 
^ Franco, to the value of three hundred 
pounds,—** Winch I now,” said he, in the 
night of (lod and man, surrender to your 
molute disposal hero are my keys, take 
them, I beseech you, and God give you joy of 
^ , lihe possession ” My brain was almoit 
t iumed by this sudden change of fortune, 
^hich 1 could scarce believe real , however, 

, i ppaiti^y refused this extravagant profi^r 
«f my friend, and put him in mind of my 
faaing aeoldier, at which hint he staitoa, 
em^w^Odso! that's true, we must pro- 


cure your discharge 1 have some interest 
With a nobleman who is able to do me that 
ftivour*” We consulted about this afiTair, and 
it was determined, that Monsieur d'Estrapes 
should wait upon the marquis ui tfie morning, 
and tell him ho had by accident found his 
brother, whom he had not seen for many 
years before, a private soldier m the regiment 
of Picardy, and implore that nobleman's 
interest for hts discharge In the mean time 
we enjoyed ourselves over a bottle of good 
Bui^ndy, and spent the evening m concert- 
ingechcmes for our future conduct, in case 1 
should bo so lucky as to get rid of the anny 
The business was to make ourselves easy fur 
life, by means of his legacy, a task very 
difficult, and, in the usual methods of laying 
out money, altogether impracticable , so that, ^ 
after muen canvassing, we could come to no 
resolution that night, but when we parted, 
recommended the matter to the pcrmis 
attention o^^eacb other As for my own 
^Tt, I puzzled my imagination to no purpn<3e 
When I thought of turning merchant, the 
smallness of our stock, and the nsk of seas, 
enemies, bnd markets, deterred me from that 
scheme if 1 should settle as a surgeon lu my 
own country, I would find the business already 
overstocked , Or, if I pretended to set up in 
England, must labour under want of friends, 
and powerful opposition, obstacles insur- 
mountable by the most shining merit ' 
neither shojiild I succeed in my endeavourt^ 
to rise m the state, inasmuch as I could 
neither flatter nor pimp for courtiers, nor 
prostitute my pen in defence of a wicked and 
contemptible administration Before 1 could 
form any feasible project, I fell asleep, and 
my fancy was blessed with the image of my 
dear Narcissa, who seemed to smile upon 
my passion, and offer her hand as a reward 
for all my toils 

Early in the morning, 1 went to the lodg- 
mgs of my fnend, whom I found exulting 
over his happy invention, for I no sooner en- 
tered his apartment, than he addregsed him- 
self to me in these words, with a smile of 
self-applause ** Well, Mr Random, a lucky 
thought may come into a fool’s he^ some- 
times 1 have hit it— I'll hold you a button, 
my plan is better than yourk, for all your 
learning But you shall have the preference 
in this, as in aU other things , thereto pro- 
coed, and let us know the effeetd of your me- 
ditation— and then 1 will impart ray own 
simple excogitations ” I told him, that nol 
one thought had occurred to me which dc- 
served the least notice, and sienUied my im- 
patience to be aoquainti^ with the fruits of 
Ills reflection* — ** As we havo not,” said he, 

** money sufficient to maintam us dnnng a 
tedious expectstioUk it is my opinion, that a ' 
bold push must be lAade^ and 1 see none so 
likely to BttcOea^ ^ 7^^ appeanng m the 
character of a gentleman (which is your due), 
and making yoor addresses to some lady of 
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fb/tttbe who oan render ftm independent at three dozen of fine rulBed shirta, as many 
once* Nay, dmlH etaie^ affirm that thie neckclotha , oite dozen of camhnck handker- 
echeme la both prudent and hononrahle* for I chiefe, and the like number of ailk The 
would not have you throw yourself away other movables which 1 poaoeeaed, by the 
upon anoldtoothlesa whdezing dame, whose gonerokity and fheh^hip of Strap, were a 
breath would atink you into a consumption gold watch, with a chased case, two valuable 
in less than three months , neither would I oiamond rmgs^ two moiirmng swoi^, one 
advtseyoatoassmnetbecharacter of aweaJ. with a silver handle, and a ^rth out steel 
thy squire, as your common fortune hunters inlaid With gold, a diamond stock Jmcklc, 
do, by which means many a poor lady is and a set of stone buckles fpr the knees and 
cheated into matnmony, and mstead of en- shoes ; a pair of silver mounted pistds with 
joying the pomp and gMdeor that was pro- noh housings , a gcdd-headed cane, and a 
mised, sees her dowiy seized by her husband’s snoffibox of tortoise-sheU mounted with gold, 
rapacious creditors, and hqrself reduced havjing the pictnreiof aladyonthetop The 
to misery and despair No, I know you gerdJmnan left many other things of value, 
have a soul that disdains such imposition , which my Ihend had converted into cash 
and are master of qualifications bo^h of before I met with him , so that, over and 
mind and body, which alone entitle you to a sboVe these particulars, our stock in ready 
match that will set you above the world 1 money amounted to something more than two 
have clothes in my possession that a duke hundred pounds 

need not bo ashamed to wear 1 believe ' Thus equipped, 1 put on the gentleman 
they will fit you as they are, if not, there of figure, and, attended by mv honest 
are plenty of tailors in France Let us take friend, who was contented with the station 
a short trip to Pans, and provide ourselves of my valet, visited the Louvre, examined 
with all other necessaries, tlien set out fbr the gallery of Luxembouig, and appeared%t 
England, where 1 intend to do myself the Versailles, where I had the honour of seeing 
honour of attending you in quality of a valet hia moat Christian majesty eat a considerable 
This expedient will save the expense of a scr- quantity of ohvos During the month I spent 
vant, shavmg and dressing , and I doubt not at Pans, 1 went severnJ times to court, the 
but, by the messing of (lod, we shall bring Italian comedy, opera, and play-house, danced 
matters to a spoedy and fortunate issue’* at a masquerade, and, in short, saw every thing 
Extravagant as this proposal was, I listened remarkablG in and about that capital Then 
to It with pleasure, because it flattered my we set out for Ei^landby the way of Flanders, 
vanity, and indulged sTriditulouH hope I be- passed through Brussels, Ghent, and Bruges, 
gan to entertain of my inspiring Narcissa and took shipping at Ostend from whence in 
with a mutual fiame fourteen hours we arnved at Deal, hired a 

After breakfast. Monsieur d’Estrapes went post-ckaisc, and in twelve hours more got 
to pay his devoirs to the marquis, and was so safe to London, having disposed of our heavy 
successful in hiB application, that I obtained baggage m the waggon 
a discharge in a few days upon which wo 
set out for Pans Here I had time to reflect 

and congratulate myself upon this sudden CHAPTER XLV 

transition of fate, which to bear with mode- 
ration, required some degree of philosophy / inquire for my uncle, and underetand he 
and selt-deniaj This truth will be more ts gone to tea — take lodgmgs at Charing* 

obvious, if 1 give a detail of the particulars, croaa— go to the play, lehere J meet with 

to the (juiet possession of which I was raised an adventure*--4iine at an ordmary, the 

in an instant, from the most abject misery guests deterthed^^eotme acquainted with 

and contempt My wardrobe consisted of Medlar and Dootor Wagtau. 

five kfrishionable coats full mounted, two of 

which were plain, one of cut velvet, one As scon as we alighted at the mn, 1 dis-^ 
tnmined with gold, and another with silver patched Strap to inquire for my uncle, at 
lace , two frocks, one of white drab with the Union-ilag m Wappmg and he returned 
laige plate buttons, the other of blue with in a little time, with an account of Mr Bow- 
gofl bindings ; one waistooat of gold brocade, ling’s having gi^e to sea, mate of a merchanU 
one of blue satm embroidered with eilver, ship, after along ahdunsaccessfiil application 
one of green silk trimmed with broad figured and attendance at the Admiralty where, it 
gold lace, one of black silk with fringes^ cme seems, the interest he depends upon was 
of white satin, one of black cloth, aiidntie of not sufficient to reinstate him, or recover the 
scarlet ; six pairs of (doth breeches, one pair pay that wee due to him whmi ho quitted the 
of crimson, and another of black velvet. Thunder* 

twelve pairs of white silk stockings, as many Next day I hired vety handsome lodgings 
of black silk, and the same number of fine not fkr from Charmg-crosa ; and, in the 
cotton; one hat laced with gold point! evening, dipaded myself in a plain suit of 

f90ne, another with silver lace scolloped, a the true PdnO cut, and appear^ in a front 
third with gold binding, and a fourth plain , pbox at tlie play, where I saw a good deal of 
4K* 
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compony’i and was vain enough to believe felloars of fashion, standuig in a comer, one 
that 1 a as observed with an uncommon of whom, as 1 thouglit, tipt my cliarmer the 
degree of attention and applause This silly wink, and when we were past, 1 heard them 
conceit intoxicated me so much, that 1 was set up a loud laugh This note aroosod my 
guilty of a thousand ridiculous coquetries ; attention, and I was resolved to be fully 
and 1 ^re say, how &vourable soever the satisfied of this lady’s chaiarter, before 1 
thoughts of the company mi^ht be at my should have any nearer connection with hUr 
first appearonce, they were soon changed, by As no convenienre appeared, I proposed to 
my absurd behaviour, into pity or contempt conduct her to a tavern, where we might 
J rose and eat down^ covered and uncovered stay a few minutes, till my aervaiit could 
my head twenty times between the acts, fetch a coach from the Strand She seemed 
pulled out my Watch, clapped it to my car, particularly shy of trusting herself in a tavern 
wound It up, set It, gave It the hearing again, with a stranger, but at last yielded to my 
displayed my «nuff*box, afibeted to take snuff, pathetic remonstrances, rather than endanger 
that I might have an opportunity of showing her health, by remaiuiOg in a cold damp 
my brilliant, and wiped my nose with a per- thoroughfare Having thus fiir succeeded, J 
fumed handkerchief, Uien dangled my cane, begged to know what wine she would be 
and a^usted my sword knot, and acted many pleased to dnnk a glass of , but she professed 
more molerios of the same kind, in hopes of the greatest aversion to all sorts of strong 
obtaining the character oi a pretty fellou, liquors, and it was with much difficully that 
xn the acquiring of which I found two con- 1 could persuade her to eat a ]elly In the 
Biderablo obblructions in my disposition, mean titne, 1 endeavoured to alleviate the 
namely, a natural reserve, and jealous seiisi- uneasiness she discovered, by saying all the 
bihty Fain would 1 have entered into con- agreeable things 1 could think of, at which 
vdlsation with the people around me, but I she would oflen sigh, and regard me with a 
was restrained by feax of being censured for linguishing look, that seemed, however, too 
iny assurance, as well as by reflecting that I near akin to the lewd leer of a courttzan 
waa more entitled to a compliment of this kind This dibcovery, added to my foi nier suspicion, 
from lliem, than they to such condeet cnsion while it put me upon my guard agaiust her 
from a stranger like me How oflen did 1 arts divested me of leserve, and enabled me 
redden at the frequent whispers and loud to entertain her with gauty and freedom 
laughter ofmy fellow-beaux, which limagimd In Uk course of our convc rsation, I pressed 
were excited by mo* and how ofltn did 1 her to allow me the honour of waiting upon 
envy the happy indifference of thobe choice her next day at her lodgiiigh , a requebt which 
spirits, who beheld the distress of tlie scone, she, with many apologies, refused, lest it 
without discovering the least symptom of should give umbrage to Sir John, who was 
approbation or lonccrn* My attention was of a disposition apt to be fretted with trifles 
engaged in spite of myself, and I could not This information, by which I was to uriderbtand 
help weeping with tiie heroine of the stage , that her husband was a knight, did not check 
titough ] practised a great many shifts to my addresses, which became more and more 
conceal this piece of impolite weakness importunate, and I was < ven hardy enough 
When tlie plaj was ended, I sat waiting for to ravish a kiss But, O heavens * instead of 
nfi opportunity of handing some lady to her banqueting on the ambrosial flavour that her 
coach but cveiy one was attended by such delicacy of compUxion promised, I was 
9L number of omuous gallants, that for a almost suffocaled with the steams of geneva » 
longtime J was balked in my expectation An exhalation of tins kind, from a mouth 
At length, however, I port eived a very hand- which had just before declared an uttei 
eome ck aliire, genteelly dressed, sitting by abhorrence of all spirituous liquors, not only 
herself m a box, at some distance from me , changed my doubts into certainty, but my 
Upon wine hi went up to her, and offeigd my raptures into loathing, and it would have 
service She seemed to be in some rbnfu- been impossible for me to have preserved 
aion, Dianked me for my complaisance, andi common complaisance five minutes longer, 
with a tender look declined giving me the when xny servant returned with the coach 
troubh , looking at her watch, and testifying 1 took tiie advantage of this occasion, and 
her surprise at the negligence of hep footman, presented my hand to the ladv, who put in 
whom she liad ordered to have a chair ready practice against me the whole artillery of 
for her at that hour 1 repeated my ^treaty tier charms, ogling, languishing, Sighing and 
with all the eloquence and compliment 1 was squeezing, with so htlte reserve, that Strap 
Diasler of, and, in the event, she was pre- perceivea her tenderness, and nibbed his 
vailed upon to accept of a proposal I made, to hands with joy as he followed us to the door • 
wend nxy servant for a chair or coach accord- but I was proof against all her endearments, 
fugly, wrap wa« detached for that purpose, and handed henntothe coach with an mtexx- 
and retttriud without succeeding, by this tion to take my leave immediately. She 
thno the playhouse wob quite empty, and we guessed ihy Assign, and invited me to her 
wbre obliged to retire Aslled WUirough houaft, wHispewig, that now Sir John was 
the passsgp, I observed five or six ydung gone to beo, ^ have the pleasuxe of 
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my conv^raatioxi fbr half an hour without that was advanced in favour of hia moat 
mfcmipition I told her« thore wae no mor- Chnstran majesty » with a surlioefss truly 
tilication I waOld not undef^i rather tbm Engflish But this trusty patriot^ who had 
endanger the repose of heir ladyship | and» never been out of his own country« and drew 
bidding the coachman dnve on, wish^ her all his maxims and notions 4&oin prejudice 
a good night She lost all temper at my and hearsay, was very une^iial to his antago- 
indifference, and stopping the coach at the mats, who were superior to him m learning 
distance of about twenty j^rds from me, and experience, and often took the liberty of 
popped out her head, and hawledi With the travellers, in asserting things which wc»« not 
iun^ of a dsb-woman*— ** D<— ii you, you d:og, strictly true, because they thought themselves 
wont you pay the coach-hire^*’ As I niami m tio danger ofbeing detected by him. The 
no answer, she held forth against me with claim of the queen Of Spam to the Austrian 
an eloquence peculiar to herself, callm^me dommions in Italy, was fully explained mid 
pitiful fellow, scoundrel, and an hundred such vindicated by a person who sat opposite to 
appellations ; concluding, with on oath^ that me, and by the solemnity of his manner, and 
for all my appearance, she believed 1 had got the nchness of hie apparel, seemed to be a 
no money in my pocket foreign ambassador This dissertation pio- 

Having thus vented her indignation, she duced another on the pragmatic sanction, 
ordered the coachman to proceed, and I handled with great warmth by a young gen- 
returned to the tavern, where I bespoke tieman at my nght hand, dressed in a green 
somethmg for supper, very well pleased at frock tnmmed with gold, who justified the 
the issue of this adventure, I dispensed French king for his breach of that contract, 
with the attendance of the waiter at table, and affirmed that he could not have observed 
on pretence that my own servant was present , it without injuring hts own glory Although 
and when we were alone, said to Strap, I was not at all convinced by this genUeman's 
— .«< Well, Monsieur d’Estrapes, what do yon arguments, I could not help admiring his 
thmk of this lady My fnend, who had vivacity, which I imagined must be the effect 
not opened his mouth since her departure, of his illustrious birth and noble education, 
could make no other reply than the mono- and accordingly rated him in my coniecture 
syllable Think »** which he pronounced as a young prince on his travels The dis- 
with a note of fear and astonishmeilt Sur- course was afterwards shifted by an old gen- 
pnsed at this emphasis, 1 surveyed my valet, Ueman, of a very martial appearance, to the 
and perceiving a wildness in his looks, asked last campaign, when the battle of Dcttingen 
iF he had seen his grandfather’s ghost ^ was fought over again, with so many circum- 
Ghost said he, I am sure 1 have stances to the honour of the French, and 
seen a devil incarnate' Who would have disadvantage of the allies, that I began to 
thought that so much devilish malice and entertain some doubts of my having been 
Billingsgate could lurk uUder such sweetness there in person, and took the liberty to men- 
of countenance and modesty of behaviour tion some objections to what he advanced 
Ah ' God help us ' Fronti nulla fides — This freedom introduced a dispute, which 
mmium ne crede color i — but we ought to lasted a good while, to the mortification of 
down on our knees, and bless God for deliver- all present , and was at last referred to the 
ing us from the jaws of that painted sepul- determination of a erave person, whom they 
chre ” I was pretty much of Strap’s opinion, styled doctor, and wlio, under a show of great 
and though I did not believe myself in any moderation, decided it against me, witii so 
danger from the allurements of that sister- little regard to truth, that I taxed him with 
hood* I determined to act witli great circum- partiality m pretty sever© terms, to the no 
spection for the future, and shun all commerce small entertainment of the true English poll- 
of that kind, as equally prejudicial to my tician, who rmoiced at my defence of a cause 
purse and constitution he had so often espoused without success 

My next care was to introduce myself into My opponent, pleased with the victory be 
a set of good acquamtamce , for which pur- had gained, affected a great deal of candour, 
pose 1 ftequenied a certain coffee-house, and told me, ho should not have been so pos- 
noted for the resort of good company, English itive, if he had not been at great pains to 
as well as foreigners, where my appearance inform himself of each particular, “Indeed,” 
procured all the civilities and advances I said he, “ I am convinced that, the previous 
could desire As there was an ordinary m steps considered, things could not happen 
the same house, I went up stairs to dinner otherwise ; for we generals who have seen 
with the other guests, and found mys^at a service, though we may not be on the spot 
table with thirteon people, the greatest part ourselves, know by t)ie least sketch of the 
of whom were better dressed than myself disposition wliat must be the event.’* He 
The conversation, which was mostly earned then censured, with great freedom, every cir- 
on in French* turned chiefly on politics , and cumstance of the conduct of those who cora- 
I soon ^nd the wfable company was tn the manded the alties , from thence made a 
French mteieet, myself excepted, and a testy transition to the mmistij, which he honoured 
ojd gentleman, who contradicted every thing ftth maAy invectives, mr employing people 
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who ind anther expenmee not CHMeijty« to 
the j^e^odice of old offioen iriio lihl lent 
^Mnguiehed fin- both j dro raid aup h|ete 
whie own importaaM; iM oondqdM w^ 
olwervuiK Silt the Fwneh nkd Spunitde 
Jtnew better hew to MhM) gliMtlile of mint} 

the goodeftetoof whi«dtt«l» eeeoto the 

conqnestc tibitSr firat* ladtho a^minhle dm 
ciphne of th^ fiMM wthld^ •» et the «tme 

tmw brttei oh^tWM4 ^ eW loWen 

in the ome^, Hera temarki fimuii^ 
the itteen ktiglt tlfilli an orntmt^tj of 
luntohiag ottUk tin praiee i^the Frenob 
gevemmera jif Maend, ctyil ei w^ u mih> 
taijr; trawhiehWww he made meny odi. 
<nu eompeMnmi to the dteidveotage of the 
lEdvary My almont wented to the 
nheeirejBtioiis he nuide ; and the doctor gave 
hie eajictioik) by eayiagithe people m France 
were undoubtedly ilie happiest subjeots in the 
worlde 1 was so much astonished and con* 
ibunded at their infatuation and effirontem 
that I had not power to utter one word in 
opposition to their assertions , but my tnorose 
associate could not wA w with the indignity 
that was offered to Old Eng^nd, and there- 
fore, with a satuical grin, addressed himself 
to the general in these words — « Sir» su*, 1 
have often heard it said, she*s a vtUatnoua 
htrd that befouJk her own nest. As for what 
those people who ate foreigners aay, I don^t 
mind it, they know no better , but you, who 
were bred and bom, and have got your bread 
under the English government should Me 
mote ri^gard to grafitude, as well as truth, m 
eensunng your native country. If the min- 
istry have thought fit to lay you aside, I sup- 
pose they have their own reasons for so 
uoiiig , and you ought to remember that you 
still live on the bounty of the nation. As for 
tliese gentlemen (meaning the pnnoe and 
ambassador), who make so with the 
constitution, laws, and genius of our people, 

1 think they might show a little more respect 
for their benefactors, who, I must own, are 
to Marne, m harbouring, protepung, and en* 
coumgmg such ungrateful Vagmuts as they 
are. At these words the chevalimr m green 
started up m a great passion, and Mog his 
hand on the hilt of Jus hanger, sUDclSiMi)^ 
«Ha, /oafrcf' The EnJishmaliTIn tjie 
^ot hand, graspuighiscancu cn6d,wf«Don*t 
/outre me. sirrah, or, by TU kiwk 
youdown The company mlerposed>-*4he 

Frenchman i,at down again, mhd hifk aiKMow 
, mst procecde^-^Loohee, monsieur, you 
t hnwvwweU, that, M you dared tospea^ 

of ^ 
in Pans, as you have done^otfotbl 
m would have been sent te Ifte 
wfteout ^remony. where you ttug ht 
ttjtwd tn a dongeoDiiiiid never seen the 
NowTstr,S»my 
Wgwit* atthoegh our constitMm 
5^»^W««s«on, laws 

tos^iitettiethe authors ofse^HtuKwdteseq^se ^ 


and if I hear another syllable out. of your 
mouth, in contempt or prejudiee oftto king- 
dom, I will give you h eonvmomg proof of 
what I advance^ and hayd yon kid |w the 
heels for yorn^resumptioQ*’^ Thisdedara- 
tion had an eftcct on toe oompatiy as sudden 
as surprising The young pnnee became 
supple as a spaniel, the ambassador trem- 
bled* the general eat silent and abashed, and 
the doctor who, it seems, had folt the rod 
of power, ^^rew pale as death, and assured us 
all,^hat he had no intention to affiront any 
person or people. " ITourynnciples, doctor,” 
resumed the md gentleman, *» are no secret— 
I have nothing to say to you imon that head , 
but am very much surpnaed, thata man, who 
despises us so much, should, notwithstend- 
ing, live among us, when he has no visiblet 
motive for so doing.— Why don’t you take 
up your habitation jn your beloved France, 
where fou may rail at Eng^d without cen- 
surei” To this reinonstrauce the doctor 
thought proper to make no reply , and an 
unsocial silence ensued ; which 1 peroemng, 
took notice, that it was pity such idle dis- 
putes, mamtuned very often through whim 
or diversion, ahould create any misunder- 
standing among gentlemen of good sense , 
and proposed to £ink down all animosity in 
another bottle This motion was applauded 
by the whole company the wme was brought, 
and the English champion declanng he had 
no spleen against any man for di&iing in 
opinion from him, any more than for foffer- 
enoe of complexion, drank to the good health 
of all present , the compliment was returned, 
and the conversation once more became un- 
reserved, though more general than before 
Among other topics, the subject of war was 
introduced, on which the general declaimed 
with great eloquence, recounting many of his 
own exploits by way of illustration. In the 
course of his harangue, Jie happened to 
meUtion the word epaulement , upon which 
the tesly gentleman asked the meanuig of 
that term. ** FU tell you what an epaule- 
ment IS,” replied he,— **I never saw an 
epaulement but once-^d that was at the 
siege of Namur— In a council of war, Mon- 
sieur Coborn, the famous engineer, affirmed 
that the place could not be t&an ” « Yes,” 
said the pnnee of Yaudemont^ ** it may be 
taken by an epaulement.” This was imme- 
foatdy put m execution, and in tweniy-foqr 
hours Mareschal Boufflers waa fain to capit- 
tdate.” Here he made a foli stop , and the 
Old gentleman repeated the question,— « But 
pray what m an ^ulemeut?” To this in- 
terrogatioii the officer made no immediate 
reply, but rung the bell, and called for a bill, 
which beingbfought, he threw down his pro- 
portion of the reckoning, and, telling the 
company he wmdd show them an epaule- 
ment wnbii has amqes^ should tbndc Bt to 
entrikt with the eomrnand of our army 
ahrMi IrtxuM away with gre^ T 
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Could not jmagine why be was so shy of ex- 
plaining one of the most simple terms of 
fortification , which I forthwith described as 
a side-work composed of eartbi gabions, or 
fascines hit 1 was very much surprised 
when 1 afterwards understood that his re- 
serve proceeded ftom his ignorance Having 
paid our bill, we adjourned to the cofiee-room, 
where my fellow-l&ourer insisted on treating 
me with a dish, giving me to understand, at 
the same time, that 1 had acquired his good i 
opinion, both with respect to iny pnntiples 
and understanding 1 thanked him for his 
CDTupliinent, and, professing myself an utter 
stranger m this part of the world, begged he 
would have the goodness to inform me of 
the quality and characters of the people who 
d.nea above This request was a real favour 
to one of his dis^sition, which was no less 
comnounicative than curious he therefore 
complied with great satisfaction, and told me, 
^0 my extreme astonishment, that the sup- 
posed young prince was a dancer at one of 
the tlieatres, and the ambassador no other 
than a fiddler belonging to the opera “ The 
doctor,’^ said he, “ is a Roman Catholic 
priest, who sometimes appears in the charac- 
ter of an officer, and assumes the name of 
captain , but more generally takes the garb, 
title, and behaviour of a physicia^Pm which 
i apacity he wheedles himself into the confi- 
dence of weak-minded people, and, by argu- 
ments no less specious than false, converts 
thf ra from their religion and allegiance He 
has been m the hands of justice more than 
once for such practices , but he it, a sly dog, 
and manages matters with so much craff, 
that hitherto he lias escaped for a short im- 
prisonment As fvir the general, you nuiy 
see he has owed his promotion more to Ins 
interest than Ins capacity, and now that the 
eyes of the ministry are opened, his friends 
dead, or become incoubidorjble, he ib Htru< k 
of! the list, and obliged to put up with 
a yearly pension In consequence of this 
1 eduction, he is become malcontent, and 
inveighs against the government in all com- 
panies, with so little discretion, that I am 
surprised at the lenity of the administration 
in overlooking his insolence , but the truth 
of the matter is, he owes his safety to hi^ 
weakness and want of importance He has 
seen a little, and but a little service , and yet, 
if you would take his word for it, there has 
not been a great action performed m the field 
since the revolution ui which ho was not 
principally concerned When a story is told 
of any great general, he immediately matches 
It with one of himself, though he is often 
unhappy m his invention, and commits such 
gross blunders in the detail, that e\ery body 
18 in pain for bun Cmsar, Pompey, and 
Alexander the Great are continually in hie 
mouth and as he reads a ^od deal, without 
any mdgment to digest it, his ideas are con- 
fused, and his harangues as unintelligible asf 


infinite, for, once he begins, there is no 
chance of his leaving off speaking, while one 
person remains to yield attention , therefore, 
the only expedient 1 know for putting a stop 
to his loquacity, is to lay Imld ot some 
incongruity he has uttered, and demand an 
explanation, or ask the meaning of some 
difficult term that he knows by name only 
This method will cfibctually put him to si- 
lence, if not to flight, as it happened when I 
inquired about an epmlement Had be been 
acquainted with tbq signification of that word, 
ills triumph would have been intolerable, and 
we must have quitted the field first, or been 
worned with impertinence Having thus 
gratified my curiosity, the old gentleman be- 
gan to discover hia own, m questions relating 
to myself, to which I thought proper to re- 
turn ambiguous answers “ I presume, sir,*’ 
said he, “ you have travelled I answered, 
— “ Yes ” “ I dare say you would find it 
very expensive,” said he I replied, — “ To 
be sure, one cannot travel without money ” 
“ That I know by experience,” said he, for 
I myself take a trip to Bath or Tunbridge 
every bcason, and one must pay sauce for 
what he has on the road, as well in other 
countries as in this — That’s a very pretty 
Btone m your nng,-— give me leave, sir, — ^the 
French have attameu a wonderful skill in 
making compositions of this kind Why, 
now, this looks almost as well as a diamond ” 
“ Almost as well, sir,” said 1, “ why not alto- 
get hei I am sure if you understand any 

thing of jewels, you must perceive at first 
sight that tins stone is a real diamond, and 
that of a \ery fine water Take it in your 
hand and examine it ” He did so with some 
contusion, and relumed it, saying, I ask 
your pardon, I see it is a true brilliant of 
immeufeO value ” T imagined his respect for 
me incrciiscd after tins inquiry ; ther^ore, to 
captivate his e‘»tecm the more, I told him I 
would show him a seal of composition, en- 
graved after a very valuable antique , upon 
which I pulled out my watch, with a rich gold 
chain, adorned with three seals set in gold, 
and an opal ring He viewed each nf Uicni 
with great eagerness, handled the chain, ad- 
mircid the chased case, and observed that the 
whole must have cost me a vast sum of 
money 1 afi!ected indiffbrcnce, and replied, 
in a careless manner, — “ Some trifle of sixty 
or seventy guineas ” He stared in my face 
some time, and then asked me if I was an 
Englishman I answered in the negative 
You are from Ireland, then, sir, I presume,” 
said he t made the same reply “ O » per- 
haps,’* said be, “ you were bom in one of our 
settlements abroad ” I still answered, “No ” 
H5 seemed very much surprised, and said, 
he was sure I was not a foreigner 1 made 
no reply, but left him upon the tenterhooks 
of impatient uncertainty. He could not 
contain his anxiety, but asked pardon for the 
liberties be had taken, and to encourage me 



134 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS 


the ntore to disclose my sHua^on^ displayed eonversation turning upon different subjeofeis, 
hi8 own without reserve, ^*1 saU he, among other things Mr Chatter asked very 
a stugle man , have a considerate anmntjy, earnestly when 1 saw Mr Medlar 1 told 
on whuih I live according to toy dwit intfi*' him 1 had not had the pleasure of seeing you 
nation» and make the enmi of the year meet these nineteen hours and a half, for you may 
very comfortably As $ KdVe no estate to^ remember, sir, it was^ nearly about that tune, 
leave behind me, 1 am not trdidiled with the I wont be positive as to d minute ** No 
importunate ofliciousneBS . of relations or says he, ** then t desire you will go to his 
le^cy-hunters s and r^pnaider the world as lodgmgs immediately after dinner, and see 
made for me, not me for itlm world , it is my what^s the matter with him, for he certainly 
maxim, theiefore, to ciijov It a* htle I can, and must be very bad, from having ate last night 
let futurity shift for itself ” While he thus suchsa vast quantity of raw oysters ” The 
indulged his own talkative vein, and, at tlie crusty gentleman, who from the solemnity 
same tunc, no doubt, exj^cted a letaliation of his dehveiy, expected something extraof- 
from me, a young man entered, dressed in dinary, no sooner heard bis conclusion, than 
black velvet, and an enormous tie<^wig, with he started up m a testy humour, ciying, — 
an air,>m which natural levity and affected “Pshaw » pshaw * d — n your oysters and 
solemnity were so ]unribled together, that, on walked away, after a short compliment of^ 
the whole, he appeared a burlesque on all “ Your servant, sir,” tome The doctor got 
decorum This ndiculous oddity danced up up also, saying, — “ T vow and protest, upon 
to the table at which we sat, and, after a my word, I am actually amaxed,” and followed 
thousand grimaces, asked my friend, by the Mr Medlar to the bar, which was hard by, 
name of Mi Medlar, if we were not engaged where he was paying for his coffee there he 
upon business ‘I My companion put on a surly whispered so loud, that 1 could overhear, — 
countenance, and replied, — “ No great busi- “ Pray, who is this ^ntleman IIis friend 
ness, doctor — ^but however,” — “ O ' then,” replied hastily, — I might have known that 
cried the physician, ” I must beg yourindul- before now, if it had not been for your im- 
gence a little,-— pray pardon me, gentlemen pertinent intrusion,” and walked off very 
iSir,” said he, addressing himself to me, much dis^pomted. The ceremonious phy- 
“ your most humble servant, 1 hope you Will sician re||^ed immediately, and sat down 
forgive me, sir, — 1 must beg the favour to sit, by me, asking a thousand pardons for leaving 
sir— Sir, 1 have something of consequence to me alone , and giving me to understand, that 
impart to my fnend Mr Medlar— Sir, I hope what he had communicated to Mr Medlar at 
you win excuse my freedom ui whispering, the bar was an affair of the last importance, 
SIT ” Before I bad tune to give this com- that would admit of no delay He then 
plaisant person iny permission, Mr Medlar called for some co^, and launched out into 
cued, — “Pll have no whispering, if you have the virtues of that berry, which, he said, tii 
any thing to say to me, speak with an audi- cold phlegmatic constitutions like his, dried 
ble voice ” The doctor seemed a little dis- up the superfluous moisture, and braced the 
concerted at tlus exclamation, and turning relaxed nerves He told me it was utterly 
agaui to me, made a thousand apologies for unknown to the ancients , and derived its 
pretending to make a mystery of any thing, name from an Arabian word, which I might 
a piece of caution which he said was owing easily perceive by the sound and termination 
to hiB Ignorance of my connection with Mr From this topic he transferred his disqm- 
Medlar , but, now he understood 1 was a sitions to the word dnuk, which he affirmed 
fnend, he would communicate what he had was improperly applied to the takmg of 
to say in my lieanng He then began, after coffee, inasmuch as people do not dnnk, 
two or three hems, m this manner — ** You but sip or sipple that liquor , that the genu- 
mnet know, sir, 1 am just come from dinner me meaning of dnnkmg is to quench one’s 
at my lady Flareit’s (then, addressing himself thirst, or commit a debauch, by swallowing 
to mo), a lady of quality, sir, at whose table wine , that the Latin word, which conveyed 
1 have the honour of dining sometimes Uie same idea, w^as MAerc or potare, and that 
There was Lady Stately, and my Lady Lamm, of the Greeks pirietn or poteetn, though be 
^ttd Mrs Dainty and Miss Biddy Gigler , upon was apt to believe they were differently used 
jiny word, a very good-natured young ifidy, on different occasions For example —to 
^With a very pretty fortune, sir. There were drink a vast quantity, or, as the vulgar 
,^filsoinvLordStraddle,SnriohnShrug,an4Mr express it, todruik an ocean bf liquor, was 
' Chatter, who is actually a vexy in Latin potare^ and in Greek poteem, and, 

' wtis^ung gentleman So, mr, on the other hand, to use it moderately, was 

«0^g^n^oxces8ively fatigued, fbt she htbere mipinein ; this was only a con- 
li mftqf fi fteen patientii of dis- jecture of his own, which, however, seemed 

lhiiftion»w^whom I had Visitcjo this fbio- to be supported by the word b^ndous, which 
notHD, miSVi upon my etayiug dinner, is particuiatly applied to the pores of tha 
thcHi^ e^i my ^ord, 1 protiS^d 1 had no skin, that can wy dnnk a very small quan- 
appSftef however, in compliance’ With her tity of the eircufnamblent moisture, by reason 
lodyiiSuliV^gpqocsti sir, I sat do»vn, and the of th^' htaa^Jness of the^” diameters , whereasi, 
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from the verb poteein v» derived the subetan* 
trte potamost which signifies a river, or vast 
quantity of liquor I could not help smiling 
at tlus learned and important investigation , 
and, to recommend myself the more to my 
new acquaintance, whose disposition 1 was 
by this time well informed of, I observed, 
that what he alleged, did not, to the best of 
my remembrance, appear m the writings of 
the ancients , for Horace uses the words poto 
and btbo indifferently for the same purpose, 
as in the twentieth ode of his drst bool^ 

Vile potabi« modiois Sabmam cantharia, 

— >" E t pi celo domitam caleoo tu bibes u\am ] 

That t had never heard of the verb poteem, 
but that potamos, poiema, and potos^ were 
derived from ptno^ poso^ pepoka , in conse- 
quence of which the Greek poets never use 
any other word for festal dnnking Homer 
describes Nestor at his cups in these words-^ 

Ncstora d*ouk clathen taehe ptnonta perempea 

and Anacreon mentions it on the same occa- 
sion almost in every page— 

Pinontt de oinon hedun 

Otan pifio ton oinon 

Opliz’ ego de pim 

and in a thousand other places The doctor, 
who, doubtless, intended by his criticism to 
give me a high idea of hib erudifion, was 
inhnitely surprised to find himself schooled 
by one of my appearance , and, after a con- 
siderable pause, cried,— “Upon my word, 
you are in the nght, sir — I find 1 have not 
considered this affair with my usnil accu- 
racy” Then accosting me in Latin winch 
he spoke very well, the conversation was 
maintained full two hours, on a variety of 
subjects, in that language , and, indeed, he 
spoke so judiciously, that I was convinced, 
notwithstanding his whimsical appearance, 
and attention to trifles, tliat he was a roan of 
extensive knowledge, especially in books 
He looked upon me, as 1 afterwards under- 
stood from Mr Medlar, as a prodigy in learn- 
ing, and proposed that very night, if I was 
not engaged, to introduce me to several 
young gentlemen of fortune and flishion, with 
whom he bad an appointment at the Bedford 
coffee-house 


CHAPTER XLVI 

Waff tail tntroiluces me to a set of fine gen- 
tlemen with whom. I spend the evening 
at a tavern — our conversation — the cha- 
raclersof my new companions — the doctor 
IS roasted^tke issue of our debauch 

I ACCEPTED bis offer with pleasure, and we 
went thither in a hackney coach, where I 
«;bw a great number of gay figiii‘e<» fluttering 
about, most of whom spoke to the doctor 
\/ th great familiarity Among the rest stood 


a group of them around the Are, whom I 
immediately Joiow to be the very persons 
who had the night before, by their laughing, 
alanned nw suspicion of the lady who had 
put herself under my protection They no 
sooner perceived me enter with Dr Wagtail 
(for that was my companion’s name), than 
they tittered and whispered one to another , 
and 1 was not a little surprised to find that 
they were the gentlemen to whobe acquain- 
tance he designed to recommend me for, 

I when he observed them together, he told me 
I who they were, and tlesired to know by what 
name be should introduce me I satisfied 
him m that particular, and he advanced with 
great ^vity, saying, — “Gentlemen, your 
most obedient — give me leave to introduce 
my friend Mr Random to yo^r society ” 
Then turning to me, — “ Mr Random, this is 
Mr Bragwell — ^Mr Banter, sir— Mr Chatter 
— my friend Mr Slyboot, and Mr Ranter, 
sir ” I saluted each of them in order , and 
when I came to take Mr Slyboot by the hand, 
I perceived him thrust his tongue in bis 
check, to the no btriall entertainment of the 
company , but I did not think proper to take 
any notice of it on tins occasion Mr Ranter, 
too (who I afterwards learned was a player), 
displayed his talents, by mimicking my air, 
features, and voice, while he returned my 
compliment This feat I should not have 
been so sensible of, had I not seen him behave 
m the same manner to my friend Wagtail, 
when he made up to them at first But for 
once I let him enjoy the fruits ot his dexterity 
without question, or control, resolving, how- 
evci, to chastise his insolence at a more 
convenient opportun ily Mr SK boot, guess- 
ing 1 was a stranger, asked if I had been 
lately in France and when I answered in 
the aflirmativ^e, inquired if I had seen the 
Luxembourg gallery ** I told him I had consi- 
dered It more tJian once with great attention 
Upon this a conversation ensued, in which I 
discovered him to be a painter While we 
were discoursing upon the particulars of this 
famous collection, I overheard Banter ask 
Dr Wagtail where he had picked up this Mr 
Random ** To which question the physician 
answered, — “ Upon my word, a mighty pretty 
sort of a gentleman — a man of fortune, sir, 
— he has made the grand tour, and seen the 
best company in Europe, sir ” “ What he 
told you so, I suppose said the other, “ I 
take him to be neither more nor less than a 
French valet-de-cliambre ” “ O barbarous, 

barbarous’” cned the doctor, “this is ac- 
tually, upon my word, altogether unaccoun- 
table 1 know all his family perfectly well, 
sir , he 18 of the Randoms of the north — a 
very ancient house, sir, and a distant relation 
of mine ” I was extremely nettled at the 
conjecture of Mr Banter, and began to 
entertain a very indifferent opinion of my 
ctim )any m general , but as I might possibly 
hy their means acquire a more externive ar d 
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agreeable acquaintance, I deternuned to bear 
theae little mortifications as long as I could, 
without izyunngtbo dignity of my character 
After having talked for some time on the 
weather, plays, politics, aaid Other eofihe^ 
house sul^ects, it proposed that we, 
should spend the evetting at a noted tavern^ 
in the neighbourhood, wjuthor we repaired 
m a body Having taken possession of a 
room, called for French' wine, and bespoken 
supper, the glass about pretty nieely, 
and the chametsrs d my associates opened 
upon me more and more* It soon appeared, 
that the doctor was entertained as a butt tor 
the painter and player to exercise their wit 
upon, for the diversion of thecompany Mr 
Ranter began the game, by asking inm what 
was good for hoameness, lowness of spirits, 
and indigestion, for he was troubled with all 
these complaints to a very great degree 
Wagtail immediately undertook to explain 
the nature of his case, and, in a very prolix 
manner, harangued upon prognostics, diag- 
nostics, symptomatics, therapeutics, inanition 
and repletion, then calculated the force of 
the stomach and lungs m their respective 
opi rations , ascribed the player’s malady to 
a (lifeorder m tliese organs, proceeding from 
bard drinking and vociieration, and prescribed 
a course of stomachics, with abstinence from 
vonory, Wme, loud speaking, laughing, sing- 
ing, coughing sneezing, or hallooing “Pah I 
pah’” cried Ranter, interrupting him, “the 
lomedy is worse than the disease— I wish I 
1 new where to find some tinder water ” 
“Tmdcr water said the doctor, “upon my 
word I don’t apprehend you, Mr Ranter ” 

“ Water extracted from tinder,” replied the 
other, “ an universal specific for all distem- 
pers inoidont to man It was invented by a 
Jnarnod German monk, who, for a valuable 
consideration, imparted the secict to Para- 
celsus ” “ Pardon me.” cried the painter, 

** rt was first used by Solomon, as appears b) 
a Greek manuscript m his own liand-wnting, 
lately found at the foot of mount Lebanon, 
by a peasant who was digging for potfitoes ” 

“ Well,” said Wagtail, “ malfinyvast reading 
I tte\er met with such a prepariitiou^ neither 
did I know till this minute that Solomon 
onderfrtood Greek, or that potatoes g!5(.w m 
1 *alesti no * * Here Banter interposed, siting, 
lie was surprised that Dr Wagtail snourd 
make the least doubt of Solomon’s under- 
utanding Greek, when he is represented to 
pe as the wisest and best educated pnno0 in 
the world, and os for potatoes, they wqffe 
tmnsplanlpd ibithorfrora Ireland, in the time 
of the crusades, by some kmgbts of 
country, “I profess,” said the doctor, 
“thmj IS notbmg more likely— I would 
aetuWly give a vast sum for a of that 
m^usenpt, winch must be itmsUmable— and 
if I understood the proccs«, would set about it 
jmmediatclv ” The player assured ,him the 
pr3f<^s very simple— .tliat he must cram 


a hundred weight of dry tinder into a glass 
retort, and, distilling it the force of animtfl 

heat, it Would yield half a scruple of insipid 
water, one drop of which is a full dose 
** Upon ray mtemty '” exclaimed the credu- 
lous doctor, “this m very amazing and ex- 
traordinary ’ that a caput mortuum shall yield 
any water at all — 1 n ust own I have always 
been an enemy to specifics, which I thought 
inconsistent with the nature of the animal 
economy , but certainly the aiithonty of Solo- 
mon IB not to be questioned I wonder 
wherf I shfdl find a glass retort large enough 
to contain such a vast quantity of tinder, the 
consumption of which must undoubtedly 
raise the pnee of paper— or where I shall find 
animal heat sufiSlcient even to warm such a 
mass ” Slyboot informed him, that he might 
have a retort blown ibr hun as big as a 
church , and that the easiest method of rais- 
ing the vapour by animal boat, would be to 
place rt in the middle of an infirmary for 
feverish patients, who might lie upon mat- 
trasses around, and in contact with it He 
had no sooner pronounced these words, than 
Wagtail exclaimed, in a rapture, — “ An ad- 
mit able expedient, Os 1 hopo to be saved ’ 
I will positively put it m practice ” This 
simplicity of the physician furnished excel- 
lent diversion for the company, who, in their 
toms, sndbred at him m ironical compli- 
ments, which his vanit> swallowed as the 
genuine sentiments of tlicir hearts Mr 
Chatter, impatient of so long a silence, now 
broke out, and entertained us with a cata- 
logue of all tlie people who danced at the 
last Ilarnpbtead assembly, wnth a most nr- 
ciunstaiitial account of the dress and oina- 
ments of each, from the lappets of tlie ladies 
to the shoe-buckles of the men , concluding 
with telling Bragwell, tliat hib mistiess Me- 
linda was there, and seemed to miss him , 
and soliciting his company at the next oc- 
casion of that kind “ No, no, demme,” said 

Bragwell, “ I have something else to mind 
than dangling after a parcel ot giddy-headed 
girls , besides, you know my temper is so 
unruly that I am apt to involve myself in 
scrapes When a woman is concerned The 
last time I Was there, I had an affair with 
Tom Trippei” “0* I rememoer that,” 
erred Banter, “you lugged out before the 
ladies^ and I commend you for so doing, be- 
cause you had an opportunity of showmg 
your manhood without , running any risk ” 
“ Risk said the other, -with a fierce coun- 
tenance, “ damn my Wood * I feat no nskb 
1 au’t afraid of lug^ng out against any man 
that wears a head, damme » ^is well known 
I have drawn blood more than once, and lost 
some too, but what does that signify^” 
The player begged this champion to employ 
him as nia second the next time he intended 
to kill, fpT he wanted to see a man die of a 
stab, that he might know how to act such a 
part the ntore naturally on the stage « Die 
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nphed the hero; “no, by G— I know orduiary affair that brin^ a lady to a tavern 
better things than to incur the verdict of a at this time o’night Mr Ranter, pray do 
Middlesex jury-— I should look upon iny fen- the doctor’s baisemoins to the lady, and 
cing-master to be an ignorant son of a b-^— , squire her hither ” Tl» player immediately 
if he had not taufht me to Mck any pait cff staggered out, and retumedj, leading in, with 
my antagonist’s body that 1 please to quo* much ceremony, a tall strapping wench, 
ble ” “ Oho cnedSlyboot, “ifthatbe the whose appearance proclaimed her occu pa- 
case, I have a favour to ask you must tion We received her with the utmost 
know 1 am employed to pamt a Jesus on the soiemtnty, and with a good deal of entreaty 
cross , and my purpose m to represent him she was persuaded to sit, when a profound 
at that point of time when the spear is thrust silence ensued, during which she hxed her 
into bis side Now, I should be glads you eyes, wiUt a disconsolate look, upon the 
would, in my presence, pink some imperti- doctor, who was utterly confounded at her 
nent fellow into convulaons, without ondan- behaviour, and returned her melancholy four- 
germg his life, that I may have an opportunity fold At length, after a good many piteous 
of taking a good clever agony from nature sighs, she wiped her eyes, and accosted him 
The doctor will direct you where to enter, thus — “ What • not one word of comfort f 
and how far to go , but pray let it he as near Will noUiing soften that stony heart of thine 
the left Bide as possible ” Wagtail, who Not all my tears » not all my pffliction » not 
took this proposal seriously, observed, that it the inevitable ruin thou hast brought upon mo ' 
would be a very difficult matter to penetrate Where are thy vows, thou faithless, perjured 
into the left side of the thorax, without hurt- man ’ Hast thou no honour — no conscience 
ing the heart, and of consequence killing the — no remorse for thy perfidious conduct to- 
patient , but he believed it was possible for a wards me < — Answer mo, wilt thou at last do 
man of a very nice hand, and exact know- me justice, or must I have recourse to heaven 
kdgo of anatomy, to wound the diaphragma or hell for my reven^'^” If poor Wagtail 
somewhere about the skirts, which might as amazed before she spoke, what must his 
induce a singultus, without being attended confusion be on hearing this address ’ His 
with death , tW he was ready to demonstrate natural paleness changed into a ghastly clay 
The insertion of that muscle to Mr Bragwell , colour, his eyes rolled, his lips trembled, and 
but desired to have no concern with the ex- he answered, m an accent not to be des- 
penment, which might essentially prejudice cnbed, — “ Upon my word, honour and salva- 
his reputation, in ease of miscarriage Brag- tion' madam, you are actually mistaken m 
well was as much imposed upon by the pain- my person 1 have a most particular venc- 
ter’s waggery as tlte doctor, and dcclrned ration for your sex, and qin actually incapable 
engaging in the affair, saying, he Jiad a very of injuring any lady m the smallest degree, 
great regard for Mr Slyhoot, but had laid it madam , — hebidos, madam, to the best of in> 
flown us a maxim never to fight except when recollection, I never had the honour of seeing 
his honour was engaged A thousand jokes you before, as I hope to be saved, madam 
of this kind were uttered , tlie wine circulated , *• How, traitor ( ned she, “ dost thou dis- 
Hupper was served in , we ate heartily , re- own me then '* — Mistaken ’ no, too well I 
turned to the bottle , Bragwell b^ame noisy know that fair bewitching face * too well I 
and troublesome, Banter grew more and more know that false enchanting tongue * — Alas * 
severe , Ranter rehearsed , Slyhoot made gentlemen, since the villain compels me, by 
faces at the whole company , I sung French his unkindriess, to expose myself and him, 
catches, and Chatter kissed me with great know that this betrayer, under the specious 
affection , while tlie doctor, with a woful pretence of honourable addresses, won my 
countenance, sat silent like a disciple of Py- heart, and taking advantage of his conquest, 
thaj^ras At len^h, it was proposed by Brag- robbed me of my virgin treasure, and after- 
well, that we Mould scour the hundreds, ward| abandoned me to my fate * I am now 
sweat the constable, maul the watch, and four months gone with child by him, turned 
then reel soberly to bed out of doors by rny relations, and left a prey 

While we deliberated on this expedition, to misery and Want ’ Yes, thou barbarian,” 
the waiter came mto the room, and asked said she, burning to Wagtail, “ thou tiger, 
for Doctor Wagtail ; when he understood he thou succubus ' too well thou knowe^t my 
was present, he told him there was a lady situation— but I Svill tear out thy faithless 
below to inquire for him , at which message heart, and deliver the world from such a 
the physician started from hm melancholy monster” Bo saying, she sprung forward 
contemplation, and, with a look of extreme at the doctor, who, with incredible agility, 
confusion, assured the company, he could not jumped oyer the table, and ran behind Brag- 
poseibly be the person wanted, for he had no well, while the rest of us endeavoured to 
connection with any lady whatever, and bade appease the fUnoiis heroine Although every 
the drawer tell her so “ For shame !” cried body in the company affected the utmost sur- 
Banter, “ would you be so unpolite as to prise, I could easily perceive it was a scheme 
hifuse the lady a hearing * perhaps she comes concerted among them to produce diversion 
lor a consultation It must be some esftra- at the doctor’s expense , and being under no 
4 L* 57 * 
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concern about the consequence, I entered a piece out of it^ g;ave it to the plaintiff, an/l 
into the confederacy, and enjoyed the diattess bade her thank God for her good fortune 
of Wagtail, who, with tears m his eyes, When she had received this bounty, she 
bogged the protection of the company, de^ affected to weep, and begged, since tlie pby- 
daring himself as innocent of the crime laid sician had renounced her, he would at least 
to his charge, as the foetus m utero ; and vouchsafe her a parting kiss this he was 
hinting at the same time that nature had not prevailed upon to grant witii great reluc- 
put it in his pow'ertobe guilty,of 3 och atres- lance, and went up with his usual solemnity 
pass — ** Nature cnedw lidyt '* there was to salute her , when she laid hold of his cheek 
no nature in the coecH^he abused me by the with her teeth, and held fast, while he roared 
Itelp of charms and speRs , else how is it with anguislit to the unspeakable diversion 
possible that any woman coidd have bstened of all|j>resent When she thought proper to 
io the "addresses of such a scarecrow'* release him, she dropt a low courfesy to the 
Were these owlish eyes made for ogling, company, and quitted lt;aving the 

that camon complexion to be admired , or doctor m the utmost horror , not so much on 
that mouth like a horse^shoe to be kissed account of the pain, as tlie apprehension of 
No, nd, you owe your success to your hltres, the consequence of the bite , for by this time 
to your drugs, and incantations , and not to he was convinced of her being mad Banter 
your natural talents, which are in eveiy prescribed tlie actual cautery, and put the 
respect mean and contemptible *’ The doc- poker in tJie fire to be heated, m order lo 
tor now thought be had an opportunity sear the place The player was of opinion 
of vindicating himself effectually, and desired that Bragwoll should scoop out the part 
the complainant to compose herself but for affected with the point of h|s sword ; but the 
half an hour, in which he undertook to prove painter prevented both these dreadful opera- 
tho absurdity of believing in the power of tions, by recommending a balsam he had in 
incantations, which were only idle dreams of his pocket, which never failed to cure the 
Ignorance and superstition Heaccoidingly bite of a mad dog, so saying, he pulled out 
[iionounced a very learned discourse upon a small bladder of black paint, ivnh which 
iho nature of ideas, the power and indepen- he instantly anointed, not only the sore, bill 
dencG of the iDind, tlie properties of stimu- the greatest part of t)(e patient’s face, and 
lating medicines, the dilfercnce between a jeft it in u frightful condition In short, tlu 
pronenesB lo venery, which many simples poor creature w^as so harassed with fear and 
would create, and a passion limited to one vexation, that I pitied h’m extremely, and 
object, which can only be the result of sense sent him home in a chair, contrary to the 
and reflection , and concluded with a pathetic inclination of every body present 
remonstrance, setting forth his unhappiness This freedom of mine gave umbrage to 
in being persecuted with the resentment ot a Bragwcll, who testified his displeasure, 
lady whom he had never injured, nor even sw^earing a few threats, without making any 
seen before that occasion, and whose facul- application , which being perceived b> Sly- 
ties were, m all likelihood, so much impaired boot, who sat by me, he, with a view of pro- 
by her misfortunes, that an innocent person moting a quarrel, whispered to me, that ho 
was in danger of being ruined by her disor- thought Bragwell used me very ill , but every 
der lie had no {sooner finished his harangue, man was thJbest judge of his own aflaiiti 
than the forlorn princess renewed her lamen- I answered aloud, that 1 would neither sufTci 
taUons, and cautioned the company against Mr Bragwell nor him to use me ill with im- 
his eloquence, which she said, wab able to punity, and that I stood in no need of hm 
bias the most impartial bench in Cliristendom counsel, in regard to the regulation of my 
Banter advised him to es]>ousc her immo- conduct lie thought proper to ask a thou- 
diatcly, as tJie only means to salve his repu- sand pardons, and assure me he meant no 
tation, and offered to accompany him to the offence, vyhile Bragwell feigned luinscU 
Fleet for that purpose , but Slyboot propped asleep, that he might not be imliged to take 
Uiat a father should be purchased for the notice of what passed But the player, who 
child, and a comfortable alimony settled nn bad more animal Spints, and less discretion 
the mother Ranter promised to adopt the than Slyboot, unwilling to let the affair rest 
in&nt grahs Wagtail was ready to wor^ Where he had dropped it, jogged Mr Brog- 
vbsp him for his generosity , and, though he Well, and told him softly, that I called him 
p^isted m protesting his innocence, con^ names, and threatened to cudgel him This 
d^onded to every thing, rather than hw' particphiT 1 understood by his starting, and 
unblemished character should be called ml crying,-—*' Blood and wounds * you he ' No 
question The lady rejected ihe pfoposah man duist treat me so ignommiously Mr 
and twisted on matrimony BragWell Random, did you call me names, and threaten 
np the ^dgels for the doctor, and iindeTtock to drub me I denied the imputation, and 
to Yid '.him of her importunity fbr hidf a proposed to punish the seoundrel who en- 
giihlea^ upnn which Wagtail, with greoi deavoured to, foment disturbances in the 
cagemessi; fuHed out his purse, and put It company , Bragwell signified hisapprobation, 
riio the hand of his friend, who taking half and drew his sWord, 1 did the same, and 
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aecosted the actor m these words — Lookee, 
Mr Ranter, I know you possess all the mim- 
icry and mischievous qualities of an ape, be^ 
cause 1 have observed you put them all m 
practice more than once to-night, on me and 
others , now I want to see if you resemble 
one m nimblenesB also; therefbre 1 desire 
you to leap over this sword without hesita- 
tion ” So saying, I held it pomRel to the 
horizon, at the distance of about three ieet 
from the floor, and called,—** Once— twice 
— ^thrice, and away," but, instead ofsonr- 
plying with my command, he snatched his 
hat and hanger, and assuming the looks, 
swagger, and phrase of Pistol, burst out into 
the following exclamation Ha * must 1 
then perform inglorious prank, of sylvan ape 
in mountain forest caugnt ! Death, rock me 
asleep, abridge my doleful days, and lay my 
head m fury’s lap Have we net liiren 
here ’ This buffoonery did not answer his 
expectation, for by tins time the company 
was bent on seeing him in a t ew character 
Mr Banter desired me to hold niy sword a 
foot or two higiier, that he might have tjie 
lielter opportunity of exerting himaelf The 
painter told him, if he penormed well, he 
H oiiid recommend him as a vatilier to the 
pioprielors of Saddler’s Wells , and Brag- 
well crying — ** Leap for the King," applied 
the point of his sword to the player’s poste- 
riors with such success, that he sprung over 
in a trice, and, finding the door unguarded, 
laniishcd in a twinkling, glad, no doubts of 
having paid his share of the reckoning so 
cat'ily 

It being now near two o’clock in the 
morning, wc discharged the bill, and sallied 
out into the street The painter slunk 
away without taking his leave Billy Chat- 
ter, being unable to speak or stand, was sent 
to a bagnio , and Banter and I accompanied 
Bragwell to Moll King’s coffee-house, where, 
after he had kicked half a dozen of hungry 

vv , wc left him asleep on a bench, and 

directed our course towards Charing-cross, 
near which place both he and 1 lodged 

The natural dryness of my companion 
bemg overcome by liquor, he honoured me 
by the way with many compliments and pro- 
fbssions of friendship, for which I made 
suitable acknowledgements, and told him, I 
thought myself happy in having, by my be- 
haviour, removed the unfavourable opinion 
he entertained of me at first sight. He was 
surprised at this declaration, and begged me 
to explain myself^ upon which I mentioned 
what 1 hod overheard him say of me to Wag- 
tail in the coffee-house. He laughed, and 
made an apology for his freedom, assuring 
me, that my appearance had very much pre- 
possessed him in my favour, and what he said 
was only intended as a joke on the doctor^ 
solemnity I was highly pleased nt being 
undeceived m this particular, and not a little 
proud of the good opinion of thus v/it, who 


shook me by the hand at parting, and pro- 
mised to meet me next day at the ordinary 


CHAPTER XLVII 

Bira/p cofninumcitfes to me tt conquest he 
had made q/* a chanMer^s vHdoto^finds 
hmoelf miserably mtstaken^l go to the 
opera-^^dmtre Mehndeh~-am caultoned 
by Banter-^go to the assembly at Hamp- 
steaSb^dance totik that young lady — 
receive an msolent message from Brag- 
wellf whose metal ts soon cooled— am m 
favour With my rMstress, whom I vte»t 
next day; and am bubbled out of eight- 
een guineas at cords — Strap triumphs at 
my success^ but is astontehad at my ex- 
pense — Banter comes to my lodging, is 
very sarcastic at my expense^ and bor- 
rows Jive eumeas from me as a proof oj 
Ills friendship 

In the marning, before 1 got up, f$trap came 
into my chanmer, and, finding me awake 
hemmed several times, scratched his head, 
cast his eyes upon the ground, and, with a 
very foolish kind of simper upon his face, 
gave mo to understand he had sometlrng to 
communicate “ By your countenance," 
said I, “ I expect to hear good tidings ” 
*‘ Indifferent," replied he, littenng, “ that ib, 
hereafter as it bhall be You must know 
I have some thoughts of altering mv con- 
dition " “ What cried I, astonished, “a 
matrimonial scheme ^ O rare Strap * thou 
hast got the heels of me at last ** “ N* — ^iei.'*, 
1 assure you," said he, bursting into a laugh 
of self-approbation, ** a tallow-chandler’s 
widow, that h\cs h^^d by, has taken a liking 
to me — a fine jolly dame, as plump as a par 
tridge She has a well furnished house, a 
brisk trade, and a good deal of the read) 

1 may liave her for the asking She told a 
fnend of mine, a brother footman, that she 
would talce me out of a stinking clout But 
1 refused to give my final answer, till I know^ 
your opinion of the matter " I congratula- 
ted Monsieur d’Estrapes upon his conquest, 
and Approved of the scheme, provided ho 
could be assured of tliosc circumstances of 
her fortune , hut advised him to do nothing 
rashly, and me an opportunity of seeing 
the lady before matters should be brought 
to a conclusion He assured me he would 
do nothing without my consent and appro- 
bation i and that very morning, while I was 
at breakfbst, mtroducod his inamorata to tu> 
acquamtaiiice. She was a short thick wo- 
man, the age of thirty-six, and had a 
parUcuIat prpmmdnce of belly, wdueh I poi- 
ceived at first sight, not witnout some sus- 
picion gf foinl play I desired her. howei pi , 
to sit, and treated her with a dish of tea, 
the discourse turning on the good quahtip*^ 
of Ptrap, whom I represented as a prodigy 
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of sobnetVi industry, and virtue When the w#»althiest fool should carry her at last 
ph^ thok her leave, he followed her to the 1 attributed a good deal of this intelligence 
door, end returned licking his lips, and to the satirical turn of my friend, or resent- 
asking if 1 did not think she was a Insciojtte ment for having himself suffered a rebuff from 
creature t I made no mystery of my aopie. the lady m question , and, at any rate, trust- 
hension, but declared eefthments of her ed so much to my own accomplishments, as 
without reserve, at which he Was not sor- to beheve no woman could resist the ardour 
priflcd, telling me he had observed the same of my addresses 

symptom, but had teen uitoined by hie ffiend Full of this confidence, 1 repaired to 

that she was only bver-growa* and would, Hampstead, in company with Billy Chatter, 
in a few months, be as small ui the waist as my Lord Bobble, and Doctor Wagtail 
over ^^Yes/* said I, few wehks, 1 Theresl saw a very bnJhant assembly, before 
believe, will do the tesiness tn short, Strap, whom I had the honour to walk a minuet 
it 18 my opinion that you are egregiously with Mclmda, who charmed me with her 
imposed npon^ and tlmt this fhona is no frank manner and easmess of behaviour 
other than a rascal who wants to palm his Before the countty-dauces began, I received 
trull upon yon for a wife, that he may at a messa^, by a person I did not know, fiom 
once deliver himself from the importunities BragweU, who was present, importing, that 
of the mother, and the expense of her bant- nobody who knew him presumed to dance 
)mg for which reason 1 would not have you with Melinda, while he was there in por<9on , 
trust implicitly to the report he makes of her and that I would do well to relinquish her 
wealth, which is inconsistent with his beha- without noise, because he had a mind to lead 
viour^ nor run your head precipitately into up a country-dance with her This oxtra- 
a noose, that you may ailerwards wish e\- ordmaiy intimation, wluch was delivered in 
changed for the hangman’s ” He seemed the jiady’s hearing, did not at all discompose 
veiy ninch startled at my luainuation, and me, who by this tube was pretty well ac - 
promised to look twice before he leaped , quainted with the character of my rival 1 
saying, with some heat, — ** Odds, if 1 find therefore, without the least symptom of con- 
1)18 intention is to betray me, we shall sec cem, bade the gentleman tell Mr Biagwell, 
w Inch of us IS the better man ” My pre- that, since 1 was so happy as to obtain the 
ciu lion was verified m less than a fortnight , lady’s consent, 1 should not be solicit oui 
her great belly producing an infant, to the about his , and desired the bearer hiiriself to 
tinspeakablo amazement of Strap, a bo was, bnng me no such impertinent messigcs for 
b( fore this happened, inclinable to believe 1 the future Melinda afiectod a sort of con- 
had refined a Wle too much in my pt>netm- fusion, and pretended to wonder that Mr 
tion His false friend disappoated , and in Bragwell should give hiiuself such liberties 
a fow days after, an execution was issued with regard to her, who bad no manner of 
against her goods and household-furniture, connexion viitb the fellow 1 laid hold of 
v^ueb were sewed by the creditors this opportunity to display m> valour, and 

Meana iule I met my friend Banter at the offered to call him to an account for hib in- 
01 dinar}, and in the evening went to the science, a proposal which bhe abbolutely rc- 
opera u ith him and Mr Chatter, who point- fused, under pretence of consulting my safety 
ed out Mehndi m one of the boxes, and though 1 could perceive, by the sparkling of 
offered to introduce me to her, obsemug, at her eyes, that she would not have thought 
the skmo time, that she was a reignmg toast herself affronted in being the subject of a 
worth ten thousand pounds This piece of duel 1 was by no means pleased with this 
information made my heart bound with jpy, discovery of nor thoughts, which not on!} 
and I di'^co\urcd great eagerness to accept argued the most unj^ifiablc vanity, but 
the proposal , upon which he assured me I likewise the most barbarous indifference 
ahonld danct with her at the next assen^y, however, 1 was allured by her fortune, and 
if he had any influence in that quarter ^$0 was resolved to gratify her pnde, in making 
e^ymg, he Ui nt round, spoke to her some her the occasion of a public quarrel between 
tuinuteb, and, as I iinagihed, pointed at me ; me and BragweU, who, I was pretty certain, 
then returning, t o ldjpe* to tny inexprebsibld would never dn\e matters to a dangerous 

e dobure, that AmSt depend upon what he lUttremity 
4 proraibcd|for was now engaged as While we danced together, I observed 
mf i^rtner fliaiitcr, in a whisper, gavq tel ,^’8 formidable nval at one end of the room, 
tolmderstanthat she was an mcoiripblp encircled with a cluster of beaux, to whom 
coquette* inpwould grant tlm same fiSt^ur hetalkedwithgreatvetemence,cast]ngmany 
ioemy yeuif fellow m England of a tolem^ big looks at me, from time to time I guessed 
ble aMmaremre, merel) to engm the sulgect of his discourse, and assoonasT 

thu wm of her admirers, that she might hdve Had handed my partner to her seat, strutted 
the i^Olihre of seeing them daily inCeeasOi up to the place where he stood, and, cock- 
tiiat ate VfM of a cold insensible fosposition, mg my hat m his foce, demanded aloud if he 
dead to every passion hut vanity, and so had any thing to say to me He answered 
blmd to merit, that he would any wager with a sullen tone*^** Nothing at present 
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sir,” and turned p.bout upon hia heel “Well,” 
said I, “you know where I am to be found at 
any t’me ” His companions stared at one 
another, and 1 returned to the lady, whose 
features brightened at my approaeby and im^ 
mediately a whisper ran throoji^ the whole 
room , after which so many eyes were turned 
upon me, that I wad ready to sink with con- 
tusion When the ball broke up> 1 led her 
to her coach, and, like a true French gallant, 
would have got up beinnd it, in order to pro* 
tcct her fVom violence on tlie road ; bul^she 
absolutely refused my olfer^ and expressed 
her concern that there was not an empty 
seat for mo within the vehicle. 

Next day in the afternoon, I waited on her 
at lier lodgings, by permission, in company 
with Chatter, and was very civilly received 
by her mother with whom she lived, there 
were a good many fashionable people present, 
chiefly young fellows , immediately after tea, 
a couple of card-tables were set, at one of 
which I had the honour to play with Melinda, 
who, in le<)s than three houis, made shift to 
plunder mo of eight gumcaa. I was well 
enough contept to lo^e a little money with 
a good grace, that )[ might have an opportu- 
nity, in the mean time, to say soft things, 
which arc still more welcome when accom- 
panied with good luck , but I was by no 
means satisfied of her fair play , a circum- 
stance that shocked me not a little, and 
greatly impaired my opinion of her disinte- 
rc fatedness and delicacy However, I was 
rcsohed to profit by this behaviour, and treat 
her in my turn with less ceremony , and ac- 
cordingly, 1 laid close siege to her, and find- 
ing her not at all disgusted with the gross 
incense I oflered, that very mght made a de- 
claration of love in plain terms She received 
mv addresses with gieat gaiety, and pretend- 
ed to laugh them olf, but, at the same time, 
treated me with such particular complacency, 
tliat 1 was persuaded 1 had made a conquest 
of lier heart, and concluded myself the 
happiest man alive Elevated with these 
flattering ideas, 1 eat down again to cards 
after supper, and with great cheerfulness 
Riifiered myself to be cheated of ten guineas 
more 

It was late before I took my leave, after 
being favoured with a general invitation , and 
when I get into bed, the adventure^ of theday 
hindered me from sleeping Sometimes I 
pleased myself with the hopes of possessing 
a fine woman with ten thousand pounds 
then 1 would ruminate on the character I 
lad heard of her from Banter, and compare 
It with tlie circumstances of her conduct 
towards me, which seemed to bear too gjeat 
a resemblance to the picture he had drawn 
This introduced a melancholy reflection on 
tlie expense I had undergone, and the small- 
ness of my funds to support it, which, bv llie 
bye, w^crc none of my own In short, I 
found myself involved in doubts and per- 


plexities, that kept me awake the greaicbl 
part of the niglit. ^ 

In the morning, Strap, with pirhom 1 had 
not conversed for two days, presetited himscil 
with the utensils for shavifig me , upon whu h, 
1 asked his opinion of the lady whom he had 
seen me eonduct to her coach at Hampstead, 

I “ Odd * she a delicious creature,” cried 
he, “and, os I am informed, a great for- 
tune 1 am sorry yon did not insist on going 
home with her. 1 dare say, she would not 
have refused your company , for she seemed 
to be a good-humoured soul ” “ There’s a 
time for all things,” said I “You must 
knoWii Strap, I was in company with her till 
one o’clock this morning ” 1 had no sooner 
pronounced these words than he began to 
caper about the room, and snap his fingers, 
crymg, m a transport, — “ The day ’s our own » 
— the day ’s our own I gave him to un- 
derstand that his tnumph was a little prema- 
ture, and that I had more difficulties to 
surmount than he was aware of, then I 
recounted to him the intelligence I had re- 
ceived from Banter At which he changed 
colour, shook his head, and observed there 
was no faith m woman I told hiiU I was 
resolved to make a bold push notwithstand- 
ing, although 1 foresaw it w ould load me into 
a great expense, and bade him guess the 
sum I had lost last night at curds He 
scratched hia chin, and professed his abhor- 
rence of cards, the very name of which being 
mentioned, made him sweat with vexation, 
as it recalled the money-dropper to his 
remembrance But, however,” said he, 
“you have to do with other guess-people 
now Why, I suppose, if you had a bad run 
last night, you would scarce come oflT for less 
than ten or twelve shillings ” I was morti- 
fied at this piece of simplicity, which 1 
imagined, at that time, was all affected, bv 
way of reprimand for my folly , and asked 
witii some heat, if he thought I spent the 
evening in a cellar with chairmen and bun- 
ters , giving him to know, at the same tune, 
iliat my expense had amounted to eighteen 
guineas It would require the pencil of 
Hogarth to express the astonishment and 
concern of Strap, on hearing this piece of 
news ? the bason in which he was preparing 
the lather for my chin, dropped our of hia 
hands, and he remained some time immov- 
able in that ludicrous kttitude, with his mouth 
oiion, and his eyes thrust forward considera- 
bly beyond their station, but remembering 
my disposition, which was touchy and impa- 
tient of control, he smothered his chagrin, 
and attempted to recollect himself With 
this view to emfoavoured to laugh, but, in 
spite of hts broke out jn a whimper, 

took up hm wafi^kball and pewter-pot, scrub- 
bed my beard with the one, and disc barged 
the other upon my face 1 tocfc no notice of 
his confusion, but after he had fully recover- 
ed himself, put him m mind of his nghf, a’.d 
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asBUifkd him of my readmesa to surrender hts necessaiy cheats of your profession, and de- 
effect^ whenever be should think proper to tect the Conspiracies that will be formed 
demand them. He was nettled at nry tusin* against you Besides, you are downright 
nation, which he thought proceeded from my bashfhl— What the devil • set up for a for- 
distruat of his friendship, and begged ‘I tune-hunter before you have conquered the 
would never talk to him in th(Ct strain agaiOi sense of shame » perhaps you are entitled by 
unless 1 had a mind to break hm heart, your merit, and T believe you arc, to a richer 
This good creators^eunaltofeble friendship and better wife than Melinda, but, take my 
for me affected me with meet gratohu word fi>r it, she is not to be won at that rate , 
sentiments, and noted as a Opur to m reso- or, tf you are so lucky as to carry her, be- 
lutioii of acqunang a fcrtunai that I might tween you and me, you may say, as Teague 
have It m my power to manifest my gene- did. By my iok^, I have gained a lass > Slie 
rosity in my tum« For this purpose i deter- would take eare to spend her fortune in a 
mined to hni^ ntatters to a speedy conclu- twinkling, and soon make you sick of her 
Sion with HfflSuds ; well knowing that a few extra vagaivoe/’ I was alarmed by his dis- 
such nights ss the last, would effectually course, while 1 i^esentcd the freedom of it, 
moapaowte me from prosecuting that or any and expressed my disgust, by tollmg him, he 
other advantageous amour was mistaken m my intentions, and desinng 

While my medtlattons were busied in he would give me leave to regulate my con- 
planning out my fhturo conduct, Mr Banter duct according to the dictates of my own 
favoured me with a visit , and, after break- reason He made an apology for the liberty 
fast, asked how I had passed the preceding be had taken, and ascribed it to the warmth 
evening 'I 1 answered, 1 was very agreeably of his friendship for me, as an uncommon 
entertained at a private house Yes,’’ iiistanoe of whicn, he borrowed five guineas, 
said he, witli a sarcastic smile, “ you deserv- assuring me there were very few peojde in 
ed something extraordinary for the price the world whom he would so far favour with 
yon paid ” X was surprised at this remark, his confidence I gave him the money, and 
and pretended ignorance of his meaning professed myself so well convinced of his 
Come, come, Random, continued he, sincerity, that he had no occasion to put it 
** you need not make a mystery of it to me, to such extraordinary proofs for the future 
the whole town has it 1 wish that foolish I thought,” said he, ” to have asked five 
affair between you and Bragwell at Hamp- pieces more, but hearing you were bubbled of 
stead had been less public It has set all the eighteen last night, I presumed you might 
busy-bodies at work to find out your real be out of cash, and resolved to model my dc- 
eliaracter and situation, and you cannot mand accordingly 1 could not help admir- 
imagtne what coniectures have already cir- ing tli6 cavalier behaviour of this spnrk, of 
Ciliated at your expense One sqhpects you whom 1 desired to know his reason for say- 
to be a Jesuit in disguise , another thinks you mg I was bubbled Ho then gave me to 
are an agent fVom the pretender, a third understand, that, before he came to my 
believes you to be an upstart gamester, be- lodgings, he had beat up Tom Tossle, who, 
cause nobody knows any thing of your family having been present, informed him of the 
or fortune , a fourth is of opinion that you particulars, rehearsed all tlic fine things I 
are an Irish fortune-hunter ” This last hy- said to Melinda, with which he proposes to 
pothosta touched me so nearly, that to con-, entertain the town , and, among other cir- 
ceal my confusion, I was fain to mtemipt his cumstances, assured him, my mistress chcat- 
dotail, and damn the world for an envious cd me with so little art, that nobody but a 
meddling community, that would not suffer a mere novice could have been imposed 
gentleman to live without molestation He upon 

took no notice of this apostrophe, bht went The thoughts of becoming a subject of 
on, — ** For my own part, 1 neither know, raillery for coxcombs, and losing my money 
nor desire to know, who or what yon* ere, to boot, stung me to the quick, but I made 
this I am tertain of, that few people make a virtue of my indignation, and swore tliat 
a mystery of their onmn or situation, who no man should, with impunity, either asperse 
can boast ofany thing advantageous in either, the character of Melmaa, or turn my beha- 
and my own opinion of the matter is, that viour into ridicule He replied in a dry 

C bavc raised yourself by your industry, manner, that I would find it an Herculean 
nothing to the appearance you m»w\ task to chastise every hqdy who would laugh 
asakitain, and which you endeavour to sap« at my expense , and os for the character of 
port by some matrimonial scheme.” Her^ Melmda, he did not see how it could suffer 
ne fixed his eyes steadfastly upon me, by wbat was laid to her charge , for that 
perceiving my face covered with blushea, cheatmg at cards, fiir from being reckoned a 
me, now he was confirmed In h» ppin* blemish among people of fashion, was looked 
lOn yc. Random,” said he, •* 1 upon as an honourable indication of superior 

li&Ve divined your plan, and am confid^t it gemns and address^” But let us wave this 
wilt never sucewd. You are too hone^, subject,” said he, and go to the coffeehouse, 
and toe ignorant of tlic town, to practise the m order to make a party for dinner ” 
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he was compelled to repmr That his land- 
CHAPTER KLVIIL lord, believing him distiracted* 1]^ insisted 

on his (quitting his apaxtasiGtit ifit a minute’s 
We re fair to the coffeehouse^ where we over- warhing^ and no was put to incredible mcon- 
hear a curwus (kepute between WogtaU venienee ^ but now he was settled m a very 
and Medlar^ whtch to referred to our de- comfiirtable house, and had the use of a large 
cuioa — the doctor fftvee an account of paved yard for prepanng his tinder . so that 
h%e experiment— -medlar te roasted by he hoped in a voiy short time to reap the 
Banter at the ordmary—the eld gentle* fruits of his labour 

man s advice to me. After faavmg congratulated the doctor on 

his prospect, and read the papers, we re- 
Being as willing to drop tlid theme, dk he paired to an auction of pictures, where we 
to propose It, 1 Bteompaified him thither, entertained ourselves on hour or two From 
where we found Mr Medl&r and Dr Wagtail thence wo adjourned to the Mall, and, after 
disputing upon the word eltetat^d, Which the two or three turns, went back to dinner, 
physician amnued should be spelled With a Banter fdssutmg us, that he intended to roast 
g, because it was denv^ iftom the Latm Medlar at tlie ordinary , and indeed wc were 
word gustare,—** to taste” But Medlar no soOner seated, than the cynic began to 
pleaded custom in behalf of c, ebservmg, that, eatecute his purpose, bv telling the old gtu- 
by the doctor’s rule, we ought to change tieman, that he looked extremely well, con- 
pudding into budding, because it is derived sidenng the little sleep he had enjoyed lant 
from the French Word boudm, and in that night To this compliment Medlar made no 
case, why not retain the onmnal orthography reply, but by a stare accompanied with a sig- 
and pronunciation of all the foreign words nificant grin , — and Banter went on thus — 
we have adopted, by which means our Ian- “I don’t know whether most to adnnro the 
guage would become a dissonant jargon, with- chanty of your nimd, or the vigour of your 
out standard or propriety'* The controversy body Upon my sou), Mr Medlar, you do 
was referred to ns , and Banter, notwith- generous things with the best taste of any 
standing his real opinion to the contrary, man 1 know you extend your compassion 
decided it in fkvour of Wagtail upon which to real objects, and exact only such returns 
the peevish annuitant arose, and uttering the as they are capable of making You must 
monosyllable “ Pish *” with great emphasis, know, gentlemen,” (said ho turning to the 
removed to another table companv) “I had been up most part of the 

We then inquired of the doctor what pro- night with a friend who is ill of a fever, and 
gross he had made in the experiment of dis- on mv return home this morning chanced to 
tiJbng tmder water, and he told us he li£d pass W a gin-shop still open, whence ibsucd 
been at all the glass-houses about town, but a corimsed sound of mirth and jollity upon 
could find nobody who would undertake to which 1 popped in my head, and perceived 
blow a retort large enough to hoM the third Mr Medlar dancing bare-headed iii the midst 
part of the quantity presenbed , but he in- of ten or twenty ragged hunters, who ro- 
tended to try the process on as mueb as joiced at his expense But indeed, Mr Med- 
wou\d produce five drops, which would be lar, yOu ought not to sacrifice your consti- 
sufficient to prove the specific, and then he tution lo your benevolence. Consider you 
wou\d make it a parliamentary affair that he grow old apace , and therefore have a reve- 
had already purchased a considerable weight rend care of your health, which must cer- 
of rags, 111 reducing which to tinder, he had tainly be ^e^y much impaired by these noc- 
met with a misfortune, which had obliged turnm expeditions ” The testy senior CfOuld 
him to change his lodgings , for he had ga- no longer contain himself, but cried hastily, 
thered them m a heap on the floor, and set “ ’Tis well known that your tongue is no 
Are to them with a candle, on the supposition slander ” I tliink,” said the other, ** you 
that the boards woul<|gsustain no damage, might spare that observation, as you aie 
because it is the nature of fl«Cme to ascend , very sensible, that my tongue hath done you 
but by some very extrs^rdinary accident signal service on many occasions You may 
the wood was invaded, and began to blaze remrmbcr,tliat when you made your address- 
with great violence, which disordeiod him cs to the fat widow, who kept a public 
so much, that he had not presence of mind house at Islington, there was a report spread 
enough to call for assistance, and the Whole very mnch to tne prejudice of your mannood, 
^house must have been coneumed, with him which co^u^ to the cars of your mistress, 
in tne midst of it, had not thd^oke, ^at you werediscarded immediately, and I brought 
rolled out of the windows in clouds, alaidcied matters to a, reconciliation, by assuring her 
the neighbourhood, and brought pe<mle to you hod three he»tards at nurse in the coun- 
his succour , that he bad lost a pair of bjack try’ how l^med yqur own affair after- 
velvet breeches and a tie-wig in the huity, wards, it is heither my business nor inchna- 
besides the expense of the rags, which were tion to relate.^” This anecdote, which had 
rendered useless by the water used to qumich no other foundation than in Banter’s ovi n 
the flame, and the damage of the floor, which invention, aifbrded a good deal of mirth to 
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evety body present, and provoked Mr Med^ me, that he was a very pretty goDtloman*of 
]ar l^ycma all suffonuice ; eo tiiat he started fkmily and fortune , a scholar, a wit, a critic, 
up in a mighty passion, and, thai ahd perieotly well acquainted with the town , 

hia mouth was lid}, bespatesm those who that his honour and courage were unques- 
sat next to him, whole hi dtSfdwged his m* tiooabk, though some extravagances he had 
dignation in a volkgr Q/t oS^hs, and called been guilty and his talent for satire, hac* 
Banter insignificant j^fqi^ilO^rtisian^ procured bun enemies, and made some peo- 
anapes, and a hundnM 'Appellations ; pie shy of bis acquaintance From thobP 
telling the ootepsny, inyentpd these different skotches, I concluded that Banter 

false malicieui aapsMps^hivca^ be would was a young Mow of some parts, who haa 
not lend him ^aquacA^ qway upon sp^mt his'jfenune, but retained his appetites, 
rooks and Wboias^ A very IBtdiy stery andflallen Out with tiie woiid, because he 
(said Banter}, tKat I shoultd attempt to bor- could not siQoy U to his wish 
row money of a^tnau who is obliged to prac* 1 wmit to the Bedford coffeehouse in the 
Use a Ihoosand shifts tb make his weekly evening, whore 1 met my friends, from 
allowaneS hold out till Saturday's night thence proceeded to the play, and alterwarus 
Sometimes he sleeps four^-sjuLtwenty hours earned them home to my lodgings, where 
at a stretch, by which moans he saves three we supped m great good humour 
meals besides coffeehouse expense* ,8omo- 
limes he is fiun to put up with bread and 

cheese and small beer for dinner , and some-* CHAPTER XLIX 

times he regales on two penny worth of ox- 

chcek ui a collar ” Fou are a lying mis- I rfcmae u ifhaU^nge-^the consequences of 
rroant,” cned Medlar, in an ecstasy of rage, qiia»rBl being made up, am put 1 1 

1 ran always command money enough to arrest^ mf the care md affect ton of !<t9ap 

jiay your tailor’s bill, which t am sure is no •^but immediately released upon i rplain- 

trifie , and I have a good mind to give you a tng my affitf'^the behaviour of Mr 
convincing proof of my circumstances, by and his two fhends^I visit Mt- 

prosecuting you for defamation, sirrah/’ By Imtm, whom I divert with an account of 
this time the violence of his wroth had de- the *dvel — propose marrtage-^she ref rs 

privcd him of his appetite, and he sat silent, the matter to her mother, of who7n 1 malt 

unable to swallow one mouthful, while his a solemn demand of her daughter — thf 

tormentor enjoyed his mortification, and in- old ladyfs hehmtmr^I am dt^carded^ 
creasbd his chagrin, by advising him to lay resent their disdain 
111 plentifully for Ins next day’s fast 

Dinner being ended, we came down stairs Wrsn I was ready to go abroad next iIa\ , 
to the coffeeroom, and Banter went away to Strap brought me a letter, To Mr Random, 
keep on appointment, saying he supposed he Esq 7’Aose^^bich, upon opening, I found 
should see Wagtail and me in the evening containipd a challenge, conceived in thc’^c 
at the Bedfora coffeehouse He was no very extraordinary terms 
sooner gone, than the old gentleman took « Sin, —Whereas I am informed that you 

me aside, and said he was sorry to see me make love to Miss Mehnda Goosetrap— This 
so intimate with that fellow, who was one w to let you know tliat she is under promise 
of the most graceless rakos about town, and of mamage to me , and that 1 am at this 
had already wasted a good estate and con- present waiting at the back of MoningiK- 
stitution upon harlots , that he had been the house, with a pair of good pistols in mv liand 
ruin of many a young man. by introducing and if you wiU keep your appointment, I will 
ihem into debauched company, and setting make your tongue confers (aflor the breath is 
a lewd example of all manner of wmked- out of your body) that you do not deber\e 
ness , and tliat, unless I was on my guard, her as well as, yours, &c. 
he would strip tne in a short time both cf iny “ Rourk Orpoan ” 

money and reputation I thanked him for I guessed, from the style and i^ubfecriot'on 
his information, and promised to conduct of tins billet, that my rival was a true Milo- 
myself accordingly, wishing, however, J|u0 smn, and was not a little uneasy nl the con- 
(oulion had been a few hours more oarly»% tents, eapecially that part m which he obbti- 
which meuiib T might have saved five guineiS^ ted right to my mistress by promise, n 
Nptwitliatanding this intelligence, 1 was mrcumslance I did not khow how to reconj^ 
clhiablo to impute some part of the tirntge mie to her gobd Sense and penetration 
to Medlar’s revenge for Um liberties tflbld However* this was no time for me to decline 
With him at dinner , and, therefore^ u 'the defiance, because the success of my ad- 
as I could disengage myseli; applied to dresseq m a great measure, depend 
tail ftw due Opinion of the chapter la quw- upon my behaviour in that affair I there, 
tiop ; resolved to compare their aqUbimtSf fbve immediately loaded my pistols, and be. 
aBowing fhr the prejudiee of each, and to took myself in a hackney-coach to the place 
form biy judgment upon both, witlmut adbe- appointed, where I found a tall raw-boned 
ring strictly to either Tlie doctor assured man, AVith a hard featured countenance, and 
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black bushy bear^, walking by himself, wrap- if she should remain blind to his deserts, for 
ped up in a shabby great-coat, over which nothing was more capricious than a woman’s 
his own hair descended in a leathern queue mind, and tlie affectioQ Uf that sex was sel- 
from lus head, that was covered with a dom purchased with virtue alone That my 
greasy hat,tnmmed with a tarmshed point declaration might have the better effect, 1 
(rEspagne Ho no sooner perceivea me took notice of his dishabille , and professing 
advancmg, than he pulled a pistol irom his sorrow at seeing a gentleman reduced, slip- 
bosom, and presenting it at me, snapped it ped two gumeas into his hand at sight of 
without the least preamble^ Alarmed at which he th^w away his pistols, and hug- 
ihis rude salutation, 1 made a stand , and ging roe in liis arms, cried, — Arrab, by 
before he could adjust his other piece, fired Jasus ndw, you are the host fhend I have met 
one of mme at him, without doing any with these seven long years ” When I had 
damage By this time he was ready witli suffered some minutes m his embrace, he 
his second, that flashed in the pan witliout quitted me, and picking up his rusty arms, 
going off upon which he called with a true wished the devil might bum him, if ever he 
Tipperary cadence, — “ Fire away, honey,” should give me any further trouble about 
and began to hafnmer lus flmt with great de- ' womankind « 

liberation But 1 was resolved to make use The quarrel being thus amicably com- 
of the advantage fbrtune had given me , posed, I begged leave to look at his pistols, 
and therefore stepped up, without throwing which 1 found so crazy and so foul, that 1 
away my fire, desiring him to ask his life, or behcye it was happy for him neither of them 
prepare for another world , but this stout was discharged, for one of^hem would cer- 
Hibernian refused to condescend, and com- tainly have split m the going off, and he 
plamed bittn^ of my having quitted my would, in all probability, have lost lus hand 
ground befor^e could return my shot , say- in the explosion , but what gave me a lively 
mg, I ought to go back to my station, and let idea of the man’s character, was to find, upon 
him have an equal chance with me 1 eii- examination, that one of them had been 
deavoured to persuade him that I had given loaded without being primed, and the otlier 
him a double chance already , and it was my primed ithoiit a char^ 
business to prevent him from enjoying a While we walked home together, I ex- 
third , — ^but now, since I had an opportunity, pressed a desire of knowing my rew friend’s 
I demanded a parley, and desired to know history and he informed me of his having 
his condition, and reason for callmg me to served m the German army as a volunteer 
the field, who, to the best of my remembrance, against tlie Turks , that, for his behaviour at 
far from having done him any injury, had the siege of Belgrade, he had been honoured 
never before seen him He told^ me that with an ensign’s commission, and afterwardb 
he was a gentleman of foit^ine, who had promoted to the rank of lieutenant, in which 
spent all he had, and hearing that Melinda station zt was his misfortune to affront his 
had got ten thousand pounds, he intended captain, who challenged him to the field, and 
to make himsolf master of that sum by was killed in the duel, upon which he was 
^spousing her, and was ^determined, in an obliged to retreat — that he had been in Eng- 
honourable way, to cut the throats of all land some years soliciting his friends for 
those who stood between him. and his provision in the British army, but being 
hopeq I then demanded to know the foun- bitheito unsuccessful, was desired by Mr 
dation of his hopes , and, now, that I had Gabogan to turn his thoughts to matrimony, 
seen him, being more and more astonished and make his fortune by an advantageous 
at the circumstance of the promise, desired match in consequence of which advace, he 
that he would explain that mystei^ , he gave had made up to Melinda, and having heard, 
me to understand tliat he trusted entirely to by means of an Irish footman in the family, 
his birth and personal merit , that he had that I was her chief favourite, had called me 
frequently written to Melinda, setting fortli out^ m hopes ofremoving, by ray death, the 
his claim and prctenbions, hut she was never greatest obstruction to his desires but now 
kind enough to sei^d an answer, or even to he ivas convinced of rny honour and gener- 
admit him into her presence , and that the Obity, he swore, by the blessed Virgin, he 
promise he mentioned in his letter was made would think of her no more, if there was not 
by hiB friend Mr Gahagan, who assured him, another woman in tlie world As a farther 
that no woman coula resist a man of his ap- proof of his veracity, which 1 did not at all 
pearance 1 could not forbear laughing to doubt, he opened an old iron snuff-box, and 
excess at the simplicity of my rival, who did palled out his commission in the imperial 
not seem to relish my mirth, Imt began to be army, and ins captain’s challenge, which he 
ve ry serious upon which I endeavoured to preserved as testimonials of his character 
appease him, by giving him my word of ho- I was so well convinced of this poor man’s 
nuur, that, for from prejudicing his addresses honesty and courage, tliat I determined to 
to the lady, I would represent him to her in speak in his behalf to some of my acqiiaint- 
the most favourable light I could with any ance, who might recommend his case to the 
regard to truth , but he must not be surprised consideration of those who could provide for 
4 58 
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him , andy in the mean time, to accommodate 
hm ivtth a few clothes, by which lug appear* 
ance would be much menoed, and faimseu on* 
abled to rienew his solic^tions in persou* 

As we walked along, conversing socially 
together, we were met l^a file of musketeers^ 
and Strap at their bea^ who Uo sooner ap- 
proached, than, with ,a frantic look, he cned, 
— “ Seize them l^in the naipe hf God ! seize 
them ” We were acoprolngly surrounded, 
and 1 put m arrest by^ corporal, who was 
commanding ofihher. hut Captain Oregan 
disengaged mmselff and ran with such speed 
towards Tottenham-court road, that he was 
out of sight in a moment When my arms 
were delivered up, and myself secured, Strap 
became a little more coo^osed, and asked 
ardon for the liberty he had taken, which 
e hoped i would excuse, as it proceeded 
from his afiection lie then told me, that, 
suspecting the letter (which by the bye was 
brought by the author himselH contained 
something extraordinary, he had peeped 
through the koy-hole, and seen me load my 
istols , upon which he ran down to White- 
all, and applied to the oficer on guard for a 
party to put me m arrest but before he rd- 
turned, I was gone in a coach , that he had 
inquired which way I went, and having heard 
tJiat duels were commonly fought at the back 
of Montague house, he conducted the guard 
to this place, where he thanked God for hav- 
ing found me sate and sound 1 gave him to 
understand that I forgave his officious con- 
cern for once, but cautioned him, in pretty 
severe terms, for making me the subject of 
idle conversation for the future , then, turn- 
ing to the corporal, thanked him for his care, 
and gave him a crow n to drmk with his men, 
assunng liim that the rencontre was over 
long before he came up, and every thing 
compromised, as he might hn\e observed by 
our behaviour, as a farther proof of whicn 
he would find, upon examination, that one of 
my pistols had been discharged , but this civil 
person, without giving himself Or me any 
further trouble, received the bounty with a 
thousand bows and acknowledgements, and 
returning the pistols, released me imme- 
diately ’ 

He was not gone a hundred yards, ^hen 
my friend Oregan came up, in order to rescue 
me, with two tatterdemalions, whom he had 
engaged for that purpose about the purlieus 
of St Gilcb’fe one of them was armed With 
a musket that wanted a lock, and another 
with a rusty broad-sword, but their dfOss 
surpassed all descnption When be tm- 
derstood I was already fre^^ he madO ah 
apolo^ for hiB abrupt departure, and intro- 
duced me to his two companions , first, to< 
counsellor f^tz-clabber, who, he torn me, woS 
then eny^lwed in compiling a history of the 
kings ef Munster, from Irish manuscilptsi 
omf^hen to his fnehd Mr Gahagan, who was 
ti profound p’iifosophei a^d pohticiti ^ and had 


projected many excelled schemes for the 

f ood of his country Hut it seems these 
terati had been veiy ill rewarded for their 
ingenious labours, for between them both 
there was but one shirt and half a pair of 
breeches I thanked them very kindly for 
their readiness to assist me, and having of- 
fered my service in my turn, bade them good 
morrow, desinng Oregan to accompany me 
to my lodgings, where he was fitted with 
decent clutM &om my wardrobe, so much 
to satisfoption, that be swore eternal grati- 
tude and fi^ndship to roe, and, at my re- 
quest, recounted ^ the adventures of his 
life 

In the afiemoon I waited on Melinda, who 
received me with great kindness and famili- 
arity, and laughed excessively at my adven- 
ture with the Irishman, to whose wishes 
she was no stfanger, having more than a 
dozen letters in her possession, which he 
had wrote to her on the subject of love, 
and which, for my entertainment, she sub- 
mitted to my perusal Ha^g made our- 
selves merry at the expense m this poor 
admirer, I seized the opportunity of her mo- 
ther’s going out of the room, and introduced 
my own passion, which 1 recommended to 
her with ^ the ardour and eloquence 1 was 
master of I flattered, sighed, swore, en- 
treated, and acted a thousand extravagan- 
cies, in hopes of making some impression on 
her heart , but she heard every thing I said 
without discovering the least emotion , and 
other company came in before she would 
vouchsafe one senous reply After tea, the 
cards were brought in, according to custom, 
and It was my good fortune to have Melinda 
for ray partner , by which means, instead of 
losing, I came off with five guineas clear gain 
I soon became acquainted with a good 
many people of fashion, and spent my time 
in the modish diversions of tho town, such as 
plays, operas, masquerades, drums, assem- 
blies, and puppet-shows , chiefly in compa- 
ny with Melinda, whom I cultivated with all 
the eagerucss and address that my prospect 
could inspire, or my education afford I 
spared neither my person nor my purse to 
gratify her vanity and pride my nvals were 
intimidated, and indeed outshone , and, after 
all, 1 began to fear that the dear creature 
had not a heart to lose At last, finding my- 
self unable to support the expense of this 
amour much longer, 1 was determined to 
bring the matter to a cnsis ; and one even- 
ing, while we were tj^rether by ourselves, 
complained of her mdifierence, described the 
tortures of sunpense to a love-sick mind, and 
pressed her to disclose her sentiments of 
matrimony end me, with such earnestness, 
that she could not, with all her art, shift the 
snbj^t, but was obhged to come to an ec- 
lailcisseroent She told me with a careless 
air, that she had no objection to my person, 
andj if 1 could satisfy her mother other 



147 


ADVENTURES OP RODERICK RANDOM. 

patticulars, I should sot find tier averse to my charmingNarciesa was a continual check 
the match, but she was resolved to do no^ dpon my conscienCet dunng the whole 
thing in such a momentous concern without course of my address^; and perhaps con. 
the advice and consent of her parent This tributed to the bad success of mj scheme^ b) 
was no very agreeable declaration to me, controlling my raptures, and condemning 
whose aim had oeen to win her inclination my design 

first, and then secure conquest by a pri. There was a necessity for informing iny 
vate marriage, to which I flattered myself she companion of every tiling that happened to 
would express no reluctance That I might me, and I performed this piece of duty in an 
not, however, desert my cause before it was afiTected passion, swearing I would be his 
desperate, I waited on her mother, and with pack-horse no longer, and desiring him to 
great formality demanded the daughUf m take the mana^ment of his affairs into his 
marriage The good lady, who was a very own hands This finesse had the desired 
notable woman, behaved with great state effect for, mstead of grumbling over my 
and civility , thanked me for tlm honour I miscarriage, Strap was frightened at tlie 
intended her family , and said, she did not passion I feigned, and begged me, for the 
doubt that 1 was in all respects qualified love of God, to be appeased, observing, 
to make a woman happy , but it concerned that although we had suffered a great loss, 
her, as a parent anxious about the welfare of it was not irreparable , and if fortune frown, 
her child, to inquire into the particulars of my ed to-day, she might, perhaps, smile to-mor. 
fortune, and know what settlement I propo- row I pretended to acquiesce in bis re- 
sed to make To this intimation, which marks, praise his equanimity, and promise to 
would have utterly disconcerted me if I had improve by misfortune He, on the other 
not expected it, I replied, without hesitation, hand, pretended to be perfectly well satisfi- 
that, though my fortune was very small, I ed with my conduct, and conjured me to fol. 
was a gentleman by birth and education, low the dictates of my own reflection , but, 
would maintain her daughter in the sphere of in spite of all his afiectation, I could per. 
a gentlewoman, and settle her own dowry ceive his inward affliction, and his visage 
on her and her heirs for ever This careful sensibly increased in longitude from that 
matron did not seem to relish my proposal, day 
but observed, with a demure countenance, 
that there wns no necessity for settling that 

upon her child which was her own already CHAPTER L 

however, if I pleased, her lawyer should con- 
fer with mine upon the matter , and, in the I long to be rt venged on Melinda — apply 

mean time, she desired [ would favoUr her to Banter for his assistance — he contrives 

with the perusal of my rent-roll Notwith- a scheme for that purpose, which is put 

standing the vexation 1 was under, 1 could in execution with great success — I make 

scarce forbear laughing in her face, at the an attempt on the heart of Miss Grip**- 

mention of my rent-roll, which was, indeed, well, but am disappointed — grow melan- 

in severe piece of satire upon my pretensions choly, and have recourse to the bottle — 

I frankly owned T had no landed estate , and receive a billet-doux — am ravished with 

told her, that I could not exactly specify the the contents^Jind myself involved in an 

sum 1 was master of, until 1 had regulated intrigue, which I imagined would make 

iny affairs, which were at present in some my fortune — am confounded at my mis^ 

disorder , but that I would take an opportu- take, which banishes all thoughts of ma- 

nity of satisfying her on that head very soon trimony 

ft was not long before T took my leave, and 

returned to my lodgings m a very melan. In the mean time, my attention was wholly 
choly mood, persuimed that 1 had nothing engrossed in search of another mistress, and 
more to expect from that quarter I was the defire of being revenged on Melinda , 
confirmed in this opinion next day, when I in both which schemes 1 w^as very much 
went back with a view of explaining myself assisted by Billy Cliattor, who was such a 
more tally to the old gentlewoman, and was necessary creature among the ladies, that in 
told by the footman that his ladies were not all pnvate dances he en^^ed the men To 
at home, although I had seen Melinda through him, therefore, I applied, desiring he would 
the blinds at a parlour window, as 1 went up introduce me to a partner of some figure at 
To the door Incensed at this affront, I quit, the next pnvate assembly, for the sake of a 
ted the door, without saying one word, and frolic, the intention of which I would 
as T repassed the parlour, bowed to miss, who afterwards communicate Billy, who had 
still remamed m the same situation, securely heard something of a difference between 
screened, as she thought, from my view Melinda and me, immediately smoked part 
This disappointment gave me more unea- of my design, and, thinking I only w^anted to 
Finess on Strap's account than my own , for alarm her leolousy a little, promised to 
I was in no danger of dying for love of Me- grat fv my desire, by matching me with a 
luida , on the contrarv, the remembrance of partner worth thirty thousand pounds, whom 
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the ladies of this end of the town had latelj 
taken under ^eir management and protec- 
tion Upon further inquiiy, I found this 
person’s name was Mis$ Biddy Qripewell , 
that her father, who had been a pawnbroker, 
died intestate, by ivhich m^ans all his 
substance descended to his daughter, who 
was so littlp a &vounte, that, could the old 
man have prevailed with his own rapacious 
disposition to'^ part with as much money as 
would have paid the expense of a will, she 
would not have inhented a sixth part of his 
fortune '|’bat, dunng his life, far from being 
educated in a way suitable to such great 
expectations, she was obliged to live like a 
servant wench, and do the most menial 
offices m the family , but his funeral was no 
sooner performed, than she assumed the fine 
lady, and found so many people of both sexes 
to flatter, caress, and instruct her^that, for 
want of discretion and experience, she was 
grown insuperably vain and arrogant, and 

{ iretended to no less than a duke or earl at 
cast for a husband That she had the 
mibfortune to be neglected by the English 
quality, but a certain poor Scottish lord was 
then making interest to be introduced to her 
acquaintance m the mean time, she had 
fallen into the hands of a notable lady, who 
had already disposed of her to a lieutenant 
of foot, a distant relation of her ladyship, 
though miss as yet knew nothing of the 
affair And, lastly, that, if I proposed to 
dance with her, 1 must give him leave to 
represent me as a knight or foreign count at 
least I was ravished at tlus piece of 
information, and consented, for one night, to 
personate a French marquis, that I might tlie 
easier fulfil my revenge 

Having made the appointment with Chat- 
ter, 1 went to Banter’s lodgings, as 1 bad by 
this time conceived a great opinion of his 
penetration and knowledge , and, after I had 
enjoined secrecy, told him every circumstance 
of my disgrace with Melinda, and imparted 
the plan I had pr</jected to mortify that 
proud coquette, desiring his advice m im- 
proving, and assistance in executing, the 
scheme Nothing could be more agreeable 
to his misanthropical temper than an account 
of her behaviour and my resentmentf He 
applauded my resolution, and proposed that 
I should not only provide myself with a 
proper partner, but also procure such an one 
for Miss Goosetrap as should infallibly entail 
>ipon her the ridu ule of ail her acquaintance^ 
For this purpose he mentioned his barber, 
wlip, he said, was an exceedingly great 
coitcomb, lately come from Pan^ ii^oae 
absurd affectation and grimace would easdy 
pass upon her for £he spnghtly politesse of a 
gentleman improved by travel I hugged 
tor this hint , and he assured me, it 
wolf Id bo no difficult matter to make him 
^ boheve that Melinda, having seen him by 
accident, was captivated by his appearance, 


and longed for his acquaintance He 
actually engaged him on this pretence, and 
painted his good fortune in such colours, that 
the poor shavei was quite beside himself 
with joy He was immediately fitted with a 
tawdry suit of clothes belonging to Banter, 
and by him recommended to Chatter as a 
very pret^ fellow just returned from his 
travels, Mr Billy, who acted as gentleman 
usher to a great many of the fair sex in and 
about town, undertook at once to bespeak 
Melffida in his behalf, and every thing 
happened according to my wish 

At the time appointed, I appeared dressed 
to the beat advantage , and, in the character 
of marquis, had the honour of opening the 
ball with the rich heiress, who attracted the 
eyes of the whole company by the prodigious 
number of jewels with which she was adorned 
Among others, I perceived Melinda, who 
could no more conceal her envy than aston- 
ishment at my success Her cunosi^ was 
still more flagrant and tormenting, for shi 
had never seen Miss Gnpewell before , and 
Chatter, who alone could give her any sa- 
tisfaction on that head, was engaged in con- 
versation at the other end of the room I 
observed her impatience, and exulted m her 
chagrin , and, after my partner was seated, 
took the opportunity of passing by her to make 
a slight bow without stopping , which com- 
pleted my triumph and her indignation She 
changed colour, bridled up, assumed an air 
of disdain, and flirted her fan with such a fury, 
that It went to pieces in a moment, to the 
no small entertainment of those who sat 
near and observed her 

At length the metamorphosed barber took 
her out, and acted his part with such ridicu- 
lous extravagance, that the mirth of the whole 
company was excited at his expense, and 
his partner so much ashamed, — that, before 
the country-dances began, she retired in 
great confusion, under pretence of being 
taken suddenly ill, and was followed by her 
gallant, who, no doubt, imagined her indis- 
position was nothing but love , and laid hold 
of the occasion of conductmg her home, to 
comfort her, with an assurance of his enter- 
taining a reciprocal passion They were no 
sooner gone, than an inquisitive whisper of, — 
<‘Whois he'^” ran round the room , and Chat- 
ter could give no other intelligence about 
him, than that he was a man of fortune just 
returned from bis travels 1, who alone was 
acquainted with his real quality, affected 
Ignorance, well knowing that female cun- 
osity would not rest satisfied with such 
general account, and that the discovery 
would proceed with a better grace from any 
body than me 

Meanwhile, 1 was tempted by the richness 
of the prize to practise upon Miss Gripe- 
well’s heart, but soon found it too well for- 
tified with pride and indifference to yield to 
any efforts in my own character , and I nei- 
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ther would nor could preserve tbe title I had 
borrowed longer than that night. 

As ] expected, every thing came to light 
next day. The barber, in pure simphnty of 
heart, detected himself to Melinda, and dis- 
covered the foundation of bis hopes she 
sickened at the affront, and was ashamed to 
show her &ce m public for many weeks 
after this accident Poor Chatter found it 
impossible to justify himself to her satis- 
faction , was in utter disgrace with Miss 
Gripewell, for having imposed me upon her 
as a nobleman, and sufibred veiy much m 
his character and influence among the ladies 
in general. 

Finding my finances diminished more than 
one half* and rny project as little advanced 
as on the first day of my arrival in town, 

I began to despair of success, and grew 
melancholy at the prospect of approaching 
want To dispel the horrors of this fiend, 

1 had recourse to the bottle, and kept more 
company than ever I became particularly 
attached to the playhouse, conversed with 
the actors behind the scenes, grew acquaint- 
ed with a body of templars, and in a short 
time commenced a professed wit and critic 
Indeed, I may say without vanity, that I was 
much better qualified than any one of my 
companions, who were, generally speaking, 
of all the creatures I ever conversed with, the 
most Ignorant and assuming By means of 
these avocations, I got the better of care , 
and learned to separate my ideas in such 
a manner, that, whenever 1 was attacked b} 
a gloomy reflection, I could shove it aside, 
and call in some agreeable reverie to inv 
assistance This was not the case with 
Strap, who practised a thousand shifts to 
conceal the sorrow that preyed upon his 
carcass, and reduced him to the resemblance 
of a mere skeleton 

While I thus posted m a thoughtless man- 
^ ner towards poverty, 1 one day received, by 
‘the penny-post, a letter, wntten m a wo- 
man’s hand, containing a great many high- 
flown compliments, warm protestations of 
love, couched in a very poetical style, an 
earnest desire of knowing whether or not 
my heart was enga^d, by leaving an answer 
«it a certain place, directed to R B , and the 
whole subscribed— “ Your incognita ” I w as 
transported v^ithjoy on reading the contents 
of this billet-doux, which I admired as a mas- 
terpiece of tenderness and elegance, and 
jv'as already up to the ears in love with the 
Author, whom my imagination represented 
os a lady of fortune in the bloom of youth 
and beauty Elevated with this conjecture, 

I went to work, and exhausted my invention 
in composing an answer suitable to the sub- 
limity of her style, and the ardour of her 
sentiments I expressed my admiration of 
her Wit in terms the most hyperbolical , and 
while I acknowledged myself unworthy of 
her regard, declared myself enamoured of 
68 * 
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I her understanding, and, in the most pathetic 
I manner, implored the honour of an interview. 
Having finished this performance, and com- 
municated it to Strap, — who skipped about for 
joy,— I despatched him with it to thq place a)>- 
pomted, which was the house of a milliner 
not far from Bond-street, and desired him to 
keep watch near the door for some time, 
that he might discover the person who should 
call font In less than an hour he returned 
with a joyful countenance, and told me, that, 
soon after he hod delivered the letter, a 
chairman was called, to whom it was given, 
with directions to carry it to the house of a 
rich gentleman in the neighbourhood, whither 
he (Strap) followed him, and saw it put into 
the hands of a waiting-woman, who paid 
the messenger and shut the door that upon 
an inquiry at an alehouse hard by, where he 
called for a pint of beer, he understood the 
gentleman to whom the house belonged had 
an only daughter, very handsome, who would 
inherit his whole estate, and who certainly 
was the author of the billet I had received 
I was of the same opinion , and hugging my- 
self in the happy prospect, dressed immedi- 
ately, and passed in great state by the house 
that contained iny unknown admirer Nor 
was my vanity disappointed for I perceived 
a beautiful young creature standing at one 
of the windows of the dining-room, who, 

I imagined, observed me with more than 
common curiosity That I might indulge 
her view, and at the same time feast my 
own, I afiected to stop, and gave orders to 
Strap, in the street, just opposite to her sta- 
tion by v\ Inch means 1 had an opportunity 
of seeing her more distinctly, and of congra- 
tulating myself on having made a conquest 
of so much perleption In a few minutes 
she retired, and I betook myself to the ordi- 
nary, in a rapture of hope, — wluch deprived 
me of appetite for that meal, and sent me 
home m the ev enmg to indulge iny contem- 
plation 

Earl} next day I was favoured with an- 
other epistle from my unknown charmer, — 
,signif}ing her unutterable joy at the receipt 
of mine, which, while it made a tender of 
mv hftirt, convinced her of the v alue of it 
Above all things, she professed extreme 
pleasure in finding me so much attached to 
her understanding, a circumstance that not 
only flattered her in the most sensible part, 
but at the same time aigued my own sagacity 
As for the mterview j desired, she assured 
me, that I could not be more eager for such 
an occasion than she . but she must not only 
sacrifice a little more to decorum, but be 
satisfied of my honourable intentions, before 
she would grant that request meanwhile, 
she gave me to understand, that although 
she might owe some deference to the opinion 
of pertain persons, she was resolved, in an 
affair that so nearly concerned her happi- 
ness, to consult her own inclination, prefer- 
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ably to the advice of the whole world . eepe. 
cially she was urged toeuqh condescension 
by no consideration of fortune, — ^what she 
depended upon being her own without re- 
striction or controul Struck with admmu 
tion at tiiC philosophy and self-denial of my 
inistTPBs, who seemed msensdile of the beauty 
she possessed, and, in particular, ravished 
with that piece of intellig^ce, by which 1 
learned her fortune was independent, 1 resu- 
med the pen, launched out into encomiums 
on the digniW of her sentiments, affected to 
undervalue uie charms of external beauty, 
rotended to ground my passion on the qua- 
ties of her mind, complained of hern^ur 
in eacnfioing my lepose to an over-scrupu- 
lous regard to decorum, and declared the pu- 
rity of my designs in the most solemn and 
pathetic vows This perfiirmance being 
sealed and directed, was sent to the place 
appointed, by Strap, who, that we might be 
still the more confirmed in our belief, re- 
newed his watch, and in a little time brought 
back the same information as before, — with 
tins addition, that Miss Sparkle (the name 
of my correspondent) looking out at the win- 
dow, no sooner saw the messenger arrive, 
than she shut the casement in a sort of beau- 
tiful confusion, and disappeared, eager, no 
doubt, to hear from the dear object of her love 
My doubts now vanished, the long-ex- 
pected port appeared, and 1 looked upon 
myself as perfectly secure of that happiness 
I had been in quest of so long After dinner 
I sauntered, m company wiUi Dr Wagtail, 
to that part of the town in which iny inam- 
orata lived , and as he was a mere register, 
inquired of him into tiie name, character, 
and fortune of every body who possessed a 
good house in the streets through which we 
passed when it came to his turn to mention 
Sir John Sparkle, he represented him as a 
man of an immense estate, and narrow dis- 
position, who mewed up his only child, a 
fine young lady, from the conversation of 
mankind, under the strict watch and in- 
spection of an old governantc, who was 
either so iiouest, envious, or insatiable, that 
nobody had been, as yet, able to make her a 
friend or get access to her charge, tl^ugh 
numbers attempted it every day , not so 
much on iccoimt of her expectations from 
her father, uho, being a widower, might 
marry again and have sons, as for a fortune 
of twelve thousand pounds left her by an 
uncle, of which she could not be deprived. 
This piece of news exactly tallying with the 
last part of the letter I had been honoured 
with in the morning, had such an effect on 
me, that any man, cxcqit Wagtail, might have 
observed mj emotion , but hiS attention was 
too much engrossed by the contemplation of 
hie own importance, to suffer him to be 
affected with the deponment of any other 
body, unless it happened to be so particidar 
that he could not help tolving notice of it 


When I had disengaged myself fVom him, 
whose conversation grew insipid to me, 1 
went home and mode Strap acimamted with 
the fruit of rny researches This faithfhl 
squire was almost choked with transports, 
and e\en wept with joy , — ^but whether on 
account of himself or me, I shall not pretend 
to determine Next day a third billet-doux 
was brought to me, containing many ex- 
pressions of tenderness, mingled with some 
doul^ about the artifice of man, the incon- 
stancy of youth, and the jealousy often at- 
tending the most sincere passion , withal 
desiring I would excuse her, if she should 
try me a little longer, before she declared 
herself beyond the power of retracting 
These interesting scruples added fuel to my 
Same, and impatience to mj hope 1 re- 
doubled my complaints of her indifference, 
and pressed her to an assignation w ith such 
fervid entreaties, that, in a few days, she con- 
sented to meet me at the house of that 
milliner who had forv/arded all my letters 
During the interval between the date of her 
promise and the hour of appointment, 
pride soured beyond all reason and descrip- 
tion , I lost all remembrance of tlie gentk 
Narcissa, and my thoughts were wholly em- 
ployed in planning triumphs over the malice 
and contempt of the world 

At length the happy horn armed I flew 
to the place of rendezvous, and was con- 
ducted into an apartment, where I had not 
waited ten minutes, when I heard the rust- 
ling of silk and the sound of feet ascending 
the stairs my heart took the alarm and beat 
quick, my cheeks glowed, my nerves thrilled, 
and my knees shook with ecstasy I per- 
ceived the door opening, saw a gold brocade 
petticoat advance, and sprung forward to 
embrace my charmer Heaven and earth • 
how shall I paint my situation, when I found 
Miss Sparkle converted into a wrinkled hag 
turned of seventy ’ I was struck dumb witli 
amazement, and petrified with horror Th s • 
ancient Urganda perceived my disorder, and 
approaching with a languishing air, seized 
my hand, asking, in a squeaking tone, if 1 
was indisposed Her monstrous affectation 
completed the disgust I had conceived for 
her at first appearance , and it was a long 
time before I could command myself so much 
as to behave with common civility at 
length, however, 1 recollected myself, and 
pronounced an apology for my behaviour, 
which, I said, proceedTed ftom a dizziness 
that seized me all of a sudden My hoary 
Dulcmea, who, no doubt, had been alarmed 
at my confusion, no sooner learned the cause 
to which I now ascribed it, than she disco- 
vered her joy in a thousand amorous coquet- 
ries, and assumed the spngbtly airs of a gir’ 
of sixteen One while she ogled me with her 
dim eyes quenched in rheum , then, as if she 
was ashamed of that freedom, she affected 
to look down, blush, and play with her fan , 
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th!in toss her head, that 1 might not perceive 
a palsy that shook it, ask some childish ques- 
tions with a lisping: accent, giffgle and gnn 
with her mouth shut, to conceal the ravages 
of time upon her teeth, leer upon me again, 
sigh piteously, fling herself about m herj 
chair to show her agility, and act a great | 
many more absurdities that youth and beauty 
can alone excuse Shocked as I was at my 
disappointment, my disposition was incapa- 
ble of affronting any person who loved fpe , 

1 therefore endeavoured to put a good face 
on the matter for the present, resolving to 
drop the whole affair as soon as 1 should 
get clear of her company with this view 1 
uttered some civd things, and, in particular, 
desired to know the name of the lady who ! 
had honoured me so much She to/d me 
her name was Withers , that she lived with 
Sir John Sparkle m qudity of governess to 
his only daughter, in which situation she had 
)>ickod up a comfortable sufficiency to make 
iier easy for life , that she had the pleasure 
of seeing me at church, where my appearance 
and deportment made such an impression upon 
her heart, that she could enjoy no ease till she 
had inquired into my character, which she 
found so amiable in all respects, that she 
Yielded to the violence of her inclination, and 
ventured to declare her passion, with too little 
regard, perhaps, to the decorum of her sox 
but she hoped 1 would forgive a trespass, of 
which I myself was, in some measure, the 
cause , and impute her intrusion to the irre- 
sistible di<’tatC8 of love No decayed jake 
ever swallow cd a bolus w itli more reluctance 
than I felt in making a reply suitable to this 
compliment, when, instead of the jewel, I 
found the crazy casket only in my power , 
and yet my hopes began to revive a little 
when I considered that, by carrying on the 
appearance of an intrigue with the duenna, 

I might possibly obtain access^to her charge 
Encouraged by this suggestion, m> tem- 
per grew more serene, my rc^sorve wore off, 

I talked en cavalier , and e\en made love to 
this antiquated coquette, who seemed ex- 
tremely happy in her adorer, and spread all 
her allurements to make her imagined con- I 
quest more secure The good woman of the 
house treated us with tea and sweetmeats, 
and afterwards withdrew, like a civil expe- 
rienced matron as she was Left thus to 
our mutual endearments, Miss Withers (for 
she was still a maiden) began to talk of matri- 
mony, and expressed so much impatience 
«in all her behaviour, that had she been fifty 
years younger, I might possibly have grati- 
fied her longing without havii^ recourse 
to the church but this step my virtue as 
well as interest forbade When tlio inclina- 
tions of an old maid settle upon a young fel- 
low, he 18 persecuted with her addresses, 
but should he once grant her the fa\our, he 
will ne\er be able to disentangle himself 
from her importunities and reproaches It 


was my business to defer the ceremony as 
long as possible, under the most specious 
pretences, with a view of becoming acquaint- 
ed with Miss Sparkle m the mean time , and 
1 did not despair of success, when I considered 
that, in the course of our correspondence, I 
should m all probability be invited to visit rny 
imstresB in her own apartment, and by these 
means have an opportunity of conversing 
With her charming ward Pleased with this 
prospect, my heart dilated with joy, I talked 
m raptures to the stale governante, and 
kisseo her sbnveUed hand with great devo- 
tion , she was so miich transported with her 
good fortune, that she could not contain her 
ecstasy, but flew upon me like a ti^&s, and 
pressed her skinny lips to mine, when (as it 
was no doubt concerted by her evil genius) a 
dose of garlic she had swallowed that morn- 
ing, to dispel wmd I suppose, began to 
operate with such a sudden explosion, that 
human nature, circumstanced as 1 wus, 
could not endure the shock with any degree 
of temper I lost all patience and reflection, 
flung aw^ay from her m an instant, snatched 
my hat and cane, and ran down stairs as if 
the devil had me m pursuit, and could scarce 
restrain the comulsion of my bowels, which 
were grie\ ously offended bv the perfume that 
assaulted me Strap, who waited my return 
with impatience, seeMiig me arrive in the 
utmost disorder, stood molionlcs'^ with ap- 
prehension, and durst not inquire into the 
cause 

After I had w allied my mouth more thai 
once, and recruited my spirits with a glabs 
of wine, I recounted to him every particular 
of w^Jiat had happened, to which he made lu* 
other reply for some time, than lifting up he 
eyes, clasping his hands, and uttering 
hollow groan At length he observed, in a 
melancholv tone, that it was a thousand 
pities rnv organs were so delicate as to be 
offended with the smell of garlic — “Ali^ 
God help ub,” said he, “ ’tis not the steams of 
garlic, no, nor of something else, that would 
giv e me the least uneasiness — see what it is 
to be a cobbler’s son ” 1 replied hastily, — 
“ 1 wish then you would go and retrieve mv 
miscyriago ” At this suggestion he started, 
forcoQ a smile* and left the room, shaking his 
head Whether the old gentlewoman re- 
sented my abrupt departure so much that her 
love changed into disdain, or was ashamed 
to see me on account of her infirmity, I know 
not, but I was never troubled again w^ith her 
passion 


CHAPTER LI 

I cultivate an acquaintance with two 
nohlemen-^m introduced to Eai I Strut- 
well'—kts kind promises and invitation — 
the behaviour of his porter and lacquey — 
he receives me with an appearance of 
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unoonmtm qfecHon^^ndertak^ tn npedk »f the hand, and a whiaper, signifying that 
m my behalf to , the rmmeter — h^rms be winte4 an hour’s conversation with 
me of htsi suoc 0 B$t ond mthes me joy — me in private, when he should be disengaged, 
tntrodutes a eanvereatutn , about Petro^ and fir that purpose desired me to come and 
mua Arbtter~~falh tn love with uiy watch, drink a dish of chocolate with him to morrow 
whtLhlpreeeuponktn^Imakeapreeent morning This invitation, which did not a 
of a dtanKmd rmg to jLord Straddle^ little flatter my vanity and expectation, I 
impart my good fortme to Strap and took care to observe, and went to his lord- 
Banter, who dieabusee mo, to my utter ship’s house at the time appomted. Having 
tnorttficatiort* rapped at the gate, the porter unbolted and 

keptsit half open, placing himself in the gap, 
BanTLax) hitherto in my matntnonial schemes, like soldiers in a breach, to dispute my 
I began to qcestion my talents for the science passage I asked if his lord was stirring 
of fortune bunting, and to bend my thoughts He answered with a surly aspect, — ** No ” 
towards some employment under the govern- ‘'At what hour docs he commonly riso''” 
ment , with the view of procuring which, I said I “ Sometimes sooner, sometimes 
cultivated the acquaintance of Lord Straddle latei,” said he, closinff the door upon me by 
and Swillpot, whose fathers were men of degrees I then told him, 1 was come by his 
interest at court I found these young lordship’s own appointment , to which inti- 
noblemen as open to my advances as I could mation this Cerberus replied, — “ I have 
desire , I accompanied them in their midnight received no orders about the matter and 
rambles, and often dined with them at was upon the point of shutting me out, when 
taverns, where I had the honour of paying the I recollected myself all of a sudden, and 
reckoning slipping a crown into his hands, begged, as a 

I one day took the opportunity, while 1 favour, that he would inquire, and let me 
was loaded with protestations of friendship, know whether or not the earl was up The 
to disclose iny desire of being settled m gnm janitor relented at the touch of my 
some sinecure, and to solicit their influence money, which he took with all the indiflcrencc 
in my behalf Swillpot, squeezing my hand, of a tax-gatherer, and showed me into a 
said I might depend upon his service by parlour, where, he said, I might arnusi^ 
G — Tlie other swore that no man would myself till such time as his lord should bo 
be more proud than he to run my errands awake 1 had not sat ten minutes in tins 
Encouraged by these declarations, I ventured place when a footman entered, and, witliout 
to express an inclination to be introduced to speaking, stared at me I interpreted this 
their fathers, who were able to do my piece of his behavfour into, — “Pray, sir, 
business at once Swillpot frankly owned what is your busmesb and asked tlie same 
he had not spoke to his father these three question I had put to the porter, when 1 

years , and Straddle as'sured me his father accosted him hrst The lacquey made the 

having lately disobliged the minister by same reply, and disappeared before 1 could 
subscnbmg bis name to a protest in the gel any farther intelligence In a little time 
house of peers, was thereby rendered incapa- he returned, on pretence of poking the fire, 
ble of serving his friends at present , but he and looked at me again with great earnest- 
undertook to make me acipiainted with Earl ness , upon which I began to perceive his 
Strutwell, who was hand and glove with a meaning, and, tipping him with half-a-crown, 
certain person who ruled the roast This desired he would be so good as to fall upon 
offer 1 embraced with many acknowledge- some method of letting the carl know that I 
ments, and plied him so closely, in spite of was in tlic house He made a low bow, 

a thousand evasions, that he found himself said, — “Yes, sir,” and vanished This 

under a necebsity of keeping his word, and bounty was not thrown away, for, in an 
actually carried me to the levee of this great instant, he came back, and conducted me to 
man, where be left me in a crowd of fellow- a chamber, where I was received with great 
dependents, and was ushered to a particular kindness and familiarity by his lordship, 
closet aiulipure, from whence in a few whom I found just nsen, m his morning 
minutes he returned with his lordship, who gown and slippers After breakfast he 
took me bv the hand, assured me he would entered into a particular conversation with 
tne all the service he could, and desired me about my travels, the remarks I had 
to see me often I was charmed with my made abroad, and examined me t;o the full c 
reception , and although I had heard that a extent of my understanding. My answers 
courtier’s promise is not to be depended seemed to please him veiy much, he 
upon, I thought I discovered so much sweet- frequently squeezed my hand, and looking 
ness temper and candour in this carles at me with a singular complacency in his 
eonnteiuiiice, that I did not doubt of finding countenance, bade me depend upon his good 
my account in his protection I resolveC ofiices with the minister in my behalf — 
therefore^ to profit by this pernusBion, and “ Young men of yourqualifications,” said he, 
waited on him next audience day, when I “ ought to be cherished by every administra- 
was favoured with a particular smile, squeeze tion For my own p&rt» I see so little merit 
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in the world, that 1 have laid it down as a 
maxim, to encourage the least appearance 
of genius and virtue to the utmost of my 
powet-^you have a great deal of both , and 
will not fail of making a figure one day, if I 
am not mistaken , but you must lay your 
account of mounting by gradual steps to the 
summit of your fortune Rome was not 
built in a df^ As Vou understand the 
languages perfectly well, how would you like 
to cross the sea as secretary to an embassy 
I assured his lordship, with great eageriftss, 
that nothing could be more agreeable to my 
inclination upon which he bade me make 
myself easy, my business was done, for he 
had a place of that kind in his view This 
piece of generosity affected me so much, 
that 1 was unable for some time to express 
my gratitude, which at length broke out in 
acknowledgements of my own unworthiness, 
and encomiums on his benevolence I could 
not even help shedding tears at the goodness 
of this noble lord, who no sooner perceived 
them than he caught me in hia arms, and 
hugged and kissed me with a seemingly 
paternal affection Confounded at this un- 
common instance of fondness for a stranger, 
1 remained a few momeiits silent and a^ia- 
mod, then rose and took my leave, after he 
had assured me that he would speak to the 
minister in my favour that very day , and 
desired that I would not for the future give 
in j self the trouble of attending at his levee, 
but come at the same hour every day when 
he should be at leisure, that is, three times 
a -week 

Thougli my hopes w'orc now very sanguine, 
I determined to conceal my prospect from 
every bod>, even from Strap, until I should 
be more certain of success , and, m the moan 
time, give my patron no respite from my 
solicitations When I renewed my visit, J 
found tlie street door open to me, as if by 
enchantment, but, in niy passage towards 
the presence room, I was met by the valct- 
dc-chduibre, who cast some funous looks at 
me, the meaning of which I could not com- 
prehend The earl saluted me at entrance 
with a tender embrace, and wished me joy of 
his success with the premier, who, he said, 
had preferred his recommendation to that of 
two other noblemen very urgent m behalf of 
their rcvspective fneiids, and absolutely prom- 
ised that I should go to a certain foreign 
court, in quality of secretary to an ambassador 
and plenipotentiary, who was to set out in a 
few weeks, on an affair of vast importance to 
"•the nation I was thunderstruck with my 
good fortune, and could make no other reply, 
than kneel, and attempt to Kiss my benefac- 
tor’s hand , which submission he would not 
permit, but, raising me up, pressed me to his 
breast with surprising emotion, and told me 
he had now taken upon himself the care of 
making my fortune What enhanced the 
value of the benefit still the more, was his 
4 N* * 


making light of the favour, and shifting the 
conversation te another subject among other 
topics of discourse, that of the belies lettres 
was iDtrodueed, upon which hm lordship held 
forth with great taste and erudition, and dis- 
covered an intimate knowledge of the authors 
of antiquity — “ Here’s a book,” said he, 
taking one from his bosom, ** written wnth 
great elegance and spint, and though the 
subject may give offence to some narrow* 
minded people, the author will always be held 
in esteem by every person of wit and Icani- 
mg ” So saymg, he put into my hand Pe- 
tromus Arbiter^ and asked my opinion of 
his wit and manner 1 told him, that, in my 
opinion, he wrote with great ease and viva- 
city, but was withal so lewd and indecent, 
tliat he ought to find no quarter or protection 
among people of morals or taste “ I own,” 
rephed the earl, *Uhat his taste in love is 
generally decned, and indeed condemned by 
our laws , but perhaps that may be more 
owing to prejudice and misapprehension, 
than true reason and deliberation The best 
man among the ancients is said to have en- 
tertained that pai>sion , one of the wisest of 
their legislators has permitted the indulgence 
of It in his cominonivoalth , the most cele- 
brated poets have not scrupled to avow it , 
at this daj it prevails not only o\er all the 
east, but in most parts of Euro]^ , in our own 
country it gams ground apace, and m all 
probability will become in a short time a 
more fashionable vice than simple fornica- 
tion Indeed, there is something to be said 
xn vindication of it , for, notwithstanding the 
seventy of the law against offenders in this 
way, It must bo confessed that the practice 
of this passion is unattended a ith that curtse 
and burden upon society, which proceeds 
from a race ol miserable and deserted bas- 
tards, who are cither murdered by their 
parents, deserted to the utmost want and 
wretchedness, or bred up to prey upon the 
commonwealth and it likewise prevents the 
debauchery of many a young maiden, and the 
prostitution of honest meirs wives , not to 
mention the consideration of health, which 
IS much less liable to be impaired in the 
gratification of this appetite, than in the ex- 
ercise of common venery, which, by ruining 
the constitutions of our young men, has pro- 
duced a puny progeny, that degenerates 
from generation to generation naj , I have 
been told, that there is another motive, per- 
haps more powerful than all these, that in- 
duces people to cultivate this inclination, 
namely the exquisite pleasure attending its 
success ” 

Prom this discourse, I began to be appre- 
hensive that his lordship, finding I had trav- 
elled, was afraid I might have been infected 
viith this spurious and sordid desire abroad, 
and took this method of sounding iny senti- 
ments on the sub]ect Fired at this supposed 
suspicion, I argued against it with great 
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warmtli, as an appetite unnatural, absurd, 
and of pernicious consequence , and dccbtred 
my i;iUer detestation and abhorrence of it m 
these lines of the satirist 

Eternal iit&my the wretch eonfound, 

Who planted first that vice on British ground ! 
A vice that, 'spite of sense and nature, reigns. 
And poisons geiuid I’ore, and manhood stains 

The earl smiled at roy indignation, told 
me he was glad to 5nd my opinion of the 
matter so oonformahle to his own, and that 
what he had advanced was only to provoke 
me to an answery with which ^ he professed 
himself perfectly well pleased ' 

After I had enjoyed a long audience, I 
happened to look at my watch, m order to 
regulate my motions by it , and his lordship 
oteerving the chased case, desired to see the 
device, and examine the execution, which he 
approved with some expressions of admira- 
tion Considering the obligations I lay under 
to his lordship, h thought there could not be 
a fitter opportumty than the present to mani- 
fest in some shape my gratitude , I therefore 
begged he would do me the honour to accept 
of the watch, as a small testimony of the 
sense I had of his lordship's generosity , but 
he refused it in a peremptory manner, and 
said he was sorry 1 should entertain such a 
mercenary opinion of him , observing, at the 
same time, that it ^as the most beautiful 
piece of workmanship he had ever seen, and 
desiring to know where he could have such 
another I begged a thousand pardons for 
the freedom I had taken, which I hoped he 
would impute to nothing else but the highest 
veneration for his person , told him, that, as 
It came to my hand by accident in France, I 
could give him no information about the 
maker, for there was no name on the inside^ 
and once more humbly entreated that he 
would indulge me so far as to use it for iny 
sake* He was still positive in refusing it , 
but was pleased to thank me for my generous 
offer, saying, it was a present tliat no noble- 
man need be ashamed of reccMVing , though 
he was n^solvod to show his disinterestedness 
with regard to me, for whom he had con- 
ceived a particular friendship , and insisted 
(if I was willing to part with the watch) Qpon 
knowing what it had cost, that he might at 
least indemnify me, by refunding the money 
On the other hand, I assured nis lordship, 
that 1 should look upon it as an uncommon 
matk of distinction, if he would take it with- 
out further question , and, rather than disob- 
lige me, be was at last persuaded to put it 
in bis pocket, to iny no small satisfaction, 
who took my leave immediately, after having 
received a kind squeeze, and an injunction 
to dqpeod upon his promise 

Buoyed up with tins reception, my heart 
opened ; I gave away a guinea among the 
lackeys who escorted me to the door, flew 
to the lodgiiigs of Lord Straddle, upon whom 
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I forced my diamond ring, as an acknowledge- 
ment for tJie groat service he had done me, 
and from thence hied me home, with an intent 
of sharing my happiness with honest Strap 
1 determined, however, to heighten his pleas, 
ure, by depressing his spirits at first, and 
then bringing in the good news with double 
relish For this purpose, I afibeted the 
appearance of disappointment and chagrin, 
and toM him, m an abrupt manner, that 1 had 
lost my watch and diamond Poor Hugh, 
whiPhad been already harassed mto a con- 
sumption by intelligence of this sort, no 
sooner heard these words, than, unable to 
contain himself, he cried with distraction m 
his looks, — “ God in hea /en forbid I could 
cariy on tlie farce no longer, but, laughing in 
his face, told him every thing that had passed, 
as above recited His features were imme- 
diately unbended, and the transition was so 
affecting, that he wept for joy, called my 
Lord Strutwcll by the appellations of Jewel, 
Phoenix, Rara avis, and praised God that 
there was still some urtue left among our 
nobility Our mutual congratulations being 
over, we gave way to our imagination, and 
anticipated our happiness by prosecuting our 
success through the different steps of pro- 
motion, till I arrived at the rank of a prime 
minister, and he to that of my first sei retary 
Intoxicated with these ideas, I went to 
the ordinary, where, meeting with Banter, I 
communicated the whole affair in confidence 
to him, concluding with an assurance that 1 
would do him all the service in my power 
He heard me to an end with great patience, 
then regarding me a good while with a look 
of disdain, pronoinir’ed,— So, your business 
IS done, you think “ As good as done, I 
believe,” said I ” 1*11 tell you,” replied he, 
“what will do it still more effectually — a 
halter — 'sdeath ' if I had been such a gull to 
two such scoundrels as Strutw’ell and Strad- 
dle, I would without any more ado tuck 
myself up ** Shocked at this exclamation, 

I desired him, with some confusion, to explain 
himself, upon which he gave me to under- 
stand, that Straddle was a poor contemptible 
wretch, who lived by borrowing, and pimping 
for his fellow peers , that, in consequence of 
this last rapacity, he had doubtless introduced 
me to Strutwell, who was so notorious for a 
non for liis own sex, that he was amazed 
character had never reached my ears, 
and that, fiir from being able to obtain for me 
the post he bad promised, his interest at 
court was so low, that he could scarce pro- 
vide for a superannuated footman once a year 
in the customs or excise — ^tbat it was a 
common thing for him to amuse strangers, 
whom his lackals ran down, with such assu- 
rances ana caresses as he had bestowed on 
me, until fie bad stripped them of their cash 
and every thing Valuable about them — very 
often of their chastity, and then leave them 
a prey to want and mtkroy , — ^that hq allowed 
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hifi^ servants no other wages than that part honour of presenting to you is loosened a 
of the spoil which they could glean by their little in the socket and there is a young fellow 
industry , and the whole of hi^ conduct to- just arrived from Pans, who is reckoned the 
wards me was eo ^aringy that nobody who best jeweller in Europe , 1 knew him in 
knew any thing of mankind could have been France, and, if your lordship will give me 
imposed upon by hts insinuations leave, will carry the ring to him to 1^ set to 

I leave the reader to judg^ how I relished nghts His lordship was not to be cai^ht 
this piece of information, which precipitated in this snare , he thanked me for my o&*r, 
me from the most exalted pmnacle of hope and told me, that, having himself observed 
to the lowest ai^ss of despondence , and the defect, he had already sent it to his own 
well nigh determined me to take Banter’s jeweller to be mended And, indeed, by this 
advice, and finish my chagrin with a baker time, I believe it was in the jeweller’s hands, 

1 had no room to suspect the veracity of my thougli not in order to be mended, for it stood 
friend, because, upon recollection, I found m need qf no alteration 
every circumstaince of Strutwell’s behaviour Baulked m this piece of politics, 1 cursed 
exactly tallying with the character he had my simphcity, but resolved to play a surer 
described llis hugs, embraces, squeezes, game with the earl, which 1 thus devised, 
and eager looks, were now no longer a mys- 1 did not doubt of being admitted into fami- 
tery, no more than hts defence of Petronius, liar conversation with linn as before, and 
and the jealous frown of his valet-de-cbambre, hoped, by some means, to get the watch into 
who, it seems, had been the favounte pathic my hand , and then, on pretence of winding 
of his lord or playing with it, drop it on the floor, when 

m all probability the fail would disorder the 
works so as to stop its motion Tins event 
CHAPTER LIL would furnish me with an opportunity ot in- 

sisting upon carrying it away m order to bo 
/ attempt to recover my watch and jewels repaired, and then I should have been m no 
but to no purpohe^rewUe to revenge hurry to bring it back What pity it was I 
myself on Strutwell by my importunity — could not find an occasion of putting this 
am reduced to my last guinea — obliged line scheme in execution ’ When I went to 
to inform Strap of my necessity, who is renew my visit to hl^ lordship, iny access to 
almost distracted with the news — but, the parlour was as free as ever , but after I 
nevertheless, obliged to pawn my best had waited some time, the vdlet-de-chambrc 
sword far present subsistence — that small came in with his lordship’s comphments, 
supply being exhausted, I am almost and a desire to see me to-raoriow at his 
stupijied with my mifartunes — go to the levee, he being at present so miu h mdis- 
gaming table by the advice of Banter, posed, that he could not sec company 1 
and come off with unexpected suc( ess — interpreted this mebsage into a bad omen, 
Strap's ecstasy — J\drs Oawky waits upon and came away muttering cursf s against his 
me, professes remorse far her perfidy, lordship’s pohtenobb, and ready to go to log- 
and implores my assistance — I do myself gerheads with myself for being so egregiously 
a piece of justice by her means, and after- duped But that 1 might have some satis- 
wards reconcile her to her father fiictioii for the loss I had sustained, I be- 

sieged liira closel> at his levee, and persc- 
l WAS so confounded, that 1 could make no < uted him with my solicitations , not without 
reply to Banter, who reproached me with hunt hop»b, indeed, of reaping something 
great indignation for having thrown away more from my industry than the bare plea- 
upon rascals tliat which, had it been converted sure of making him uneasy , though I coult’ 
into ready money, would have supported the never obtain anot^ier private hearing during 
rank of a gentleman for some montlis, and the whole course of rny attendance neithei 
( nabled me at the same tune to oblige my had Igcsolutaon enough to undeceive Strap, 
friends Stupified as I was, I could easily whose looks in a litUe time were so whet- 
divme the source of his concern, but sneaked ted with impatience, that, whenever I came 
away in a solitary manner, without yielding home, his eyes devoured me, as it were, with 
tlie least answer to his expostulations , and eagerness of attention At length, however, 
began to deliberate with myself in what finding myself reduced to my lost guinea, 
manner I should attempt to retneve the 1 was compelled to disclose my necessity, 
movables I had so foolishly lost I should though I endeavoured to sweeten the disco- 
have thought it no robbery to take them again very "by rehearsing to him the daily aseu- 
by force, could I have done it without any ranees 1 received from my patron But 
danger of being detected , but as I could have these promises were not of efficacy sufficient 
no such opportunity, I resolved to work by to support the spirits of my friend, who no 
finesse, and go immediately to the lodgings sooner understood the lowness of ny finan- 
of Straddle, where 1 was so fortmmte as to ces, than, uttering a dreadful groan, he ex- 
find huu “My lord,” said I, “1 have just claimed, — “In tlie name of God, what shall 
now r. ollected, th**! the d amond T had the we do In order to comfort him, I said, 
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that many of my acquaintanc^t who were in 
a worse condition than We, supported, not- 
wijLhstandmg, the character of ^ntlemen, 
and advising him to thonh God ^at we had 
as yet incurred no debt, proposed he should 
pawn my sword of steel inlaid with gold, and 
trust to my discretion for the rest l^is 
expedient was wormwood and gall to poor 
Strap, who, in spite of his invmciUe affec- 
tion for me, still retained notions of economy 
and expense suitable to the narrowness of 
hiB education, nevertheless, he complied 
with my reque^, and raised seven pieces on 
the sword in a twinkling This supply, in- 
considerable as It was, made me *as happy 
for tlie present, as if 1 had kept five hundred 
pounds m bank , for by this time 1 was so 
well skilled in procrastinating every trouble- 
some rejection, that the prospect of want 
seldom affected me \ery much, let it be never 
so near And now, indeed, it was nearer 
than 1 imagined my landlord having occa- 
sion for money, put me in mind of my being 
indebted to him live guineas in lodging, and 
telling me he had a sum to make up, lagged 
1 would excuse his importunity, and dis- 
charge the debt Though I could ill spare 
ho much cash, my pride took the resolution 
of disbursing it This 1 did in a cavalier 
manner, after he had written a discharge, 
telling him, with an air of scom and resent, 
mciit, 1 saw he was resolved that 1 should 
not be long in his books , while Strap, who 
stood by, and knew my circumstances, wrung 
his hands in secret, gnawed his ncther-lip, 
and turned yellow with despair Whatever 
appearance of indifference my vanity enabled 
me to put on, 1 was thunderstruck with this 
demand, which I had no sooner satished, 
than 1 hastened into company, with a view 
of beguiling my cares with conversation, or 
of drowning them with wine 
After dinner, a party was accordingly made 
in tlie coflechouse, from whence we adiourn- 
ed to the tavern, where, instead of sharing 
the mirth of the company, I was as much 
chagrined at their good humour as a damned 
soul in hell would be at a glimpse of heaven 
in vain did I swallow bumper after bumper, 
the wine had lost its effect upon me, and, 
fiir from raising my dejected spirit^ could 
not even lay me asleep Banter, vimo was 
the onI\ intimate I had (Strap excepted), 
perceived iny anxiety, and, when we broke 
up, reproached mo with pusillanimity, for 
being cast down at any disappointraent that 
fetich a ia‘‘Cal a‘> Strutwell could be the orca 
won of I told him I did not at all see how 
.'Stnitwoirs being a rascal alleviated my mis- 
fortune, and gave him to understand that 
my present grief did not so much proceed 
frPm that dibappointment, as from the low 
ebb my fortune, which was sunk to some- 
thing jess than two guineas At this dacla- 
xattOD, he cried,— “Pshaw* is that olP” 
and assured me there were a thousand ways 


of living in town without a fortune, he him 
self having subsisted many years entirely by 
his wit I expressed an eager desire of be- 
ing acquainted with some of these methods , 
and he, without further expostulation, bade 
me follow him He conducted me to a 
house under the piazzas in Covent Garden, 
which we entered, and having delivered our 
swords to a gnm fellow, who demanded 
them at the foot of the staircase, as- 
cended to the second story, where I saw 
mij^titudes of people standing round two 
gaming tables, loaded in a manner with gold 
and silver My conductor told me tins was 
the house of a worthy Scotch Lord, who, 
using the privilege of his peerage, had set 
up public gaming tables, from the profitfe of 
which he mrew a comfortable livelihood He 
then explained the difference between the 
sitters and the betters, characterised the 
first as old hooks, and the last ab bubbles , 
and advised me to try my fortune at the sil- 
ver table, by betting a crown at a time 
Before 1 would venture any thing, 1 consi- 
ftered the company more particularly and 
there appeared such a group of villainous 
faces, that 1 was struck with horror and as- 
tonishment at the sight I signified my sur- 
prise to Banter, who whispered m my ear, 
that the bulk of those present were sharpers, 
highwaymen, and apprentices, who having 
embezued their masters* cash, made a des- 
perate push m this place to make up their 
deficiencies This account did not encou- 
rage me to hazard any part of my small pit- 
tance, but at length, being teazed by the 
importunities of my friend, who assured me 
there was no danger of being ill used, be- 
cause people were hired by the owner to tee 
justice done to every body, I began by risk- 
ing one shilling, and in less than an hour my 
winning amounted to thirty Convinced by 
this time ot the fairness of the game, and 
animated with success, there was no need 
of further persuasion to continue the play 
I lent Banter (who seldom had any money 
in his pocket) a guinea, which he carried to 
the gold table, and lost m a moment II 
would have borrowed another, but, tindnig 
me deaf to his arguments, went away in a 
pet Meanwhile, ni) gam advanced to Si\ 
pieces, and my desire of more increased in 
proportion , so that 1 moved to the higher 
table, where I laid half a guinea on every 
throw , and fortune still favouring me, I be- 
came a sitter, in which h apacitvl remained 
until It was broad day, when I found myself, 
after many vicissitudes, one hundred ard 
fifty guineas m pocket 
Thinking it now high time to retire witl\ 
my booty,! asked if any body would take 
my place, and made a motion to rise upon 
winch an old Gascon, who sat opposite to 
me, and^f whom 1 had won a little money , 
started up with fury m his look*?, crying, — 
Restez^ ftmtre, rests, il faut donner moi 



157 


ADVENTURES OP RODERICK RANDOM 


mm ravanchto At the eame time, a Jew 
who sat near the other, insinuated that T was 
more beholden to art than fortune for what 
I had got , that he had observed me wipe the 
table very often, and that some of the divi- 
sions seemed to be greimy This mtiQiation 
produced a great do3 of clamour against me, 
especidly among the losers. Who threatened, 
with many oaths and imprecations, to take 
me up by a warrant as a sharper, unless I 
would compromise the affair by refunding 
the greatest part of my winning Thod|h I 
was far from being easy under this accusa- 
tion, 1 relied upon my innocence, threatened 
in my turn to prosecute the Jew for defama- 
tion, and boldly offered to submit my cause 
to the examination of any justice m West- 
minster , but they knew themselves too well 
lo put their characters on that issue, and 
finding I was not to bo intimidated into any 
concession, dropped their plea, and made 
way for me to withdraw I would not, how- 
ever, stir from the table, until tlie Israelite 
had retracted what he had said to niy disad- 
\antage, and asked pardon before the whole 
assembly 

As I marched out with my piize, I hap- 
pened to tread upon the toes of a tall raw- 
boned fellow, with a hooked nose, fierce 
eyes, black thick eyebrows, a pigtail wig 
of the same colour, and a formidable hat 
pulled over Ills forehead, who stood gnawing 
his fingers in the crow d, and no sooner felt 
the application of my shoc-hcel, than he 
roared out in a tremendous voice, — “ Blood 

and wounds ’ you son of a w , what’s 

that for I asked pardon with a great deal 
of submission, and protested I had no inten- 
non of hurting him but the more J humbled 
myself, the more he stormed, and insisted 
upon gentlemanly satisfaction, at the same 
time provoking me with Bcandalcuis names 
that 1 could not put up with, so that I gave 
a loose to my passion, returned Ins Billings- 
gate, and challenged him to follow me down 
io the piazzas Hi% indignation cooling as 
mine warmed, ho refused my invitation, say- 
ing, he would choose his own time, and re- 
turned tow^ards the table, miitteniig threats, 
which I neither dreaded, nor distinctly heard , 
but, descending with great deliberation, re- 
ceived my sword fiom the door-keeper, 
whom I gratified with a guinea, according 
to the custom of the place, and went home 
in a rapture of joy 

My faithful valet, who had sat up all night 
iio the utmost uneasiness on iny account, let 
me in with his face beslubbercd with tears, 
and followed mo lo my cha|pber, where he 
stood silent like a condemned criminal, in 
expectation of hearing that every shilling 
was spent I guessed the situation of his 
thoughts, and, assuming a sullen look, bade 
him fetch me some water to wash, lie re- 
plied, without lifting his eyes from the 
ground, — “In my simple conjecture, you 
:9 


have more occasion for rest, not having, I 
suppose, slept these four-and-twenty hours ’ 

Bring me some water," said 1, m a pe- 
remptory tone, upon which he sneaked 
away, shrugging his shoulders. Before he 
returned, I bad spread my whole stock on 
the table m the most ostentatious manner , 
so that, when it first saluted his view, 
he stood like one entranced, and having 
rubbed his eyes more Uian once, to assure 
himself of his being awake, broke out 
into^ — “ Lord have mercy upon us ’ what a 
vast treasure is here “ ’Tis all our own, 
Strap,” said I “take what is necessary, 
and redeem the sword immediately ” He 
advanced towards the table, stopped short by 
the way, looked at the money and me by 
turns, and, with a wildness in his counten- 
ance, produced from ]oy checked by distiust, 
cried — “ I dare say, it is honestly come by ” 
To remove his scruples, I made him ac- 
quainted with the whole story of my success, 
which when he heard, he danced about the 
room in an ecstasy, crying, — “ God be prai- 
sed * a wliite stone ' — God be praised * a 
white stone'” so that I was afraid the sud- 
den change of fortune had disordered his in- 
tellects, and that he was run mad with joy 
Extremely concerned at this event, I at- 
tempted to reason him out of his frenzy, but 
to no purpose , for, without rt'garding what 
I said, he continued to frisk up and down, 
and repeat his rhapaod} of— “ God be prai- 
sed ' a white stone At lost I arose in the 
utmost consternation, and, laying violent 
hands upon him, put a stop to his extrava- 
gance, by hving him down to a settee that 
was in the room This constraint banislipd 
his delirium, he started, as if ^ust awoke, 
and, tern tied at mv behaviour, cried, — 

“ What lb the matter'^ ’ When he learnt d 
the tause of my apprehension, he was 
ashamed of his transports, and told me, that, 
in mentioning the w lute stone, he alluded 
to the dies fasti of the Romans, albo laptde 
notati 

Hav ing no inclinatjoii to bleep, I secured 
my cash, dressed, and was just going abroad, 
when the servant of the house told me there 
was a gentlewoman at the door, who wanted 
to spA-k with me Surprised at this infor- 
mation, I bade Strap show her up, and in 
less than a minute saw a young woman of a 
shabby decayed appearance enter my room 
After half a dozen courtesies, she began to 
sob, and told me her name was Gawky , upon 
which information I immediately recollected^^ 
the features of Miss Lavement, who had 
been the first occasion of my misfortunes 
Though I had all the reason m the world to 
resent her treacherous behaviour to me, I 
was moved at her distress, and professing 
my sorrow at seeing her so reduced, desired 
her to sit, and inquired into the particulars 
of her situation She fell upon her knees, 
and implored my forgiveness for the injunus 
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she had done me, protesting before Ckid, that 
she was forced, against her inchnatioa, into 
that hellish conspiraoy which had almost de- 
rived me of my life, by the entreaties of her 
usbarid, who having been afterwards re- 
nounced by his father on account of hismar- 
ridge with her, and unable to support a 
family on his pay, left his wife at herfather*s 
house, and went with the regiment to Ger- 
many, where he was broken for misbehaviour 
at the battle of Dettingen, since which time 
she had heard no tidings of him She then 
gave me to understand, with manjr symp- 
toms of penitence, that it was her misfortune 
to bear a child four months after marriage, 
by which event her parents were so incen- 
sed, that she was turned out of doors with 
the infant, that died soon after, and had 
liitherto subsisted m a miserable indigent 
manner, on the extorted chanty of a few 
friends, who were now quite tired of giving 
that, not knowing where or how to support 
herself one day longer, she had fled for sue- 
r our even to me, who, of all mankind, had 
the least cause to assist lier, relying upon 
the generosity of ray disposition, which, she 
hoped, would be pleased with this opportu- 
nily of avenging itself in the noblest manner 
on the wretch who had wronged me I was 
very much aflected with her discourse, and 
liaving no cause to suspect the sincerity of 
her repentance, raised her up, freely pardoned 
all she had done against me, and promised 
to befriend lier as much as lay in my power 
Since iny last amval m London, I had 
made no advances to the apothecary, iinagi- 
mng it would bo impossible for me to make 
my innocence appear, so unhappily was my 
accusation circumstanced Strap indeed had 
laboured to justify me to the schoolmaster , 
but, far from succeeding m his attempt, Mr ' 
Concordance dropped all correspondence 
with him because he refused to quit his con- 
nection with me Things being in this sit- 
uation, I thought a fairer opportunity of vin- 
dicating my character could not offer than 
that which now presented itself I therefore 
stipulated with Mrs Gawky, that, before I 
would yield her the least assistance, she 
should do me the ]usticc to clear my reputation 
hv explaining upon oath, before a ma^tfrate, 
the whole of tlic conspiracy, as it had been 
c\eruted against mo When she had given 
me this satisfaction, 1 presented her with 
five guineas a sum so much above her ex- 
^pectation, that she could scarce believe the 
evidenre of her senses, and was ready to 
worship me for my benevolence The decla- 
ration signed with her own band, I sent to 
lier father, who, upon recollhctmg and com- 
paring the UTcumstances of my charge, was 
conviAced of my mtegnty, and waited upon 
me next day, in company with his friend the 
sdAOolmaster, to whom he had coinmu- 
meated my vindication After imitual salu- 
MouBiewr Lavement began a hug 


apology for the unjust treatment I had re- 
ceived, but 1 saved him a good deal of 
breath, by interrupting his harangue, and 
assuring him, that, far from entertaining a 
resentment against him, 1 thought myself 
obliged to his lenity, which allowed me to 
escape, after such strong presumptions of 
^ilt appeared agamst me Mr Concor- 
dance, thmking it now his turn to speak, 
observed, that Mr Random had too much 
coi^our and saracity to be disobliged at 
their conduct, which, all things considered, 
could not have been otherwise, with any 
honesty of mtentioii “Indeed,” said he, 
if the plot had been unravelled to us by 
any supernatural intelligence, if it had been 
whispered by a genie, communicated in a 
dream, or revealed by an angel from on high, 
we should have been to blame m crediting 
ocular demonstration , but as we were left 
ID the mist of mortality, it cannot be expec- 
ted we should be movable of imposition 
I do assure you, Mr Random, no man on 
earth is more pleased than 1 am at this tri- 
umph of your character and as the news of 
your misfortune panged me to the very en- 
trails, this manifestation of your innocence 
makes my midriff quiver with joy ” I thank- 
ed him for his concern, desired" tliem to un- 
deceive those of their acquaintance who 
)udged harshly of me, and, having treated 
tJiem with a glass of wine, represented to 
Lavement the deplorable condition of his 
daughter, and pleaded her cause so eflec- 
tualTy, that he consented to settle a small 
annuity on her foi life, but could not be 
persuaded to take her home, because her 
mother was so much incensed, that she 
would never see her 


CHAPTER LIU 

1 purchase new clothes — reprimand Strut- 
well and Straddle — Banter proposes an- 
other matrimonial scheme — 1 accept of 
his terms — set out for Bath in a stage- 
coachf with the young lady and her mo- 
ther — the behaviour of an officer and law- 
yer — our fellow-travellers desiribed^a 
smart dialogue between my mistress and 
the captain 

Having finished this affair to my satisfac- 
tion, I found myself perfectly at ease, and 
looking upon the gaming-table as a certain 
resource for a gentleman in want, became 
more gay than ever Althou^ my clothes 
were lumost a^good as new, I grew ashamed 
of wearing them, because I thought every 
body, by tnis time, hafl got an inventory ot 
my wardrobe Per which reason, 1 disposed 
of a good part of my apparel to a salesman 
m Monmouth-street for half the value, and 
bought two new suits with the money 1 
IiLev.isc purchased a plain goM aatcli, dc 
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BpallHng of recovering that which 1 bad so 
foolishly given to Strntwell, whom, notwith- 
standing^ 1 still continued to visit at his 
levee, until the ambassador he had men- 
tioned set out with a secretary of Ins own 
choosing I thought myself then at liberty 
to expostulate with his lordship, whom i 
treated with great freedom in a letter, for 
amusing me with vain hones, when he nei- 
ther had the power nor inclination to provide 
for me Nor was I less reserved with St^id- 
dle, whom 1 in person reproached for inis- 
representing to me the character of Strut- 
well, which I did not scruple to aver was 
infamous in every respect He seemed very 
much enraged at my freedom, talked a great 
deal about his quality and honour, and began 
to make some comparisons which I thought 
so injurious to mine, that I demanded an ex- 
planation with great warmth , and be was 
mean enough to equivocate, and condescend 
in such a manner, that 1 left him with a 
hearty contempt of his behaviour 

About this time, Banter, who had observed 
a surprising and sudden alteration in my ap- 
pearance and disposition, began to inquire 
very minutely into the cause , and as I did 
not think fit to let him know the, true state 
of the affair, lest he might make free with 
my purse, on the strength of having pro- 
posed the scheme that mlod it, I told him 
that I had received a small supply from a 
relation in the country, who at the same 
time had promised to use all his interest 
(which was not small) m soliciting some 
post for me that should make me t v for 
life “If that be the case,” said ivu,iitcr, 
“perhaps you wont care to mortify yourself 
a little, m making your fortune another way 
I have a relation who is to set out for Bath 
ne\t week, with an only daughter, who be- 
ing sickly and decrepit, intends to drink the 
waters for the recovery of her health Her 
father, who w^as a rich Turkey merchant, 
died about a year ago, and left her with a 
fortune of twenty thousand pounds, under 
the sole management of her mother, who 
IS my kinswoman I would have pul in for 
the plate myself, but there is a breach at 
present between the old woman and me 
You must know, that some time ago I bor- 
rowed a small sum of her, and promised, it 
seems, to pay it before a certain time , but 
being disappointed in my expectation of mo- 
ney from the country, the day elapsed, with- 
out my being able to take up my note , upon 
'which she wrote a peremptory letter, threat- 
ening to arrest me, if I did not pay the debt 
immediately Nettled at this precise beha- 
viour, I sent a d d severe answer, which 

enraged her so much, that she actually took 
out a wTit against me Whereupon, finding 
the thing grow serious, 1 got a friend to ad- 
vance the money for me, discharged the 
debt, went to her house, and abused her for 
her unfriendly dealing Shews? provoked 


by iny reproaches, and scolded in her turn 
The little deformed urchin loined her mo- 
ther with such virulence and volubility ot 
tongue, that I was fain to make my retreat, 
after liavirig been honoured with a great 
many scanaalous epithets, which gave me 
plainly to understand that I had nothing to 
hope from the esteem of the one, or the 
affection of the other As they are both 
utter strangers to life, it is a thousand to 
one but the girl will be picked up by some 
scoundrel or other at Bath, if I don’t provide 
for her otherw^ise You ore a well-looking 
fellow. Random, and can behave as demurely 
as a quaker Now^, if you will give me an 
obligation for five hundred pounds, to be 
paid SIX months after your marnage, 1 w ill 
put you in a method of cariying her in spite 
of all opposition ” 

This proposal was too advantageous for 
me to be refused , the writing was imme- 
diately drawn up wd executed , and Banter 
giving me notice of the time when, and the 
stage coach in which they were to set out, 
f bespoke a place in the same convenience, 
and having hired a horse for Strap, who w^as 
charmed with the prospect, set forward ac- 
cordingly 

As w'c embarked before day, I had not the 
pleasure for some time of seeing Miss Snap- 
per (that was the name of my mistress), nor 
even of perceiving the number and sex of 
my fellow-travellers, although 1 guessed that 
the coach was full, by the difficulty I found 
in seating myself The first five minutes 
pis-cd in a general silence, when, all of a 
sudden, the coach heeling to one side a 
boisterous voice pronounced, — “To the right 

and left, cover vour flanks, d e ' vvhu 

I easily discovered, by the tone and manner 
of this exclamation, that it was uttered by a 
son of Mars , neither was it hard to conceive 
the profession of another person who sat 
opposite to me, and observed, that we ought 
to have been well satisfied of the security 
before w e entered upon the premises These 
two sallies had not the desired effect, we 
continued a good while as mute as before, 
till at length the gentleman of the sword, 
impatient of longer silence, made a second 
effort, by swearing he had got into a meet- 
ing of quakers “1 believe so too,” said a 
shrill feiiiale voice at my left liand, “ for the 
spirit of folly begins to move ” “ Out with 

It then, madam,” replied the soldier “ You 
seem to have no occasion for a midwife,” 
cried the lady “D — n my blood’” ex- 

claimed the other, “a man can’t talk to a 
woman, but she immediately thinks of a mid- 
wife ” “ True, sir,” said she, “ I long to be 

delivered ” “ What ’ of a mouse, madam 
said he^ “ No, sir,” said she, “ of a fool ” 
“Are you far gone with a fool'*” said he 
“Little more than two miles,” said she 
“ By gad, you are a wit, madam i ned the 
office “I wnsh I could witli an\ lu^^tice 
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retorsi the compliment/’ eaid the lady i 
“Zdimde» I have done,” stad he* "Vonr 
bolt IS soon ahot, according to the old pto* 
veib/’ said she The wamor’s powder was 

r i spent , the lawyer advised mm to drop 
prosecution and a grave matron, who 
sat on the left hand of the yictonooswit, 
told her, she must not let her tongue run so 
fast among strangers This repnmand, soft- 
ened with the appOllation of ehtld, convinced 
me that the satirical lady was no other than 
Miss Snapper, and 1 resolved to regulate my 
conduct accordingly The champion, find- 
ing himself 00 smartly handled, changed his 
battery, and began to expatiate upon ms own 
exploits — You talk of shot, madam,” said 
he, ** d ” e ’ I have both given and re- 
ceived some shot in my time 1 was wound.- 
ed in the shoulder by a pistol-ball at Dettin- 
gen, where — I say nothing— 4)ut by G — d' 
if it had not been for me — all’s one fbr 
that— I despise boasting, d— e» whi 2 »” 
So saying, he whistled one part and hum- 
med another of Black joUr, then address- 
ing himself to the lawyer, went on thus — 
Wouldn’t you think it d— d hard, after 
having, at the risk of your life, recovered the 
standard of a regiment, that had been lost, 
to receive no preferment for your pains ’ I 
don’t choose to name no names, sink me 
but howsomever, this I will refer, by G— d, 
and that is this , a musketeer of the French 
guards, having taken a standard from a cer- 

tain cornet of a certain regiment, d e » 

was retreating with the prize as fast as his 
horse’s heels could carry him, sink me * upon 
which, 1 snatched up a firelock that belonged 

to a dead man, d e ' whiz ' and shot his 

horse under him, d— n my blood ' The fel- 
low got upon his feet, and began to repose 
me , upon which I charged my bayonet breast 
high, and ran him through the body, by G — d ’ 
One ofhis comrades coming to his assistance, 
shot me in the shoulder, as I told you before , 
and another gave me a confusion on the 
head with the butt-end of his carbine , but, 

d c * that did not signify 1 killed one, 

put the other to flight, and taking up the 
standard, carried it off v^ry deliberately 
But the best joke of all was, the son of a 
b— h of n comet who had surrendered it in 
a cowardly manner, seeing it in my possess- 
ion, demanded it from me, in the front of the 
line ‘ D — my blood,’ says he, * where did 
you find my standard says he. ‘ D— my 
mood,’ said 1, * where,’ said I, *did you 
lose It,’ said I ‘That’s nothing to you,’ 
g|^s ho, ‘ *tis my standard, ’'says he, *and1>y 
GL-d I’ll have it,' says he. ‘D—n— .-n 
eeize me,’ says I, ‘if you shall,’ says I; 

I have first delivered it to the general,’ 
says I ; and accordingly I went to the head- 
<piancrs, after tiie baWe, and delivered it 
to Lord 3tair, who promised to do for 
me. but I am ho more than a pool* lieutenant 
Bti||» my blood.” 


Having vented this repetition of expletit^es, 
the lawyer owned he had not been requited 
according to his deserts , observed, that the 
labourer is always worthy of his hire, and 
asked if the promise was made before 
witnesses, because, in that case, the law 
would compel the general to perform it , — 
but understanding that the promise was 
made over a bottle, without being restricted 
to time or terms, he pronounced it not valid 
m ftlaw, proceeded to inquire into the 
particulars of the battle, and afiirmed, that 
although the English had drawn themselves 
into a premunire at first, the French man- 
aged tlieir cause so lamely in the course of 
the dispute, that they would have been 
utterly nonsmted, liad they not obtained a 
noh prosequi In spite of these enlivening 
touches, the conversation was like to suffer 
another long interruption , when the lieuten- 
ant, unwilliiiff to conceal any of his accom- 
plishments, Uiat could be displayed m his 
present situation, offered to regale the 
company with a song , and interpreting our 
silence into a desire of hearing, began to 
warble a fashionable air, the first stanza of 
which he pronounced thus 

Would >ou task the moon-tied hair, 

To you flagrant beau repair , 

Wheie, waving with the popling vow, 

The bantling fine will shelter you, fict 

The sense of the rest he perverted as he 
went on, w ith such surprising facility, that I 
could not help thinking he had been at some 
pains to burlesque the performance Miss 
Snapper ascribed it to the true cause, namely 
ignorance , and when he asked her how she 
relished his music, answered, that, in her 
opinion, the music and the words were much 
of a piece “ 0 d — n my blood,” said he, 
“I take that as a high compliment, for 
every body allows the words are damnable 
fine ” “ Tiiey may be so,” replied the lady, 
“ for aught 1 know, but they are above my 
comprehension ” “ I an’t obliged to find 
you comprehension, madam, curse me 
cned he. No, nor to speak sense neither,” 
said she “ D — n my heart,” said he, “ I’ll 

speak what I please ” Here the lawyer 
interposed, by telling him there were some 
things he must not speak And upon being 
defied to give an instance, mentioned treason 
and defamation “ As for the king,” cried 
the soldier, “God bless him — eat his 
bread, and have lost blood in his cause, 
therefore I have nothing to say to him — 
by G — d, 1 dare say any tbmg to any other 
man ” “ No,” said the lawyer, “ you dare 
not call me a rogue ” “ D— e, for why^” 
said the other “Because,” replied the 
counsellor, should have a good action 
against yottjjmd recover ” “ Well, well,” 
cned thu omc^^ “ if 1 dare not call you a 

rogue, I dare think you one, d This 

stroke of wit he accompanied with a loud 
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lailg’h of self-approbation, which tfnluckily 
did not affect the audience, but effectually 
silenced lus antagonist, who did not open his 
mouth for the space of an hour, except to 
clear his pipe with three Asms, which, how- 
ever, produced nothing 

CHAPTER LIV. 

Day breaking, I have the pleasur% of 
viewing person of Miss Snapper, 
whom I had not seen before — the soldier 
IS witty upon me — is offended, talks much 
of hu valour — is reprimanded by a grave 
gentlewoman — we are alarmed with the 
cry of highwaymen-^I get out of the 
coach, and stand m my own defence — 
they ride off without having attacked us — 
I pursue them — one of them is thrown 
from his horse and taken — I return to 
the coach — am complimented by Miss 
Snapper — the captain’s behaviour on this 
occasion — the prude reproaches me in a 
soliloquy’ll upbraid her in the same 
manner — the behaotour of Mrs Snapper 
at breakfast disobliges me — the lawyer is 
witty upon the officer, who threatens him 

In the moan time, day breaking in upon us, 
discovered to one another the faces of their 
fellow-travellers, and I had the good fortune 
to find my mistress not quite so deformed 
nor disagreeable as sho had been represented 
to me Her head, indeed, bore some rcsem- 
biance to a hatchet, the edge being rcpresentedi 
bv her face , but she had a certain delicacy 
in her complexion, and a great deal of 
vivacity in her eyes, winch we^e \cry large 
and black , and though the protuberance of 
her breast, when considered alone, seemed 
to drag her forwards it was easy to perceive 
an equivalent on her back, which balanced 
the other, and kept her body in eqmhbro 
On the whole, I thought I sheuld have great 
reason to congratulate myself, if it should be 
my fate to possess tv/enty thousand pounds 
incumbered with such a wife I began, 
therefore, to deliberate about the most 
probable gicans of acquiring the conquest, 
and wa^ so much engro^ised by this idea, 
that I scarce took aiiv notice of the rest of 
the people m the coach, but revolved my 
project in sdence , while the conversation 
was mul^^l^d, as before, by the object of 
my hopM^ ^ son of Mars, and the bams- 
W;r, who bv this time liad recollected him- 
self, and talked in terms as much as ever 
At length a dispute happened, which ended 
in a wager, to be determined by me, who 
w as so much absorbed in contemplation, that 
I neither beard the reference nor the ques- 
tion, which was put to me by each in his , 
turn afironted at my supposed contempt, < 
the soldier, with great vociferation, swore 1 1 
was either dumb or deaf, if not both, and i 
4 O* *59 


that I looked as if I could not say boh to a 
goose Aroused at this observation, I fixed 
my eyes upon him, and pronounced with 
emphasis the mtci;}ection boh ' Upon which 
he cocked his hat m a fierce manner, and 
cried,*—** D — e , sir, what d’ye mean by 
that*” Had I intended to answ'cr him, 
vjj^h, by the by was not my design, I should 
imve been anticipated by miss, who told him 
my meaning was to show^ that I could cry 
boh to a goose, and laughed very heartily at 
my laconic reproof Her explanation and 
mirth did not help to appease Ins wrath, 
which broke out in several martial insinua- 
tions, such as, — “ I do not urderstand such 

freedoms, d e * d — ^n my blood » I am a 

gentleman, and bear the^king’s commission 
’Sblood • some people deserve to have their 
noses puUed for their iinpertinence ” 1 
thought to have checked these ejaculations 
by a frown , because he had talked so much 
of his lalour, that 1 had long ago rated him 
as an ats m a lion’s skin , but this expedient 
did not answer my expectation , he took 
umbrage at tlie contraction of my brows, 
sw^ore he did not value my sulky looks a 
fig’s end, and protested he feared no man 
breathing Miss Snapper said she was very 
glad to find herself m company with a man 
of so much courage, who, she did not doubt, 
would protect us from all attempts of high- 
way men during our journey “Make your- 
self perfectly easy on that head, madam,” 
replud the officer “I have got a pair of 
pistols — here they are, — whith I took from 
a hoi be officer at the battle of Dcttmgen — 
they are double loaded, and if any highw^ay- 
map in England robs you of the value of a 
pin, while I have the honour of being m your 
company, d — ii m> heart ” When he had 
expressed himself m this manner, a pnin 
gentlewoman, who had sat silent hitherto, 
pened her mouth, and said she wondered 
how any man could be so rude as to pull out 

such weapons before ladies “ D -c, 

madam,” cried the champion, “ if you are so 
much afraid at sight of a pistol, how d’ye 
propose to stand fare if there should be oc- 
casion"*” She then told him that if she 
thougjjt he could be so unmatinerly as to use 
fire-arms in her presence, whatever might be 
the occasion, she would get out of the coach 
immediately, and walk to the next village 
where she might procure a convenience to 
herself Before he could make any answer, 
my Dulcinea interposed, and observed, that, 
far from being offended at a gentleraairs 
using his arms in^ his own defence, she 
thought herself very lucky in being along 
with one by whose valour she stood a good 
chance of saving herself from being rifled 
The prude cast a disdainful look at miss, and 
said, that people who have but little to lost 
are sometimes most solicitous about preser- 
ving it The old lady was affronted at this 
muendo, and took notice, that people ought 
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to be Terv well informed before tliey spoke 
sligbttngiy of other people’s forttmes, les!( 
th^ discover their own eovvi and make 
themselves ndiculoos The woghter do- 
^ctared, that she did pot pretend to vie with 
any body m point of nenes; and if the kdy 
who insisted upon non-^resistance^ would 
promise to indemnify tts fbr all the loss we 
should sustain, she would be one of the first 
to persuade the oaptaift to submission, in 
case we should be attacked. To this pro- 
posal, reasonable as it was, the reserved 
l^y made no other reply than a scornful 
g|mce and a toss of her head. I was very 
wll pleased with the spirit of my mistress ; 
aid even wished for an opportunity of distin- 
miishine my coura^ under her eye, which 1 
believed could not mil of prepossessing her in 
my fkvour , when, all of a sudden. Strap rode 
up to the coach-door, and told us in a great 
fright, that two men on horseback were cross- 
ing the heath (for by this time wc had passed 
Hounslow), and made directly towards us 
This piece of iiiforination was no sooner de- 
livered than Mrs Snapper began to scream, 
her daughter grew pale, the other lady pulled 
out her purse to be in readiness, the law- 
yer’s teeth chattered, while he pronounced, 
— “ ’Tis no matter — ^wo’U sue the county, 
and recover” The captain gave evident 
signs of confusion , and 1, after having com- 
manded the coachman to stop, opened the 
door, jumped out, and invited the warrior to 
follow me But finding him backward and 
astonished, 1 took his pistols, and giving 
them to Strap, wlio had by this time alighted, |( 
and trembled very much, I mounted on 
horseback, and taking my own ^(wbich I 
could better depend upon) from the holsters, 
cocked them both, and faced the robbers, 
who were now very near us Seeing me 
ready to oppose them on horseback, and 
another man armed a-foot, tliey made a hak 
at some distance to reconnoitre us, and after 
having rode round us twice, n^sclf still 
facing about as they rode, went on the same 
• way as they came, at a hand-gallop A gen- 

tleman’s servant coming up with a horse at 
the same time, 1 offered him a crown to as- 
sist me in pursuing them , which he no 
sooner accepted, than 1 armed him with the 
officer’s pistols, and we galloped after the 
^eves, who, trusting to the swiftness of 
their horses, stopped till we came within 
shot of them, and then firing at us, put their 
nags to the full speed We followed them 
as ftuBt as our boasts could carry us ; but not 
beihfir tBo well mounted os they, our efToits 
winiSl have been to little purpose, bad not 
the horse of one of them stumbled, and 
his rider with Such violence over his 
haafii that he lay senseless when we came 
, Mid was taken without the least opposi- 
ticai ; ^hile his comrade consulted his own 
sail^ in Sight, without regarding the dis- 
tress of his mend We scarce had time to 


make otirselves masters of Ins arms and tie 
his hands together, before he recovered his 
senses, when learning lus situation, lie af- 
fected surprise, demanded to know by what 
authority we used a gentleman m that man- 
ner, and had the impudence to threaten us 
with a prosecution fiir robbery In the 
mean time we perceived Btrap coming up 
with a crowd of people, armed with differ- 
ent kinds of weapons , and, among the rest 
a farmer, who no sooner perceived the thief, 
whom we had secured, than he cried, with 
great emotion, — ^“There’s the fellow who 
robbed me an hour ago, of twenty pounds in 
a canvaSs bag ” He was immediately search- 
ed, and the money found exactly as it had 
been described upon which wc committed 
him to the charge of the countryman, who 
carried him to the town of Hounslow, which, 
it seems, the farmer had alarmed and I 
having satisfied the footman for his trouble, 
according to promise, returned with Strap to 
the coach, where 1 found the captain and 
lawyer busy in administermg smelling bottles 
and cordials to the grave lady, who had gone 
into a fit at the noise of the firing 
When I had taken my seat, Miss Snap- 
per, who from the coach had seen every 
thing that happened, made me a compliment 
on my behaviour, and said, she was glad to 
see me returned without having received any 
injury her mother too owned herself obli- 
ged to my resolution , and the law yer told 
me that 1 was entitled by act of parliament 
to a reward of forty pounds, for having ap- 
|«prebended a highwayman The soldier ob- 
served, with a countenance in wJiich impu- 
dence and shame, struggling, produced some 
disorder, that if 1 had not been m such a 

d 4 hurry to get out of the coach, he 

would have secured the rogues effectually, 
without all this bustle and loss of time, bv a 
scheme which my heat and prcdpitatinn 
ruined “ For my own part,” continued he, 
** I am always •extremely cool on these or- 
casions ” “ Bo it appeared by your troiii- 
bhng,” said the young lady ** Death and 
d— 11 — n,” cried he, “ your sex protects you, 
madam , if any man on earth durst till me 
so much, I’d send him to hell, d — my 
heart * in an instant ” So saying, he fixed 
his eyes upon me, and asked if fbad seen 
him tremble I answered without hesitation, 

— ”Yes” “D e, sir,” said ho, “d’ye 

doubt my oourofm'*” I repliedr-^“ Very 
much This dedaration quite disconcert- 
Od him , he looked blank, and pronounced 
with a faltering voice—” O ! ’tis very well 
d— a my blood ' I shall find a tune ” I sig. 
mfied my contempt of him, by thrusting iny 
tongue m my cheek, which humbled him so 
much, that ne scarce swore another oath 
aloud dunng the whole journey. 

The precise lady having recruited her 
spirits by the help of some strong waters, 
began a soliloquy, in which she wondered 
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tHbt any mant who pretended to maintain had before observed* for she was bent side* 
the character of a gentleman* conld* for the ways m the figure of an 8, so that her pro- 
sake of a little palt^ coin* throw persons of gpssion very ranch resembled that of a crab 
honour into bu<^ quandaries as might endan- The prude also chose the captain for her 
ger their lives , and professed her surprise, messmate, and ordered breakfiist for two 
Uiat women were not ashamed to commend only to be brought into another separate 
such brutality * at the same time vowing, room , while the lawyer and I, deserted by 
that* for the inture* she would never set foot the test of the company, were fain to put up 
in a stage coach, if a pnvate convenience with each other 1 was a good deal cha- 
could be had R>r love or money gnned at the stately reserve of Snapper, 

Nettled at her remarks* I took the game who I thought did not use me with all the 
method of conveying my sentiments, and complaisance 1 deserved , and my compan- 
wonclered in my turn that any woman of ion declared, that he had been a traveller for 
common sense snould be so unreasonable as twenty years, and never knew the stage- 
to expect that people, who had neither ac- coach rules so much infnnged before As 
quamtance or connection with her, would fi>r the honourable gentlewoman, I could not 
tamely allow themselves to be robl^d and conceive the meaning of her attachment to 
maltreated, merely to indulge her capricious the lieutenant , and asked the lawyer if he 
humour I likewise confessed my astonish- knew for which of the soldier’s virtues she 
ment at her insolence and ingratitude m tax- admired him*^ The counsellor facetiously 
ing a person with brutality, who deserved replied, — I suppose the lady knows him to 
her approbation and acknowledgement , and be an able conveyancer, and wants him to 
vowed, that if ever she should be assaulted make a settlement in tail ” I could not 
again, I would leave her to tlic mercy of the help laughing at the archness of the barrister, 
spoiler, that she might know the value of my who entertained me during breakfast with a 
protection great deal of wit of the same kind, at the ex- 

Tliis person of honour did not think fit pense of our fellow travellers, and, among 
to carry on the altercation any farther, but other tilings, said, he was sorry to find the 
seemea to chew the cud of her resentment young lady saddled with such incumbrances 
with the crest-fallen captain, while I entered When we had made an end of our repast, 
into discourse with my charmer, who was and paid our reckoning, we went into the 
the more pleased with my conversation, as coaidi, took our places, and bribed the driver 
she had conceived a very indifietent opinion with sixpence, to revenge us on the rest ot 
of my intellects from my former silence I his fare, by hurrying them away m the midst 
should have had cause to be equally satisfied of their meal This task he performed to 
with the sprightliiiess of her genius, could our satisfaction, after he had disturbed tlieir 
she have curbed her imagination with judg- onj 03 rmcnt with his importunate clamour 
ment , but she laboured under such a prote- The mother and daughter obeyed the suin- 
Bion of talk, that 1 dreaded her unruly tongue, mons first, and coming to the coach-door, 
and felt by anticipation the horrors of an were obliged to desire the coachman’s as- 
etemal clack However, when 1 consider- sistance to get m, because the lawyer and 1 
ed, on the other hand, the joys attending the had agreed to show our resentment by onr 
possession of twenty thousand poun£i, I neglect They were no sooner seated, than 
forgot her imperfections, seized occasion by the captain appeared as much heated as if 
the fore-lock, and endeavoured to insinuate he had been pursued a dozen miles by an 
myself into her affection The careful mo- enemy , and immediately after him came the 
ther kept a strict watch over her, and though lady, not without some marks of disorder, 
she could not help behaving civilly to me, Having helped her up, he entered himself, 
took frequent opportunities of discouraging growling a few oaths against the coachman 
our communication, by reprimanding her for for his impertinent interruption , and the 
being so free with stran^rs, and telling her lawyA comforted him by saying, that if he 
she must learn to speak less, and think more had sufiered a nm onus through the ob- 
Abrid^d of the use of speech, we conver- stinacy of the defennant, he mi^t have an 
sed with OUT eyes, and I found the young opportunity to join issue at the next stage 
lady very eloquent in this kind of discourse Tins last expression gave offence to the 
In short, 1 had reason to believe that she was grave gentlewoman, who told him, if she was 
«ick of the old gentlewoman’s tuition, and a man, she would make him repent of sucli 
that 1 should find it no difficult matter to su- obscenity , and thanjked God she had never 
persede her authority been m such company before At this in- 

Whon we arrived at the place where we sinuation the captain thought himself under 
were to breakfast, I alighted, and helped my a necessity of espousing the lady’s cause 
mistress out of the coach, as well as her mo- and accordingly threatened to cut off the 
ther, who called for a pnvate room, to which lawyer’s ears, if he should give his tongue 
they withdrew, m order to eat by themselves any such liberties for the future The poor 
As they retired together, I perceived that counsellor begged pardon, and universal si- 
miss had got more twists from nature than I lence ensued 
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CHAPTER LV. 

I revive to ingrmate ma»^ toith the 
mother, and am faoowea hy accident — 
the prectee lady finde her huehmd, md 
quits the eoatm^he captain ts dtseq^* 
pointed of hie dinner-'^e arrtve at Bath 
— I accampam Mte$ Bnapper to the long 
room* where she is ottackMby Beau Nash, 
and turns the hmgh a^mnsthim—l make 
love to her, and receive a check^-^qutre 
her to an asHmhly, where I am blessed 
With a sight of my dear Narassa, which 
discomposes me so much, that Miss 8nap» 
per, observing tny disorder, u at pains to 
discover ike cause — ts piqued at the occU’- 
bton, and, m our way hfjtne, pays me a 
sarcastic compliment — I am met by Miss 
Wtlhams, who ts maid and conjiaant of 
Narctssa — she acquaints me with her 
lady's regard for me while under the dts^ I 
guise of a servant, and describes the ' 
transports of Narctssa on seeing me at 
the assembly, in the charicter of a gen - , 
tleman—I am surprised with an account 
of her aunt's marriage, and make an ap- 
pointment to meet Miss Williams next 
day 

Dvbiho thu unsocial interval) my pride and 
interest maintained a severe conflict on the 
subject of Miss Snapper, whom the one re* 
presented as unworthy of notice, and the 
other proposed as the object of ray whole 
attention the advantages and disadvantages 
attending such a match were opposed to one 
another by my imagination , and at length my 
judgment gave it so much in favour of the | 
first, that 1 resolved to prosecute my scheme I 
with all the address in my power I thought 1 
I perceived some concern in her countenance, ! 
occasioned by my silence, which she, no 
doubt, imputed to my disgust at lier mother’s 
behaviour , and as I believed the old woman 
could not fail of ascribing my muteness to 
the same motive, I determined to continue 
that sullen conduct towards her, and fall 
upon some other method of mamfMing my 
esteem for the daughter nor was it di^icult 
for me to make her acquainted with my sen- 
tunents by the expression of my looks, which 
1 modelled into* the characters of humility 
and love , and which were answered by her 
With all the sympathy and approbation I 
could desire But when I began to consider^ 
that) without further opportunities of improv- 
ing my success, all the progress 1 had hith- 
’ eito made would not much avail, and that 
nuoli. opTOrtunities could not be enjoyed 
Without the mother’s permission , Iconmad^ 
It arould be requisite to vanquish her coldness 

cm t^e , anVBlm*wauSfm^! 
ISMikooo invite me to visit her at Bath, 
where 1 did not fear of being able to cultivate 


her acquaintance as much as would be neces- 
sary to the accomplishment of my purpose 
And indeed ace^d^t fiimished me with an 
opportuni^ of oUiging her so much, that she 
could not, with any appearance of good 
manners, forbear to grati^ my mclination 
When we amved at our dining-place, we 
found aU the eatables m the inn bespoken by 
a ceitam nobleman, who had got the start of 
us , and ip all likelihood my mistress and her 
mother must have dined with Duke Hum- 
phrey, had I not exerted mysdf m their 
behalf, and bribed the landlord with a glass 
of wine, to curtail his lordship’s entertain- 
ment of a couple of fou'ls and some bacon, 
which I sent with my compliments to the 
ladies They accepted my treat with a great 
many thanks, and desired I would favour 
them With mjr company at dinner, where I 
amused the old genuewoman so successfully, 
by maintaining a seemingly disinterested ease 
in the midst of my civility, that she signified 
a desire of being better acquainted, and hoped 
1 would be So kind as to see her sometimes 
at Bath While 1 enjoyed myself m tins 
manner, the precise lady had the good fortune 
to meet with her husband, who was no other 
than gentleman, or, in other words, valet-de- 
chambre, to the very nobleman whose coach 
stood at the door. Proud of the interest she 
had in the house, she aflheted to show her 
power by introducing the captain to her 
spouse, as a person who had treated her 
with great civility , upon which he was iii- 
vited to a share of their dinner, while the 
poor lawyer, finding himself utterly aban- 
doned, made application to me, and was, 
through my intercession, admitted into our 
company Having satisfied our appetites, 
and made ourselves merry at the ex^nse of 
the person of honour, the civil captain, and 
complaisant husband, I did myself the plea- 
sure of discharging the bill by stealth, for 
which I received a great many apologies and 
acknowledgements from my guests, and we 
re-embarked at the first warning The ofii. 
cer was obliged, at last, to appease his han- 
ger with a luncheon of bread and cheese, and 
a pint bottle of brandy, Which he dispatched 
in the coach, cursing the inappetence of his 
lordship, who had ordered dinner to be put 
bock a whole hour 

Nothing remarkable happened during the 
remaining part of our journey, which was 
finished next doy, when I waited on the 
ladies to the house of a relation, in which 
they intended to lodge, and pn^siog that night 
at the mn, took lockings m the oloming for 
myself 

The forenoon was spent m visiting every 
thing that was worth seeing in the place, in 
company With a gentleman to whom Banter 
had given me a ktter of introduction , and 
in the afternoon 1 waited on the ladies, and 
found HUBS a good deal indisposed with the 
fatigue of the journey As they foresaw they 
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should have occasion for a male acquamtaned 
to squire them at all pukdic places, I was 
received with great coroioBty^ and had the 
mother^B commission to conduct them next 
day to the long room, which we no sooner 
entered, than tne eyes of every body present 
were turned upon us ; and when we had suf- 
fered the martyrdom of their looks for some 
time, a whisper circulated at our expense, 
which was accompanied withmany contempU 
uous smiles, and tittenng observations, my 
utter shame and confusion 1 did not so 
much conduct, as follow, my charge to a 
place where she seated her mother and her- 
self, with astonishing composure, notwith« 
standing the unmannerly behaviour of the 
whole company, which seemed to be assumed 
merely to put her out of countenance The 
celebrated Mr Nash, who commonly attends 
m this place, as master of the ceremonies, 
perceiving the disposition of the assembly, 
took upon himself the task of gratifying their 
ill-nature still further, by exposmg my mis- 
tress to the edge of his wit With this view 
he approached us, with many bows and 
grimaces, and, after having welcomed Miss 
Snapper to the place, asked her, in the hear- 
uig of all present, if she could inform him 
ot the name of Tobit's dog*^ 1 was so much 
incensed at his insolence that I should cer- 
tainly have kicked him where he stood, 
without ceremony, had not the young lady 
prevented the effects of my indignation, by 
replying, with the utmost vivacity, — “ His 
name was Nash, and on impudent dpg he 
was*” This repartee, so unexpected and 
just, raised such an universal laugh at the 
aggressor, that all his assurance was insuffi- 
ment to support him under their derision , so 
that, after he had endeavoured to compose 
himself by taking snuff, and forcing a smile, 
he was obliged to sneak off in a very ludi- 
crous attitude , while my Dulcinea was ap- 
plauded to the skies, for the brilliancy of 
her wit, and her acquaintance immediately 
courted by the best people of both sexes m 
the loom This event, with which 1 was 
infinitely pleased at first, did not fail of 
adanning me, upon further reflection, when I 
considered that the more she was caressed 
by persons of distinction, the more her pnde 
would be inflamed, and consequently the 
obstacles to my success multiplied and en- 
larged Noi were my presaging fhars untrue 
That very night I perceived her a little in- 
toxicated wiin the incense she had received , 
•and thpugh she still behaved with a particular 
civility to me, 1 foresaw, that, as soon as her 
fortune should be known, she would be sur- 
rounded with a swarm of admirers, some one 
of whom might possibly, by excelling me in 
point of wealth, or in the arts of flatteiY and 
scandal, supplant me in her esteem, and find 
means to make the mother of his party I 
resolved, therefore, to lose no time, and being 
invited to spend the evening with them 


found an opportunity m spite of the old 
gentlewoman’s vigilanoe^ to exjdam the 
meaning of my glances in the coach, by 
paying nomage to her wit^ «nd professing 
myself enamoured of her person She 
blushed at my declaration, and in a favoura- 
ble manner disapproved of the liberty I had 
taken, putting me m mind of our being 
strah^rs to each other, and desiring 1 would 
not the means of interrupting oar ac- 
quamtance by any such unseasonable strokes ' 
of gallantly for the future my ardour was 
effectually checked by this reprimand, which 
was, however, delivered in such a genUe 
manner, that I had no cause to be disobliged , 
and the amval of her mother dehverea me 
from a dilemma, in which I should not have 
known how to demean myself a minute 
longer neither could I resume the easiness 
of carriage with which I came in My mis- 
tress acted on the reserve, and the con- 
versation beginning to flag, the old lady 
introduced her kinswoman of the house, and 
proposed a hand at whist 

while we amused ourselves at this diver- 
sion, 1 understood from the gentlewoman, 
that there was to be an assembly next night, 
at which I begged to have the honour of 
dancing with miss She thanked me for the 
favour I intended her, assured me she never 
did dance, but signified a desire of seeing 
the company, when I offered my service, 
which was accepted , not a little proud of 
being exempted from appearing with her in 
a situation, that, notwithstanding my profess- 
ion to the contrary, was not at all agree- 
able to my inclination 

Having supped, and continued the game, 
till such time as the successive yawns of 
the mother warned me to be gone, 1 took 
my leave, and went home, where I made 
Strap \ery happy with an account of my 
progress Next day 1 put on my gayest 
apparel, and went to drink tea at Mrs Snap- 
per’s, according to appointment, when 1 
found, to my inexpressible satisfaction, that 
she was laid up with the toothach, and that 
miss was to be mtrusted to my care Ac- 
cordingly, we set out for the ball-room pretty 
early in the evening, and took possession of 
a commodious place, where we had not sat 
longer than a quaHer of an hour, when a 
gentleman dressed in -a green frock came in, 
feading a young lady, \^om I immediately 
discovered to be the adorable Narcissa 
Good heaven ! what were the thnllings of 
my soul at that instant * my reflection was 
overwhelmed With a. torrent of agitation , my 
heart throbbed with surprising violence, a 
sudden mist overspread mv eyes , my ears 
were invaded with a dreadml sound , T pant- 
ed for waht of breath , and, in short, was for 
some moments entranced* This first tumult 
subsiding, a crowd of flattering ideas rushed 
upon my imagination , every thing that was 
Bof*, sensible, and engaging in the ( haracter 
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of that deax creature, recurred to mj remem* 
brance, and eveiy favourable circumstance 
of my own qualifications appeared in all the 
aggravation of self conceit, to heighten my 
expectation Neither was this transport of 
long duration the dread of her being abready 
disposed of intervened, and overcast my en- 
chanting reverie My presaging apprehen- 
sion represented her encircled In the arms 
of some happy rival, and of consequence 
for ever lost to me. I was stung with this 
sug^stion, and believmg the person who 
conducted her to be the husband of this 
amiable young lady, already devoted him to 
my fiiry, and stood up to mark him for my 
vengeance , when I recollected, to my un- 
speakable joy, her brother, the fox-hunter, 
in the person of her gallant Undeceived so 
much to my satisfaction in this particular, 1 
gazed, in a frenzy of delight, oh the irresis- 
tible charms of his sister, who no sooner dis- 
tinguished me in the crowd, than her evident 
confusion afforded a happy omen to my flame 
At sight of me she started, the roses in- 
stantly vanished from her polished cheeks, 
and returned in a moment with a double 
glow that overspread her lovely neck, while 
her enchanting bosom heaved with strong 
emotion I hailed these favourable eymp- 
toms, and, lying in wait for her looks, did 
homage with my eyes She seemed to ap- 
prove my declaration, by the complacency 
of her aspect , and I was so transported with 
her discovery, that more than once 1 was on 
the point of making up to her to disclose the 
throbbings of my heart in person, had not 
that profound veneration winch her presence 
always inspired, restrained the unseasonable 
impulse All my powers being engrossed in 
this manner, it may easily be imagined how 
ill I entertained Miss Snapper, on whom I 
could not now turn my eyes, without making 
comparisons very little to her advantage 
It was not oven in my power to return dis- 
tinct answers to the questions she asked roe 
from time to time, so that she could not help 
observing my absence of mmd , and having 
a turn for observation, watched my glances, 
and tracing them to the divine obiect, dis- 
covered the cause of my disorder. Th^ she 
might, however, be convinced of the wth 
of her conjecture, she began to interrogate 
me with regard to Narcissa, and, notwith- 
standing all my ondcavoiirs to disguise my 
sentiments, perceived my attachment by my 
confusion upon which she assumed a state- 
linesB of behaviour, and sat silent during the 
renriaining part of tlie ontertaioment At any 
other time, her suspicion would have alarmed 
me , but now I was elevated by my passion 
above eveiy other consideration The mis- 
tress of niy soul having retired with her bro- 
ther, J discovered so much uneasiness at my 
situation, that Mms Snapper proposed to go 
home, and while I conductod her to a chair, 
told me she had too great a regard for me to 


keep me any longer in torment I feigned 
Ignorance of her meaning, and having seen 
her safely at her lodgings, took my leave, 
and went home in an ecstasy, where 1 dis- 
closed every thing that had happened to my 
confidant and horoble servant. Strap, who 
did not relish the accident so well as I ex- 
pected, and observed that a bird m hand is 
worth two in the bush, “but however,” 
said he, “ you know best, — ^you know best ” 
Neal day, as I went to the pump-room, m 
hopes of seeing or hearing some tidings of 
my fair enslaver, I was met by a gentle- 
woman, who, having looked hard at me, 
ened, — “ O Chnst * Mr Random '** Surprised 
at this exclamation, 1 examined the counte- 
nance of the person who spoke, and imme- 
diately recognised my old sweetheart and 
fellow-sufiferer, Miss Williams 
1 was mightily pleased to find this unfor- 
tunate woman under such a decent appear- 
ance, professed iny joy at seeing her so well, 
and desired to know wheic I should have 
the pleasure of her conversation She was 
heartily rejoiced at the apparent easiness of 
my fortune, and gave me to know, that she, 
as yet, had no habitation that she could pro- 
perly call her own, but would wait on me at 
any place I should please to appoint Un- 
dorstanding that she was unengaged for the 
present, 1 showed her the way to my own 
lodgings, where, after a very affectionate 
salutation, she informed me of her being 
very happy in the service of a young lady to 
whom she was recommended by a former 
mistress deceased, into whose family she 
bad recommended herself by the honest de- 
ceit she had concerted while she lived with 
me in the garret at London She then ex- 
pressed a vehement desire to be acquainted 
with the vicissitudes of my life smee we 
parted, and excused her cunosity on account 
of the concern she had for my interest 1 
forthwith granted her request, and when I 
described my situation in Sussex, perceived 
her to attend to my story with particular 
eagerness She interrupted mo when 1 had 
finished that penod, with, — “ Ciood Gfod * is 
it possible — and then begged I wduld be 
so good as to continue my relation , Which 1 
did as briefly as I could, burning with impa- 
tience to know the cause of her surprise, 
about which 1 had already formed a veiy 
interesting conjecture When I had brought 
my adventures down to the present day, she 
seemed very much affected with the difierent 
circumstances of mty fortune, and saying, 
with a smile, she believed my distresses 
were now at a penod, proceeded to inform 
me, that the Ibot whom she served was no 
other than the charming Narcissa, who had 
honoured her with her confidence for some 
time, in consequence of which trust, she 
had often repeated the story of John Brown, 
with great admiration and regard , that she 
loved to dwell upon the particulars of his 
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chfuracter, aod did not scruple to own a ten- j acquaintance to breakfiistf and learned from 
der approbation of iiis dame I became de- her conversation, that my nval. Sir Timo- 
linous at this piece of intelligence, strained thy, had drunk himself into an apoplexy, of 
Miss Williams in my embrace, called her the which he died five month^ ago , that the 
angel of my happiness, and acted such ex- savage was still unmamed , and that his 
travagancies, that she might have been con- aunt had been seized with a whim which he 




satisfied of my honour before As soon as the parish for her lord and husband , but 
I was in a condition to yield attention, she matrimony not agreemg with her constitu- 
desenbed the present situation of her mis- tion, she had been hectic and dropsical a 
tress, who had no sooner reached l^rjpdg- good while, and was now at Bath, in order 
mgs the night before, than she cloaete^her, to drink the waters for the recovery of her 
and, m a rapture of joy, gave her to know health , that her niece had accompanied her 
that she had seen me at the ball, where I hither at her request, and attended her with 
appeared in the character which she always the same aflbction as before, notwithstanding 
thought my due, with such advantage of the mistake she had committed, and that 
transformation, that unless my image had her nephew, who had been exasperated at 
been engraven on her heart, it would have the loss of her fortune, did not give his 
been impossible to know me for the person attendance out of good will, but purely to 
who had worn her aunt’s livery , that, by the have an eye on his sister, lest she should 
language of my eyes, she was assured of the likewise throw herself awf^, without his 
continuance of my passion for her, and con- consent or approbation Having enjoyed 
sequently of my being unengaged to any ourselves in this manner, and made an as- 
other , and that, though she did not doubt 1 signation to meet next day at a certain place, 
would speedily fall upon some method of be- , Miss Williams took her leave , and Strap’s 
ing introduced, she was so impatient to hear looks being very inquisitive about the nature 
of me, that she (Miss Williams) had been of the communication subsisting between us, 
sent abroad this very morning, on purpose I made him acquainted with the whole affair, 
to Icam the name and character I at present to his great astonishment and satisfaction 
Dorc My bosom had been hitherto a stran- 
ger to such a flood of joy as now rushed 

upon it my faculties were overborne by the CHAPTER LVI 

tide it was some time before I could open 

my mouth, and much longer ere I could utter I become acquainted with Narcissa'^s hro- 
a coherent sentence At length I fervently ther, who mvites me to his houses where 

requested her to lead me immediately to the I am introduced to that adorable creature 

object of my adoration but she resisted my — after dinner, the squire retires to take 

importunity, and explained the danger of his nap^-^Freeman, guessing the situa- 

such premature conduct — “ How favourable tion of my thoughts, withdraws likewise 

soever, ” said she, **my lady’s inclination tq- on pretence of business — I declare my 

wards you may be, you may depend upon it, passion to Narcissa — am well received 

she will not commit the smallest trespass on — charmed with her conversation — the 

decorum, either in disclosing her own, or in squire detains us to supper — 1 elude hi\ 

receiving a declaration of your passion , and design by a stratagem, and get home 

although the great \eneration I have for you sober 

has prompted me to reveal what she com- 

municated to me in confidence, I know so In the afternoon I drank tea at the house of 
well the severity of her sentiments with re- Mr Freeman, to whom I had been recotn- 
spect to the punctilios of her sex, that, if she mended by Banter , where I had not sat five 
should learn the least surmise of it, she would minutes, till the fox-hunter came in, and by 
not only dismiss me as a wretch unworthy his f5mihar behaviour appeared to be intimate 
of her benevolence, but also for ever shun with my friend I was at first under some 
the efforts of your love ” I assented to the concern, lest he should recollect my features , 
justness of tier remonstrance, and desired but when I found myself introduced to him 
she would assist me with her ^vice and as a gentleman from London, without being 
direction upon which it was concerted be- discovered, I blessed the opportunity th it 
« tween us, that, for the present, I should be brought me into his company, hoping that, iii 
contented with her telling Narcissa, that, in the course of our acquaintance, he would 
the course of her inquines, she could only invite me to his house Nor were my 
learn my name and that if, m a day or two, frustrated; for, as we spent the evening 
X could foil upon no other method of being together, he grew extremely fond of ny 
introduced to hqr mistress, she would deliver conversation, asked a great many childish 
a letter from me, on pretence of consulting questions about France and other foreign 
her happiness , and say that 1 met her in the parts, and seemed so highly entertained with 
street, and bribed her to this piece of service, my answers, that, in his cups, he sboolv me 
Matters beng thus adjusted, I kept my old of^ en by tlie hand, pronounced me an honest 
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fellowi and, in fine, desired om company 
at dinner next day in his own house My 
imagination was so much employed m anti« 
cipiOing the happiness I was to enjoy next 
day, that 1 slept very little that night , but, 
rising early in the morning, went to the 
place appointed, where 1 met my sbe-fnend, 
and imparted to her my success with the 
squire She was very much pleased at the 
occasion, which (she eaid) could not fiul of 
being agreeable to Narcissa, who, m spite 
of her passion fbr me, had mentioned some 
scruples relating to my true situation and 
character, which the delicacy of her senti. 
menta suggested, and which she believed I 
would film it necessary to remove, though 
she did not know how I was a good deal 
startled at this insinuation, because 1 fore- 
saw the difficulty 1 should find m barely 
doing myself justice, for although it was 
never my intention to impose myself upon 
any woman, much less on Narcissa, as a man 
of fortune, I laid claim to the character of a 
gentleman, by birth, education, and behaviour, 
and yet (so unlucky had the circumstances 
of my life fallen out) I should find it a very 
hard matter to make |^od my pretensions 
even to these, especumy to the last, which 
was the most essential Miss Williams was 
as sensible aC 1 of this my disadvantage, but 
comforted me with observing, that when 
once a woman had bestowed her afiections 
on a man, she cannot help judging of him in 
all respects with a partiality easily influenced 
in his fkvour she remarked, that although 
some situations of my lifb had been low, yet 
none of them had been infamous , that my 
indigence had been the crime not of me, but 
of fortune , and that the miseries 1 had under- 
gone, by improving the faculties both of mmd 
and body, qualified me the more for any 
dignified station, and would of conaoquence 
recommend me to the good graces of any 
sensiblie woman she therefore advised me 
to be alw^s open and unreserved to l£e 
inquiries of iny mistress, without unneces- 
sarily betraying the meanest occurrences of 
my fate, and trust to the streimth of her love 
and reflection for the rest Tne sentiiponts 
of this sensible young woman, on this as 
well as on almost every otlier subject, per- 
fectly agreed viitli mine I thanked her for 
the care she took of my interests, and prom- 
ising to bchavo myself according to her 
direction, wo parteef, after she had assured 
me, that I might depend upon her best offices 
With her mistress, and that she would from 
time to time connnunicato to me such intelli- 
gence as she should procure relating to my 
flame. Having dressed myself to the best 
advantage, I waited for the time of dinner 
with the most fearful impatience , aud as the 
hour drew nigli, my heart beat with such 
increased velocity, and my spirits contracted 
such disorder, that I began to suspect my 
resolution, and even to wish myself disen- 


gaged At last Mr Freeman called at my 
lo^iDgs, in his way, and I accompanied him 
to the house where all my happiness was 
deposited. We were very kindly received 
by the squire, who sot smoking his pipe m a 
parlour, and asked if we chose to dnnk any 
thing before dinner though I had never more 
occasion for a cordial, I was ashamed to ac- 
cept his offer, which was also refused by my 
finend We sat down, however, and entered 
int<Vconversation, which lasted half an hour, 
so that I had time to recollect myself, and, 
so capricious were my thoughts, even to hope 
that Narcissa would not appear— when, all 
of a sudden, a servant, coming in, gave us 
notice that dmner was upon the tabic — and 
my perturbation returned with such violence, 
that I could scarce conceal it from the com- 
pany as 1 ascended the staircase When 1 
entered the dmmg-room, the first object that 
saluted my ravished eyes was the divine 
Narcissa, blushing like Aurora, adorned with 
all the graces that meekness, innocence, and 
beauty can diffuse I was seized i\ith u 
giddipess, my knees tottered, and I scarct 
had strength enough to perform the cere- 
mony of salutation, when her brother, slap- 
me on the shoulder, cned, — “ Measter 
an, that there is my sister ” 1 ap- 
proached her with groat eagerness and fear , 
but in the moment of our embrace, niy soul 
was agonized with rapture , it was a lucky 
circumstance for us both, that my entertainer 
was not endued with an uncommon stock of 
penetration , for our mutual confusion was 
so manifest, that Mr Freeman perceived it, 
and, as we went home together, congratu- 
lated me on my good fortune But so far 
was Brum from entertaining the least sus- 
picion, that ho encouraged me to begin a 
conversation with my mistress in a language 
unknown to him, by telling her, that he had 
brought a gentleman who could jabber with 
her in French and other foreign lingos, as fast 
as she pleased ; then turning to me, said, — 
** Odds bods ' 1 wish you would hold discourse 
with her in your French or Italiano, and tell 
me if she underatands it as well as she would 
be bought to do — ^there’s her aunt and she 
will chatter together whole davs in it , and I 
can’t have a mouthful of English for love or 
money ” I consulti'd the look of iny amiable 
mistress, and found her averse to his pro- 
posal, which she declined with a sweetness 
of denial peculiar to herself, as a piece of 
disrespect to that part of the company which 
did not understand the language in question 
As 1 had the happiness of sitting opposite to 
her, I feasted my eyes much more than my 
palate, which she tempted in vain with the 
most delicious bits carved by her fair hand, 
and recommended by her persuasive tongue , 
but all my other appeUtes were swallowed 
up in the immensity of my love, which I fed 
by gazing incessantly on the delightful object 
Dinner was scarce ended, when the squire 
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became very drowsy, and, after several dread- 
ful yawns, got up, stretched himself, took 
two or three turns across the room, begged 
we would allow him to take a short nap, and, 
having laid a strong injunction on his sister 
to detain us till his return, went to his repose 
without further ceremony He had not been 
gone many minutes, when Freeman, guessing 
the situation of m> heart, and thinking he 
could not do me a greater favour than to 
leave me alone with Narcissa, pretendtd to 
recollect himself all of a sudden, and starting 
up, beg^d the lady’s pardon for half an hour, 
for he nad luckily remembered an engage- 
ment of some consequence, that he must 
perform at that instant , so saying, he took 
his leave, promising to come rack time 
enough for tea, leaving my mistress and me 
in great confusion Now that I enjoyed an 
opportunity of disclosing the pafttings of my 
soul, I had not power to use it I studied 
many pathetic declarations, but when 1 at- 
tempted to give them utterance, my tongue 
denied its office , and she sat silent, with a 
downcast look, full of anxious alarm, her 
bosom heaving with expectation of some 
great event At length I endeavoured to 
put an end to this solemn pause, and began 
with, — ** It is very surpnsing, madam,” — 
here the sound dying awaj’’, I made a full 
stop — ^while Narcissa, starting, blushed, and, 
with a timid accent, answered, — “Sir**” 
Confounded at this note of interrogation, I 
pronounced, with the most sheepish ba&hful- 
ncss, — “Madam — To which she replied,— 
“ 1 beg pardon — I thought you had spoken to 
me ” Another pause ensued — I made another 
effort, and though my voice faltered very 
much at the beginning, made shift to e\preps 
myself in this manner — “I say, madam, ’tib 
v( ry surprising that love should ad so incon- 
sistently with itself, as to deprive its votaries 
of the use of their faculties when they have 
most need of them Since the happy occasion 
of being alone with you presented itself, I 
have made many unsuccessful attempts to 
declare my passion for the loveliest of her 
sex — a passion which took possession of my 
soul, while my cruel fate compelled me to 
wear a servile disguise so unsuitable to my 
b’rtli, sentiments, and,le^ mo add, my deserts 
yet favourable in ore respect, as it furnished 
me with opportunities of seeing and adoring 
\our perfections — ^yes, madam, it was then 
\our dear idea entered my bosom, where it 
has lived unimpaired in the midst of number- 
less cares, and animated me against a thou- 
sand dangers and calamities ” While I spoke 
thus, she concealed her face with her fan, 
and when I ceased speaking, recovering her- 
self from the most beautiful confusion, told 
ne, sho thought herself ven much obliged 
by my favourable opinion oi her, and that 
she was ve’*y sorry to hear I had been unfor- 
tunate Encouraged by this gentle reply, I 
proceeded, owned myself sufficiently rccom- 
4 1* CO 


I pensed by her kind compassion for what ] 
' had undergone, and declared that the future 
happiness of my life depended solely upon 
her “Sir,” said she, “I should be very 
ungrateful, if, after the signal protection you 
once afforded me, I should refuse to contri- 
bute towards your happiness, m any reason- 
ablq condescension ” Transported at this 
acknowledgement, 1 threw myself at her feet, 
and begged she would regard my passion 
with a mvourable eye she was alarmed at 
my behaviour, entreated me to rise, lest her 
brother should discover me iii that posture, 
and to spare her, for the present, upon a 
subject for which she was altogether unpre- 
pared In consequence of this remonstrance, 

I arose, assuring her I would rather die than 
disobey her , but, m the mean time, begged 
her to consider how precious the minutes ol 
this opportunity were, and what restraint I 
put upon my inclination in sacrificing them 
to her desire She smiled with unspeakable 
sweetness, and said there would be no v/ant 
of opportunities, provided I could maintain 
the good opinion her brother had conceived 
of me , and 1, enchanted by her charms, 
seized her hand, nhich I well nigh devoured 
with kisses But she checked my boldness 
with a seventy of countenance, and desired 
I would not so far forget myself or her as to 
endanger the esteem she had for me she 
reminded me of oar being aimost strangers 
to each other, and of the necessily there wav 
for her knowing me better before she could 
take any resolution in my favour , and, m 
short, mingled so much good sense and com- 
placency m her reproof, that I became as 
much enamoured of her understanding, as I 
had been before of her beauty, and asked 
pardon for my presumption with the utmost 
reverence of conviction She forgave inv 
offence with her usual affability , and sealed 
my pardon with a look so full of bewitching 
tenderness, that for some mmutes my senses 
were lust in ecstasy I afterwards endea- 
voured to regulate my behaviour according to 
her desire, and turn the conversation upon a 
more indifferent sub]ect, but her presence 
was an insurmountable obstacle to my design 
Whila 1 beheld so much excdlleiice, I found 
it impossible to call my attention from the 
contemplation of it I gazed with uniiUem- 
ble fondness , I grew» mad with admin* tion — 
“ My condition is insupportable cried I, “ I 
am distracted with passion , why are you so 
exquisitely fair ** why are you so enchantirglv 
good'* wny has nature dignified you with 
cliarms so much above the standard of 
women ^ and, wretch that I am, how dares 
my unworthiness aspire to the enjoyment of 
such perfection**” 

She was startled at my ravings, reasoned 
down my transport, and by her irresistible 
eloquence soothed my soul into a state of 
trancuil felicity , but, lest I might suffer a 
relapse, industriously promoted other sub- 
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jects to entertain my imagination She chid 
me for having omitted to inquire about her 
aunt, who (she assured me), in the midst of 
all her absence of temper, and detachment 
from common affairs, often talked of me with 
uncommon warmth 1 professed my venera* 
tion for the good lady, excused my omission, 
by imputing it to the violence of my love, 
which engrossed my whole soul, and desired 
to know the situation of her health upon 
which Ihe amiable Narcissa repeated what i 
had heard before of her marriage, with all 
the tendmmess for her reputation that the 
subiect would admit of, told me she lived 
with her husband hard by, and was so much 
afflicted with the dropsy and wasted by a 
consumption, that she had small hopes of 
her recovery Having expressed my sorrow 
for her distemper, I questioned her about my 
good friend Mrs Sagely, who I learned (to 
my great satisfaction) was still m good 
health, and who had, by the encomiums she 
bestowed upon me after I was gone, con- 
firmed the favourable impressions my beha- 
viourat parting had made on Narcissa’s heart 
Tbc circumstance introduced an inquiry into 
the conduct of Sir Timothy Thicket, who 
(she informed me) had found means to in- 
cense her brother so much against me, that 
she found it impossible to undeceive him, 
but, on the contrary, suffered very much in 
her own character by his scandalous insinu- 
ations that the whole parish was alarmed, 
and actually in pursuit of me , so that the 
had been in the utmost consternation upon 
iny account, well knowing how little my own 
innocence and her testimony would have 
weighed with the ignorance, pre]udice, and 
brutality, of those who must have judged me, 
had 1 been apprehended , that Sir Timothy, 
having been seized with a fit of apoplexy, 
from which with great difficulty he was re- 
covered, began to be apprehensive of death, 
and to prepare himself accordingly for that 
great event , as a step to which he sent for 
her brother, owned with great contrition the 
brutal design he had upon her, and of conse- 
quence acquitted rnc of the assault, robbery, 
and correspondence with her, which he laid 
to my charge , after which confossitn he 
lived about a month in a languishing con- 
dition, and was earned off by a second assault 
Every v^ord that this dear creature spoke 
riveted the chains with which she hold me 
enslaved my mischievous fancy bBgoix to 
work, and the tempest of my passion to wake 
again, when the return of Freeman destroyed 
the tempting opportunity, and enabled me 
to quell the rising tumult A little whde af- 
ter the squire staggered into the room rubbing 
his eyes,— and called for his tea, which he 
drank out of a small bowl, qualified with 
brandy, while we took it in the usual way 
N'arcissa left us in order to visit her aunt , 
and when Freeman and I propoeed to take 
our leave, 'lie lov-'iii'iei ms sted on ou- 


spending the evening at his house with such 
obstinacy of affection, that we were obliged 
to comply For my own part, I should have 
been glad of the invitation, by which (in all 
likelihood) 1 should be blessed with more of 
his sister’s company, had 1 not been afraid 
of risking her esteem by entering into a de- 
bauch of drinking with him — ^which, from the 
knowledge of his character, 1 foresaw would 
happen but there was no remedy 1 was 
forcM to rely upon the strength of my con- 
stitution, which 1 hoped would resist intoxi- 
cation longer than the squire’s — and to trust 
to the good nature and discretion of my mis- 
tress for the rest 

Our entertamer, resolving to begin by 
times, ordered the table to befurniBlied with 
liquor and glasses immediately after tea, but 
we absolutely refused to set in for drinking 
so soon, anft prevailed upon him to pass away 
an hour or two at whist, in which we engaged 
as soon as Narcissa returned The savage 
and I happened to be partners at first , and 
as my thoughts were wholly employed in a 
more interesting game, I played so ill, that 
he lost all patience, swore bitterly, and 
threatened to call for wine if they would not 
grant him another associate This desire 
was gratified, and Narcissa and I were of a 
side , he won for the same reason that made 
him lose before 1 was satisfied, my lovely 
partner did not repine, and the time slipped 
away very agreeably, until we were told tliat 
supper was served in another room 
The squire was enraged to find tho even- 
ing BO unprofitably spent, and wreaked his 
vengeance on the cards, which he tore, and 
committed to the flames with many execra- 
tions, threatening to make us redeem our 
loss with a large glass and quick circulation, 
and indeed we had no sooner supped, arirl 
my charmer withdrawn, than he began to 
put Ins threats in execution Three bottles 
of port (for he drank no other sort of wine) 
were placed before us, with at> many water- 
glasses, which were immediately filled to the 
brim, after his example, by each out of his 
respective allowance, and emptied in a trice, 
to the best in ChriHendorn Thougli 1 
swallowed this and the next as fast as tlie 
glass could be replenished, without hesitation 
or show of reluctance, I perceived that my 
brain would not be able to bear many bump- 
ers of tins sort , and, dreading tlie perseve- 
rance of a champion who b^gan with siith 
vigour, 1 determined to make up for the 
deficiency of my strength by a stratagem, 
which 1 actually put in practu e when the 
second course of bottles was called fur The 

wine being strong and heady, I was already 
a good dem discomposed by the dispatch we 
bad made. Freeman’s eyes began to reel, 
and Brum himself was elevated into a song;, 
which he uttered with great vociferation 
When I therefore saw the second round 
Iron fit I ac&j rcl a gay a i, lamed 



ADVENTURES OP RODERICK RANDOM 


171 


him with a French catch on the subject of after she had retired the night before from 
drmking, which, though he did not under- our company 1 could scarce bclicve' her 
stand It, delighted him highly , and, telling information, when she recounted her ca press 
him that your choice spirits at Pans never ions m iny favour, so much more warm and 
troubled themselves with glasses, asked if passionate were they than my most sdiiguine 
he had not a bowl or cup in the house that hopes had presaged, and was particularly 
would contain a whole quart of wine'* pleased to hear that she approved of my 
“ Odds niggers cried he, “ I have a silver behaviour to her brother after she withdrew 
caudle cup that holds just the quantity, for Transported at the news of my happiness, I 
all the world — ^fetch it hither, Numps ” presented my ring to the messenger, us a 
The vessel being produced I made hint de- testimony of my gratitude and satisfaction , 
cant his bottle into it, which he having done, but she was above su^h mercenary conside- 
I nodded in a very deliberate manner, and rations, and refused my compliment with 
said, — “ Pledge you ” He stared at me for some resentment, saying she was not a little 
some time, and crying, — ** What * all at one mortified to see my opinion of her so low 
pull, Measter Randan 1 answered, — *^At and contemptible 1 did myself a piece of 
one pull, sir,-^you are no milk-sop — we justice by explaining my behaviour on this 
shall do you justice ” Shall you,*' said head, and, to convince her of my esteem, 
he, shaking me by the hand, odd then Pll promised to be ruled by her directions in the 


see it out, an ’t were a mile to the bottom 
Here’s to our better acquaintance, Measter 
Randan ” So saying, he applied it to his 
lips, and emptied it in a breath I knew 
the efiect of it would be almost instantaneous , 
therefore, taking the cup, began to discharge 
my bottle into it, telling him he was now 
qualified to drink with the cham of Tartary 
1 had no sooner pronounced these words, 
than he took umbrage at them, and, after 
several attempts to spit, made shift to stutter 
out, — *‘A f—t for your chanis of T — Tartar) ' 
a am a f—f— free-born Englishman, worth 
th — ^threc thousand a-year, and v — value no 
man, damme *” Then dropping his jaw, 
and fixing his eyes, he hiccuped aloud,* and 
fell upon the floor, as mute as d ft<*under 
Mr Freeman, heartily glad at his defeat, as- 
sisted me in carrying him to bed, where we 
left him to the care of his servants, and went 
home to our respective habitations, congratu- 
lating each other on our good fortune 


CHAPTER LVIL 

Miss Williams informs me of Narcissa^s 
approbation of my flame — 1 appease the 
squire — write to my mistress, am blessed 
with an answer — beg leave of her brother 
to dance with her at a bail , obtain his 
consent and hers — enjoy a private con~ 
versation with her — am perplexed with 
reflections — have the honour of appearing 
her partner at a baU — we are complimenU 
ed by a certain nobleman — he discovers 
some symptoms of a passion for Narcissa 
— I am stung with jealousy^Narcissa, 
alarmed, retires — I observe Melinda in 
the company — the squire is captivated by 
her beauty 

I WAS met next morning, at the usual place, 
by Miss Williams, who gave me joy of the 
pTvigress I bad made in the affection of her 
mistress and blessed me with an account of 
that dear creature’s conversation with Jicr, 


prosecution of the whole affair, which 1 had 
so much at heart, that the repose of my life 
depended upon the consequence 

As I fervently wished for another inter- 
view, where I might pour out the cflTusions 
of my love without danger of being inter- 
rupted, and perhaps reap some endearing 
return from the queen of my desires, 1 im- 
plored lier udvico and assistance in promoting 
this event , but she gave me to understand, 
that Narcissa would make no precipitate 
compliances of this kind, and that 1 would 
do well to cultivate her brother's acquaint- 
ance, in the course of which I should not 
want opportunities of removing tJidt reserve 
which my mistress thought herself obliged 
to maintain during the infancy of our corrt s- 
pondence In the mean time she promised 
to tell her ladv, that I had endeavoured, by 
presents and pei suasions, to prevail upon 
her (Miss Williams) to deliver a letter from 
me, which she had refused to charge herself 
with until she should know^ Narcissa’s senti- 
ments of the matter, and said, by these 
means she did not doubt of being able to 
open a literary communication between us, 
which could not fail of introducing more 
intimate connexions 

I approved of her counsel, and our appoint- 
ment being renew cd for next day, left her 
withfan intent of falling upon some method 
of being reconciled to the squire, who, 1 
supposed, would be offended with the trick 
we had put upon him With this view, I 
consulted Freeman, who, from his know- 
ledge of the fox-hunter’t» disposition, assured 
me there was no other method of pacifying 
him, than that of sacrificing ourselves for 
one night to an equal match with him in 
drinking This expedient 1 found myself 
necessitated to comply with for the interest 
of my passion, and therefore determined to 
commit the debauch at my own lodgings, 
that I might run no risk of being discovoied 
bv Narcissa in a state of brutal degeneracy 
Mr 1^6‘eman, who was to be of the jiartv, 
w eiit at m) desire, to the squire, 1 1 order to 
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CBga^ him, while I took care to furnish 
myself for his reception My invitation was 
accepted, my gueste honoured me with their 
company m tlie evening, when Brum gave 
me to understand that he had drank many 
tuns of wine in his life, but was never served 
such a trick as 1 had played upon him the 
night before 1 promised to atone for my 
trespass, and having ordered to every man 
his bottle, began the contest with a bumper 
to the health of Narcissa The toasts circu- 
lated with great devotion, tlie liquor began 
to operate, our mirth grew noisy, and as 
Freeman and I had the advantage of drmking 
small French claret, the savage was effectu- 
ally tamed before our senses were iii the 
least affected, and carried home in an apo- 
plexy of drunkenness 

1 was next morning, as usual, favoured 
with a visit from my kind and punctual con- 
fidante, who telling me she was permitted to 
receive my letters for her mistress, 1 took up 
iTiy pen immediately, and following the first 
dictates of my passion, wrote as follows — , 

“ Dear Madam, ' 

“ Were it possible for tlie powers of utter- 
ance to reveal the soR emotions of my soul, 
the fond anxiety, the glowing hopes, the 
chilling fears, that rule my breast by turns, 
f should need no other witness than this 
paper to evince the purity and ardour of that 
flame your charms have kindled in my 
heart But, alas' expression wrongs my 
love ' 1 am inspired with conceptions that 
no language can convey * Your beauty fills 
me with wonder, your understanding with 
ravishment, and your goodness with adora- 
tion* I am transported with desire, dis- 
tracted with doubts, and tortured with impa- 
tience ' Suffer me, then, lovely arbitress of 
my fate, to approach you in person, to 
breathe in soR murmurs my passion to 
your ear, to offer the sacrifice of a heart 
overflowing with the most genuine and dis- 
interested love, to gaze with ecstasy on the 
divine object of my wishes, to hear the music 
of her enchanting tongue, and to rejoice in 
lier smiles of approbation, which will banish 
the most intolerable suspense from the bosom 
of your enraptured 0 

“ R R 

Having hmshed this effusion, 1 committed 
it to the care ot my faithful friend, with an 
injunction to second my entreaty with all 
her eloquence and influence, and, in the 
mean time, went to dress, with an intention 
of visiting Mrs Snapper and Miss, whom I 
had utterly neglected, and indeed almost 
forgot, since my dear Narcissa had resumed 
the empire of my soul The old gentlewo- 
man received me veiy kindly, and miss 
affected a frankness and gaiety, which, how- 
ever, I could easily perceive were forced and 
dissembled, among other things, she pre- 
tended to joke me upon my passion for 
Narcissa, which she averred was no secret. 


and asked if 1 intended to dance with her at 
the next assembly I was a good deal con- 
cerned to find myself become the town-talk 
on this subject, lest the squire, having notice 
of my inclinations, should disapprove of 
them, and, by breaking off all correspond- 
ence with me, deprive me of the opportuni- 
ties 1 now enjoyed But I resolved to use 
the interest 1 had with him while it lasted , 
and that very night, meeting him occasion- 
ally,^ asked hiB permission to solicit her 
company at the ball, which he very readily 
granted, to my inexpressible satisfaction 

Having been kept awake the greatest part 
of the night by a thousand delightful reveries 
tliat took possession of my fancy, 1 got up 
by times, qnd, flying to the place of rendez- 
vous, had m a litUe time the pleasure of 
seeing Miss YV illiams approach with a smile 
on her countenance, which I interpreted into 
a good omen Neither was 1 mistaken m 
my presage , she presented me with a letter 
fiom the idol of my soul, which, after having 
kissed It devoutly, I opened with the ixtmost 
eagerness, and was blessed with her appro- 
bation in these terms — 

“ Sir, 

“ To say I look upon you with indifference, 
would be a piece of dissimulation, which 1 
think no decorum requires, and no custom 
can justify As my heart never felt an im- 
pression that my tongue was ashamed to 
declare, I will not scruple to own myself 
pleased with your passion, confident of your 
integrity, and so well convinced of my own 
discretion, that I should not hesitate in 
granting you ihe interview you desire, were 
1 not overawed by the prying curiosity of a 
malicious world, the censure of which might 
be fatally prejudicial to the reputation of your 
“ Narcissa ” 

No anchonte in the ecstasy of devotion 
ever adored a reliqiie with more fervour than 
that with which I kissed this inimitable 
proof of my charmer’s candour, generosity, 
and affection I read it over a hundred 
times , was ravished with her confession in 
the beginning , but the subscription of your 
Narcissa yielded me such delight as 1 had 
never felt before My happiness was still 
increased by Miss Williams, who blessed me 
with a repetition of her lady’s tender ex- 
pressions in my favour, when she received 
and read my letter In short, 1 bad all the 
reason in the world to believe that this gen- 
tle creature’s bosom was possessed by a 
passion tor me, as warm, though pc rhaps not 
so impetuous, as mine for her 

I informed my fnend of the squire’s con- 
sent to my dancmg with Narcissa at the ball, 
and desired her to tell her mistress, that 1 
would do myself the honour of visiting her 
in the afternoon, in consequence of Ins per- 
mission, when 1 hoped to find her as indul- 
gent as her brother had been complaisant in 
that particular Miss Williainb exjiressed a 
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^ood deal of joy at hearing I was so much 
m fa\our with the fo.i-hunter, and ventured 
to assure me, that my visit would be very 
agreeable to my mistress, the rather because 
Brum was engaged to dine abroad This 
was a circumstance which I scarce need say 
pleased me 1 went immediately to the 
lorg-room, where I found him, and, affecting 
to know nothing of his engagement, told 
him, I would do myself the pleasure to wait 
upon him in the auernoon, and preseift his 
sister with a ticket for the bidl He shook 
me by the hand, according to custom, and, 
giving me to understand that he was to dine 
abroad, desired me to go and drink tea with 
Narcissa notwithstanding, and promised to 
jirepare her for my visit in the mean time 
Every thing succeeding thus to my wish, 
I waited with incredible impatience for the 
time, which no sooner arrived than I has- 
tened to the scene, which my fancy had 
prc-occupied long before I was introduced 
accordingly to the dear enchantress, whom 
I found accompanied by Miss Williams, who, 
on pretence of ordering tea, retired at my 
‘pproach This favourable accident, which 
alarmed my whole soul, disordered her also 
I found myself actuated by an irresistible 
impulse , 1 advanced to her with eagerness 
and awe, and, profiting by the confusion that 
jirevailcd over her, clasped the fair angel in 
my arms and imprinted a glowing kiss upon 
her lips, more soft and fragrant than the 
dewy rose-bud just bursting from the st^m 
Her face was in an instant covered with 
blushes — her eyes sparkled with resentment 
— I threw myself at her feet, and implored 
licr pardon Her love became an advocate 
in my cause , her look softened into forgive- 
ness , she raised me up, and chid me with so 
much sweetness of displeasure, that 1 should 
have been tempted to repeat the offenee, had 
not the coming m of a servant with the tea- 
board prevented my presumption While 
we were subject to be interrupted or over- 
heard, wc conversed about the approaching 
ball, at which she promised to grace me as a 
partner , but w^hen the equipage w^as removed, 
and we were left aJonc, I resumed the more 
interestmgtheinc, and expressed myself with 
such transport and pgitation, that my mis- 
tress, fearing I would commit some extrava- 
gance, rung the bell for her maid, whom she 
detained in the room as a check upon my 
V iv acitv I w'as not sorry for this precaution, 
because I could unbosom myself without re- 
lerve before Miss Wilbams, who was the 
confidante of ns both I therefore gave a 
loose to the inspirations of my passion, which 
operated so Bucce6BfiillJ“ upon the tender 
affections of Narcissa, that she laid aside the 
constraint she had Intherto worn, and blessed 
me with the most melting declaration of her 
mutual flame It was impossible for me to 
forbear taking the advantage of this endear- 
ing condescension She nov^ gently yielded 


to my embraces, while I, encircling all that 
I held dear within my arms, tasted in advance 
the joys of that paradise I hoped in a little 
time wholly to possess We spent the after- 
noon in all the ecstasy of hope, that the most 
fervent love, exchanged by mutual vowf, 
could inspire, and Miss Williams was so 
much affected with our chaste caresses, which 
recalled the sad remembrance of what shi 
was, that her eyes w^ere hlled with tears 

The evening being pretty far advanced, I 
forced myself from the dear object of my 
dame, who indulged me in a tender embrace 
at parting , and, repairing to my lodgings, 
communicated to my friend Strap every cir- 
cumslance of my happiness, which filled limi 
with so much pleasure, that it ran over at his 
eyes , and he prayed heartily, that no envious 
devil might, as formerly, dash the cup of 
blessing from my lip W hen 1 reflected on 
what had happened, and especially on the 
unreserved protestations of Narcissa’s love, 
I could not help being amazed at her omit- 
ting to inquire into the particular circum- 
stances of the life and fortune of one whom 
she had favoured with her affeclion , and 1 
began to be a little anxious about the situ- 
ation of her finances, well knowing that I 
should do an irreparable injury to the person 
my soul held most dear, if I bboiild espouse 
her, without being able to support her in the 
rank which wa*? certainly her due 1 had 
heard, indeed, while I served her aunt, that 
her father had left her a considemblc sum, 
and that every body believed she would in- 
herit the greatest part of her kinswoman b 
dowry , but I did not know how' far sho might 
he restricted by the old gentleman’s w'lll in 
the enjoyment of what he left her , and I w^as 
too well informed of the virtuoso’s late con 
duct, to think my mistress could have any 
expectations front that quarter I confided, 
however, in the good sense and policy of my 
charmer, who, I was sure, would not consent 
to unite her fate with mine, before she had 
fully considered and provided for the con- 
sequence 

The ball-night being arrived, I dressed 
mvself m a suit I had reserved for some 
grainf occasion , and, having drank tea w ith 
Narcissa and her brother, conducted mv 
angel to the scene, where she in a moment 
eclipsed all herfeinale competitors for beauty, 
and attracted the admiration of the whole 
assembly My heart dilated with pride on 
this occasion, and my triumph rejected all 
bounds, when, after we had danced togellu r 
a certain nobleman, remarkable for his figure 
and influence in the beau mondr, came up 
and, in the hearing of all present, honourert 
us with a very particular compliment upon 
our accomplishments and appearance, but 
this transport was soon checked, when I 
perceived his lordship attach himself with 
great assiduity to my niistress and sav some 
warm ’hings, which I thought savoured too 
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much of passion It was then I began to 
fee] the pan^ of jealousy*^! drcad^ the 
power and address of my rival — I sickened 
at his discourse When she opened her lips 
to answer, my heart died within me , when 
she smiled, 1 felt the pains of the damned 
1 Was enraged at his presumption , 1 cursed 
her complaisance : at length he quitted her, 
and went to the other side of the room 
Narcissa suspecting nothing of the rage that 
inflamed me, put some questions to me as 
soon as he was gone, to which 1 made no 
leply, but assum^ a grim look, which too 
well denoted the agitation of my breast, and 
surprised her not a little She no sooner 
observed my emotion, than she changed co- 
lour, and asked what ailed me , but before I 
could make answer, her brother, pulling me 
by the sleeve, bade me take notice of a lady 
who sat fronting us, whom I immediately, to 
my vast astonishment, distinguished to he 
Melinda, accompanied by her mother, and 
an elderly gentleman whom I did not know 
* Wounds ' Mr Randan,” cned the squire, 
** IS she not a delicate piece of stuff ’Sdeath ’ 
i have a good mind—if I thought she was a 
single person ” Notwithstanding the jper- 
plexity I was m, I bad reflection enough to 
foresee that my passion might suffer greatly 
by the presence of this lady, who in all pro- 
bability would revenge herself upon me for 
having formerly disgraced her, by spreading 
icports to my prejudice 1 was therefore 
alarmed at these symptoms of the squire's 
admiration, and for some time did not know 
what reply to make, when he asked my 
opinion of her beauty at length I came to a 
determination, and told him that her name 
was Melinda, and that she had a fortune 
of ten thousand pounds and was said to 
be under promise of mama^ to a certain 
lord, who deferred his nuptials a few montlis, 
until he should be of age I thought this 
piece of intelligence, which I had myself in- 
vented, would have hindered him efiectuaUy 
from entertaining any farther thou^its of 
lier , but 1 was egregiously mistaken The 
fox-hunter had too much self-sufEciency to 
despair of success against any competitor on 
earth he therefore made light of her engage- 
ment, saying, with a smile of self-approba- 
tion, — “ Mavliap she will change her mind— 
w hat signifies his being a lord I think my- 
self as ^od a man as e’er a lord m Chmten- 
dom, — and Pll see if a commoner wmth 
three thousand a-year won't servo her lurn/* 
This determination startled me not a littie^ 
1 knew he would soon discover the conttaiTy 
of what I advanced, and as I believed be 
would find her ear open to his addresses, did 
not doubt of meeting with every obstacle in 
my amour that her malice coula invent, and 
her tnfiuence execute This reflection in- 
creased my chagrin My vexation was evi- 
deof Narr issa insisted on going home im- 
mediately , and, as I led her to the door, her 


noble admirer, with a look full of languish- 
ment, directed to her a profound bow, which 
stung me to the soul Before she went into 
the chair, she asked, with an appearance of 
concern, what was the matter with me , 
and I could pronounce no more than — ‘ By 
heaven * I'm distracted ” 


CHAPTER LVIII 

r 

Tortured with jealousy, I go home and 
abase Stray — receive a message from 
Narcissa, in consequence of which I has^ 
ten to her apartment, where her endear- 
ing assurances banish all my doubts and 
apprehensions — in my retreat discover 
somebody in the dark, whom, suspecting 
to he a spy, I resolve to kill , hut, to my 
great surprise, am convinced of hi^ being 
no other than Strap — Melinda slanders 
me — I become acquainted with Lord Qui- 
verwit, who endeavours to sound me with 
regard to Narcissa^the squire is intro- 
duced to kts lordship, and grows cold to- 
wards me-^I learn fi om my confidante, 
that this nobleman professes honourahh 
love to my mistress, who continues faith- 
^ful to me, notwithstanding the scandalous 
reports she has heard to my prejudice — 
I am mortified with an assurance that 
her whole fortune depends iwm the ptea- 
sure of her brother — Mr Freeman tun- 
doles me on the decline of my charactci , 
which I vindicate so much to kts satis- 
faction, that he undertakes to combat 
fame in my behalf 

Haying uttered this exclamation, at whu li 
she sighed, I went home in the condition 
of a frantic bedlamite, and finding the fiie 
in my apartment almost cxtinguishod, vented 
my fury upon poor Strap, whose car I pinched 
with such violence, that he roared hideously 
with paui, and, when I quitted my hold, 
looked so foolishly aghast, that no uncon- 
cerned spectator could have seen him, with- 
out being seized with an immoderate fit of 
laughter It is true, I was soon sensible of 
the injury I had done, and asked pardon for 
the outrage I h&d committed, upon which 
iny faithful valet, shaking his head, said, — 
♦‘I forgive you, and may God forgive you ” 
But he could not help shedding some tears 
at my unkindness 1 felt unspeakable re- 
morse for what I had done, cursed my own 
ingratitude, and considered his tears as a 
reproach that my soul, in her prestnt disturb- 
ance, could not bear It set all my passions 
into a ferment, P swore horrible oaths with- 
out meaning or application, I foamed at the 
mouth, kicked the chairs about the room, 
and played abundance of mad pranks, that 
frightened my fhend almost out of his senses. 
At length my transport subsided, I became 
melancholy, aud wept insensibly 



175 


ADVENTURES OF RODERICK RANDOM 


During my state of dejection, 1 was sur- 
prised with the appearance of Miss Wil- 
hams, whom Strap, blubbering all the while, 
had conducted into the chamber, without 
giving me previous notice of her approach 
She was extremely affected with my condi- 
tion, which she had learned from him, beg- 
ged me to moderate my passion, suspend 
my conjectures, and follow her to Narcissa, 
who desired to see me forthwith That 
dear name operated upon me like a cHhrm 
1 started up, and without opening my lips, 
was conducted into her apakment tmxiugh 
the garden, which we entered by a private 
door 1 found the adorable creature in tears 
1 was melted at the sight — we contmued 
silent for some time — ^my heart was too 
to speak — ^her snowy bosom heaved with fond 
resentment, — at last she sobbing cned, — 
“ What have I done to disoblige you **” My 
heart was pierced with the tender question ' 
1 drew near with the utmost reverence of 
affection ' — I fell upon my knees before her, 
and, kissing her hand, exclaimed,— O * 
thou art all goodness and perfection ' I am 
undone by my want of merit ' — I am unwor- 
thy to possess thy charms, which heaven 
hath destined for the arms of some more 
favoured being ” She guessed the cause of 
my disquiet, upbraided me gently for mv 
suspicion, and gave me such flattermg as- 
surances of her eternal fidelity, that all my 
doubts and fears forsook me, and peace and 
satibidction reigned within my breast 

At midnight I left the fair nymph to iier 
repose, and being let out by Miss Williams, 
dt the garden gate by \\ Inch 1 entered, began 
to explore my way homeward in the dark, 
when 1 heard at my back a noise like that 
of a baboon when he mews and chatters 1 
turned instantly, and perceiving something 
black, concluded I was discovered by some 
spy employed to watch for that purpose 
aroused at this conjecture, by which the re- 
putation of the virtuous Narcissa appeared 
m jeopardy, 1 drew my sword, and would 
have sacrificed him to her fame, had not the 
voice of Strap restrained my arm it was 
with great difficulty he could pronounce, — 
“ D — d— do ’ mum — ^um — urn — murder me, if 
you please ” Such an effect had the cold 
upon hiB jaws, that his teeth rattled like a 
pair of castanets Pleased to be thus un- 
deceived, I laughed at his consternation, and 
asked what brought him thitlier'* upon which 
he gave me to understand, that his concern 
for me had induced him to follow me to tiiat 
place, where the same reason had detained 
liim till now , and he frankly owned, that, m 
spite of the esteem he had for Miss Wil- 
liams, he began to be ve^y uneasy about me, 
considering the disposition in which I went 
abroad, and if 1 had staid much longer, would 
have certainly alarmed the neighbourhood in 
my behalf The knowledge of this his inten- 
tion confounded me I repiesented to him 


the mischievous consequences that would 
have attended such a rash action, and cau- 
tioning him severely agamst any such design 
for the future, concluded my admonition with 
an assurance, that in case he should ever act 
so madly, I would, without hesitation, put 
him to death **Have a little patience,*’ 
cned he in a lamentable tone, ^*your dis- 
pleasure will do the business, without your 
committing murder” I was touched witli 
this reproach , and, as soon as we got home, 
made it my business to appease him, by ex- 
plaining the cause of that transport during 
which I had used him so unworthily 
Next day, when 1 went mto the long-room, 
1 observed several whispers circulate ail of a 
sudden, and did not doubt that Melinda had 
been busy with my character but I consoled 
myself with the love of Narcissa, upon which 
1 rested with the most perfect confidence, 
and going up to the rowly-powly table, won 
a few pieces from my suspected rival, who, 
with an easy politeness, entered into con- 
versation with me, and desiring my company 
at tlie coffeehouse, treated me with tea and 
chocolate I remembered Strut well, and 
guarded against his insinuating behaviour, 
nor was my suspicion wrong placed , he art- 
fully turned the discourse upon Narcissa, and 
endeavoured, by hinting at an intrigue he 
pretended to be engaged in elsewhere, to 
learn what connection there was between 
her and me But all his finesse was inef- 
fectual , I was convinced of his dissimula- 
tion, and ^ve such general answers to his 
inqujncs, that he was forced to drop the sub- 
ject and talk of something else 
While wo conversed in this manner, the 
sa\a^e came in with another gentleman, 
who introduced him to his lordship , and he 
was received wuth such peculiar marks of 
distinction, that I was persuaded the courtier 
intended to use hun in some shape or other , 
and from thence Idn^w an unlucky omen 
But 1 had more cause to be dismayed the 
following day, when 1 saw the squire in 
company with Melinda and her mother, who 
honoured me with several disdainful glances, 
and w^hen I afterwards threw myself in his 
way,* instead of the cordial snake of the 
hand, he returned my salute with a cold re- 
petition of — “ Servant, servant which he 
pronounced with such indifference, or rather 
contempt, that, if he had not been Narcissa *3 
brother, I should have affronted him in public 
These occurrences disturbed me not a 
little 1 foresaw the brooding storm, and 
armed myself with resolution for the oc- 
casion , but Narcissa being at stake, I was 
far from being resigned I could have re- 
nounced every other comfort of life vvitJr 
some degree of fortitude , but the prospect of 
losing her disabled all my philosopln , and 
tortured my soul into madness 

Mips Williams found me next morning 
full of anxious tumult, which did not abate 
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when she told me, that my Lord Q»aiverwit, 
having profeBsed honourable intentions, had 
been introduced to my lovely mistress by her 
brother, who had, at the same time, from the 
information of Melinda, epoken of me as an 
Irish fortune-hunter, without either birth or 
estate , who supported myself m t^e appear- 
ance of a genuejnsn by warping and other 
infamous prac^ioes ; and who was of ancb an 
obscure ori^, thaJt 1 did not even know my 
own extradtion^ Thou|^ 1 eapected all this 
malice, 1 could not hear it with temper, es- 
pecially as truth was so blended with false- 
liood in the assertion, that it would be al- 
most impossible to separate the one from the 
other m my vindication But I said nothing 
on this head, being in^tient to know how 
Nareissa had been affected with the disco- 
very That generous creature, far from be- 
lieving these imputations, was no sooner 
withdrawn with her confidante, than she in- 
veighed with great warmth against the ma- 
levolence of the woild, to wmch only she 
ascribed the whole of what had been said to 
my djsadvanta^ , and calling every circum- 
stance of my behaviour to her into review 
before her, found «vefy thing so polite, hon- 
ourable, and niBinterested, that she could 
not harbour the least doubt of my being the 
gentleman I assumed. **I have indeed,” 
said she, ** purposely forbore to ask the par- 
ticulars of his life, lest the recapitulation of 
some misfortunes which he has undergone 
should give him pain and as to the article 
of his fortune, I own myself equally afraid of 
inquiring into it, and of discovering the situ- 
ation of my own, lest we should find^ourselves 
lioth unhappy in the explanation , for alas ' 
my provision is conditional, and depends 
entirely on my marrying with my brother’s 
consent 

1 was thunderstruck with this intelligence, 
the light forsook my eyes, the colour van- 
ished from my cheeks, and I remained in a 
state of universal trepidation My female 
tnend, perceiving my disorder, encouraged 
me with assurances of Narcissa’s constancy, 
and the hope of some accident favourable to 
our love , and, as a Anther consolation, gave 
me to understand, that she had acquainted 
my mistress with the outlines of my life , 
and, that, although she was no stranger to 
the present low state of my finonc^, her 
love and esteem were rather increased 
diminished by the knowledge of my 
stances 1 was greatly comforted by Ihie 
assurance, which saved me' a world of oon- 
fusioii and anxiety for 1 must hav$iinpSfted 
my situation one day to Nareissa , and th» 
task t could not have performed without 
shame and disorder. ^ ^ 

As t did not doubt that, by this time^ the 
scandalous aspersions of Melinda were dif- 
iiised all over the town, I resolved to eolket 
my whole strength of assurance, to browbeat 
the edbrts of her malice, and to publish her 


adventure with the frenchified barber, by 
way of reprisal In the mean time, having 
promised to be at the garden gate about 
midnight, Miss Williams took her leave, bid- 
ding me repose myself entirely on the affec- 
tion of my dear Nareissa, which was as per- 
feet as inviolable Before I went abroad , I 
was visited by Freeman, who came on pur- 
pose to inform me of the infamous stones 
that were raised at my expense 1 lieard 
thedl with great temper, and in my turn dis- 
closed every thing that hod happened be- 
tween Melinda and me , and, among other 
circumstances, entertained him with the story 
of the barber, letting him know what share 
his friend Banter htS in that affair He was 
'convinced of the injury my reputation had 
sudered , and no longer doubting the fountain 
drom whence this deluge of slander had 
flowed upon me, undertook to undeceive the 
town in my behalf, and roll the stream back 
upon its source , but, in the mean time, cau- 
tioned me from appeanng in public while 
the prepossession was so strong against me, 
lest 1 should meet with some am'ont that 
might have bad consequences 

CHAPTER LIX 

I reettve an extraordinary message at tin 
door of the Img^room^ which I however 
enter^ and afront the squire^ who threat- 
ens to take the law of me — rebuke Me- 
linda for her malice — she weeps with 
vexation — Lord Quiverwit is severe upon 
me-~^I retort his sarcasm — am received 
With the utmost tenderness by Nareissa t 
who desires to hear the story of my life — 
we vow eternal constancy to one another — 
I retire — am waked by a messenger, who 
brings me a challenge from Quiverwit, 
whom I meet, engage, and vanquish 

1 THXNKBD him for his advice, which, hoi\- 
ever,'my pride and resentment would not 
permit me to follow , for he no sooner left 
me, in urder to do justice my character 
among his friends and acquaintance, than I 
saliied out, and went directly to the long- 
room 1 was met at the door by a servant, 
who presented to me a billet without a sub- 
sqnption, importing that my presence was 
disweeable to the company, and desiring 1 
would take the hint without further disturb, 
ance, and bestow myself elseuhere for the 
Ibtute* This peremptory message filled me 
With indignation. 1 followed the fellow who 
delivered it, and seizing him by the collar, m 
presence of all the company, threatened to put 
him instantly to death, if ne did not discover 
the scoundrel who had charged him with 
such on impudent commission, that 1 might 
punish him as he deserved The messenger, 
affrighted at my menaces and furious looks, 
fell upon his Itnees, and told me, that the 



177 


ADVENTURES OP RODERICK RANDOM 


gentleman who ordered him to deliver the 
letter was no other than Narcissa’s brother, 
who) at that time, stood at the other end of 
the room, talking to Melindti I went up to 
him immediately, and, in the heanng of his 
inamorata, accosted him in these words^ 
** Look’ee, squire, was it not for one consi- 
deration that protects you from my resent- 
ment, I would cane you where you stand, 
for having bad the presumption to send me 
this scurrilous intimation which I toft to 
pieces, and threw in his face , at the same 
tune darting an angry remd at his mistress, 
I told her, I was sorry she had put it out of 
my power to compliment her upon her in- 
vention, but at the expense of tier good 
nature and veracity Her admirer, whose 
coura^ never rose but in proportion to the 
wine he had swallowed, mstead of resenting 
iijy address in what is called an honourable 
way, threatened to prosecute me for an as- 
sault, and took witnesses accordingly , while 
she, piqued at his pusillanimous behaviour, 
and enraged at the sarcasm 1 had uttered 
against her, endeavoured to make her quar- 
rel a public cause, and wept alOud with spite 
and vexation The tears of a lady could not 
fail of attracting the notice and concern of 
th^ spectators, to whom she complained of 
my rudeness with great bitterness, saying, 
if she was a man, I durst not use her so 
The greatest part of the gentlemen, already 
prejudiced against me, were offended at the 
liberty 1 bad taken, as appeared from their 
looks , though none of them signified their 
disgust any other way, except my Lord Qui- 
vcrwit, who ventured to say, with a sneer, 
that 1 was in the right to establish my own 
character, of which he had now no longer 
any doubt Nettled at this severe equivoque, 
winch raised a laugh at my expense, I replied 
with some warmth, — “ I am proud of having 
in that particular got the start of your lord- 
ship ” He made no answer to my repartee, 
but, with a contemptuous smile, walked off, 
leaving me in a very disagreeable situation 
In vain did 1 make up to several people 
of my acquaintance, whose conversation, I 
hoped, would banish my confusion, every 
body shunned me like a person infected, and 
1 should not have been able to bear my dis- 
grace, had not the idea of the evcr-faithful 
and fond Nareissa come to my relief I 
quitted the scene of my mortification, and 
sauntering about the town, happened to wake 
from my contemplation, when I found myself 
just opposite to a toy-shop, which I entered, 
and purchased a ring set with a ruby in the 
form of a heart, surrounded diamond 
sparks, for which I paid ten guineas, intend- 
ing it for a present to the charmer of my soul 
I was introduced, at the hour appointed, 
to this divine creature, who, notwithstanding 
what she had heard to my disadvantage, 
received me with the utmost confidence and 
tenderness and having been infonned of the 
4 


general sketches of my lifehy Miss Williams, 
expressed a desire of knowing the particu- 
lar circumstances, which 1 related with 
great candour, omitting, however, some 
things, that I concluded altogether improper 
for her ear, and which the reader’s reflection 
will easily suggest As my story was little 
else than a recital of misfortunes, the tear of 
sympathy ceased not to trickle down her 
enchanting eyes duni^ the whole of the nar- 
ration, which, when l had finished, she re- 
compensed me for my trouble with the most 
endearing protestations of eternal love She 
bewailed her restricted condition, as it was 
the ipeans of retarding my happiness , told 
me, that Lord Quiverwit, by her brother’s 
permission, had been to dnnk tea with her 
that very afternoon, and actually proposed 
marriage , and seeing me extremely afifected 
with this piece of information, ofiTered to 
give me a convincing proof of her aflection, 
oy espousing me in pnvate, and leaving the 
rest to fate I was penetrated with this in- 
stance of her regard, but that I might not be 
outdone in generosity, resisted the bewitch- 
ing temptation, in consideration of her ho- 
nour and interest , at the same time, I pre- 
sented my rmg as a pledge of my inviolable 
attachment, and on my knees implored 
Heaven to shower its curses on my head, if 
ever my heart should entertain one thought 
unworthy of the passion I then avowed She 
received my token, gave me in return her 
picture in miniature, exquisitely drawn, and 
set m gold , and in the same posture called 
Heaven to witness and to judge her flame 
Our vows being thus reciprocally breathed, 
a confidence of hope ensued, and our mu- 
tual fondnes«9 becoming as intimate as inno- 
cence would allow, I grew insensible of the 
progress of tune, and it was morning before 
I could tear myself from this darling of my 
soul My good angel foresaw what would 
happen, and permitted me to indulge myself 
on this occasion, in consideration of the fa- 
tal absence I was doomed to sufier 
I went to bed immediately on my return 
to my lodging, and having slept about two 
hours, was awakened by Strap, who, in 
great sconfusion, told me there was a foot- 
man below with a letter, which he would 
deliver to nobody hut myself Alarmed at 
this piece of news, 1 desired my friend to 
show him up to ray chamber, and received 
the following letter, which, he said, required 
an immediate answer 
“ Sir, * 

** When any man injures my honour, let 
the difference of ramk between us be ever 
so great, I am contented to wave the pnvi- 
lege of my quality, and to seek reparation 
from him on equal terms The insolence of 
our reply to me yesterday m the long-roorn 
mignt have overlooked, had not your pre- 
surapt ve emulation m a much more interest- 
ing aflair, and a discovery which I made this 
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morning, concurred in persuading me to chas- 
tise your audacity with my sword If you 
therefore have spirit enough to support the 
character you assume, you wiH not fail to fol- 
low the bearer immediately to a convenient 
place, where you shall be met by 

“ QUIVBRWIT ” 

Whether I was oneif^ated by the love and 
favour of Narcisia, or awed by the superior 
station of iny anta^nist# 1 know not, but I 
never had less indmation to light than at 
this tune . however, finding there was a ne- 
cessity for vindieating the reputation of my 
mistress, as well as for asserting my own hon- 
our, i forthwith arose, and dressing in a hurry, 
puti>i| my sword, bade Strap attend me, and 
set but with my conductor, cursing rny bad 
fortune all the way, for havmg been observed 
m ray return from my angel for so I inter- 
preted his lonlship*s disco veiy When J 

came within sight of my rival, his lacquey 
told me he had orders to stop , upon which 
I commanded Strap to halt also, while I 
walked forward, resolving, if possible, to 
come to an explanation with my challenger, 
before we should come to battle Nor was 
an opportunity wanting , for 1 no sooner ap- 
proached, than he asked, with,a stern coun- 
tenance, what business I bad in Mr Tope- 
hall’s garden so early in the morning 1 
don’t know, my lord,*’ said I “ how to answer 
a question put to me with such magisterial 
haughtiness If your lordship will please to 
expostulate calmly, you will have no cause 
to repent of your condescension , otherwise, 
I am not to be intimidated into any confess- 
ion ” “ There is no room for denial,” an- 
swered he , I saw you come out with my 

own eyes ” “ Did any other person see 
me said I “I neither know nor care,” 
said he, ** I want no other evidence than 
that of my own senses ” Pleased to hear 
that the suspicion was confined to him 
alone, I endeavoured to appease ^iis jealousy 
by owning an intrigue with the waiting- 
maid , bm he had too much discernment to 
he so easily imposed upon, and told me there 
was only one way to convince him of the 
truth of what I alleged, which was no other 
than renouncing all claim to NarcissaiHipon 
oath, and promising, upon honour, nqver tp 
anMk to her for the future Exasperated at 
Ij^is proposal, 1 unsheathed my sword, aay- 
ilAg, — ” Heavens » what title have fodn, or 
may man on earth, to impose such terms upjcm 
me He did the same, and making towarda' 
me w|th a contracted brow, said I waa^a 
viUain, and had dishonoured Narcissa ** 
a scandalous villain,” I replied, in a tra&s- 
part nf ftiry, who brands me with that ira- 
pt^Uon * Slie IS a thousand times 
chaste than the mother that bore you ; and 1 
Will assert her honour with my hea^^s 
blood so saying, I rushed upon him with 
more eagerness than address, and endeavour- 
ing to get ndthm fiis point, received a wound 


m my neck, which redoubled my rage He 
excelled me in temper as well as m skill, by 
which means he parried my thrusts with great 
calmness, until I had almost exhausted my 
spirits , and when he perceived me beginning 
to flag, attacked me fiercely in his turn 
Finding himself however better opposed 
than he expected, he resolved to follow his 
longe, and Jose with me, accordingly his 
swofd entered my waistcoat, on the side of 
the Ivreast-bone, and running up between my 
shirt and skin, appeared over my left shoul- 
der I imagined that his weapon had perfo- 
rated my lungs, and of consequence that the 
wound was mortal , therefore, determined not 
to die unrevenged, 1 seized his shell, which 
was close to my breast, before he could dis- 
entangle bis point, and keeping it fast with 
my left hand, shortened my own sword with 
my right, intending to run him through the 
heart, but he received the thrust m the left 
arm, which penetrated up to the shoulder- 
blade Disappointed m this expectation, 
and afraid still that death would frubtrate 
my revenge, I grappled with him, and being 
much the stronger, threw him upon the 
ground, where I wrested his sword out of his 
hand , and, so great was my confusion, in- 
stead of turning the point upon him, struck 
out three of his foreteeth with the hilt In 
the mean time our servants, seeing us fall, 
ran up to separate and assist us , but, before 
Iheir approach, I was upon my feet, and had 
discovered that my supposed mortal wound 
was only a slight scratch The knowledge 
of my own safety disarmed me of a good deal 
of my resentment, and I began to inquire 
wi^h some concern into the situation of my 
antagonist, who remained on the ground 
bleeding plentifully at his mouth and arm 
1 helped his footman to raise him, and having 
bound up his wound with my handkerchief, 
assured him it was not dangerous , I like- 
wise restored his sword, and offered to sup- 
port him to his house He thanked me with 
an air of suUen dignity, and whispering 
that I should hear from him soon, went 
away, leanmg on his servant’s shoulder 
I was surprised at this promise, which I 
construed into a threat, and resolved, if ever 
he should call me out again, to use whatever 
advantage fortune mi^t give me over him m 
another manner In the mean time J had 
leisure to take notice of Htrap, who seemed 
quite stupified with horror ' 1 comforted iiim 
with an assurance that I had received no 
damage, and , explained the nature of this 
afiair as we walked homeward By the 
time I had got into my apartment, I found the 
wound tn my neck Stin and uneasy, and a 
good deal of clotted blood run down upon 
my shirt * upon which J pulled off my coat 
and waistcoat, and unbuttoned my collar, 
that 1 mt^t dress it with more ease My 
fnhnd no sooner perceived my shirt quite 
dyed with blood, than imagining 1 had got 
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at least twenty thousand wounds, he cried 
— ** O Jesus and fell flat on the floor ] 
stopped tile bleedingf with a little dry lint 
and applying a plaster over it, cleansed my 
self from the gore, shifted and dressed 
while he lay senseless at my feet , so thal 
when he recovered, and saw me perfectly 
well, he could scarce believe his own eyes 
Now that the danger was past, I was veiy 
well pleased with what had bappeped, hoping 
that It would soon become known, andejon- 
sequenUy dignife my character not a little 
in this place 1 was also proud of having 
shown myself, m some shape, worthy the love 
of Narcissa, who, I was persuaded, would not 
think the worse of me for what 1 had done 


CHAPTER LX 

1 am Visited by Freeman, with whom I ap» 
pear in public, and am caressed — am sent 
for by Lord Quiverwit, whose presence 1 
quit in a passion — Narcissa is carried 
off by her brother^I intend to pursue 
him, and am dissuaded by my friend^ 
enf^age in play, and lose all my money — 
set out for London — try my fortune at the 
gaming table without success^-receive 
a letter from Narcissor^btlk my tailor 

Wren I entertained myself with these re- 
flections, the news of the duel being commu- 
nicated by some unknown channel, spread 
all over the town 1 was visited by Free- 
man, who testified his surprise at findmg me , 
for he was told that. Lord Quiverwit heing 
dead of his wounds, I had absconded in order 
to avoid the cognizance of the law. I asked 
if people guessed the occasion of the quarrel 
and understanding it was attributed to his 
lordship’s resentment of tny reply in the long- 
room, confirmed that coniecture, glad to find 
Narcissa unsuspected My friend, after I 
had assured him tliat my antagonist was in 
no danger, wished me joy of the event, than 
which, he said, nothing could happen more 
opportunely to support the idea he had given 
of my character to his friends, among whom 
he had been very assiduous in my b^lf 
On the strength of this assurance, I went 
with him to the coffee-house, where 1 was 
saluted by a great many of those veiy persons 
who had shunned me the preceding day , and 
1 found every body making tt^eriy wnth the 
story of Melinda’s French gallant While I 
remained in this place, 1 received a message 
from JiOrd Quiverwit, desiring, zf I was not 
engaged, to see me at his house 
Thither 1 immediately repaired, and was 
conducted to an apartment, where 1 Was 
received by his lordship in bed When we 
were left by ourselves, he thanked me, in 
very pol^ terms, for having used the advan- 
tage fortune had given me over liun with 
fcLcii moJcratioii , aid asked pardon for any 


ofience bis resentment might have prompted 
him to commit — ** 1 would willingly,” said 
he, ** make you my friend , but as it is im. 
possible for me to divest myself of my passion 
for Narcissa, 1 am too well convinced of 
your sentiments, to think we shall ever 
agree on that subject 1 took the liberty, 
therefore, of sending for you, in order to own 
candidly, that 1 cannot help opposing your 
success with that young lady , though, at the 
same time, I promise to regulate my opposi- 
tion by the metaies of justice and honour 
this, however, I think proper to advertise you 
of, that she has no independent fortune, and 
if yop should even succeed in your addresses, 
you would have the mortification to see her 
reduced to indigence, unless you have where- 
withal to support her — and 1 am credibly 
informed of your incapacity that way — ^nay, 
i will confess, that, urged by this considera- 
tion, I have actually sent notice to her brother 
of the progress I suspect you have made vi 
her afiection, and desired him to take his 
precautions accordingly ” Alarmed and pro- 
voked at this information, I told his lordship, 
that I did not see how he could reconcile 
that piece of conduct with his profession of 
open dealing, and flung away from him in a 
passion 

As I walked homeward, m hope of hearing 
fVom my mistress as usual by means of Miss 
Williams, I was surpri5-ed by the waving ot 
a handkerchief from the window a coach 
and SIX that passed by me at full speed , and, 
upon further observation, I saw a servant on 
horseback riding after it, who, I knew by 
livery, belonged to the squire Thunder- 
struck with this discovery, the knowledge of 
my misfortune rushed all at once upon my 
reflection 1 guessed immediately that the 
signal was made by the dear hand of Nar- 
cissa, who, being hurried away in conse- 
quence of Lord Qniverwit’s message to hei 
brother, had no Other method of relating 
bei distress, and imploring my assistance 
Frantic with this conjecture, i ran to mv 
lodgings, snatched my pistols, and ‘ ordered 
Strap to get post-horses, with such incohe- 
rence of speech and disorder, that the poox 
vale^ terrified with the suspicion of another 
duel, instead of providing what I desirod, 
went forthwith to Freeman, who, being in- 
formed of my behaviour, came straighf to my 
ipartment, and conjured me so pathetically 
o make bin> acquainted with tlie cause of 
my uneasiness, that 1 could not refuse telling 
him roy happiness was fled with Narcissa, 
and I must retrieve her, or perish He 
represented the madness of such an UTider- 
taking, and endeavoured to divert me from it 
with great strength of friendship and reason 
But all Mb arguments would have been inef- 
fectual, had he not put me in mind of the 
dependence I ought to have on the love ol 
Narcissa, and the attachment of her maid, 
w’lo ccjld not fai^ of finding opnortnn'ticc to 
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advertise me of their situation , and at the 
same t^me demonstrated the injury my charm- 
er’s reputation must suffer from my piecipi* 
tale retreat I was convitioedhiid comjKwed 
by these considerations . { »p|riBared in public 
with an aur pf tranqai&ty» wap weU xecmved 
by the best compai^y va, town, aiidf my mis* 
fortune taking aiTf accordingly; 

while 1 had the saidsfittii^n Of seeiikg Meundo 
so universally dipeoUittettaiioedi tw she was 
fain to return to LondpUi in order to avoid 
the scofi and uensiue of the la^es at Bath 
But though the tiope of hearing from tlm 
darling of my soul ippportod tny spirits a 
little while, I began to be veiy uneasy, when, 
at the end of several weeks, 1 found that 
expectation disappointed In abort, melan- 
choly and despondence took possession of 
my soul , and repining at that Providence, 
which, by acting the stepmother towards me, 
kept me from 3ie fruition of my wishes, X 
determined, in a fit of despair, to risk all 1 
had at the gaming-table, with a view of ac^ 
quinng a fortune sufficient to render roe 
independent for life, or of plunging myself 
into such a state of misery as would effectu- 
ally crush every ambitious hope that now 
tortured my imagination 
Actuated by this fatal resolution, I enwed 
in play, and alter some turns of fortune, found 
myself, at the end of three dpys, worth a 
thousand pounds , but it was not my intention 
to stop here, for which cause 1 kept Strap 
Ignorant of my success, and continued my 
career, until 1 was reduced to five guineas, 
which 1 would have hazarded also, had I not 
been ashamed to fiill from a bet of two hun- 
dred pounds to such a petty sum 
Having thus executed my scheme, I went 
home, amazed to find myself so much at ease, 
and informed ray friend Strap of my mis- 
chance, with such calmness, that he, ima- 
giiimg I joked, affected to receive the tidings 
with great equanimity Both he and I found 
oursdves mistaken very soon I had imsm« 
terpreted my own stupidity into deliberate 
reBignaUdn , and he had reason to believe me 
in earnest, when he saw me next tuoming' 


certed my plan, and ventured my life in the 
execution, had 1 not been deterred by reficc- 
tion upon the infan^ that attends detection 
The apartment I formerly lived in being 
unengaged I took possession of it, and next 
day went m quest of Banter, who received 
me with open arms, in expectation of having 
his bond discharged to his liking , but when 
he understood what bad happened, his coun- 
tenance changed of a sudden , and he told 
me««with a^drynesB of displeasure peculiar to 
himsel£ that, if he was in my place, he would 
put It out of fortune’s power to play him 
such another trick, and be avenged of his 
own indiscretion at oucp When I desired 
him to explam his meaning, he pointed to 
his neck, raised himself on his tiptoes, and 
was going away without any further cere- 
mony, when I put him in mind of my indi- 
gence, and demanded the five guineas I 
formerly lent him. Five guineas cried 
he, ** zounds ’ had you acted with common 
prudence, you migiit have had twenty thou- 
sand m your pocket by this time 1 depended 

upon live hundred mimyou, as much as if 1 
had had notes for it m the bank , and by all 
the rules of equiW, you are indebted to me 
for that sum X was neither pleasod nor 
convinced by this computation, and insisted 
on my right with such determined obstinacy, 
that he was fain to alter his tone, and appease 
my clamour, by assunng me that he was not 
master of five shillings Society in distress 
generally promotes a good understanding 
among people ; from being a dun, I descended 
to be a client, and asked his advice about 
repainng my losses ^He counselled mo to 
have recourse again to the gaming-table, 
where I succeeded so well before, and put 
myself m a condition by selling my watch 
t followed (ns duuctions, and having accom- 
modated him with a fbw pieces, went to the 
place, where I lost every shilling* 

Tben 1 returned to my lodgings full of 
desperate resolution, and having made Strap 
acquaintb’^ with my fine, oroered him to 
pawn my sword immediately, that I murlit 
be enabled to make another effort Tins 


agitated with the moat violent despair, which 
he endeavoured to alleviate with ml th& con- 
solation in hi8 power 

‘ in one of my lucid mte^ls, however, 1 
aliaVged him to talte a place in the atw* 
fi)r Loadou, and m tbe mean timd paid 
debts in Bath, which amounted to thitty 
Krlp)jk|ge only. Without taking leave of 
Afdime* X embarked, Strap having the goeffi 


afibclioudtO creature no sooner understood 
my purposSii than* seized with inexpressiblo 
sorrow* at Wie prospect of my misery, ho 
burst into tears, and asked what 1 propopcd 
tp4o, after the small sum he could raise on 
the sword should be spent *• On loy oa n 
accopnti’’* xaid he, ** I am q^nte iinconccrtierl , 
^fbr, while (SItod spares my Health and these 
ten fihgera, I can earn a comfortable subsi^t- 
fiwiQa anywhere ? but what mqst become of 


^ ‘wms seized with H 
inMdmieq M mnave my fiirtune, by 
psiHiengeVs bnsev contnmition in some bw 
pjaoe. My thoughts were so oiroumstasoed 
at this tnat I should have digested tiip 
enrob of so righteously had I cob^ 


i ahotiid newivmtw veseairce while I had a 
kfadea yisto) in ppsaesston Stupified with 
borror^t this dreadfid insinuation, he stood 
mute fbr smne time, and then broke out into, 
of his infinite mercy enable you 
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lomr, ipHko were very mtushdiMppmilflKdim 
chttjD^ned at my leeoltAieii. 

Tim tttmkQy , gQe0sing''ftem vof 
Uial 1 had money m my wdi^vaMired me 
with the repetition o^the i^tlO Wold ikfrtmet 
and gave me to undemtan^ tM! I imut pay 
be&re^faand for the aponmoiit f ^ala 
choose to dwell I doeired to his 
convenienees, and lopied o small pahiir bed- 
chamber for a orowh & week. Wwth m any 
other pUcOt would have let for half the 
money Having takett poasiwsion of this 
dismal hahitatton^ 1 sent for Strap, and my 
thoughts were besiod in collee6tig matter of 
consolation td that fkithfol sqmre, when 
somebody hOecked at tny door, which I no 
sooner opened, than a young fellow entered, 
m very shal^y clothes, and marvellous foul 
Imoh Afoar a low bow, he called me by my 
name, and asked if 1 hdd forgot him. His 
voice assisted me in recollecting his person, 
whom I soon recognized to be my old acf 
quaintame Jackson, of whom mention is 
made in the first part of my memoirs I 
bSluted him cordially, expressed my satisfac- 
tion at finding hun ahve, and condoled him 
on his present situation, which, however, did 
not seem to afibct him much, for he latigbod 
very heartily at the occasion of our meeting 
so unexpectedly m this place* Our mutum 
( ompUments being pant, I inquired about his 
ampur with the lady of fortune, whicli seemed 
to be so near a nappy conclusion when I 
had the pleasure of seeing him last, and, 
after an immoderate fit of laughter, he gave 
me to understand, that be had been most 
egregiously bit in that affair You must 
know,** said he, •* that a few days after our 
adventure with the bawd and her b— ches, I 
foqnd means to be mamed to that same fine 
lady you speak of, and passed the night with 
her at her lodgings, so much to her satisfac- 
tion, that early m the morning, after a good 
deal of snuelling and eobbmg, she owned, 
that for from being on heiress of great for- 
tune, she was no other than a common 
woman of the town, who had decoyed me 
into matrimony, in order to enjoy the privi- 
lege otn femme eouverte, and tnat unless 1 
made my escape immediately, 1 should be 
furrested for a debt of her pontTactlii|, by 
bailifih employed and instructed for that 
purpo<iP Startled at this intimation, 1 rose 
in a twinkling, and taking leave of my spouse 
Wdh several hearty damns, got safo into th» 
teigd of the court, where I kept enug until 
I was aimointed surgeon’s mate of a man of 
at Fortbmouth, for wluch place 1 set 
odi on Iwinday, went on boat^ m my i ' 
whwh I sailed tb the Straits, wherpl , _ 
filhwgoKld fortime to bo made emWaoii df a 
fold qame home a few moiiMi alter, 
aufVss itekentof comnusuon; WheiBapen 
I Wtefo te lioiidoii, imagining n^Fiielf forgCl. 
ten, tern fousd dmn my wifo and her 
tof*| bpt had uut been in town a week 


before 1 was arrested for a debt of her’s, 
amounting to £20, and brought to this place, 
where I £ive been fixed by another action 
Since that time However, you know my 
disposition, I defy care and anxiety; and 
being on the half-pay hat, make sluft to live 
here tolerably ea^ ** 1 congratulated him 
on his philosophy, and remembenng that I 
was in his debt, repaid the money be for- 
merly lent me, which, I believe, was for 
from being unseasonable 1 then inquired 
abouf the economy of the place, which he 
explained to my eatisfimtion and after we 
had agreed to mess together, he was just 
going to give orders for dinner, when Strap 
arrived* 

1 never in my lifo saw sorrow so extrava- 
gantly expressed in any countenance as iii 
Uiat of my honest fnen4 which was, indeed, 
particulany adapted by nature for such im- 
pressions* When we were left by Purselves, 

1 communicated to him my disaster, and en- 
deavoured to console him with the same 
mgumcxits he had formerly uaed to me, withal 
representmg the foir chance I had of being 
relieved m a short time by Mr Bowling But 
his gnef was unutterable , he seemed to give 
attention Without hstening, and wrung bis 
hands in silence , so that 1 was in a foir way 
of being infected by his behaviour, when 
Jackson returned, and perceiving the defer- 
ence I paid to Btiapt although in a footman’s 
habit, mstributed his crumbs of comfort with 
such mirth, jollity, and unconcern, that the 
features of the dibtresbed squire rcla\ed by 
degrees , he rei overed the use ofspeecli, and 
began to bo a little more reconciled to this 
lamentable event We dined together on 
boiled beef and greens, brought from a cook’s 
shop in the neighbourhood, and although 
this meal was served up in a manner little 
corresponding with the sphere of life in 
which 1 had lately lived, 1 made a virtue of 
necessity, ate with good apnotite, and treated 
my friends with a bottle or wine, which had 
the desired efihet, of ixicreasing lbe good 
humour of my follow-prisoner, and exhilarat- 
ing the spiiits of Strap, who now talked cava- 
herly of my misfortune 
* Aftef dinner, Jackson left us to onr pn- 
vale afours; when 1 desired my fne^ to 
pack up all our things and carry them to some 
cheap lodging he should choose for himself 
111 the uembbourhood of the Marshalsea, after 
he had discharged my lodging, fur wbicJi 
purpose 1 gave him money* f likewise re- 
oouunended to him tlip keeping my misfor- 
ttme secret, and saying to my Jsadlord, or 
any other who should inquire for me, that 1 
was gone into the countiy for a few weeks ; 
eit the same tune t Jim strong injunctions 
upon him to cell evm second day upon Ban- 
tef', in case he shoiua lecmve any letter for 
me foun Nareissa, }(ty the channel of Free- 
mad; end by fdl mesxw to leave a directuni 
for kttiseis at my uneVs lodgings in Wap^ 
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mng, bjr which I mi^t be ^oimd when mf \ 
kmsmAn should anive, 

Whcoi he departed $0 execute these orders j 
(whichi by the by, were punctually perfijTmed j 
that veiT night), I ^und myself so little 
seasoned to my situation, tbat i dreaded re- 
flection, and sought shelter flom it m the 
company of the beau, who, promising to 
re^e me with a lecture upon taste, con. 
ducted me to the common side, where I saw 
a number of naked miserable wretches as-» 
sembled together. We had not beeit here 
many minutes, when a figure appeared, 
wrapt in a dirty rug, tied about his loins with 
two pieces of list, of different colours, knotted 
together, having a black bushy beard, and 
his head covered with a huge mass of brown ! 
periwig, which seemed to have been ravi?hed 
from the head of some scarecrow This ap- 
parition stalking in with great solemnity, 
made a profound bow to the audience, who 
signified their approbation by a general re- 
sponse of— “how d’ye do, doctor'*” He 
then turned towards us, and honoured Jack-^ 
son with a particular salutation upon which 
my fnend, m a formal manner, introduced 
him to me by the name of Mr Melopoyn i 
This ceremony being over, he advanceo into 
the middle of the congregation, which crowd- 
ed around him, and hemmmg three times, to 
my utter astonishment pronounced, with 
great significance of voice and gesture, a 
very elegant and ingenious discourse upon 
the difference between genius and taste, 
illustrating his assertions with apt quotations 
from thc^est authors, ancunt as well as 
modem When he had finislicil his harangue, 
which lasted a full hour, he bowed again to 
the spectators, not one of whom (1 was in- 
formed) understood so much as a sentence 
of what he had uttered They manifested, 
however^ their admiration and esteem, by a 
voluntary contribution, which, Jackson told 
me, one week with another, amounted to 
eighteen pence This moderate stipend, to- 
gether with some small presents that he re- 
ceived fi>r making up differences, and deciding 
causes among the prisoners, just enabled him 
to breathe and walk about in the grotesque 
figure I have described I understood also 
that he was an excellent poet, and had com- 
posed a tragedy, which was allowed by every 
body who had seen it to be a performance of 
great ment , that his learning was infinite, 
Au morals unexceptionable, and his modesty 
invmcihle Such a character could not fau 
of attracting my regard , 1 longed impatiently 
to be acquaints with him, and desired Jack- 
son wbuld engage him to spend the evening 
in my apartment. My request was granted , 
he favoured us with his company ^ *** the 

course of our contersation, perceiving that 1 
had a strong passion for the belle* lettt**, 
acquitted mmself so well on that suljgect, 
that I expressed a fervent desire of seeing his 
productions. In this point too he gratified 


my inclination* bo promised to bring his 
tragedy to my room next day, and, m the 
mean time, entertained me with some de- 
tached pieces, which gave me a very advan- 
tageoils idea of his poetiOal talent Among 
other Uungs, I was particularly pleased with 
some elegies in umtaUon of Tibullus , one oi 
which t beg leave to submit to the reader, as 
a specimen of his complexion and capacity 

I 

Where now are all my flattering dreama of jov ^ 
Monimia, give my soul her wonted rest,— 

Smee first thy beauty fixed my roving eye, 
Heari-jgnawing cares corrode my pensive breast * 

} « 
happy lover# fly where pleasures call. 
With festive song# beguile the fleeting hour, 
Lead beauty through the maxes of the ball, 

Or pres# her wanton tn love^a roseate bower 

111 

For roe, no more 1*11 range the empurpled 
mead. 

Where shepherds pipe^and % Irgms dance around , 
Nor wander through the woodbine’s fragrant 
shade, 

To hear the music of the grove resound. 

IV 

I’ll seek some lonely church, or dreary hall, 
Where fancy paints the glimmering taper blue. 
Where damps hang mouldering on the ivy’d « 
wall, 

And sheeted ghosts drink up the midnight dew 

V 

There, leagued wiUi hopeless anguish and de- 
spair, 

A while in silence o*er my fate repine, 

Then, with a long farewell to love and care, 

To kindred dust my weary limbs consign 

VI 

Wilt thou, Monimia, shed a gracious tear 
On the cold grave where all my sorrows rest^ 
Strew vernal flowers, npplaud my love sincere. 
And bid the tart lie easy on my breast^ 

r was wonderfuUv affected with this pa- 
thetic complaint, which seemed so well cal- 
culated for my own disappointment in love, 
that I could not help attaching the idea of 
Nartisea to the name of Monimia, and of 
forming such melancholy presages of my 
passion, that 1 could not recover my tran- 
quillity, and was fain to have recourse to 
the bottle, Which prepared me fora profound 
sleep, that I could not otherwise have en- 
joyed Whether these impressions invited 
and introduced a tram of other melancholy 
reflections, or my fortitude was all exhausted 
in the efi^ I made against despondence 
during thq fliut dsy of my imprisonment, 1 
cannot detfirmine ; but 1 awoke m the hor- 
rors, and found my imagination haunted 
witli such dismal apparitions, that 1 was 
ready to despair;— and I bbheie the reader 
will cwtt 1 had no groat cause to congratu- 
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countij, and therefore was reeolved to ec 
out fot liondony and offer my play to th' 
stage, where I did not doubt of acquiring j 
large shd^ of feme as well as fortune , n 
which case 1 should not be UQfnmdfoi of joi^ 
R^ien^ and benefactors My cousin wa 
ravished with the prospect of my felicity 
and willingly contnouts^ towards the ex 
pcnse of fitting me out for my expedition 
<< Accordtn^y 1 took a place in tlie wag 
on, and amved in town, where I hired at 
apartment m a garret, willing to life ai 
frugal as possible, until I should know wha 
I had to expect from the manwr, to whon 
1 intended to offer my play For, though 
looked upon myself as perfectly secure m t 
good reception, imagining that a patentee 
would be as eager to receive as ! to pre«ont 
my pioduction, 1 did not know whether oi 
not he might be pre-engaged in favour of 
another author, a circumstance that woulc 
certainly retard my success On this eon 
sideration, too, I oelerrumed to be speedy in 
my applioation, and even to wait upon one of 
the managers the very next da} For this 
purpose, r inquired of my landlord if he knew 
wheie either or both of them lived , and he 
being curious to know my business, and at 
the same time appearing to be a very lionebt 
fiiondly man (a tallow-chandler), I made 
him acquainted with my design , upon wbicli 
ho told mo that I went the wrong way tc 
work , that 1 would not find such easy ac 
cess to a manager as 1 imagined , and that, 
if ] delivered my performance without propei 
recoinmendHtioii, it would be as one 
thousand if ever it should be minded TaU€ 
my advice,” s.ud he, and your bubines^ le 
done O le of the patentees is a good cath 
ulic, as I am, and uses the same father whu 
confesses me I w ill make you acquainted 
with this good piie&t, who is an excellent 
scholar , and if he should approve of yoni 
play, his recommendation will go a groat 
way in determining Mr Supple to bring it on 
the stage ” 1 applauded liib expedient, and 
was introdueed to the friar, who, having 
perused the tragedy, was pleased to signify 
his approbation, and commended me in par- 
ticular for having avoided all reflectioni- 
upon religion lie promised to uso all liis 
influence with his son tSiinple in my behalt, 
and to ihform Imnself that very day at what 
lime it would be proper for me to wait upon 
him with the piece lie was punctual in per- 
ioiming hjs engagement, and next morumg 
gave me to understand that he had mentioned 
mv affair to Uie manager, and that 1 had no 
more to do than to go to ins house any time 
in tlie forenoon, and make use of his name, 
upon which 1 should find immediate admit- 
taiK e* I took his advice, put iny perform- 
ance m my bosom, and having received di^ 
rcctions, went immediately to the house of 
Mr Supple, and knocked at the door, which 
had a wicket m the middle, faced wi^h a net- 
4 R* 61* 


work of iron Through this a servant, hav- 
ing viewed me for some time, demanded tc 
know my busmess I told him my busmos& 
was with Mr Supple, and that 1 came fion 
Mr O'Varnish* lie oxaminqd my appear- 
ance once more, then went away^ returned 
m a fow minutes, and said his master wa 
busy, and could not be seen Although 
was a little mortihod at my disappointment 
1 was persuaded that iny reception was owing 
to Mr Supple’s ignorance of my errand 
and, that 1 might meet with no more (fostruc- 
tions of the same kind, 1 desired Mr O’Var- 
pish to be my introductor the next time Ht* 
complied with my request, and obtained lui- 
mediate admittance to the manager, who 
received me with the utmost civility, anf 
promised to read my ploy with the flrbt con- 
venience By ins own appointment 1 called 
again in a fortnight, but he w'os gone out , 1 
returned m a week after, and the poor gen- 
tleman was extremely ill, 1 renewed rny 
visit 111 a fortnight after tliat, and he assuret 
me he had been so much fatigued with busi- 
ness, that he liad not been able as yet to reail 
It to an end, but he wmuld take the first oppor- 
tunity, and, in the mean time, observed, 
that what he had jiibt seen of it was veiy en- 
tertaimng I coinfoited myself wth tin*' 
derlciration a few weeks longer, at the end 
of which I appean d again beioie his wicket, 
wab let in, and found him laid up with the 
gout I no booner entered bis chamber, than , 
looking at me with a langumbiiig eye, h< 
said, — Mr Melopoyn, I’m heartily sorrv fii 
an accident that has happened during my ill- 
ness You niubt know, that my eldest ho} , 
finding your manuscript upon the table in 
the dining-room, where 1 used to read it, i ar- 
ried It mtu the kite hcii, and leaving it there, a 
negligent wench of a cook-maid, mistaking, 
it for waste paper, has expended it all but a 
few leaves in binging fowls upon the spit 
But 1 hope the niibfortune is not irreparah](>, 
bince, no doubt, >ou have several copies.” 

** 1 protebt to you, my good friend, Mr 
Handotii, I wn^ extremely shocked at thi* 
mfoinidtioii , but the good-natured gentle- 
inin beemed to be so much afiTected withmv 
im^iortunc, that 1 suppressed my concern, 
nud Ipld him, that although 1 had no otlier 
copy, I should be able to retrieve the loba 
by writing another from my memory, which 
was very tenacious You cannot imagun 
how well pleased Mr Supple was at tlus ab- 
sumnee , lie begged I would set about it iin- 
medutely, and carefully revolve and recollect 
every circumstance, before I pretended to 
commit It to paper, that it might be the aami* 
individual play that he had perused Encou- 
raged by this Injunction, which plainly de 
monstrated how much he interested himbcit 
in the affair, t tasked my remembrance anil 
industry, and m three weeks produced tlie 
exact image of the former, w Inch was ron- 
x^eyed to iiun by my good friend Fatlior 
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who told mo the next dm 
would revise it soperMy^r bx 
orderto judge of itosameiiess 
and then give his final answer FortUa'^. 
afttjfnation 1 allotted a weie^ ; and» in 
^oonfidenee of seeing itacjted'inahttle whilei 
ddJaiended an audience of the manager, when 
that term was expired* - Eirt, alas \ sea- 
son had slipped hw^j^-inse^^ly ; he eon* 
vinced me^ that, if^^^jrliadtieen put into 
rehearsal at that time, c<ndd not have been 
ready for performing tmttl the end of Mamb, 
when tbe henefh; mghts came on, conse-, 
qaeatlyit would, have Interfered with the 
interest of the players, whom it was not my 
business to disoblige* 

^ I was to acquiesce m these reasons, 
Di/hich, to be sure, were extremely just, and 
to reserve my performance for the next sea- 
^ son, when he hoped I would not be so un- 
lucky , although It was a grievous disappoint* 
ment to me, who by this time begun to want 
both money and necessanes, having, on the 
strength of my expectation from the theatre, 
launched out into some extravagances, by 
which the sum 1 brought to town was already 
almost consumed Indeed, 1 ought to be 
ashamed at the circumstance oftny conduct, 
for my finances were sufficient, with good 
economy, to have maintained me comiort- 
obly a whole year You will perhaps be 
amazed when 1 tell vou, that in six months 
I expended not a farthing less tJian ten 
guineas ; but when one considers the temp- 
tations to which a young man is exposed in 
this great city, especially if ho is addicted to 
pleasure, as 1 am, the wonder will vanish, or 
at least abate Nor was the cause of my 
ronceni limited to my own situation entirely, 

I had written an account of my good reception 
tb my kinsman the farmer, and desired him 
to depend upon me for the money he had 
kindly accommodated me with about the end 
of February , which promise T now found 
myself unable to perform However, there 
was no remedy but patience , I applied to 
my landlord, who was a very good*natiired 
man, candidly owned my distress, and begged 
,his advice m laying down some plan for my 
Subsistence He readily promised to con- 
sult his confessor on this subject, and told 
me 1 was welcome, in the mean tira^, to 
lodge and board with him, until fortune, 
should put it m my power to make resti- 
t^on 

0* Varnish being informed of my 
^ lal^eessity, offered to introduce to > tlm 
niithor of a weekly paper, who, he did npt 
3oubt| would employ me in that way, Wo-, 
Tided he should find mo duly qualified fW* 
npoii inquiry, 1 understood that this journal 
was calculated to foment divisions m the 
coifimOiiwealth, and therefore I desired tp 
be eaiciised fhmi engining m He 
prqpctsed that 1 should write something in 
thO poetical way, which I might dispose of 


W a bookseller for a pretty sum of ready 
itKHiey, and perhaps establish my own 
character into the bargain. This event 
wonld infallibly procure friends, and my 
tragedy would appear next eeason to the 
best advantage, by being supported both by 
interest and reputation, 1 was cliarmed 
with this prospect , and having board what 
fnends Mr Pope acquired by his pastorals, 
set about a work of that kind, and m less 
thioi <six weeks composed as many eclogues, 
which i forthwith ofiered to an eminent 
book^lbuk ^ who desired me te leave them for 
his perusal, and be would give me an an- 
swer in two days* At the end of that 
time 1 went to him, when he returned the 
poems, telling me they Would not answer his 
purpose, and sweetened his iiefusal by saying 
there were some good clever lines in them 
Not a little dejected at this rebufiP, which, 

I learned from Mr O’Varnish, was owing 
to the opmion of another author, whom this 
bookseller always consulted on these occa- 
sions, I applied to another person of the 
same profession, who told me, the town 
was cloyed with pastorals, and advised me, 
if I intended to profit by my talents, to 
write something satirical or luscious, such 
as thq Button HolOf Shockey and Towzei , 
the Leaky Vessel^ 4*r —and yet this was a 
man, III years, who wore a reverend peri- 
wig, looked like k senator, and went regu- 
larly to church Be that as it will, I scorned 
bO prostitute my pen in the manner he pro- 
posed, and earned my papers to a third, 
w'ho assured me, that poetry was entirely 
oA of his way , and asked if 1 had got never 
a piece of secret history, thrown into a se- 
nes of letters, or a volume of adventures, 
mch as those of Robinson Crusoe and 
Colouel Jack, or a collection of conundioins, 
wherewith to entertain the plantations * 
Being quite unfurnished for this dealer, I 
had recourse to another with as little suc- 
cess, and I verily believe was rejected by 
lie whole trade 

“ I was afterwards persuaded to offer my- 
self as a translator, and accordingly repaired 
to a person, who was said to entertain num- 
bers of that class in his pay He assured 
me be bad already a great deal of that worl? 
on his liands, which ho did not know what to 
do with , observed that translation was a 
mere drug, that branch of literature being 
overstocked with an inundation of authors 
from North Briton, and asked what I would 
expect per sheet fur rendeni^ the Latin 
classics mto English'^ — That I might not 
make myself loo cheap, 1 detewfimed to set 
a high pnee upon my qualifications, and de- 
manded half a guinea fcr every translated 
sheet ** Half a ipsea cried he, stanng 
at ^n paused little; and said, be had 
no oocqiioti lor my at present I , 

fonn4 iny ©ttor, resolving to make 
amende fell ime Mf in my demand ; upon 
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which he stared at me agaiti^ and told me 
hiB hands were full 1 attempted others, 
without finding employment, and was actu- 
ally reduced to a very uncomfortable pros- 
pect, when I bethought myself of oCferuiff my 
talents to the printers of halfpenny ballads, 
and other such occasional essays as ore 
hawked about the streets With this view, 
1 applied to one of the most noted and voci- 
ferous of this tnbe, who" directed me to a 
person whom I found entertaining a whole 
*crowd of them with gm, bread and cheese 
He carried me into a little back parlour, very 
neatly furnished, where I signified my desire 
of being enrolled among ins writers and 
was asked what kuid of composition I pro- 
fessed Understanding" that my inclination 
leaned towards poetry, he expressed his 
pafibfiiction, telling me one of hts poets had 
lost his senses, and was confined in bedlam, 
and the other was become dosed with drink- 
ing drams, so that he had npt done any 
tiling tolerable these many weeks When! i 
proposed that we should enter into terms of ! 
agreement, he gave me to understand, that ; 
his bargains were alwa>s conditional, and 
his authors paid in proportion to the sale of 
their w orks 

** Having therefoi o «ettled these conditions, 
which (Ido assure jou) were not very ad- 
vantageous to mo, he assigned im a sub]ect 
for a ballad, which was to be finished in two 
liouis , and I retired to my garret in order to 
porfoiin his injunction As the theme hap- 
pened to suit my fancy, I completed a pretty 
sort of an ode within the time preBcribeo, 
and brought it to him, big with hope of profit 
and applause lie read it in a twinkling, 
and, to my utter a^^tonisliinent, told rue, it 
would not do, though indeed he owned I 
wrote a good liand, and spelled very well, 
but my language w as too high flown, and of 
consequence not at all adapted to the capa- 
city and taste of hia customers I promised 
to rectify that mistake, and m half an hour 
liumbJcd my style to the coinprt hension of 
V ulgar leaders he approv ed of the alteration, 
and gave mo some hopes of succeeding in 
tune, though he observed, that my perform- 
ance was very deficient in the quaintness of 
expression that pleases the multitude , how- 
cvei, to encourage me, he ventured the 
expense of pnntuig and paper, and, if 1 re- 
member aright, my sliareofthe sale amount- 
ed to fourpence halfbennv 

Prom that day I studied the Grub-street 
manner with great diligence, and at length 
became such a proficient, that my works 
were in great request among the most polite 
of the chairmen, draymen, hackney coach- 
fiien, footmen, and servaut maids nay, I 
have enjoyed the pleasure of seeing my pro- 
ductions, adorned with cuts, pasted upon the 
wall a? ornaments la beer cellars and cob- 
blers* stalls, and have actually heard them 
sung in clubs of subs^autial tradesmen. Bat 


empty praise (you know, my dear friend) will 
not supply the cravings of nature* I loimd 
myself in danger of starving in the midst of 
all my &me , for often songs 1 composed, it 
was well if two^had the good fortune to 
please Forthis reason I turned my thoughts 
to prose, and, during a track of gloomy 
weather, published an apparition, on the 
substance of which 1 Bubsistod very comfort- 
ably a whole month 1 have raaao many a 
go6d meal upon a monster , a rape has oRen 
afforded me great satisfaction , but a murder, 
well Umed, was my never-failing resource 
What then ^ I was a most miserablo slave 
to my employers, who expei ted to be fur- 
nished at a minute's warning with prose and 
verse, just as they thought the circumstances 
of the times required, whether the inclina- 
tion was absent or present Upon my sm- 
centy, Mr Random, I have been so much 
pestered and besieged by those children of 
clamour, that life became a burden to me 


CHAPTER LXIII 

The continuation anil oonelusion of Mr 
Melopoyn*s story 

I MXDi!. slufi, notwithstanding, to main- 
tain niysi T till the beginning of next winter, 
w hen I r rnnv* d rny addresses to niy fneiid 
MrSupplc,cirul was most graciously reciuved 
* 1 have been thinking of your affi r, Mr Me- 
lopoyn,* h lul ho, < and am (lelormined to show 
how far I have your interest at heart, by in- 
trodacing you to a young nobleman of my 
a( quaint anc e, w ho is remdrivablc for his iin« 
taste 111 drarnatir wiitings, and is, besides, » 
man of such influence, that, if once he should 
approve ot >oui pla^, his patronage will sup- 
poit it against all the effoits of envy and ig- 
noiance foi I do assure you, that merit 
alone will not bring success I have already 
spoke ot >om ptitormance to Lord Rattle, 
and if vou will call at my house in a day or 
two, yon shall have a letter of introduction 
to Ills loidship ’ I was sensibly touched 
with tills maik of Mr Supple’s friendship, 
ami looking upon my affair as already done, 
w ent Ijoine and imparted my good fortune to 
njy landlord, who, to render my appearance 
more acceptable to my patron, procured a 
suit of new clot lies for me on his own credit 
“ Not to tiouble you with idle particulars, 
I earned my tragedy to hi» lordship's lodg- 
ings, and sent it up, along with Mr Supple's 
letter, by otie of his servants, who desired 
me, by his lord's order, to return in a week 
I did so, and was admitted to his lordship, 
who received me very courteously, told ni' 
he had perused my play, which ho thought, 
on th'^ whole, was the best coup d^ecsai h< 
had ever seen , but that he had marked 
places in the rnaigin, which he imagned 
might bo altered for the better 1 w as trans - 
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and threw it upon t table that was nearlum» 
pronouncing the word,—* Oiere,’ with great 
disdain I took it up, and perceivings with 
some aurpnset that it was a comedv, told 
him it did not belong to roe, upon which he 
offered me another, which 1 also disclaimed 
A third was produced and rejected for the 
same rea<ton At length lie pulled out a 
wliole handful, and spread them before me, 
saynig,-— * There are seven — ^take which you 
please-^or lake them all ’ I singled out^y 
own, and went away, struck dnmb with ad- 
miration at what I had seen-— not so much 
on account of his insolence, as of the number 
of new playSf Which from this circumstance 
I concluded were yearly offered to the stage 
You may be sure I did not ikil to carry my 
complamt to my patron, who did not receive 
it with all the indignation I expected , hut 
taxed me with precipitation, and told me I 
must lay jny account with hearing the ho- 
mo ir& of the players, if 1 intended tb write 
for the stage — * There is now no other 
remedy,’ said he, < but to keep it till the next 
seibon for Mr Braycr, and alter it at your 
h i-iiurc in tlie summer, according to his di- 
roclioub * I was now reduced to a terrible 
alternative, either to quit all hopes of my 
trasredy, from whu h I had all along promised 
myself a large share of fortune and reputa- 
tion, or to encounter eight long monthb of 
adversity in preparing for, and expecting its ' 
appearance This last penance, painful as 
it was, seemed most eligible to my reflection 
at (hat time, and therefore 1 rerolved to 
undergo it 

** Why should I tire you with particulars 
of no consequence * I wrestled with extreme 
poverty until the time of my probation was 
expired, and went to my Lord Rattle in 
order to remind him of my affair, when I 
uniUrttood, to my gieat concern, that his 
lordbhip was piston the point of going abroad, 
and, which was btill raoro unfortunate for me, 
Mr Bnycr bad gone into the country, so that 
iny generous patron had it not in his power 
to introduce me personally, os he intended 
however, he lyrole a very strong letter to the 
manager in my faiour, and put him in mind of 
the promise he had made in behalf of my play 

“ Ab soon as I was certified of Brayer’s 
return, I went to his house with this letter, 
but was told he was gone out T called again 
next day early in the morning, received the 
same answer, and Was desired to leave my 
name and businesb , I did so, and relumed 
the day after, when the servant still afbnned 
that hi8 master was gone abroad, though 1 
perceived him, us I letired, observing me 
through a window Incensed at this disco- 
very, i went to a coffee-house hard by, and 
inclosing his lordship’ts letter in one from 
myself, demanded a categoncal answer^ I 
sent It to his house by a | rter, who returned 
m a W minutes, and me Mr Brayer 
woidd be glad to see me^l^ bat instant 1 


obeyed the summons, and wa9 teemved witii 
such profusion of complunenteand apologies, 
that my resentment immediately subsided, 
and I was even in pain for the concern whu h 
this honest roan snowed at the mistake of 
bis servant, who, it seem«i, had been ordered 
to deny him to every body but me He ex- 
presbed the utmost veneration for his good 
and noble fnend Lord Rattle, whom he should 
be always proud to serve promised to peruse 
the play with alt dispatch, and give me a 
mbeting upon it , and, as a testimony of his 
esteem, made me a present of a general 
order for the 8€a6on, by which X should bo 
admitted to any part of the theatre This 
was a very agreeable compliment to me, 
w hose greatest pleasure consisted m seeing 
dramatic performances, and you need not 
doubt that I often availed myself of my privi- 
lege Ab 1 had an opportunity of being be. 
hind the scenes when I pleased, 1 frequently 
conversed with Mr Brayer about my play, 
and asked when be intended to put it into 
reheaisal , but he had always so much busi- 
ness upon his hands, that it remained with 
him unopened a considerable while, and 
I hr rime very uneasy about the season, 
that wasted apace, when I saw in the papers 
another new play advertised, which hadbeeti 
wnttin, offtrtd, accepted, and rehearsed, lu 
the (ompdss ot three months You may 
f a«uly gur bs how much 1 wis confounded at 
this event 1 own to you, that in the fir«>t 
transports of my anger, 1 su'^perted Mr 
Brayer of having a( U d towards me in the 
most pitiful, perfidious manner, and was ac- 
tually glad at his disappointment in the sue - 
cess ot his favourite piece, which, by the 
strength ol art, lingered till the tlurd night, 
and then died in a deplorable maniiet But, 
now that passion has no share in my rellec. 
tioD, I am willing to ascribe hisbehavioui to 
hib want of meinoiy, or want of pidgmeui, 
whie h, you know , ire n ituraJ defects, that an' 
more worthy of compassion than reproach 
** About this tune I happened to be in 
company with a gentlew oinan, who, having 
heard of my tragedy, told me she was ac- 
quainted with the wife of a gentleman, who 
was very well known to a lady, who had 
great interest with a person who was inti- 
mate with Earl Shcerwit, and that, if 1 
pleased, she would use her influence in my 
teholf As this nobleman had tlie character 
of a Maicenas in the nation, and could stamp 
a value upon any work by Ins sole eounte- 
nance and appnohation, I accepted her offer 
with eagerness, in full confidence of seeing 
my reputation established, and my wishes 
fhlfillpd m a very short time, provided I 
should have the good fortune to please his 
lordship’s taste 1 withdrew the manuscript 
from tl e hands of Mr Braycr, and committed 
it to the care of this gentlewoman, w ho la 
houred so effectually m my interest, that in 
less than a month it was convoyed to tht 
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atkd in a &w weeks aft^, I Had the 1 
^^'m 0 {kctloa to bear that he had lead and 
iMpptoved It very much. Transported with 
tills piece of intelligencer 1 flattered myself 
Wi|h the hopes of his interesting hhns^ m 
its favour , but hearing no SF thelgaatter 

in three whole months, I began (God fbrgive 
me) to suspect the veracity Cf the peraon 
who brought me the good tidings ; fbr I 
thought It impossible tlmt a man of hiS rank 
and qhaiacter, who knew the difficulty of 
writing a good’trsgedy, and understood the 
dignity of the work, should read and applaud 
an essay of f^is hind, without feeling an in* 
clinatum to befriend the author, whom his 
countenance alone could raise above depen- 
dence. But It was not long before I found 
my friend very much wronged by my opinion 
** You must know that me civilities 1 have 
received from Lord Hattie, and the desire he 
manifested to promote the success of my 
play, encouraged me to write an account of 
my bad tortune to his lordship, who conde- 
Bcehdod 80 far as to desire, by letter, a young 
squire of a great estate, with whom he "was 
Ultimate, to espouse my cause, and, in par- 
ticular, made me acquainted with one Mr 
Marmoset, a celebrated player, who had 
lately appeared on the sta^ with astonish- 
ing eclat, and bore such sway in the house 
wnero he acted, that the manager durst not 
refuse any thing he recommended The 
young gentleman whom Lord Rattle bad 
employed for this purpose, being diffident of 
his cwn interest with Mr Marmoset, had re- 
conrse to a nobleman of his acquaintance, 
who, at hiB solicitation, was so good as to 
introduce me to him , and the convcrbation 
turning upon my performance, I was not a 
] little surpnsed, as well as pleased, to hear 
that Earl Bbcerwit had spoken very much in 
Its praise, and even sent Mr Marmoset the 
copy. With a message, expressing a desire 
that he would act iii it next season Nor 
was the fkvounte actor backward in com^ 
mending the pieces which he mentioned with 
some expressions of regard that I do not 
choose to repeat , assuring mo that he would 
appear in it provided he should be engaged 
to play at all during the ensuing season In 
the meantime, lie desired 1 would gi<^ him 
Iea\e to peruse it in the country, whither he 
. intended to remove nextx day, that ho might 
Have leisure to consider ana point out such 
alterations as might, perhaps, be, necessary 
fer Its reprosontation , and took my direction, 
tliat be might communicate by letter the 
(Observations he should make Trustiiig to 
Ihese assurances, and the interest whicnnad 
made in my belialf, I hogged mya^f in 
w ftitpectation of seeing it not only acted, 
ftOtod to the greatest advantage ^ and 
mmm 1 thought could not fail of reoomp<msmg 
le ill an ample manner for the anxiety and 
yUBIctioii 1 had undergone but sue weeks 
oamjjf elapsod, I did not know how to recon- 


cile Mr Marmozet's silence, with his promise 
Of wnting to me ten days after he set out 
for the country. However^ I was at last 
favoured with a letter, importing that he had 
made some remarks cm my tn^^edy, which 
he would freely impart at meeting, and ad- 
vising me to put It, without loss of time, 
into the hands of that mano^r who had the 
best company, as he himsou was quite un- 
certain whether or not he should be eoga^d 
thii|^ winter. I was a good deal alarmed at 
this last part of his letter, and advised about 
it with a friend, who told me, it was a plain 
indication of Mr Marmozet’a desire to get 
nd of his promise , that his pretended un- 
certainty about acting next winter was no 
other than a scandalous evasion , for, to bis 
certain knowledge, be was already engaged, 
or at least in terms, with Mr Vandal, and 
that his design was to disappoint me, in fa- 
vour of a new comedy, which ho had pur- 
chased of the author, and intended to bring 
upon the stage for his own advantage 
“ In short, my dear sir, this person, who, I 
must own, is of a sanguine complexion, han- 
dled the moral character of Mr Marmozot 
With such seventy, that I began to suspect 
him of some particular prejudice, and put 
myself upon my guard against his insinua- 
tions ] ought to crave pardon for tins 
tedious narration of trivial circumstances, 
which, however interesting they may be to 
me, must certainly be very dry and insipid 
to the ear of one unconcerned in the affair 
But I understand the meaning of your looks, 
and will proceed Well, sir, Mr Marmuzet, 
upon his return to town, treated me with 
uncommon complaisance, and invited me to 
his lodmngs, where he proposed to commu- 
nicate hiB remarks, which 1 confess were 
more unfavourable than I exj>ected , but I 
answered his objections, and, as 1 thought, 
brought him over to my opinion , for, on the 
whole, he signified the highest approbation 
of the performance In Uie course of our 
dispute, 1 was not a little surprised to find 
this poor gentleman’s memory so treache- 
rous, as to let him forget what be had said 
to me, before he went out of town, in regard 
to Earl Sheerwit’s opinion of my play, which 
he now professed himself ignorant of, and I 
was extrerooly mortified at hearing from his 
own mouth, that his interest with Mr Vandal 
was so very low, as to be insufficient of itself 
to bni^ a new piece upon the stage 1 then 
begged hiB advice; and he counselled me to 
apply to Earl Sheorwit for a messiige m my 
favour to the manager, who would not pre- 
sume to refuse any thing recommended by 
BO great a man , and he was so kind as to 
promise to second this message with all his 
power, I had immediate recourse to the 
worthy gentlewoman my fhend, already men- 
tioned, who opened the channels of her con- 
veyance with such expedition, that in a fow 
dayb I had the promise of the message, pro- 
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vjded I could adsuto myself of Mt Vandal^s 
beinff unengaged to any other author , for hie 
lord^p did not chooee to condeecend eo 
until be should onderetand thst there wae a 
probability (at least) of suceepdiiiif. At the 
same time that he blessed me with this piece 
of news, I was startled at another, by the 
same channel of communtcation ; which was, 
that Mr Marmoset, before he advised me 
to this apphcation, bad informed the earl 
^at he b^ read my play, and lound it alto- 
gether unfit for the stage Though 1 cdhld 
not doubt the certainty of this intelligence, 

I believed there was some misapprehension 
in the case , and» without taking any notice 
of it, told Mr Marmoset the answer 1 had 
been fovoured with, and he promised to ask 
Mr Vandal tlie question proposed I wai^-ad 
upon him m a day or tvl^o, when he gave me 
to understand that Mr Vandal, having pro- 
fessed himself free of all engagements,, he 
had put my play into his h.inds, and repre- 
sented It as a piece strongly recommended 
by Earl Sheerwit, who (he assured him) 
would honour him with a message m its 
favour, and he desired me to cdl for an 
answer at Mr Vandal’s house in three days 
I followed his directions, and found tlie 
manager, who, being made arquainted with 
my business, owned that Mr Marmozet had 
given him a manusenpt play, but denied that 
he had mentioned Earl Sheen^it’s name 
When I informed him of the circumstances 
of the affair, he said he had no engagement 
with any author, that he would read my 
tragedy forthwith, and did not believe lie 
should venture to reject it m contradiction 
to his lordship’s opinion, for which he had 
the utmost veneration, but pit it into re- 
Jiearsdl without loss of time 1 was so much 
intoxicated with this encouragement, that 1 
overlooked the mysterious conduct of Mr 
Marmozet, and attended the manager at the 
time appointed, when, to m> infinite coiifii- 
bion, he pronounced my play improper for 
the stage, and rejected It ac( ordingly As 
boon as I could recollect myself from the 
disorder into which this unexpected refusal 
had thrown me, 1 expressed a desire of hear- 
ing his objections, which were so groundless, 
indistinct, and unintelligible, tliat I perhuaded 
myself he had not at all perused the piece, but 
had been prompted by somebody, whose les- 
sons he had not rightly retained. However, 
I have been since informed, that the poor 
man’s head, which was not naturally very 
clear, had been disordered with superstition, 
and that he laboured under the tyranny of a 
wife and the terrors of holl-fiire at the same 
time Precipitated, in this manner, from the 
highest pinnacle of hope to the^yss of des- 
pondence, I was ready to sinT under the 
burden of my affliction, and in the bitterness 
of my anguish, could not help entertainmg 
some do^ of Mr Marmozet’s integrity, 
when T recollected and compHred the cir- 


cumstances of his conduct towards me I 
was encouraged in this anspicion, hy being 
told, that mylLord Sheerwit had spoke of his 
character with great contempt, and, in par- 
ticular, resented his insolence in opposing 
bis own taste to that of his lordship ooncern- 
ing mytragedy While I hesitated between 
diSbrent opinions of the matter, that finend, 
who (ae I told vou before) was a htUe hot- 
headed, fhvdurcd me with a visit, and having 
heard a circUmstantioJ account of the whole 
affair, could not contain his indignation, but 
affirmed without ceremony, that Marmozet 
was the sole ocrasion of my disappointment , 
that he had acted from first to labt with the 
most perfidious disbimulation, caioling me 
with insinuating civilities, while ne under- 
hand employed all his art and infiueuce to 
prejudice the ignorant manager against my 
performance, that nothing could equal his 
hypocrisy but his avarirr, which engrossed 
the faculties of bis boul so much, Uiat he 
scrupled not to he guilty of the meanest 
practices to gratify that sordid appetite , that, 
m consequence of this disposition, he had 
prostituted his honour in betraying my inex- 
perience, and 111 undermining the interest of 
another author of ebtobhshed reputation, who 
had also offered a tragedy to the btage, which 
he thought would intcrfcic with the success 
of the comedy he had bought, and determined 
to bring on at all events 

“ I was shocked at the description of such 
a monster, which I could not believe cxiblcil 
m the world, bad as it is, and aigued against 
the assi'vorationb of my fneud, by deraon- 
strating the bad policy of such bfhaMonr, 
which could not fail of entailing infamy upon 
the author , and the Diuall temptation that a 
man of ]\Ir Marmo/et’sj Jiguro and success 
could have to loii^iilt his iiiteri'bt in such 
a grovelling manner, which must create 
contempt and abhorrence of him in his 
patrons, and eff(‘ctually dt»prive him of the 
countenance aud protcctioa he noiv enjoys 
in such an eminent degree He pretended 
to laugh at my simjdicity, and asked if I 
knew foi which of his viitucs he was so 
much caressed by the people of fablnon'* 
‘ It lb not,’ said he, * for the qualities of his 
heart, that this little parobite is luvjted to 
the tables of dukes and lords, who hue ex- 
traordinary cooks for his entertainment his 
avarice they sec not, hi& ingratitude they 
feel not, his hypoc riby aecomiriodates itbelf 
to their humours, and is of consequence 
pleasing, but he is chiefiy courted for his 
bufioonery, and will be admitted into Uie 
choicest parties of quality for liis talent of 
mimicking Punch and his wife Joan, when a 
poet of the most exquisite genius is not able 
to attract the least regard ’ God fbibid, 
Mr Random, that 1 should credit assertions 
that degrade the dignity of our superiors so 
much, and represent that poor man as the 
most abject of all beings ' No , I looked 



m SBLBCl’ WORKS, 


\ ttom M6 the hyperbolae bf paseixm • taiA ; 
k tjbAt come A of which he ep^ M 

IJy appeaj) I dare not 4oubt the ■ 

^ijinnce of Mr Marmoect, whoy I am toM* ub 
much ae ever in hy<m mth the carl ; a 
mrcumstanoe that einrely covild not bey nnlime 
he had vindicated hnt ehatbctar to the «atis* 
faction of hia londth^ fbmve this 

lonff digrcMioiif and ipve me the a 

lit^te}onf^r« foTt thank heaven t I am now 
near the goa)« 

** Baffled in all my attempte, 1 deapaired 
of eeemg my aoted ; ana bethought my- 
eelf of ehooemg apme employment that 
might aflbid a auTe* though mean, subei^t- 
oneoy but my landlord, to whom 1 was by 
this tune conaiderably indebted, end who had 
laid hi8 account with having his money paid 
all m a heap, from tlie profits of iiiy third 
night, couid not brook his disappointment, 
ihereforO made another clTort in my bthalf, 
and, b\ dint of mten fit, procured a nieesage 
from a lady of fashion to Mr Brayer, who 
had alvvayi, professed a great veneration for 
her, desiring Uiat ho would eet up mv play 
fort Im ith, and assunng him that she and all her 
friends would support it m the performance 
To strengthen my interest, she engaged his 
best actors in my cause , and, in short, ex- 
irtcd herself so much, that it was again 
received, and my hopes began to levive 
But Mr Brayer, honest man, was so much 
engrossed by business of vast consequence, 
though to appearance he had nothing at all 
to do, that he could not find time to read it 
until the season wa«i pretty far advancfd, 
and read it he must, for, nut withstand mg his 
having perused it before, hi«» memory did not 
retain one eirtumMance of the matter 
^t It ngtli he fdvouiecl it w ith his attention, 
and, ]ia\mg piopo^^ed certain alterations, 
Sint lih duty to the lady who patronised it, 
and piouiised, on his honour, to bring it on 
next wintor, provided these alterations should 
be made, and the copy delivered to him be- 
fore t he end of A pril With an achmg heart 

1 submitted to these Conditions, and per< 
formed tliem accord mgl> , but fortune owed 
mo another iinfoteHeen mortification Mr 
JMarniurot, dunng tlie wnimier, became |oint 
patentee with Mr Brayer, ho that, when T 
rhiutted perfornn.n<o of articlcN I was tnld 
be tonld do nothing a tihout the consent of 
bis partner, w ho was pro-engaged to another 
author 

mnditiun was tendered desperate 
ly the death of mi guud fhendaiid landlord, 
whobn ext cutois ohtamod a judgment against 
i^y ftfTects, which they seized, and turned 
fue out int ) tin streeU naked, fiteadltss, 
dnd fe Upru Therc^ 1 was airested at the 

X dpv tailor and thrown mtothia pmmi, 
fljff Bave made shift to live SvC 
V Uw bounty of my fclW-prieoiiftjW, 
(I the worse for the 

strud(it<l>p Mid good offices by w Inch I manifo^t 


my gratitude, but, in spite of all their chari- 
tam endeavours, my life was scarce tolerable, 
until your uncommon benmhdsinbe enabled 
me to enjoy it with comfort.*'' 


CHAPTER LXIV. 

1 wn §0t^ed tbiih a deipp tMlanfiholyt amd 
become a ^tloeen^^fd rHmed Inf my unele 
j^he privarhk upm to m%ot^e mth 
n%$ menete mk sargeon of f Ac sAijp vohick 
be rom0*owi2»^f make* me a comidei o- 
lie prefent*>^nUrtmne Strap at his 
stevbard^S dake leone of my friends^ 
and go on fymrd-»^the $h%p arrivks m the 
Downs 

1 sHann not make any reflections on this 
story, in the course of which the reader must 
perceive bow egregiously the simplicity and 
milky disposition of this worthy man had 
been duped and abused by a set of seoun- 
drcls, wlio were so habituated to falsehood 
and equivocation, that I verily be lievc the \ 
would have found the utmost difiicultv m 
uttermg one syllable of troth, though their 
lives had depended upon tlieir sincerity 
Notvritlifitanding all 1 had suffered from tlu 
knavery and selfibhneas of mankind, 1 w 
amareo and intenscd at the base indifTcn net 
which suffered ^uoh uncommon merit an he 
possessed to languish in obscunt), and 
struggle with all t^e miseries of a loathsome 
jail, and should haveblessfd the occasion 
that secluded taie from such a perfidion*? 
woild, had not the remembrance of the amia- 
ble Narossa preserved iny attachment to 
that society of which she constituted n part 
The picture of that lovely creature wns the 
constant companion of ray solitude Ilow 
often did I contemplate the resemblince < f 
those enchanting foatures that first capti- 
vated my heart ’ How often did I weep o\ c r 
those endearing scenes which her image n - 
tailed’ and how often did I curse my perh- 
diQUS fate for having robbed me of the fuir 
original ' Iti vam md my imagination flattc r 
me with schemes of future happiness , siirlv 
reason always interposed, and iii a moment 
overthrew that nnsuWantial fabric, by cl a*«- 
tismg the extravagance of my hope, and 
reprcsentiug my unhappy situation in the 
right point of vieW Ip vam did I fly for 
ix^uge to the amusomOnts of the place, and 
engage in the parties of Jackson, at cardv, 
billiards, nme-pms, and fives, a tram (f 
meianchnly thoughle took possession of my 
soul, which even the cooi^rsation of Mclo- 
poyn could l^ot divert, I ordered Strap to 
inqwre r«vs||^ day at Banter’s lodgings, m 
expectation of hearing again fiom my 
charmer; and my disappaintment cohm- 
derably aogmented my chagrm My affec- 
tionate valet was mmted with my sorrow, 
and often eat wi£n mb Whole hours without 
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speaking, uttering sigh for si^, and Hhedd«iig 
tear for tear This fellowship increased oar 
distemper, he became incaimble of business 
and was discarded by his master, while 
seeing my money melt away, without any 
certainty of deliverance, and in short, all iny 
hopes frustrated, grew negligent of life, lost 
all appetite, and degenerated into such a 
sloven, that, dnrmff the space of two months, 
1 was neither wa^ed, shifled, nor shaved , 
so that my face, rendered meagre with ab- 
stinence, was obscured with dirt, an(f over- 
shadowed with hair, and niy whole appear- 
ance squalid and even frightful , when, one 
day. Strap brought me notice that there was 
a man below Who wanted to speak with me 
Roused at this intclh^nce, and m full hopes 
ot receiving a letter from the dear object of 
rny love, 1 ran down stairs with the utmost 
precipitation, and found, to my infinite sui- 
prise, my generous uncle, Mr Bowling 
Transported at the sight, I sprung forward 
to embrace him upon which he started 
aside with great agility, diew his hanger* 
and put himself upon liis guard, crying, — 
“ Aiast, bi other, avast ' sheer oft ’ — Vo ho * 
you turnkey, why don’t \ou keep a better 
Jook-out ^ here’s one of your crazy pnsoneis 
broke from his lashings, I do suppose ” I 
could not help laughing heartily at his mis- 
take , but this 1 soon rectified by mv von r, 
which he instantly recollected, and bhook 
me by the hand with great afiection, testify- 
ing his concern at seeing me in such a mis- 
erable c ondition 

I conducted him to my apartment, \\ herd, 
•n presence ot Strap, whom I introduced to 
hmi as one of my best fiionds, he gd\c me to 
understand that he was ]Ubt armed Ironi the 
i oabt of Guinc'a, after liaving made a pretty 
siuceessful voyage, iii which he had acted db 
niiito, until the ship was altar ked by a French 
privateer that the captain bmrig killed dni- 
liig the engagement, he had taken the com- 
mand, and wab so fortunate as to sink the 
enemy, after w’hirh exploit he f<*ll in with 
a merchant ship from Martin ico, laden with 
sugar, indigo, and some silver , and, by vir- 
tue of his letter of marque, attacked, took, 
and brought her safe into Kinsale, in Ireland, 
where she was condemned as a la»vful prize , 
by which means he liad not only got a pretty 
Mim of money, but also acquired the favoui of 
his ow ners, who had already conferred upon 
him tlie command of a large ship, mounted 
with twenty nine-pounders, read/ to sail 
upon a very advantageous \oyaiu’, which he 
was not at liberty to disc ov er And lie 
assured roe* it was with the greatest difficulty 
he had found me, m consequence of a direc- 
tion left for hirn at his lodgings at Wepping 

I was refoiced beyond measure at this 
account of his good fortune , and, at bis de- 
bire, recounted all the adventures that had 
happened to me since we parted When 
he understood the particulars of Strap’s 


attar hmont to me, he eqaeez^nixs hand very 
rordiuily, and promised to make a man 
him , then giving me tea guineas for my 
present occasion, took a direction for the 
tailor who arrested me, and went away m 
order to discharge the debt, telling me at 
parting, that he would soon fetch np all mv 
lec-woy with a wet sail 

I was utterly confoundod at tins sudden 
transition, which affected me more than any 
reverse I had formerly felt , and a crowd of 
incoherent ideas rubhed so impetuously upon 
my imagination, that my reason could neither 
separate nor connect them, when Strap, 
whose joy had manifested itself in a thousand 
fooleries, came into my room with his bha- 
ving utensils, and, without any previous in- 
timation, began to lather my beard, w'histhng 
with great emotion all the while 1 btarlcd 
from my revene, and being too well acquainted 
w'th Strap to trust myself in his hands wliile 
he wob under such agitation, dcbiri d to be 
excused, scMit for another barber, and sufter- 
ed myself to be trimmed Having perform- 
ed the ceremony ot ablution, I shifted, and, 
dressing III my ga^Cbt apparel, waited for the 
return of rny uncle, wlio wub agreeably sur- 
prised at riiy sudden transformation 
This beiieficf nt kinsman had satibfi#»d my 
creditor, and oblaincrl an order for rny difa- 
charge, so that 1 was no longir a prisoner , 
but as 1 had some reluct'irnc to pait with my 
fiiendb and fellows m distress, I prevailed 
np(»n Mr Bowling to favour us with his com- 
pany, and invited Mr Mclopo^n ami Jackbcm 
to spend llio f ve ing at ni} apartment, wherr 
I regaled them with a cupper, good wmo, 
and the I'ews ot m> »elea«='', on which tlicy 
hearli]\ < ougratulait d rne, notwithstanding 
the loss of rnv company whicf., ihty were 
pleased to bi}, I key bhonlcl sevi rely feci 
As foi Jdclv'^on, his misfortune made to 1 ttle 
impres lon on himself, and he wab altogctlicr 
so loose, 1 nth fie rent, and nidiscieet, that I 
could bcnice pity ins situation but 1 had 
conceived <i veneration and friendship tcjr 
the poet, wiio was in all rctpects an olqcc t 
much more wortliy of compassion and re- 
gard When our guests withdrew, and my 
uncle hod retired, with an intention to visit 
me next morning, I made up a bundle cf 
‘5ome linen, and other necessaries, and, bid- 
ding S^^rap carry them to Mr Melopoyn’s 
lodgiiigfr, went thither myself and probsed it 
upon liib acceptance, with five guineas, which 
with much difficulty lie received, assuring 
me at the same time that be should ue\ ( i 
have It in his power to make satisfaction I 
then asked if I could serve him any other 
way, to which he answered, — “yon have 
already done too much and, unable to con- 
tain trie emotions of bis soul any longer, 
burst into tears, and wept aloud Moved a.* 
this spectacle, I left him to his repose , and, 
when my uncle returned in the morning, re- 
presented his character in such a favourable 
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honest seaman was affected When 1 had delivered my hst of medicmcsy 

witfc hkdistresB, and detorminedto follow my diosen a couple of my own countrymen fur 
example, in presenting him with five pieces mates, and bespoke a set of chirurgical in- 
moro , upon which, that 1 mwht save him struments, my uncle told me that, 1^ his 
some confusion, I advised Mr Bowling to m* last voyage, he had cleared almost three tbou- 
close It in a letter, to be delivered by Strap sand pounds, one third of which he would 
afier we should be gone immediately make over and into my 

This was accordingly done I took a for- hands , that he would procure for me credit 
mat leave of all my ac^uamtance in the jail , to the value of as much more, in such goods 
and just as I Was about to step into a hack- as would turn to best account in the country 
uey coach at the gate, Jackson callmg me, to which we were bound , and that, although 
I returned, and jhe asked me m a whisper if he looked upon my interest as his own, he 
I could lend him a shilling His demand would keep the remaining part of his fortune 
being so moderate, and m all likelihood the m his own disposal, with a view of preserv- 
lost he would make upon me, 1 slipped a ing his independence, and a power of pun<- 
gumea into hfs hand, which he no sooner ishmg me, in case 1 should not make a good 
perceived, tlian he cned, — “ 0 Tesus ' a gin- use of what he had already bestowed 
nea *1’* then laying hold of a button of my coat Without troubling the reader with an ac- 

broke out into an immoderate fit of laugh- count of the effect winch this surprising gen- 
ter , and, when his convulsion was ended, erosity had upon my mind, 1 shall only say 
told me 1 was an honest fellow, and let me go that liis promises were instantly performed, 
The coachman was ordered to drive to Mr and an mvoice of merchandize proper for the 
Bowlmg’s lodgings, where, when we arnved voyage presented to me, that I might pur- 
he entered into a serious discourse with me chase the goods, and ship them with all ex- 
on the subject of my situation, and proposed pedition In the midst of this hurry, the 
that I should sail with him in quality of liis remembrance of my charming Narcissa often 
suigeon , in which case he would put me in interposed, and made me the most miserable 
a method of getting a fortune in a few years of all mortals I was distracted with the 
b} my own industry , and assured me, that thought of being torn from her, perhaps fur 
J might expect to inherit all that he should ever , and though the hope of seeing her 
die possessed of, provided I should survive agam might have supported me under the 
him Though 1 was penetrated with a sense toirnents of separation, I could not reflect 
of his generosity, I was btartled at a propo- upon the anguish she iniist feel at parting 
sal that oflTered violence to my lo\ e, and sig- with mo, and the incesbant sorrows to which 
nihod my sentimcntb on that head, winch he her tender bosom would be exposed during 
did not seem to relish, but observed, that lo\o rny absence, without being piurccd with the 
was the fruit of idleness , that, w^hen once I deepest affliction As my imagination was 
should bo employed in business, and my mind daily and nightly upon the rack to invent 
engaged in making money, I bliould be no some method of mitigating this cruel stroke, 
more troubled with these silly notions, which or at least pf acquitting my lov^ and honour 
none but your fair-weather Jacks, who have in the opinion of this gentle creatures I at 
nothing but tlieir pleasure to mind, ought to I length stumbled upon an expedient, with 
entertain 1 was piqued at this insinuation, | which the reader will be made ai quamted in 
which 1 looked upon as a reproach, and, due time , and, m consequence of my detei- 
without givn^ my«elf time to deliberate, ac- ^ mmalion, became less, uA^asy and disturbed 
cepted his offer He was oveijoyed at my My business being finished, and the ship 
compliance, carried me immediately to his ready to sail, I resolved to make my last ap- 
iliief owner, with whom a bargain was pearance among rny acquaintance at the 
struck , BO that then I could no^^etract with other end of the town, where 1 had not been 
lionour, had I been over so rniich averse to seen since rny imprisonment , and as I bad, 
the agreement That 1 might not haventtm^ by the ad\ice of my uncle, taken off some 
to cool, he bade me draw out a list of mcdi- very rich clothes for sale, I put on the gayest 
Clues for a complement of five hundred men, suit m my possession, and went in a chair to 
tvdapted to the distempers of heft climates, the coffee-house I used to frequent, where I 
and sufficient for a voyage of eighteen found rny friend Banter so confounded at the 
in^ntbs, and carry it to a certain wliolewade magnificence of my dress, that, when 1 made 
Upotliecary, who would also provide me iif up to him, he gashed at me with a look of 
two well qualified mates While I wasthue astonishment, without being able for »cmc 
Strap came in, and looked veff minutes to open his lips, Uien pulling me 
when he understood my resojdtion ’ aside b^ the sleeve, and fixing his eyes on 
' howovfi?, after a pause of some minutes, he’ mine, accosted me m this manner — “ Ran- 
jni^ted upon going along with me , and at dom, where the devil have you been ** eh * — 
tAj desire was made ship's steward by cap* What is the meaning of all this finery ** — 
Uum Bowhng, who promised to be at the ex- Oho ♦ I understand youL—You are just arn- 
' of fitting him out, and to lend him two vod from the Cotiniry what » the loads are 

hundred pounds to purchase an adventure. good, eh WeR, Random, you arc a bold 
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^llow, and a lucky fellow * — ^but take care, 
the pitcher goes often to the well, but la 
bniken at last ” So saying he pointed to his 
collar, by which gesture, and the broken 
hints be n^d ejaculated, I found he suspected 
me of having robbed on the highway , and 1 
laughed very heartily at his supposition 
Without explaining myself any further, I told 
him be was mistaken m his conjecture , that 
] had been for some tune past with the rela- 
tion of whom he had frequently heard me 
speak, and that, as I should set out*next 
day upon my travels, I had come to take my 
leave of my friends, and to receive of him 
the money he had borrowed from me, which, 
now that 1 was going abroad, I should cer. 
tainly have occasion for He was a little 
disconcerted at this demand , but, recollect* 
ing himself in a moment, swore, in an af- 
fected passion, that I had used him extreme- 
ly ill, and he would never forgive me, for 
liaving, by this short warning, put it out of 
his power to free himself of an obligation he 
could no longer bear I could not help smi- 
ling at this pretended delicacy, which 1 com- 
mended highly, telling him he needed not to 
be uneasy on th.it score, for I would give 
him a direction to a merchant m the citv, 
with whom I would leave a discliarge for tfio 
sum, to be delivered upon payment He 
professed much joy at this expedient, and, 
with great eagerness, asked the person’s 
name and place of abode, which he forthwith 
wrote in his pocket book, assuring me that 
he should not be lofig in my debt This 
aflfair, which I knew Tie would \ 'Tr after 
think of, being settled to his Ml ‘•faction, 
1 sent cards to all ray friends, desiring the 
favour of their company at a tavern in the 
evening, when they honoured iny inMtation, 
and I had the pleasure of treating them m a 
very elegant manner, at which they express- 
ed equal adimratioii and applause Having 
enjoyed ourselves till midnight, I took my 
leave of them, and was well nigh stifled with 
caresses Next day I set out with Strap in 
a post-chaise for Gravesend, where wc went 
on board, and, the wind serving, weighed 
anchor in less than twelve hours Without 
meeting with any accident, we reached the 
Downs, where we were obliged to come to 
an anchor, and wart for an easterly wind to 
carry us out of the Channel 


CHAPTER LXV 

1 set out for ^uBsex-^onmlt Mrs Sage- 
ly — achieve an interview with Narcissa^ 
return to the ship — we get clear of the 
Channel^I learn our destination — we 
are chased by a large ship — the company 
are dismayed, and encouraged by the 
captain^s speech — our pursuer happens 
to be an English man of tear — we arrive 
at the coa^t of Guinea — purchase four 


hundred negroes, sail for Paraguay, get 
safe into the river of Plate, and sdl our 
cargo to great advantagem 

Ii w^as now 1 put in execution the scheme I 
had projected at London , and asking leave 
of the captain for Strap and me to stay on 
shore till the wind should become favourable, 
my request was granted, because he had 
orders to remain m the Downs until he 
should receive some dispatches from Xoindon, 
which he did not expect m less than a week 
Having imparted my resolution to my trusty 
valet, who (though he endeavoured to dis- 
suade me from such a rash undertaking) 
would not quit me in the enterpnbo, i hired 
horses, and set out immediately for that part 
of Sussex where my charmer was confined, 
which was not above thirty miles distant 
from Deal, where we mounted As I was 
perfectly well acquauited with the extent of 
the squire’s estate and influence, I halted 
within five miles of his house, where we 
remained till the twilight, at which time wc 
set forward, and, by the favour of a dark 
night, reached a copse about half a mile from 
the village where Mrs Sagely lived Here 
we left our horses lied to a tree, and went 
directly to the housf* of old benefactress, 
Strap trembling all the way, and venting e^a- 
cnlatory petitions to Heaven for our saff'ty 
Her habitation being quite solitary, we arriv- 
ed at the door without being observed, when 
1 ordered my companion to enter by himself, 
and, in case there should bo company witli 
her, deliver a letter which 1 had written for 
that purpose, and sav Unit a friend of hers in 
London, understanding that he intended to 
travel this road, had commitled it to his care 
He rapped at th( door, to which the good 
old matron coming, told him, that, being a 
lone woman, he must excuse her, if she did 
not open it, until lu’ had declared his name 
and business He answered, that his name 
was unknow n to her, and that his business 
was to deliver a letter, which (to free her 
from all apprehension) ne w oiild convey to 
her through the space between the door and 
threshold This he instantly performed and 
she no sooner read the contents, which spe- 
cific^ mv being present, than she cned, — 
“ If tlie person who wrote this letter be at 
hand, lot him speak, that I may be assured 
by his voice whether or not I may safely 
admit him ” I fortliwith applied my moutli 
to the keyhole, and pronounced, — “Dear 
mother, you need not be afraid, it is I, so 
much indebted to your goodness, who now 
crave admittance ” She knew my voice, 
and opening the door immediately, received 
me with a truly maternal affection, manifcst- 
ing, by the team she let fall, her concern lest 
1 should be discovered, for she had hem 
informed of every thing that had happened 
between Narcissa and me from the dear 
cnptive^s own mouth When 1 explained 



196 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS 


the motive of mv journey, which was no 
other than a desire of seeing the object of 
my love before I should quit the kingdom, 
that I might m person convince her of the 
necessity 1 was under to leave her, reconcile 
her to that event, by describing the advan- 
tages tlidt m all probability would attend it, 
repeat my vows of eternal constancy, and 
t'lijoy the melancholy pleasure of a tender 
embrace at parting 1 eay, when I had thus 
signified my intention, Mrs Sagely told rne 
that Narcissa, upon her return from Bath, 
had been so strictly watched, that nobody 
but one or two of the servants, devoted to 
her brother, was admitted to her presence, 
that afterwards she hpd been a little enlarged, 
and was permitted to see c umpany , during 
which indulgence, she had been sovt ral times 
at the cottage , but of late she had been be- | 
trayed by one of the servants, who di&eovered 
to the squire, that he had once earned a letter 
fiom her to the post-house, directed to me , 
upon which information she was iiov/ more 
confined than ever, and tlidt I could have no 
( fiance of seeing her, unless I would run the 
risk of getting into the gaulen, where she 
and her maid w ere ev ery day allowed to take 
the air, and lie hid until 1 should have an 
opportunity of speaking to them — an adven- 
ture af;teiided w'lth sucli danger, that no man 
in his right wMts would attempt it This 
enterprise, hazardous qs it was, I resolved 
to perform, m spite of all the arguments of 
Mrs Sagely, who reasoned, cliiu, and en- 
treated by turns , and the tears and prayers 
of Strap, W'ho conjured me, ou his knees, to 
have more regard to myself as well as to 
liim, than to attempt my own destruction in 
such a precipitate manner I was deaf to 
every thing but llie suggestions of rnv love , 
and oidering him to return immediately with 
the ho -see to the inn from whence we set 
out, and wait for my coming in that place, 
lie at first peremptorily refused to leave me, 
until 1 persuaihd him, that if our horses 
biiould remain where they wrere till daylight, 
they would certainly be discovered, and the 
wliole country alarmed On this considera- 
tion he took his leave in a sorrowful plight, 
kissed my hand, and, w^eeping, cried , — ** God 
knows if ever I shall sec yon again ” q. My 
kind landlady, finding me obstinate, gave me 
ht r best advice how to behave m the execu- 
tion of my pro]ect, and after having per- 
suaded mo to take a little refreshment, ac- 
commodated me with a bed, and left me 
my reipose 

Sany m the morning I arose, and, armed 
^ witk a couple of loaded pistols and a banger^ 
weal? to the back part of the squire’s ganfen, 
oiimb^d over the wall, and, according Ijq 
M rs Sagely 8 direction, concealed myself 
a thicket hard by an alcove that terramsited 
a walk at a good distance from the house, 
which (I was told) my mistress mostly fre- 
qiiehicd Here I absconded from five o’clock 


m the morning to six in the evemnff, without 
seeing a human creature , at last I perceiv- 
ed two women approaching, whom, by my 
throbbing heart, I soon recognized to be the 
adorable Narcissa and Miss Williams I 
felt the strongest agitation of soul at the 
sight , and guessing that they would repose 
themselves in the alcove, stepped into it 
uiiperceued, and laid upon the stone table a 
pu ture of myself in miniature for which I 
had sat m London, purposing to leave it witii 
Narefesa before I should go abroad I ex- 
posed It n this manner, as an introduction 
to my own appearance, wliu h, without some 
previous intimation, I was afiaid might hav 
an unlucky p/Tect upon the dedicate nerves 
of my fair enslaver , and then withdrew into 
the thicket, wdierc I could hear their dis- 
course, and suit ni>self to the circumstances 
of the occasion As they advanced, I ob- 
served an air of melancholy m the counte- 
nance of Narcissa, blended with such un- 
speal able sweetness, that I could scan e 
refrain from flying into her arm«*, and kissing 
awu} the pearly drop that stood collected iii 
each bewitching eye According to my ex- 
pectation, she entered the alcove, and, per- 
( eiving something on the table, took it up 
No sooner did she cast her eye upon the 
features, than, startled at the resemblance, 
she cried, — “Good God’” and the ro«fs 
instantly vanished from her cheeks Her 
confulant, alarmed at this exclamatior, look- 
ed at the picture, and, struck with the like- 
ness, exclaimed, — “ O Jesus ' the very fea- 
tures of Mr Random Narcissa, having 
recollected her-'.elt a litlle, said, — “What- 
ever angel brought it hither as a comfort to 
me in my affliction, 1 am thankful for the 
benefit, and will preserve it as the dearest 
object of ray care ” So saying, she kissed 
it with surprising ardour, shed a flood of 
tears, and then deposited the lifeless image 
in her lovely bosom Transported at thes 
symptomb of her unaltered affection, I was 
about to throw myself at her feet, when Mibb 
Williams, whose reflection was less engaged 
than that of her mistrebs, observed that the 
picture could not transport itself hither, and 
that she could not help thinking I Was not 
far off The gentle Narcissa, starting at this 
conjecture, answered^ — “Heaven forbid ' for, 
although nothing in the universe could yield 
me salisfastion equal to that of his presence 
for one poor moment, m a proper place, 1 
w'OUld rather forfeit his company — almost for 
eveff than to see him here, where his life 
would be exposed to so much danger ’ I 
^Ould no longer restrain the impulse of my 
pusBjon, but, breaking from my concealment, 
stood before her, when ehe'uft^d a fearful 
shriek, and fainted in the arms of her com- 
panion I flew towards the treasure of my 
soul, clasped her m my embrace, and, with 
the w^armth of my kisses, brought her again 
to hfe Oh that 1 were endowed with the 
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exprcRSioq of a Raphael, the traces of a 
Guido, the magpie touches of a Titian, tliat 1 
might represent the fond concern, the chast- 
ened rapture and ingenuous blush, that min- 
gled on her beauteous face, when she opened 
her eyes upon me, and pronounced, — *<0 
heavens » is it you 

1 am afraid I have already encroached 
upon the reader’s patience With the particu- 
lars of this amour, on which (1 own) I can. 
not help being impertinently circullistantial i 
1 shall therefore omit the less material pass- 
ages of this interview, during which I con- 
vinced Jier reason, though I could not ap- 
pease the sad presages of her love, with 
legard to the long voyage and dangers I 
must undergo When we nad spent an * our 
(which was all she could spare from the bar- 
barity of her brotlier’s vigilance) in lament- 
ing over our hard fate, and m repeating our 
reciprocal vows, Miss Williams reminded us 
ol the necesbity there was for our immediate 
parting , and, sure, lovers never parted with 
bui^h sorrow and relut tance as we But be- 
cause my words are incapable of doing justice 
to this affecting circumstance, 1 am obliged 
to draw a veil over it, and observe, that 1 
returned in the dark to the house of Mrs 
Sagely, who was overjoyed to hear of my 
fauccess, and opposed the tumults of my grief 
with such strength ot reason, that my mind 
regained in some measure its tranquilhly , 
and, that very night, after haiing forced upon 
th( good gentlewoman a purse ot twenty 
guineas, as a token of my gratitude and 
Cbteein, I took my leaic of lier, and set out 
on foot for the inn, where my arri\al freed 
honest Strap from the hoirors of unutterable 
dread We took horse immediately, and 
alighted early next morning at Deal, where 
I found my undo in great concern on account 
of my absence, because he had received his 
despatches, and must have weighed with the 
lust fair wind, whether I had been on board 
or not Next day, a brisk easterly gale 
springing up, we sot sail, and in eight and 
forty hours got clear of the Channel 

When we were about two hundred leagues 
to westward of tho Land’s end, the captain 
taking me apart into the cabin, told me that, 
now he was permitted by his instructions, 
lie would disclose the intent and destination 
ol oar vojELse “ The ship,” said he, “ winch 
hrs been fitted out at a great expense, is 
bound for the coast of Guinea, where we shall 
exchange part of our cargo for slaves and 
gold dust , from thence we will transport our 
negroes to Buenos Ayres m New Spain, 
where (by virtue of passports obtained from 
our own court and that of Madnd) we will 
dispose of them and the goods that remain 
on board for silver, by means of our super- 
cargo, who 18 perfectly well acquainted with 
the coast, the lingo, and inhabitants ” Being 
thus let into the secret of our expedition, 1 
borrowed of the supercargo a Spanish gram- 


mar, dictionary, and some other books of tho 
same language, which I studied with such 
application, that, before w e arnved in New 
Spam, 1 could maintain a conversation with 
him in that tongue Being arrived in llic 
warm latitudes, 1 ordered (with the captain’s 
consent) the whole ship’s company to be 
blooded and purged, myself undergoing tho 
same evacuation, m order to prevent those 
dangerous fevers to which northern consti- 
tutions are 8ub]ect in hot climates, and I 
have reason to believe that this precaution 
was not unserviceable, for we lost but one 
sailor dunng our whole jias^iagc to the coast 
One day, when wo had been about five 
weeks at sea, wc descried to windward a 
large ship bearing down upon us with all the 
sail slie could carrj Upon which my undo 
ordered the studding-sails to be hoisted, and 
the ship to bo cleared for engaging , but, 
finding that (to use the seaman’s phrase) wc 
were very much wronged by the ship whicli 
had us in chase, and \diich by this time had 
hoisted French colours, lie commanded the 
studding-bailb to be* taken in, the courses to 
be clewed up, the mam-topsail to be backed, 
the tompioiis to be taken out of the guns, 
and every man to repair to his quarters 
While every body was busied m the porform- 
ance of these orders, Strap came upon the 
quarte'*-deck, trembling and looking aghast, 
and, with a loico half suppressed by tear, 
asked if 1 thought vve iverc a match for the 
vessel m pursuit of us Observing lus con- 
sternation, I said, “ What ’ are you afiaid 
Strap “ Afraul ho replied , “ n-iuno , 
w hat should I bo atraid of ’ I thank God 1 
have a clf'ir cont.i leiitc but I IhIicm it will 
be a bloody battle, and I wish voii niaj not 
have occasion for another Jiand to as*^)‘■t vou 
in the cockpit” 1 immediately porcened 
his drift, and making the captain acquainted 
witli hi8 situation, desired he might bo sla- 
tioiied below with me and my mates M> 
uncle, incensed at his pusillanimity, bade me 
send iiim down instantly, that his fear might 
not infect the ship’s company , whereupon, I 
told the poor steward that I had begged him 
foi my assistant, and desired him to go dow ii 
and ^lelp my mates to got ready the instru- 
mente and dressings Notwithstanding the 
satisfaction he must have felt at these tidings, 
he affected a shyness of quitting the upper 
deck , and said, he hoped I did not imagine 
he w’^as afraid to do his duty above board 
for he believed himself as well prepared for 
death as any man in the ship, no di««parnge- 
ment to me or the captain 1 was disgusted 
at his affectation, and, in order to punish Ins 
hypocrisy, assured him he might take his 
choice either of going down to the cockpit 
with me, or of staying upon deck during tho 
engagement Alarmed at this indifference, 
he replied, “ Well, to obligi* you, I’ll go 
dpwn, but remernber it is moie for yoersake 
than my own ” So saying, he disappeared 
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in a twinkling, ^v^thout waiting for an an- very much carfsfeed on his account As this 
^wer commander was destined to cruise upon tiie 

By this time wt could obsen'e two tier of French in the latitude of Martinico, his stem 
guns in the sliip which pursued us, and and quarters were adorned with ivhite 
which was now but two short miles astern flowers-de-lis, and the whole shell of the 
This discovery haxl an evident effect upon ship so much disguised for a decoy to the 
the sailors, who did not scruple to say, that enemy, that it was no wonder my uncle did 
wo should be tom to pieces, and blown out not know her, although he had sailed on 
of the water , and that, if in case any of them board of her many years We kept corn- 
should lose their precious limbs, they must pany with her four days, during winch time 
go a begging for hte, for there was no pro- the q^pt^ns were never asunder, and then 
vision made by the merchants for those poor parted, our course lying difierent Irorn hers 
souls who are maimed m their service The In less than a fortnight after oui ^epara- 
captam, underatandirig tins backwardness, tion, we made the land of Guinea, near the 
ordered the crew abaft, and spoke to them mouth of the river Gambia , and trading 
thus “My lads, I am told you hang an a— fc*e along the coast as far to the southward of 
I have gone to sea thirtv years, a man and a the line as Angola and Bengula, in less than 
boy, and never saw English sailors afraid six months disposed of the greatest pari of 
before Mayhap ;you may tliink 1 want to our cargo, and purchased four hundred ne- 
expose you for the lucre of gain Whoso- grots, my adventure having been laid out ui 
ever thinks so, thinks a d — ^ned lie, for my gold dubt 

whole cargo is insured , so that, in case I Our compliment being made up, we took 
should be taken, my loss would not be great oiir departure from Cape Negro, and arrived 
The enemy is stronger than we, to be sure m the Rio do la Plata in six weeks, liavmg 
What then ' liave we not a chance for carry- met witli nothing remarkable in our voyage, 
ing away one of her and so get clear except an epidemic fever, not unlike the jail 

oi her * If we find her too hard for us, ’tis distemper, which broke out among our slaves, 
but sinking at last If any man is hurt in and carried off a good many of the ship’s 
the engagement, I promise, on the word of compan) , among whom I lost one of my 
an honest seaman, to make him a recom- mates, and poor Strap lud W(*ll nigh given 
pense according to his loss So now, you up the ghost Having prodmedouinassport 
that are lazy, lubberly, cowardly dogs, get to the Spanish governor, we were rtceivrd 
away and skulk ID the hold and bread-room , with great courtesy, sold our slavis in a 
and you that are |ol]y boys, stand by me, very few days, and could have pet oT five 
and let us give one broadside for the honour times the number at our own piite , though 
of Old England ” This eloquent harangue we were obliged to smuggle the rest of on* 
was BO well adapted to the disposition of his merchandise, consisting of European bale* 
hearers, tliat one and all of them, pulling ofi goods, which, however, we made shift to dis- 
tlieir huts, waved thorn over their heads, and pose of at a great advantage 
saluted him with three cheers, upon which 
he sent Ins boy for two large case-bottles of 

brandy, and, having ticattd every man with CHAPTER LX VI 

a dram, they repaiied to their quarterd, and 

waited iinpaticntlv for the word of command J am nivUcd to the villa oj a ^painsh don, 

I must do my uncle the justice to say, that, where we meet with an Knsrlish i»enth- 
in the whole of his disposition, he behaved man^ and make a very mUrestintr dts-^ 
with the utmost intrepidity, conduct, and lovery — we leave Buenos Ayres, and 
deliberation The enemy being very near, arrive at Jamaica 
he ordered me to my station, and was pist 

going to give the word for hoisting the co- Ovu ship being freed from the disagreeable 
lours, and bring, w^hen the supposed FrAich- lading of negroes, to whom indeed I had 
mail hauled down his white jiennant, jack, been a miserable slave since our leaving the 
and ensign, hoisted English ones, and fired coast of Guinea, I began to enjoy myself, 
a gan a-head of us This was a joyful event and breathe with pleasure the pure air of 
to Captain Bowling, who immediately showed Paraguay, this part of w Inch is rcc kontd the 
his colours, and fired a gun to lecvrurd , upon Montpelier of South America, and lias oL- 
which the other ship ran along-side of us, tamed, on account of its climate, the name 
Jiailed him, and, giving him to know that she of Buenos Ayres It was in this delicious 
was an English man-of-war of forty guns, place that I gave myself entirely up to the 
ordered him to hoist out Ins boat and come thoughts of my dear Narcissa, whose imagt 
onboard This command he obeyed with still kept possession of my breast, and whose 
the more alacrity , because upon inquiry he charms, enhanced by absence, appeared to 
found tliat she was commanded by an old my imagination, if possible, more engaging 
messmate of his, who was overjoyed to see than ever* 1 calculated the profits of my 
Ii»rn, detained him to dinner, and sent his voyage, which even exceeded my expe^^ta- 
Large for the supercargo and me, who were tion , resolved to purchase a handsome sine- 
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cure upon my arrival in England* and, if I 
should find tlie squire as averse to me as ever, 
marry his sister by steajth , and in case our 
family should increase, rely upon the gene^ 
rosity of my uncle, who was by this time 
worth d considerable sum. 

* Whild I amused myself with these agree- 
able projects, and the transporting hopes of 
enjoying Narussa, we were very much ca- 
ressed % the Spanish gentlemen, who fre- 
quently termed parties of plctisure fos our 
entertainment, in which we made excursions 
a good way into the coimtry Among those 
who signalized themselves by their civility 
to us, there was one Don Antonio de Ribera, 
a very polite joung gentleman, with whom 
I hud ( ontracted an intimate triendship, u ho 
incited us one day tohib country house, and, 
as a further inducement to our compliance, 
promised to procure for us the company of 
on English signor, who had been settled in 
those partb many years, and acquirpd the 
love and esteem ot the whoh province by 
his affability, good bense, and honourable 
behaviour 

We accepted lus in\italion, and bet out 
tor his villa, where we had not been longer 
than an hour, when the person arrived, in 
wliose taiour I had been so much prepob- 
bcs^ed He was a tail man, romarkdhlj well 
bliaped, of a fine mien and appearance, (om- 
inanding respei t, and seemed to be turned 
forty , the features of hib face wore bad- 
den ed with a rebcrve and gravity, wliifh m 
other countries would hd\e been thought the 
efiocl ot melancholy , but here appeared to 
have been contracted by his (ommerce with 
the fc^paniardb, who are remarkable for that 
•^evenly of countcnanie Understanding 
from Don Antonio that we were hi> country- 
men, he baluted us all round \ery complai- 
‘^iintly, and, faxing hib cyeb \ery attcntmlv 
oM mo, uttered «i deep bigli I had been 
htrmk with a profound venerdtioiifor him at 
ins first coming into the room, and no 
sooner obser\ed this expression ot his sorrow 
(l.rectod, as it were, m a particular manner 
to me, than my heart took part in his grief , 
1 sympathized involuntarily, and sighed in 
my turn Having asked leave ot our enter- 
tainer, be accosted us in English, proft's^ed 
Ills satisfaction at seeing so many of Ins 
countrymen in such a remote place, and 
asked the captain, who wont by tho name of 
►Signor Thoma, from what part of Britain he 
had sailed, and whither he was bound My 
uncle told him that we had sailed from the 
river Thames, and wore bound to the same 
place by the way of Jamaica, where we in- 
tended to take in a lading of sugar 

Having satisfied hiuibclf m these and other 
particulars about the slalo of the war, he 
gave us to understand, that he had a longing 
deb^re to revisit his native country, in con- 
fcoquence of which he had dlreiidy transmitted 
to Europe the greatest part of hib fortune in 
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neutral bottoms, and would wiUmgty embark 
the rest of it with himself in our ship, pro- 
vided the captain had no ol:»}ection to such a 
passenger My uncle very prudently replied, 
tliat for his part he should be very glad of 
his company, if he could procure the consent 
of the governor, without wdiich he durst not 
admit him on board, whatever inclination he 
had to oblige him The gentleman approved 
of hiB discretion, and, telling him that there 
would be no difficulty in obtaining the con- 
nivance of the governor, who was his good 
friend, shifted the conversation to another 
subject 

I was overfoyed to hear his mtcntion, and 
already interested myself so much in his fa- 
voiir, that, had he been disappointed, I should 
hfive been very unhappy in the course of 
our entertamnienf, he eyed me with uiu om- 
mon attachment i felt a surprising attraction 
towards him w hen he spoke, T listened with 
attention and reierence, the dignity of hn 
deportment filled me with affection and awe , 
and 111 short the emotions of my soul, in 
presence ot this stranger, were strong and 
unaccountable 

Having spent the bt -^t part of the day w^ith 
he look hib leaie, telling Captain Thoma, 
that he «‘honId hear from him in a short time 
He was lo sormcr gone than I asked a tl ou- 
Siind questions about him ot Don \ntOTiio, 
who could givouH no other satisfriction than 
th«it Ins name was Don Rodrigo, that he bad 
li\ed fifteen or sixteen ycar^ in thc'^e } aits, 
was repnttil ru h, and supposed to have I fen 
iiiiioitunalf in lii‘< ^ oimgcr years, because he 
was (dib^rved to nourish a pensive melan- 
choly, even from the lime of his first scUle- 
meiit among then , but that nobodv had vi ii 
turc'dto inqu'ri into the cause of his sorrow, 
m consideration of his peace, whi( h rnigl. 
softer in thf» recapitulation of his mistortun s 

1 WO', seized with an irresistible (li*sire ot 
knowing the partuulars of h s fate, and en- 
joyed not one four of repose during the 
wdiole nightf b\ reason of the eager concep- 
tions that inspired me with rt'gard to I.is 
story, wIiilIi I resolved (if possible) to learn 
Ne/t morning, while we were at breakfast, 
three^iniiles richly coinpansoned arrived 
a inessage from Don Rodrigo, desiring oui 
company, and that of Don Antonio, at his 
house, which was situated about ten miles 
further up in the <^untry T was pleased 
with this invitation, in cousequenco of which 
we mounted the mules which he had provided 
for Ub, and alighted at his house before nooi 
Here w^e were splendidly entertained by the 
generous 8tratiger„who ©till seemed to show 
a particular regard for me, and after diniic* 
made me a present of a ring set with abeinu 
tiful ainethjngt, the production of that cnnii 
try, saying, at the same time, that he w a*, 
once blessed with a son, who, had he lived, 
would have been nearly of mv age Tln-i 
obsen ation, delivered wUh a profound sigh, 
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made my heart throb with violence , a crowd that I fell »ick, fevered, and in less than three 
of confused ideas rushed upon my imagina- hours became quite delirious , so that the 
tion, which, while 1 endeavoured to unravel, preparatioub were countermanded, and the 
my unde, perceiving my absence of thought, joy of the family converted into grief and 
and tapping me on ilie shoulder said, ** Oons, uespair Physicians were instantly called, J 
are you asleep, Rory * Before 1 had time was plentifully blooded in the foot, my lowei 
to reply, Don Rodngo, with uncommon eager- extremities were bathed in a decoction of 
nebb of voice and look, pronounced, ** Pray, salutiferous herbs in ten hours after 1 was 
captain, what is the young gentleman’s taken ill, I ciqoyed a critical sweat, and next 
narne'f” “ His name,” said iny unde, ‘^is day felt no remains of the distemper, but on 
Roderick Random ’* Gracious powers agrenuble lassitude, which did not hinder me 
cried the stranger, starting up — “and his from getting up During the progress of 
mother’s “ His mother,” answered the this fever, which, from the term of its dura- 
captam amazed, “was called Charlotte Bow- tion, is called ephemera^ my father never 
ling ” “ O bounteous heaven exclaimed once quitted my bedside, but administered 

Don Rodrigo, springing across the table, and the prescriptions of the physicians with the 
c lasping me in liis arms, “ my son ’ my son ' most pious care , while Captain Bowling 
have 1 found thee again do 1 hold thee m manifested his concern by the hke attendance 
ni> embrace, after having lost and despaired I no sooner found myself delivered from the 
of beeing tlice so long So saying, he fell disease, than I l>ethought myself of my honest 
upon my neck, and wept aloud for joy , while friend Strap, and resolving to make hioi 
the power of nature operating strongly in my happy forthwith in the knowledge of my 
breabt, I was lost in rapture, and while* he good fortune, told my father, in general, that 
pressed me to his lieart, let fkll a shower of I had been infinitely obliged to this faithful 
tears into his bosom His utterance was adherent, and begged he would indulge me 
choked up a good while by the agitation of so far as to send for him, without letting bun 
his bouI , at length he broke out into, “ Mys- know my happiness, until he could receive an 
lenous Piovidence ^ O my dear Charlotte, account of it from my own mouth 
there vet remains a pledge of our love * and My request was instantly complu^d with, 
such a pledge ^ — bo found ’ O infinite good- and a messenger with a spare mule d^s- 
iiess, lot mo adore thv all wise decrees*” patched to the ship, carr> mg orders from the 
Having thus expressed himself, he kneeled captain to the mate, to send the steward by 
upon the floor, liiled up his cvea and hands tlie bearei M> health being, in the mean 
to heaven, and remained some minutes m a time, re-established, and my mind compobcd, 
silent ocblasy of devotion I put ni>self in 1 began to relish this important turn of m} 
the baine po&ture, adoiod the all good Dis- fortune, in reflecting upon the advantages 
poser in a praver of mcntdl thanksgiving , with which it must be attended , and, os the 
and, when his ejaculation was ended, did idea of my lovely Narcissa always joined 
hoinagt to my father, and craved his paler- itself to every scene of happiness I could 
nal blehsmg lie hugged me again with imagine, I entertained myself now with the 
uunttenblf fondness, and, having implored prospect of possessing her m that di'^lin- 
the protection of heaven upon my head, guished sphere to which she was entitled by 
raised me from the ground, and presented her birth and qualifications Having often 
me as his son to tlie company, who wept in mentioned her name while I was deprived 
concert over this afieiting scene Among of m> senses, my father guessed that there 
the rest, my um le did rot fail to’discovci the was an intimate connexion between us, and 
goodness and joy of 1 JI 8 heart Albeit, unused discovering the picture that hung in my bo- 
ro the melting mood, he blubbered with great som by a riband, did not doubt that it was 
tmwlerne‘^s, and wringing my father’s hand, the resemblance of my amiable mistress la 
cned, “Brother Random, Tm rejoiced to see this belief he was confirmed by my uncle, 
;pu — God be praised for this liappy meeting*” who told him that it was the picture of a 
Don Rodrigo, understanding that he w as ins young woman, to w^hom L was under promise 
brother-in-laws embraced him affectionately, of marriage Alarmed at tjus piece of infor- 
fe^ayirig, “ A.rc you inv uharlotte’s brother ** ination, Don Rodrigo took the first opportii- 
Ams I unhappy (^liarlottc ' but why should I nity of questioning me about the particulars 
repine** w^e shall m^et again, never more to of this afiair, which w^hen 1 had candidlj 
pj^rt* Brother, you aie truly well orne Dear accounted, he approved ot my passion, and 
son, J am transported with unspeakable joy 1 promised to contribute all in his power to- 
This day i«? a jubilee — my friends and servants wards its success Though 1 never doubted 
shall share my satisfaction.” his generosity, I was transported on thi<; 

While he despatched messengers to the occeusion, and, throwing myself at his feet, 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood, to announce told him he bad now completed my happi 
this event, and gave orders for a grand en- ness, for, without the possession of Narcissa, 
tertammeut, I was so much affected with the 1 should be miserable among all the plea8ure^ 
tumults of passion, which assailed me on of life He raised me with a smile of pater- 
thts great, sudden, and unexpected occasion, nal fondness , said, he knew what it was to 
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be m and observed, that, if he had rehjnrtnn, it was not in his power to make my 

been as tenderly beloved by his father as I fortune any other way than by encouraging 
was by mine, he should not now perhaps have me to trade, v^hich 1 had not *ong prosecutoa 

cause hero he was interrupted by a sigh, when m> patron died, and I found mjsclt in 

the tear rushed into his eye, he suppres^ the midst of strangers, without one friend to 
tJie dictates of h*s grief, and, the time being support Or protect me TJigod by this c on- 
opportune, desired me to relate tlie passages sideration, I sold my ejects, and removed to 
ot my life, which my uncle had told him were this country, the governor of which, Jiavniig 
mauifold and surpnsmg I recounted the been appointed by the viceroy, was my inti- 
most material circumstances of my fortune, mate acquaintance Here has heaven pres- 
to which he listened with wonder and atten- pOred rny endeavours during a residence of 
lion, manifesting fixim time to time tHose sixteen years, in which my tranquillity ivae 
different emotions which mv diffTcrent situ- never invaded but by the remembrance of 
at’ons may be supposed to have raised m a your mother, whose death I have m secret 
parent’s breast , and, when my detail was mourned without ceasing, and the reflection 
ended, bl'^ssed God for the adversity I had of you, whoso fate I could never learn, not- 
undergone, v/Iiich, he said, enlarged the iin- withstanding all my inquiries by modiis of 
derslanding, improved the heart, steeled the my friends in France, who, after Uie most 
constitution, and qualified a young man for strict examination, could give me no other 
all the duMes and enjoyments of life much account than that } ou w ent abroad six years 
better limn any education which affluence ago, and was never after hoard of I could 
coil’d bestow not rest satisfied with this imperfect infor- 

Wlien I had thus satisfied his curiosity, I mation, and, though my hope of finding you 
dscovered an inclination to hear the parti- was but languid, resolved to go in quest of 
culars of Ins story, winch he gratified by be- you m person , for which purpose I have rc- 
gmning with his marriage, and proceeded to mittcd to Holland the value of twenty thou- 
the day of hih disappearing, as 1 have related sand pounds, and am m possession < f fifteen 
in the first part of mv memoirs “Uarelesb thoiibond more, with winch 1 intended to 
or Lfo,” continued he, “ and unable to live in embark mybolt on board ot Capta.n BovJj'^g, 
a place whet e every object recdUed the mem- before I dibcovered this ama/ing stroke ot 
ory of my dear Charlotte, w horn I had lost Providence, w^hicb, you may be sun', has not 
1 lirough the barbarity of au unnatural parent, altered my intention 

1 took my leave of you, my child, then an My father, hav mg entcrlamed us with this 
infant, with a heart full of unutterable wo, agreeable sketch of his life, withdrew m order 
but little suspecting that iny fUther’s unkind^ to relieve Don Antoieo, who, in his abser t e, 
nebS would have descended to rny innocent had done the honours of his hoube and 1 
orphan, and, setting om alone at midnight was jUb( dressed for my apucarance among 
for the nearest seaport, early ne\t morning the guests, when Strap arrived from the ship 
got on board a ship, bound, as 1 Iiad heard. He no sooner entered the grand apartment 
tor Frame , and, bargaining with the mubter in which I was, and saw^ the inagiufiieiu e ol 
tor my piibbage, bade a long adieu to my ny apjiarel, than hib speech w%is loit in 
ridtiic (ouiitrv, and put to &ea with the first amn/emont, and he gaped in sileiuo at the 
far wind The place of our destination was objecU that surroumled bun I took him by 
Granville, but we had the inialortune to run the hand, observed that f bad bent for him to 
upon a ridge of rocks near the island of Al- be a witness and sharer of iny happiness, and 
dvjrney, called the Cafekets, where, the sea told h’ln I had found a father At these 
running high, the ship went to pieces, the words he btarted, and, after having continued 
boat sunk alongside, and every soul on board some minutes with his mouth and eyes wide 
perished, except myself, who, by the assist- open, cried, “Ah' — odd, I know what' — 
ance of a grating, got on the coas^ of Nor- go thv w'ays, poor Narcissa, and go thy 

mnndy I went directly to Caen, where I w aV‘',asoni(»body else — well Lord, what 

was so lucky as to meet with a count, whom a thing is love ' God help us ' arc aft our 
I had formerl) known m my travels with mad pra iks and protcbtations come to fins * 
this gentleman I set out for Pans, w^here I and have you fixed your habitation in this 
was rocoimnendcd by him and other fnends distant land ’ God prosper you — find wo 
as tutor to a young nobleman, whom I a( - must part at last— for I would not leave my 
companied to the court of Spam There we poor carcass so far from my native home for 
remained a whole year, at the end of which, all the wealth of the universe With these 
rny pupil being recalled by his father, I quit- ejaculations, he began to sob and make wrv 
ted my office, and stayed behind, by the advice faces , upon which 1 assured him of his niis- 
of a certain Spanish grandee, who took me take, botli in regard to Narcissa and mv 
into his protection, and introduced me to staying in Paraguay, and informed him 
another nobleman, w'ho was afterwards ere- briefly as I coula ofthe groat event that had 
ated viceroy of ]?eru lie insisted upon happened- Never w«b rapture niorr liuli- 
niy attending him to hib government in the crously expnessed than m the behaviour of 
1 idles, w h^re, however, by reason of my this wo’lhy creature, who cned, laughed, 
4 T* 
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Bang, and danced, all in a breath 
Hifl tratmport was scarce ov^r, when tny 
father entered, who no Booner understood 
that this was Strap, than he took him by the 
hand, saying, ** Is this the honest man who 
befhended you so much in your distress^ 
You are welcome to my houses and 1 will 
soon put it in the jtowet of my son to reward 
you for your good offices in his behalf; m 
the mean time go with us, and partake of 
the repast that is provided ** Strap, wild as 
he was with joy, would by no means adcept 
of the profibred nonour, crying, God forbid I 
1 know my distance-— your worship shall 
ouse me.” And Don Rodrigo, finding his 
modesty invinctble, recommended him to his 
major-^domo, to be treated with the utmost 
respect , while he carried me into a large 
saloon, where I was presented to a nimierons 
company, who loaded me with compliments 
and caresses, and congratulated my father in 
terms not proper for me to repeat 

Without spec ifying the particulars of our 
entertainment, let it sufhee to say, it was 
at the same time elegant and sumptuous, 
and the rejoiangs lasted two days after 
which Don Rodrigo settled his affairs, con- 
i^rted his effects into silver and gold, 
VIS ted and took leave of aU his fnends, who 
were grieved at his departure, and honoured 
me with considerable presents , and coming 
on board of my unde's ship, with the first 
fair wind we sailed firom the Rio de la Plata, 
and in two months came safe to an anchor 
in the harbour of Kmgston, in the island 
of Jamaica 


CHAPTER LXVII 

♦ 

I Vint my old friend Thomson — we set sml 
for Europe — meet with an odd adventure 
— arrive m England — I ride across the 
country from Portsmouth to Susser — 
converse with Mrs Sagely, who informs 
me of Narcissd*s being in London — in 
consequence of this intelligence I pro- 
ceed to Canterbury — meet with my old 
friend Morgan'-^amve at Londonr^visit 
Narcissa — introduce my father to &sr— 
he 18 charmed with her good sensb' and 
< beauty — ipe come to a determination of 
demanding her brother* s consent to our 
marriage 

f as soon as I got ashore, about 

my generous companion Mr Thomson , and 
hearing tliat ho lived in a flourishing condi* 
tion ^pon the estate left him by bis wife's 
^ fetbut, who had been dead some years, I look 
Wrse immediately, w ith the consent of Don 
Boullgo, w'ho had beard me mention hife 
with great regard, and m a few houre reached 
tins jpiace of his habitaHon 
^ l^uld much wrong the delicacy of Mr 
Thomsoii'a sentnnents, to say barely he was 


glad to see me , he felt all that the most 
sensible and 'disintereetcd friendship cmild 
feel on this occasion, introduced me to his 
wife, a very atmable young lady, who had 
already blessed him with two fine children , 
and, being as yet ignorant ift my oircuin- 
stances, frankly offered me the assistance of 
his purse and interest 1 thanked him for 
hiB generous intenition, and made him ac- 
quainted with my Situation, on which he 
congratulated me with great joy, and, after 
I had stayed with him a whole day and night, 
accompanied me back to Kingston, to wait 
upon my father, whom he invited to his 
house Don Rodrigo complied with his re- 
quest, and, having been handsomely enter- 
tained during the space of a week, returned, 
extremely well satisfied with the behaviour 
of iny friend and his lady, to whom, at part- 
ing, he presented a very valuable diamond 
ring, as a token of his esteem During the 
course of my conversation with Mr Thomson, 
he gave me to understand, that his and my 
old commander, Captain Oakum, was dead 
some months , and that, immediately after 
hiB death, a discovery had been made of f^ome 
valuable efiects that he had feloniously se- 
creted out of a prize, by the assistance of 
Dr Mackshane, who was now actually in 
prison on that account, and, being destitute 
of friends, subsisted solely on the charity of 
my friend, whose bounty he had implored in 
the most abject manner, after bavmg been 
the barbarous occasion of driving him to that 
terrible extremity on board of the Thunder, 
which we have formerly related Wliatbo- 
ever this wretch might have been guilty of, 
1 applauded Mr Thomson's generosity to- 
wards him in hiB distress, which wrought so 
much upon me also, that 1 sent him ten 
pistoles, in such a private manner that he 
could never know his benefactor. 

While my father and I were caressed 
among the gentlemen on shore, Captain 
Bowling had written to his owners by the 
packet, which sailed a few days after our 
arrival, signifying bis prosperous voyage 
hitherto, and desiring them to insure his 
ship and cargo homeward-bound , after which 
precaution he applied himself so heartily to 
the task of loading his ship, that, with the 
assistance of Mr Thomson, she was full m 
less than six weeks This kind gentleman 
likewise procured for Don Rodrigo bills upon 
London for the greatest part of his gold and 
silver, by which means it was eecured against 
the nsk of the seas and the enemy , and 
before we sailed, supplied us with such large 
quantities of ell kmds of stock, that not only 
we, but the ship's company, fared sumptu- 
ously during the voyage 

Every thing being ready, we took our leave 
of our kind entertainers, and, going on board 
at Port Royal, set nail fbr England on the 
first day of June We beat up to windward, 
with fine easy weather , and one night, believ- 
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’ in^ ourselves near Cape Tiberoon» lay too, 
with an intention to wood and water next 
rooming: m the bay While we remained m 
this situation, a sailor, having: drank more 
^ new rum than he could carry, sta^^ered 
overboard, and, ootwitlislanding ejI the means 
that could be used to preserve bun, went to 
the bottom and disappeared. About two 
hours after this melancholy accident hap* 
pened, as I enjoyed the cool air on the 
quarter deck, I heard a voice rising:, 9f it 
were, out of the sea, and calling,^** bo,^the 
ship, ahoy »** Upon which one of the men 
upon the forecastle cned , — ** I’ll be damned 
u tliat an’t Jack MarUnspike, who wont over- 
board * ’* Not a little surpnsod at this event, 
f jumped into the boat that lay along-sido, 
with the second mate and four men, and, 
rowing towards the place from whence the 
voice (which repeated the hail) seemed to 
proceed, we perceived something floating 
upon the water , when wc had rowed a little 
farther, we diacemed it to be a roan nding 
upon a hencoop, who, seeing us approach, 
pronounced with a hoarse voice, — “ damn 
vour bloods ' why did you not answer when 
L hailed^’* Our mate, who was a veritable 
seaman, hearing this soluUs said, — “ By G — , 
niy lads, this is none of our man this ik the 
<levil — pull away for the ship ” The fellows 
obeyed his command, without question, and 
were already some fktlioms on «>«r return, 
when 1 insisted on their taking up the poor 
I realure, and prevailed upon them to go back 
to the wreck, which when wc came near tlss 
second time, and signified our mtentiun, vve 
recciv ed an answer of — ‘ A\ ast, avast, — -what 
<hip, bi other *’* Being satisfied in this par- 
ticular, ho cried, — *< Damn the ship » 1 was m 
hopes it had been my own — where are you 
bound'*” We satisfied Ins curiosity in this 
particular too upon which he suffered him- 
self to be taken on board, and afler having 
been comforted with a drain, told us he be- 
longed to the Vesuvio man of war, upon a 
< rinse off the island of Hispaniola , that he 
had fallen overboard about four-and-twenty 
hours ago, and the ship being under sail, 
they did not choose to bnng too, but tossed 
a hencoop overboard for Ins convenience, 
upon which he was in good hopes of reach- 
ing the cape nevt morning f howsoniever, lie 
was as well consent to be aboard of us, be- 
rause he did not doubt that wc should meet 
hib ship , and, if ho had gone ashore in the 
bay, he might have been taken prisoner by 
tlie Prencli M> nnclc and father were very 
much diverted with the account of this fellow’s 
unconcerned behaviour, and, in two days, 
meeting with the Vesuvio, as he expected, 
sent him on board of her, according to his 
desire 

Having beat up feuccesefully the windward 
passage, we stretched to the northward, and, 
falling in with a westerly wind, in eight 
weeks arrived m soundings, and m two dsys 


after made the Liaard It is impossible to 
express the joy 1 fblt at the sight of English 
ground Don Rodrigo was not unmoved, 
and Etrap shed tears of gladness. The sail- 
ors profited by our satisfaotion, th(^ shoe that 
was nailed to the mast being quite filled with 
our liberality My uncle resolved to run up 
into the Downs at once , but the wind shift- 
mg when we were abreast of the isle of 
Wight, be was obliged to turn into St He- 
lenas, and come to Spithcad, to the great 
mortification of the crew, tinrty of whom 
were immediately pressed on boaid of a man 
of war 

My father and I w*ent asliore immediately 
at Portsufouth, leaving Strap with the captain 
to go round with the ship and take care of 
our efibets , and 1 discovered so much impa- 
tience to see my charming Narcibsa, that my 
lather permittcii me to ride across the coun- 
try to her brother’s house, while he bhould 
hire a post-chaise for London, where he 
would wait tor me at a place to winch I di- 
rected him 

Fired with all the eagerness of pabsion, 1 
took post tliat very night, and m the morn- 
ing reached an inn, about three milch fiom 
the squire’s liabitation , where 1 remained 
till evening, allaying the torture of my im- 
patience with the rapturous hope of bcciiig 
that divine creature, afler an absence of 
eighteen nionths, which, far from jinpauing, 
had raised my love to the inobt exalted pitch 
Neither were iny ndiej lions fioe fiorn appre- 
honsxons, that Himetimes mt in cned m spiu 
of all my hop^j, and n presented her as hav- 
ing yielded to the importunity of her brother, 
and blessed tlic aims of a happy rivul 1^1/ 
thoiightb were even maddened with the fi r 
of hf r death , and when 1 arrived m the daik 
at the houbc ol Airs Sagely, ( had not for 
bonie tunc courage to desire admittance, le^^t 
my soul should be shocked with dismal ti- 
dings At length, however, 1 knocked, and 
no sooner c crtihed the good gentlewoman o< 
my voice, than she opened the door, snd re- 
ceived mo with a most affectionate embrace, 
that bi ought tears into her aged eyes, Foi 
heaven’s sake ’ dear mother,” cried T, “ tell 
iiw* how IS Nan issa * is bhe the same that 1 
left her *” She blessed my ears with saying, 
— “she jb as beautiful, in a-t, good health, ami 

iiiut h yours as ever ” Ti ausported at thi^ 
assurance, I begged to know if J could not 
qec her that very night, when this sai»t. 
matron gave me to undet stand that my mib- 
trcbs was in London, and that things were 
strangely altered in the squire’s house sim e 
my departure , that he had been married .i 
whole yent to Melinda, who at first found 
means ip v^ean his attention so much fimn 
rnrcissa, that he became quite careles t f 
that lovely sister, comforting himself witu 
the clause in his father’s will, by whith bhe • 
would fbifhit her fbrtune by marrying witliout 
his conseat; that my mistress, being but m- 
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fliiferently treated by her swter-w-kWt had 
made use of her freedom aoiiae months a^, 
ard gone to town, where she waa lodmg 
with Mias Williams, in eitpectation or my 
arrival, and had been pestered ^th 
ad^esses of Lord Qmverwat, who, finduig 
her heart engaged, had klkn upon a peat 
many shifts to pevsaade her that I was &ad , 
hut finding all 4is lotifio^ uusoocesaful, and 
despairing of gainbig her ai&otion, he had 
consoled hihiseif m her mdi^renee by 
marrying another lady seme weeks ago, who 
had already left him on account m some 
family uneasiness Besides this interesting 
information, she told me, that there was not 
a peat deal of harmony between Melinda 
and the squire, who was so much disgusted 
at the number of gallants who contihiied to 
hover about her even after marriage, that he 
had burned her down into the country much 
against her own inclination, where their mu- 
tual aniinobitics had arisen to such a height, 
that they preserved no decency before com- 
pany or servants, but abused one another in 
the grossest terms 

This good old gentlewoman, to give me a 
convincing proof of my dear Narclssa’s un- 
alterable love, patified me with a sight of 
the last letter she had favoured her with, in 
which 1 was mentioned with bo much honour, 
tenderness and concern, that my soul was 
bred with impatience, and I* determined to 
ride all night, that I might have it the sooner 
m my power to make her happy Mrs 
Sage'y perceiving my eagornebs, and her 
maternal affection being equally divided be- 
tween Narussa and me, begged leave to 
remind me of the sentiments with which I 
went abroad, that would not permit me for 
any selhbh gratification to prejudice the for- 
tune of that amiable } oung lady, w^ho must 
entirely depend upon roe, after having be- 
btovved herself in marriage. I thanked her 
for lier kind concern, and as biiefiy as 
possible dcbcnbed my flourislung situation, 
which afforded this humane person infinite 
wonder and satisfaction 1 told her, that, 
now I had an opportunity to manifest my 
gratitaide for tJie obligations I owed, 1 would 
endeavour to make her old age comfortable 
and easy , as a step to w^hich, I proposed she 
should come and live with Narcissa and me 
Tm^ venerjble gcntlewoinan was so much 
iftfibeted with my words, that the tears ran 
down her ancient checks , she tlimikcd hea- 
VOta that 1 had not belied the presages she 
]ia4 made on her first acquaintance with me, 
itnkaowledging my generositv, as she called 
it» in the most elopnt tM pathetic ©xpr<»!fi‘- 
ions ; but declmed my proposal, on account 
of jmr attachment to the dear melanclidiy 
wheia she so peaceful^ cOn* 
her sohtaiy widow^hood Finding her 

n^aumvable oft this subject, I insisted on her 
aent^ptmg o present of thirty gumoaa, and 
took my leave, resolving to accommodate 


her with the same sum annually, for the’ 
mote comfortable support of the infirmities 
of old age 

Having rode all night, I found myself at 
Canteibury in the mornmgT where I alighted 
to procure fteah horses , and, as 1 walked 
into tte mn, perceived an apothecary’s shop 
on the other side of the street, with the 
name of MoVgan over tlm door Alarmed 
at this discoveiy, 1 dfmld not help thinking 
tha^ my old messmate had settled in this 
place , and, upon inquiry, found my conjec- 
ture true, and that he was mamed lately 
to >a widow m that by whom he had 
got three thousand pounds Rejoiced at 
this intelligence, 1 went to his shop as soon 
as It was open, and found friend be- 
hind the counter, ^y m prepanng a glys- 
ter I saluted him at entrance with — 
Your servant, Mr Morgan ” Upon which 
he looked at me, and replying, — “Your 
most humble sen ant, goot sir,” rubbed his 
ingredients in the mortar, without any emo- 
tion “ What said 1, ** Morgan, have 
you forgot your old messmate At these 
words, he looked up again, and starting, 
cried,—** A^ Cot is my— sure it cannot — 
yes, by my salfation, I pclieve it is my 
dear friend Mr Rantom ” lie was no 
sooner convinced of my identity, than ho 
threw down the pestle, overset the mor- 
tar, and, jumping over the board, swept up 
the contents with his clothes, flew about 
my neck, hugged me ofibctionately, and 
daubed me all over with tnipentine and 
the yolk of eggs, which he bad been mix- 
ing when I tame in Our mutual con- 
gratulations being over, he told me, that 
he found ‘hftnself a widower upon his re- 
turn frMp the West Indies that he had 
got interest to be appointed surgeon of a 
man of «war, in wh'ch Capacity lie had 
sened some years, until he mamed an apo- 
thecary’s widow, with whom he now en- 
joyed a pretty good sum of money, peate 
and quiet, and aft iladiffeient good tiade 
He was very desirous of hearing my ad- 
ventures, which I a<=;siired bun I had not 
time to relate, but told him ijn general, mv 
circumstances were \ery giiod, and that I 
hoped to see him when I should not be 
m Buch a hurry as at, present He insist- 
ed, however, on my staying breakfast, ami 
introduced me to his wife, wlio st emed to 
be a decent, sensible woman, pietty vveU 
slncken in years In the course of onr 
conversation, he showed the sleeve buttons 
I had o^chllnged with him at our p-tting 
in the West Indies, and was not a little 
proud to see that I had preserved his with 
the fiame care When 1 informed hun of 
Macksliane's ctmdition, he seemed at hr^it 
to exult over his distress, but, after a little 
recollection, said, — •* well, he has paid for 
lus malice , I forgife him, and moy Tot fu**- 
gife him likewise ” He expressed great 
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concern for the soul of Captain Oakum, 
which he believed was now g^pashing its 
teeth , but it was some time before I could 
convince him of Thomson’s being alive, at 
whose ^od fortune, neverthelefis, he was 
extremmy glad ^ 

Having renewed tmr protestations of 
friendship, I bade the honest Welchman and 
his spouse farewell, and taking post horses, 
arrived at London that same night, where 
I found my father in good health, to jjirhom 
I imparted what I haa learned of Narcissa 
This indulgent parent approved of my inten- 
tion of marrying her, even without a for- 
tune, provided her brother’s consent could 
not be obtained , promised to make over to 
me in a few days a sudiriency to mintam 
her m a fashionable manner , and expressed 
a desire of seeing tins amiable creature, who 
had captivated me so much 
As I had not slept the night before, and 
was besides fatigued with my journev, 1 
found myself under a necessity of tafang 
feome repose, and went to bed accordingly , 
next normng, about ten o’clock, I took a 
chair, and, according to Mrs Sagely ’s direc- 
tions, went to my charmer’s lodgings, and 
inquired for Miss Williams I had not v, aited 
in the parlour longer than a minute, when 
this young woman entered, and no sooner 
perceived me, than she bhrieked and ran 
backward , but I got between her and the 
door, and, clasping her m my arms, brought 
her to herself with an embrace ** Good 
heaven cried she, ‘ Mr Random, is it you 
indeed ’ mv mistress* will run distracted with 
|oy ” I told her, it a as from an apprehen- 
sion that rny sudden appearance might have 
bome bad eifect on my dear Narcissa, that 1 
had desired to see her first, in order to con- 
cert some method of acquainting Iier m's- 
tress gradually with my arrival She 
approved of my conduct, and, after having 
yielded to the suggestions of her own tnend- 
hliip in asking if my voyage had been suc- 
cessful, charged herself with that office, and 
left me glowing with desire of seeing and 
embracing the object of my love In a very 
little time I heard somebody coming down 
stairs in haste, and the voice of my angel 
pronounce, with an eager tone, — ** O hea- 
ven ' IS it possible ’ where is he How 
were my taculties aroused at tins well-known 
sound ’ and how was my soul transported, 
when she broke in upon my view, in all the 
bloom of ripened beauty ' Grace was m all 
her st^s, heaven in her eye, in every g€9~ 
ture ^gmty and love ! — You whose souls 
are susceptible of llie most delicate impress- 
ions, whose tender bosoms have felt the 
affecting vicissitudes of love, who have suf- 
fered an absence of eighteen long months 
from the dear oh]ect of your hope, and found 
at your return the meltii^ fair, as kind and 
as constant as your heart could wish, dO me 
justice on this occasion, and conceive what 
C3 


unutterable rapture possessed us both, while 
we flew into each other*s arms ' Tins was 
no time for speech, -^locked in a mutual 
embrace, we continued some minutes in a 
silent trance of joy — When I thus encircled 
all that my soul held dear,— while I hung 
over her b^uties, — ^beheld her eyes sparkle, 
and every feature flush with virtuous fond- 
ness, when I saw her enchanting bosom 
heave with undissembled rapture, and knew 
myself the happy cause — Heavens ’ what 
was my situation ' 1 am tempted to commit 
my paper to the flames, and to renounce my 
pen for ever, because its most ardent and 
foeky expression so poorly describes the 
emotions of my soul ‘‘ O adorable Narcis- 
sa cned I, “O miracle of beauty, love, 
and truth ' I at last fold thee m my arms ' 

1 at last can call thee mine ' No jealous 
brother shall thwart our happiness again , 
fortune hath at length recompensed me for 
ail my sufferinge, and enabled roe to do jus- 
tice to my love ” TJie dear creature smiled 
ineffably charming, and, with a look of be- 
witching tenderness, said,--*-** And shall we 
never part again * ’ “ Never I replied, 

** thou wondrous pattern of all eartJily per- 
fection * never, until death shall divide us ' 
Bv this ambrosial kiss, a thousand times 
more fragrant than the breeze that sweeps 
the orange grove, I never more will leave 
thee ” 

As my first transport abated, my passion 
grew turbulent and unruly 1 was giddy 
with standing on the brink of bliss, and all 
my virtue and philosophy were scarce suffi- 
cient to restrain the inordinate sallies of de- 
sire Narcissa perceived the conflict within 
me, and, w ith her usual dignity of prudence, 
called off my imagination from the object in 
view, and, w ith eager expressions of inter- 
ested curiosity, desired to know the particu- 
lars of my voyage In this 1 gratified her 
inclination, bringing my story down to the 
present hour She was infinitely surprised 
at the circum«tance of my finding niv father, 
which brought tears into her lovely eyes 
She was transported at hearing that he ap- 
proved my flame, discovered a longing desire 
of being introduced to him, congratulated 
hefSelf and me upon my good fortune, and 
observed that this great and unexpected 
stroke of fate seemed to have been brought 
about by the immediate direction of Provi- 
dence Having entej tamed ourselves some 
hours With the genuine effusions of our sou It, 

I obtained her consent to complete my hap- 
piness as soon as my father should judge it 
proper, atid applying with my own hands a 
valuable necklace, composed of diamonds 
and amethysts set alternately, which an old 
Spanish lady at Paraguay had presented me 
with, I took my leave, promising to return^ 
in the altenoon with Don Rodngo WhelT 
I went home, this generous parent inquired 
very aflbctionately about the health of my 
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dear Narcissa, to whota that I might be the 
more agreeable, he put into tpy hand a deed, 
by which 1 found myself in possession of 
fifleen thousand pounds, exclusive of the 
profits of my own merchandise, which 
amounted to three thousand more After 
dinner 1 accompanied hiiA to the lodging of 
my mistress, who, being dressed for the oc- 
casion, made a most dazzling appearance £ 
could perceive him struck with her figure, 
which I really think Was the most beautiful 
that ever was created under the sun He 
embraced lier tenderly, and told her, he was 
proud of having a son who had spirit to at- 
tempt, and qwmfications to ei^ge the affec- 
tions of such a fine lady ^le blushed at 
this compliment, and with eyes full of the 
softest languishment turned upon me, said, 
she should liave been unworthy of Mr Ran- 
dom's attention, had she been blind to his 
extraordinary merit I made no other an- 
swer than a low bow My fhther, sighing, 
pronounced, — **Such once was my Char- 
lotte while the tear rushed into his eye, 
and the fender heart of Narcissa manifested 
itself in two precious drops of sympathy, 
which, but for his presence, I would have 
Ki‘»sed away Without repeating the par- 
ticulars of our conversation, 1 shml only ob- 
serve, that Don Rodngo was as much 
charmed with her good sense as with her 
appearance, and she was no less pleased 
with hiB understanding and polite address 
It was determined that he should urite to 
the squire, signifying his approbation of my 
passion for his sister, and offering a settle- 
ment which he should have no reason to 
reject and that, if he should refuse the pro- 
posal, we would crown our mutual wishes 
without any farther regard to his will 


CHAPTER LXVIII 

Ml/ father makes a present to Narnssa — 
the letter dispatched to her brother^ 
I appear among my acquaintance — Ban- 
ters behaviour — the squire refuses his 
consent — my uncle comes to town — ap- 
proves of my choice — I am marrtedr~-we 
meet the squire and Jus lady at the play 
- "Our acquaintance is courted 

After having spent tlie evening to the satis- 
faction of all present, my father addressed 
himself thus to Narcissa, — “ Madam, give 
roc leave to consider joii hereafter as my 
tlaiighter, m which capacity I insist upon 
>oyr Accepting this first instance of my pa- 
ternal duty and affection With these 
4 ^Words he put into her hand a bank-note of 
i'jCSOO, which ebe no sooner examined, than, 

C ith a low courtesy she replied,—** Dear sir, 
ough I have not the least occasion for this 
supply, I have too gtOKi a veneration for you 
to iJjfbse this pi^of of your generosity and 


esteem, which I the more freely receive, be- 
cause I already look upon Mr Random’s 
interest as inseparably connected with mine ” 
He was extremely well pleased with her 
frank and ingenuous reply , upon which we 
saluted, and wished her good night The 
letter, at my request, was dispatched to Sus- 
sex by an express, and m the mean time, 
Don Rodngo, to grace my nuptials, hired a 
ready furnished house, rnd set up a very 
handsome equipage 

Though I passed the greatest part of the 
day with the darling of my soul, I found lei- 
sure sometimes to be among my fonner ac- 
quaintance, who were astonished at the mag- 
nificence of my appearance Banter, m 
particular, was confounded at the strange 
vicissitudes of my fortune, the causes of 
which he endeavoured in vain to discover, 
until I thought fit to disclose the whole secret 
of my last voyage, partly in consideration 
of our former intimacy, and partly to pre- 
vent unfavourable conjectures, which he and 
others, m all probability, would have made 
in regard to rny circumstances He pro- 
fessed great satisfaction at this piece of 
news, and 1 had no cause to believe him in- 
sincere, when I considered that he would 
now look upon himself as acquitted of the 
debt he ovyed me, and at the same time flat- 
ter himself with hopes of borrowing more 
I earned him home to dinner wiUi me, and 
my father liked his conversation so irmch, 
that, upon hearing his difficulties, he desired 
me tq accommodate him for the present, 
and inquire if he would accept of a com- 
mission in the army, towards the purclia^^o 
of which be would willingly lend him money 
Accordingly, I gave my friem} an opportunity 
of being alone with me, when, as I expectcif, 
he told me that he was just on the point of 
being reconciled to an old rich uncle, whose 
heir he was, but wanted a few pieces for im- 
mediate expense, which he desired I would 
lend him, and take his bond for the whole 
His demand was limited to ten guineas , and 
when I put twenty into his hand, he stared 
at me for some moments , then putting it into 
his purse, said, — ‘*Ay, ’tis all one, — ^you 
shall have the vvlio^e in a very short time ” 
When 1 had taken his note, to save the ex- 
pense of a bond, I expressed some surprise 
that a fellow of his spirit should loiter awav 
his time m idleness, and asked why he did 
not choose to make his fortune in the army 
“What*” said he, “throw away my money 
upon a subaltern’s commission, to be under 
the command of a parcel of scoundrels, who 
have raised themselves above me by the 
most infamous prOcUces ' no, I love inde- 
pendency too well to sacrifice my life, health, 
and pleasure, for such a pitiful consideration 
!F^nding him averse to this way of life, I 
changed the subject, and returned to Don 
Rodngo, who had just received the following 
epistle from the squire 
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“ Sir, 

Concerninff a letter which I received, 
snbscnbed R Random, this is the answer 
As for you, I know nothing of you Your 
son, or pretended son, I have seen, — 
if he marries my sister, at his peril be it , I 
do declare that he shall not have one far- 
thing of her fortune, which becomes my pro- 
perty, if she takes a husband without my 
consent Your settlement I do believe is all 
a sham, and yourself no better than you 
should be , but if you had all the wedith of 
the Indies, your son shall never match in our 
family with the consent of 

“ Orson ToPEUAnn ” 
My father was not much surprised at this 
polite letter, after having heard the charac- 
ter ot the author, and as for me, I was even 
pleased at his repeal, because I now had an 
opportunity uf showing my disinterested 
love By his permission 1 waited on my 
charmer, and, having imparted the contents 
of her brother's letter, at which she wept 
bitterly, m spite of all my consolation and 
caresses, the time of our marriage was fixed 
at the distance of two days During this 
interval, m which my soul was wound up 
to the last stretch of rapturous expectation, 
Narcissa endeavoured to reconcile some of 
her relations in town to her marriage with 
me , but, finding them all deaf to her remon- 
strances, either out of envy or prejudice, she 
told me, with the most enchanting swtet- 
ness, while the tears bede\*^ed her lovely 
cheeks, — “sure the world will no*longer 
question your generosity , you take a 
poor forlorn beggar to your iiis ” Affected 
with her sorrow, I pressed the fair mourner 
to my breast, and swore that slie was more 
dear and w^elcomo ou that account, because 
she had sacrificed her fi lends and fortune to 
her love for me My uncle, lor w^hose cha- 
racter she had a great veneration, being by 
this tune come to town, I introduced him to 
my bride, and although he was not very 
much subject to refined sensations, he was 
struck dumb with admiration at her beauty 
After having kissed and gazed at her for some 
tune, he turned to mo, saying, — “ Odds bobs, 
Rory ' here’s a notable pri/e indeed, finely 
built and gloriously rigged, I’faith * if she 
an’t well manned when vou have the com- 
mand of her sirrah, you deserve logo to sea 
in a cockle shell No oficnce, 1 hope, niece , 
you must not mind what I say, bping (as the 
saying is) a plain seafaring man, thof mayhap 
I have as much regard for you as another ” 
She received him with great civility, told 
him she had longed a great while to see a 
person to whom she was so much indebted 
for his generosity to Mr Random , that she 
looked upon him as her uncle, by which name 
she begged leave to call him for the future , 
and that she was very sure he could say 
nothing that would give her the least offence 
The honest captiain w^as transported at her 


courteous behaviour, and insisted upon giving 
her away at the ceremony, swearing that lie 
loved her as well as if she wae his own child, 
and that he would give two thousand gui- 
neae to the first fruit of our love as soon as it 
could squeak Every thing being prepared 
for the solemnization of our nuptials, which 
were to be performed privately at my father’s 
house, the auspicious hour arrived, when 
Don Rodrigo and my uncle went m the coacii 
to fetch the bnde and Miss Williams, leav- 
ing me with a parson, Banter, and Strap, 
neither* of whom had as yet seen my charm- 
ing mistress My faithful valet, who was ou 
the rack, of impatience to behold a lady of 
whom he had heard so much, no sooner 
understood that the coach was returned, 
than he placed himqelf at a window to have 
a peep at her as she alighted , and when he 
saw her, clapped his hands togetlier, turned 
up the white of his eyes, and, wMth his mouth 
wide open, remained in a sort of ecstasy, 
which broke out into ,— O dea certe ' qua- 
hn in Earotm ripts, out per juga Cyntki 
exercet Diana chorus The doctor and 
Banter were burpnsed to hear iny man speak 
Latin , but when my father led Narcissa into 
the room, the object of their admiration was 
soon changed, as appeared m the counte- 
nances of both Indeed, they must have been 
the most insensible of beings, could they have 
beheld, w ithoiit emotion, the divine creature 
that approached She was dressed m a sack 
of white satin, embroidered on the breabl 
with gold , the crown of her head w as r overeci 
with a small French cap, fiom whence cb'- 
ecended her beautitiil hazr in ringlets that 
waved upon her snowy neck, which digiutied 
the necklace I had given her, her looks 
glowed wuth modesty and love , and her bo- 
som, through the veil of gauze that shaded 
it, afforded a prospect of Elysium I re- 
leived this inestimable gift of Providence as 
became me , and in a I /tie time the clergy* 
man did his office, my uncle, at his own ear- 
nest request, acting the part of a father to 
my dear Narcissa, who trembled very much, 
and had scai^ce spirits sufficient to support 
her under this great change of situation 
Soon as she was mine by tlie laws of heaven 
an^ earth, I pnnted a bunung kiss upon her 
bps, my father embraced her tenderly, ra> 
uncle huffged her with great affection, and I 
presented her to my friend Banter, who sa- 
luted her m a very polite manner. Miss 
Williams hung round her neck and wept 
plentifully , while Strap fell upon his knee*-, 
and begged to kiss his Indy’s hand, which 
she presented with great affability I shall 
not pretend to describe my own feeiing-t .it 
this juncture , let it suffice to say, that, after 
having supped and entertained ourselves till 
ten o^dock, I cautioned my Narcisba against 
exposing hm health by sitting up too late, and 
she was preVafied upon to withdraw with her 
maid to an apartment destined for us W hen 
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she left the room, her face was overspread 
with a blush tliat set all my blood m a state 
of fermentation, and made every pulse beat 
with tenfold vigour She was so cruel as to 
let me remain in this condition a full half 
hour , when, no longer able to restrain my 
impatience*, 1 broke from the company, burst 
into her chamber, poshed out her confidante, 
locked the door, found her — 0 heaven and 
earth ' — a feast, a thousand tunes mpre deli- 
cious than tpy most sanguine hope presaged ' 
— but let mO not profane the chaste mysteries 
of Hymen 1 was the happiest of men ' 

In the morning I was waked by three or 
four drums, which Banter had placed under 
the window, upon which I withdrew the 
curiam, and enjoyed tlie unspeakable satis- 
faction of contemplating those angelic 
charms, which were now in my possession • 
Beauty * whicht whether sleeping or awake, 
shot forth peculiar grapes ' The light dart- 
ing upon my Narcissa’s eyes, she awoke also, 
and, recollecting her situation, hid her blushes 
in my bosom I was distracted with joy 
I could not believe the evidence of my senses, 
and looked upon all that had happened as 
the fictions of a dream In the meantime 
my uncle knocked at the door, and bade me 
turn out, for I had had a long spell 1 rose 
accordingly, and sent Miss Williams to her 
mistress, myself receiving the congratula- 
tions of Captain Bowling, who rallied me m 
his sea-phrase with great success In less 
than an hour, Don ^dngo led ray wife m 
to breakfast, where she received the compli- 
ments of the company on her looks, which, 
they said, if possible, ^^ere improved b> 
matnmony As her delicate ears were of- 
fended with none of those indecent ambigui- 
ties which are too often spoke on such occa- 
sions, she behaved with dignity, unaffected 
modesty, and ease , and, as a testimony of 
my affection and esteem, 1 presented her, in 
presence of them all, with a deed, by which 
1 settled the whole fortune 1 was possessed 
of on her and her heirs for ever She ac- 
cepted it with a glance of the most tender 
acknowledgement, observed that she could 
not be surprised at any thing of this kmd I 
should do, and desired my father to tidte the 
trouble of keeping it, sayuig,— “ Next to«3iy 
own Mr Random, you are the person in whom 
I ought to have the greatest confidence ” 
Charmed with her prudent and ingenuous 
manner of proceeding, he took the paper, am) 
assured her that it should not lose its vidue 
while m his custody 

As we had not many visits to give and 
re<!ii0ive, the little time we staid in town was 
spent in going to public diversions, where I 
nave the vanity to think Narcissa seldom 
was eclipsed. One night, in particular, we 
had sent our footman to keep one of the 
stage boxes, which we no sooner entcr^, 
than we perceived in the opposite box the 
squire and his lady, who seemed not a litUe 


surprised at seeing us 1 was pleased at 
this opportunity of confronting them, the 
more, because Melinda was robbed of all hei 
admirers by my wife, who happened that 
night to outshine her sister both m beauty 
and dress She was piqued at Narcissa’s 
victory, tossed her head a thousand difierent 
ways, flirted her fan, looked at us with dis- 
dain, then whispered to her husband, and 
broke out into an affected giggle , but all 
her arts proved meffectual, either to discom- 
pose Sirs Random, or to conceal her own 
mortification, which at length forced her 
away long before the play was done The 
news of our marriage being spread, with 
many circumstances to our disadvantage by 
the industry of this malignant creature, a 
certain set of persons, fond of scandal, began 
to inquire into the particulars of my fortune, 
which they no sooner understood to be inde- 
pendent, than the tables were turned, and 
our acquaintance was courted as much as it 
had been despised before But Narcissa 
had too much dignity of pride to encourage 
this change of conduct, especially m her re- 
lations, whom she could never be prevailed 
upon to see, after the malicious reports they 
had raised to her prejudice 


CHAPTER LXIX 

My father intends to revisit the place of 
hiH nativity — we propose to accompany 
Atm— wiy uncle renews his will in my fa- 
vour, determining to go to sea again — we 
set out for BtoLland — arrive at Edin- 
burgh^— purchase OUT paternal estate — 
proceed to it — halt at the town where I 
was educatedr-^take up my bond to Crab 
— the behaviour of Potion and his wife, 
and one of my female cousins— our recep- 
tion at the estate — Strap marries Miss 
Williams, and is settled by my father to 
his own satisfaction— I am more and 
more happy 

Mt father intending to revisit his native 
country, and pay the tribute of a few tears 
at my mother’s grave, Narcissa and 1 re- 
solved to accompany him in the execution 
of his pious office, and accordingly prepared 
for the journey, in which, however, iny 
uncle would not engage, being resolved to 
try his fortune once more at sea In the 
mean time, he renewed his will in favour of 
my wife and me, and deposited it in the 
hands of his brot^r-in-law , while I (that 1 
might not be wanting to my own interest) 
summoned the squire to produce his father’s 
will at doctor’s commons, and employed a 
proctor to manage the affair m my absence 
Every thing being tlius settled, we took 
leave of all our friends in London, and set 
out for Scotland, Don Rodrigo, Narcissa, 
Miss Williams and 1, m the coach, and 
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Strap, with two men in livery, on horseback 
As we made easy stages, my charmer held 
It out very well till we arrived at Edinburgh, 
where we proposed to rest ourselves some 
weeks. 

Here Don Rodrigo having intelligence that 
the fox-hunter had spent his estate, which 
was to be exposed to sale by public auction, 
he determined to make a purchase of the 
spot where he was born, and actually bought 
ail the land that belonged to his father. 

In a few days after this bargain was made, 
we left Edinburgh, in order to go and take 
possession, and, by the way, halted one 
night m that town where 1 was educated 
Upon inquiry, 1 found that Mr Crab was 
dead, vr hereupon 1 sent for ^ his executor, 
paid Uie sum 1 owed, with interest, and took 
up my bond Mr Potion and his wife hear- 
ing of our arrival, had the assurance to come 
to the inn where we lodged, and sent up 
their names, with a desire of being permitted 
to pay their respects to my father and me , 
but their sordid behaviour towards me, when 
I was an orphan, had made too deep an im- 
pression on my mind, to be effaced by this 
mean mercenary piece of condescension , 1 
therefore rejected their message with disdain, 
and bade Strap tell them, that my father and 
1 desired to have no communication with 
such low-minded wretches as they were 

They had not been gone half an hour, 
when a woman, without any ceremony, 
opened the door of the room where wc sat, 
and, making towards my father, accosted him 
with, Uncle, your servant — I am glad to 
see you ** Tins was no other than one of 
my female cousins, mentioned in the first 
part of my memoirs, to whom Don Rodrigo 
replied, — “Pray, who are you, madam'*” 
“O*” cned she, “my cousin Rory there 
knows me very well Don’t you remember 
me, Rory'*” “Yes, madam,” said I, “for 
my own part, I shall never forget you Sir, 
this IS one of the young ladies who (as I 
formerly told you) treated me so humanely 
in my childhood ” When I pronounced 
these words, my father’s resentment glowed 
in his visage, and he ordered her to be gone, 
with such a commanding aspect, that she 
retired in a fright, muttenng curses as she 
went down stairs We afterwards learned 
that she was married to an ensign, who had 
already spent all her fortune , and that her 
sister had bore a child to her mother^ foot- 
man, who IS now her husband, and keeps a 
petty alo-housc in the country 

The fame of our flourishing condition hav- 
ing arrived at this place before us, we got 
notice that the ina^strates intended next 
day to compliment us with the ftreedom of 
their town , upon which my father, consider- 
ing their complaisance in the right point of 
view, ordered the horses to the coach ear)^ 
in the morning 

We proceeded to our estate* which lay 
4 U* 


about twenty miles from this place, and 
when we came within half a league of the 
house, were met by a prodigious number of 
poor tenants, men, women and children, 
who testified their joy by loud acclamationt, 
and accompanied our coach to the gate 
As there IS no part of the world in whirh 
the peasants are more attached to their loros 
than in Scotland, we were almost devoured 
by theiT affection My father had alvi'avs 
b^n their favourite, and now that he ap- 
peared their master, after having been 
thought dead so long, their joy broke ojt 
into a thousand extravagancies when we 
entered the court-yard, we were surrounded 
by a vast number, who crowded togetlier ho 
closely to see us, that several were in dan- 
ger olr being squeezed to death , those w ho 
were near Don Rodrigo fell upon their knees 
and kissed his hand, or the hem of his gar- 
ment, praymg aloud for long life and pios- 
penty to nun , others approached Narcissa 
and me m the same manner , while the rest 
clapped their hands at a distance, and in- 
voked heaven to shower its choicest bless- 
ings on our heads In short, the whole 
scene, though rude, was so affecting, that 
the gentle partner of my heart wept over it, 
and my father himself could not refrain from 
dropping a tear 

Having welcomed his daughter and me to 
his house, he ordered some bullocks to be 
killed, and some hogsheads of ale to bo 
brought from the neighbouring village, to 
regale these honest people, who had not en- 
joyed such a holiday for many year^ before 

Next day wc were visited by the gentle- 
men in tlie neighbourhood, most of them our 
relations, one of whom brought along with 
him my cousin the fox-hunter, who had stayed 
at his house since he was obliged to leave Ins 
owm My father was generous enough to 
receive him kindly, and even promised to 
purchase for him a commission in the arm> , 
for which he expressed great thankfulnebb 
and joy 

My charming Narcissa was universally 
admired and loved, for her beauty, affabilit) 
and good sense , and so well pleased with 
the situation of the place, and the companv 
rdhnd, that she has not, as yet, discovered 
the least desire of changing her habitation 

We had not been many £iys settled, when 
1 prevailed upon my father to pay a visit to 
the village where 1 had been at scliool 
Here we were received by the principal 
inhabitants, who entertained us in the churcli, 
where Mr Syntax the schoolmaster (my 
tyrant being dead) pronounced a Latin ora- 
tion in honour of our family And none 
exerted themselves more than Strap’s father 
and reletfOna, Who looked upon the honest 
valet as the ftrsi gentleman of their race, 
and honoured his benefactors accordingly 
Having received the homage of this place, 
we retired, leaving forty pounds for the 
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benefit of the poor of the parish , and that 
very night, Strap being a little elevated with 
the regard that W been ehowi^ to him, and 
to me on his account, ventured to tell me, 
that he had a sneaking kindness for Miss 
Williams, and that, if his ladv and 1 would 
use our interest m his behalf, he did not 
doubt that she would listen to his addresses 
Surprised at this proposal, 1 asked if he 
knew tne story of that unfortunate young 
gentlewoman upon which he replied 
“ Yes, yes, T know what you mean — she has 
been unhappy, I grant you — ^but what of tlmt ^ 
1 am convinced of her reformation, or else 
you and my good lady would not treat her 
with such respect — os the censure of the 

world, 1 value it not a fig’s end — ^besides, 
the world knows nothmg of the matter ” I 
commended his philosophy, and mterested 
Narcissa in his cause, who interceded so 
effectually, that in a little time Miss Wil- 
liams yielded her consent, and they were 
rnamed with the approbation of Don Rodrigo, 
who gave him five hundred pounds to stock 
a farm, and made him overseer of his estate 
My generous bed-fellow gave her maid the 


same sum , so that they lived in great peace 
and plenty within half a mile of us, and 
daily put up prayers for our preservation. 

If there be such a thing as true happiness 
on earth, 1 enjoy it. The impetuous trans- 
ports of my passion are now settled and 
mellowed into endearing fondness and tran- 
quillity of love, rooted by that intimate con- 
nexion and interchange of hearts, which 
nought but virtuous wedlock can produce 
Fortuny seems determined to make ample 
amends for her former cruelty , for my proc- 
tor writes, that notwithstanding the clause 
in my father-in-law's will, on which the 
squire founds his claim, I Elhall certainly re- 
cover my wife’s fortune, in consequence of 
a codicil annexed, which explains that clause, 
and limits her restriction to the age of nine- 
teen, after wluch she was at her own dispo- 
sal I would have set out for London imme- 
diately after receiving this piece of intelli- 
gence, but my dear angel has been qualmish 
of late, and begins to grow remarkably round 
in the waist , so that I cannot leave hei in 
such an interesting situation, which 1 hope 
will produce someuiing to crown my fehcity 


END OF RODERICK RANDOM 
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CHAPTER I 

In which certain pemoiiageft of this de* 
lightful history are mtroddced to the 
reader's acquaintance 

It was on tJie great northern road from York 
to London* about the beginning of the month 
of October* and the hour of eight m the even- 
ing, that four travellers were, by a violent 
shower of ram* driven for shelter into a little 
public house on the side of the highway* dis- 
tinguished by a Sign which was said to ex- 
hibit the figure of a black lion The kitchen, 
m which they assembled* was the only room 
for ^entertainment in the house, paved with 
red bricks* remarkably clean* furnished with 
three or four Windsor chairs, adomeii with 
shining plates ot pewter, and copper sauce- 
pans nicely scoured, that even dazzled the 
eyes of the beholder , while a cheerful fire 
of sea-coal blazed in the chimney Three of 
the travellers, who arrived on horseback, 
having seen their cattle properly accommoda- 
ted in the stable, agreed to pass the time, until 
the weather should clear up, over a bowl of 
rumbo, which was accordingly prepared , but 
the fourth* refusing to join their company, 
took hiB station at the opposite side of the 
chimney, and called foi a pint of twopenny, 
with which he indulged himself apart At a 
little distance, on ms left band, there was 
another group* consisting of the landlady, a 
decent widow, her two daughters, the elder 
of whom seemed to be about the age of fif- 
teen* and a country lad, who serv^ both as 
waiter and ostler 

The social tnumvirate was composed of 
Mr Fillet, a country practitioner in surgery 
and midwifeiy, Captain Crowe, and his 
nephew Mr Thomas Clarke, an attorney 
Fillet was a man of some education, and a 
great deal of experience* shrewd, sly^ and 
sensible Captain Crowe had commanded a 


merchant ship in the Mediterranean trade 
for many years, and saved some money by 
dint of frugalrty and traffic He was an ex- 
cellent seamen, brave, active, friendly in ins 
way, and scrupulously honest , but as little 
acquainted with the world as a sucking 
child whimsical* impatient, and so impetu- 
ous, that he could not help breaking in upon 
the conversation, whatever it might be, with 
repeated interruptions, that seemed to burst 
from him by involuntary impulse When he 
himself attempted to speak, he never finished 
hiB period, but made sucli a number of abrupt 
transitions, that his discourse seemed to be 
an unconnected series of unfinished sen- 
tences, the meaning of which it was not easy 
to decypher 

His iiepheu, Tom Clark, was a young 
fellow, whose goodness of heart even the 
exercise of his profession had not been able 
to corrupt Before strangers he never own- 
ed himself an attorney without blushing, 
though he had no reason to blush for his own 
practice , for he constantly refused to en- 
gage in the cause of any client whose cha- 
racter was equivocal, and was never known 
to act with such industry as when concerned 
for the widow and oiphan, or any other ob- 
ject^that sued tn forma pauperis Indeed 
he was bO replete with human kindness, that 
as often as an affecting story or circumstance 
was told m his hearing, it overflowed at his 
eyes Being of a warm complexion, he was 

very susceptible of passion, and somewhat 
libertine in his amours In other respects, 
he piqued himself on understanding the 
practice of courts, and in pnvate compa- 
ny he took ideasure m laying down the law , 
but he was an indiflbrent orator, and tedi- 
ously circumstatitial in his explanations 
His stature was rather diminutive , but, upon 
the whole, he had some title to the charac- 
ter of a pretty dapper little fellow 

The soUtary gu^t bad something very 



214 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS 

forbidding m his aspect, which was contract- assured him, that, if his bottom was dama- 
ed by an liabitual frown His eyes n?efe ged,^ he would new pay it with an excellent 
small and red, and so deep set in the sockets, salve, which he always carried about him, to 
that each appeared like the anextmguished guard against such accidents on the road , 
snuff of a farthing candle, gleaming through out Tom Clarke, who seemed to have cast 
the horn of a dark lanthorn His nostras the eyes of affection upon the landlady’s 
were elevated in scorn, as if his sense of eldest daughter, Dolly, objected to their 
smelling had been perpetually offended by proceeding farther without rest and refresh- 
some unsavouiy odour aiid he looked as if meat, as they had already travelled fifty 
he wanted to shnnk Vrithin himself from the miles since moniing , and he was sure his 
impertinence of society He wore black nne]^ must be fatigued both in mind and 
periwig, as straight as the pimons of a raven, body, from vexation, as well as from hard 
and this was covered with a hat dapped, and exercise, to which he had not been accub- 
fkstened to hie head by a speckled handker- tomed Fillet then desisted, saying, he was 
chief tied udder Ms chin He was wrap- sorry to find the captain had any cause of 
pod in a great-coat of brown frieze, under vexation , but he hoped it was not an incu- 
which be seemed to conceal a small bundle rable evil This expression was accompa- 
His name was Ferret, and his character dis- Died with a look of curiosity, which Mr 
tinguished by three peculiarities He was Clarke was glad of an occasion to gratify , 
never seen to smile, he was never heard to for, os we have hinted above, he was a very 
speak m praise of any person whatsoever, communicative gentleman, and the affair 
and he was never known to give a direct which now lay upon Ins stomach interested 
answer to any question that was asked, but him nearly 

seemed, on ail occasions, to be actuated by “ Pll assure you, sir,” said he, “ this here 
the most perverse spint of contradiction gentleman, Captain Crowe, who is ray mo- 
Captain Crowe, having remarked that it ther’s own brotlier, has been cruelly used 
was squally weather, asked how far it was by some of his relations lie bears as good 
to the next market-town and understanding a character as any captain of a ship on the 
that the distance was not less than six miles, Royal Exchange, and has undergone avari- 
said he had a good mmd to come to an an- ety of hardships at sea What d’ye think, 
chor for the night, if so be as he could have now, of his bursting all his smews, and ma- 
a tolerable berth in this here harbour Mr king his eyes start out of his head, in pulling 
Fillet, perceiving by his style that he was a his ship off a rock, whereby he saved to his 

seafaring gentleman, observed that their owners” Here he was interrupted by the 

landlady was not used to lodge such com- captain, who exclaimed, — Belay, ’Tom, 
pany , and expressed some surprise that he, telay — ^pr’ythee don’t veer out such a deal 
who had no doubt endured so many storms of jaw Clap a stopper on thy cable, and 
and hardships at sea, should think much of bring thyself up my lad What a deal ofstufi 
travelling five or six miles a-borseback by thon hast pumped up concerning bursting, and 
moonlight **For my part,” said he, **lnde starting, and pulling ships Laud have 
in all weathers, at all hours, without mmd- mercy upon us ’ — Look ye here, brother — 
mg cold, wet, wind, or darkness My con- look ye here — mind these poor cnppled 
etitution IS BO case-hardened, that I believe jomts , two fingers on the starboard, and 
I could live all the year at Spitzbergen three on the larboard hand, crooked, d’ye 
With respect to this road, I know every see, like the knees of a bilander — I’ll tell 
foot of It so exactly, that I’ll engage to travel you what, brother, you seem to be a — ship 
forty miles upon it blindfold, without making deep laden — neb cargo— current setting into 
one false step , and if you have faith enougn the bay— hard gale — Tee shore— ail hands m 
to put yourselves under my auspices, I will the boat — ^tow round the headland— self pull- 
conduct you safe to aif elegant inn, where mg for dear blood against the whole crew — 
> Oil Will meet with the best accommodation ” snap go the finger-braces— crack went the 
“Thank you, brother,” replied the captain, eye-blocks Bounce day-hght— flash star- 
“ Ve much beholden to you for your light— ^own 1 foundered, dark as hell — ^whiz 
courteous ofier ; but howsomever, you must went my ears, and ray head spun like a 
not think 1 mmd foul weather more than my whirligig — ^That don’t signify — ^I’m a York- 
neig^bours I have worked hard aloft ana shire boy, as the saying is— all my life at sea, 
alow m many a taught gale — but this here is broths, by reason of an old grandmother and 
the case, d’ye see , we have run down a maiden aunt, a conple of old atinking— kept 
long day’s reckoning , our beasts have had a me these forty years out of my grandfather’s 
haro spell , and as for my own hap, brother, estate — ^Hearing as how they had taken 
1 douH my bottom-planks have lost some of their departure, came ashore, lured horses, 
their sheathing, being as how 1 a’n*t used to and clapped on all my canvass, steering to 
that kind of scrubbing ” » the northward, to take possession of my — 

The doctor, who had practised aboard a But it don’t signify talking— these two old 

man of vihir in hts youth, and was perfisctly piratical had held a palaver with a lawyer 

well acqoamted with the captain’s dialect —an atUsruey, Tom, d’ye mind me, an at- 
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torney — and by his assistance hove me out 
of iny inheritance , — that is all, brother — 
hove me out of five hundred pounds a^year 
— that’s all — ^what sifi^ifies — ^but such wind- 
falls we don’t every way pick up along shore 
— Fill about, brother — ^yes, by the Lord* 
those two smuggling bamdans, with the as- 
sibtance of an attomey"-an attorney, Tom 
•—hove me out of five hundred a-year” 
'* Yes, indeed, sir,” added Mr (Jlarke, 
** those two malicious old women, docked 
the in tail, and left the estate to an alien ^ 

Here Mr Ferret thought proper to inter- 
Mingle in the conversation, with a — ^ Ptsh / 
what, do’st talk of docking the intaiP 
Do’st not know that by the statute Westm 
2, 13 Ed the will and intention of the 
donor must be fulfilled, and the tenant in 
tail shall not alien after issue bad, or be- 
fore” — •* Give me leave, sir,” replied Tom, 
“ I presume you are a practitioner in the law 
Now you know, that, in the case of a con- 
tingent remainder^ tfie iiitail may be de- 
'!troyed by levying a fine, and suffering a 
recovery , or otherwise destroying the par- 
ticular estate, before the contingency hap- 
pens If feoffees^ who possess an estate 
only during the life of a son, where divers 
remainders arc limited over, molie a feoff-, 
rripnt in fee to him, by tlie feoffment all the 
tutiire remainders ore destroyed Indeed, 
ii person in reni^nnder may have a writ of 
intrusion, if any do intrude after the death 
of a tenant for life , and the u rit tx gravi 
querela lies to execute a devise m remain^ 
Her after the death of a tciidiit in fail without 
issue ” “ Spoke like a true dibciplc of 

Gcber,” cned Ferret ^*No, sir,” replied 
Mr Clarke, “Counsellor Caper is in the 
conveyancing way — I was clerk to Serjeant 
Croaker ” “ Ay, now you may set up for 

yourself,” resumed the other, “ for you can 
prate as imintclligibly as the best of them ” 

“ Perhaps,” said Tom, “ I do not make 
myself understood If so be as Jiow that is 
the case, let us change the position, and 
suppose that this here case is a tail after 
a •possibility of issue extinct If a tenant 
in tail after a possibility make a feoffment 
of his land, he in rcverbiori may enter for 
the forfpituie Then we must make a dis- 
tinction between general tad and special 
tail It IS the word body that makes the 
mtail — ^there must be a body in the tail, 
devised to heirs male or female, otherwise 
It IS a fee-simple, because it is not limited 
of what body Thus a corporation cannot 
oe seized in tail For example, here is a 
young woman — ^iVhat is your name, my 
dear “ Dolly,” answered the daughter, 
with a courtesy “Here^s Dolly — I seize 
Dolly m Dolly, I seize you m tad ” 
“ Sha’tthen,” cned Dolly, pouting, «I am 
seized of land m fee— I settle on Dolly m 
tad ” 

Dolly, wl'o did not comprehend the nature 


of the illustration, understood him m a literal 
sense, and, in a whiinpermg tone, exclaimed, 
— Sha’t then, I tell thee, cursed tuoad 
Tom, however, was so transported with his 
subiect, that he took no notice of poor 
Dolly’s mistake, but proceeded m his ha- 
ranguc upon the different kinds of tads, re- 
mamde'TS, and seisins, when he was inter- 
ruptedi^^ that alarmed the whole 

company ifee ram had been succeeded by 
a storm of wind, that howled asound the 
house with the most sax age impetuosity , 
and the heavens were overcast in such a 
manner, that not one star appeared, so that 
all w^hout was darkness and uproar This 

S /ated the hoiror of diiers loud screams, 
even the noise of the blast could not 
exclude from the ears of our astonished 
travellers Captain Crowe called out, — 
“ Avast, avast Tom Clarke sat silent, 
staring wildly, with his mouth still open 
The surgeon himself seemed startled , and 
Ferret’s countenance betrayed evident marks 
of confusion The ostler moved nearer the 
chimney , and the good woman of the house, 
with her tw o daiighters, crept closer to the 
company 

After bome pause the captain, starting 
up, — “ These,” said he, “ be signals of dis- 
tress Some poor souls in danger of foun- 
dering — let us bear up a-liead, and see if 
we can give them any assistance ” The 
landlady begged him, for Christ’s sake, not 
to think of going out , for it was a spirit that 
would lend him astray into fens and rivers, 
and certainly do him a mischief Crowe 
seemed to be staggered b\ this remonstrance, 
which hifa nephew remfoiced, observing, that 
It might bo a stratagem of rogues to decoy 
them into the fields, that tbe> might roh 
them inder the cloud of night Thus ex- 
horted, lie resumed his seat , and Mr Ferret 
began to make very severe stnetures upon 
the folly and fear of those who believed and 
trembled at the v isitatmn of spirits, ghosts, 
and goblins He said, he would eng^e with 
twelve pennyworth of phosphorub to mghten 
a whole parish out of their senses Then iie 
expatiated on the pusillanimity of the nation 
in general, ridiculed the rnilitia, censured the 
goverpmont, and dropped some hints abonr 
a change of hands, whuli the captain could 
not, and the doctor would not, comprehend 
Tom Clarke, from tbe ficedom of h^d dis- 
course, concluded ho was a rnimstenul spy, 
and communicated his opinion to ins uncle in a 
whisper, while this misanthrope continued to 
pour forth his invectives w itli a fluency pecu- 
liar to hirnselft ^ The truth is, Mr Ferret hatl 
been a party wnnler, not from principle, but 
employment, and had felt tlie rod of power, 
in order toavoid a second exertion of wdiic*i, 
now fbimd it convenient to skulk about 
in the country, tor he had received intima- 
tion of a Warrant from the secretary of state, 
who wanted to be better acquanted with 
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hi8 person Notwithstanding tjbe ticklish' 
nature of his situation, hecome so 

habitual to him to thmk and apeak in a cer- 
tain manner, thet, even before strangers, 
whose principles and conneimona he could 
not possibly know, he hardly ever ope^ied 
his mouth, without uttmng some direct or 
implied sarcasm against the government 

He had already proceeded a ^nsiderable 
way m demonstraUng that the^nation was 
bankrupt and beggared, and that thtose who 
stood at the helm were steering full into the 
gulf of inevitable destruction, when his lec- 
ture was suddenly suspended hy a violent 
knocku^ at the door, which threatened the 
whole house with immediate de®ehtion 
Captain Crowe, believing they should be 
instantly boarded, unsheathed his hanger, 
and stood in a posture of defence Mr Fillet 
armed himself with the poker, which hap- 
pened to be red hot , the ostler pulled down 
a rusty firelock, that hung by the roof over 
a flitch of bacon Torn Clarke, perceiving 
the landlady and her children distracted with 
terror, conducted them, out of mere compass- 
ion, below stairs into the cellar , and as for 
Mr Ferret, he prudently withdrew into an 

^ut as ape^nage of great importance in 
this entertaining history was forced to re- 
main some time at the door before he could 
gam admittance, so must the reader w^ait 
with patience for the next chapter^** n which 
he will see the cause of this disturbance ex- 
plained much to bis comfort and ediflcatioii 


CHAPTER II 

hi which the /tei o of these adventures makes 
his first appearance on the stage of oc- 
ii<m 

Tnn outward door pf the Black Lion had 
already sustained two dreadful shocks , but 
at the third it flew open, and m stalked an 
appantioii that smote the hearts of our trav- 
oHers with fbar and trepidation It w^as the 
figure of a man armed cap-a-pee, bearing on 
his shoulders a bundle dropping with water, 
which afrerwards appeared to be the^body 
of a man tliat seemed to have been drowned, 
and fished up from the bottom of the neigh- 
bouring river 

Having deposited his burden caiefully on 
the floury he addressed himself to the com^ 
pi^uyHi these words — “Be not surprised, 
gooll/ people, at this unusual appearance, 
Whr^ I shall take an opportunity to explain , 
and fergiio the rude and boisterous manner 
in i^hmn I have demanded, and indeed forced 
admittance, the violence of my intrusion 
wair iJie f^ect of necessity In crossing the 

river, Hsf squire and his horse were swept 
away Iqr the stream , and, with some 
culty, 1 have hsen aUe to drag him ashore. 


though I am afraid my assistance reached 
him too late for, since I brought him to 
land, he has given no signs of life ” 

Here he was interrupted by a groan, which 
issued from the chest of tlie squire, and ter- 
fificd the spectators as much as it comforted 
the master After some recollection, Mr 
began to undress the body, which was 
laid in a blanket on the floor, and rolled 
from side to side by his direction A con- 
siderable quantity of water being discharged 
flrom the mouth of this xmfortunate squire, he 
uttered a hideous roar, and, opening his eyes, 
stared wildly around then the surgeon urf- 
dertook for hw recovery, and his master went 
forth with the ostler in quest of the horses, 
which he had left by the aide of the river His 
back was no sooner turned, than Ferret, who 
had been peeping from behind the pantry - 
door, ventured to rejoin the company , pro- 
nouncing, with a smile or rather gnn of con- 
tempt,-—*^ Hey-day » what precious miimmerv 
IS this ^ What, are we to have tlie farce of 
Hamlet’s ghost Adzooks,” cried the cap- 
tain, “ my kinsman Tom has dropped a-stei*n — 
hope in God a has not bulged to, and gone 
to bottom” “Pish,” exclaimed the mis- 
anthrope, ** there’s no danger; the young 
lawyer is only seizing Dolly in tail*” 

Certain it is, Dolly smicaked at that in- 
slant in the cellar, ana Clarke appearing 
soon after in some confusion, declared she 
had been fnglitencd by a flash of lightning , 
but this assertion was not confirmed by the 
young lady herself, who eyed him with a 
sullen regard, indicating displeasure, though 
not indifference, and when questioned by 
her mother, replied, — ** A doon’t raaind what 
a says, so a doan’t, vor all his goalden jacket, 
then ” 

In the meantime the surgeon had performed 
the operation of phlebotomy on the squire, 
who was lifted into a chair, and supported 
by the landlady for that purpose , but he had 
not as yet given any sign of having retrieved 
the use of nis senses And here Mr Fillet 
could not help contemplating, with surpnse, 
the strange figure and accoutrements of his 
patient, who seemed m age to be turned of 
tey His stature was below the middle 
8170 , he was thick, squat, and brawny, with 
a small protuberance on one shoulder, and a 
prominent belly, which, in consequence of 
the water he had swallowed, now strutted 
beyond its usual dimenaious His forehead 
was remarkably convex, and so very low, 
that his black bushy hmr descended witliin 
an inch of his nose : but tins did not conceal 
the wrinkles of his fi*ont»;which were mani- 
fold Hi« small eyes resembled 

those of the Hampslnre porl^er, that turns 
up the soil with bis pr^i^ctmg snout His 
cheeks were shnVbDed puckered at the 
corners, the aa&mauf a remmental coat, 
as It eo0&i irom ihe hands of the contractor 
hfs nose bore n strong analogy m shape to a 
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tennis-ball, and in colour to a mulberry , for 
all the water ot the river had not been able 
to quench the natural tife of that feature 
His upper jaw was furnished with two longf 
white sharp-pointed teeth or tangs, such as 
the reader may have observed m the chaps 
of a wolf, or full-grown mastiff, and an 
anatomist would describe as a preternatural 
elongation of the dmtes cantm His chin 
was BO long, so peaked, and incurvated, as 
to form m profile, with his impendingsfore- 
head, the exact resemblance of a moon m 
the first quarter With respect to bis eqtii- 
•pago, he had a leathern cap upon his head, 
faced like those worn by marines, and ex- 
hibiting m embroidery the figure of a cres- 
cent Hib coat was of white cloth, faced 
with black, and cut in rvery antique fasliion , 
and, in lieu of a woistcoast, he wore a buft 
jerkin His feet were cd‘'ed with loose bus- 
kins, which, though they rose almost to his 
knee, could not hide that curvature known 
by the appellation of bandy legs A large 
string of bandaliers garnislicd a broad belt 
that graced his shoulders, from whence de- 
pended an itislrurnont of war, which was 
something between a back-sword and a cut- 
lass , and a case of pistols were stuck m his 
girdle 

Such w as t he figure w Inch the whole compa- 
ny now siirvey<‘d with admiration After some 
pause, he seemed to rei over Ins recollection 
He rolled about his eyes around, and, atten- 
tively surveying every individual, exclaimed, 
in a strange lone, — “ BodiKcns ’ where’s 
Gilbert This interrogation did not savour 
much ol ‘^'irnty, e«*peciai[y v\ hen a< conipamed 
with a wild stare, Vvhich is gencrallv inter- 
preted as a bure sign ot a disturbed under- 
standing neverthfle^s the surgeon endea- 
voured to a^^R fit hi^ recollection “Come,’ 
said he, “ have a good heart — How dost do, 
friend “ Do replied the squire, “ do as 
well as I can — that’s a lie too 1 might liavc 
done — I had no business to be liere ’ 
“ You ought to thank God and your master,’ 
resumed the surgeon, “ for the providential 
escape jou have had” “Thank my mas 
Ut’” cried the squire, “thank the devil 
Go and leach your grannum to crack filberts 
1 know who I’m bound to pray for, and vvl 
J ought to curec, the longest day I have to 
live ” 

Here the captain interposing, — “ Nay, 
brother,” said lie, “you are bound to pray 
for this here gentleman as your sheet-anchor , 
for, if so be as he had not cleared y our stow- 
age of the water you had taken m at your 
upper works, and lightened your veins, d’ye 
see, by taking away some of your blood, 
adad ’ you had driven before the ^le, and 
never been brought up m this world again, 
d’ye see ” “ What, then, you would per- 
suade me,” replied the patient, “that the 
only way to save my life was to shed my 
precious blood'* Look ye, fnend, ft shall 
4 V* €4 
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not bo Jo<^t bleod to me —I take you aJl to 
witness, that there surgeon, or apothecary, 
or farrier, or dog-doctor, or whatsoever he 
rnay he, has robbed me of the balsam of life 
le has not left me so much blood in my body 
as would fatten a starved fiea -*^0 ' that 
there was a lawyer here to serve him with a 
stserari ” 

Then fixing his eyes upon Ferret, he pro- 
ceeded — “ An’t }ou a limb of the law, 
fnend'*— No, 1 cry you mercy, you look more 
like a ^how-man or a conjurer ” Perrt t, 
nettled at this address, answered, — “ It would 
be well for you, that I could conjure a litilf‘ 
common sense into that numskull of yours ’ 
“If I wont that commodity,” rejoined the 
squire, “1 must go to another market, 1 
trow — Your legerdemain men be more like 
to conjure the money from our pockets than 
sense into our skulls — Vor my own part, I 
was once cheated of vorty good shillings by 
one of your broother cupb-and-halls ” In 
all probability he would have descended to 
particulais, had he not been seized with d 
return of ins nausea, which obliged him to 
call lor a bumper of brandy This remedy 
being swallowed, the tumult m his stomacn 
subsided lie desired he might be put to 
bed without deky, and that halt a dozen eggs 
and a pound of baron might, in a couple of 
hours, be dresbcd for hib supper 

He w tv accordingly led off the scene by 
the lanulady and her daughter , and Mr Fer- 
ret had jfusl^ time to observe the fellow w'as 
a composition, in winch he did not know 
whether knave or fool most predominated, 
w^hon the master returned from the htabk 
he had taken off his helmet, and now dis- 
played a very engaging countenance hi& 
age did not boern to exceed thirty he wa-^ 
tail, and bceiiiingly robust , his face long and 
oval, his iiofio aquiline, his mouth furnished 
with a set of elegaiil teeth, white as the 
drifted biiow , his complexion clear, and hi® 
aspect noble lIis che&nut hair loosely flow - 
ed in short natural curls , and hib grev eycR 
shone wnlh such vivacity, as plainly snowed 
that Ills reason was a little discomposed 
Such an appearance prepossessed the greater 
part of the company in Ins favour , he bowed 
rounikwitli tlie most polite and affable ad- 
drcbs inquired about his bquire, and, being 
informed of the pains Mr Fillet, had taken 
for lub recovery, insisted upon that gentle- 
man’s accepting a handsome gratuity , then, 
in conbideration of the cold bath he had un- 
dergone, he was prevailed upon to take the 
post ot honour , namely the great chair front- 
ing the fire, which was reinforced with a 
billet of wood for his comfort and conve- 
nience 

Perceiving bis fellow-travellers either over- 
awed in silence by his presence, or fctnick 
dumb with admiration at ins equipage, hr 
accosted them in these words, while an 
agreeable smile dimpled on his check 



216 


SMOLLETT'S SELECT WORKS 


The good company wonders, no doubt, to 
see a man cased in armour, such as hath been 
for above a whole century disused in this and 
every other country of Europe , and perhaps 
they will be still more surprised, when they 
hear that man profess himself a noviciate of 
that military order, which hath of old been 
distinguished in Great Britain, as well as 
through all Christendom^ by the name of 
knights-erranL Yes, gpntlemen, in that 
painful and thorny path of toil and danger 1 
have begun my career, a candidate for honest 
fame , determined^ as far as m me lies, to 
honour and assert the efforts of virtue , to 
combat vice in all her forms, redress injuries, 
chastise oppression, protect the helpless and 
forlorn, relieve the indigent, exert my host 
endeavours in the cause of innocence and 
beauty, and dedicate my talents, siuh as 
they are, to the service of my country " 

“ What'" said Ferret, “you set up for a 
modern Don Quixote'^ — The scheme is rather 
too stale and extravagant — What was a 
humourous romance and well-timed satire in 
Spam near two hundred years ago, will make 
but a sorry jest, and appear equally insipid 
and absurd, when really acted from affecta- 
tion, at this time of da}, in a country like 
England ” 

The knight, eyeing this censor with a look 
of disdain, replied, in a solemn, lofty tone — 
“ Ho that from affectation imitatifu the ex- 
travagancies recorded of Don Quixote, is an 
impostor equally wicked and contemptible 
He that counterfeits madness, unless he dis- 
sembles, like the cider Brutus, for some vir- 
tuous purpose, not only debases hie own soul, 
but acts as a traitor to Heaven, by denying 
Uie dumity that is within him — T am neither 
an affected imitator of Don Quixote, nor, as 
1 trust in Heaven, visited by tliat spirit of 
lunacy so admirably displayed in the ficti- 
tious character exhibited by the inimitable 
Cervantes T have not yet encountered a 
windmill for a giant, nor mistaken this pub- 
lic house for a magnificent castle noitner 
do I believe this gentleman to be the con- 
stable, nor that worthy practitioner to be 
Master Elizabat, the surgeon recorded in 
ArnadiP de Gaul , nor you to be the enchanter 
Alquifc, nor any other sage of hislwy or 
romatice — ^1 see and distinguish objects as 
they me discerned and described by other 
men I rca^ri*wuthoiit prejudiie, can en- 
dure contradiction, and, as the company per- 
ceives, even bear impertinent censure with- 
out passion or resentment I quarrel with 
none but the foes ot virtue and decorum, 
against whom I have declared perpetual war, 
and them I will every wliere attack as the 
natural enemies of mankind 

But that war," said the cynic, ** may 
soon be brought to a conclusion, and your 
adventures close m Bridewell, provided you 
meet with some determined constable, who 
will seize your worship as a vagrant, ac- 


cording to the statute” “Heaven and 
earUi'” cned the stranger, starting up, and 
laying his hand on his sword, “do I live 
to hear myself insulted With such an oppro- 
brious epithet, and refrain from trampling 
into dust the insolent calumniator 
The tone in which these words were pro- 
nounced, and the indignation dial flashed 
from the eyes of the speaker, intimidated 
e\etj individual of the society, and reduced 
Ferffet to a temporary privation of all his 
faculties his eyes retired within their sock- 
ets , hie complexion, which was naturally of 
a copper hue, now shifted to a leaden colour j 
Ills teeth began to chatter , and all his limbs 
W’cre agitated by a sudden palsy The knight 
observed his condition and resumed his seat, 
saying, — “I was to blame my vemgeance 
must be reserved for very different objects — 
Friend, you have nothing to fear — ^the sudden 
gust of passion is now blown over Recollect 
yourself, and I will reason calmly on the 
observation you have made ” 

This was a very seasonable declaration to 
Mr Ferret, who opened his eyes, and wiped 
his forehead , while the other proceeded in 
these terms —“You say I am m danger of 
being apprehended as a vagrant I am not so 
Ignorant of the laws of my country, but that 
1 know the description of those who fall 
within the legal meaning ot this odious term 
You must give me leave to inform you, 
friend, that I arn neither boarward, fencer, 
stroller, gips}, mountebank, nor mendicant, 
nor do 1 practise subtle ciaft, to deceive and 
impose upon the king’s lieges , nor can I be 
held as an idle disordt ily person, travelling 
from place to place, collecting moneys by vir- 
tue of counterfeited passes, briefs, und otlicr 
false pretences — In what respect, lliercforc, 
am I to be deemed a vagrant Answer 
boldly, without fear or scruple ” 

To this interrogation the misanthrope re- 
plied, with a tdultcring accent, — “ It not a 
vagrant, you incur the penalty for riding 
armed in affray of the peace ” “ But, in- 
stead of nding armed m affray of the peace,” 
resumed the other, “1 ride in preservation 
of the peace , and gentleman are allowed by 
the law to wear aimour for their defence 
Some ride with blunderbusses, some with 
pistols, some with swords, according to their 
Various inclmalions Mine is to wear tlie 
armour of my forefathers , perhaps I use 
them for exercise, in order to accustom m\- 
self to fatigue, and strengthen my constitu- 
tion , perhaps I assume them for a f olic ” 

“ But if you swagger armed and in dis- 
guise, assault me on the highway, or put me 
in bo^ly fear, for the sake of the jest, the 
Jaw Will punish you m earnest,” cried the 
other “ But my intention,” answered the 
kniglit, “ 16 carefully tb avoid all those oc- 
casions of nffence ” “ Then,” said Ferret, 
you may go unarmed like other sober peo- 
ple.” “ Not BO,” ansvyered the knight, “ as 
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1 propose to travel all times, and in all places, 
mine armour may guard me against tbe at- 
tempts of treachery , it may defend me in 
combat against odds, should 1 be assaulted 
by a multitude, or have occasion to bring 
malefactors to justice ” 

“ What, then,” exclaimed the philosopher, 
“ yon intend to co-operate with the honour- 
able fraternity of thief-takers “I do pur- 
pose,” said the youth, eyeing him with a 
look of ineffablo contempt, *Moact as at^oad- 
jutor to the law, and even to remedy evils 
which the law cannot reach, to detect fraud 
•and treason, abase insolence, mortify pride, 
discourage slander, disgrace immodesty, and 
stigmatize ingratitude but the infamous part 
of a thiof-catchcr’b chararter 1 disclaun I 
neither assoc ate with robbers and pick- 
pockets, knowing them to be such, that, iii 
being intrusted with their secrets, 1 may tho 
more effectually betray them , nor shall I 
ever pocket the reward granted by the legis- 
lature to those by whom robbers are bnmght 
to conviction but 1 shall always think it niy 
duty to rid my country of that pernicious 
vermin, which preys upon the bowels of the 
commonwealth — rtot hut that an incorporated 
company of licensed thieves might, under 
proper regulations, be of service to the com- 
munity ” 

Ferret, emboldened by the passive tame- 
ness with which the stranger bore his last 
reflection, began to think he had nothing of 
Hector but his outside, and gave a loose to 
all the auiinony of his party-rancour Hear- 
ing the knight mention a to’^.pany of li- 
censed thieves, — What else,’ cned he, ** is 
the inajoiity of the nation"* What is your 
standing anii} at home, that eat up their 
follow-subjects * What are your incrccimrics 
abroad, whom you hire to fight their own 
quarrels "* Wiiat is your mihtm, that wise 
measure uf a sagacious ministry, but a larger 
gang of petty thieves, who steal sheep and 
poulliy through mere idleness , and w'ere 
they confronted with an enemy, would steal 

theinselv es away ** What is your but 

a knot of thieves, who pillage the nation 
under colour of law, and enrich llienffselves 
with the wreck of their coUiitry'* When 
you consider the enormous debt of above an 
hundred millions, the intolerable load of 
taxes and iinpobitions under which wc groan, 
and the manner in which that burden is 
yearly accumulating, to support two German 
electorates, without our receiving any thing 
in return, but the shows of triumph and sha- 
dows of conquest I say, when you reflect 
on these circumstances, and at the same 
time behold our cities filled with bapkrupts, 
and our country with beggars, can you be so 
infatuated as to deny that the ministry is 
mad, or worse than mad , our wealth exhaust- 
ed, our people miserable, our credit blasted, 
and our state on the brink of perdition ** 
This prospect, indeed, will make the fainter 


impression, if we recollect that we ourselves 
are a pack of such profligate, corrupted, 
pusillanimous rascals, as deserve no salva- 
tion ” 

The stranger, raising his voice to a loud 
tone, replied, — “ Such, indeed, are the in- 
sinuations, equally false and insidious, with 
which the desperate emissaries of a party 
endeavour to poison the minds of his niajos- 
ty’s subjects, in defiance of common hom^sty 
and common sense But he must be blind 
to all perception^ and dead to candour, wlio 
does not see and own tliat wc are involved 
in a just and necessary war, which has been 
maihtaiucd on truly British principles, pro- 
secuted with vigour, and crowned with suc- 
cess , that our taxes arc easy, in proportion 
to our wealth that our conquests are equally 
glorious and important that our commerce 
nourishes, our people are happy, and our 
enemies reduced to despair Is there a man 
who boasts a British heart, that ri pines at 
the success and prosperity of his country ** 
Such there are, O shame to patriotism, and 
reproach to Great Britain ' who act as the 
ennssarics of France, both in word and writ- 
mg, who exaggerate our necessary burdens, 
magnily our dangers, extol the power of our 
enemies, deride our victories, extenuate our 
conquests, condemn the measures of our go- 
vernment, and scatter the seeds of dissatis- 
faction through the land Such domestic 
traitors are doubly the objects of detestation , 
first, in perverting truth , and, socondly, in 
propagating falsehood, to the prejudice of 
that community of which they have professed 
themselves members One of these is wi 11 
known by the imrn( ot Ferret, aii old, ran- 
corous, me orngible instrument of sedition 
happy It IS for him that he has never fallen 
in iny wa) , tor, notwithstanding the max- 
ims of forbearance whicli I have adopted, the 
indignation which the character of that cai- 
tiff* inspires would probably impel me to some 
art of violence, and 1 should crush him like 
an ungrateful viper, that gnawed the bosom 
which warmed it into life 

These last words were pronounced with a 
wildness ot look, that even bordered upon 
fien/y The misanthrope once more retired 
to ihf^pantry for shelter, and the rest of the 
gnesis were evidently disconcerted 

Mr Fillet, in order to change the conver- 
sation, which was likely to produce serious 
( onsequences, expressed uncommon satisfac- 
tion at the remarks which the knight had 
made, signified his approbation of the honour- 
able office ho had undertaken, declared him- 
self happy in having seen such an accom- 
plished cavalier, and observed, that nothing 
was wanting to render him a complete 
knight-errant, but some celebrated beaiitv 
the imstresB of his heart, whose idea might 
animate Ips breast, and strengthen his arm 
to the utmost exertion of /alour he added, 
that love was the soul of chivalry 
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The stranger started at this discourse He 
turned h}s eye on the snr^on with a fixed 
regard , his countenance changed , a torrent 
of tears gushed down his cheeks , his head 
sunk upon bis hosotn y he heaved a profound 
sigh, and remained in silence with all the 
external marks of unuitcrable sorrow The 
company were, in some measure, infected 
by his despondence, concerning the cause of 
which, however, they liquid not venture to 
inquire 

Ry this time the landlady, having disposed 
of the squire, desired to know, with many 
courtesies, if bis honour would not choose to 
put off his wet garments, assuring him, that 
she had a very good feather-bed at his service, 
upon which many gcntlevolks of the virst 
quality had lain , that the sheets were well 
aired, and that Dolly would warm them for 
his worship with a pan of coals ” This hos- 
pitable offer being repeated, he seemed to 
wake from a trance of grief, arose from his 
seat, and bowing courteously to the company, 
withdrew 

(kptain Crowe, whoso faculty of speech 
had been all this time absorbed in amazement, 
now broke mto the conversation with a volley 
of interjections — ** Split my snatch,block * 
— Odd’s firkin * — Splice my old shoes ♦ — I 
have sailed the salt seas, brother, smcc I was 
no higher than the Triton’s tafirel — east, 
west, north, and south, as the saying is — 
Blacks, Indians, Moors, Morattos, and Sea- 
poys but, smite my timbers * such a man 
of war — ” 

Here he was interrupted by his nephew, 
Tom Clarke, who had disappeared at the 
knight’s first entrance, and now produced 
huiiself with an eagerness in his look, while 
the tears started in his eyes Lord bless 
my soul cried he, “ I know that gentleman 
and his servant, as well as I know my own 
fiitJior I am his own godson, uncle , he 
stood for me wlicn he was a boy — ^yes, in- 
deed, sir, my father was steward to the estate 
— I may say 1 was bred up in the family of 
SirEverhard Gi eaves, who has been dead 
these two years — this is the only son, Sir 
jjauncelot , the best natured, worthy, gener- 
ous gentleman — I care not who knows it I 
love him as well as if he was my own, flesh 
and blood — ” 

At this period, Tom, whose heart was of 
the melting mood, began to sob and weep 
plcnteously, from pure affection Crowe, 
who was not very subject to these tender- 
nesses, d — d him for a chicken-hearted Inb- 
much peevishness, — 

What do’st cry for'* what do’st cry fbr, 
noddy'*” The surgeon, impatient to know 
the story of Sir Laiincelot, which he bad 
heard imperfectly recounted, begged that Mr 
Clarke would compose himself, and relate it , 
as circqmstantially as his memory could re- 1 
tarn the particulars, and Ton, wiping hisl 
eyes, promtsed to give him that salibfaction , i 


which the reader, if he be so minded, may 
partake in the next chapter 

CHAPTER m 

Which the reader, on pent-sal, may wish 
were chapter the last 

The doctor presciibed a repetatur of the 
jalajit and mixed the ingredients secundum 
artem , Tom Clarke hemmed thrice, to clear 
Ills pipes, while tlie rest of the company, 
including Dolly and her mother, who had by 
this time administered to the knight, com- 
posed themselves into earnest and hushed 
attention Then the young lawyer began 
his narrative to this eflect — 

“ 1 tell ye what, gejfnmen, I don’t pretend 
in this here case to flourish and harangue 
like a — having never been called to — but 
what of that dy’e sec ** — perhaps I may know 
as much as — facts arc facts, as the saying 
IS 1 shall tell, repeat, and relate, a plain 
story — matters of tact, d’ye see, without 
rhetoric, oratory, ornament, or embellish- 
ment , without repetition, tautology, circum- 
locution, or going about the bush, facts 
which 1 shall aver, partly on the testimony 
of my own knowledge, and partly fVom the 
information of responsible evidences of good 
repute and credit, any circumstance known 
to the contrary notwithstanding — for, as the 
law saith, if so be as how there is an except- 
Hon to evidence, that exception is in its 
nature but a denial of what is taken to be 
good by the other party, and rxceptw tn non 
excepUs firmat legulam, d’ye see — But 
howBonievcr, in regard to this here affair, we 
need not be so scrupulous as if we were 
pleading before a ]udgc sedente curia ” 
Ferret, whose curiosity was rather more 
eager than that of any other person in this 
audience, being provoked by this preamble, 
dashed the pipe he had )U8t filled m pieces 
against the grate , and after having pro- 
nounced the interjection ptsh * with an acri- 
mony of aspect altogether peculiar to hirnself^ 
— “ If,^ said he, “ impertinence and folly 
were felony by the statute, there would be 
no want of unexcc ptionable evidence to hang 
such an eternal babbler ” “ Anan, babbler 
cried Tom, reddening with pasbion, and 
starting up, “ I’d have you to know, sir, that 
1 can bite as well as babble , and that, if 1 
am so minded, 1 can run upon the foot after 
my game without being in fault, as tlic say- 
ing 18 , and which is more, 1 can shake an 
old fox by the collar ” 

How far this young lawyer might have 
proceeded to prove himself staunch on the 
person of the misanthrope, if he had not been 
prevented, we sliall not determine , but the 
whole company were alarmed at h s looks 
and expressions Dolly’s rosy cheeks as- 
sumed an ash-colour, while she ran between 
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the disputants, <rying, — “Naay, naay — vor 
the lov(» of God doaut then, doant then 
But Captain Oowe exerted a parental au- 
thority over his nephew, saying, — Avast, 
Tom, avast ' snug^s the word — wc’Il have no 
hoarding, d'ye see Haul forward thy chair 
again, take thy berth, and proceed with thy 
story in a direct course, without yawing 
like a Dutch yanky ” 

Tom, thus tutored, recollected himself, re- 
sumed ius seat, and, after some pause, plunged 
at once into the current of narration « — “ I 
told you before, geminen, that the gentleman 
in armour was the only son of Sir Everhard 
Greaves, who possessed a free estate of five 
thousand a year in our county, and was 
lespected by all his m^ighboiirs as much for 
his personal ment as tor his family fortune 
With respect to his son Launcelot, whom 
you have seen, I can remember nothing until 
lie returned from the university, about the 
age of seventeen and then I myself was not 
more than ten years old The young gentle- 
man was at that time in mourning for his 
mother , though, God he knows, Sir Everhard 
had more cause to re]oice than to be afflicted 
at her death for, among friends (here he 
lowered his voice, and looked round the 
kitchen), she was very w himsical, expensive, 
ill-tempcred, and Tm afraid, a little — upon 
the — flighty order — a little touched or so , 
but mum for that — ^the lady is now dead , and 
it is niy ma\nn, de mortuis mi msi bonum 
The young squire was even then very hand- 
some, and looked remarkably well* in his 
weepers , but he had an awkw^ard air and 
shambling gait, stooped mortally, and was 
so shy and silent that he would not look a 
stranger in the fac e, nor open hia mouth be- 
fore company Wlienevcr he spied a horse 
oi carnage at the gate, he would make liis 
escape into the garden, and from tJicnce into 
the park , where many is the good time and 
often he has been found sitting under a tree, 
with a book in his band, reading Greek, 
Latin, and other foreign liiigos 

“Sir Everhard hmibclf was no great 
scholar, and my father had forgot Ins class- 
ical learning , and so the rector of the parish 
was desin*d to examine young Launcelot 
It was a long lime liefore ho found an oppor- 
tunity , the bqmre always gave him the blip 
At length the parson catched him in bed of 
a morning, and locking the door, to it they 
went tooth and nail What passed betwixt 
them the Lord in heaven knows , but;, when 
the doctor came forth, he looked wild and 
haggard as if he had seen a ghosts his face 
as*white hb paper, and his lips trembling like 
an aspen leaf ^Pamon,’ said the knight, 

‘ what is the matter'* — ^how do*st find my son'* 
I Jiope ho won't turn out a ninny, and dis- 
grace lus family »* The doctor, wiping the 
sweat from Ins forehead, replied, with some 
hesitation, — * he could not tell— he hoped the 
best— the squire was to be sure a very extm- 
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ordinary young gentleman ’ But the father 
urging him to give on explicit -answer, he 
frankly declared, that, m his opinion, the son 
would turn out either a mirror of wisdom or 
a monument of folly , for hib genius and dis- 
position were altogether preternatural The 
knight was sorely Vexed at thi^ declaration, 
and signified his displeasure by saying, the 
doctor, like a true priest, dealt in mysteries 
and oracles, that would admit of different and 
indeed contrary interpretations He after- 
wards consulted my father, who had served 
as stew'ard upon the estate for above thirty 
ears, and acquned a considerable share of 
IS favour — ‘Will Clarke,’ said he, with 
tears in his eyes, ‘ what shall I do with this 
unfortunate lad '* I would to God he had 
never been bom , for I fear he w ill bring my 
grey hairs with sorrow to the grave When 
1 am gone, he wil* throw away tlie estate, 
and bring himself to infamy and rum, by 
keeping company with rooks and beggars 
O Will* I could forgive extravagance in a 
young man , but it breaks my heart to sec 
my only son give such repeated proofs of a 
mean spirit and sordid disposition *’ 

“ Here the old gentleman shed a flood of 
tears, and not williout some shadow of rea- 
son By this time Launcelot was grown so 
reserved to las father, that he seldom saw 
him, or any of his relations, except when he 
was in a manner forced to appear at table, 
and there his bnshfulness seemed every da} 
to inciease On the other hrnd, he had 
formed some very btrangc lonnections 
Every morning he visited the stable, when 
h^ rot only coiivoifeid vvitii the grooms and 
lielpc Fb, but scraped acquaint ante with tla 
horses he fed his fa\ ourites with his o\\ ii 
hand, stioaked, caressed and rode them by 
turns till at lost they grew so familiar, that, 
even when they were a-field at grass, and 
saw him at a distance, they would toss their 
manes, vvlnnny like so many coltb at sight 
of the dam, and galloping up to the place 
where Jic* stood, smell him all over 

“ \ ou must know that I myself, though a 
child, was his companion in all these excur- 
sions He took a liking to me on accouir 
of my being his god'^on, and gave me rnon 
mo^ev than 1 knew what to do with he had 
alvvavs plenty of cash for the asking, as my 
father was ordered to supply him liberalH , 
the knight thinking that a command of 
money might help to raise his thoughts to a 
proper consideration of his own importance 
He never could endure a common beggar, 
that was not either m a state of infancy or 
<»f old age , but, in other respects, he matii 
the guineas fly m such a manner, as looked 
more like madness than generosity He 
had no communication with your rich >eo- 
rr en, hut rather treated them and their fami- 
lies with studied contempt, because, forsooth 
they pretended to assume the dress and 
manners of the gentry 
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“ They kept tlieir footmen, their saddle- 
horses, and chaises their wives and daugh- 
ters appeared in their jewels, their silks, 
and their satins, their negligees and trolo- 
pees, their clumsy shanks, hke so many 
chines of bcei, were cased in silk- hose and 
embroidered slippers , their raw-red fingers, 
gross as the pipes of a chamber-organ, 
whi;ch had been employed m milking the 
cows, in twirling the mop or churn-staff, 
being adorned with diamonds, were taught 
to thrum the pandola, and even to touch 
the keys of the harpsichord * Nay, in 
every village they kept a route, and set up 
an assembly , and in one place a hog-butcher 
was master of the ceremonies 

“ I have heard Mr Greaves iidicule tliem 
for their vanity and awkward mutation , 
and therefore, I believe, he avoided all con- 
cerns with them, even when they endea- 
voured to engage his attention It was the 
lower soil of people with whom he chiefly 
conversed, such as ploughmen, ditchers, and 
other day-labourers To every cottager in 
the parish he was a bounteous benc&i tor 
He was, m the literal sense of the w^ord, a 
careful overseer of the poor , for he went 
from house to house, industriously inquiring 
into the distresses of the people He re- 
paired their huts, clothed their backs, filled 
their bellies, and supplied them with necessa- 
Ties for exercising their indub try and different 
occupations 

“rll give you one instance now, as a 
specimen of his character He and I, stroll- 
ing one day on the side of a common, saw 
two boys picking hips and hnws from the 
hedges one seemed to be about five, and the 
other a year older , they w ere both barefoot 
and ragg(*d, but at the same time fat, fair, 
and in good condition ^ Who do you be- 
long to said Mr Greaves ‘ To Mary 
Stile,* replied the oldest, ‘ the wudow that 
rents one of them houben ’ * And how 

do’st live, my boy ^ thou lookest fresh and 
jolly,’ resumed the squire ‘Lived well 
enough till yesterday,’ answered the child 
‘And pray what happened yesterday, my 
boy'*’ continued Mr Greaves ‘Happened*’ 
said he, ‘ why mammy had a coople of httio 
Welch kc awes, that gi’en milk enough to 
fi^l all our bellies , mammy’s, and mine, and 
Dick’s here, and ray two little sisters at 
hoam yeslerdaj the squire seized the 
keawes for rent, God rot’un ' Mammy’s 
gone to bed sick and sulky my two sisters 
be crying at hoam vor vood , and Dick and 
1 be come hitlier to pick haws and bullies ’ 

“,My godfather’s face grew red as scarlet, 
he took one of the children in either hand, 
and leading them towards the house, found 
Sir Everhard talking with my father before 
the gate Instead of avoiding the old gen- 
tleman, as usual, lie brushed up to him with 
a spmt he had never bhown before, and 
presenting the two ragged boys, — ‘Surely, 


sir,’ said he, ‘you will not countenance 
that there ruffian, your steward, in oppressing 
the widow and fatherless ** On pretence of 
distraining for the rent of a cottage, he has rob- 
bed the mother of these and other poor infant 
orphans of two cows, which afforded them 
their whole sustenance Shall you be con- 
cerned la tearing the l^rd-earned morsel 
from the mouth of indigence ** Shall your 
name, which has been so long mentions as 
a bles^ngy be now detested as a curse by 
the poor, the helpless, and forlorn ** The 
father of these babes was once your game- 
keeper, who died of a coiibumption caught 
in your service lou see they are almost 
naked — I found them plucking haws and 
sloes, m order to apjioase their hunger 
The wretched mother is starving in a cold 
cottage, distracted with the cries of other 
two infants, clamorous for food and while 
her heart is bursting with anguish and des- 
pair, she invokes Ileavcn to avenge the 
widow’s cause upon the head of her unre- 
lenting landlord 

“This unexpected address brought tears 
into the eyes of the good old gentleman 
Will Clarke,* said he to my father, ‘ how 
durst you abuse my authority at this rate 
You who know 1 have been always a pro- 
tector, not an oppressor, of the needy and 
unfortunate I c barge you, go immediately 
and comfort this poor woman with immediate 
relief, instead of her own cows, let her have 
two of the best iniJch cows of niy dairy 
they shall graze in my parks in bummer, 
and be foddered with my hav m winter 
She shall bit rent-free for life and I will 
take rare of these her poor orphans ’ 

“ This was a very affecting scene Mr 
Launcelot took his ftither’b hand and kissed 
it, while the tears ran down his cheeks, 
and Sir Everhard embraced his son with 
great tenderness, crying — ‘ My dear boy » 
Uod be praised for having given you such a 
feeling heart’ M) father himself wab 
moved, thof a practitioner of the law , and 
consequently used to distresses He decla- 
red, tliat be had given no directions to dis- 
train , and that the bailiff cmibt hav c done it 
by his own authority ‘If that be the case,’ 
said the vouiig squire, ‘let the inhuman 
rascal be turned out of our service ’ 

“Well, gemmen, all the children were 
immediately clothed and fod, and the poor 
widow had well-nigh run distracted with 
joy The old knight, being of a humane 
temper himself, was pleased to see buch 
proofs of his son’s generosity be was not 
angry at his spending his money, but at 
squandering away his time among the dregs 
of the people For you must know, he not 
only made matches, portioned poor maid- 
ens, and set up young couples that came to- 
gether without money , but he mingled m 
every rustic diversion, and bore away the 
piize in every contest He excelled every 
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iswuin of that district in feats of strength 
and activity in leaping, running, wrestling, 
cricket, cudgel-playing, and pitching the bar, 
and was confessed to be, out of sight, the 
best dancer >at all wakes and holidays happy 
was the counti^-girl who could engage the 
young squire as her partner To be sure, 
It was a comely sight for to see as how the 
buxom couutiw-lasses, fresh and fragrant, 
and blushing hke the rose, in tlieir best ap- 
parel digbt, their white hose, and cleisa short 
dimity petticoats, their gaudy gowns of 
printed cotton , their top-knots and stomach- 
ers, bedizened with bunches of ribands of 
\arious colours, green, pink and yellow , to 
see them crowned with garlands, and assem- 
bled on May-day, to dance before &quire 
Launcelot, as he made his morning^s pro- 
gress through llie village Then all the 
young peasants made then appearance with 
cockades, suited to the fancies of their seve- 
ral sweethearts, and boughs of dowering 
hawthorn The children sported about like 
flocks of tr'sking lambs, or the young fry 
fcwarnung under the suniiv bank of some 
meandei ing river The old men and women, 
in their holiday-garments, stood at their 
doors to receive their benefactor, and poured 
forth blessings on him as he passed the 
children welcomed liun wuth tlieir shrill 
shouts, the damsels with songs of praese, 
and the young men, w ith the pipe and ta- 
boi, inarched before him to the May-pole, 
ik^hich w’^as bedecked with flowers and bloom 
There the ruial dance began a plentiful 
dinnei, with oceans of* good liquor, was be- 
spoke at the White Hart the wrhole village 
was regaled at the squires expense , and 
both the day and the night were spent m 
mirth and pleasure 

“ Lord help you ’ ho could not rest if he 
thought there was an aching lieart in the 
whole parish Every paltry cottage was in 
a little time converted into a pretty, snug, 
comfortable habitation, with a wooden porch 
at the door, glass casements in the windows, 
and a little garden behind, well stored with 
greens, roots, and sallads In a word, the 
jioor’s rate was reduced to a mere trifle , 
and one w ould have thought the golden age 
was revived in Yorkshire But, as I told 
y ou before, the old knight could not bear to 
see his only son so whollv attached to these 
lowly pleasures, while he industriously shun- 
ned all opportunities of appearing m that 
superior sphere to which he Was designed by 
nature and by fortune He imputed Ins con- 
duct to meanness of spirit, and advised with 
my father touching the properest expedient 
to w'can his affections fiom buch low-born 
pursuits My father counselled him to send 
the young ge*ntleman up to London, to be en- 
tered as a student m the Temple, and re- 
commended him to the supefintendencc of 
some person who knew' the tow n, and might 
engage him insensiblv in such amusements 


and connexions, as would soon lift his ideas 
above the humble objects on which they had 
been hitherto employed. This advice ap- 
peared so salutary, that it was followed w^li- 
oiit the least hesitation The young squire 
himself was perfectly well satisfied with the 
proposal , and in a tew days he set out for 
the great city but there was not a dry eye 
in the parish at hie departure, althougli he 
prevailed upon his father to pay m his ab- 
sence all the pensions he had granted to 
those who could not live on the fruit of their 
own industry In what manner he spent hie 
time in London, it is none of my business to 
inquire, thof 1 know pretty well what kind 
of lives are led by gemmen of your inns of 
court I myself once belonged to Serjeant’s 
Inn, and was perliaps as good a wit and a 
cntic as any templar of them all Nay, as 
for that matter, thof 1 despise vanity, i can 
av'cr with a safe conscience, that I had once 
the honour to belong to the society called 
the town we were all of us attorney’s 
clerks, gemmen, and had our meetings at an 
ale-house in Butcher Row, where we regu- 
lated the diversions of the theatre 

“ But to return from this digression Sir 
Everhard Groa\c& did not seem to be very 
well pleased with the conduct of his son at 
London He got notice of some irregulan- 
ties and scrapes into which he had fiillcn , 
and the squire bekloin wro‘e Ins lather, ex- 
cept to diaw upon him lor monev , which he 
dui so fast, that in eighteen month j the old 
gentleman lost all patience 

*• At tilts period Squire Darnel chanced to 
die, leaving an only daughter, a minor, heir- 
ess of thrfc tliousand a-year, under the 
guardianship of her uncle Anthony, w'hosc 
brutal character all the world knows TIh' 
breath w^as no sooner out of his brother’s 
bodj,than he resolved, if possible, to suc- 
ceed him in parliament as repfesentative for 
the boroiigli of Ashenton Now you must 
know, that this borough had been for many 
jears a bone of contention between the fami- 
lies of Greaves and Darnel, and at length 
the difTcrence was compromised by the inter- 
position of friends, on condition that Sir 
Eveihard and Squire Darnol should alter- 
nately represent the place in parliament 
They agreed to this compromise for their 
mutual convenience , but they were never 
heartily reconciled Their political princi- 
ples did not tallv, and their wives looked 
upon each other as rivals in fortune and mag- 
nificence so that there was no intercourse 
between them, thof they lived in tlie f'ann 
neighbourhood On the contrary, in all dis- 
putes they constantly headed the oppositr 
parties Sir Everhard understanding 
Antliony Darnel had begun to canvass, a id 
w^as putting every iron in the fire, in vjo’ ’- 
tion and contempt of the pactum famiba^ 
before mentioned, fell into a violent pasami , 
that brought ou a severe fit of the gout , by 
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which hr* was disabled from giving personal 
attention to his own interest My lather, in- 
deed, employed all his diligence and address, 
aii^ spared neither money, time, nor cop- 
fatitution, till at length he drank himself into 
a consumption, which was the death of him 
Rut, after all, there is a great difference be- 
tween a steward and a principal Mr Dar- 
nel attended in propria persona, flattered 
and caressed the women, feasted the elec- 
tors, hired mobs, made processions, and 
scattered about his money in such a manner, 
that our friends durst hardly show their heads 
in public 

“ At this very crisis, our young squire, to 
whom his father had written an account of 
the transaction, arrived unexpectedly at 
Gravesbury-hall, and had a long private con- 
ference with Sir Evorhard The news of 
his return spread like wild-hre through all 
that part of the country, bonfires were made, 
and the bells set a-rmgmg in several towns 
and steeples , and next morninff above seven 
hundred people were assembled at the gate, 
with music, flags, and streamers, to welcome 
their young squire, and accompany him to 
the borough of Aahenton He set out on 
foot vkith his retinue, and entered one end 
of the town just as Mr Darnel's mob had 
come in at the other Both arrived about 
the same time at the market place , but Mr 
Darnel, mounting first into the balcony of 
the town-house, made a long speech to the 
people in fa\ our of his own pretensions, not 
without some invidious reflections glanced 
at Sir Everhard, Ins compel itor 

“We did not much mind the acclamation 
of his party, which we knew had been hired 
for the purpose , but we were in some pain 
for Mr Greaves, who had not been used to 
speak in public He took his turn, how- 
ever, in the balcony, and, uncovering his 
head, bowed all around with the most enga- 
ging courtesy He w^as dressed in a green 
frock trimmed with gold, and his own dark 
hair flowed about his cars in natural curie, 
while hi& face was overspread with a blush, 
that improved the glow of youth to a deeper j 
crimson , and I dare say set many a female 
heart a-palpitatnig When he made his first 
appeanince, there was just such a humiging 
and clapping of hands as you may have heard 
whqn the iclebrated Garrick comes upon 
the stage in King Ltai, or King Richard, or 
any other top character But how agreea- 
blywcro w^e disajipoinled, when our joung 
gentleman made such an oration as would 
not have disgraced a Pitt, an Egmont, or a 
Murray * While he spoke, all was hushed m 
admiration and attention , you could ha\e 
almost heard a feather dro_j to the ground* It 
would have charmed you to hear with what 
modesty he recounted the sorvices which 
his fitther and grandfather had done to the 
corporation! with what eloquence he expa- 
tiate up^n the shameful infraction of the 


treaty subsisting between the two tanuhes , 
and with what keen and spirited strokes of 
satire he retorted the sarcasms of Darnel 

“ He no sooner concluded his harangue, 
than there was such a burst of applause, as 
seemed to rend the very sky Our music 
immediately struck up , our people advanced 
with their ensigns, and, as every man had a 
good cudgel, broken heads would have en- 
sued, had not Mr Darnel and las party 
though! proper to retreat with uncommon 
dispatch lie never oflTerecl to make another 
public entrance, as he saw tlie torrent ran so 
violently against him , but sat down with 
his loss, and withdrew his opposition, thougii 
at bottom extremely mottihed and incensed 
Sir Everhard was unanimously elected, and 
appeared to be the happiei^t man upon earth , 
for, besides the pleasure arising from his» 
victory over this competitor, he was now ful- 
ly satisfied that his sou, instead of disgracing, 
would do honour to his family It would have 
moved a heart of stone to see with what a 
tender transport of paternal joy he received 
his dear Launcelot, after having heard of his 
deportment and success at Ashenton, w here, 
by-the-bye, he gave a ball to the ladies, and 
displayed as much elegance and politeness, 
as if he had been bred at the court of Ver- 
sailles 

“ This joyous season w’^as of shoit dura- 
tion in a little time all the happiness of the 
family was overcast by a sad incident, wliick 
hath left such an unfortunate impression 
upon the mind of tlievonng gentleman, as, 1 
am afraid, will never be eflaced Mr Dar- 
nel’s niece and ward, the great heirts^, 
whose name is Aurelia, was the ino^t cele- 
brated beauty of the whole country , if I said 
the whole kingdom, or indeed all Europe 
perhaps 1 should barely do her justice I don’t 
pretend to be a limner, geramen , nor does 
it become me to delineate such excellence , 
but surely I may presume to repeat from the 
play, 

*Oh' $bc 18 all that painting; can express, 

*Oi vouthful poets Uucy svhen they love*' 

“ At that time she might be about seven- 
teen , tall and fair, and so exquisitely shaped 
— you may talk of your Venus de Medicis, 
oui Dianas, your nymphs, and Galateas 
ut if Praxitele!, and Roubiliac, and Wilton, 
were to laj their heads together, in order to 
make a complete pattern of beauty, thej 
would hardly reach hei model of perfection 
As for complexion, poets will talk of blend- 
ing the lily with the rose, and bring in a par- 
cm of similes of cowslips,^ carnations, pinks, 
and daiei^ Tliero’s Dpllyf now, has got o 
very good complexion ’ indeedahe*$ the ver\ 
picture of health and innocence— you are, 
indeed, my pretty lass parva compo- 
nere magnis Miss Datnel is all amazing 
beauty, 4qlicacy, and dignity * Then the 
softness and expiredsion ofner fine blue eyes , 
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• her pouting lips of coral hue ; hor neck, that 
xiBce like a tower of polished alabaster be- 
tween two mounts of snow I tell ou what, 
getnmen, it don*t signiQr talking , if e^er a 
one of you was to meet this young lady 
alone, m the xpidst of a heath or common, or 
any unfrequented place^ he would down on 
Ills knees, and think he kneeled before some 
supernatural being Til tell you more , she 
not only resembles an angel m beauty, but a 
haint in goodness, and a hermit in b0mili» 
ty , so \oid of all pride and afiectation , so 
soi^, and sweet, and afTablc, and humane ' 

• Lord * I could tell such instances of her cha- 
nty ’ 

“ Sure enougli, she and Sir Launcelot 
were formed by nature for each other , 
howsoever, the cruel hand of fortune hath 
intervened, and severed tliem for ever 
Eve ry soul that knew them both said it was 
a thousand pit les but they should come to- 
gether, and extinguish, in their hapoy union, 
the mutual animosity of the two families* 
which had so often embroiled the whole 
neighbourhood Nothing was heard but the 
praises of Miss Aurelia Darnel and Mr 
Launcelot Greaves , and, no doubt, the parties 
were prepossessed by tins applause ill favour 
of eac h other At length Mr Greaves went 
one Sunday to her pariah chun h , but, though 
the greater part of the congregation watched 
tlieir looks, they could not perceive that she 
took the least" notice of him, or that he 
seemed to be struck with her appoarame 
He afterwards had an opportunity of sedmg 
her, more at Ici&ure, at the York assemldy, 
during the races, but this opportunity was 
productive of no good effect, because he had 
that same day quarrelled with her uncle on 
tlie turf 

“ All old grudge, you know, gcramen, is 
soon inlUmed to a ficbh rupture It was 
tliodght Mr Darnel cauK on purpose to show 
his resentment They differed about a bet 
upon Miss Cleverlegs, and, in the course of 
the dispute, Mr Darnel called him a petulant 
hoy The young squire, who was as hasty 
gunpowder, told him he was man enough 
to chastise hun for Ins insolence , and would 
do It oil the spot, if he tliought it would not 
interrupt the diversion. In all probability 
they would have come to points immediately, 
had not the gentlemen interposed so that 
nothing further passed, but abundance of 
foul language on the part of Mr Anthony, 
and a repeated defiance to single combat 

** Mr Greaves, making a low bow, retired 
from the field and in the evening danced at 
the assembly with a young lady from the 
bishopric, seemingly m good temper and 
spirits, without having any words with Mr 
Darnel, who was ulhO present But in the 
morning he visited that proud neighbour be- 
times , and they had almost reached a grove 
of trees on the north side of the town, when 
they Were suddenly overtaken by half-a- 
4 W» 


dozen gentlemen, ^ who had watched their 
motions It was m vain for them to dissem- 
ble their design, which could not now take 
effect They gave up their pistols, and a 
reconciliation was patched op by the press- 
mg remonstrances of their common friends , 
but Mr Darneffi hatred still rankled at hot- 
tom, and soon broke out in the sequel About 
Uitee months after this transaction, his niece 
Aurelia, with her mother, having been to 
visit a lady m the chariot, the horses being 
young, and not used to the traces, were 
startled at the braying of a jac k-ass on the 
common, and, taking fright, ran away with 
the carriage, like lightning The coachman 
was thrown from the box, and tlie ladies 
screamed piteously for help Mr Greaves 
chanced to be a-horscback on the other side 
of an mclosure when he heard their shrieks, 
and, riding up to the hedge, knew tlie cha- 
riot, and saw their disaster The horses 
were then running full speed, in such a di- 
rection as to drive headlong over a precipice 
into a stone quarry, where they and the cha- 
riot and the ladies must be dashed in pieces 

“ You may conceive, gemiiien, what his 
thoughts were when he saw such a fine 
voung ladv, m the flower of her age, just 
plunging into eternity when he saw the 
lov ely Aurelia on the brink of being precipi- 
tated am(»ng rocks, where her delicate limbs 
must he mangled and torn asunder , when he 
perceived, that, before he could ride round 
by the gate, the tragedy would be fiiubhed 
The fence was so thick and high, flanked 
with a broad ditch on tlic outside, that he 
could not hope to clear it, although he w as 
mounted on Scipio bred out of Miss Cowslip, 
the sire Muley, and his grandsirc the famous 
Arabian Mustapha Siipio was bred by m\ 
father, who w ould not have taken a hundred 
guineas for him from aii) other person but 
the young squire — ^Indeed, I have heard my 
poor father say — ” 

Bv thus time Ferret's impatience was be- 
come so outrageous, that he exclaimed, in a 
furious tone, — “Damn >our fatlier, and ins 
horse, and his colt into the bargain 

Tom made no reply, but began to strip 
with great expedition Captain Crowe was 
so choked with passion, that he could utter 
nothing but disjointed sentences he rose 
from hia seat, brandished his horsewhip, and, 
seizing huj nephew by the collar, cried, — 
** Odds heartlikms 1 sirrah, I have a good 
mind — Devil fire your running tackle, }ou 
land lubber !— can’t you steer without all tins 
tackmg hither an thither, and the Liord 
knows whither '*-^*Noint my block * I’d 
give thee a ropers end for thy supper if it 
' wari’t— ” 

Dolly had conceived a sneaking kindness 
for the young lawyer, and, thinking him in 
danger of being rouglily handled, flew to his 
relief She twisted her hand in Crowe’s 
neckcloth without ceremony, crying, — 
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“ Sha*t then, I tell thee^ pld codger, -^who 
lc^a|iB a vag vor thy vooli^h trahtrtnns 
While Croive looked black lA the face, 
md jran the nek of etrangulatioa tin^r the 
gn|>e of thi^ amazon, Mr Clarke having dia- 
engaged himeelf of his hat^ wig, coat, ibid 
waistcoat, advanced m an elegant attitude 
of manual oftboce towards the misanthrope, 
who snatched up a gridiron from the chim- 
ney corner, and discord seemed to clap her 
sootv wings m eapectatidn'of battle But, 
as the reader may have more than once al- 
ready cursed the unconsCtonslde length of 
this chapter, we must postpone to Ujc next 
opportunity the incidents that succeeded this 
denunciation of war 


CHAPTER IV 

In which %V appears that the kmght, when 
heartily set tn for sleeping^ was not eetstly 
disturbed 

In all probability the kitchen of the Black 
Lion, from a domestic temple of society and 
good fellowship, would have been converted 
into a scene or stage of sanguinary dispute, 
had not Pallas or Discretion interposed in 
the person of Mr Fillet, and, with the assist- 
ance of the ostler, disarmed the combatants, 
not only of their arms, but also of thoir re- 
sentment 

The impetuosity of Mr Clarke was a little 
checked at sight of the gridiron, which Fer- 
ret brandished with uncommon dexterity , a 
circumstance from whence the company 
were, upon reflection, induced to believe, 
that, before he plunged into the sea of poh- 
tics, he had occasionally figured in the cha- 
racter of that facetious droU who accompa- 
nies your Itinerant physicians, under the 
familiar appellation of Merry-Andrew or 
Jack-Pudding, and on a wooden stage en- 
tertains the populace with a solo on the salt- 
box, or a sonata on the tongs and gridiron 
Be that as it may, the young lawyer seemed 
to be a little discomposed at the glancing of 
this extraordinary weapon of o^ence, which 
the fair hands of Dolly had scoured, until it 
had shone as bright as the shield of AckiHes, 
or as the emblem of good old English ftre, 
which hongs by a red ribbon round the neck 
of that thncc-honoured sage’s head, in vel- 
vet bonnet cased, who presides by rotation 
4at the genial board, distinguished by the title 
of the beef^steak club , where the dehekte 
rumps irresistibly attract the stranger’s eye, 
andk while they seem to cry,— come cut 
pxbt coipo cut me,” constrain, by wondrous 
swibpnthy, eath mouth to overflow, Where 
the obli^ng and humorous Jemmy B— 
the gentle Silly H— d, replete with huqmn 
kns&ess, and the generous Johnny R— 4, 
respected end beloved by all the world, at- 
tend as the priests imd ministers of mirth. 


good cheer, and jollity, and assist with culi- 
,nary,art the raw, unpractised, awkward 
guest 

But to return from this digrc^ive simlfo — 
The other no sooner stept between those 
menacing antagonists, than Tom Clarke 
very quietly resumed his clothes, and Mr 
Ferret resigned the gridiron without farther 
question The doctor did not find it ifhite 
so easy to release the tliroat of Captain 
Cro\^from the nuLsduline gtasp of the virago , 
DoUy, whose fingem could not be dasengag^ 
until the honest seaman u as ohpOBt at the 
last gasp After some pauses during which ^ 
he panted hr breath, and untied his neck- 
cloth, — “ Damn theo for a brimstone galley,” 
cned he, “ I was nevei so grappled withal 
since 1 knew a card from a compass Ad- 
zooks * the jade has so taughtened my rig- 
ging, d’ye see, that I — Snatch by bowlines, 
if f come athwart thy hawser, I’ll turn thy 
keel upwards — or mayhap set thee a-driving 
under bare poles — 1 will — I will, you hell-fire, 
saucy — will — ” 

Dolly made no reply, but, seeing Mr Clarke 
sit down again with great composure, took 
her station likewise at the opposite side of 
the apartment Then Mr Fillet requested 
the lawyer to proceed with his story, which, 
after three hems, he accordingly prosecuted 
in these words 

told you, gemmen, that Mr Greaves 
was mounts on Scipio, when he saw Miss 
Darnel and her mother in danger of being 
hurried over a precipice Without reflect- 
ing a moment, he gave Scipio the spur, and 
at one spring he cleared five and twenty feet, 
over heage and ditch, and every obstruction 
Then he rode full speed, in order to turn the 
coach-horses , and, finding them quite wild 
and furious, endeavoured to drive against 
the counter of the hither horse, v/hich he 
missed, and staked poor Scipio on the pole 
of the coach The shock was so great, that 
the coach-horses made a full stop within ten 
yards of the quarry, and Mr Greaves was 
thrown forwards towards the coach-box, 
which, mounting with admirable dexterity, 
he seized the reins before the horses could 
recover of their fright At that instant the 
coachman came running up, and loosed them 
from the traces with the utmost dispatch 
Mr Greaves had now time to give his atten- 
tion to the ladies, who were well nigh dis- 
tracted with fear He no sooner opened 
the chanot-door, than Aurelia, with a wild- 
ness of look, sprung into his arms, and, 
clasping him round the neck, feinted away 
I leave you to guess, gemmen, what were 
his feelings at this instant , The mother 
was not BO discomposed, but that she could 
contribute to the recovety of her daughter, 
whom the young squire #tiU supported in his 
embrace. At lenm she retrieved the use 
of her senses, and, perceiving the situation 
h which she was, the blood revisited her 
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.ikge with a redoubled glow, iJrhile she do- 
sired him to set her down upon the turfi 
“ Mrs Darnel, fer from being shy or re- 
served m her compliments of acknowledge- 
ments, kissed My launcelot without cere- 
many, the tears of graHtude Tunning down 
iier cheeks she called him her dear son, her 
generous deliverer, who, at the hazard of his 
own hfe, had saved her and her child from 
the most dismal fate that could he imagined. 

** Mr Greaves was so much transported on 
*this occasion, that he could not help dis- 
cloBing a passion which he had hitherto in- 
dustriously concealed ‘ What I have done,’ 
said he, ‘was but a common office of hu- 
manity, which 1 would have performed for 
any of my fellow-creatures ; but, for the pre- 
bcrvation of Miss Aurelia Darnell, 1 would 
at any time s&crifrce my life with pleasure.*^ 
The young lady did not hear thib declaration 
unmovod, her face was again fruslicd, and 
her eyes sparkled with pleasure nor was 
the youth’s confession disagreeable to the 
good lady her mother, w^ho, at one glance, 
perceived all the advantages of such an union 
between the two families 

** Mr Greaves proposed to send the coach- 
man to his father's stable for a pair of sober 
liorses, that could be depended upon, to 
draw the ladies home to their own habita- 
tion , but they declined the offer, and chose 
to walk, as the distance was not great He 
then insisted upon his being their conductor , 
and, each taking linn under the arm, sup- 
ported them to their own gate^ where such 
an apparition filled all tlio domestics with 
astonishment Mrs Darnel, taking him by 
the hand, led him into the house, where she 
welcomed him with another affectionate em- 
brace, and indulged him wMtli an ambrosial 
kiss of Aurelia, saying, — ‘ But for you, we 
had both been by this tune in eternity Sure 
ii was Heaven that sent you as an angel to 
our assistance ’’ She kindly inquired if he 
had hunself sustained any damage in admin- 
istering that desperate remedy to which 
They owed their lives She entertained him 
witJi a small collation and/ m tlie course 
of the conversation, lamented the animosity 
winch had so long divided two neighbouring 
families of such influence apd character lit 
was not slow m signifying his approbation 
of her remarks, and expressing the most 
eager d$sire of seeing all those unhappy 
differences removed in U word, they parted 
with mutual satisfaction 
“Just os he advanced from the outward 
gate, on bis return to Orave*bury-haIl, he 
was met by Anthony Darnel on horseback, 
who, nding up to him with marks of surprise 
und resentment, saluted him with— Your 
servant, sir* have you any commands fbr 
me V The other replying, with an ajr of in- 
difference,— * none at all, Mr Darnel asked 
what had procured him the honour of a visit 
The young gentleman perceiving by the man- 


ner m which he spoke that the old quarrel 
was not yet extinguished, answered, with 
equal disdain, that the visit was not intended 
for him , and that, if he wanted to know the 
cause of it, he might inform h^self by his 
own servants ‘ So 1 shall,’ cried the uncle 
of Aurelia, * and perhaps let you know my 
sentiments of the matter ’ ‘ Hereafter, as 
It may be,’ stud the youth, who, tinminj^ out 
of the avenue, walked home, and made bis 
father acquainted with the particulars of this 
adventure 

“ The old gentleman cliid him for his rash- 
ness, but seemed pleased witli the success 
of his attempt, and still more so, when he 
undeAtood his sentiments of Aqrelia, and 
the deportment of the ladies 

“Next day the son sent o\er a servant 
with a compliment to inquire about tbcir 
health, and the messenger, being seen by 
Mr Darnel, was told that the ladies were in- 
disposed, and did not choose to be troubled 
witJi messages The mother was really 
seized with a fever, produced by the agita- 
tion of her spirits, which every day became 
more and more violent, until the physicians 
despaired of her life Behoving that her end 
approached, she sent a trusty ser\fant to 
Mr Greaves, desiring that she might ^ee him 
without delay , and he immediately isct out 
with the messenger, who introduced him in 
the dark 

“ He found the old lady in bed almost ex- 
hausted, and the fair Aurelia sitting by her, 
overwhelmed with gnef , her lovely hair m 
the utmost disorder, and her t-harming eyes 
mfiamed with weeping The good lady 
beckoning Mr Liuncelol to approach, and 
directing all the altendantb to quit the room, 
except a favourite maid, from whom I learned 
the story, she took him by the hand, and, 
fixing her eyes upon him witn all tJie fond- 
ness of d mother, slied some tears in silence, 
while the same marks of sorrow tnckled 
down his chcekt' After this affecting pause, 
— ‘ My dear son,’ said she, ‘ Oh ’ that I could 
have lived to see you so indeed ’ you find 
me hastening to the goal of life ’ Here the 
tender-hearted Aurelia, being unable to con- 
tain herself longer, broke out into a violent 
passion of grief, and wept aloud The mo- 
Uier, waiting patiently till she bad thus given 
vent to her anguish, calmly entreated her to 
resign, herself submissively to the will of 
Heaven then turning to Mr launcefet, — 
* I had indul^,’ said she, * a fond hope of 
seeing you allied to my family This is no 
time fei mo to insist upon tne ceremonies 
and forme of a vain world Auroha looks 
upon you with the eyes of lender prepos- 
session * No sooner had she pronounced 
these wordb, than he threw hunself on Ins 
kneels before the young lady, and, prctsing 
her band to his lips, breathed the softest ex- 
pressions which tne most deliciite love could 
I suggest. ' *1 know,’ resumed the mother, 



228 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS 


*tbat your passion is mutually aimierbj aiid i 
1 shoiud die satisfied^ if 1 thought yoor union 
woMd not be opposed but tbat violent maHt 
my brother-iu-laWf who is ^urelm’s sole 
guardian, will thwart her wishes with every 
obstacle that brutal resentment and implaca^ 
ble malice can contnve Mr Greaves, I have 
long admired ypur virtues, and am confident 
that 1 can depend upon your honour You 
shall give roe yoqr wond, tl^at, when I am 
gone, you will take no steps in this afiair 
without the concurrence of your father , and 
endeavour, by all fair and honourable means, 
to vanquish the prejudices, and obtain the 
consent, of her uncle, the rest we must 
leave to the dispensation of Providence ’ 

“ The squire promised, m the most solemn 
and fervent manner, to obey all her injunc- 
tions, os the last dictates of a parent whom 
he should never cease to honour Then she 
favoured them both with a great deal of salu- 
tary advice, touching their conduct before 
and after marriage , and presented him with 
a ring, as a memohal of her affection , at the 
same time he pulled another off his finger, 
and made a tender of it as a pledge of his 
love to Aurelia, whom her mother permitted 
to receive this token Finally, he took a last 
farewell of the good matron, and returned to 
his father With the particulars of this in- 
terview 

** In two days Mrs Darnel departed this 
life, and Aurelra was removed to the house 
of a relation, where her grief had like to have 
proved fatal to her constitution 

** In the mean time, the mother was no 
sooner committed to the earth, than Mr 
Greavc'^, mindful of her exhortations, began 
to take measures for a reconciliation with 
the guardian ITe engaged several gentle- 
men to interpose their good offices, but they 
always met with the most mortifying repulse , 
and at last Anthony Darnel declared, that 
his hatred to the house of Greaves was here- 
ditary, tidbitiial, and unconquerable He 
swore he would spend his heart’s blood to 
perpetuate the quarrel , and that, sooner than 
ins niece should match with young Launce- 
lot, he would sAcnfice her with lus own hand 

“ TJic young gentleman, finding his preju- 
dices so rancorous and invincible, 1^ off 
jnaKmg any further advances , and, since he 
found It impossible to obtain his consent, re- 
solved to ciiltnate the good graces of Aurelm, 
and wed her in despite of her implacable 
^ilardian He found means to establish a 
literary correspondence with her as soon as 
her grief was a little abated, and even to 
efibet an interview after her return to hb’ 
own house , but he soon had reason to repen 
of indulgence The uncle entertained 
spies upon the young lady, who gave him an 
account of this meeting in consequence of 
wHhieh she was suddenly burned to some dis- 
tant part of the country, which we never coul 
d:eco\ cr 


** It was then we thought Mr Launcelot a 
ittle disordered in fais bram, his grief was so 
wild, and his passion so impetuous^ He re- 
fused all sustenance, neglected his person, 
renounced his amusements, rode out in the 
ram sometimes bate-head^, strolled about 
the fields all Bight, and became so peevish, 
none of the domestics durst speak to 
him without the hazard of broken bones 
Having played these pranks fiir about Ihiee 
w 0 ekBt to tho unspeakable cha^n of his 
fiatBer, and the astouishmetit of ail that knew 
him, he suddenly grew calm, and his good 
lumour returned But this, as your seal 
anng people say, was a deceitful calm, that 
soon ushered in a dreadfiil storm 

He had long sought an opportunity to 
tamper with some of Mr Darnel’s servants, 
who could inform him of the place where 
Aurelia was confined, but there w^as not one 
about the family who could give him that 
satisfaction , for tlie persons who accompa- 
nied her remained as a watch upon her mo- 
tions, and none of the other domestics were 
prn y to the transaction AH attempts prov- 
ing fruitless, he could no longer restrain Ins 
impatience, but throwing himself in tlie way 
of the uncle, upbraided him m such harsh 
terms, that a formal challenge ensued They 
agreed to decide theup difference without 
witnesses , and one morning, before sun-risc, 
met on that very common where Mr Greaves 
had saved the life of Aprel a The first 
pistol was fired on each side without any 
effect, but Mr Darnel’s second wounded the 
young squire in the flank , nevertheless, 
having a pistol in reserve, he desired his an- 
tagonist to ask his life The othci, instead 
of submitting, drew his sw^ord , and Mr 
Greaves, firing his piece into the air, followed 
his example The contest then became very 
hot, though of short continuance Darnel 
being disarmed at the first onset, our young 
squire gave him back the sword, which he 
was base enough to use a second time against 
his conqueror Such an instance of repeated 
ingratitude and brutal ferocity divested Mr 
Greaves of his temper and forbearance He 
attacked Mr Anthony with great fury, and at 
the first lunge ran him up to the hilt, at the 
same time seizing with his left hand tlie shell 
of his enemy’s sword, which he bioke in die- 
dam Mr "Darnel having fallen, the other 
immediately mounted his horse, which ho 
had tied to a tree before the engagement, 
and nding full speed to Ashenton, sent a 
surgeon to Anthony’s assistance He after- 
wards ingenuously confessed all these particu- 
lars to his father, who was overwhelmed with 
consternation, for the wounds of Darnel were 
judged mortal , and as no person had seen 
the particulars of the duel, Mr Launcelot 
might have been convicted of murder 
“ On these considerations, before a warrant 
could be served upon him, ilie old kmght, by 
dint of the most eager entreaties, accom- 
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*pRmed witli maiks ot horror and despair, 
prevailed upon hia son to withdraw himself 
from the kingdom, until such time as the 
storm should be overblown Had his heart 
been unengaged, he would have chose to 
travel , but at this period, when his whole 
soul was engrossed, and so violently agitated 
by his passion for Aurelia, nothing but the 
fear of seeing the old gentleman run dis- 
tracted, would have induced lum to desist 
• from the pursuit of that young lady, faf less 
quit the kingdom where she resided 

Well, then, gemmen, he repaired to Har- 
Vich, w here he embarked for Holland, fiom 
whence he proceeded to Brussels, where he 
procured a passport from the French king, 
by virtue of which he travelled to Marseilles, 
and there took a tartan for Genoa The 
first letter Sir Everhard received from him 
was dated at Florence Meanwhile the sur- 

f eon’fe prognostic was not altogether verified. 

fr Darnel did not die immediately of his 
wounds , but he lingered a long time, as it 
were in the arms ot death, and eien partly , 
recovered jet, in all probability, he will , 
never be whollj n stored to the enjoyment 
of his health , and is obliged every summer 
to attend the hot-well at Bristol As hia 
wounds began to heal, his hatred to Mr 
Grcdves seemed to revive with augmented vi- 
olence , and he is now, if possible, more than 
ever determined against all reconciliation 
“ Mr Launeelot, after having endeavoured 
to amuse his imagination with a succession 
of curious objects, in a tour of Italy, took up 
his residence at a town railed Pisa, and there 
fell into a deep melancholv, from which 
nothing could rouse him but the news of his 
father’s death 

“ The old geutlcrndn (God rest his soul) 
never held up his hcdd after the departure 
of Ins darling Launeelot , and the dangerous 
condition ot Darnel kept up his apprehen- 
sion tins was reinlorced by the obstinate 
silence of the youth, and certain accounts of 
hi 3 disordered mind, which he had received 
from some of those persons who take pleasure 
in communicating disagreeable tidings A 
complication of all these grievances, co-ope- 
rating with a severe fit of the gout and gravel, 
produced a fever, which, in a few days, 
brought Sir Everhard to his long home, after 
he had settled his affairs with heaven and 
earth, and made his peace with God and man 
ril assure you, gemmen, he made a most 
edifying and Christian end he died regretted 
by all his neighbours except Anthony, and 
miglit be said to bo embalmed by the tears 
ot the poor, to whom he was always a boun- 
teous benefactor 

“ When the son, now Sir Launeelot, came 
home, he appeared so meagre, wan, and 
hollow-eyed, that the servants hardly knew 
their young master His first care was to 
take possession of his fortune, and settle ac- 
counts with the steward who had succeeded 
65 


my father These afiairs being discussed, 
he spared no pains to get intelhgence con- 
cerning Miss Darnel , and soon learned more 
of that young lady than he desired to know , 
for it was become the common talk of die 
country, that a match was agreed upon be- 
tween her and young Squire Sycamore, a 
gentleman of a veiy great fortune These 
tidings were probably confirmed under her 
own hand, in a letter which she wrote to Sir 
Launeelot The contents were never exactly 
known but to the parties themselves , never- 
theless, the effects were too visible, for, from 
that blessed moment, he spoke not one word 
to any 'living creature, for the space ot three 
days , but was seen sometimes to shed a flood 
of tears, and sometimes to burst out into a 
fit of laughing At last he broke silence, 
and seemed to wake from his disorder He 
became more fond than ever of the exercise 
of riding, and began to amuse himself again 
with acts of benevolence 
** One instance of his generosity and jus- 
tice deserv'es to be recoraed in brass or mar- 
ble you must know, gemmen, the rector of 
the parish was lately dead, and Sir Everhard 
had promised the presentation to another 
clergyman In the mean tune, Sir Laimccloi 
< hancing one Sunday to ride through a lane, 
perceived a horse saddled and bridled, feed- 
ing on the side of a fence , and, casting his 
eyes around, beheld on the other side of the 
hedge an object lying extended on the ground, 
which he took to be the body of a muidered 
traveller He forthwith alighted, and leap- 
ing into the field, descried a man at full 
length, wrapped in n great coat, and writhing 
in agony Approaching nearer, he found it 
was a clergyman, in his gown and cassoc 
When he iiuiuired into the case, and offered 
his assistance, the stranger rose up, thanked 
him for his courtesy and declared that he 
was now very wtll The knight, who 
thought there was something mysterious m 
this incident, expressed a desire to know the 
cause of liis rolling in the grass in that man- 
ner , and the clergyman, who knew his per- 
son, made no scruple in gratifying Ins curi- 
osity ‘ You must know, sir,’ said he, ‘ 1 
serve the curacy of your own parish, for 
whichithe la^e incumbent paid me twenty 
pounds a-ycar, but this sum being scarce 
sufficient to maintain my wife and children, 
who are five in number, 1 agreed to read 
prayers in the afternoon at another church, 
about four miles from hence , and for this 
additional duty I receive ten pounds more 
as I keep a horse, it was formerly an agree- 
able exercise rather than a toil , but of late 
years I liave been afliicted with a rupture, 
for which I consulted the most eminent ope- 
rators in the kingdom , hut I have no cause 
to rey>ice in the effects of their advice, 
thou^ one of them assured me 1 was cora- 
pletmy cuted Tlie malady is now more 
troublesome than ever, and often comes upon 
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me soi^iolently while 1 am on horseback, that 
I am forced to alight, and lie down upon the 

R td, until the cause of the disorder con 
e time he reduced ’ 

^<Sir Launcelot not only condoled with 
him upon his misfortune, but desired him to 
throw up the second cure^ and he would pay 
him ten pounds a-year out of his own pocket 
‘ Your generosity confounds me, good sir,’ 
replied the clergyman ; ‘ and yet I ought not 
to be surprised at any instance of benevo- 
lence m Sir Launcelot Greaves , but I will 
check the fiillness of my heart I shall only 
observe, that your go^ intention towards 
me can hardly take effect The gentleman 
who is to succeed the late incumbent, has 
given me notice to quit the premises, as he 
hath provided a friend of his own for the 
curacy* ‘What'* cried the knight, ‘does 
he mean to take your bread irom you, with, 
out assigning any otlier reason'** ‘Surely, 
sir,’ replied the ecclesiastic, ‘T know of 
no other reason I hope my morals are irre. 
proachable, and that 1 have done my duty 
with a conscientious regard , 1 may venture 
an appeal to the parishioners, among whom 
J have lived these seventeen years After 
all. It IS natural for eveiy man to favour his 
own friends in preference to strangers As 
for me, 1 propose to try my fortune m the 
great city, and I doubt not but Providence 
will provide for me and my little ones * 

* To this declaration Sir Launcelot made 
no reply , but riding home, set on foot a strict 
inquiry into the character of this man, whose 
name was Jenkins He found that he was 
e, reputed scholar, equally remarkable ftir his 
modesty and good life , that he visited the 
sick, assisted the needy, compromised dis- 
pules among his neiglibours, and spent his 
lime in such a manner as would have done 
honour to any Christian divine Thus in- 
formed, the knight sent for the gentleman to 
whom the living had been promised, and ac- 
costed him to this effect — ‘Mr Tootle, I 
have a favour to ask of you The person 
who serves the cure of this pansh, is a man 
of good character, beloved by the people, and 
has a laige faimlv I shall be obliged to you 
if vou will contiilue him in your curacy* 
The other told him he was sorry hfe could 
not comply with his request, being that he 
had already promised the curacy to a friend 
of Ill's own * No matter,* replied Sir Laun- 
celot, since I have not interest with you, 
1 will endeavour to provide for Mr Jenkins in 
some other way * 

“That same afternoon he walked ov6r to 
the curate’s house, and told him that he had 
epoken in his behalf to Dr Tootle, but the 
curacy was pre-engaged The good man 
having made a thousand acknowledgements 
fbr the trouble his honour had taken, ‘I 
hhye^llot interest sufficient to make you cu- 
rate,^ said the knight, ‘ but I can give you 
the^ living Itself, and that you sh^ have.* 


So saying, he retired, leaving Mr JenkmU 
incapable of uttering one syllable, so power- 
fully was he struck with this unexpected turn 
of fortune The presentation was immedi- 
ately made out, and in a few days Mr Jen- 
kins was put in possession of his benefice, 
to the inexpressible joy of the congregation 

“Hitherto every thing went nght, and 
every unpre]udiced person commended the 
knight’s conduct, but in a httle time his 
geimrosity seemed to overleap the hounds of 
discretion, and even in some cases might be 
thought tending to a bteach of the king’s 
peace For example, he compelled, vi et 
armtSf a rich farmer’s son to marry the 
daughter of a cottager, whom the young 
fellow had debauched. Indeed it seems there 
was a promise of mamage in the case, 
though it could not be legally ascertained. 
The wench took on dismally, and her pa- 
rents had recourse to Sir Launcelot, who, 
sending for the delinquent, expostulated w itli 
him severely on the iiqury he had done the 
young woman, and exhorted him to save her 
life and reputation by performing lus promise, 
in which case he (Sir Launcelot) would give 
her tliree hundred pounds to her portion 
Whether the farmer thought there was some- 
thing interested m this uncommon offer, or 
was a little elevated by the consciousness of 
his father’s wealth, he rejected tlie proposal 
with rustic disdain, and said, if so be as how 
the wendi would swear the child to lain, he 
would settle it with the parish , but declared, 
that no squire m the land should oblige him 
to buckle with such a cracked pitcher This 
resolution, however, he could not maintain , 
for in less than two hours the rector of llic 
pansh had directions to publish the bjinns, 
and the ceremony was performed in due 
course 

“ Now, though we know not precisely the 
nature of the arguments that were used with 
the fanner, we may conclude they were ol 
the minatory species, for the young fellow 
could not, for some time, look any person in 
the face 

“The knight acted as the general redresser 
of grievances If a woman complained to 
him of being ill-treated by her husband, lie 
first inquired into the foundation of the com- 
plaint, and if he found it just, catechised the 
defendant If the warning had no effect, 
and tlic man proceeded to fresh acts of vio- 
lence, then his judge took the execution of 
the law in his own hand, and hori»-whipped 
the party Thus he involved nimself m 
several law-suits, that drained him of pretty 
large sums of money. He seemed particu- 
larly incensed at the least appearance of 
oppression, and supported divers poor tenants 
against the extortion of their landlords 
Nay, he has been known to travel two hun- 
dred miles as a volunteer, to offer his assist- 
ance in the cause of a person who, he heard, 
was by chicanery and oppression wronged of 
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tsonsidorable estate He accordingly took 
her under his protection, relieved her dis- 
tresses, and was at a \ast expense in bring- 
ing the suit to a determination ; wiuch being 
unfavourable to his client, he resolved to 
bruig an appeal into the house of lords, and 
certainly would have executed his purpose, 
if the gentlewoman had not died m the in- 
terim ” 

At this period Ferret interrupted tlie nar- 
• rator, by observing, that the said Graves 
was a common nuisance, and ought to be 
prosecuted on the statute of barretry 

“ No, sir,” resumed Mr Clarke, “ he can- 
not be con\icted of barretry, unless he is al- 
ways at variance with some person or other, 
a mover of suits and quarrels, who disturbs 
the peace under colour of law Therefore 
he is in the indictment styled, communts 
malefactor^ calummator^ et seminator htu 
uni ” 

“Pr’ythce truce with thy definitions,” 
cried Ferret, ‘‘ and make an end of thy long- 
winded story Thou hast no title to be so 
tedious, until thou comest to have a coif m 
the court of common pleas ” 

Tom smiled contemptuous, and had just 
opened his mouth to proceed, when the com- 
pany were disturbed by a hideous repetition 
of groans, that seemed to issue from the 
chamber in which the body of the squire was 
deposited The landlady snatched the can- 
dle, and ran into the room, followed by the 
doctor and the rest , and this accident naVi- 
rally suspended the narration In like man- 
ner, we shall conclude the «pter, that the 
reader may have time to breathe, and digest 
w hat he has already heard 


CHAPTER V 

In which this recapitulation draws to a 
close 

When the landlady entered the room from 
whence the groaning proceeded, she found 
the squire lying on his back, under the domi- 
nion of the night-rnare, which rode him so 
hard, that he not only groaned and snorted, 
but the sweat ran down ms face in streams 
The perturbation of his brain, occasioned by 
this pressure, and the fright he had lately 
undergone, gave rise to a very ternble dream, 
in which be fancied himself apprehended for 
a robbery The horror of the gallows was 
strong upon him, when he was suddenly 
awaked by a violent shock from the doctor , 
and the company broke in upon his view, 
still perverted by fear, and bedimmed by 
slumber His dream was now realized by a 
full persuasion that he was surrounded by 
the constable and his gang The first ob- 
ject that presented itself to his disordered 
view was the figure of Ferret, who might 
very well have passed for the finislier of the 
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law , against him, therefore, the first effort 
of his despair was directed* He started 
upon the fioor, and seizing a certain utensil, 
that shall be nameless, launched it at the 
misanthrope with such violence, that, had ho 
not cautiously slipped his head aside, it is 
supposed that actual fire would have been 
produced firom the collision of two such hard 
and solid substances All future mischief 
was prevented by the strength and agility 
of Captain Crowe, who, springing upon the 
assailant, pinioned his arms to his sides, 
crying, — “ O damn ye, if you arc for running 
a-nead, PlI soon bring you to your bearings ” 
The squire, thus restrained, soon recollect- 
ed himself, and gazing upon every individual 
m the apartment , — ** Wounds said he, 
“ Fvo had an ugly dream I thought, for all 
the world, they were carrying me to New- 
gate, and that there was Jack Ketch coom 
to vetch me before my taim ” 

Ferret, who was the person he had thus 
distinguished, eyeing him with a look of the 
most empliatic malevolence, told him, iti\as 
very natural for a knave to dream of New- 
gate , and that he hoped to see the day 
when this dream would be found a true pro- 
phecy, and the commonwealth purged of all 
such rogues and vagabonds but it could not 
be expected that the vulgar would be honest 
and conscientious, while the great wore dis- 
tinguished by profligacy and corruption The 
squire was disposed to make a practical re- 
ply to this insinuation, when Mr Ferret pru- 
dently withdrew hiinbelf from the scene of 
altercation The good woman of the house 
persuaded his antagonist to take out his nap, 
assuring him, that the eggs and bacon, with 
a mug of excellent ale, should be forthcom- 
ing, in due season The afifair being thus 
fortunately adjusted, the guests returned to 
the kitchen and Mr Clarke resumed his story 
to this efiect 

You’ll please to take notice, gemmen, 
that, besides the instances 1 have alleged of 
Sir Launcelot’s extravagant benevolence, I 
could recount a great many others of the 
same nature, and particularly tlie laudable 
vengeance he took of a country lawyer I’m 
sorry that any such miscreant should belong 
to th» profession He was clerk of the as- 
size, gemmen, m a certain town, not a great 
way distant , and b^iving a blank paidon left 
by tlie judges for some criminals whose cases 
were attended with favourable circumstances, 
he would not insert the name of one who 
could not procure a guinea tor the fee , and 
the poor fellow, who had only stole an hour- 
glass out of a shoemaker’s window, was ac- 
tually executed, after a long respite, during 
whicm he bad been permitted to go abroad, 
and earn his subsistence by his daily labour 
** Sir Launcelot, being informed of this 
liiarbarous act of avance, and having some 
ground that bordered on the lawyer’s estate, 
not only rendered limi contemptible and in- 
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MIAOUS, by exposing him as often as they met 
on the gfi^d jury, but also, being vested 
with the property of the great tithes, proved 
such a troublesome neiglmour, sometimes by 
making waste among his hay and corn, 
sometimes by instituting suits agamat him 
for petty trespasses, that he was fairly 
obliged to quit his habitation, and remove 
into another part ofthe kingdom 

“ All these avocations could not divert Sir 
Launcelot from the execution of a wild 
scheme, which has earned his extravagance 
to such a pitch, that I am afraid, if a statute 
— ^you unaeratand me, gemmen-^were sued, 
the jury would — don’t choose to explain 
myself further on this circumstance Be 
that as it may, the servants at Greavesbury- 
hall were not a little confounded, when their 
master took down from the family armoury 
a complete suit of armour, which had 
longed to his great-grandfather, Sir Marma- 
duke Greaves, a great warrior, who lost his 
life m the service of his king This armour 
being scoured, repaired, and altered, so as to 
ht Sir Launcelot, a certain knight, whom I 
don’t choose to name, because I believe he 
cannot be proved compos mentis, c.m\c down, 
seemingly on a visit, with two attendants , 
and, on the eve of the festival of St George, 
the armour being carried into the chapel, Sir 
Launcelot (Lord have mercy upon us ’) re- 
mained all night in that dismal place alone, 
and without light, though it was confidently 
reported all over the country, that the place 
was haunted by the spirit of his great-great- 
uncle, who, being lunatic had cut his throat 
from ear to ear, and was found dead on the 
communion table ” 

It was observed, that, while Mr Clarke re- 
hearsed this circumstance, his eyes began to 
stare, and his teeth to chatter ; while Dolly, 
whose looks were fixed invariably on this 
narrator, growing pale, and hitching her 
joint-stool nearer the chimney, exclaimed, in 
a frightened tone, — Moother, moother, in 
the name of God, look to *un ’ how a quakes ’ 
As I’m a precious saoul, a looks as if a saw 
something ” Tom foiced a smile, and thus 
proceeded — 

“ While Sir Launcelot tamed within the 
chapel, with the doors all locked, tho'Jither 
knigiit stalked round and round it on the out- 
side, With hiB sword drawn, to the terror of 
divers persons who were present at the cere- 
mony As soon as day broke, he opened one 
of the doors, and, going m to Sir Launcelot, 
read a book for some time, which we did sup- 
pose to bo the constitutions of knight-eirant- 
ry t then we heard a loud slap, which echoed 
through the whole chapel, and the stranger 
pronounced, with an audible and solemn 
the name of God. St Michael, 
and St George, I dub thee knight^be faith- 
ful, bold, and fortunate ” You cannot ima- 
gine, gemraen, what an effect this strange 
ceremony had upon the people who were 


assembled They gazed at one another m 
silent horror, and when Sir Launcelot came 
forth completely armed, took to their heels 
in a body, and ned with the utmost precipi- 
tation I myself was overturned m the 
crowd , and this was the case with that very 
individual person who now serves him as a 
squire He was so frightened, that he could 
not nse, but lay roaring in such a manner, 
that^the knight came op, and gave him a 
thwack with Ins lance across the shoulders, 
which roused him with a vengeance For my 
own part, I freely own I was not unmoved 
at seeing such a figure come stalking out of 
a church in the grey of tlie morning , for it 
recalled to my remembrance the idea of the 

f host in Hamlet, which 1 had seen acted in 
►rury-lane, when I made my first trip to 
London, and I had not yet got nd of the im- 
prepsion 

“Sir Launcelot, attended by the othei 
knight, proceeded to the stable, from whence, 
with his own hands, he drew forth o'le of his 
best horses, a fine mettlesome sorrel, who had 
got blood in him, ornamented w ith rich trap- 
pings In a trice, the two knights, and the 
other two sti angers, who now appeared to 
be trumpeters, were mounted Sir Launce- 
lot’s armour was lacquered black , and on liifc. 
shield was represented the moon m her first 
quarter, with the motto Impleat orbem 
The trumpets having sounded a charge, the 
stranger pronounced with a loud voice, — 

‘ God preserve this gallant kmght in all Ins 
honourable achievements , and may he long 
continue to press the sides of hib now adopted 
steed, which I denominate Bronzomarte, 
hoping that he will rival in swiftness and 
spint, Bayardo, Brigliadoro, or any other 
steed of past or present chivalry ’’ After 
another flourish of the trumpets, all four 
clapped spurs to their horses, Sir Launcelot 
couching ins lance, and galloped to and fro, 
as if they had been mad, to the terror and 
astonishment of all the spectators 
“ What should have induced our kniglit to 
choose this here man for Ins squire, is not 
Ods) to determine , for, of all the servants 
about the house, he was the least likely 
either to please Ins master, or engage in such 
an undertaking Ills name is Timothy Crab- 
shaw, and he acted in the capacity of whipper- 
in to Sir Eveihard He afterwards married 
the daughter of a poor cottager, by whom he 
has several children, and was employed about 
the house as a ploughman and carter To 
be sure, the fellow has a dry sort of humour 
about him , but he was universally hated 
among the servants for his abusive tongue 
and perverse disposition, which often brought 
him into trouble , for, although the fellow is 
as strong as an elephant, he lias no more cour- 
age naturally than a chicken— I say naturally, 
because, since his being a member of knight- 
errantry, he has done some things that appear 
altogether incredible and preternatural 
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* “ Timothy kept such a bawlmg, aitear he 
had received the blow from Sir Xauncdot, 
that e\ery body on the field thought eome of 
his bones were broken , and his wife, with 
five bantlings came snivelling to the knight, 
who ordered her to send the husband directly 
to his house Tun accordingly went thither, 
groaning piteously all the way, creeping 
mong with his body bent like a Greenland 
canoe As soon as he entered the court, the 
outward door was shut , and Sir Laudhelot, 
coming down stairs with a horsewhip in his 
hand, asked what was the matter with him 
that he complained so dismally To this 
question he replied,-*- That it was as com- 
mon as duck-weed in his country, for a man 
to complain when his bones were broken * 

‘ What should have broken your bones said 
the knight ‘ I cannot guess,’ answered the 
other, * unless it was that delicate switch 
that your honour in your mad pranks handled 
so dexterously upon iiiy carcass ’ Sir Lauii- 
cclot then told him there was nothing so 
good for a bruise as a sweat, and he had the ' 
remedy m his hand Timothy, eyeing the 
horsei^hip askance, observed that there was 
another still triore speedy, to wit, a moderate 
pill of lead, with a sufficient dose of gun- 
powder *No, rascal,* cried the knight, 

* that must be reserved for your betters ’ 
So saying, he employed the instniment so 
edertually, that Crabshaw soon forgot hi<i 
fractured ribs, and capered about with great 
agiliU 

Jt* When he had been disciplined m this 
manner to some purpube, the knight told him 
lie might retire, but ordered him to return 
next morning, v\ h^^n he should have a repe- 
tition of the iTuduino, provided he did not 
ffiid himself capable of walking in an erect 
posture 

“The gate was no sooner throivn open, 
than Timothy ran home with all the speed 
of a greyhound, and corrected his wife, by 
whose advice he had pretended to be so 
grievously damaged in his person 

“Nobody dreamed that he would next day 
present himself at Grcavesbury-hall , never- 
theless, he was there very early in the morn- 
ing, and even closeted a whole hour with 
Sir Launcelot He came out making w^ry 
faces, and several tunes slapped himself on 
the forehead, crying, — ‘ Bodikins ’ thof hebe 
crazy, 1 an’t, that t an’t '* When he was 
asked what was the matter^ he said, he 
believed the devil had got m him, and he 
should never be his own man again 

“ That same day the knight earned him to 
Ashenton, where he bespoke those accoutre- 
ments which he now wears , and while these 
were making, it was thought the poor fellow^ 
would have run distracted He did nothing 
but growl, and curse, and swear to himselfj 
run backwards and forwards between his own 
hut and Greavesbury-hall, and quarrel with 
the horses m the btable At length his wife 
4 V* 65* 
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and ffimily were removed into a snug farm- 
house that happened to be empty, and care 
taken that they should be qomiortably main- 
tained 

** These precautions beingtaJken, the knight, 
Qiie morning at day-break, mounted Bronzo- 
marte, and Crabshaw, as his squire, ascended 
the back of a clum^^y cart-horse, called Gil- 
bert, This ogam was looked upon as an 
instance of insanity m the said Crahshaw , 
for, of all horses in the stable, Gilbert was 
the most stubborn and vicious, and had often 
like to have done mischief to Timothy while 
he drove the cart and plough When he 
was out of humour, he would kick and plunge, 
OB if the devil was in him He once thrust 
Crabshaw into the middle of a quickset-hedge, 
where he was terribly tom another time he 
canted him over his head into a quagmire, 
where he stuck witli his heels up, ana must 
have perished, if people had not been passing 
that way a third time be seized him in the 
stable with his teetli by the rim of the belly, 
and sw ung him off the ground, to the great 
danger of his life and I’ll be han^d, if it 
was not owing to Gilbert, that Crabshaw 
was now thrown into the river 

“ Thus mounted and accoutred, the knight 
and his squire set out on their first excursion 
They turned off from the common highway, 
and travelled all that day without meeting 
any thing worthy recounting, but, in the 
morning of the second day, they were fa- 
voured with an adventure The hunt was 
upon a common through w^hich they travelled, 
and the hounds were in full cry after a fox, 
when Crabshaw, prompted by his own mis- 
chievous disposition, and neglertinj^ the order 
of his master, who called aloud to nim to de- 
sist, rode up to the hounds, and crossed them 
at full gallop The huntsman, who was not 
far off, running towards the squire, bestow ed 
upon his head such a memento with his pole, 
as made the lan(lscap€» dance before his eyes , 
and ill a twinkling he was surrounded by all 
the foxhunters, who plied their whips about 
his ears with infinite agihty Sir Launcelot 
advancing at an easy pace, instead of assist- 
ing the disai-lrous squire, exhorted his adver- 
saries to punish him severely for his insolence, 
and^they were nut slow m obeying this m- 
]unction Crabshaw finding himself in this 
disagreeable situation, and that there was no 
succour to be expected from his master, on 
whose prowess he bad depended, grew des- 
perate, and, clubbing his whip, laid about 
him with great fury, wheeling about Gilbert, 
who w^as not idle , for he, having received 
some of the favours intended for his rider, 
both bit with his teeth, and kicked with Ins 
heels , and at lost made hia way through the 
Ting that encircled him, though not before he 
had broken the huntsman’s leg, lamed one of 
the best horses on the field, and killed half a 
score of the hounds 

** Crabshaw, seeing himself clear of the 
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fray, did not tarry to take leave of his miiater, 
but made the most of his way to Greaveabury- 
hail, where he appeared hardly with any ves^ 
tige of the human countenance, so much had 
he been defaced m this adventure He did 
not fail to raise a ffreat clamour against Sir 
Launcelot, whom he cursed as a coward m 
plain terms, swearing he would never serve 
him another day * but whether he altered his 
mmd on cooler reflection, or was lectured by 
his wife, who well understood her own in- 
terest, he rose with the cock, and went 
again m quest of Sir Launcelot, whom he 
found on the eve of a very hazardous enter- 
pnse 

In the midst of a lane, the knight hap- 
pened to meet with a party of about forty 
recruits, commanded by a serjeant, a corpo- 
ral, and a drummer, which last had his drum 
slung at his back , but seeing such a strange 
figure mounted on a high-spirited horse, he 
was seized with an inclination to divert his 
company With this view, he braced hia 
drum, and hanging it in its proper position, 
began to beat a point of war, advancing 
under the very nose of Bronzomarte , while 

the corporal exclaimed, — ‘ D my eyes, 

who have we got here ’ — ^Old King Stephen, 
from the horse armoury in the tower, or the 
fellow that rides armed at my lord mayor’s 
show The knight’s steed seemed at least 
as well pleased with the sound of the drum, 
as were the recruits that followed it , and 
signified his satisfaction in some curvctings 
and caprioles, which did not at all discom- 
pose the rider, who, addressing himself to 
the serjeant, — ‘ Friend,’ said he, * you ought 
to teach your drummer better manners I 
would chastise the fellow on the spot for 
his insolence, were it not out of the respect 
I bear to his majesty’s service * * Respect 
mine a—— ’’ cried this ferocious commander, 
* what, d’ye think to frighten us with your 
pewter piss-pot on your skull, and your lac- 
quered pot-lid on your arm got out of the 

way, and be d d, or I’ll raise with my 

halbert such a clatter upon your target, that 
you^l remember it the longest day you have 
to hve ’ At that instant Orabshaw arnving 
upon Gilbert, — * So, rascal,’ said Sir Laun- 
celot, ‘you are returned Go and be^ in 
that scoundrel’s drum-head ’ 

^‘The squire, who saw no weapons of 
ofiTence about the drummer but a sword, 
which he hoped the owner durst not draw, 
and being resolved to exert himself in making 
atonement for his desertion, advanced to exe- 
cute his master’s orders , but Gilbert, who 
liked not the noise, refused to proceed in the 
ordinary way Then the squire turning his 
tail to the drummer, he advanced in a retro- 
grade motion, and with one kick of his heels, 
not only broke the drum into a thousand 
pieces, but laid the drummer in the mire, 
with Such a blow upon his hip-bone, that he 
halted all the days of his life. The recruits. 


perceiving the discomfiture of their leadu,** 
armed themselves with stones , the serjeant 
raised his halbert in a posture of defence, and 
immediately a severe action ensued By 
this time Crabshaw had drawn his sword, and 
began to lay about him like a dev il incarnate , 
but, in a little tube, he was saluted by a volley 
of stones, one of which knocked out two of 
his grinders, and brought him to the earth, 
where he had liked to have found no quartei , 
for tfie whole company crowded about him, 
With their cudgels brandished , and perhaps 
he owed his preservation to their pressing ^ 
so hard that they hindered one another from 
using their weapons 

“ Sir Launcelot seeing, with indignation, 
the unworthy treatment ins squire had re- 
ceived, and scorning to stain his lance with 
the blood of plebeians, instead of couching it 
in the rest, seized it by the middle, and 
fetching one blow at the scijeant, broke in 
twain the halbert, wliirli he had raised as a 
qiiarter-stafi for Ins dcfince The setoud 
stroke encountered bis pate, which being 
the hardest pait about him, sustained the 
shock without damage , but the third, light- 
ing on his nbb, he honoured the giver 
with immediate prostration The general 
being thus overthrown, Sir liauncelot ad- 
vanced to the relief of Crabshaw, and handled 
his weapon so effectually, that the whole 
body of the enemy were disabled or routed, 
before one cudgel had touched the can as- 
of the fallen sqmre As for the corpo'-j\ 
instead of standing by his rviminanding oth- 
cer, he had overleaped the hedge, and ini 
to the constable of an adjoining village ter 
assistance Accordingly, before Crabshaw 
could be properly remounted, the peacf- 
officer arrived with hib posse , and by tin 
corporal was chaiged with Sir Launcelot 
and his squire as two higlnvavmen The 
constable, astonished at the martial figure 
of the knight, and intimidated at sight of the 
havoc he had made, contented himself wuth 
standing at a distance, displaying the badge 
of his office, and reminding the Knight that 
he lepresented Ins majesty’s person 

“ Sir Launcelot, seeing tlie poor man in 
great agitation, assured liim that Ins design 
was to enforce, not violate tbe laws of his 
country , and that lie and his squire would 
attend him to the next justice of peace , 
but, in the mean time, he, m his turn, 
charged the peace-officer with the ser- 
jeant and drummerr who had begun the 
fray 

“The justice had been a pettifo^r, and 
was a sycophant to a nobleman in the neigh- 
bourhood, who had a post at court lie 
therefore thought he should oblige liis patron 
by showing his respect for the mthtary , and 
treated our knight with the most boorish 
insolence , but refused to admit him into his 
house, until he had surrendered all his wea- 
pons of offence to the constable Sir lAun- 
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(!elot an<] his squire beiuff found the ttggreaa^ 
ora, the justice mi^sted upon mahin^ out 
their mittimus, if they did not fiod bail im* 
mediately, and could hardly be prevailed 
upon to ame that they should remain at the 
house of the constable, who being a publican, 
undertook to keep them in safe custody, 
until the knight could write to his steward 
Meanwhile he was bound over to the peace , 
and the sei^cant with his drummer were told 
* they had a good action against him foraSsault 
and battery, either by information or indict- 
^ nient 

“ They were not, however, so fond of the 
law as the justice seemed to be Their sen- 
timents had taken a turn m favour of Sir 
Launcelot, during the course of his examina- 
tion, bv which It appeared that he was really 
d gentleman of &shion and fortune, mid 
they resolved to compromise the affair with- 
out the intervention of his worship Accord- 
ingly, the serjeant repaired to the constable’s 
liou^o, where the knight was lodged, and 
humbled himsclt before his honour, protest- 
ing with many oath<«, that, if he had known 
ills qualit}, he would have beaten the drum- 
mer’s brains about his ears, for piesuming to 
gp (• 1ns honour or his horse the least dis- 
turbance, thof the follow', he believed, was 
Mitncientlv punished m being a cripple for 
1 fe 

“ Sir Launcelot admitted of hi*> apologies, 
iiinl taking compassion on the fellow who 
had suffered so severely for his foil), rcsoRcd 
to provide for Ins inaintenaiice Upon the 
ipinc&cntation of the parties to the justice, 
the w arrant w as next da) discharged , and 
tlie knight returned to his own house, at- 
tended b) the seneant and the drummer 
mounted on horseback, the recn its being 
left to the corporal’s charge 

“ The halberdier found the good effcctci of 
Sir Laiincrlot’s hbcralit) , and his companion 
being rendered unfit for his majest) ’s service, 
b\ the heels of Gilbert, is now entertained 
at Grea\esbur)-liall, where he will probably 
remain for life 

“As for Crabshaw , his master gave him 
to understand, that if he did not think iiini 
pretty well chastised for his presumption and 
flight, by the discipline he had undergone in 
the last tvvo adventures, he would turn him 
out of his eerv ice with dismce Tnnothv 
said, he believed it would ne the greatest 
favour he could do him to turn him out 
of a service in which he knew he should 
be nb-roasted ev'cry day, and murdered 
last 

“ In this situation were things at Greaves- 
bury-hall about a month ago, w'hen I crossed 
the country to Ferrybndge, wliere I met my 
uncle , probably this is the first incident of 
their second excursion , for tlie distance be- 
tween this here house and Sir lAuncelot’s 
estate does not exceed fourscore or ninety 
miles 


chapter VI 

In which the reader will perceive that vi 
some cases madness vs caichmg 

Mr Clarke having made an end ef his 
narrative, the sur^on thanked him for the 
entertamm^t he had received , and Mr Fer- 
ret shroggeo up his shoulders in silent disap- 
probation As for Captain Crowe, who used 
at such pauses to pour in u broadsi^ of dis- 
membered remarks, linked together dike 
diaii|i.*shot, he spoke not a syllable for some 
time , but, lighting a fresh pipe at the can- 
die, began to roll such voluminous clouds of 
smoke as in an instant filled the whole apart- 
ment, and rendered himself invisible to Uie 
whole company Though he thus shrouded 
himself from their view, he did not long re- 
main concealed from their heanng They 
first heard a strange dissonant caclue, whicli 
the doctor knew to be a sea-laugh, and this 
w as followed by an eager exclamation of— 
“ Rare pastime, strike my yards and top- 
masts , — ^I’ve a good mind — why shouldn’t — 
many a losing voyage I’ve — smite my taffrel 
but I wool-—” 

Bv this time he had relaxed so much in hi'« 
fumigation, that the tip of his nose and one 
e)e re-appeared, and as he had dravm his 
wig forw'ards, so as to cover his whole foro. 
head, the figure that now saluted their e) es 
was much more ferocious and terrible than 
the fire-breathing chimera of the ancicnt« 
Notwithstanding this dreadful appearance, 
there was no indignation m his heart, hut, 
on the contrary, an agreeable tunosit), 
which he was determined to gratify 

Addressing himself to Mr Fillet, — Pr’)- 
thee, doctor,” said he, “ can’st tell whether 
a man, without being rated a lord or a baron, 
or what dy’ye call uni, d’ye see, mayn’t take 
to the highwa) m the way of a frolic d’ye 
see A dad ’ for my own part, brother, I’r i 
resolved as how to ennso a bit in the w’-ay of 
ail arrant — ’f so be as 1 can’t at once be com- 
mander, mayhap I may be bore upon the 
books as a petty officer or the like, d’ye see ' 

“ Now, the Lord forbid cried Clarke, 
witl;»tears in his eyes, “I’d rather see you 
dead than brought to Mich a dilemma” 
“ Mayhap thou wotild’st,” answered the un- 
cle , “ for then, my lad, there would be some 
picking— aha * do’st thou tip me the travel- 
ler, in) boy Tom assured him he scorned 
any such mercenary views — “I am only 
concerned,” said he, “ that \ ou should taki 
any step that might tend to the disgrace oi 
yourself or your famJy , and I say again, I 
had rather die than live to see you redvoued 
any other ways than compos ” “ Die and 
be d— d * you shambling half timbered son 
of a — cried the choleric Crowe, “ do’st 
talk to me of keeping a reckoning and com- 
pass’*^! could keep a reckoning, and bov 
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^mpaBs long enough befoi!e,thy<|ee«d* 
etqdiie/wfts laicl-^am Crowe le^ nott^^fae 
hm to ask thy counsel how to eteot Ins 
cottrse *’ ** Lord, sir»*’ resumed the nephew^ 
^ consider what people wiUsay-^-all the world 
will think you ihad/’ thy heart at 

ease, Tom,’’^ cned^eseainau* ** Til have a 
trip to and again m this here ehanneL Mad ^ 
what then, 1 think for my part one half 
the nation is mad^^nd the otner not very 
souod^l don^ see why I han’t as good a 
right to he tnad as anoUier man But, doc- 
tor, as 1 was Baying* l*d be bound to you, if 
yon woidd direct me where I can buy that 
same tackle that an arrant must wear , as for 
the matter of the long-pole, headed with 
iron, Pd nover desire better than a good 
boat-hook, and I could make a special ^od 
target of that there tin sconce that holds the 
candle — mayhap any blacksmith will hammer 
me a scull-cap, d’ye see, out of an old brass 
kettle , and I can call my horse by the name 
of ray slup, which was MufttJ' 

The surgeon was one of those wags who 
can laugh inwardly, without exhibiting the 
least outward mark of mirth or satisfaction 
He at once perceived the amusement which 
might be drawn from this strange disposition 
of the sailor, together with the most likely 
means which could be used to divert him 
from such an extravagant pursuit He there- 
fore tipped Clarke the wink with one side of 
lus face, while the other was very gravely 
turned to the captain, whom he addressed to 
this effect — “ It is not far from hence to 
Sheffield, where you might be completely 
fitted in halt a day^then you must wake 
your armour m church or chapel, and be 
dubbed As for this last ceremony, it may 
be performed by any person whatsoever Don 
Quixote was dubbed by his landlord , and 
there are many instances on record of er- 
rants obliging and compelling the next per- 
son they met to cross their shoulders, and 
dub them knights I myself would under- 
take to bo your godfather , and I have inter- 
est enough to procure the keys of the pansh 
churcl) that stands hard by , besides, this is 
the eve of St Martin, who was himself a 
knight-errant, and therefbre a proper patron 
to noviciate I wish we could borrost Sir 
Launcelot s armour for tlie occasion ” 
Crowe, being struck with this hint, started 
up* and, laying his fingers on his lips to en- 
join silence, walked off softly on his tiptoes, 
to listen at the door of our knight’s Apart- 
ment, and judge whether or not he was 
» asleep Mr Fillet look this opportunity to 
teft fcis nephew that it would be in vam for 
hun'to combat this humour with reason and 
. argument, but the mo^t effectual way of di- 
verting him from the plan of knight-errantry 
would be to frighten him heartily while he 
should keep his vigil in the church To- 
wards the accomplishment of which purpose, 
he craved the assistance of the misanthrope 


as well as the nephew Clarke seemed to 
relish the scheme $ and observed, that his 
uncle, though endued with courage enough 
to face any human danger, had at bottom a 
strong fund of superstition, which he had 
acquired, or at least improved, in the course 
of a sea life Ferret, who perhaps would 
not have gone ten paces out of hm road to 
save Cmwe from the gallows, nevertheless 
engag^as an auxiliary, merely in hope of 
seeing a fellow-creature miserable , and even 
undertook to be the pnncipal agent m this 
adventure For this office, indeed, he was, 
better qualified than they could have ima- 
gined In the bundle which he kept under 
ms great coat, there was, together with di- 
vers nostrums, a small phial of liquid phos- 
phorus, sufficient, as he had already observed, 
to frighten a whole neighbourhood out of 
their senses 

In order to concert the previous measures, 
without being overheard, these confederates 
retired with a candle and lanthom into the 
stable , and their backs were scarce turned, 
when captain Crowe came in loaded with 
pieces of the knight’s armour, which he had 
conveyed from the apartment of Sir Launce- 
lot, whom he had left fast asleep 

Understanding that the rest of the compa- 
ny were gone out for a moment, he could not 
resist the me lination he felt of commumcat- 
itig his intention to the landlady, who, with 
her daughter, had been too much engaged in 
preparing Crabsbaw’s supper, to know the 
purport of their conversation The good 
woman, being informed of the captain’s de- 
sign to remain alone all night m the diurdi, 
began to oppose it with all her rhetoric She 
said It was setting his Maker at defiance, 
and a wilful running into temptation She 
assured him that all the country knew that 
the church was haunted by spirits and hob- 
goblins , that lights had been seen m every 
comer of it, and a tall woman in white had 
one night appeared upon the top of the 
tower, that dreadful shrieks wore often 
beard to come from the south aisle, where a 
murdered man had been buried , that she 
herself had seen the cross on the steeple all 
a-fire , and one evening as she passed on 
horseback, dose by the stile at the entrance 
into the church-yard, the horse stood still, 
sweating and trembling, and had no power 
to proceed until she had repeated the Lord’s 
prayer 

These remarks made a strong impression 
op the imagination of Crowe, wmo askdd, in 
some conftision, if she bad got that same 
prayer in pnnt ? She made no answer, but 
reaching the prayer-book fbom a shelf, and 
turning up the leaf, put it into his hand , then 
the captain, having adjusted his spectacles, 
began to read, or rather spell aloud, with 
equal eagerness and solemnity He had re- 
freshed nis memoiw so well as to remember 
the whole, when tne doctor, returmng with 
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companions, ?ave him to understand that 
he had procured the key of the chancel, 
u here he niigfht watch his annour as well i|8 
in the body of the church, and that he was 
ready to conduct him to the spot Crowe 
was not now quite so forward as he had ap- 
peared before to achieve this adventure he 
began to start objections with respect to the 
borrowed armour , he wanted to stipulate the 
comforts of a can of flip, and a candle's end, 
* during his Vigil, and hinted something of 
the damage be might sustain from your ma- 
Jicious imps of darkness 

The doctor told him, the constitutions of 
chivalry absolutely required that he should be 
left in the dark alone and fasting, to spend 
tiie night m pious meditations , but if he liad 
any fears which disturbed his conscience, he 
iiad much better desist, and give up ail 
tiioughts of knight-errantry, which could not 
consist witli the least shadow of apprehen- 
Sion The captain, stung by this remark, 
replied not a word , but, gathering up the 
armour into a bundle, threw it on his back, 
and set out for the place of probation, pre- 
t eded by Clarke witli the lanthom When 
they arrived at the church, Fillet, who had 
jiiOLured the key from the sexton, who was 
h b patient, opened the door, and conducted 
onr novice into the middle of the chancel, 
v\ here the armour was deposited , then bid- 
ding Cl owe draw his hanger, committed him 
to the piotection of Heaven, assuring him he 
w ould come back, and find him either dedd 
or alive by daybreak, and perform the re- 
maining part of the ceremony So saying, 
he and the other associates shook him by the 
liand, and took their leave, after the surgeon 
liad tilted up the lanthorn to take a view of 
Ins visage, which was pale and haggard 
“ Before the door was locked upon him, 
]»(. called aloud, — “ liilioa ’ doctor, hip — 
another w^ord, d’jesec — ” They forthwith 
returned to know what he wanted, and found 
h’ln already in a sweat “ Hark ye, brother,” 
said he, wiping his lace, “ I do suppose as 
liow one may pass away the tune in whistling 
the Black Joke, or singing Black Ey’d Susan, 
or some such sorrourful ditty ” “ By no 
means,” cried the doctor, “ such pastimes 
are neither suitable to the place nor the oc- 
casion, which lb altogether a religious exer- 
( ibc If you have got any psalms by heart, 
you may sing a stave or two, or repeat the 
Doxology ” “ Would I had Tom Lavenck 
heic,” replied our noviciate, *Oie would sing 
you anthems like a sea-mew — a had been a 
clerk ashore — ^many's the time and often I’ve 
given him a rope's end for singing psalms in 
the larboard watch — ^would 1 had hired the 
son of a h— to have taught me a cast of 
hih office — ^but it cannot be holp, brother — if 
wo can’t go large, we must haul upon a wind, 
Sb tlio saying is — ^if we can't sing, we must 
pra> '’ Tlie company again left him to his 
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devotion, and returned to the public house m 
order to execute the essentiid part of their 
project 


CHAPTER VII 

In tohich the kntght resumes hts importance 

Doctor Fillst having borrowed a cmiple 
of sheets from the landlady, dressed the mis- 
anthrope and Tom Clarke in ghostly apparel, 
which was reinforced by a few drops of liquid 
phosphorus, from Ferret's vial, rubbed on the 
foreheads of the two adventurers Thus 
equipped, they returned to the church witli 
their conductor, who entered with them softly 
at an aisle wduch was opposite to a place 
where the novice kept watch They stole 
unperceived through the body of the criurch , 
and though it was so dark that they could 
not distfnguish the captain with the eye, 
they heard the sound of his steps, as he 
walked backwards and forwards on the pave- 
ment with uncommon expedition, and an 
ejaculation now and then escaped m a mur- 
mur from hiB lipb 

The triumvirate having taken their station 
with a large pew m their front, the two 
ghosts uncovered their heads, which, by help 
of the phosphorus, exhibited a pale and 
lambent flame, extremely dismal and ghwtly 
to the view then Ferret, in a sqneifeing 
tone, exclaimed, — “ Samuel Crowe ’ Samuel 
Crowe The captain hearing himself ac- 
costed m this manner, at such a tune, and m 
such a place, replied, — “hilloa*” and, tum- 
mg his eyes towards the quarter whence the* 
voice seemed to proceed, beheld the terrible 
apparition This no sooner saluted his view, 
than his hair bristled up, liis knees began to 
knock, and his teeth to cliatter, while he 
cried aloud, — “ In the name of God, where 
are you bound, ho To tins hail the misan^ 
thrope answered,— “We are the spirits of 
thy grandmother Jane and thy aunt Bridget ” 

At mention of these names Crowe's terrors 
began to give way to his resentment, and he 
pronounced, in a quick tone of surprise, 
mixed with indignation , — ** What d’ye want ** 
what J’ye want’ what d’ye want, ho’” 
The gpint replied, — “ We are sent to warn 
thee of thy mte ” “ From whence, ho 
cried tlie captam, whose choler had by this 
time well nigh triumphed over his fear 

From heaven,” said the voice “Ye he, 

ye b s of hell did our novice exclaim, 

“ ye are damned for heaving me out of my 
right, five flitthom and a half by the lead, m 
burning bmqstone Don’t I see the blue 
flames come out of your hawse holes— maj- 
hap you may bo the devil himself for aught I 
know— Irat 1 trust in the Lord, dy’e see— I 
never disrated a kinsman, dy'e see, so don’t 
come alongside of me — ^put about on t’otl^er 
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tack| d'ye see — ^you need not clap hard releasing him instantly from hie 
awestheiTf for you'll soon get to bell again “ Bodikins cried he, “ I believe as how this 
with a flowing sail ” house is haunted— who thought to meet with 

Bo saying, he had recourse to hiS paternos- Measter Ijaawyer Clarke at midnight, and 
ter , but perceiving the apparitions approach, so far from hoam ” The landlady could not 
he thundered out, — ** Avast, avast, sheer off, comprehend the meaning of this encounter , 
ye babes of hell, or Pll be foul of your fore nor could Tom conceive how Crabshaw had 
lights *' He accordingly sprung forwards transported himself thither from the room 
with his hanger, and very probably would below, m which he saw him quietly reposed 
have set the spirits on their way to the other V‘et ^nothing woe more easy than to eAplain 
world, had he not &llon over a pew in the this mystery th^* apartment below was the 
dark, and entangled himself so much among chamber which the hostess and her daughter 
the benches, that he could not immediately reserved for thoir own convenience and this 
recover his footing The triumvirate took particular having been intimated to the squire 
this opportunity to retire , and such was the while he was at supper, he had resigned the 
precipitation of Ferret in his retreat, that he bed quietly, and been conducted hither in the 
encountered a post, by which his right eye absence of the company Tom, recollecting 
sustained considerable damage , a circum- himself as well as he could, professed him- 
stance which induced him to inveigh bitterly self of Crabshaw's opinion, that the liou?e 
against ills own folly, as well as the importi- was haunted, declaring that he could not 
ncncc of his companions, who had inveigled well account for his being there in the dark , 
him into su( h a troublesome adventure and, leaving those that were assembled to 
Neither he nor Clarke could be prevailed discuss this knotty point, retired down stairs, 
upon to revisit the novice The doctor him- in hope of meeting with his charmCr, whom 
self thought his disease was desperate, and, accordingly he found in the kitchen just risen, 
mounting his horse, returned to his own ha- and wrapped m a loose dishabille 
bitation The noise of Crabshaw's cries had awa- 

Ferret, finding all the beds lu the public kened and aroused his master, who, rising 
house were occupied, composed himself to suddenly in the dark, snatched uphisswoid 
sleep in a Windsor chair at the chimney that lay by his bed-side, and hnstemd to 
corner, and Mr Clarke, whose disposition the scene of tumult, where all their months 
was ipxtreinely amorous, resolved to renew were opened at once to explain the cause 
hiB practices on the heart of Dolly He had of the distui banco, and make an apology 
reconnoitered the apartments m which the for breaking his honour's rest He said 
bodies of the knight and his squire were dc- nothing, but, taking the candle in his hand, 
posited, and discovered, close by the top of beckoned his squire to follow him into his 
the stair-case, a sort of closet or hovel, just apartment, resolving to arm and take horse 
*large enough to contain a tnickle-bed, which, immediately Crabshaw understood Ins 
from some other particulars, he supposed to meaning, and while he shuffled on his clotlies, 
be the bed-chamber of his beloved Dolly, who yawning hideously all the while, wished the 
had by this time retired to her repose Full lawyer at the devil for having visited him so 
of this idea, and instigated by the demon of unseasonably , and even cursed himself for 
desire, Mr Thomas crept soflly up stairs, tlie noise be had made, in consequence of 
and, lifling the latch of the close}, door, his which he foresaw he should now be obliged 
heart began to palpitate with joyous expccta- to forfeit his night’s rest, and travel in the 
tion , but before he could breathe the gentle dark, exposed to the im lemoncies of the 
effusions of his love, the supposed damsel weather “ Pox rot tliee, Tom Clarke, for 
started up, and, seizing him by the collar a wicked lawyer said ho to hiinselt, 
with an Herculean gripe, uttered, in the voice “ badsi thou been hanged at Bartelmey-tide, 
of Crabshaw, — ** It wan’t for notlung that I I should this night have slept in peace, that 
dreamed of Newgate, sirrah but rd have 1 should — an I would there were a blister on 
thee to know, an arrant squire is nolLto be this plaguy tongue of mine for making such 
robbed bv such a peddling thief as thee — a hollaballoo, that I do — ^five gallons of cold 
here Til howld thee vast, and the devil were water has my poor belly been drenched with 

m thy doublet help* murder * vire* help*" since night fell, so as my reins and my liver 

It was impossible for Mr Clarke to disen- are all one as if they were turned into ice, 
gage himself, and equally impracticable to and my whole harslet shakes and shivers 
apeak m his own vindication , so tliat here like a viai of quicksilver. I have been drag- 
he stood trembling and half-throttled, until ged, half drowned like a rotten ewe, from 
the whole house being alarmed, the landlady the bottom of a nver , and who knows but 
and her ostler ran up btairs with a candle I may be next dragged quite dead from the 
When tbe light rendered objects visible, an bottom of a coal-pit — ^if so be as I am, I 
equal astoniAracnt prevailed on all sides shall go to hell to be sure, for being con- 
Crabshimr was confounded at sight of Mr samed like in my own moorder, that 1 will, 
Clarke^ whose person he well knew , and, so 1 will , for a plague on it, 1 had no busi- 
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Ni8bs With the va^nes of this crazy-peated 
measter of mine ^ a pox on him,^ say I *’ 

He had just finished this soliloquy as he 
entered the apartment of hia master, who 
desired to know what was become of his 
armour Timothy, understandinsf that it 
had been left in the room when the knigfht 
undressed, began to scratch his head m 
great perplexity t and at last declared it as 
nis opinion, that it most have been carried 
. off by witchcraft Then he related hn ad- 
venture with Tom Clarke, who (he said) 
was conveyed to his bed-side he knew not 
^low , and concluded with affirming they 
were no better than papishes who did not 
believe in witchcraft* Sir Launcelot could 
not help smiling at his simplicity , but, as- 
buming a peremptihy air, he commanded 
him to fetch the armour without delay, 
that he might afterwards saddle the horses, 
in Older to prosecute their journey 
Timothy retired in great tribulation to the 
kitchen, where, finding the misanthrope, 
whom the noise had also disturbed, and 
still impressed with the notion of his being 
a conjuror, he oliercd him a shilling if he 
would cast a figure, and let him know what 
had become of his master’s armour 
Ferret, m hope of producing more mis- 
chief, informed him, without hesitation, that 
one of the company had conveyed it into 
the chancel of the church, where he would 
now find it deposited , at the same time pre- 
senting him with the key, which Mr Frilet 
had left in his custody 
The squire, who Wtis none of those who 
set hobgoblins at defiance, being afraid to 
enter the church alone at these hours, bar- 
gained with the ostler to accompany and 
light him with a lanthorn Thus attended, 
he advanced to the place, where the armour 
lay in a heap, and ioaded it upon the back 
of his attendant without molestation, the 
lance being shouldered over the whole 
In this equipage they were just going to 
retire, when the ostler, hearing a noise at 
some distance, wheeled about with such ve- 
locity, that one end of the spear saluting 
Crabshaw ’s pate, the poor squire measured 
his length on the ground, and, crushing 
the lanthorn in his fall, the light was ex- 
tinguished The ostler, terrified at these 
effects of his own sudden motion, threw 
down his burden, and would have betaken 
himself to flight, had not Crabshaw laid fast 
hold on his Teg, that he iumself might not 
be deseed The sound of the pieces clat- 
tering on the pavemeilt roused Captain 
Crowe from a trance of slumber, in which 
he had lain since the apparition vanished 
and he hallooed, or rather bellowed, with 
vast vociferation Timothy and his fhend 
v/ere so intimidated by this terrific strain, 
that they thought no more of the armour, 
but ran home arm in arm, and appeared in 
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the kitchen with all the marks of horror 
and consternation 

When Sir Launcelot came finth wrapped 
m his doak, and demanded ins arins, Crab- 
shaw declared that the devd had them m 
possession and this assertion was confirmed 
by the ostler, who pretended to know the 
devil by his roar "Ferret sat m bis comer, 
maintammg the most mortifying silence, and 
enjoying; the impaUence of the knight, who 
in vain requested an explanation of this mys- 
tery At length his eyes began to lighten, 
wbien, seizing Crabshaw in one haim, and 
the qstler in the other, he swore by Hejaven 
he would dash thoir souls out, and rase the 
hoube to the foundation, if they did not in- 
stantly disclose the particulars of this trans- 
action The good woman fell on her knees, 
protesting, in the name of the )jord, that she 
was innocent as the child unborn, thof she 
had lent the captain a prayer-book to learn 
the Lord’s prayer, a candle and lanthorn to 
light him to the church, and a couple of 
clean sheets for the use of the other gentle- 
men The knight was more and more 
puzzled by this declaration, when Mr Clarke, 
coming into the kitchen, presented himself 
with a low obeisance to his old patron 
Sir Launcclot’s anger was immediately 
converted into surprit*c He set at liberty 
the squire and ostler, and, stretching out his 
hand to the lawyer, — “ My good fnend 
Clarke,^* «aid he, “ how came you hither ^ 
Can you solve this knotty point which has 
involved us all m sucli confusion 
Tom forthwith began a very cifcumstantial 
recapitulation of what had happened to his 
uncle , in what manner he had been disap- 
pointed of the estate , how he had accident- 
ally seen his honour, been enamoured of his 
character, and become ambitious of follow- 
ing his example Then he related the par- 
ticulars of the plan which had been laid down 
to divert him from hS design and con- 
cluded with assuring the knight, that tlie 
captain was a verj' honest man, though he 
seemed to be a little disordered m his mtel- 
lects “ I believe it,*’ replied Sir Launcelot, 
“ madness and honesty are not incompatible 
— indeed 1 feel it by experience ” 

Tom proceeded to ask pardon, in his un- 
cle’s^ame, lor having made so free with the 
knight’s armour * and begged hie honour, for 
the love of God, would use his authority with 
Crowe, that he might quit all thoughts of 
kni^it-rrrantry, for which he was^ by no 
means qualified , frir, being totally ignorant 
of the laws of the land, he would be continu- 
ally committing trespasses, and bring him- 
self into troubte He said, in case he should 
prove refractory, he might be apprehended 
virtue nf a friendly warrant, for having 
frlomously earned off the knight’s accoutre- 
ments « Taking away another man’s 
movables,** aaid he, “and personal goods 
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ag44ii8t the will of tho owner, end so your ambition is commendable But 

i3oay accordmif to tlie statute , different in- wards the practice of chivalry there is some- 
deed from robbeiy, which impLes putting in thing more required than the virtues of cou- 
fear on the king's highway, tn alia v%a regia rage and generosity A knight-crrant ought 
inalenter et felontce captum et useorramm, to understand the sciences, to be of 

m mapium terrarem, <yc ; for if tneroUiery ethics or morality, to be well versed m the- 
be laid in the indictment as done m ^(uadam ology, a complete casuist, and minutely ac- 
vta oeddatn, in a footpath, the offen^r will quainted with the laws of his country lie 
not De ousted of his clergy It must be tn shoidd not only be patient of cold, himger, 
alia via regia , and your bonblir i^l please and fatigue, righteous, just, and valiant, but 
to take notice, that robberies committed on alsoschaste, religious, temperate, polite, and. 
the nver Thainss are adjudged as done tn conversable , and have all bis passions under 
fdtu via rtgia ; for the kmge high-stream is the rein^ except love, whose mnmre he should 
all the same as the king's hi^way ” submissively acknowledjre " He said, thijf 

Sit Lduncelot could not help smiling at was the very essence of^chivahy, and no 
Tom's learned mvestigation He coiigratu- man had ever made such a profession of 
lated him on the progress he had made m arms, without first having placed his affec- 
the study of the law He expressed his con- tion upon some beauteObs object, for who^e 
cem at tlie strange turn the captain had ta- honour, and at whose command, he would 
ken, and promised to use his influence m cheerfully encounter the most dreadful perils 
persuading him to desist from the preposter- lie took notice, that nothing could be 
ous design he had formed more irregular than the manner in which 

The lawyer, thus assured, repaired immc- Crowe had attempted to keep his vigil , for 
diately to the church, accompanied by the he had never served his noviciate — he had 
squire, and held a parley with his uncle, who, not prepared himself with abstmence and 
when he understood that the knight m per- prayer — he had not provided a qualified god- 
son desired a conference, surrendered up the father for the ceremony of dubbing^he had 
arms quietly, and returned to the public no armour of his own to wake , rat, on the 
house very threshold of chivalry, which is the per- 

Sir Launcelot received the honest seaman fection of justice, had unjustly purloined ihf* 
With hts usual complacency , and, perceiving arms of another knight That this was a 
great discomposure in his looks, said he was mere mockery of a religious institution, and 
sorry to hear he had passed such a disagree- therefore unpleasmg m the sight of Heaven ; 
able night to so little purpose Crowe, hav- witness the demons and hobgoblins that were 
ing recruited his spirits with a bumper of permitted to disturb and torment him in his 
brandy, thanked him for his concern, and trial 

observed, that he had passed many a hard Crowe having listened to these remarks 
night in his time , but such another as this with earnest attention, replied, after some 
he would not be bound to weather for the hesitation, — ** I am bound to you, brother, 
command of the whole British navy “ I for your kind and chnstian counsel--*! doubt 
have seen Davy Jones m the shape of a blue as how I’ve steered by a wrong chart, d’ye 
flame, d’ye see, hopping to and fro on the see— as for the matter of the sciences, to be 
spiit.sail-yard-arm,#nd I’ve seen your Jacks- sure, I know plain sailing and Mercator, and 
o'-tho-lanthorn, and Wills-o’-the-wisp, and am an indifferent good seaman, thof ! say it 
many such spirits, both by sea and land , but that should not say it but as to all the rest, 
to-night I’ve been boarded by all the devils no better than the viol-block or the geer-cap- 
and damned souls in hell, squeaking and stan Religion I han’t much overhauled, 
squaUmg, and glimmering and glaring and we tars laugh at your polite conversa- 
Bounce went the door— crack went the pew lion, thof, mayhap, we can diant a few bal- 
— »erash came the tackle — white sheeted lads to keep the hands awake m the niglit- 
gboslB dancing in one corner by the jjlow- watch , then for Chastity, brother, I doubt 
worm’s light— black devils hobbling m ano- that's not expected in a skilor just come 
tber— Lord have mercy upon us I and I was ashore, after a long voyage — sure all those 
hailed, Tom, I was, by ray grandmotlier poor hearts won’t he damim for steering m 
Jane and my Aunt Bridget, d’ye see— a cou-. the wake of nature As for a'sweetheart, 
pie of damn’d— hut they’re roasting, that's Bet Mizen of St Cattarino's would fit me to 
one comfort, my lad ” a hair— -she and I aVe old messmates and 

When he had thus disburdened his con- what signifles talking, brother! she knows 
sc^iice. Sir Launcelot introduced the sub- already the trim of my vessel^ see ” He 
of the pew occupation at which he as- concluded with saying,—^* He thought he 
pired. ** 1 understand,” said he, ” that you wan't loo old to learn ; and if Sir Launcelot 
araflesiroaaof treading the paths of errantry, would take him m tow, as his tender, he 
J assure you, are thorny and trouble- would stand by him ^1 weathers, and it 
sooflt* Nevertlieles8,as your purpose is to should npt cost his eensoit a farthing’s ex- 
exerew year humanity and benevoleneef | pense*” 
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The knight said, he did not thmk himself 
oi consequence enough to bt^va such a pupil, 
but should always be ready to mva lum hts 
best advioe , as a specimen t>f he ex- 

horted him to weigh aH the Circumstances, 
and deliberate calmly and leisurely, before 
he actually engaged in such a boisterous 
profession, assuni:^ km, that if, at the end of 
three months, his resolution should continue, 
he would take upon himself the office of his 
instructor In the mean time, he gratified 
the hostess ffir his lodgrng^ put on his armour, 
took leave of the company, and mounting 
• Bronzomarte, proceeded southerly, being at- 
tended by has squire Crabshaw, grumbling, 
on the back of Gilbert 


CHAPTER Vin 

Which IS within a hatr*s breadth of proving 
highly interesting 

Leavinci Captain Crowe and his nephew 
for the present, though they, and even the 
misanthrope, will re-appear in duo season, 
wc are now obliged to attend the progress 
of the knight, who proceeded in a southerly 
direction, insensible of the storm that blew, 
as well as of the darkness, whiclt was hor- 
rible For bome time, Crabshaw ejaculated 
curses in silence, till at length his anger 
gave way to his fear, which waxed so strong 
upon him, that he could no longer reqis* the 
desire of alleviating it, by entering into a 
(onversation with nis mabtor Byway of 
introduction, be gave Gilbert the spur, direct- 
ing him towards thi* flank of Bronzomarte, 
which he encountered wuth such u shock, 
that the knight was almost dibinouiitcd 
When Sir Lauiuelot, with some warmth, 
asked the reason of this attack, the squire 
lephed in these words, — ‘The devil, God 
bless us, mun be playing his pranks with 
Gilbert ti>o, as sure as Tin a living soul — 
I ’so wager a teoster, the foul hend has left 
the seaman, and got into Gilbert, that he 
has — when a has passed through an ass and 
a horse, Tee marvel what beast a will gi^t 
into next ” Probably into a mule,” said 
the knight, “in that case, you w'lll be m 
some danger — ^but T can, at any time, dis- 
possess you with a horsew hip “ Aye, 
aye,” answered Timothy, “ your honour has 
a mortal good hand at giving a flap with a 
fox’s tail, 06 the saying is— ’Tib a wonderment 
you did not trj^ your hand on that there wise- 
acre that btolo your honour’s harness, and 
w ants to be an arrant, with a murrain to *un 
Lord help his fool’s head ! it becomes him as 
a sow dotii a cart-saddle ” “ There is no 
guilt in infirmity,” said the knight , “ I punish 
the VICIOUS only ” “ I would your honour 
would punish Gilbert then*” cned the squire, 
* for ’lis the mobt vicious tuoad that ever I 
aijU leg over— bet as to that same seafaring 
4 Y* 66 


man, what may his distemper be “ Mad- 
ness,” answered Sir Lattoqelot “Bodi- 
kins,” exclaimed the squire, “1 doubt as 
how other volks arc leome of the same leg— 
but a’n’t vor such small gentry as he to be 
mad , they mun leave tfiat to their betters ” 
“ You seem to hint at me, Crabshaw do 
you really thmk I am mad**” “ I may say 
as bow 1 have looked your honour in the 
mouth , and a sorry dog should 1 be, if I did 
not know your humours as well as I know 
e’er a beast in the steable at Greavesbury- 
hall ” “ Since you are so well acquainted 
with rny madness,” said the knight, “ what 
opinion have you of yourself, who serve and 
follow alonatic'*” “I hope I han’t served 
your honour for nothmg, but 1 shall inherit 
some of your cast vagaries — when your ho- 
nour iS pleased to be mad, 1 should be very 
sorry to be found right in my senses Timo- 
thy Crabshaw will never eat the bread 
untlunkfulness — it shall never be said of 
him, that he was wiser than his measter as 
for the matter ot following a madman, wc 
may see your honour’s face is made of a 
fiddle, everyone that jocks on you, loves 
you ” TJub compliment the knight returned, 
by sayuig, — “ It my face is a fiddle, Crab- 
shaw, your tongue is a fiddlestick that plays 
upon It — yet your music is very disa^e- 
able — you don’t keep tune” “Nor }ou 
neither, measter,” critd Timothy, “or we 
shouldn’t be here wandering about under 
cloud of night, like sheep-steile* <5, or evil 
spirits with troubled consciences ’ 

Here the discourse was intornipted by a 
sudden disaster, in conbpquence of whuh, 
the squire uttered an inarticulate roar, that 
startled iho knigliL himself, who was verv 
little !sub|ict the sensation of fear, but 
his eurprifcc wab changed into vexation when 
he perceived Gilbert without a rider passing 
by, and kicking Ins heels witli great agilny 
lie forthwith turned bis steed, and ndmg 
back a lew paces, found Crabshaw rising 
from the ground When fie asked what was 
become nl his horse, he answered, in a whim- 
pering ton ^ — “Horse* would I could once 
see him fairly carrion for the hounds — ^for 
my pait, 1 believe as liow *tis no horse, but 
a devil incarnate , and yet Pve been worse 
mounted, that I have— I’d like to have nd a 
horse that w as foaled of an acorn ” 

Tliih accident happened m a hollow way, 
overshadowed with trees, one of which the 
storm had blowm down, so that it lay over 
the road, and one of its boughs project ng 
horizontally, encountered the squire as ho 
trotted along in the dark Chancing to hitch 
under his long chin, be could not disen^gt 
himself, but hung suspended like a fiitji of 
bacon , while Gilbert, puslimg forward, left 
lum dangling, and, by his awkward gainboh, 
seemed to be pleabed witli the loke Tin-' 
capricious ammid was not retaKen witiiout 
the personal endeavours of the knight, for 
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Crabshaw absolutely refusing to budge aibot 
from his honour’s side, he was oMiged to 
alight, and fasten Bronzomarte to a tree, 
then they set out together, and, with some 
difficulty, found^GiIbert with his neck stretch- 
ed over a five-barred gate, snuffing up the 
morning air The squire, however, was not 
remounted without first having undergone a 
severe reprcfiension from his master, who 
upbraided him with his cowardice, threat- 
ened to chastise him on the spot, and de- 
clared that he would divorce his dastardly 
soul from his body, should he ever be incom- 
moded or affronted with another instance 
of his base-born apprehension 
Though there was some risk in carrying 
on the lutercation at tins juncture, Timothy, 
having bound up his jaws, could not with- 
stand the inclination he had to confute his 
master He therefore, m a muttering accent, 
protested, that, if the knight would give 
him leave, he should prove that his honour 
had tied a knot with his tongue, which he 
could not untie with all his teeth — “ How, 
caitiff,” cned Sir Launcelot, “presume to 
contend with me in argument'” “Your 
mouth IS scarce shut,” said the other, “ since 
you declared that a man was not to be pun- 
ished for madness, because it was a distem- 
per, now 1 will maintain that cowardice it 
a distemper, as well as madness , for nobody 
would be afraid, if he could help it ” “ There 
IS more logic in that remark,” resumed the 
knight, “than 1 expected troin your clod- 
pate, Crabbhaw, but 1 must explain the 
diflbrence between cowardice and madness 
Cowardice, though souk times the effect of 
natural imbecility, is generally a prejudice 
of education, or bad habit contracted from 
rniRiiiforrnation, or mibupprehension , and 
may certainly be cured by experience, and 
the exercise of reason , but this remedy can- 
not be applied m madness, which is a priva- 
tion or diborder of reason itself” “So is 
cowardice, as I’m a living soul,” exclaimed 
the squire , “ don’t you say a man is fright- 
cnc‘d out of his senses ** for my peart, meas- 
ter, I can neither see nor hear, much loss 
aigufi , when T’ra in such a quandary , whero- 
foie 1 do believe, odds bodikins ' that cow- 
ardice and madness arc both distempers, and 
differ no more than the hot and coCd fits 
ol an ague When it teakes your honour, 
you’re all heat, and fire, and fury, Ijord 
bless us ' but when it catches poor Tim, he’s 
cold and dead-hearted, he sheakes and shivers 
like an a«>peii loaf, that he does ” “In that 
case,” answered the knight, “I shall not 
punish you for the distemper which you can- 
not help, but for engaging lU a service ex- 
posod to penis, when vou knew your own 
infirmity in the same manner as a man de- 
serves punishment, who enlists himself for a 
•toldicr^ while he labours under any secret 
disease ” ** At that rate,” said tlie squire, 
“ my bread is like to be rarelv buttered o’ J 


both sides, iTaith But, 1 hope, as by t^f 
blessing of God 1 have run mad, so 1 shall 
in good time grow valiant, under your ho- 
nour’s precept and example ” 

By this time a very disagreeable night 
was succeeded by a fair, bright morning, and 
a market town appeared at the distance of 
three or four miles, when Crabshaw, having 
no longer the fear of hobgoblins before his 
eyes, and being moreover' cheered by the 
sight of a place where he hoped to meet 
with comfortable entertammoot, began to 
talk big, to expatiate on the folly of being 
afraid, and finally set all danger at defiance 
when all of a sudden he was presented with 
an opportunity of putting in practice those 
new adopted maxims In an opening be- 
tween two lanes, they perceived a gentle- 
man’s coach stopped by two highwaymen on 
horseback, one of whom advanced to recon- 
noitre and keep the coast clear, while the 
other exacted contribution from the travel 
lers m the coach He who acted as centinel, 
no sooner saw our adventurer appearing 
from the lane, than he rode up with a pistol 
in his hand, and ordered him to halt on pam 
of immediate death 

To this peremptory mandate the knight 
made no other reply than charging him with 
buch impetuosity, that he was unhorsed in a 
twinkling, and lay sprawling on the CTound, 
seemingly sore bruised with his faU* Sir 
Launcelot commanding Timothy to alight 
and secure thp prisoner, couched his lance, 
and rode full speed at the other highway- 
man, who was not a little disturbed at sight 
of such an apparition Nevertheless, he 
fired Ills pistol wilJiout effect , and, clapping 
spurs to hib horse, fled away at full gallop 
The knight pursued him with all the speed 
that Bronzomarte could exert but the rob- 
ber being mounted on a swift hunter, kept 
him at a distance , and after a chase of 
several miles, escaped through a wood so 
entangled with coppice, that Sir Launcelot 
thought proper to desist He then, for the 
first time, recollected the situation in which 
he had left the other thief, and remembering 
to have heard a female shriek as he passed 
by the coach window, resolved to return 
with all expedition, that he might make a 
proffer of his service to the lady, according 
to the obligation of knight-errantry But he 
had lost his way , and after an hour’s ride, 
during which he traversed many a field, and 
circled divers hedges, he found himself m 
the market town afore mentioned Her6 the 
first object that presented itself to his eyes, 
was Crabshaw on foot surrounded by a mob, 
teanng his hair, stamping with his feet, and 
roaring out in manifest distraction,— “ Show 
me the mayor, for the love of God, show me 
the mayor » — O Gilbert, Gilbert ' a murrain 
take thee, Gilbert ' sure thou wast foaled for 
my destruction 

From these exclamations, and the ar^ir 
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of the squire, the people, not without 
reason, concluded that the poor soul had lost 
his wits and the beadle was ^t going t6 
secure him, when the Might interposed, and 
at once attracted the whole attention of the 
populace Timothy seeing his master, tell 
down on his knees, crying, — “ The thief has 
run away with Gilbert — ^you may pound me 
into a peast, as the saying is but now Tse 
as mad as vour worship, an’t afeard of the 
devil and all hiS works ” Sir Launcelot de- 
siring the beadle would forbear, was instantly 
obeyed by that officer, who had no inclina- 
»tion to put the authority of his place m com- 
petition wath the power of such a figure, 
armed at all points, mounted on a dory 
steed, and ready for the combat He ( idered 
Crabshaw to attend him to the next inn, 
where he alighted , and taking him into a 
separate apartment, demanded an explana- 
tion of the unconnected words he had ut- 
tered 

The squire was in such agitation, that, 
with indiiite difficulty, and by dint of a thou- 
sand difierent questions, his master learned 
the adventure to this effect — Crabshaw, 
according to Sir Launce1ot*s command, had 
alighted from his horse, and drawn his cut- 
lass, in hope of intimidating the discomfited 
robber into a tame surrender, though he did 
not at all relish the nature of the service , out 
the thief was neither so much hurt, nor so 
tame, as Timothy had imagined lie started 
on his feet with his pistol still in Ins hjuid , 
and, presenting it to the squire, swore, with 
dreadful imprecations, that would blow 
his brains out in an instant ( i ibshaw', un- 
willing to hazard the trial of this experiment, 
turned his back, and fled with great precipi- 
tation , while the robber, whoso horse had 
run aw'ay, mounted Gilbert, and rode off 
across the country It was at this period, 
that two footmen belonging to tlie coach, 
who had staid behind to take their morning’s 
whet at the inn where they lodged, came U(p 
to the assistance of the ladies, armed w^itli 
blunderbusses , and the carnage proceeded, 
leaving Timothy alone in distraction and de- 
spair He knew not which way to turn, and 
was afraid of remaining on the spot, lest the 
robbers should come back, and re\enge 
themselves upon him for the disappointment 
they had undergone In this distress, the 
first thought that occurred, was to make the 
best of his way to the town, and demand the 
assistance of the civil magistrate towards 
the retrieval of what he had lost , a design 
which he executed in such a manner, as 
justly entailed upon him the imputation of 
lunacy 

While Timothy stood fronting the win- 
dow, and answering the interrogations of his 
master, he suddenly exclaimed, — ** Bodikms ' 
tliere’s Gilbert and sprung into the street 
with incredible agility There finding his 
ed companion brought back by one of 
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the footmen who attended the coach, he im- 
pnnted a kiss on his forehead , and hanging 
about his neck, with the tegrs m ins eyes, 
hailed his return with the fbllowmg saluta- 
tion — ‘*Art thou come back, my darling'^ 
ah Gilbert, Gilbert ' a pive upon thee » thou 
hadst like to have been a dear Gilbert to me ' 
how couldst thou break the heart of thy old 
friend, who has known thee from a coU'^ 
seven years next grass have 1 fed thee and 
bred thee , provided thee with sweet hay, 
delicate corn, and fresh litter, that thou 
mought lie warm, dry, and comfortable 
Ha’n’t I currycombed thy carcass till it was 
as s^eek as a sloe, and cherished thee as the 
apple of mine eye f for all that thou hast 
played me a hundred dog’s tncks , biting 
and kicking and plunging, as if the dG\il was 
in thy body , and now thou could’st run away 
with a thief, and Iqavc me to be flayed alive 
by meastcr w hat canst thou say for thyself, 
thou cruel, hard-hearted unchristian tuoad'^” 
To this tender expostulation, which afforded 
much entertainment to the boys, Gilbert an- 
swered not one word , but seemed altogether 
insensible to the cdrcsscs of Timotlw, vvho 
forth\A iLh led him into tlie stable On the 
whole, he seems to have been an unsocial 
animal , for it does not apnear that he ever 
contracted any degree of intimacy, even with 
Bronzomarle, during the whole course of 
their acquaintance and fellowship On the 
contrary, he has been more than once known 
to signify his aversion, by throwing out be- 
hind, and other cruptnc marks of contempt 
for that elegant charger, w ho excelled him as 
rau( h in personal merit, as hts rider Timo- 
thy was outshone by his all-accoinplished 
master 

Wlule the squirc^ai conimodated Gilbert in 
the stable, the knight sent for the footman 
who had brought him back , and, having pre- 
sented him with a liberal acknowledgement, 
desired to know m what manner the horse 
had been retrieved 

The stranger satisfied him in this particu- 
lar, by giving him to understand, that the 
highwayman, perceiving himself pursued 
ai ross the country, plied Gilbert so severely 
with whip and spur, that the animal resented 
the usage, and being besides, perhaps, a little 
struckewith remorse for having leff his old 
friend Crabshaw, suddenly halted, and stood 
stock still, uotw^ithstanding all the stripes 
and tortures he uiiderw< nt or if he moved 
at all, It was in a retrograde direction The 
thief, seeing all ins endeavours ineffectual, 
nd himself in danger of being overtaken, 
wisely quitted his acquisition, and fled into 
the bosom of a neighbouring wood 

Then tlie knight inquired about the situa- 
tion of the lady in the coach, and offered 
himsolf as her guard and conductor , but 
was ^old that she was already safely lodged 
m the house of a gentleman at some distance 
f-om tlie road He likewise learned that she 
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was a person disordered in her senses, under 
the care and tuition of a widow lady her re- 
lation, and that in a day or two they should 
pursue their journey northward to the place 
of her habitation 

After the footman had been some time dis- 
missed, the knight recollected that he had 
forgot to ask the name of the person to 
whom he belonged , and began to be uneasy 
at this omission, which indeed was more in- 
teresting than he could imagine for an cx- 
lanation of this nature would in all likcli- 
ood, have led to a discovery, that the lady 
m the coach was no other than Miss Aurelia 
Darnel, who seeing iiiin unexpectedly in 
such an equipage and attitude, as he passed 
the coach (for his helmet was off), had 
screamed with surprise and terror, and faint- 
ed away Nevertheless, when she recovered 
from her swoon, she concealed the real 
cause of her agitation, arfd none of her at- 
tendants were acquainted ivith tJic person 
of Sir Lauiic elot 

The circumstances of the disorder under 
which she was said to labour, shall be re- 
vealed in due course In the mean tune, our 
adventurer, though unaccountably iffccted, 
never dreamed of such an occurrence , but 
being very much fatigued, resolved to in- 
demnify him&( If for the lo&s of last night’s 
repose and this happened to be one of the 
few things in which Crabshaw fell an am- 
bition to follow his master’s example 


CHAPTER IX 

Which may serve to show that true •patriot- 
tsm IS of no party 

• 

The knight had not enjoyed his repose above 
two hours, when he was disturbed by such a 
variety of noises, as might have discomposed 
a brain of the firini <flt texture Tlie rumbling 
of carriages, and the rattling of liorses feet 
on the pavement, was intermingled with loud 
shouts, and the noi&e of fiddle, French-honi, 
and bagpipe A loud peal was hoard ringing 
in the cimrcli-tower, at some distance, while 
the inn resounded wuth clamour, confusion, 
and uproar 

Sir Jjauncelot being thus alarmed, f^arted 
from his bed, and running to the window^ 
beheld a cavalcade of persons well mounted, 
and distinguished by blue cockades TIif*y 
were generally attired like jockeys, with gold- 
lai edliats and buckskin breeches, and one of 
them bore a standard of blue silk, inscribed 
in white letters,— » Liberty and the landed 
interest,” He who rode at their head was 
a folly figure, of a flond complexion and roand 
belly, seemingly turned of fifty, and, m all 
appearance, of a choleric dispobiiion As 
they approached the nmrket-place, they 
waved their hats, huzra’d, and cried aloud, 
— No foreign connections '—Old England 


for ever This acclamation, however, 
not so loud or universal, but that our adven- 
turer could distinctly hear a counter-cry from 
the populace, of— “ No slavery, — No popish 
pretender an insinuation so ill relished by 
the cavaliers, that they began to ply their 
horsewhips among the multitude, and were, 
in their turn, saluted with a discharge or 
rolley of stones, dirt, and dead cats , m con- 
sequence of w hich some teeth were demo 
lishfd, and many surtouts defiled 

Our adventurer’s attention was soon called 
off from this scene, to contemplate another 
procession of people on foot, adorned with« 
bunches of orange ribands, attended by a 
regular band of music, playing—** God save 
great George our king,” and headed by a thin 
swarthy personage, of a sallow aspect, and 
large goggling eyes, arched over with two 
thick semicircles of hair, or rather bristles, 
jet black, and frowzy His apparel was very 
gorgeous, though his address was very awk- 
waro, he was accompanied by the mayor, re- 
corder, and heads of the corporation, in their 
formalities His ensigns were known by the 
inscription, — ** Liberty of conscience, and 
the protestant succession and the people 
saluted him as he passed with repeated cheers, 
that seemed to prognosticate success He 
had particularly ingratiated himself WMth the 
good women, who lined the street, and sent 
forth many o|aculatory petitions in his favour 

Mir Launcelot immediately comprehended 
the meaning of this solcmnit} he perceived 
It was the prelude to the election of a mem- 
ber to represent* the county in parliament, 
and he was seized with aii eager desire to 
know the names and characters of the com- 
petitors 

In order to gratify this desire, he made 
repeated applications to the bell-rope that 
depended from the ceiling of his apartment , 
but this produced nothing, except the repe- 
tition of the words, — looming, sir,” which 
e( hoed from three or four different corners 
oftlie house The waiters were so distracted 
by a variety of calls, that they stood inotion- 
Icbs in the state of the schoolman’s ass be- 
tween two bundles of hay, incapable of 
determining where they snould first offei 
their attendance 

Oiir knight’s patience was almost ex- 
hausted, when Crabshdw entered the room, 
in a very strange equipage one half of his 
face appeared close shaved, and the other 
covered with latlier, while the blood trickled 
in two rivulets from his nose, upon a barber’s 
cloth that was tucked under his chin, he 
looked grim with indignation, and under hm 
left arm camc^d hib cutlass, unsheathed 
Where he had acquired so much of the pro- 
fession of knight-errantry we shall not pre- 
tend to determine , but certain it is, he fell 
on hiB knees before Sir Launcelot, crymg, 
with an accent of gnef and distraction, — “ In 
the name of St Georgo for England, I bqg a 
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Bir Knight, and thy compltance I de- 
mand, before the peacock and the ladies ** 
Sir Launcolot, astonished at this address, 
replied, in a lofty Btraiii<-*‘* Valiant squire, 
thy boon is granted, provided it doth not 
contravene the law s of the land, and the con- 
stitutions of chivalry ” “ Then I crave 

leave,” answered Crabshaw, “ to challenge 
and defy to mortal combat that caitif barter 
who hath left me in this piteous condition , 

. and 1 vow by the peacock, that t wilf not 
shave my beard, until I have shaved his head 
from hiB slioulders so may 1 thrive in the 
•occupation of an arrant squire ” 

Before his master had time to inquire into 
particulars, they were joined by a decent 
man m hoots, who was likewise a traveUer, 
and had seen the rise and progiess of Timo- 
thy's disaster He gave the knight to under- 
stand, that Crabshaw had sent for a barber, 
and already undergone one half of the ope- 
ration, when the operator received the long- 
expected message from both the gentlemen 
who stood candidates at the election The 
double summons w'as no sooner intimated to 
him, tlian he threw down his bason, and re- 
tired with precipitation, leaving the squire in 
the suds Timothy, incensed at this deser- 
tion, followed him with equal celent} into 
the street, where he eollared the shaver, and 
insisted upon being entirely trimmed, on pam 
of the bastinado The other, finding himself 
thus arrested, and hav ing no time to spare 
tor altercation, lifted up Ins fist, and dis- 
charged it upon the snout of Crabshaw% with 
such force that the unfortunate aggressor 
was fain to bite the ground, while the victor 
hastened away, in hope of touching the 
double wages of corruption 

The knight being informed of these circum- 
stances, told Timothy with a smile, that he 
should have liberty to defy the barber , but, in 
the mean time, he ordered him to saddle 
Bronzomarte, and prepare for immediate 
•5crvice While the squire was thus em- 
ployed, his master engaged m conversation 
with the stranger, who happened to be a 
London dealer travelling for ciders, and was 
well acquainted with the particulars wdiu h 
our adventurer wanted to know 
It was from this communicatii e tradesman 
he learned, that the competitors were Sir 
Valentine QnicKset and Mr Isaac Vander- 
pelft , the first a mere fox-hunter, w^ho dc- 
}»cnded for success in tlhs election upon his 
interest among the high-fl\ing gentry, the 
other a stock-jobber and contrac I or, of foreign 
extract, not without a mixture of Hebrew 
blood, immensely ricli, who was counte- 
nanced by his grace of , and supposed 

to have distnbuted large sums m securing a 
majority of votes among the yeomanry of the 
country, possessed of small freeholds, and 
copyholders, a great number of which last 
resided in this borough He said these were 
^Ki9<inrally dissenters and weavers , and that 
66 * 


the mayor, who was himself a manufacturer, 
had received a very considerable order fm 
exportation, m consequence of which it was 
believed he would support Mr Vanderpeltl 
with all his influence and credit 

Sir Launcelot, roused at this intelligence, 
called for his armour, which being buckled 
on in a hurry, he mounted his steed, attended 
by Crabshaw on Gilbert, and rode immediately 
into the midst of the multitude by which the 
hustings were surrounded, just as Sir Valen- 
tine Quickset began to harangue the people 
from an occabional theatre, tormed of a plank 
supported by the upper board of the public 
stocks, and an inferior rib of a wooden cage 
Itched also for the accommodation of pett} 
chnquents 

Though the singular appearance of Sir 
Launcelot at first attracted the eyes of all 
the spectators, yet they did not fail to yield 
attention to the speech of his brother knight. 
Sir Valentine, which r^n in the following 
strain — Gentlemen vreeholders of this here 
county, I shan’t pretend to meake a vine 
vlounsiiing speecli — I’m a plain spoken man, 
as you all know I hope I bhall always speak 
my mamd without vear or vavour, as the 
zaying is ’Tis the way of the Quicksets — 
we are no upstarts, no vorrcigners, nor have 
we onv Tew ish blood in our veins , we have 
lived in this here neighbourhood time out 
of mind, as you all know , and possess an 
estate of vivc thousand clear, w'hich we spend 
at whoaui, among you, in old Englibh hos- 
pitality — All my vorevathers have been par- 
liament-mcn, and I can pro\p that ne’er a 
one o’um gave a zingle vote tor the court 
since the revolution Vor my own peart, I 
value not the ministry three sLps of a louse, 
as the zaying is — I ne’er knew but one 
minister that was an bonost roan , and vor 
all the rest, 1 care not if they were hanged 
as high as Hainan, with a pox tii’on — I am, 
thank (lod, a \ree-bom, true-hearted Eng- 
lishman, and a loyal, thof unw^ortliy son of 
the church — \or all they have done vor 

H r, I’d vain know what they have done 

vor the church, with a vengeance — vor my 
own peart, I hate all vorrcigners, and \or- 
reign measures, whereby this poor nation is 
broken-backed with a dismal load ot debt , 
and t&cs rise so high that the poor cannot 
get bread Gentlemen vreeholders of this 
county, I \alue no minister a vig’s end, d’ye 
see, it vou w'lll vavour me with your votes 
and interest, whereby I may be returned, 
I’ll engage one half of my estate that I never 
cry yea to vour shillings in the pound, but 
will cross the rmmslry in every thing, as in 
duty bound, and as becomes an honest vree- 
holder in the ould interest — ^but, if >ou sell 
your votes and your country for hire, you will 
be detested m this here world, and damned 
in the next to all eternit) , so I leave rveiy 
man to his own conscience,” 

This eloquent oration was received by Ins 
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own friends with loud peals of applause 
whicbf however, did not discourage his com- 
petitor, who, confident of his own strength, 
ascended the rostrum, or, in other words, an 
old cask, set upright for the purpose Having 
bowed all round to the audience, with a smile 
of gentle condescension, he told them how 
ambitious he was of the honour to represent 
tins county in parliament , and how happy 
he found himsc If in the en< ouragement of 
his friends, who had so unanimously agreed 
to support his pretensions He said, over 
and abo\c the qualification he iiossosscd 
among them, he had fourscore thousand 
pounds in his pocket, which he had acquired 
by commerce, the support of the nation, un- 
der the present happy establishment, in de- 
fence of which he was ready to spend the 
last farthing lie owned himsdf a faithful 
subject to his majesty king George, sincerely 
attached to the pi otc slant succession, m dc- 
testation and defiance of a popish, an ah- 
lured, and outlaw pretender, and declared 
that he would CAhaust his substance and his 
blood, if necessary, in mairtaming the prin- 
ciples of the glorious revolution “ This,” 
cried he, ** is the solid basis and foundation 
upon which I stand ” 

These last words had scarce proceeded 
from his mouth, when the head of the barrel 
or puncheon on which he stood, being frail 
and infirm, gave way so that down he went 
with a crash, and in a twinkling disappeared 
from the eyes of the astonished beholders 
The fox-liunters, perceiving his disaster, ex- 
claimed, in the phrase and aecont of the 
chase, — “Stole away’ stole away’” and, 
with hideous vociferation, joined m the s) i- 
van chorus which the liunters halloo when 
the hounds are at fault 

The disaster of Mr Vandcrpelft was soon 
repaired by the assiduity of his friends, who 
disengaged lain from the barrel in a trice — 
hoisted him on the slioulders of four strong 
weavers, and, resenting the unmannerly ex- 
ultation of their antagonists, began to form 
themsehes in order of battle 
An obstinate fray would liave undoubtedly 
ensued, had not their mutual indignation 
given way to tlicir cunosity, at the motion of 
our kmght, w ho had advanced into the middle 
between the two fronts, and waving hio hand 
as a signal for them to give attention, ad- 
dressed himself to them, with graceful de- 
meanour, in these worcls,—** Countrymen, 
fnends, and fellow-citizens, you are this day 
aseftmibled to determine a point of tlie utmost 
coiUN^ueooo to yourselves and your posie- 
Ipofct that ought to be determined by 
i Weapons than bnital force and fac- 

tSodv elamour You, the freemen of Eng- 
land* aWf the basis of that excellent consti- 
tciUQO which hath long flourished the object 
of envy andiadmiTatioti To you belongs 
the of choosing a dele- 

gate proparqt jjPptefl to represent you m 


the high court of parliament This is yojui:, 
birthright, inherited from your ancestors, 
obtained by their courage, and sealed with 
their bloodf It is not only your birthright 
which you should maintain, in defiance of all 
danger, but also a sacred trust, to be executed 
with the most scrupulous care and fidelity 
The jierson whom you trust ouglit not only 
to be endued with the most inflexible integ- 
rity, but should likewise possess a fund of 
knowledge that may enable him to art as a 
part of the legislature He must be well 
a( quamted with the history, the constitution, 
and the laws of his country , he must under^ 
stand the forms of business, tlio extent of 
the royal prerogative, the privilege of par- 
liament, the detail ot’ government, the nature 
and regulation of the hnances, the diifcrept 
branches of commerce, the politics that pre- 
vail, and the connections that subsist among 
the diflferent poweis of Europe , for on all 
these subjects the deliberations of a housr* 
of commons occasionally turn but tliesc 
great purposes will never be answered by 
electing «n illiterate savage, scarce qualified, 
in point of understanding, to act as a country 
justice of peace , a man who has scarce evei 
travelled beyond the excursion of a fox 
chase, whose conversation never ramble-. 
further than liis stable, his kennel, ond hi> 
bnm-yard, who rejects decorum as degone 
racy, mistakes rusticity for independence, 
ascertains Ins courage by U aping over gate-, 
and ditches, and founds his trunnph on teuo 
ot drinking who holds his estate by ,i fo( 
tions tenure proicsscs himself tlie bhnd 
slave of a party, without knowing the prin- 
ciples that gave it birth, or ilie motives bv 
winch It 18 actuated, and thinks that all 
patriotism consibls in railing indibcnminatcly 
jl ministers, and obstinately opposmg every 
measure of the administration Such a man, 
with no evil intentions of his own, might bf 
used as a dangerous tool in the hands of a 
desperate faction, by scattering the seeds of 
disaffection, embarrassing the wheels of gov- 
ernment, and reducing the whole kingdoni 
to anarchy ” 

Here the knight was interrupted by the 
shouts and acclamations of the Vanderpcli- 
ites, who cried aloud,— “Hear him’ hear 
him * long life to the iron-eased orator ” 
This clamour subsiding, he prosecuted his 
harangue to the following effect 

“ Such a man as I have described may be 
dangerous from ignorance , but is neither so 
mischievous nor so detestable as the wxjlch 
who knowingly betrays his trust, and sues to 
be the hireling and prostitute of a weak and 
worthless minister a sordid knave, without 
honour or principle, Who belongs to no 
family, whose example can reproach him 
With de^neracy, who has no country to 
command Ins respect, no friends to engage 
his affection, no religion to regulate his mo- 
rals, no conscience to restrain his imqt^y _ 
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J^nd who worships no god but Mammon , an tians, as fi^-born Britons and fellow-citi- 
insinuating miscreant, who undertakea for zens , but I perceive you ere a pack of vena], 
the dirtiest work of the vilest administra- infamous scoundrels, and; I will treat you 
tion who practises national usury, receivmg accordingly ” So saying, he brandished his 
by wholesde the rewards of venality, and lance, and ndmg into the thickest of the 
distributing the wages of corruption by re- concourse, laid about him with such dex- 
tail ” terity and effect, that the multitude Was im- 

In this place our adventurer’s speech was mediately dispersed, and he retired without 
drowned in the acclamations of the fox-hunt- further molestation 

ers, who now triumphed m their turn, and The same good fortune did not attend 
hoicksed the speaker, exclaiming,-— ‘^dATell Squire Crabshaw in his retreat The ludi- 
opened Jowler— to’tm, tu'un again. Sweet- crous singularity of his features, and the 
lips ' hey, Merry, Whitefoot *” After a half mown crop of hair that bristled from 

• short interruption, he thus resumed his dis- one side of his countenance, invited somt 
course wagb to make merry at his expense , one of 

« When such a caitiff presents himself to them clapped a furze-bush under the tail of 
you, like the devil, with a temptation m his Gilbert, who, feeling himself thus stimulated 
hand, avoid him as if he were in fact the apostertorif kicked, and plun^d and capered 
devil — It IS not the offering of dismterested in such a manner, that Timothy could hardly 
love , for what should induce him, who has keep the saddle In this commotion he lost 
no affections, to love you, to whose persons his cap and his periwig, while the rabble 
he IS an utter stranger ^ Alas ' it is not a pelted him in such a manner, that before ho 
benevolence, but a bribe Ho wants to buy could join his master, he lookdd like a pillar, 
you at one market, that he may sell you at or rather a pillory of mud 
another Without doubt his intention is to 
make an advantage of his purchase , and this 

aim ho cannot accomplish, but by bacrihcing, CHAPTER X 

m some sort, your intorcs', your independ- 

ercy, to the wicked designs of a minister, as Which showrih that he who plays at hoioh 
he ( an expect no gratification for the faithful will sometimes meet with rubbers 
discharge of his duty But, even it he should 

not find an opportunity of selling you to ad- Sir LAur^^FiOT, boiling with indignation 
vantage, the crime, the slianie, the infamy, at the venality and faction of the electors, 
will still be the same in >ou, who, baser ihan | whom he had harangued to so little purpose, 
the most abandoned probtitules, have sold j retired with the most deliberate disdain to- 
yourselves and your nostenty for hire — ^for a wards one of the gales of the tow'n, on the 
paltry price, to be refunded with interest by outside of wdiich his curiosity w as attracted 
bome minister, who will indemnify himself by a concourse of people, in the midst of 
out of your own pockets , for, after all, you whom stood Mr Ferret, mounted upon a 
are bought and sold with your own rnongy — stool with a kind of satchel hanging round 
the miserable pittance you may now reeSve, his neck, and a phial displayed m nis righ» 
is no more than a pitcher full of water thrown hand, while he held forth to the audience in 
to moisten the sucker of that pump which a very vehement strain of elocution 
will drain you to the bottom l4et me there- Crabshaw^ thought himself happily dc 
fore advibe and exhort you, my countrymen, livered when he reached the suburbs, and 
to avoid the opposite extremes of the igno- proceeded without halting , but his master 
rant clown and the designing courtier, and mingled wuth the crowd, and heard the ora- 
choose a man of honesty, intelligence, and tor express himself to this effect 
moderation, who will” — ” Very likely you may undervalue me and 

The doctrine of moderation was a very my medicine, because I don’t appear upon a 
unpopular subject in such an assembly , and stage of rotten boards, in a shabby velvet 
accordingly tiiey rejected it as one man They coat and tie-pqnwig, with a foolish mllow in 
began to think the stranger wanted to set a motley coat, to make you laugh by making 
up for himself, a supposition that could not wry faces but I scorn to use these dirty arts 
fail to incense both sides equally, as they for engaging your attention These paltry 
were both jealously engaged in their respec- tncks ad captandum vtdgus can have no 
live causes The wbigs and the tones effect but on ideots , and if you are ideots, 
joined against this intruder, who, being nei- I do*nt desire you should be my customers 
Hier, was treated like a monster or chimera m Take notice, 1 don't address you in the style 
politics They hissed, th^^y hooted and they of a mountebank, or a high German doctor , 
hallooed , they annoyed him with misales of and yet the kingdom is ftill of mountebankb, 
dirt, sticks, and stones , they cursed, they empirics, and quacks We have quacks in 
threatened and reviled, tilj at length his pa- religion, quacks in physic, quacks in lav', 
tience was exhausted quacks m politics, quacks in patnotism, 

“ Ungrateful and abandoned miscreants *” quad sin government High-German quacks, 

Jbfjkcned, 1 spoke to you os men and chris- that havemistered, sweated,, bled, and purged 
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nation into an atrophy Bat tbia 19 niH 
a|] , they have not only evacuated her into a 
coneumption, but they have intoxicated her 
brain, until she le become delirious , she can 
no longer pursue her own interest, or indeed 
r^htly distinguish it Like the people of 
Nineveh, she can hardly tell her right hand 
from her left ; but, as a changeling, is daz- 
zled and delighted by an tgntsjatuw, a WiU- 
o’-the-wisp, an exhalation from the vilest 
materials m nature, that leads her astray 
through Westphalian bogs and deserts, and 
Will one day break her nepk over some bar- 
ren rocks; or leave her sticking in some 
H — ^-~^n pit or quamire For my part, if 
ou have a mind to betray your country, I 
ave no objection In selling yourselves and 
your fellow-citizens, you only dispose of a 
pack of rascals who deserve to be sold — ^if 
you sell one another, why should 1 not sell 
this here elixir of longlife, which, if properly 
used, will protract your days till you shall 
have seen yoifr countiy ruined ^ 1 shall not 
* pretend to disturb your understandings, which 
are none of the strongest, with a hotchpotch 
of unintelligible terms, such as Aristotle’s 
four principles of generation, unformed 
matter, privation, efficient and final causes 
Anstotle was a pedantic blockhead, and still 
more knave than fool The same censure 
we may safely put on that wiseacre Dios- 
condes, with his faculties of simples, his 
semmal, specific, and principal virtues and 
that crazy commentator Galen, with his four 
elements, elementary qualities, hia eight 
complexions, his harmonies and discords 
Nor shall I expatiate on the alkahest of that 
mad scoundrel Paracelsus, with which be 
pretended to reduce flints into salt , nor the 
archtem or sptrttus rector of that visionaiy 
Van Helmont, his simple, elementary water, 
his ffoSf ferments, and transmutations , nor 
shall I enlarge upon the salt, sulphur, and 
oil, the acidum va^m, the mercury of me- 
tals, and the volatilized vitriol of other 
modem chemists, a pack of ignorant, con- 
ceited, knavish rascals, that puzzle your weak 
heads with such largoti, just as a German. 

ized in r throws dust in your eyes, by 

lugging in and ringing the changes on the 
balance of power, the protestant religion, 
and your allies on the continept, acting like 
the juggler, who picks your pockets, while 
he dazzles your eyes and amuses your fancy 
with twirling Ins fingers, and reciting the 

S nsh of hocm pocus, for, in fact, the 
C 6 ot power 18 a mere chimera As for 
the protestant religion, nobody gives himself 
nqy trouble about it, and allies on the con- 
tinent we have none, or at least nope that 
would raise an hundred men to save us from 
perd^on, unless we paid an extravagant 
price for their assistance But, to return to 
this here ehxir of long hfe, I might embellirii 
t With a great many high sounding epithets , 
out 1 disdain to ffillow the example of every 


illiterate vagabond, that from idleness turne^ 
quack, and advertises his nostrum m the 
public papers I am neither a felonious dry- 
salter returned from exile, an hospital stump- 
tum^r, a decayed staymakcr, a bankrupt 
printer, or insolvent debtor, released by act 
of parliament I did not pretend to admin- 
ister medicines without the least tincture of 
letters, or suborn wretches to peijure them- 
selves in false affidavits of cures that were 
nev^ performed , nor employ a set of led- 
captains to harangue m ray praise at ail 
public places I was bred regularly to the 
profession of chemistry, and have tried all* 
the processes of alchemy , and 1 may ven- 
ture to say, that this here elixir is, m fact, 
the ckruseon pepuromenon ek puros, the 
visible, glorious, spiritual body, from whence 
all other beings derive their existence, as' 
proceeding from their father the sun, and 
their mother the moon, from the sun, as 
from a livmg and spmtual gold, which is 
mere fire, consequently the common and uni- 
versal first created mover, from whence all 
moveable things have their distinct and par- 
ticular motions , and also from tlie moon, as 
from the wife of Jhe sun, and the common 
mother of all sublunary things And for as 
much as man is and must be the compre- , 
hcnsive end of all creatures, and the micro- 
cosm, he IS counselled in the Revelation to 
buy gold that is thoroughly fired, or rather 
pure fire, that he may become rich and like 
the sf^n , as, on the contiary, he becomes 
poor when he abuses the arsenical poison , 

So that his silver, by the fire, must be cal- 
cined to a caput mortvumf which happens 
when he will hold and letain the menstruum, 
out of which he- partly exists, for his own 
projiprty, and doth not daily offer up the 
same m tiie fire of the sun, tnat the woman 
may be clothed witli the sun, and become a 
sun, and thereby rule over the moon , that 
18 to say, that he may get the moon under 
his feet Now this here elixir, sold for no 
more than sixpence a phial, contains the 
essence of the alkahest , the archseus, the 
cathoheon, the menstruum, the sun, the moon, 
and, to sum up all m one word, is die true, 
genuine, unadulterated, unchangeable, im- 
maculate, and specific chrusem pepurome- 
non ek puros ” 

The audience were vanously affected by 
this learned oration Some of those who fe- 
voured the pretensions of the whig candi- 
date, were of opinion, that be ought to be 
punished for his presumption, in reflecting 
so scumlously on ministers and measures 
Of this sentiment was our adventurer, thougli 
he could not help adminng the courage of 
the orator, and owning withm himself that 
he had mixed some melancholy truths with 
his scurrility. • 

Mr Ferret would not have stood so long 
in his rostrum unmolested, had not he cun- 
ningly chosen his station unmediatelv wid 
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Jbut the junsdiction of the town, whose 
magistrates therefore could not take cogni- 
zance of his conduct , but Application was 
made to tlie constable of the other parish, 
while our nostrum-monger proceeded in his 
speech, the conclusion of which produced 
such an effect upon his hearers, that his 
whole cargo was immediately exhausted He 
had just stepped down from his stool, when 
the constable with his staflT arrived, and took 
. him under bis gindance Mr Ferret on^this 
occasion attempted to interest the people 
in his behalf, by exhorting them to vindicate 
•the liberty of the bub)ect against buch an act 
of oppression , but finding them deaf to the 
tropes and figures of his elocution, he ad^ 
dressed himself to our knight, reminding 
him of his duty to protect the helpless and 
the injured, and earnestly boliciting his in- 
terposition 

;Sir Launcelot, without making the least 
reply to Ins entreaties, resolved to see the 
end of this adventure , and, being joined by 
his squire, follow ed the prisoner at a distance, 
measuring back the ground he had travelled 
the day before, until he reached another 
small borough, where Ferret was housed in 
the common prison 

While he sat a-horscback, deliberating on 
the next step he should take, he was accost, 
tid by the voice of Tom Clarke, who called, 
in a whimpering tone, through a window 
grated with iron, — “ For the love of God, 
Sir Launcelot, do, dear sir, bo so good as to 
take the trouble to alight, and come up 
stairs — I have something to communicate, 
of consequence to the community in general, 
and you in particular — Praj do, dear sir 
knight I beg a boon in the name of St Mi- 
chael and St George for England ” 

Our adventurer, not a little surprised at this 
address, dismounted without hebitation and, 
being admitted to the common jail, there 
found not only his old friend Tom, but also 
the undo, sitting on a bench, with a woollen 
night-cap on his head, and a pair of specta- 
rl(3S on his nose, reading very earnestly in a 
book, which be afterwards understood was 
entitled, — “ The Life and Adventures of Va- 
lentine and Orson ” The captain no sooner 
saw his great pattern enter, than he rose, 
and received him with the salutation of— 
“What cheer, brother***' and, before the 
knight could answer, added these words — 
“ You see how the land lies — here have Tom 
and I been fast ashore these fbur-and-twenty 
hours , and this berth we have got by at- 
tempting to tow your galley, brother, from 
the enemy’s harbour — Adds bobs » if we had 
this here fellow whoreson fora consort, with 
all our tackle in order, brother, we’d soon 
show ’em the topsail, slip our cable, and 
down with their barricadoes But, bowsom- 
ever, it don’t signify talking — ‘patience is a 
good stream- anchor, and will hold, as the 
18— but, damn my — as for the matter 
4 Z* 


of my boltspnt Heark^e, hearkye, brother 
— damn’d hard to engage with three at a 
time, one upon my bow, one upon my quar- 
ter, and one right ahead, rubbing and drub- 
bing, lying athwart hawse, raking fore and 
aft, battering and grappling, and lashing and 
clashing — adds heart, brother — crash went 
the boltspnt— down came the round-top— up 
with the dead-lights — 1 saw nothing but the 
stars at noon— lost the helm of my seven 
senses, and down 1 broached upon my broad- 
side ” 

As Mr Clarke rightly conceived that hie 
undo would need an interpreter, he began 
to explain these hints, by givmg a circum- 
stantial detail of his own and the captain’s 
disaster 

He told Sir Launcelot, that, notwithstand- 
ing all his persuasion and remonstrances, 
Captain Crowe insisted upon appearing in 
the character of a knight-errant , and, with 
that view, had set out nom the public house 
on the morning that succeeded his vigil in 
the church that upon the highway they had 
met with a coach containing two ladies, one 
of whom seemed to be under great agitation , 
for, as tliey passed, she struggled with the 
other, thrust out her head at the window, 
and said something which he could not dis- 
tinctly hear that Captain Crowe was struck 
with admiration of her unequalled beauty, 
and he (Tom) no sooner informed him who 
she w as, than he resolved to set her at liber- 
ty, on the supposition that she w^as under 
restraint, and in distress that he according, 
ly unsheathed his cutlass, and riding after 
the coach, commanded the driver to bring to 
on pain of death that one of the servants, 
believing the captain to be a highwayman, 
presented a blunderbuss, and in all probability 
would have shot him on the spot, had not he 
(the nephew) rode up, and assured them the 
gentleman was non compos that notwith- 
standing his intimation, all the tliree attacked 
him w ith the butt-ends of their horse-whips, 
while the coach drove on, and, although he 
laid about him wnth great fury, at last brought 
him to the ground, by a stroke on the tem- 
ple that Mr Clarke himself then interposed 
m defence of his kinsman, and was also 
severely beaten , that two of the servants, 
upon Application to a justice of the peace, 
residing near the field of battle, had granted 
a warrant against the captain and nis ne- 
phew, and, without examination, committed 
them as idle vagrants, after having seized 
their horses and their money, on pretence 
of their being suspected for highwaymen 
“ But as there was no just cause of suspi- 
cion,” added he, “ I am of opinion the jus 
tice IS guilty of a trespass, and may be sued 
hr Jalsum tmpruonamentvm^ and consider- 
able damages obtained , for you will please 
to observe, sir, no justice has a right to com- 
mit any person till after due examination , 
besides, we were not committed for an as- 
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atid battery, mdtta qutrela^ nor as 
Wtt&deriag lunatics by tbe statute, wbo, to be 
fiurei may be apprehended by a jiisUce’s war** 
rant, and locked up and cbamed, if necessary, 
or to be sent to their last legal settlement , 
but we were committed ^ vagrants and sus- 
pected highwaymen Now, we do not Ml 
under the description of vagrants , nor did 
any circumstance appear to support the sus- 
picion of robbery , for, to constitute robbery, 
there must be something taken , but here 
nothing was taken but blows, and they were 
upon compulsion Even an attempt to rob, 
without any taking, is not felony, but a mis- 
demeanour To be sure, there is a taking 
in deed, and a taking in law , but still the 
robber must be in possession of a thing 
stolen , and we attempted to steal ourselves 
away •**-^My uncle, indeed, would have re- 
leased the young lady vt et armts, had his 
Strength been equal to his inclination , and 
in so doing I would have willingly lent my 
asBistoDLe, both from a desire to serve such 
a beautiful young creature, and also in re- 
gard to your honour, for 1 thought I heard 
her call upon your name 

Ha ! how ! what * whose name say, 
speak— Heaven and earth cried the knight 

with marks of the most violent emotion 
Clarke, terrihed at his looks, replied , — ** 1 
beg your psrdon a thousand Umes, I did not 
say positively she did speali those words, but 
1 apprehended she did speak tliem Words, 
wht^ may be taken or interpreted b) law in 
a general or common sense, ought not to re- 
ceive a strained or unusual construction , 
and ambiguous words — ’’ Speak or be 

dumb for ever exclaimed Sir Launcelot, in 
a terrific tone, laying his hand on his sword, 
** what young lady, ha * what name did she 
call* upon,” Clarke, falling on his knees, 
answered not without stammering, — “ Miss 
Aurelia Darnel , to the best of my recollec- 
tion, she called upon Sir Launcelot Greaves ” 
** Sacred powers cried our adventurer, 
“ which way did the carriage proceed 
When Tom told him that the coach quitted 
the post-road, and struck away to the right 
at full speed, Sir Launcelot was seized with 
a pensive fit , his head sunk upon his breast, 
and he mused in silence for several minutes, 
with the most melancholy expression his 
countenance, then recollecting himself, he 
assumed a more composed and cheerful air, 
and asked several questions with respect tq 
tlie arms on the coach, and the hvenes worn 
by the servants It was m the course of 
tSas interrogation that he discovered he had 
actually conversed with one of the footmen, 
Wfco had brought back Crabshaw’s hoiee , a 
o^ieumstance that filled him with anxiety and 
chegiin, as he had omitted to inquire the 
ntahio of his master, and the place to which 
the coach was travelling , though, in all pro- 
babil!ty„ had he made those inquiries, he 
Would tmve ireceived very little satis&ction, 


there being reason to think the servants weic^ 
enjoined secrecy. 

The knight, m order to meditate on 'this 
unexpected .adventure, sat down by his old 
friend, and entered into a reverie, which 
lasted about a quarter of an hour, and might 
have continued longer, had it not been in- 
terrupted by the voice of Crabshaw, who 
bawled aloud,— “ Look to it ray masters — as 
you brew you must drink — this shall be a 
deaf day’s work to some of you , for my part, 

I say nothing — ^the braying ass eats little 
grass— one barber sbaves not so close, but 
another finds a few stubble — you wanted to 
catch a capon, and you’ve stole a cat — he 
that takes up his lodgings in a stable, must 
be contented to lie upon litter ” 

The knight, desirous of knowjng the cause 
that prompted Timothy to apothegmatize m 
this manner, looked through the grate, and 
perceived the squire fairly set in the stocks, 
surrounded by a mob of people When he 
called to Iqm, and asked the reason of this 
disgraceful restraint, Crabshaw replied, — 

There’s no cake, but there’s another of the 
same make — who never climbed, never fell 
— after clouds conies clear weather ’Tis 
all long of your honour I’ve met with this 
preferment, no drservings of my own, but 
the interest of rny master Sir knight, if 
you will flay the justice, hang the constable, 
release your squire, and burn the town, your 
name will be famous in story , but, if you 
are content, I am thankful Two hours are 
soon spent in such good company , m the 
mean time, look to ’uu jailor, there’s a frog 
in the stocks ” 

Sir Launcelot, incensed at this affront 
offered to his servant, advanced to the prison 
door, but found it fast locked , and when he 
called to the turnkey, he was given to under- 
stand that he himself was a prisoner* Enraged 
at this intimation, he demanded at whose 
suit, and was answered tlirough the wicket, 
— ** at tlic suit of tlie king, in whose name I 
will hold you fast, with God’s assistance ” 

The knight’s looks now began to lighten , 
he rolled his eyes around, and, snatching up 
an oaken bench, which three ordinary men 
could scarce have lifted from the ground, he, 
in all likelihood, would have shattered the 
door in pieces, had not he been restrained by 
the mteipoBition of Mr Clarke, who intreated 
him tn have a little patience, assuring him 
he would suggest a plan thtit would avenge 
himself amply on the justice, withopt any 
breach of the peace ** I say the justice,” 
added Tom, ** because it must be his doing 
He 18 a little petulant sort of a fbllow, igno- 
rant of the law, guilty of numberless irregu- 
lonties, and, if properly managed, may, for 
this here act of arbitrary power^ be not only 
cast in a swinging sum, but even turned out 
of the commission ^with disgrace ” 

This was a very seasonable hmt , in con- 
sequence of wbich the bench was softly 
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|laced, and Captain Crowe deposited the 

" poker, with which he had armed himself to 
second the efforts of Sir Launoelot They 
now, for the first time, perceived that Ferret 
had disappeared , and, npon inquiry, found 
that he was in fact the occasion of the 
knight’s detention and the squire’s disgrace 

CHAPTER XI 

* Desenj^twn of a modem magtstrate 

l^r extricating himself from his present em- 
barrassment, he desired to be better ac- 
fjnainted with the character and circumstances 
of the justice by whom he had been conlined, 
and likewise to understand the meaning of 
his own detention To be informed m this 
last particular, he renewed his dialogue witli 
the turnkey, who told him through the grate, 
that Ferret no sooner perceived him in the 
jail, without his offensive arms, which he had 
left below, than he desired to be earned be- 
fore the justice, where he had given infor- 
mation against the knight, as a violator of 
the public peace, who strolled about the 
coimtiy with unlawful arms, rendering the 
higliways unsafe, encroaching upon the free- 
dom of elections, putting Jus majesty’s liege 
subiects in fear of their lives, and, in ail 
probability, harbouring more dangerous de- 
signs under an affected cloak of lunacy 
Ferret, upon this information, had been re- 
leased, and entertained as an i vidence for 
the king, and Crab^haw iias put into the 
stocks as an idle stroller 

Sir liduncelot, being salished m these 
particulars, addressed himself to Ins fellow 
pnsoners, and begged they would communi- 
cate what they knew respe< ting the worthy 
magistrate, wno had been so premature in 
the execution of Ins office This request was 
no sooner signified than a crew of naked 
wretches crowded around him, and, like a 
t ongregation of rooks, opened their throats 
all at once, in accusation of Justice Gobble 
The knight was moved at this scene, which 
he could not help companng, in his own 
mind, to what Would appear upon a much 
more awful occasion, when the cnes of tlie 
widow and the orphan, the injured and op- 
pressed, would be uttered at the tribunal of 
an unerring Judge, amnst the villainous and 
insolent authors of their calamity 

When he had, with some difficulty, quieted 
their clamours, and confined his interroga- 
tion to one person of a tolerably decent ap- 
pearance, he learned, that Justice Gobble, 
whose father was a tailor, had for some time 
served as a loumeyman hosier in London, 
where he had picked up some law terms, by 
conversing with hackney writers and attor* 
ney’s clerks of the lowest order, that, upon 
Uie, death of his master, he bad insinuated 


himself into the good graces of the widow, 
who took him for her Jiusband* so tliat he 
became a person of some consideralmn, and 
saved money apace ; that his increas- 
ing with his substance, was reinforced by the 
vanity of his wife, who penuaded him to re- 
tire from business, that they might live gen- 
teelly m the country , that his Sither dying, 
and leaving a couple of houses m this town, 
Mr Gobble had come down with his lady to 
take possession, and liked tlie place so well, 
as to make a more considerable purchase in 
the neighbourhood, that a certain peer being 
indebtS to him in the large way of his busi- 
ness, and either unable or unwilling to pay 
the m ney, had compounded the debt, by 
inserting his name in the commission , since 
which penod, his own insolence, and his 
wife’s ostentation, had exceeded all bounds , 
that, in the execution of his authority, he had 
committed a thousand acts of cruelty and 
injustice against the poorer sort of people, 
who were unable to call him to a proper 
account , that his wife domineered with a 
more ridiculous, though less pernicious usur- 
pation among the females of the place , that, 
m a word, she was the subject of continual 
mirth, and he the object ot universal detes- 
tation 

Our adventurer, though extremely well 
disposed to believe what was said to the pre- 
judice of Gobble, would not gi;e entire credit 
to this descnption, without first inquiring 
into the particulars of his conduct He 
therefore asked the speaker, what was the 
cause of his particular complaint “ For my 

own part, sir,” said he, “ I lived in repute, 
and kept a shop in this here town, well fur- 
nished with a great \aricty of articles All 
the people in the place w ere my cubtomers , 
but what I and man> others chiefiy depended 
upon, was the extraordinary sale at two 
annual customary fairs, to which all the 
country people in the neighbourhood resorted 
to lay out thur money I had employed all 
my stock, and even engaged my credit, 
procure a large assortment of goods for the 
lemmas market , but having given my vote, 
ill the election of a vestry-clerk, contrary to 
the interest of Justice Gobble, he resolved to 
work my ruin He suppressed the annual 
fairs, ^ which a great many pecmle, espe- 
cially publicans, earned the best of their sub- 
sistence The country people resorted to 
another town 1 was overstocked with a 
load of pcrishahlo commodities, and found 
myself deprived of the best part of my home 
customers, by tlie ill nature and revenge of 
tbo justice, who employed all his mfiueiu o 
among the common people, making use of 
tlireats and promises to make them desert 
my shop, and pve their custom to aiioHu r 
person, whom ne settled in the same business 
under my nose Being thus dzhoblcd from 
making punctual payments^ my commodities 
Spoiling* and my wife breaking her heart, 1 
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t^w negligent and careleBs, took to dnnk- 1 hngs, was passed to her husband’s settlemei]^ 
ing), and my affairs went to wreck Being m a different part of the country 
one daj^in liquor, and provoked by the fleers A stout squat fellow, rattling with chains, 
and taunts of the man who had set up against had just taken up the ball of accusation, when 
me, I struck him at his own door , upon Sir Launcelot was startled with the appear- 
which 1 was earned before the justice, who once of a woman, whose looks and e^uipa^ 
treated me with such insolence, that I became indicated the most piteous distress. She 
desperate, and not only abused him in the seemed to be turned of the middle age, was 
execution of his office, but also made an of a lofty carnage, tall, thm, weather^ieateD, 
iittempt to lay violent hands upon hia person and wretchedly attired ‘her eyes were in- 
You know, SIT, when a man 4 S both drunk flaiped with weeping, and her looks displayed 
and desperate, he cannot be supposed to have that wildness and peculiarity which denote 
any command of himself 1 was sent hither distraction Advancing to Sir Ijogncolot, 
to jail My creditors immediately seized she fell upon her knees and, clasping he 
my effects , and, as they were not sufficient hands together, uttered the following rhap- 
to discharge my debts, a statute of bank> sody in the most vehement tone of affliction 
ruptcy was taken out against me so that “ Thrice potent, generous, and august 
here 1 must he, until they think proper to emperor, here lot my kneqs cleave to the 
sign my certificate, or the parliament shall earth, until thou shall do me justice on that 
please to pass an act for the relief of insol- inhuman caitiff, Gobble Let him disgorge 
vent debtors ” my substance, which he hath devoured , let 

The novt person who presented himself in him rc&tore to my widowed arms my child, 
the crow d of accusers, was a meagre figure, my boy, the deliglit of my eyes, the prop ot 
with a green apron, wlio told the knight that iiiy life, the staff of my sustenance, whom he 
lie hud kept a public house in town for a hath torn from my embrace, stolon, betrayed 
dozen of years, and enjoyed a good trade, sent into captivity, and murdered ’-behold 
which was in a great measure owing to a these bleeding wounds upon hia lovely breast’ 
skittle-ground, m which the best people of sc e how thej mangle his lifeless corse ’ 
the place diverted themselves occasionally Horror’ give mo iny child, barbananf ’ hib 
that Justice Gobble, being disobliged at his head shall lie upon his Suky^s bosom — she 
refusing to part with a gelding which he had will embalm him with her tears Ha’ plunge 
bred for his own use, first of all shut up the him in the deep ’ shall my boy then float in 
skittle-ground , but finding the publican still a watery tomb — Justice, most mighty cm- 
kept his house open, he took care tliat he peror ’ justn e upon the villain who hath 
should be deprived of Ills licence on pretence niincHl us all ’ May heaven’s dreadful ven- 
Ibat the number of ale-houses was too groat, geance overtake him ’ may the keen storm 
and that this man had been bred to another of adveisity strip him of all his leaves and 
employment The poor publican, being thus fruit ’ may jieace forsake his mind, and rest 
deprived of his bread, was obliged to try the be banished from his pillow, so that all his 
stay-making business, to which he had served days shall be filled with reproach and sorrow, 
an apprenticeship, but being very ill qnali- and aH Ins nights be haunted with horror 
hod for tins profession, he soon fell to decay, and remorse ’ may he be stung by jealousy 
and contracted debts, in conbequen»^e of without cause, and maddened by revenge 
which be was now in prison, where he Iiad without the means of execution ’ may all his 
no othei support but vvliat arose from the offspring be blighted and consumed, like the 
labour of Ins wife, who had gone to service mildewed ears of corn, except one that shall 
The next prisoner who preferred his com- grow up to curse his old age, imd bring his 
plaint against the unngliteous judge, was a noary head with sorrow to the grave, as he 
poacher, at whose practices lustice Gobble himself has proved a curse to me and mine 
iiaii for some years connived, so os even to The rest of the prisoners, perceiving the 
screen him fiom punishment, in considera- knight extremely shocked at her misery and 
non of b( mg supplied with game gra{,^s, till hornd imprecation, removed her by force 
It length he was disappointed by accident from his presence, and convoyed her to 
Tlifo lady had invited guests to an entertain- another room , while our adventurer under- 
incnt, and bespoke a hare, which the poacher went a violent agitation, and could not for 
undertook to furnish He laid his snares some minutes compose himself so well as to 
iccordingly over night , but they w'erc dis- inquire into the nature of this wretebeu crea- 
covered, and taken away by the gamekeeper ture’s cal.imity 

of the gentleman to vvfioin the ground be- The shopkeeper, of whom he demanded 
hmged All the excuses the poacher could this satisfiiction, gave him to understand that 
make pioved incffoctual in appeasing the she was born a gentlewoman, and had been 
resentment of the justice and his wife, at well ediu ated , tnkt she married a curate, 
bring thus diocoucertcd Measures were who did not long survive his nupt.als, and 
taken to detect the delinquent in the exercise afterwards became the wife of one Oakley, 
of illicit occupation , he was committed a farmer m opulent circumstances, that, 
to safe Cl stody, and his wife, With five bant- after twenty years cohabitation with hfr 
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#ui^me 4 looses by the die- 
te«>pat 90o»g the ceUle, es hd could not 
re|N& j imd that tbie retfereo of forteoe was 
« eq|Hpoeed tohavohaet^nedlved^ 

^ ^i^jk ^Dg a womaO of epim, determmed 
to kM island loaioi^ the farm, with the 
eeaMwiSkeo rf ad oftly ed»> a aery pmmiBing 
y<m% Who W«e tidready xantraeusd in mar* 
mge wWht^ diwighter of another s\ oalthy 
farttibA the motbor had a proepgc t of 
** retrioVihlif theWfiMi of her family, a hen ait 
her hoped Wwe daehed and deatroyed by a 
^ t^^cutluna pt< 3 WB which Mrs Gobble conceived 
Htfainst the young iarmcr^e ei^eetheart, Mrs 
^an Sedgemour This young woman 
clmncing tone at a country assembly, a nere 
the grave*d^gger of the parish acted as master 
of uie ceremomob, was called out to dance 
before Miw Gobble, who happened to be there 
piescnt also with lier mother The circum- 
stance was construed into an unpardonable 
affront by the justice’s lady, who abused the 
’ director m the most opprobrious terms for 
his insoienee and ill-manners, and, ictiring 
in a storm of pasaion, vowed rexenge against 
the eaoey '^ho hud piesumrd to vio in 
gentdiw WJlh ]|liss Gobble The ^ufatice 
enlwwviiato her resentnuut The gravc- 
diggorlp^ his place , and Suhy’s lover, young 
OaStoyr^vas jfirossed for a boldior Before 
Ins mother could take any stepb foi his dts- 
chaige, he was hurried away to the Ea«^t 
Indies, bjuthe industry and contrivance* of 
the ja^iCe. Foot Suky w ept and pined until 
she feu into a coob *ii)ption The forlorn 
widow, being tuus dcprjied ot her son, was 
ovorwhclmef with grief to such a degree, 
that shh could no longti inanairo h<r <on- 
cerns Evory thing went baciwaid^', sh< 
ran in arrears with her landh r<l , and the 
prospect of bankruptcy aggravated her afHic- 
lion, while it added to her incapacity lu 
the xbHlst of these disas>troits cIrcumstelUi^, 
news emvod that her son Greaves had lo«>t 
hts life lA jL sea tngugement with the enemy , 
and these almost instantly depmed 

her of raasob Then the landlord seized for 
his renU she was arrested at the suit of 
Ju&tioe Gobble* whp bad bought up one of 
her debts zn order to distress her, and now 
pretended ihat her madness was ibigned 
When the napie ofOrcave^ w as mentioned, 
our adveattbWr staited and i hanged coloui , 
and, now the story was ended, asked, with 
marks ^o(mg»r emotion, if the name of the 
wotnanM husband Wtt«< not Wilford 

When iSHijjiyp&oner answered in the affirma- 
tive, he ^'681* Uji and sinking his breast,— 
** Good heaven'*’' cried be, ** the very woman 
who watched over my infancy, and even 
nourished me yriUi hor milk ^ — She was my 
mothee’a fnend Aks * poor Doro- 

thy ’ how your old mistress grieve to 
see her fav<lwt0 m this miserable condition ^ 
While he pronennoed these word^, to the 
dktoniabnj»M of the heaieie, a tear stole 
67 


softly down each lohdak^ ThOh he desired 
to know if the pooir iUffi’lotervalB 

of reason , and 
she was ajways quiet, 
to have the 086 of her MM, 
she watt dufiiurbed hf some extiMdiikary 
noise, or when any person touched cQfon her 
misfortune, or mentioned i]ie name of her 
opprMor, m aft which cases ishe ktarted out 
inta egtrava^ce and frenzy They like- 
Whio imputed groat part of the disorder to 
llie want of imiet, proper food, and necos- 
enmB, with wmoh she wa<« hut pooWy sup- 
plied by the cold hand of chance cbaiTty 
Our adventurer was exceeuingJy afiected ov 
the distresBof this woman, whom he rc»solv(d 


to relieve ; and in proportion as Ins commis- 
eration was ekcited, his resontnii.n'l rose 
agaiust the miscreant, who seemed to have 
in«nuuated himself into the commission of 
the peace on purpose to harass and oppress 
his fellow-creatures 

ThuH animated, he entered into ,.onsuIta- 
tion with Mr Thomas Clarke concerning tlie 


f^teps be should take, hrst for their deliver- 
ance, and the u for prt><>Cf utmg and punishing 
the justice In result of this confereric e, the 
knight called aloud for the ]ailor, and de- 
mand! d to '‘Ce a copy of Ins commitment, 
that he might know the cause ot hxs impn- 
boiiment, and ofier bail , oi, lu case that he 
should be refused, move for a writ of habeas 
corpus The jailor told him tlu cop/ of the 
*Mit should be forthcoming, but, after he 
had waited some time, and repeatou the de- 
mand before witncpse**, it was not jet pro- 
duced Mr (Harkc then, m a solemn tom, 
gave the ]ailoi to u«d*^rstand, that an officer 
refusing 10 doli.cr a true copy ot tlie com- 
mitment warraiit, wa«« liable to tlie forfeiture 
of one hundred pounds for the hrsl offence, 
ai d for the second to a f >rlt. iturc of tw ici 


that buin, ksidbb being dihahicd from e\e- 
cuting Ins offic c 

Indeed it was no easy matter to comply 
with Sir Launcelot’s demand , for no w arrain 
had been granted, nor was it new in the 
powtrot the ]URtiro to remedy this defect, 
Ub lili Ferret Jiad taken himself awav pn- 
vatrly without having communicated the 
iiani^aiid designation of the pmonrr . a cir- 
cimislance the mere mortifying to the lailor, 
as Ik perceived the extraoramary re«ip<it 
whuh Mr Clarke and the captain paid to 
the knight, and was now fully con intrd 
that he would be dealt with according to 
law Dnsorderod with these reflectionb, 1 e 
imparted theua to the justice, who had m 
vain caused search to be made for Fcrnt, 
and v/as now extremely well mchued to 
the knight and hie fuenda at liberty, though 
he did not ell suspect the qualitv and mi- 
portatice adventurer. lie < mild not, 
hovveter, Mbt the t^^qrtation of dj‘^pliving 
the authowfy of hie office, and therefore 
on’ered tha pnaoners to be brought before 
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his tnhhzia), that, in the capacity of a znagis. | 
irate, he give them a severe reproof^ | 
and proper caution with respect to their 
future behaviour 

They were accordingly led through the 
street in procession, guaiied by the consta- 
ble and his gang, fbllowed by Crabshaw, who 
had by this time been released from tiie 
stocks, and surrounded by a crowd of people, 
attracted by cunoefity When they arrived 
at the justice^B house, they were detained 
for some time in the passage , tlien a voice 
was hoard, commanding 9ie constable to 
bring in the prisoners, and they were intro- 
duced to the hall of audience, where Mr 
Gobble sat m mdgment, with a cnnibon velvet 
night-cap on Ins head , and on his right hand 
appeared his lady, puffed up W’lth the pride 
and insolence oi her husband’s office, fat, 
frowry, and not over clean, well stricken in 
yean*, without the least vestige of an agree- 
able A^ature, having a rubicund nose, ierret 
eyes, and impenous aspect The justice 
himself was a little, affected, pert png, who 
endeavoured to solemnize his countenance 
by assuming an air of consequence, m which 
pride, impudence, and folly, were strangely 
blended lie aspired at nothing so muc n as 
the character of an able spokesman, and 
took all opportunities of holding forth at 
vestry and quarter-sessions, as well os in the 
administration of liis office in private lie 
would not, therefore, let slip this occasion 
of exciting the admiration of his hearers, and, 
in an authoritative tone, thus addressed our 
adventurer ^ 

“ The laws of this land has provided — I 
says as how provision is made by the lawb 
of this here land, in rr\erence to<lclinquem8 
and mauefuctors, whereby the king’s peace 
IS upholdcn by we magistrates, who repre- 
sents iiib majesty’s person bettor than in e’er 
a contagious nation under the sun , but,liow- 
sonicvcr, that Uierc king’s peace, and tins 
here magistrate’s authority, cannot be ade- 
quacy and identically upheld, if so be as 
how criminals escapes unpunished Now, 
friend, you must’ be confideiitious in your 
own mind, as you are a notorious cnnnnal, 
who have tiespasscd again the laws on divers 
occasions and importunities , if 1 had a mind 
to exercise the rigour of the law, acc^^rding 
to the authority wherewith I am wasted, you 
and your companions in iniquity would be 
sewerely punished by the statue, but we 
magistrates has a power to litigate the so- 
wenty of justice, and so 1 am contented that 
you should be mercifully dealt withal » and 
•even dismissed ” 

To this harangue the knight replied, with 
solemn and deliberate accent,—** If I under- , 
stand your meaning aright, I am accused of I 
being a notorious cnminal , but nevertheless 
you ore contented to let me escape with im- 
punity If I am a notorious cnmmal, it is 
the duty of you, as a magistrate, to bring 


me to condign punishment , and if you alloi^ 
a cnminal to escape unpunished, you are not 
only unworthy of a place in the commission, 
but become accessory to his guilt, and, to 
all intents and purposes, so^ms crtmtnts 
With respect to your proffered mercy, I shall 
decline the favour, nor do 1 deserve any 
indul^nco at your hands , for, depend upon 
it, I »iall show no mercy to you in the steps 
I injlend to take for bnnging you to justice 
I understand that you have necn long hack- 
neyed in the ways of oppression, ana I have 
seen some living monuments of your inhu- 
manity — of that hereafter I myself have 
been detained in prison, without cause as- 
signed I have been treated with indignity, 
and insulted by jailors and constaMes , led 
through the streets like a felon, as a spec- 
tacle to the multitude, obliged to dance 
attendam c in your passage, and afterwards 
branded with the name of notorious cnminal 
1 now demand to see the information m con- 
sequence of which 1 was detained m pnson, 
the copy of the warrant of commitment or 
detainer, and the face of the person by whom 
1 was accused I insist upon a compliance 
with these demands, as the privileges of a 
British subject , and if it is refused, I shall 
seek redress before a higher tribunal,” 

The justice seemed to bo not a little dis- 
turbed at this poremutory derlaratfon, which, 
howTver, had no otfier effect upon lus wife, 
but that of enraging her clioler, and infitiming 
her couniennnee ** Sirrah’ sirrah’” cried 
she, **do voii dares to insult a w^orshipful 
magistrate on the bench'’ Can you dtny 
that you arc n vagram, and a dilatory sort 
of a pervoii '* Han’t tlie man with the satchel 
made an affidavy of it'’ If I was my hus- 
band, I’d lay you fast by the heels for your 
resumption, and ferk you with a priminecry 
into the bargain, unless you could give a 
better account ol yourself— I would ” 
Gobble, encouraged by this fillip, resumed 
his petulance, and proceeded in this man- 
ner — “Heark ye, fnend, I might, as Mrs 
Gobble very jusUy observes, trounce you fer 
your audacious behaviour, but 1 scorn to 
take such advantages howrsomever, I s].all 
make you give an account of yourself and 
your companions , for I behove as how you 
arc in a gang, and all in a story, and perhaps 
you may bo found one day m a cord. What 
are you, friend ’ What is your station and 
decree •* I am a gentleman,” replied ^the 
knight “Ay, that is English for a soriy 
fellow,” sold the justice ** Eveiy idle vaga- 
bond, who has neither hopie nor habitation, 
trade nor profession, cleaigiis hunselt a gen- 
tleman But 1 must know how you live ” 
“Upon my means.” ‘•^Whatare your means'’” 
“ My estate ” *• Whence doth it arise 
** JFVom inhentance*” ^ Your estate li^s m 
braes, and that you have inherited from na- 
ture; but do you inherit lands and tene- 
ments ?” ** Yes.” “ But they are neither 
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here nor thorof I doubt. Comn, come, fnend, 
I sball Imn^ 3 r 6 u about presonUy/’ Here 
the ezamiDation was intormpted by the am* 
\al of Mr Fillet the eurg^eon, who chancing 
to pase, and seeing a.erowd about the door, 
went m tq eatisi^ cunoGiity 

^ aiAPTEKXft 

Which shorn there are more ways t9 hiU a 
dog than hanging 

Mr Fillst no sooner appeared in the judg- 
ment-chamber of Justice Gobble, than Cap- 
tain Crowe, seizing him by the hand ex- 
clamied, — ‘'body o* me ’ doctor, thou’rt come 
up 111 the nick of time to lend us a hand in 
putting about We’re a little in the stays 
here— but howsomover we’ve got a good 
pilot, who knows the coast, and can weather 
the point, as the saying is As for the ene- 
my’s vessel, she has had a shot or two al- 
ready athwart her forefoot, the next, 1 do 
suppose, will stnke the hull, and then you 
will see her taken all aback ” The doctor, 
who perfectly understood his dialect, assured 
him he might depend upon his assistance , 
and advancing to the kiiight, accosted him 
in these words Sir Launcelot Greaves, 
your most humble servant — when 1 saw a 
crowd at the door, 1 little thought of finding 
YOU within, treated with such indignity— yet 
1 can’t help being pleased with an opportu- 
nity of proving SiCj esteem and veneration I 
have for your persor and < b'lractcr — ^you 
will do me particular pleaaiiie m command- 
ing my best services ” 

Our adventurer thanked him for this in- 
stance of hiB fnendship, which he told him 
he w'ould use without hesitation , and de- 
sired he would procure immediate bail for 
liim and his two fripuds, who had been im- 
prisoned contrary to law, without any cause 
assigned 

During this short dialogue, the justice, 
who had heajrd of Sir Launcelot’s family and 
fortune, though an utter stranger to his per- 
son, was seized with such pangs cf terror and 
compunction as a grovelling mind may be 
supposed to have fhlt in such circumstances, 
and they seemed to produce the same unsa- 
voury eifeots thatare so humourously deline- 
ated by the inimitable Hogarth, ip print 
of Felix on his tribunal, done m the Butch 
style Nevertheless, seeing Hllet retire to 
execute the knight’s commands, he recol- 
lected himself 80 far as to tell the prisoners^ 
there was no occasaon to give themselves 
any jfluther trouhtot for he would release 
them Without bail or mampnse Then dis- 
carding alHhe insolence frpm his features, 
and assuming an aspect of the most humble 
adulation, hp begged the knight ten thousand 
pardons for the ^edoms he had'takcn, which 
were piirtiroly owJing to his ignorance of Sir 


Launcelot’s qnaTi^ ^Yob, I’ll assure you, 
sir,” said tW Wife, "my husband would 
have bit oflT his tongue rather than say black 
IS the wiiite of your eye, if so be he had 
known your capacity Thank God, we have 
been used to deal with gentlefolks, and 
many’s the good pound we have lost by them , 
but what of that Sure we kjioW how to 
behave to our betters Mr Gobble, thanks 
be to God, can defy the whole world to prove 
that he ever said an uncivil word, or did a 
rude thing to a gentleman, knowing him to 
be a person of fortune Indeed, as to your 
poor gentry, and riff-raff, your tag-rag and 
bdb-tail, or such vulgar scoundrelly people, 
he has behaved like a magistrate, and treated 
them with the ngger of authority ” « In 
other words,” said Sie knight, “ he has ty- 
ranized over the poor, and connived at the 
vices of the nch your husband is little 
obliged to you for this confession, wmman ” 

“ Woman *” cried Mrs Gobble, empurpled 
with wrath, and fixing her hands on her 
sides by way pf defiance, “I scorn your 
words Marry come up, woman * quotha , 
no more a woman than your worship ” 
Then bursting into tears, — “ Husband^’ con- 
tmued she, “ if you had the soul of a louse, 
you would not suffer me to be abused at this 
rate , you would not sit still on the bench 
and hear your spouse called such contempti- 
ble epitaphs Who cares for hib title and his 
knightship^ 'ioii and 1, husband, knew' a 
tailor that was made a knight , but, thank 
God, I have noblemen to stand by me with 
their privileges and b<»roguctifs ” 

At this instant Mr Fillet returned with bis 
fnend, a practitioner in the law, who freely 
offered to join in bailing our adventurer, anJl 
the other two prisoners, tor any sum lhat 
should be required The justice," perceiving 
the affair began to grow more and more sen- 
ous, declared that be would discharge the 
warrants and dismiss the prisoners 
Here Mr Clarke interposing, observed, 
that against the knight no warrant had been 
granted, nor any information sworn to ; con- 
sequently, as tlie justice had not complied 
with the form of prdceoding directed by 
statute, the imprisonment was coram non 
judtee, void “ Right, sir,” said the other 
lawyeft “ if a justice commits a felon for 
tnai, without binding over the prosecutor to 
the assizes, he shall be fined ” And again,” 
cned Clarke, ” if a justice issups a warrant 
for comrmtment, where there is no accusa- 
tion, action Will lie against the justice ’* 
“Moreover,” replied the stranger, “if a 
justice of peace la guilty qf any nusdemean- 
our in hiRr ofece, information lies against 
him in banco tegts^ where he shall be pun- 
ished by fine .and imprisonment ” “ And 
besides,” leaumi^ the accurate Tom, “ tlie 
same cquttwiU^nt an information against 
a justice of peaces on motion, for sending 
even a i^Vantito the house of correction or * 
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conunon jail without sufficient ciiaae^’ 
“ Troe^** exclaimed the other limb of the 
law^ ** and, fo»- contempt of law, attachments 
may be had o^amst justices of peace tn banco 
re^w. a justice of the peace was fined a 
thousand marks for corrupt practices 

With these w ords, advancing to Mr Clarke, 
he shook him by the hand, with the appella- 
tion of brother, saying, — I doubt the pistice 
has got into a cursed hovel ** Mr Gobble 
himself seemed to be of tiie same opinion 
Ue changed colour several times during the 
remarks w^hich the lawyers had made , and 
now, declaring the gentlemen were at libertj , 
begged, m the most humblq phrase, that the 
company would eat a bit of mutton with him, 
and after dinner the affair might be amica- 
bly compromised To tins proposal our ad- 
venturer replied, m a grave and resolute 
tone,— “ If your acting in tJie commission as 
a justice of the peace concerned my own 
particular only, perhaps I should wave any 
further inquiry, and resenf your insolence 
no other way but by silent contempt If I 
thought the errors of your administration 
proceeded from a good intention, defeated 
by want of understanding, 1 should pity your 
Ignorance, and, in compassion, advise you 
to desist from acting a part for which you 
are so ill qualified, but the preposlerous 
conduct of such a man deeply affects the 
interest of the community, especially that 
part of It which, from its helpless situa- 
tion, 18 the more entitled to our protection 
and assistance I am moreover convinced, 
that your misconduct is not so much the 
consequence of an uninformed head, as the 
poisonous issue of a malignant heart, devoid 
of humanity, inflamed with pride, and rank- 
ling with revenge The common prison of 
this little town is filled with tJie miserable 
objects of your cruelty and oppression In- 
stead of protecting the helpless, restraining 
the bauds of violence, preserving the public 
tranquillity, and acting as a father to the 
poor, according to tht intent and meaning 
of that institution cl wdiich you are an un- 
worthy member, vou have distressed the 
widow and the orphan, given u loose to all 
the insolence ot office, embroiled your neigh- 
bours by fomenting suits and animosities, 
and played the tyrant among tlie indigent 
and forlorn You have abused the authonty 
with which your were invested, entailed a 
STproach upon your office, and instead of 
being revered as a blessing, you are detested 
a curse among your fellow-creatures 
This indeed is generally the case of low fel- 
lowgj, who are thrust uito the magistracy 
wilhput sentiment, education, or capacity 
Am^ other instances of your iniquity, tliere 
IS now in prison an unhappy woman, infi* 
nicely your eupenor m the advantages ofl 
blftb* sense, and education, whom you have, 
eten without provocation, persecuted to ruin 
anrf 4i^traoUon, after having illegally and m- 


humanly kidnapped her only child, and ex- 
ceed mm to a violent death m a foreign 
land Ah, caitiff' if you werd to ffitegq all 
the comforts of life, distribute your means 
among the poor, and do the seyereat penance 
that ever priestcraft prescribed, for the rest 
of your days, you could not atone ibr the 
rum of that hapless family aYanwly throngh 
whose Bides you cruelly and perfidiously 
stabbed the heart of an innocent young wo- 
man, to gratify the pride and dtaliolical 
malice of that wretched low-bred woman, 
who now Bits at your right hand as the asso- 
ciate of power and presumption Ob' if 
such a despicable reptile shall sunoy man- 
kind with impunity, if such a contemptible 
miscreant shall have it in' his power to do 
such deeds of inhumanity and oppression, 
what avails the law ' Where is our admired 
constitunon, the freedom, tho security of the 
subject, the boasted humanity of the British 
nation * Sacred heaven » if there was no 
human institution to take cognizance of such 
atrocious crimes, 1 would listen to the dic- 
tates ot eternal justice, and, arming myself 
with the nglit ot nature, exterminate such 
villains from the face of the earth 
These last words he pronounced in suth a 
strain, while his eyes lightened with indig- 
nation, that Gobble and nib wife underwent 
the most violent agitation the constable’s 
teeth chattered in his head, the jailor trem- 
bled, and the whole audience was over- 
whelmed with consternationr 
After a short paube, Sir Launcelot pro- 
ceeded in a milder strain — Thank Heaven, 
the laws of ^his country have exempted mo 
from the disagreeable task of such an execu- 
tion To them we shall have immediate 
recourse, m three separate actions against 
you tor false imprisonment , and any other 
person who has been injured by your arbi- 
trary and wicked proceedings, m me shall 
find a warm protector, until you shall be ex- 
punged from the commission with disgrace, 
and have made such retaliation os your cir- 
cumstances will allow for the wrongs you 
have done the community ” 

In order to complete the mollification and 
terror of the justice, the lawyer, whose name 
was Fenton, declared, that, to his certain 
knowledge, these actions would be reinforced 
With divers prosecutions for corrupt practices, 
which had lain dormant until some person of 
courage and influence should take the lead 
against Justice Gobble, who was the more 
dreaded, as he acted under the patronage of 
Lord Sharpington By this time fear had 
deprived the justice and his helpmate of tiie 
faculty of speech Iffiey were indeed almost 
petrified with dismay, and made no effort to 
speak, when Mr Fdlet. in the rear of the 
knight, as he retired with his company, took 
his leave of them m these words — And 
now, Mr Justice, to dinner with what appe- 
tite you may ” 
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Our adrenturer, thou|rl} warmly invited to 
Mr Eentmi’a ’Jbouae, repaired to the public 
um, where he thought be ebcmldbe more at 
hua eoEte, fully deternulied to poniah and de- 
pose Gobble from hie msupstracy* to effect a 
general tail dehvei^ of all the debtors whom 
lie had ih coadnement, and m particu- 
lar, to rescue poor Mra Oakley from the 
miserable circumstances in which she was 
involved 

In the mean time he insisted upoif enter- 
taining lus friends at dinner, during Which 
many sallies of sea^wit and good numour 
passed between Captam Crowe and Doctor 
Fillet, which last had |U8t returned firom a 
iieiglibouring village, whither he was dum- 
moned to a man's yard arm, which had 
sjiapt m the slings Their enjoyment, how- 
ever, Was suddenly interrupted by a loyd 
scream from the kitchen, whither Sir l^aun- 
celot imn^ediately sprung, with equal eager- 
ness and agility There he saw the land- 
lady, who was a woman in years^ embracing 
a man dressed in a sailor's jaeket, while she 
exclaimed,—** It is thy own flesh and blood, 
so sure as I’m a living soul Ah » poor 
Greaves, poor Greaves, many a poor heart 
has grieved for thee To this salutation 
the youth replied^*— ** I’m sorry for that, mis- 
tress* How does poor mother how does 
Suky Sedgernoor 'i” 

The good w oinan of the house could not 
help shedding tears at these interrogations , 
while Sir Launcelot interposing, said, not 
without emotion,—** I perceive you are the 
son of Mrs Oakley Your mother is in a 
bad state of health, but in me vow wull find a 
real parent ” Pereeu ing that the }oung man 
eyed him with astonishment, he gave him to 
understand that his name was Launcelot 
Greaves 

Oakley no sooner heard these words pro- 
noiinccd, than he fell upon his knees, and 
seizing the knight’s hand, kissed it eagerl>, 
trying,—** God foreVer bless your honour, 1 
am your name-son, sure enough — but what 
of that I can earn my bread without being 
beholden to any man 

When the knight raised him up, he turned 
to the woman of the house, saying, — “I 
want to see mother* Tm afhtid as how^ 
tunes are hard with her , and 1 have saved 
tome money for her use *’ This instance of 
filial duty brought tears into the eyes of our 
adventurer, who assured him his mother 
should be carefully attended, and w ant for 
nothing . but tliat it would be very improper 
to see her at present, as the surpnse might 
shock her too much, considering that she 
believed him dcod ** Ey, indeed,” cried the 
landlady, ** we were all of the same opinion, 
being, as the report w ent that poor Greaves 
Oakley was killed in battle ” ** Lord,^ mis- 
tress, said Oakley, ** there wa’n’t a word 
of truth m It, ril assure you What, d’ye 
-hiiijr Fd teli a he about the matter ^ Hun 
5 A* 


1 was, to be sure, bat that don’t signify , we 
gave ’em as good as they brought, and so 
parted Well, if so be 1 can’t see mother, 
I’ll go and have some chat with Snky What 
d’ye look so glum for ^ she an’t married, is 
she ** No, no,” replied the woman, ** not 
mamed, but almost heart-broken^ Since 
thou w^a&t gone she has done nothing but 
sighed, and wept, and pined herself unto a 
decay. Fm a&aid thou hast come too late 
to save her life ” 

Oakley’s heart was not proof against this 
information Bursting into tears, he ex- 
claimed, — ** O my dear, sweet, gentle Suky* 
have I then lived to be the death of W 
whom I loved more than the whole world 
He would have gone instantly to her father’s 
house, but Was restrained by the knight and 
his company, who bad now joined him in the 
kitchen 

The young man was seated at table, and 
gave them to understand, that tlie ship to 
which he belonged having arrived in Eng- 
land, he was indulged with a month’s leave 
to see hts relations , and that lie had received 
about fifty pounds in wages and prize-money i, 
After dinner, just as they began to deliberate 
upon the rneasuies to be taken against Gob- 
ble, that gentleman arrived at the mn, and 
humbly craved admittance Mr Fillet, struck 
with a sudden idea, retired into another 
apartment with the joung farmer , while the 
pistice, being admitted to the company, de- 
i lared that he came to propose terms of ac- 
commodation He accordingly oftered to 
ask pardon ol Sir Launcelot m tlie public 
papers, and pay fitU pounds to the poor of 
the parish, 8-^80 atonement for his rnisbeha. 
vioiir, provided the kmght and his friends 
would grant him a general release Our ad- 
venturer told him, he would willingly wave 
all personal concessions , but, as the case 
concerned the communitv , he insisted upon 
his leaving off acting in the commission, and 
making satisfaction to tlie parties he had in- 
jured and oppres-ed Tins declaration in- 
troduced a discussion, in the Oourse of which 
the justice’s petulance began to revive , 
when Fillet, entering the room, told them he 
had a reconciling measure to propose, it Mr 
Gobble would for a few mmutes withdraw' 
He rdfee up immediately, and Was shown into 
the room which Fillet had jxrepared for his 
reception While he sat musing on this 
untoward adventure, so big with disgrace 
and disappointment, young Oakley, accord- 
ing to the instructions he had received, ap- 
peared all at once before him, pointing to a 
gliastly wound, which the doctor had painted 
on bis forehead The apparition no sooner 
presented itsqlf to the eves of Gobble, than, 
taking It for grknted it was the spirit of the 
oung farmer whose death he had occa'^ioned, 
0 roared iLlotid-¥-** Lord have mcrc> upon 
us aaud fell insensible on the floor There 
bein^ fettiid by the company, to whom Fillet 
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had tmmunicated his contnvance, he Was 
conveyed to bed where he lay some time 
before he recovered the perfect use cf hjs 
eenses Then he earnestly desired to see 
the knight, and assured him he was ready 
to comply with his terms, inasmuch as he 
beheved he had not long to live Advantage 
was IIP mediately taken of this salutary dis- 
position He bound himself not to act as a 
justice of the peace, in any part of Great 
Britain, under the penalty of fi\e thousand 
pounds He burned Mrs Oakley's note, 
paid the debts of the shopkeeper , undertook 
to compound those of the publican, and to 
settle him again in business , and, iinally, dis- 
charged them all from prison, paying the 
dues out of his own pocket These steps 
being taken with peculiar eagerness, he was 
removed to his own house, where ho assured 
his wife he had seen a \jsion that prognosti- 
cated his death , and had immediate recourse 
to the curate of the parish for spiritual con- 
solation 

The most interest mg part of the task that 
now remained, was to make the widow’^ Oak- 
ley acquainted with her good fortune, in such 
a manner as might least disturb her spirits, 
already but too much discomposed For 
this purpose they chose the landlady, w ho, 
after having received proper directions how 
to regulate her conduct, Msited her in per- 
son that same evening Finding her quite 
calm, and her reflection quite restored, she 
began with exhorting her to put her trust m 
Providence, which would never forsake the 
cause of the injured widow and fatherless 
she promised to assist and befriend her on 
all occasionb, as far as her abilities w^ouJd 
reach she gradually turned the conversation 
upon the familv of the Greaves , and by dc- 

C informed her, that Sir Iiauncelot, 
gleamed her situation, was determined 
to extricate her fiom all her troubles Per- 
ceiving her astonished, and deeply affected 
at tins intimation, slie artfully shifted the 
discourse, recommended resignation to the 
divine will, and observed, that this circum- 
stance seemed to be an carncbt of further 
happiness “ O * I^m incapable of receiving 
more’” cned the disconsolate widow, with 
streamlng^ eyes “ Yet I ought not to be 
surprised at any blessing that flows i’om 
that quarter The family of Greaves were 
always virtuous, humane, and benevolent 
This young gentleman’s mother was my 
dear lady and benefactress he himself was 
suckled at these breasts O* he w^as the 
sweetest, comehest, bcst-conditioncd babe ’ 
I loved not my own Greaves with greater 
aflfeotion— but he, alas * is now no nioie 
Have patience, good neighbour ” said the 
landlady of the White Hart, “that is more 
than you have any nght to aflirin— all that 
you know of the matter is by common re- 
port, and common report is commonly false , 
besides, J can tell you 1 have seen a hst of 


the men that were killed m Admiral P— 
ship, when he fought the Frendb m the Bast 
Indies, and your bon was not in the number**^ 
To this intimation she replied, after a con- 
siderable pause , — ** Don’t, my good neigh- 
bour, don’t feed me with fklse hope My 
poor Greaves too certainly perished an a fo- 
reign land— yet he is happy , — ^had he lived 
to see me in tins qondition, grief would soon 
hav e put a period to his days ” ** 1 tell you 
then,” srica tiie visitant, ho is not dead 
I have seen a letter tiwit mentions his being 
w^ell since the battle You shall come along 
with me— you are no longer a prisoner, but 
bhall live at mv house comfortably, till your 
affairs arc settled to your wish ” 

The poor widow followed her in silent 
astonishment, and was immediately accom- 
modated with neceesaries 

Next morning her hostess proceeded with 
her 111 the same cautious manner, until she 
was assured that her son had returned* 
Being duly prepared, she was blessed with a 
sight of popr Greaves, and fainted away in 
hm arms 

We shall not dw ell upon this tender sicene, 
because it is but of a secondary concern ni 
the history of our knight-errant let it suffice 
to say, their mutual happiness w'ae unspeak- 
able She was afterwards visited by Sir 
Ijaupcelot, whom she no sooner beheld 
than, springing forwards with all theekgei- 
ne«»s of maternal affection, she clasped huri 
to her breast, crying,— “My dear rlnld * iny 
Launcelot ’ my pride ’ my flarling * my kind 
benefactor ’ This is not the first time I 
have hugged you m those arms ’ O’ you 
are the very image of Sir Evoihnrd in hi«i 
youth, but you have got the eyes, the com- 
plexion, the sweetness and complacency of 
my dear and ever-honoured lady ” This 
was not III the strain of hireling praise . but 
the genuine tribute of esteem and admira- 
tion As sucli, it could not but be agreeable 
to our hero, who undertook to procure Oak- 
ley’s discharge, and settle him in a comfoit- 
able farm an his ow^i estate 

In the mean time Greavas went wutli a 
heavy heart to the house of farmer Sedge- 
ropor, wnere he found Suky who had been 
prepared for lus reception, in a transport of 
joy, though very weak and greatly emaciated 
Nevertheless, the return of her sweetheart 
had such a happy eflTect on her constitution, 
that m a few weeks her health was perfectly 
restored 

This adventure of our knight was crowned 
wnth ev'cry happy circumstance that could 
give pleasure to a generous mind The 
prisoners were released, and reinstated m 
their former occupations The justice per- 
formed lus articles from fear, and afterwards 
turned over a new leaf from remorse Young 
palviey was married to Suky, with whom he 
received a considerable portion The new- 
married couple found a farm ready stocked 
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for them oo the ktught^s eetfite » and the 
mother enjoyed t happy retreat m the cha. 
racter of housekeeper at Orcavesbuiy-lkilJ 


CHAPTER Xni 

In which OUT knight ts tantaltzed with a 
transient glmfu of felicity 

Tnp HucccFS of our ad\cntUTer, wAch we 
have particularized m the last chapter, could 
not fail of ezihancingf his character, not only 
among thoi>e who kneiv him, hat aJbo among 
the people of the town, to whom he wa ,0 not 
ail utter stranger The populac e surro mded 
the houht, and testifiifd their approbation m 
loud hu/za& Captain Orou e was m^te than 
e\er inspired vvith \uiic ration for hiff admired 
patron, and moie than ever determined to 
])Uioue his footsteps m the road of chivalry 
Fillft and his friend tin lawyer could not 
help conceiv ing an affbcti m and < v en a pro- 1 
found esteenO) for the exalted viitue, the 
person, and atioriplishments of the knight, 
ddbhod as the} wert with a mixture of ex- 
trav again ^ and insani^V Even Sii Launee- 

1 t hmiscll was elevated to an extraordinary 
dcgiec of self c >tnplaoem\ on the fortunate 
isbuo of 111 advinturo, and lietune more 
and iijoic persuaded that a knight-erranCs 
profesMon night bf exercised, even in Hi g 
iitid, to the adv Ullage of the fornmiiijity 
The only pi rson of the conipanv who seemed 
imaniiiiated with the {.cneial saiisidctionwas 
Mr Thomas Thrive He hsd, not without 

f ood i( ison, lud it down a nmim, that 
niglit f iiantry and madness weic **>nony- 
inous trinib, and that madness, though ex- 
hibited in the most idvantageoub iiid agree- 
able light, Could not change its iiaturt, but 
must continue a jitnei'^ion < f sense to the 
end of lilt chapter 11c pc reeivul the addi- 
tional impiesxiun which tiic biain of his 
uncle liid bustnincd, fiomtlie haprw manner 
ill which the btnevolonce of Sii Launeelot 
had so lately operated , and began to fear it 
would be m a httlc time quiti necesbaiy to 
hive recourse to a eoniraission of lunaC}, 
winch might not onl> d)«*|(race tlie fhtuuy of 
the Cl owes, but aUo tend to invalidate the 
settlement which the captnm bad ahead} 
made in favour of our }oang lawyer 
Perplexed with these cogitations, Mr 
riaike appealed to our adventurer’s own re- 
flection He expatiated upon the bad con- 
bcqaintes that would attend his unete’s 
persever ihce in the execution of a scheme 
ho foreign to hi^ faculties , and entreated 
him, for the love of God, to divert him fioni 
hu purpobe.tither b\ aiguments oi authbrity , 
ab, of all mankind, the knight alone had 
gamed buch an ascendency over las spints, 
tliat he would hsten to Ins esthortationb with 
respect and submission 
Our adventurer was not so mad| but that 


he saw and owned the rationality of tMno \ 
remarka. He readily undertook to employ 
all his influence with Crowe todimmade him 
from his extravagant design , and seized the 
first opportunity of being aJone With the 
captain, to signify bis sentiments on this 
suqect Captain Crowe,*' said he, ‘‘you 
are then determined to proceed in the course 
of kmght-erran^ « I am,” rephed tli« 
seaman, “ with CFod’s hf Ip, d'ye see, and the 
assistance of wind and w catber— ” ** ^hat^ 
dost thou talk of wind and weather 'i” cne^^ 
the knight, in an elevated tone of aSbCted 
transport, “without the help of heaven, in- 
deed, we are ail vanity, inibecilily, weakness, 
and wretchedness, but if thou art resolveii 
to embrace the life of an errant, let me not 
hear thee so inur h as whisper a doubt, a 
wish, a hope, or bentiment, with respect to 
auy other obstacle, w hicU w iitd or weather, 
fire or water, sWord or famine, danger o" 
disappointment, ma) throw m the way of 
thy r ireer When the duty of thv profeso- 
lon calls, thou must singly rush upon innu- 
meriblc hosts of armed men thou must 
storm the breach in the month of batteries 
loaded with diath and destruction, while 
every step thou movtbt, thou art exposed to 
the horrible explosion of subterranean niinob, 
which, being «^pmng, v ill whirl thee alofl in 
tlu air, a manpu d c or-^e, to feed the fowls ot 
heaven, thou hip ii o tb 
diMiial cavtfe and t ivfni n plctf w ith poi 
•^onoub toids and h*ssing btrpents thou 
must phui"'* into hi as of burning sulphu'- 
thou lUnst launch up )U li e ocean in a crarv 
bark, w heii the foaming billows ’nil it»oun 
tainb higli, whin tie lightning flashes, Xht 
thunder rrar^, and the howling tempt bi 
blowb, as if it would commix the jamng 
elementb of air ind water, earth and fire, 
and reduce all nature to the original anan hv 
of chaos 'Phus involved, tliou must turn 
thy prow full against the fuiy of the btomi 
and <dem thi boisterous burge to thy destined 
port, though at tlu distance of a thousand 
leagues— thou must — ” 

‘ \vist, avast, brother,” exclaimed the 
impatient Crowe, “ you \e got into the high 
latitudes, d'} e see — if so be as you bpank it 
away it that late, adad, I can't rontmue in 
tow >a-we must cast off the rope, or Vare 
timbers As for }our 'osta snd breeches, 
and hurling oiofl, d'}c see, ^U£ caves and 
c a> erns, whistlmg tuoade and serpents, burn 
ing brimstone and foaming billows, vve mu«it 
take our hap, I value ’em not a rotten rat 
imo but as for sail ng in the w ind's C} < , 
bi other, you must give me leave — ^no oflenr 
I houc— I pretend to he a thcrough-brf d 
seam in, d'ye see— and I'll be damn’d it v o 
or t’er an arrant tbit broke biscuit, cv< 
bailed m a three-mabt vessel withn Im 
points of the wmd, allowing for variation and 
lec-WAy— No, no, brother, none of your 
tneke upon trayeUers— I a’n’t now to Jearn 
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my Tricks »*' cried the knight, 

etftrti&g up, aud laying Ins I'land on the 
mel of his sword, ** n hat * suspect nsjr oon- 

XjfQfV* 

nCrowe, supposiiig lum to be really in> 
censed, interrupted him with great earnest- 
ness, baying, — **Nay, don't— what apize* 
adds-buutlines »•— I didn’t go to givd you the 
lie, brother, smite my limbs * 1 only said as 
how to sail m the wind’s eye was impossible ” 
Hfi* And 1 say unto thee,” rosutned the knight, 
' nothing IB impossible to a true knight- 
errant, inspired and animated by love ” 
“ And 1 say unto thcc,” holla’d Crowe, “ if so 
be as how love pretends to turn his hawse- 
holes to the wind, he’s no seaman, d’ye see, 
but a snotty-nosed lubberly boy, that knows 
not a cat from a capstan-.-a don t ” 

** He that docs not belic\e tliat love is an 
infallible pilot must not embark upon the 
voyage of chivalry , for, next to the protec- 
tion of heaven, it is from love that the knight 
derives all his prowe^^s and glory The bare 
name of his mistress invigorates his arm 
the remembrance of her beauty infuses into 
Iiib breast the nio&t heroic sentiments of 
courage, while the idta of her chastity 
hedges him round like p. charm, and renders 
him invulnerable to the sword of his anta- 
gonist A knight Without a mistress is a 
mere non-entity, or at least a monster in 
nature, a pilot without compass, a ship with- 
out rudder, and must be driven to and fro 
upon the waves of discomfiture and dis- 
grace ” 

** An that be all,” replied the sailor, I 
told you before as how I’ve got a sweetheart, 
as true a hearted girl as ever swung in can- 
vass —What tho’f slie may have started a 
hopp in rolling — ^tbal signifies nothing — ^I’U 
warrant her tight as a nut-bhell ” 

** She mubt, in your opinion, be a paragon 
either ot bezant y or virtue Now, as you 
have given up the lobl, you must uphold her 
charms unequalled, and her person without 
a parallel ” “ I do, I do uphold she w ill sail 
upon a parallel as well as e er a frigate that 
was ngged to the northward of fifty.” 

** At that rate, she must rival the attrac- 
tions of her whom [ adore , but that, I say, 
IS impossible the perfoc tions of my Aurcha 
are altogether supernatural , and as fwo 
suns cannot slnne together in the same 
sphere with equal spl(»nd«>ur, so 1 affirm, and 
Will prove wilfi my bodj , lliat yOar mistress, 
m coinpanson \\ ith mme, la as a glow-worm 
* to the mendian bun, a msh-hght to the full 
tuocn, or a stale mackarel’s 03 e to a pearl 
of ” ** Hark3e, brother, jon might 

give good vtords, however an we once mil 
a mwingi d’ye see, J can he.ue out d& much 
bufewater as another, and since you be- 
sniear my sweetheart Besseha, 1 can as well 
bedaub your mistress Aurelia, whom 1 value 
no mhre than old junk, pork-slush, or stink-* 
mg stockfish ” 


tUiough, enoUgh--^uch blasphemy shall 
^not pass uncbastised In oons^eratien of 
our having fed from tbe same tables and 
rntfu^tatjoed togetlier a mendly, thcugb shotb ' 
intercourse, I will not demand the ccmbiit 
before you are duly prepared- Pteeeed to , 
the first great town where yofi can be fUr- 
nished with horse and harnessing, with arms 
offensive and defimsivc, provide a trusty 
squure, assume a motto and device^ declare 
yourself*a son of chivalry, and proclaim the 
excellence of her who rules your heart I 
shall fetch a compass , and wheresoever we 
may chance to meet, let us engage with 
equal arms in , mortal combat, that shall de- 
cide and dctemunc this dispute ” 

So saying, our adventurer stalked with 
great solemnity into another apartment, 
while Crowe, being sufficiently irritated, 
snapped his fingers in token of defiance 
Honest Crowe thought himself scurvUy used 
by a man whom bo had cultivated with such 
humility and veneration , and, after an inco- 
herent ejaculation of sea oaths, went in quest 
of bis nephew, m order to make him ac- 
quainted with this unlucky transaction 

In the mean time, Sir Iiaunceloi having 
ordered supper, retired into his own cham- 
ber, aud ^ve a loose to the most tender 
emotions of his heart He recollected all 
the fond ideas which had been excited m the 
course of Jus correspondence with the charm- 
ing Aurelia He remembered with horror 
the cruel letter he had received from that 
young lady, containing a formal renunciation 
of his attachment, bo unsuitable to the 
whole tenor of her character and conduct 
He revolved the lateadienture of the* coach, 
and the declaration of Mr Claike, with equal 
eagerness and astonishment , and was seized 
with the most ardent desire of umavellmg a 
mystery so interesting to the predominant 
passion of his heart All these mingled con- 
siderations produced, a kind of fbrment in 
the economy of Ins mind, which stubsidod 
into a profound reverie, compounded of hope 
and perplexity 

Prom this trance he Wjjs waked bj the 
arrival of bis squire, who entered the room 
with the Wood trickling over Ins nose, and 
stood before him without speaking. When 
the knight asked whose livery was tliat he 
wore, he replied, — “ ’Tis yourjionour’s own 
livery — I received it on i^our ac( ount, and 
hope as you Will quit the score ” Thenfic pro- 
ceeded to inform his master, that two bfficers 
of the army having come into the kitchen, 
insisted upon having for their stljiper the 
victuals which Sir Launcelot hadb^poke, 
and that Jic, the squire, objecting to the pro- 
posal, one of them seized the poker, and 

basted him with bis own .blood; that, wJ|H|^ 
he told them he belonged to a'hnight-en^Hp 
and threatened th^m with the VengeancMp^ 
his, master, they ^cursed and abused Jifm, 
calling hun Sanoho Panzo, and such dog’s 
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names , and bade hua tell lus master Don of hcljAesi'* young' womens was not only un- 
Quicksot, that, if made any noise, they bPGoinmg%dntlenir>n, but eapressly contrary 
would confine him tp his and lie with to the law, inasmuch as they miglit be sued 
his mistTOB Dulunea — To be sure, sir,*’ for an assault on an action of damages 
said he, ** they thought you as great a nin^ To this Fonioustrance tlie two heroes in 
compoop as Jrgur squire— Inra-tram, like red replied 1)(|^ volley of dreadful oaths, in- 
master like man , — ^but 1 hope as how termmgled mRi threats, which put the law- 
you wiU give them a Rowland for their yer in some pain for his oars 
Oliver ” While one thus endeavourf d to intimidate 

“Miscreant*’ cried the knight, “you have honest Tom Clarke, the other thundered at 
provoked the gentlemen with your lAperti- the door of the apartment to which the ladies 
neiicc, and they have chastised you as you had retired, demanding admit tanci, but re- 
deserve I tell thee, Crabshaw, they have ceived no other answer than a loud shnek 
saved me the trouble of punishing tht'e with Our adventurer advancing to tins uncivil 
my own hands , and well it is for thee, sinner champion, accosted him thus, in a grave and 
as thou art, that they themselves havi per- spieoim tm»e Assuredly I could not have 
formed the office , for, had they complamed believed, except upon the evidence of iny 
to me of thy insolence and rusticity, by own senses, that persons who have the ap- 
Heavon ' I would have made thee an exam- pearance of gentJeinou, and bear his majest> ’s 
pie to all tlie impudent squires upon tliefacc honourable ccpmission m the aimy, could 
of the earth lienee, then, avaunt, caitiif' behave so wide of the decorum due to so- 
Let his majostv’s officers, who perhaps are cicty* of a pro per respect to the laws, of that 
fatigued with hard duty in the service of humanity which we owe to our fcllow-crea- 
llieir countnr, comfort Uicmfielves with the tures, and that delicate regard for tJie fair 
suppt»r vvhicn was intendi d for me, and leave sex, which ought to jirevail in the breast of 
me undisturbed to my own meditations ” every gentleman, and winch, in parliculni, 
Timothy did not require n repeUlion oi digmtieH the chataiter oi a soldier To 
this command, which he forthwith obeyed, whom shall that w eakcr, thoagh more amia- 
growling within lumsolt, tlial thenceforward ble, part of the creation fly tor protei tion, 
he shotud let every cuckold wear las own if they are in<!ulted and outraged bv those 
horns, but he could not help entertaining whose more immediate duty it is to afford 
some doubts with respect to the courage of them security and defence from injury and 
Ins master, who, ho supposed, was one* of violence* What right have you, or any 
those Hectors who havf their fighting days, man upon earth, to cxdte not in a public 
hut are not at all limcK equally propiired for mn, which mav be deenud a tempk sa< rtd 
the combat to hospitality , to disturb the quiet of your 

The knight, having taken a slight repast, fellow guests, some of them perhaps e\- 
n tired to his repose, and had for some time liausted by fatigue, some of them invaded 
eu joyed a very agrt cable slumber, when he by dislempei , to inteirupt the king’s heges 
was startled by a knocking at his chamber- m their course of jouriieving upon their law- 
door “I lieg your honour’s pardon,” said ful occasions * Abo»/t all, what motive but 
the landlady, “but tbcio arc two uncivil wanton baibanty could prompt you to violate 
persons in the kitchen, who have weU nigh the apaitment, and terrify iho tender hearts 
turned my whole house topsy-turvy Not of twohilpless, young ladies, travelling, no 
(I intent with laying violent hands on your doubt, upon some cruel emergency, which 
honour’s supper, they want to be rude to compels them, unattended, to encounter lu 
two young ladies who are just arrived, and tlie night the duivgers of lh»* higliway 
have called for a post-( haise to go on “ Hcarkye, Don Rethlem,” said Uie cap- 
Thev are afraid to open their cliainber-door tain, strutting up, and cocking his hat in the 
to get out , and the yoniig lawyer la like to face of our adventurer, “ you may he as mad 
bo murdered for taking tlie ladies’ part ” as o’er a straw-crowned monaren m Moor- 
Sir J^auncelot, tbougli lie refused to take tieldsf for aught I care , but, damme ’ don’t 
notice of the insult which had been offered to you bo saucy. oUierw isc 1 shall dub your 
iamself, no sooner heard of the distress of the worship with a good stick across your shouU 
ladies, than he started up* huddled on lus ders” “Uovy* petulant boy*” cried Uic 
clothes, and, girding his sword to his loins, ad- knight, ” since y ou are so ignorant of urba- 
vanced with a deliberate pace to the kitchen, iiity, 1 will give you a lesson that you shall 
where h« perceived Thomas Clarke warmly not easily forget,” So saying, he unsheatli- 
engoged in altercation with a couple of young ed his sword, and called upon the soldier to 
men dressed in regimentals, who, with a draw m his ^fonce 
peculiar air of arrogance and ferocity, treat- The reader may have seen the physioe- 
rd him with great insolence and contempt noray of a stockholder at Jonathan’s whtn 
Tom was endeavouring to persuade them, the rebels were at Derby, or the features 
that, in the constitution of England, the of a bard when accosted by a bailiff, or the 
xnlhtary was always subservient to the civil celixiteuatice of an alderman wdien hts lianker 
power , and that tlieir behaviour to a couple stops payment , if lie lias seen either of these 
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pbeiStvAieyttiy m»v conceive the ttpfpielitahee 
that Ivan now exhibited by ihe vwage of the 

£ ;|iou 8 captain, when the naked sword of 
[Auncelot ^laticed before bie eyes. Fat 
attempting to piodece hts own, 
was of unconscionable length, |^#o<>d mor 
tionless as a statue^ staring With the most 
ghast\ - ' - ... 

His companion, Who partook of bis panic, 
seeing maUem bfpugnt to a very senous 
cr^uk interposed wh£ a crest-fallen counte*- 
nance, assunng Sst Launcolot they had no 
intention to qoairel, abd what they had done 
was enUrely for the sake of the frolic 

By su(fh flolics/* cried the knight, ‘‘you 
become nuisances io society, bring yourselves 
into co&tpmpt, and disgrace the corps to 
which you belong I now perceive the truth 
Of the observation, that cruelty ala ays resides 
with cowardice My contempt is changed | 
mto compassion , and as ^Ou are probably of 
good families, I must insist upon this young 
man’s drawing his sword, and acquitting! 
himself in such a manner as mayacreon him I 
from the most infamous censure which an 
ogfBcer can undergo ** “ Lack-a-day, sir,” 
said the other, “we are no ofhiers, but 
’prenuccs to two London haberdashers, trav- 
ellers foi orders Captain is a good travel- 
hng name, and we have dress^ ourselves 
like officers to procure more respect upon 
the road ” 

The knight said he was very glad, for the j 
honour of the service, io dnd tliey were im- 
postors, though they deserved to be chas- 
tised fbr arrogating to themselves an hon- 
ourable character, which they had not spirit 
to sustain 

These words were scarce pronounced, when 
Mr Clarke approaching one of the bravadoes, 
who had threatened to crop his ears, be- 
stowed auch a benediction on his jaw aa he 
epuld not receive without immediate humih- 
atioii, while Timothy Crabsbaw, smarting 
ills broken head and his want of supper, 
saluted the other with a Yorkshire hug, that 
laid him across body of his companion 
In a word, tlie two pseudo-officers were very 
Toughly handled for their presumption m 
TMretcnamg to act characters for wiuch they 
were so ill aualiind 

While Clarke and Crabehaw wereHbus 
laudably employed, the two ^oung ladies 
^sod through the kitchen so suddenly, that 
the knight had only a transient glimpse of 


their backs, and they disappearea before be 
Ootild pdssibly make a tendei of his serviees 
The truth is, they dreaded nothing so much aa 
their being discovered, and took the fiwt op- 
poruitmty ofglidmg mto the chaiwj, which had 
some time w aiitng m the passage 
Clhrke was much more disconcerted 
tiM bur adventurer by their sudden escape 
He tUXt with great eagerness to the door^ 
and, i^emng they were flown, returned tU 
Sir day tngr*^** Lord Wess my amd* 


replied Uic lawyer, “ was Dolly, our old land- 
Ipdy’s daughter at the Black Lion I knew her 
when first she idighted, notwithstanding bUr 
being neatly dressed m a green loseph, which, 
Vll assure you, sir, becomes hei remarkably 
well I’d never desire to see a prettier crea- 
ture As for the other, she’s a very gedtecl 
woman , but whether old or young, ugly or 
handsome, 1 can’t pretend tq say, for she was 
masked 1 had just time to salute Dolly., 
and ask a fow questions , but all she could 
tell me was, that the masked lady’s name 
> was Mias Meadows , and tiiat she, Dolly, 
was hired as her waiting-woman ’’ 

When the name of Meadows was men- 
tioned, Sir liauDi elot, whose spirits had been 
m violent commotion, became suddenly calm 
and serene, and he began to communicate ‘o 
Clarke thq dialogue wliidi bad passed be- 
tween him and Captain Crowe, when the 
hostess, addressing norseff to Our errant.>— 
“ Well,” said she, “ I have had the honour 
to accommodate many ladies of the first 
fashion at the White Hart, both young and 
old, proud and lowly, ordinal y and handsome , 
but such a miracle as Miss Meadow s 1 never 

f et did see Lordv let me never thnvc but 
think she is of something mom than a 
human creature »— O * had your hunoui but 
set eyes on her, you would have said it was 
a vision from heaven, a cherubim of beauty'-— 
For my part, 1 can hai^y tlimk it was any 
thing but a dream— ^hmi so mock, so mild, 
so good-natured, and generous' I say, 
blessed IS the young woman who tends upon 
such a heavenly creature — and, poor dear 
young lady ' she seonis to be under grief and 
affiiction, for the tears stole down her lovely 
checks, and looked for all the world like 
orient pearl 

Sir Launoelot listened attentively to the 
description, which reminded him oi his dear 
Aurelia, and, sighing bitterly, withdrew to 
his own apartment 


chapter XIV 

Which Bhow9, that a mtm cannot aitcays 
when the ru^ is at kw Up 

ThoOe who have folt the doubts, the jea- 
lousies, the resentments, the humiliatiopa, 
the hopes, the despair, the impatience, and, 
Ui a word, inflnite disquiets of love, will 
be able to conceive the aep of agitation on 
which our adventurer was tossed all night 
long, without repose or mtetnussion Some- 
times be resolv^ to employ all bis industry 
apd address m dispovSimg ^ P^aee in which 
Aureftia Was SM^tered, that he might res- 
cue hdr w supposed restraiat to which 
she had heesksubipcted But wbgn Ine heart 
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* beat hi|^ with the anticifkation of this ex- 
ploiti he was ettddonly itinded, and all his 
ardour checked* by the remembrahoe of that 
fktaJ letter* written and si^ed by her own 
hand, which bad divorced him iroxn all hope, 

; and first unsettled his understandmg The 
cmotiane wahed hv this remembrance were 
so strung, that he leaped from the bed, and, 
the fire neiug still burning in the chimney, 
lighted a candle, that he might once more 
. banquet his spleen by reading the original 
billet, which, together with the ring he had 
received &om Imss Darnel's mother, he kept 
a small box, carefully deposited within 
his portmanteau This being instantly un* 
lodked, he unfolded the paper, and reciicd 
the contents in these words 
« Sir, 

** Obli^d as I am by the passion you pro- 
fess, and the eagerness with which you 
endeavour to give me the most convincing 
proof of your regard, I feel some reluctance 
in making you acquainted with a circum- 
stance, which, in all probability, you will not 
Icarii without some disquiet But the affair 
J8 become so interesting, I am compelled to 
tell you, that liowever agreeable your propo- 
sals mav have been to those whom I thouglit 
It my duty to please by every reasonable 
concession, and howsoever you may have 
been flattered by the seeming complacency 
with which I have heard your addresses, 1 
now find it absolutely necessary to speak jn 
a decisive strain, to assure you, that, without 
hacnficing my own peace, I cannot admit a 
continuation of your oorrespondence , and 
that your regard for me will be best shown 
by your desisting from a pursuit which is 
altogether inconsistent with the happinebs of 
** Ai'relia Darnfl " 
Having nronounced aJoud the words that 
composed tins dismission, lie hastily replaced 
the cruel scroll, and, being too well ac- 
quainted with the Land to harbour the least 
doubt of Its being genuine, threw himself 
into his bed in a transport of despair, mingled 
with resentment, dunng the predominancy 
of which lie determined to proceed in the 
career of adventure, and endeavour to forget 
the unkindness of his mistress amidst uie 
avocations of knight-errantry 
Such was the resolution that governed his 
thoughts, when he rose m the morning, 
ordered Crabshaw to saddle Bronssomarte, 
»nd demanded a bil) of his expense Before 
these orders could be executed, the good 
woman of the house, entering his apartment, 
told him, with marks of conconkw that the 
poor young kdy. Miss Meadow^ hafi drop** 

* ped her pooktit4>ook in the neJ^ chamber, 
where it was found by the hotitess, who now 
jiresented it unopened 

Our knight having called in Mrs Oakky 
and her son aa witnesses, unfolded the hook 
without reading one syllable of the contents, 
and found in it five bank*notep, ignounting 


to two hundred’ and thirty pounds Perceiv- 
mg at once tbat the loss of this treasure 
^night be attended with the mOst emharrass- 
mg consequences to the owner, end refiect- 
ing that this was a case which demanded 
the immediate interposition and essistance 
of chivaby, he declared ^at he fumself 
would convoy it safely into the Lands of 
Miss Meadows, and desired to know the 
read she had pursued, that he might set out 
in quest of her witlmut a moment’s delay* 
U was not without some difficulty that this 
information was obtained from the post-boy, 
who had been enjoined to secrecy by tlie 
lady, and even gratified with a handsome 
reward for his promised discretion The 
same method was used to make him disgorge 
his trust , he undertook to conduct Sir Laun- 
celot, who hired a post-chaiso for dispatch, 
and immediately departed, after having di- 
rected his squire to follow his track with 
the horses 

Yet, whatever haste he made, it is abso- 
lately necessary, for the reader’s satisfaction, 
that we should outstrip the chaise, and visit 
the ladies before his arrival We shall, 
therefore, without circumlocution, premise, 
that Miss Meadows was no other than that ' 
paragon of beauty and goodness, the all- 
accnmplished Miss Aurelia Darnel She bad, 
with that meekness of resignation peculiar 
to herself, for some years subraititcd to every 
species of oppression whmL licr uncle’s 
tyranny of di^^position copld plan, and his 
unlimited power of guardianship execute, till 
at length it rose to such a pitch of despotism 
as she could not endure He bad projected 
a match between his niece and one rhilip 
Sycamore, Esq a young man who possessed 
a* pretty considerable estate in the ndrth 
country, who liked Aurelia’s person, hut was 
enamoured of her fortune, and had ofibred 
to purchase Authony’b interest and alliance 
with certain ( oiitessions, which could ndt 
but be agreeable to a man of loose principles, 
who would have tound it a diflicult task to 
settle the ac( ounts oi his wardship 

According to the present estimate of mat- 
rimonial felicity, Sycamore might have found 
admittance as a future son-in-iaw to any pri- 
vate family of the kingdom He was by birth 
a gentieman, tall, straight, and muscular, 
with a fkir, sleek, unmeaning face, that pro- 
mised more simplicity than ill-nature His 
education had not been neglected, and he in- 
bented an estate of five thousand a-year Miss 
Darnel, however, had penetration enongb to 
fescover and despise him, as a strange com- 
position oi rapacity and profusion, absurdity 
and good sense,, basbfulness and impudence, 
self-conoei’t imd difiidence, awkw^ardness and 
ostentetioUiLisplenco and good-nature, rash- 
ness and He was continually snr- 

roupded ai^ upon by certain vermin, 

called led ea^ins and bu^oons, who showed 
Lu|i m Ipajhag-stringp^ Lke a sucking giant, 



964 


SMOLLEWS SELECT WORKS 


without ceremony, hdiculed 
jhtm to hi6 face, traduced hia character, and 
exposed him in a thousand kdiorous atbtadee 
Iht die diversion of the pui^ic i While at the 
same time he knew theii- knavery, saw their 
drift, detested thmt xnotals, 4itid despised 
their uoderatandifltgt i{e so infatuated 
by indolence of thought, dnd Coiumumcalion 
witli foBy, that he would have rather suf. 
fared himself to he ^cd into a ditch with 
company, than be at the pams of going over 
a bridge alone, and involved himself m a 
thoasand d£61cill^, the natural consequen- 
ces of an error in tho first concoction, which, 
tho igh he nlNnly saw it, he had not rcsolu- 
tu .A enpngn to avoid 

Such was the character of Squire Syca- 
more, who proieSBod himself the rival of Sir 
liauncelot Greaves in the good graces of 
Mi&s Aurelia Dam< 1 He hart m tins pursuit 
persevered with more constancy ana forti- 
tude than he ever exerted in any other in- 
stanco Being generally needy from extra- 
vagance, be was stimulated by his wants, 
ana animated by his vanity, which was art- 
fully instigated by his followers, who hoped 
to share the spoils of hie success These 
motives were remforoed by the incessant 
and eager eVlmrtaUoas pf Anthony Darnel, 
who, seeing bis ward m the last year of her 
minority, thought there was no time to be 
lost m securing his own indemnification, 
and snatching his niece for ever from the 
hopes of Sir Xauucelot, whom he now hated 
With redoubled animosity Finding Aurelia 
deaf to ajl his remonstrances, proof against 
ill usage, and resolutely averse to the pro- 
posod union with Sycamoie, he endeavoured 
to detach her thoughts Sir l«aunceIot, 
by forging tales to the prejudice of his con- 
stancy and moral t haracter, and, dnallyc by 
recapitulating the proofs and instances of 
his distraction, which he particularized with 
the most malicious exaggerations 

In spite of all Ins arU, ne found it imprac- 
ticable to surmount hw objections to the 
purposed alliance, and therefore changed 
Ins battery Instead of transferring her to 
Ihb arms of his fnend, he resolved to detain 
Imr m hi«» own power by a legal claim, which 
would invest him with the imcoutrolled man- 
agement of her affairs This Wa4 a*%harge 
of lunacy, in consequence of which he hoped 
to obtain a commisBion, to secure a jury to 
Ids wish, and be appointed sole coipmtttee 
of her person, db well as steward on her es- 
tate, of winch bo would then be heir appa- 
rent. 

1 * As the hm steps the eiceeution 

Ccfthie houtst achome, he had subjected Au- 
rblia tp the bupenntendency and direction of 
^ /an nM dncwia, who had been formerly the 
'ynopuress of his ploasurea , and hired a new 
^ eel ttf fjsrvattts, who were given to under- 
tMrilret admission, that the young 
kkfy ^bordered m her bram 


An impression of this nature is eastfy pre- 
served among servants, wiicn the mast^ of 
the ftimily thinks his interest is concerned 
m supporting the imposture* The mOlan- 
eholy produced from her coufinement, and 
the vivacity of her resentment under ill-usage, 
were, by the address of Anthony, and the 
pTcposaesBion ol his domestics, perverted 
into the effects of insanity , and the same 
intcroretation was strained upon her most 
inmf^reut words and actions 

The tidings of Miss Darnel’s disorder 
wore carefully ciiculated m whispers, an^ 
soon reached the cars of Mr Sycamore, who 
was not at all pleased with the information 
From the knowledge of Anthony’s disposi- 
tion, he suspected the truth of the report , 
and, unwilling to sec such a prize ravishc d 
trom his grasp, he, with the advice and as- 
sistance of his m>rmidons, resolved to set 
the captive at liborty, m fhll hope of turning 
the adventure to Jus own advantage , ^or ho 
argued in this manner — **lf she is in far t 
compoh mentis, her gratitude will operate m 
my behalf, and even prudtnce w ill advise her 
to embrace the proffered asylum from the 
villainy of her uncle If she is really dis- 
ordeied, it will be no great difficulty to de- 
ceive her into marriage, and then I become 
her trustee of course ** 

The plan was well conceived, but f?vta- 
more had not discretion enough to keep his 
own counsel Fiom weakness and vanitj , 
ho blabbed the design, which, m a little tune, 
was communicated to Anthony Darnel, and 
he took his precautions accordingly Being 
indrm m his own person, and consequently 
unfit for opposing the violence of some des- 
peradoc s, w horn he knew to be the satellites 
of Sycamore, he prepared a private retaal 
for hiB ward at tlic house of an old gentle- 
man, tho companion of his yopth, whom 
had imposed upon with the fiction ot her 
being disordered m her understanding, and 
amused with a story^of a dangerous design 
upon her person Thus cautioned and in- 
structed, the gentleman had gone with his 
own roach and servants to leceivc Aurelia 
and her govemante at a third house, to 
which she had been privately rotnoved from 
hei uncle’s habitation , and m this journey 
it was that she had been so accidentally pro- 
tected from the violence of tho robbers by 
the interposition and proWOss of our adven- 
turer. 

As he did not wear his holmet in that ex- 
ploit, she recognized lus features as he pass- 
ed the coach, and, struck with the appari- 
tion, shnoked aloOd^ @he had been assu- 
red by her guardian that his design was to 
convey her to Irr own house , but perceiv- 
ing in the sequel that the carnage struck off 
Upon a different road, and finding herself 
m the hands of strangers, she began to dread 
a much more disagreeable fate, and con- 
ceived doubts and ideas that filled her ten- 
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. der heart with horror and affliction When 
&he cxpostuliited with the duefina) she was 
treated like a ebangfehngf, admonished to bo 
quiet, and reminded that she was under the 
direction of those who would mana^ her 
with a tender regard lo her own welfare, 
and the honour of her family When she 
addressed herself to the old gentleman, who 
was not much subject to tlie emotions of 
humanity, and besides firmly persuaded that 
she was depnved of her reason, he niilde no 
answer, but laid his finger on Ins mouth, by 
way of enjoining silence 

This mysterious behaviour aggravated the 
fears of the poor haple&s young lady , and 
her terrors waxed so strong, tliat w hen he 
saw Tom Clarke, whose face she knew, she 
called aloud for assistance, and even pro- 
nounced the name of his patron, Sir Laun- 
colot Greaves, which the imagined might 
btirnulatp him the more to attempt sorntthing 
for her deliverance 

The reader has already been informed in 
what manner the endeavours, of Tom and Ins 
uncle miscarned ]\libs Darnel’s new keep- 
er having, in the eoursc of his. journey, halt- 
ed for refreshment at riie Bla/k Lum, of 
which, being landlord, be believed the good 
w'oman and her family were cntiri ly devoted 
to his will and pleasure Aurelia found an 
opportunity of speaking in private to Dolly, 
who bad a very preposbcssing appearance 
She conveyed a purse of money into the 
hands of this young woman, telling her, 
while the tears trickU'd down her cheek«, 
that she was a young lady of fortune, in dan- 
ger, as she apprehended, of assa 3-sinat'on 
This hint, which she i ommuniratcd in a 
whisper, vvluk the govern, intc stood at the 
other end of the rooni, wa^ sufTiciuit to in- 
terest the c ompasjsionato Dolly m hir be- 
half As soon as the coach departed, she 
made her mother acquainted with the trans- 
action, and as they naturally concluded that 
the young lady expected tlieir assistance, 
they 1 '^solved to approve themselves worthy 
of her confidence 

Dolly having enlisted in their design a 
trusty countryman, one of her own professed 
admirers, they set oui together for the house 
of the giintleman m which the fair prisoner 
was confined, and waited foi her in secret at 
the end of a pleasant park, in which thev 
naturally concluded she might be indulged 
with the privilege of taking the air The 
event justified then conception, on theverv 
first day of their watch they saw her ap- 
proach, ac( ompanied by her duenna Dolly 
and her attendant immediately tied their 
iiorbes to a stake, and letired into a thicket, 
which Aurelia dnl not fail to enter Dolly 
forthw^ith appealed, and, taking her by the 
hand, led her to the horse*^, one of which 
she mounted in the utmost hurry and trepi- 
datum, while the countryman bound the 
duenna w ith a cord prepared for the purpose, 
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gagged her mouth, and tied her to a tree, 
where he left her to her own meditations 
Then he mounted before Dolly, and through 
unfrequented paths conducted his charge to 
an inn on the post-road, where a chaise was 
ready for their reception 

As he refused to proceed farther, lest his 
absence from his own home should create 
suspicion, Aurelia lewarded him liberally, 
but would not part with her faithful Dolly, 
who indeed had no inclination to be dis- 
charged , such an affection and attachment 
had she already acquired for the amiable 
fugitive, though she knew neither kr^torv 
noi her tiueiiame, Aurelia thought jfoptr 
to conreal both, and assumed the 
appellation of Meadows, until she hlioi.id be 
better acquainted with the disposition aiid 
discretion of her new attendant 

The first resolution she could lake, in the 
present flutter of her spirits, was to make 
the best of her way to London, where slie 
thought she might find an asylum m the 
liou<-c of a female relation, married to an 
eminent physician, known by the name of 
K«i\vdle In the execution of this hastv rc- 
solvi , she travelled at a \ lolent ra^e, from 
stage to stage, in a carnage draw n by four 
horses, without halting for necessary refresh- 
ment or repose, until t>Iio judged herself out 
of danger of being overtaken As she ap- 
peared overwhelmed with grief and counter- 
nation, llie good-natured Dolly endeavoured 
lo allcv late her distress with diverting dis- 
course, and, among other lose intcrc'sting 
stone , entertained Iier with tlie adventures 
f Sir lianncelot and Captain Crowe whiih 
she had seen and Iicard recited while tiiey 
remained af the Blaok Lion nor did she 
fail to iiiLroduLC ilr Thori a<? Clarke m her 
narrative, with sm h a favourable representa- 
tion of his person dinl character, as plainly 
hscovered that her own heart had ie(e»ved 
a rude shock fiom the irresistible force ot 
his qualificiitions 

The history of Sir Launcclot Greaves was 
a theme which effectually fixed the attention 
of Aurelia, distracted as her ideas must have 
been by the circinrHtances of her present 
Bitiiatum Tlie particulars of his condiKt 
sim e the correspondence between him and 
her bad ceased, she beard wuth equal con- 
cern and astonishment, for, how far soevei 
she deemed hciself detadied from all possi- 
bility of future connexion with that young 
gentleman, she was not made of such indir- 
ferent stuff as to leain without emotion th^ 
calamitous disorder of an accomplished v out h, 
whose exi-raordinary virtues she could not 
but lev ere 

Afc they had deviated from the post-roid 
taken precautions to conceal their roiiio, 
and made such progress, that they were now 
wuthiii one day’s ]ourncy of London, the 
careful and atfcctionate Dolly, seeing her 
dear lady qiiite exhausted with fatigue used 
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all her natural rhetoric, which was veiy 
powerful, mingled with tears that flowed 
from the heart, in persuading Aurelia to en- 
joy some repose and so fkr she succeeded 
in the attempt, that for one night the toil of 
travelling was intermitted This recess from 
incredible fatigue was a pause that aflbrded 
our adventurer time to overtake them before 
they reached the metropolis, that vast laby- 
rinth, in which Aurcha might have been for 
ever lost to his inquiry 
It was m the aRernoon of the day which 
succeeded his departure from the White 
Hart, that Sir liauncelot arrived at the inn, 
where Miss Aurelia Daniel iiad bespoke a 
tlwh of tea, and a post-chaise for the next 
htiige He had by inquiry traced her a con- 
siderable way, without ever di earning who 
the person really was whom he thus pursued, 
and now he desired to speak with her at- 
tendant Dolly was not a little surprised to 
fcee Sir Launcelot Greaves, of whose charac- 
ter she had conceived a very sublime idea 
fioin the narrative of Mr Thomas Clarke, 
but she was still more surprised when he 
gave her to understand that he had charged 
Jumself with the pocket-book, containing 
the bank-notes which Miss Meadows had 
fliopped in the house where thew had been 
threatened with insult Miss Darnel had 
not yet discovered her disaster, when her 
attendant, running into the apartment, pre- 
sented the pri7C which she had received 
from our adventurer, with liis compliments 
to Miss Meadows, implying a request to bo 
admitted into her presciiee, that he might 
make a personal tender of his best services 
It 18 not to be supposed that the amiable 
Aurelia heard unmoved sucli a message from 
a person whom her maid discovered to be 
the identical Sir Launcelot Greaves, whose 
fatory she had so lately i elated, but as the 
ensuing scene requires fresh attention in the 
reader, we shall defer it till another oppoi- 
tunity, when his spirits shall bo recruited 
from the fatigue of this chapter 


CHAPTER XV 

Evhihtmg an mterview, which, it is to be 
hoped, will interest the curiosity oj^ the 
reader 

TrtE mind of the delicate Aurelia was 
strangely agitated by the intelligence which 
she received, with her pocket-book, from 
Dolly. Confounded as she was by the na- 
ture of her situation, she at once perceived 
that she could not, with any regard to the 
dictates of gratitude, refuse complying with 
tlie request of Sir Launcelot, but, m the 
first hurry of her emotion, she directed Dolly 
to heg, in her name, that slie might be ex- 
cuseo for wearing a mask at the interview 
which he desiredi as she had particular rea- 


sons, which concerned her peace, for retain- 
ing that disguise Our adventurer submitted 
to this prehmmary with a good grace, as he 
had nothing in view but the injunction of his 
order, and the duties of humanity , and he 
was admitted without further preambleu 

When he entered the room, he could not 
help being struck with the presence of Au- 
relia. Her stature was improved since he 
had seen her, her shape was exquisitely 
formed , and she received him with an air 
of dignity, wdnch impressed him with a very 
sublime idea of her person and character 
She was no less affected at tiie bight of our 
adventurer, who, though cased in armour, 
appeared with his head uncovered , and the 
exercise of travelling had thrown such a 
glow of health and vivacity on his features, 
which were naturally elegant and expressive, 
that wc will venture to say, there was not 
ID all England a couple that excelled this 
amiable pair in personal beauty and accom- 
plishments Aurelia shone with all tiie 
fabled graces of nymph or goddess , and to 
Sir Launcelot might bo applied what the 
divine poet Ariosto says of the prince Zer- 
bino , — 

Naturi il Itce e poi ruppe la stamp i 
** When natuie stainpM Imra, she the die de- 
stroyed ” 

Our adventurer having made his obeisance 
to this supposed Miss Meadows, told her, 
with an air of jileasantry, that although he 
thought liunsplf highly honoured in being 
admitted to her presence, and allowed to 
pay his respects to her, as superior beings 
arc adored, unseen , vet his pleasure would 
receive »i very considerable addition, if sli^ 
would be plcaaed to withdraw that mvidiou':. 
veil, that lie might have a ghmpso of the 
divinity which it concealed Aurelia imme- 
diately took off her mask, saying, with a 
faltering accent, — “ I cannot be so ungrate- 
ful as to depy such a small fav our to a gen- 
tleman who has laid me under the most ini- 
portant obligations ” 

The unexpected apparition of Miss Aurelia 
Darnel, beaming with all the emanations of 
ripened beauty, blu&hing with all Uie graces 
of the most lovely confusion, coulcl not but 
produce a violent eflect upon the mind of 
Sir LauUcelot Greaves He w^as, indeed, 
overwhelmed with a mingled transport of 
astonishment, admiration, affection and awe 
The colour vanislied from his checks, and he 
stood gazing upon her m silence, with the 
most emphatic expression of countenance 

Aurelia was infected by his disorder she 
began to tremble, and the roses fluctuated 
on her face — “ I cannot forget,** said she, 
“ that I owe my life to the courage and hu- 
manity of Sir Launcelot Greaves, and that 
he at the same time rescued from the most 
dreadful death a dear and venerable parent ’* 
** Would to heaven she still survived ”* cried 
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our adventurer, with great emotion “ She 
was the friend of my youth, the kind patron- 
ess of my felicity ' my guardian angel for- 
sook me when she eiqpired ' her last injunc- 
tions are deep engraven on my heart 

While he pronounced these words, she lift- 
ed her handkerchief to her fair eyes, and, after 
some pause, proceeded in a tremulous tone, 
— “ I hope, sir, — I hope you liave — 1 should 
be sorry — pardon me, sir, I cannot reflect 
> upon such an interesting subject unmoved ” 

Here she fetched a deep sigh, that was 

accompanied by a flood of tears , while the 
*knight continued to bend his eyes upon her 
with the utmost eagerness of attention 
Having recollected herself a little, she en- 
deavoured to shift the conversation — “ You 
liavc been abroad since 1 had the pleasure to 
see you — I hope you were agreeably amused 
m your travels ’ “ No, madam,’* said our 
hero, drooping his head, “ I have been un- 
fortunate ” When she, with the most en- 
chanting sweetness of benevolence, expressed 
her concern to hear he had been unhappjs 
and her hope that his misfortunes wore not 
past remedy, he lifted up his eyes, and fixing 
tlitm upon her again, with a look of tender 
dejection, — “ Cut off,” said he, “ from the 
possession of what my soul held most dear, 
I wished for death, and was visited by dis- 
traction I have been abandoned by my 
reason — my youth is for ever blasted ” 

The tender heart of Aurelia could near no» 
more — ^her knees began to totter, the lustre 
vanished from her eyes, and she fainted in 
the arms of her attendant Sir L 'incelot, 
aroused by this circumstance, assisted Dolly 
ill seating her mistress on a couch, where 
slic soon recovered, and saw the knight on 
Ills knees before her — “ I am still happy,” 
"aid he, “ in being able to move your com- 
jiabfiion, though 1 have been held unworthy 
of your esteem ” “ Do me justice,” she 
rejificd, *‘my best esteem has always been 
inseparably connected with the character of 
Sir Launcelot Greaves ” ** Is it possible 
cried our hero, “ then surely I have no reason 
to complain If I have moved jour com- 
passion, and possess your esteem, I am but 
one degree short of supreme happiness — 
that, however, is a gigantic step O Miss 
Darnel ’ w^hen I remember that dear, that 
melancholy moment ” So saying, he gently 
touched her hand, in order to press it to his 
lips, and perceived on her finger the very 
individual ring which he had presented in 
her mother’s presence, as an interchanged 
teshmony of plighted faitli Starting at the 
well-knowm object, the sight of whirni con- ; 
jured up a strange contusion of ideas, 
“This,” said he, ‘ was once the pledge of 
something still more cordial than esteem ” 
Aurelia, blushing at this remark, while her 
eyes liglitenod with unusual vivacity, replied 
in a severer tone, — “Sir, you best know 
ht-w It lost its original signification ” By’' 


heaven » I do not, madam,” exclaimed our 
adventurer , “ with me it was ever held a sa- 
cred idea throned witlun my heart, cherished 
with such fervency of regard, with such rev- 
erence of affection, as the devout anchorite 
more unreasonably pays to those sainted re- 
liques that constitute the object of his adora- 
tion ” “ And like those rehijues,” answered 

Miss Darnel, “ 1 have been insensible of my 
votary’s devotion A samt I must have been, 
or something more, to know tlie sentiments 
of your heart by inspiration ” ** Did I for- 
bear,” said he, “ to express, to repeat, to 
enforce, the dictates of the purest passion 
that ever warmed the human breast, until I 
was denied access, and formally discarded 
by that cruel dismission ” “ I must beg your 
pardon, sir,” cned Aurelia, interrupting him 
hastily, “ I know not what you mean ” 
“ That fatal sentence,” said he, “ if not pro- 
nounced by your own lips, at lewt wntten 
by your own fair hand, which drove me out 
ari exile for ever from the paradise of your 
affection ” “ I would not,” she replied, “ do 
Sir Launcelot Greaves the injury to suppose 
him capable of imposition , but you talk of 
things to which I am an utter stranger I 
have a right, sir, to demand of your honour, 
that you wiU not impute to me the breaking 
off a connection, which — 1 would — ^rather 
Wish — ^iiad never — ” “ Heaven and earth » 
what do I hear'*” cried our impassioned 
knight, “ have 1 not the baleful letter to pro- 
duce What else but Mi-s Darnei’to ex- 
plicit and express declaration could hav-^ 
destroyed the sweetest hope that ever cheered 
mv soul, could have obliged me to resign all 
claim to that felicity for wlrch alone 1 wished 
to live , could have* filled my bosom with un- 
utterable sorrow and despair , could have 
even divested me of reason, and driven me 
from the society of men, a poor, forlorn, 
wandering lunatic, such as you see me now 
prostrate at vour feet, all the blossoms of 
my youth withered, all tjie honours of my 
family decayed 

Aurelia looking wistfully at her lover, — 
“Sir,” said she, “you overwhelm me with 
amazement and anxiety ’ you are imposed 
upon, it you have received any such letter 
you are deceived, if you thought Aurelia 
Darncf could be so insensible, ungrateful, 
and — inconstant ” 

This last word she pronounced with some 
hesitation, and a downcast look, while her 
face underwent a total sufiusion, and the 
knight’s heart began to palpitate with all the 
violence of emotion He ea^rly imprinted 
a kiss upon her hand, exclaiming, in an in- 
terrupted phrase,*— “ Can it be possible * 
Heaven grant— Sure this is no illusion ' — 
O Madam 1— shall I call you my Aurelia ^ 
My lieait is bursting with a thousand fond 
thoughts and presages You shall see that 
dire paper which hath been the source of 
all my woes — it is the constant companion 
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of niy travels — ^last night I nounabed my 
chagrin with the perusal of its horrid 
contents ” 

Aurelia evpre*!sed great impatience to 
view the cruel forgery, for such she assured 
him It must bo , but he could not giatify 
hf*r desire, till the arrival of his servant with 
the portmanteau In the mean time, tea 
was called The lovers were seated he 
looked and languished , she flushed and fal- 
tered all was doubt and delirium, fondness 
and flutter Their mutual disorder communi- 
cated itself to tlie kind-hearted, sympathizing 
Dolly, who had been witness to the intei view , 
and deeply affected with the disclosure of the 
scene Unspeakable was her surprise, vv ben 
she found her mistress, Miss Meadpws, was 
no other than the celebrated Aurelia Darnel, 
whose euloguim she liad heard so eloquently 
pronounced b} her sweetheart, Mr Thomas 
< Uaike , a discovery which still more endeared 
her lady to her affection She had wept plen- 
tifully at the progress of their mutual explana- 
tion, and was now so disconcerted, that she 
{xcarce knew the meaning of the orders she 
had received she set the kettle on the table, 
and placed the tea-board on the Are Her 
confusion, by attracting the notice of her 
mistress, helped to relieve her from her own 
embarrassing situation She with her own 
delicate hands rectifled the mistake of Dolly, 
who still continued to sob, and said,— “Yaw 
may think, my Leady Darnel, as haw' I’aive 
yeaten hool-cneese , but it y’aiit soa I’se 
think, vor mai peart, as haw [’aive bean be- 
witched ” 

Sir Lduncelot could not holp smiling at 
the simplicity of Dolly, whoso goodness of 
heart and attachment \urelia did not fail to 
extol, as soon as her bac k was turned It 
was in consequence of this commendation, 
that, the next time she entered the room, 
our adventurer, for the first time, considered 
her face, and seemed to be struck with her 
features lie a«ked her some questions, 
which she could not answer to his satisfaction, 
applauded her regard for her lady, and assured 
her of his friendship and protection He 
now begged to know the cause that obliged 
.ds Aurelia to travel at such a rate, and in 
such an equipage , and she informed him of 
those particulars which we have of»rcady 
communicated to the reader 

Sir Launcolot glowed with re'^entment, 
when he understood how his dear Aureha 
had been oppressed by her perfidious and 
cruel guardian He bit his nether-lip, rolled 
hia eyes around, started from his scat, and 
striding across the room,— “ I remember,” 
said he, “ the dying w^ords of her who is now 

a aaint in heaven ‘ That violent man, my 

brother-in-law, who is Aurelia’s sole guar- 
dltin, will lliwart her wishes with every ob- 
stacle that brutal resentment and implacable 
inaRce can contrive’ What followed, it 
would ill become me to repeat but she 


concluded with these words, — ‘The rest 
we must leave to the dispensations of Provi- 
dence ’ Was it not Ih-ovidence that sent 
me hither, to guard and protect the injured 
Aurelia'*” Then turning to Miss Darnel, 
whose eves streamed with tears, he added, — 
“Yes, divine creature* Heaven, careful of 
jour safety, and in compassion to rny suffer- 
uigs, hath guided me hither, in this mysten- 
oUb manner, that I might defend you from 
violence, and enjoy this transition from mad- - 
ness to deliberation, from despair to fe- 
licity ” 

So saying, he approached this amiable' 
mourner, this fragrant flower of beauty, glit- 
tering with the dew -drops of the morning , 
this sweet and gentlest, loveliest ornament 
of human nature he gazed upon her witli 
looks of love ineffable, he sat down by her, 
he pressed her soft hand in his , he began to 
fear that all he saw was the flattenng vision 
of a distempered biain , he looked and sighed, 
and, turning up his eyes to heaven, breathed, 
in broken murmurs, the chaste raptures ot 
hi3 bonl The tenderness of this communi- 
cation was too painful to be long endured 
Aurelia industriously interposed other sub- 
jects of discourse, that his attention might 
not be dangerously overcharged, and the 
afternoon passed insenbibly awray 

Though he had determined, m his own 
mind, never more to quit this idol of his soul, 
they liad not yet concerted any plan ot con- 
duct, wlicn their happiness was all at onci 
interrupted by a repetition of cries, denoting 
horror, and a servant coming in, said he be- 
lieved some rogues wer^ murdering a tra- 
V eller on the highway The supposition of 
such distress opciated like gunpowder on 
the dispobition of our adventurer, who, with- 
out considenng the situation of Aurelia, anti 
indeed without seeing, or being capable to 
think on her, or any oth^r subject, for the 
time being, ran directly to tho stable, and 
mounting the first horse that he found sad- 
dled, issued out m the twilight, having no 
other weapon but his sword He rode full 
speed to the spot whente the cries seemed 
to proceed , but they sounded more remote 
as he advanced Nevertheless, be followed 
them to a considerable distance from the 
road, over fields, ditches, and hedges, and 
at last came so near, that he could plainly 
distinguish the voice of his own squire, 
Timothy Crabshaw, bellowing for mercy with 
great vociferation Stimulated by this re- 
cognition, he redoubled his career in the 
dark, till at length his horse plunged inta a 
hole, the nature of which he could not i om- 
prehend, but he found it impracticable to 
disengage him It was wath some difficulty 
that he himself clambered over a ruined wall, 
and regained the open ground Here he 
groped about, in the utmost impatience of 
anxiety, ignorant of the place, mad with 
vexation for the fate of lus unfortunate 
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fiquire, and between whiles invaded with a 
pang of concern for Aurelia, left amongst 
strangers, unguarded, and alanned Tn the 
midst of this emotion, he bethought himself 
of hallooing aloud, that, in case he should 
be in the neighbourhood of any inhabited 
place, be might be beard and assisted He 
accordmgly practised this expedient, which 
was not altogether without effect, for he 
was immediately answered by ar old friend, 
no other than his own steed BroiizoAarte, 
who, heanng his master’s voice, neighed 
strenuously at a small distance T)ie knight, 
being well acquainted WMth the sound, heard 
It with astonishment, and, advanr ing in the 
right direction, found hie noble charger fast- 
ened to a tree He forthwith untied and 
mounted him , then, laying the reins upon 
his neck, allowed him to choose hts own path, 
in which he began to travel with equal stea- 
diness and expedition They had not pro- 
ceeded far when the knight’s ears w^ere 
again saluted by the cries of Crabshaw, 
whiCh Bronzoniarte no sooner heard, than 
lie pricked up his ears, neighed, and quick- 
ened his pace, as if he had been sensible of 
the squire b distress, and hastened to his 
relief Sir Launcelot, notwithstanding his 
owm disquiet, could not help observing and 
admiring this generous sensibility of his 
horse he began to think himself some hero 
of romance, mounted upon a w inged steed, 
inspired with reason, directed by some hu- 
mane enchanter, who pitied virtue in distress 
Ail circumstances cons^ Jered, it is no wonder 
ihiit the commotion in the mind of our ad- 
venturf'r prodin ed some such delirium All 
night he continued the chabo , the voice, 
which was repeated at intervals, still retreat- 
ing before him, till the morning began to ap- 
pear 111 the east, when, by divers piteous 
groans, he was directed to the corner of a 
wood, where he behold Ins miserable squiio 
btiet( hed upon the grass, and Gilbert feeding 
by him altogether unroncerned, the helmet 
and the lance suspended at the saddle-bow, 
and the portmanteau safely fixed upon the 
crupper 

The knight riding up to Crabshaw, with 
equal surprise and concern, asked what had 
brought him there'* and Timothy, after some 
pause, during which he surveyed his master 
with a rueful aspect, answered, “the devil ” 
“ One would imagine, indeed, }ou had some 
au( li conveyance,” said Sir Launcelot “ I 
have followed \our cries since last evening, 
I know not how, nor whithor, and never 
could come up w itli you till this moment 
But, say, what damage have you sustained, 
that jon lie in that wretched posture, and 
groan so dismally'*” “I can’t guess,” re- 
plied the squire, “ if it bean’t that mai hoole 
carcass is drilled into oilet holes, and my 
flesh pinched into a jelly ” “How * where- 
fore'” cried the knight — “who were the 
miscreants that treated you in such a barba- 
68 * 


rous manner Do you know the ruffians 
“ I know nothing at oil,” answered the peev- 
ish squire, “but that 1 was tormented by 
vive hundred and vifty thousand legions of 
devils, and there’s an end Don't’* “Well, 
you must have a little patience, Crabshaw — 
there’s a salve for every sore” “ Yaw^ 
mought as well tell ma, for every zow there’s 
a zir reverence ” “ For a man m your con- 
dition, methinks you talk very much at your 
ease — Try if you can got up and mount Gil- 
bert, that you may be conveyed to some place 
where yo\x can have proper assistance,— so 
— ^wcll done — cheerJy 

Timothy actually made an effort to rise, 
but fell down again, and uttered a dismal 
yell Then his master exhorted him to take 
advantage of a park wall, by wdiich he lay, 
and raise hirnself gradunll) upon it Crab- 
shaw, eyeing him askance, said, by way of 
reproach, for his not alighting and assisting 
him in person “Thatch your house with 
t — , and you’ll have more teachers than 
reachers ” Having pronounced this inele- 
gant adage, he made a shift to stand upon 
his legi», and now, the knight lending a 
hand, was mountod upon Gilbert, though not 
without a world of olis ' and ahs ' and other 
ejaculations ot pain and impatience 

As thev togged on together, our adventurer 
endeavoured to learn the particulars of the 
disaster which had befallen the squire , but 
all the information he could obtain, amounted 
to a very imperfect skeleh of the adventure 
By dint of a thousand interrogations, he un- 
derstood that Crabsliaw had been, in the 
preceding eveuing, ciuountered by three 
persons on horseback, with Venetian masks 
on their faces, which he mistook for their 
natural features, and was terrified accord- 
ingly , that they not onlv presented pistols 
to Ills breast, and led his horse out of the 
highway, but pritked him With goads, and 
pinched him, fioin time to time, till he 
screamed with the torture that he was led 
through unfrequented places across the coun- 
try, sometimes at an easy trot, sometimes at 
full gallop and tormented all night by these 
hideous demons, who vanished at day-break, 
and left him lying on the spot where he was 
found by Ins master 

Tills was a mystery which our hero could 
by no means unriddle it was the more un- 
accountable, as the squire had not been roh^ 
bed of his money, horses, and baggage He 
was even disposed to believ e, that Crabshaw’s 
brain was disordered, and the w hole account 
he had given no more than a chimera This 
opinion, however, he could no longer retain, 
when he arrived at on inn on the post-road, 
and found, upon examination, that ’Timothy’ » 
lowj^er extremities were covered with blood 
and all the rest of his body speckled w ith 
livid marks of contusion But he was still 
more chagrined when the landlord told him, 
that he was thirty miles distant from the 
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place where he had leR Aureliay and that 
hi9 way lay through cross-roads, which were 
almost impassable at that season of the year 
Alarmed at this intelligence, he gave direc- 
tions that his squire should be immediately 
conveyed to bed in a comfortable chamber, 
as he complained more and more , and in- 
deed was seized with a fever, occasioned by 
the fatigue, the pam, and terror he had un- 
dergone A neighbouring apothecary being 
called, and giving it as his opmion, that he 
could not for some days be in a condition to 
travel, his master deposited a sum of money 
in luB hands, desiring he might be properly 
attended till he should hear further tlicn 
mounting Bronzomarte, he sot out with a 
guide for the place he Iiad left, not without 
a thousand fears and perpleMtics, arising 
from the reflection of having left the jewel 
of his heart with such precipitation 


CHAPTER XVI I 

WAic/i, tt IS hopedy the reader will find an 
agreeable medley of mirth and inadne&s, 
sen^e and absurdity^ 

It was not without reason that our adven- 
turer afHicted himself, his fears were but too 
prophetic When he oliglited at the mn, 
which he had left so abruptly the preceding 
evening, he ran directly to the apartment 
where he had been so happy in Aurelia’s 
compaiw , but her he saw not — ^all was soli- 
tary 'Turning to the woman of the liouse, 
who had followed him into the room, “ Where 
18 the lady cried he, in a tone of impa- 
tience Mine hostess, screwing up her fea- 
tures into a very demure aspect, said she 
saw so many ladies, she could not pretend 
to know who he meant ** I tell thee, wo- 
jnap,” exclaimed the knight, m a louder ac- 
cent, ♦‘thou never sawest such another — ^I 
mean that miracle of beauty — ” “ Very like,” 
replied the dame, as she retired to the room 
door “ Husband, herc*s one as axes con- 
cerning a miracle of beauty , hi, hi, hi Can 
you give him any information about this mi- 
racle of beauty — O la ' hi, hi, hi ” Instead 
of answering this question, the innkeeper 
advancing, and surveying Sir Launoelot, 
“Friend,” said he, “you are the person 
that earned off ray horse out of the stable ” 
“ Tell me not of a horse— where is the young 
lady'^” **Now I will tell you of a horse, 
and ra make you find him too before you 
and I port ” « Wretc bed animal ' how dar’st 
tiioa oaMy with my impatience Speak, or 
despair— What is become of Miss Meadows ** 
Say, did she leave this place of her own 
acet^, or was she — -liah’ speak — answer, 
or, bv the powers above—” “Til answer 
yoo^jlab^ho you call Miss Meadows is m 
very gpod hands— rso you may make yourself 
oasy on that score—” “Sacred Heaven* 


explain your meaning, miscreant, or I’ll make 
you a, dreadful example to all the insolent 
publicans of the realm ” So saying, he 
seized him with one hand, and dashing him 
on the floor, set one foot on his belly, and 
kept him trembling in that prostrate attitude 
The hostler and waiter flying to the assistance 
of their master, our adventurer unsheathed 
bis sword, declaring ho would dismiss then 
souls from their bodies, and exterminate the 
whole family from the face of the earth, if 
they would not immediately give him the 
satisfaction he required 

The hostess being bv this time ternfied * 
almost out of her senses, fell on her knees 
before him, begging he would spare their 
lives, and pronnsiiig to declare the whole 
truth lie would not, however, remove his 
foot from the body of her husband, until she 
told him, that in less than half an hour after 
he had sallied out upon the supposed robberb, 
two ehaises arrived, eacli drawn by four 
horses, that two men aimed with pistol-^ 
alighting from one of them, laid violent hands 
upon the young lady and, notwithstanding 
her struggling and shrieking, forced her into 
the other carnage, in which was an infirm 
gentleman, w ho called himself her guardian 
that the maid was left to tlie care of a third 
servant to follow with a third chaise, which 
was got ready with all possible dispatch, 
while the other two proceeded at full speed 
on the road to London It w as by thi^ ( oin- 
municatne lacquey the people of tlie house 
were informed that the old gentleman his 
master was Squire Darnel, the >oung lad> 
his nicco and ward, and our adventurer a 
needy sharper, who w anted to make a prey 
of lier fortune 

The knight, fired even almost to frenzy by 
tins intimation, spurned the caicass of his 
host , and, his eye gleaming terror, ruslied 
I into the yard, m older to mount Bronzomarte 
and pursue tbo ravisher, when he was divert- 
ed from his purpose I v a new incident 

One of the postilious, who had driven the 
chaise m which Dolly was conveyed, hap- 
pened to arrive at that instant , when, seeing 
our hero, he ran up to him, cap in hand, 
and, presenting a letter, accosted him in 
these words “ Please your noble honour, if 
your honour be Sir Launcelot Greaves of 
I the West Riding, here’s a letter from a gen- 
I tlewoman that 1 promised to deliver into 
your honour’s own Iiands ” 

The kmght, snatching the letter with the 
utmost avidity, broke it up, and found the 
contents couched in these terms 

“ Honoured Sib, 

“ The man az" gi’en me leave to lat yaw 
knaw my dear leady is geing to Loondon 
with her unkle Squaire Darnel — Be not 
conzarned, honoured sir, vor I’se talce it on 
mai laife to let yaW knaw wheare we be zet- 
tied, if zo be I can vind where you loage in 
Loondon —The man zays yaw may put it m 
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the pooblic pnnts — houp the barebeir will 
be honest enuif to deliver this scrowl , and 
that your honour will pardon 

** Vour umble servant to command, 
“Doroth\ Cowslip” 
“PS Please my kamd service to laayer 
Clarke Squaire Darners man is very cuil 
\or sartain , but Pave no thoughts on him, I’ll 
assure yaw — Marry hap, worse ware may 
have a better chap, as the zaying goes ” 
llbthing could be more seasonable^than 
the delivery of this billet, which he had no 
sooner perused than his reflection returned, 
and he entered into a serious deliberation 
with his own heart He considered that 
Aurelia was by this time far beyond a possi- 
Hihty of being o\ertaken, and that by a pre- 
cipitate pursuit he should only expose his 
own infiripitips He confided m the attach- 
ment of his mistress, and in the fidelity of 
her maid, who would find opportunities? of 
cominuincating her sentiments by means of 
this lat quey, of whom he perceived by the 
letter she had already made a conquest He 
therefore rpsolved to bridle las impatience, 
to proceed leisurely to London, and, instead 
of taking any rash step winch might induce 
Anthony Darnel to remoie his niece from 
♦hat city, remain in seeming quiet until she 
should be settled, and her guardian loturned 
to the countiy Aurelia had mentioned to 
him the name of Doctor Kawdic, and from 
him he expected in due time to receive f4ie 
most interesting information 

These reflections had an instantaneous 
Effect upon our hero, w hose rage immediately 
subsided, and whobC visage gradually resum- 
ed Its natural cast of courtesy and good 
humour He forthwith gratified the postilion 
with such a remuneration as sent him dan- 
cing into the kitchen, w^here he did not fail 
to extol the generosity and immense fortune 
sf Sir Launceloi Greaves 
Our adventurer’s next step was to see 
IJronzomartc properl) accommodated, then 
he oidcred a refreshment for himself, and 
retired into an apartment, where mine host 
with his wife and all the servant^* waited on 
Inm to beseech his honour to forgive their 
iraportmcncp, which w^as owing to their ig- 
norance o^ Ins honour’s quality, and tluj false 
information tliey received from the gentle- 
man’s serv'ant He had too much mognan- 
inuty to retain the least resentment against 
such inconsiderable objects He not only 
pardoned them without hesitation, but assu- 
red the landlord he would be accountable for 
tlie horse, which, however, w^as that same 
Ov^enmg brought home by a countryman, 
w ho liad found him pounded as it were within 
the w alls of a ruined cottage As the kni§;ht 
had been greatly fatigued without enjoying 
any rest tor eight-and-forty hours, he resolved 
to indulge himself with one night’s repose, 
and then return to the place where he had 
left his squire indisposed , for by this time 


even his concern for Timothy had recurred 
On a candid #erutiny of his own heart, he 
found himself much less unhappy than he had 
been before his interview with Aurelia for, 
instead of being, as formerlj , tormented with 
the pangs of despairing love, which had ac- 
tually unsettled his understanding, be wa«? 
now happily convinced that he had inspired 
the tender breast of Aurelia with mutual af- 
fection, and though she was invidiousk^ 
snatched fl'om his embrace in the midst of 
such endearments as had wound up his soul 
to ecstasy and transport, he did not doubt of 
being ible to rescue her from the power of 
an inhuman kinsman, whose guardianship 
would soon, of course, expire, and, in tin 
mean tune, he rested vvitli the most perfect 
dependence on her constancy and virtue 

As he next crossed the country, rumina- 
ting on the disaster that had befallen hi^ 
squire, and could now compare circumstances 
coolly, be casilv comprehended the whole 
scheme of that* adventure, which was no 
other than an artifice of Anthony Darnel and 
his emissaries to draw him from the inn, 
where be proposed to execute his design 
upon the innocent Aurelia He took it foi 
granted that the undo, hjving been made 
acquainted with his niece’s elopement, had 
followed her track b) the help of such in Ru- 
ination as he leceivcd from one stage to 
another and that receiving more oanici - 
lars at the White Ilail touching Sir lidiix'- 
cclot, he had formed the scheme in w huh 
Crab^haw w'^s an iinoluntar) mstriunCMt 
towardb the bednctinn of Ins master 

Amusing himself with these and other c'* 
gitations, oar hero in the afternoon reached 
the place of his destination, and entering the 
mn were Timoth) had been left at sick quar- 
ters, chanced to meet the apothecary retir- 
ing precipitate! V ui a very unsavoury pickle 
from the chamber of his patient VVhen he 
inquired about the health of his squire, tlii'? 
retainer to medicine, wiping himself all tno 
while with a napkin, answered in inanifes* 
confusion, that he apprehended him to be ri 
a \ ery dangerous way from an inflammation 
of the pia mater, which had produced a most 
furious delirium Then he proceeded to ex- 
plain, in technical terms, the metliod of 
cure ♦he had followed, and concluded vv ith 
telling him the poor squire’s brain was so 
outrageousl) disordered, that he had rejected 
all administration, and just thrown an unnal 
m lus face 

The knight’s humanity being alarmed ni 
this intelligence, he resolved that Crabshav 
should fiave the benefit of further advice, and 
asked if fliero was not a physician in llie 
place The apothecacy, after some inier- 
joctions of hesitation, owned there was .* 
doctor in the village, an odd sort of a humour- 
itst , but he believed he had not much to do 
rn the way of his nrofession , and was not 
much used to the forms of prescription He 
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>\as counted a scholar, to be sure, but as to 
h\s medical capacity — ^he would not take 
upon him to say — “ No matter,” cned Sir 
Launcelot, “ he may strike out some lucky 
tljought for the benefit of the patient, and 1 
desire you will call him instantly ” 

While the apothecary was absent on this 
service, our adventurer took it into his head 
to question the landlord about the character 
0C this physician, which had been so unia« 
vourably represented, and received the foi- 
lowing^ information 

“For my peart, ineaster, J knows nothing 
amiss of the doctor — he’s a quiet sort of an 
inoffensive man , uses my house sometimes, 
and pays for what he has, like the rest of 
my customers They say he deals very 
little m physic stuff, but cures his patients 
with fasting and water-gruel, whereby ho 
can’t expect the ’pothccary to be his friend 
You knows, mcaster, one must live, and let 
live, as the saying is I must say, he, for 
the value of three guineas, set up my wife’s 
constitution u such a manner, that I have 
saved within these two years, I believe, forty 
pounds m ’pothecary’s bills But what of 
that** Every man must eat, tho’f at ano- 
ther’s expense , and 1 should be in a deadly 
hole myself, if my customers should take 
it m their heads to dnnk nothing but water- 
gruel, because it is good ibr the cpnstitution 
Thank God, 1 have as good a constitution as 
e’er a man in England, but for all that, I and 
my whole family weed and purge, and take 
a diet-dnnk twice a-year, by way of serving 
thfe 'pothecary, who is a very honest man, 
and a very good neighbour ” 

Their conversation was interrupted by the 
return of the apothecary with the doctor, 
who had very little of tlie faculty in his ap- 
pearance He was dressed remarkably plain , 
seemed to be turned of fifty , had a careless 
air, and a sarcastical turn in his countenance 
Before he entered the sick-man’s chamber, 
he asked some questions concerning the dis- 
ease , and when the apothecary, pointing to 
his own head, said, “ It lies all here,” the 
doctor, turning to Sir launcelot, replied, 
“ If that be all, there’s nothing in it ” 

Upon a more particular inquiry about the 
symptoms, he w'as told that the blood was 
seemingly viscous, and salt upon the toUgfue , 
thi? unne remarkably acrosaline, and the 
> fsscos atrabilious and fmtid When the doc- 
tor said he would engage to find the same 
phenomena m every healthy man of the 
three kingdoms, the apothecary added, that 
the patient was manifestly comatous, and 
mdreover afflicted with griping paras and 
borhorygmata. “ A f— for your borborygr 
mata,” cned tlie physician “What has 
beem done"*” To this question, he replied, 
that venffiscction had been three times per- 
fonjued, that a vesicatory had been apphed 
9nteir that the patient had taken 

iiccaslhP^y of ft cathartic apozem, and, be«- 


tween whiles, olexipharmic boluses and 
neutral draughts ” “ Neutral, indeed,” said 
the doctor, “so neutral, that I will be cru* 
cified if ever they declare either for the pa- 
tient or the disease ” So saying, he brushed 
into Crabshaw’s chamber, followed by our 
adventurer, who was almost suffocated at his 
first entrance The day was close , the win- 
dow shutters were fastened , a huge fire bla- 
zed m the chimney , thick harateen cumins 
werd^close drawn round the bed, wher“the 
wretched squire lay extended under an enor- 
mous load of blankets The nurse, who had 

all the extenors of a baw^d given to dnnk, * 
sat stewing in this apartment like a damned 
soul in some infernal bagnio , but rising whep 
the company entered, made her courtesies 
with great decorum “ Well,” said the 
doctor, “ how does your patienU nurse 
“Blessed be God for it, 1 hope in a fair 
way — to be sure his apozem has had a bless- 
ed effect — ^five-and-twenty stools since three 
o’clock m the morning —But then, a’would 
not suffer the blisters to be put upon his 
thighs — Good lack ' a has been mortally 
obinropolous, and out of his senses all this 
blessed day ” “ You he,” cried the squire, 

“ I a’n’t out of my seven senses, tho’f Pm 
half mad with vexation ” 

The doctor having withdrawn the curtain, 
the hapless squire appeared very pale and 
ghastly, and, having surveyed his ma^ster 
with a nioful aspect, addressed him in these 
words — “ Sir knight, I beg a boon , be pleas- 
ed to tie a stone about the nerk ot the apo- 
thecary, and a hatter about the neck of the 
nurse, and throw the one into the next river, 
and the other over the next tree, and, m so 
doing, you will do a chantabJe deed to your 
fellow- creatures , for he and she do the devil’s 
work in partnership, and have sent many a 
score of their betters home to him before 
their time ” “ Oh ^ he begins to talk sen- 
sibly — Have a good heart,” said the physi- 
cian “ What 16 your disorder “ Physic ” 

“ What do you chiefly complain of'*” “ The 
doctor ” “ Docs your head ache “ Yea, 
with impertinence ” “ Have you a pain in 
> our back “ Yes, where the blister lies ” 

“ Are you sick at stomach “ Yes, with 
hunger ” “ Do you feel any shivenngs 
“ Always at sight of the apothecary ” “ Do 
you perceive any load in your bowels'*” 
“I would the apothecarj^’s conscience was 
as deaf,” “Are you thirsty'*” “Not thirsty 
enough to d^rak barley-water ” “ Be pleased 
to look into his fauces,” said the apothecaty , 

“ he has got a rough tongue, and a very foul 
mouth, I’ll assure you ” “ I have known 
that the case with some limbs of the faculty, 
where they stood more in need of correction 
than of pliysic— Well, my honest friend, 
since you have already undergone the proper 
purgations m due form, and say you have no 
otlw disease than the doctor, we will set 
you on your legs again without further ques- 
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tion Here, nurse, open that wjndow, and of adverbanes Without ataying to put on 
throw these phials into the street Now his iielmet, bo ordered Crahsbaw to follow 
lower the curtain, without shutting the case- him in the charge against those plebeians 
incut, that the man mav not be stifled m his then couching his lance, and l^iving Bronzo- 
own steam In the next place, take oflT marte the spur, he began his career witli 
two-thirds of these coals, and one third of such impetuosity as overturned all that hap 
these blankets — How dost feel now, my pened to be in Ins way, and intimidated tlie 
lieart “ J should feel heart-whole, if so rabble to such a degree, that they retired 
be as you would throw the iioorse a’ter the l^fore him like a flock of sheep, the greater 
bottles, and the pothecary a’ter the noprse, part of them believing he was the devil m 
and order me a pound of chops for my^ dm- propria persona He came iii the very nick 
ner , for I be so boongry, I could eat a horse of time to save the life of the other errant, 
behind the saddle ** against whom three loaded muskets were 

The apothecary, seeing what passed, re- actually levelled, at the very instant that our 
tired of Ins own accord, holding up his hands adventurer began his charge The unkiiow n 
in sign of astonishment The nurse was knight was so sensible of the seasonable in- 
dismissed m the same breath Crabshaw terposition, that, riding up to our hero, — 
rose, dressed himself w ithout assistance, and ** Brother,” said he, ” this is the second time 
made a hearty meal on the first eatable that that you have holp me oflT, when I was bump 
presented itself to view The knight passed ashore Bess Mizen, I must sav, is no more 
the evening with the ph3sician, who, from than a leaky bum-boat, in comparison of the 
his first appearance, concluded he was mad, glorious galley you want to man I desire 
but, in the course of the conversation, found that henceforth we may cruise m the same 
means to resign that opinion without adopt- latitudes, brother , and Til be damned if T 
ing any other m hen of it, and parted with don’t stand by you as long as I have a stick 
him under all the impatience of curiobity standing, or can carry a rag of canvass ” 

The knight, on iiis> part, wajs very well eii- By this address our kniglit recognized the 
tertained with the witty sarcasms and erudi- novice Captain Crowe, who had found means 
tmn of tlie doctor, w^ho appeared to be a sort to accommodate himself with a very strange 
of cyme philosopher, tinctured with rnisan- mit of armour By way of helmet, he wore 
thropy, and at open war with the whole body one of the caps used by the light horse, witii 
of apothecaries, whom, how^ever, il was by straps buckled under liis chin, and contrived 
no means lub interest to disoblige * m such a manner as to conceal hie w hole 
Next day, Crabshaw being to all appear- visage, except the eyes Instead of cuirass, 
ance perfectly recovered, our adventurer mail, greaves, and other pieces of complctf 
reckonr d with the apothecary, paid the land- armour, he was cased in a postilion’s leather ^ 
lord, and set out oa his return for the Lon- jerkin, covered with thm plates of tinned 
don road, resolving to lay aside hib armour iron his buckler was a pot-lid, his lance a 
r.t bomc distance from the metropolis, fo”, hop-pole shod with iron, and a baskel-hih 
ever since ins interview^ with Aiinlu, his broad sword, like that of Hudibras, depended 
fondness tor cinvaliy hacl been gradually by a broad buff bolt, that girded his middle 
iibating As the torrent of his despair had Ifis feet w^ere defended by jack-boots, and 
dibordered the current of his sober reflection, hi» hands by the gloves of a trooper Sir 
so now, as that despair <^ubbidcd, his thoughts Lauiicclot would not lose time in examining 
bf^gan to flow deliberately in their ancient particulars, as he perceived some mischief 
( hamiel All day long he regaled his imagi- had been done, and that the enemy had ral- 
imtion w itli plans of connubial happiness, lied at a distance , he therefore commanded 
formed on the possession of the meompara- Crowe to follow' him, and rode off with great 
ble Aurelia, determined to wait with pa- cvpedition, but he did not perceive his squire 
tience, until the law should supersede the was taken prisoner, nor did the captain rc- 
anthority of her guardian, rather than adopt collect that his nephew, Tom Clarke, had 
any violent expedient which might hazard been Hisabled and secured m the beginning 
the interest of his passion of the fray The truth is, the poor captain 

He liad for some time travelled m the had been so belaboured about the pate, that 
turnpike road, when his rev ene was suddenly it was a wonder he remembered his own 
interrupted by a contused noise , and when name 
he lifted up nis eyes, he beheld at a little 
(libtance, a rabble of men and women, va- 

rioysly amiod wuth flails, pitch-forks, poles, CHAPTER XVII 

and musketb, acting offensively against a 

strange figure on horseback, who, with a Contatntng adventures of chivalry equally 
kind of lance, laid about him with incredible new and surprising 

fury Our adventurer wtis not so totally 

abandoned by the spirit of chivalry, to see The knijg^t 8ir Launcelot, and the novice 
without emotion a single kmght m danger Crowe, retreated with equal order and e\pe- 
of being overpow'ei ed bv such a multitude dition to the distance of half a league from 
5 C* 
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the field of battle, where the former, halting^, 
proposed to make a lodgment in a very de- 
cent house of entertainment, distinguished 
by the sign of St George of Cappadocia en- 
countering the draffon, an achievement in 
which temporal ana spiritual chivalry were 
happily reconciled Two such figures alight- 
ing at the inn gate did not pass through tlie 
} ard unnoticed and unadmired by the guests 
and attendants , some of whom fairly took to 
their heels, on the supposition thiat these 
outlandish creatures were the avant-couners 
or heralds of a French invasion The fears 
and doubts, however, of those who ventured 
to stay, were soon dispelled, when our hero 
accosted them in the English tongue, and 
with the most courteous demeanour desired 
to be shown into an apartment. 

Had Captain Crowe been spokesman, per- 
haps their suspicions would not have so 
quickly subsided , for he was, in reality, a very 
extraordinary novice, pot only m chivalry, 
but also in his cvternal appearance, and par- 
ticularly in those dialects of the English lan- 
guage which are used by the terrestrial ani- 
mals of this kingdom He desired the host- 
ler to take his horse m tow, and bring him 
to his moonn^ in a safe riding He ordered 
the waiter, who showed them into a parlour, 
to bear a hand, ship his oars, mind his helm, 
and bring alongside a short allowance of 
brandy or grog, that he might cant a slug 
into his bread-room , for there was such a 
heaving and pitching, that he believed he 
should shift his ballast The fellow under- 
stood no part of this address but the word 
hrandy, at mention of which he disappeared 
Then Crowe, throwmg himself into an elbow- 
chair* — “Stop ray hawse-holes,” cried be, 
“ I can’t think what’s the matter, brother , 
but, e^d, ray head sings and simmers like a 
pot of chowder My eye-sight yaws to and 
again, d’ye see tlieii there’s such a wallop- 
ing and whushing in ray hold — smite my — 
liOrd have mercy upon us Here, you swab, 
no’er mind a glass — ^hand me the noggin ” 

The latter part of this address was di- 
rected to the waiter, who had returned with 
a quartern of brandy, which Crowe snatohing 
eagerly, started into his bread-room at one 
cant Indeed there was no time to be lost, 
inasmuch as he seemed to be on the Verge 
of fainting away when he swallowed this 
cordial, by which he was instantaneously re- 
vived 

He then desired the servant to unbuckle 
the straps of his helmet , but this was a 
>ta$k which the drawer could not perfonUf 
eveti though assisted with the gooa ofilces 
of ^11* Launcelot, for the head and jaws 
were so much swelled with the disciplme 
they had undergone, that the straps and 
buddes lay buried, as it were, in pits formed 
by the tumefttction of the adjacent parts 

Fortunately for the novice, a neighbouring 
surgeoii passed by the door on horseback, a 


circumstance which the waiter, who saw him 
from the window, no sooner disclosed, titan 
the knight had recourse to his assistance 
This practitioner having viewed the whole 
figure, and more particularly the head of 
Crowe, in silent wonder, proceeded to feel 
his pulse , and then declared that as the in- 
fiammation was 'very great, and going on 
with violence to its ocme, it would be ne- 
cessary to begin with copious phlebotomy, 
and^en to empty the intestinal canal So 
saying, he began to strip the arm of the 
captain, who perceiving ms aim, — “A\ast, 
brother^” cried he, “ you go the wrong way 
to work— you may as well rummage the 
aftcrhold, when the damage is in the forecas- 
tle I shall right again when my jaws are 
unhooped ” 

With these words he drew a clasp-knife 
from his pocket, and, advancing to a glass, 
applied It so vigorously to the leathern straps 
of bis headpiece, tliat the gordian knot was 
cut, without any other damage to his face 
than a moderate scanfication, which, added 
to the tumefaction of features, naturally 
strong, and a whole week’s growth of a very 
bushy beard, produced, on the whole, a most 
hideous caricature After all, there was a 
necessity for the administration of the sur- 
geon, who found divers contusions on differ- 
ent parts of the scull, which even the tin cap 
hud not been able to protect trom the wea- 
pons of the rustics 

These being shaved and dressed secundum 
artenif and the operator dismissed with a 
proper ocknowledgemcnt, our knight detach- 
ed one of the post-boys to the field of action 
for intelligence concerning Mr Clarke and 
squire Timothy , and, m the interim, desired 
to know the particulars of Crowe’s adven- 
tures since he parted from him at the White 
Hart 

A connected relation, in plain English, 
was what he had little reason to expect from 
the novice, who nevertheless exerted Ins 
faculties to the uttermost fur his satisfaction 
He gave him to understand, that in steering 
his course to Birmingham, where lie thought 
of fitting himself with tackle, he had fallen 
in, by accident, at a public house, with an 
Itinerant tinker, in the very act of mending 
a kettle that, seeing him do his business 
like an able workman, he had applied to him 
for adv^ , and the tinker, after having con- 
sidered that subject, had undertaken to make 
him such a suit of armour, neither sword 
nor lance should penetrate; that they ad- 
journed to the next town, where the leather 
coat, the plates of tinned iron, the lance and 
the broad-sword were purchased, together 
with a copper saucepan, which the artist was 
now at work upon, m converting it to a 
shield, but, in the mean time, the captain, 
being impatient to begin his career of chival- 
ry, had accommodated himself with a pot-lid, 
and taken to the highway, notwithstanding 
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aJl the cntreatieH, tears, and remonstrances 
of his nephew Tom Clarke, who could not 
however be prevailed upon to leave him m 
the dangerous voyage he had undertaken, 
that this being but Uie second day of his 
journey, he descried five or six men on 
lioibchack, bearing up full in his teeth, upon 
wJiich he tlirew his sails a-back, and pre- 
pared for action , tliat he hailed them at a 
considerable distance, and bade them bring 
to, when they came alongside, notvAth- 
biauding his hail, he ordered them to clew 
up their courses, and furl their top-sails, 
^ilhcrwise he would be foul of their quarters , 
that, hearing tins salute, they luffed all st 
once, till their cloth shook in the wind , then 
he hallooed in a loud voice, that his sweet- 
heart Resbelia Mizzcn wore the broad pen- 
dant of beauty, to which they must strike 
their topsails, on pain of being sent to the 
bottom, that, after having eyed him for 
some lime with astonishment, they clapped 
on all their sails, some of them running 
under his stern, and others athwart his fore- 
foot, and got clear off, tliat not satisfied 
with running a-head, they all of a sudden 
tacked about, and one of them boarding him 
on the lee-quarter, ^ve him such a drubbing 
about hiH upper wo^s, tliat the lights danced 
in his lanthorne , that he returned the salute 
with his hop-pole so effectually, that his ag- 
gressor broached to m the twinkling of a 
handspike , and then he was engaged w illt 
all the rest of the enemy, except one who 
sheered off, and soon returned wutli a mus- 
queto fieet oi small craft, who had done him 
considerable damage, and, in all probability, 
would have made prize of him, had'nt he 
been brought off by the knight’s gallantly 
lie said, that in the beginning ot the conflict 
Tom Clarke rode up to the foremost of the 
* nemy, as he did suppose, in order to pre- 
\ent hostilities , hut before ho got up to him 
near enough to hold discourse, he w'us pooped 
witli a sea that almost sent him to the bot- 
tom, and then towed off he knew not whither 
Crowe had scarce finished his narration, 
w hich consisted of broken hints, and uncon- 
nected explosions of sea-terms, when a gen- 
tleman of the neighbourhood, who acted 
in the commission of the peace, arrived at 
the gate, attended by a constable, who had 
in custody the bodies of Thomas Clarke and 
Timothy Crabshaw^ surrounded by five men 
on horseback, and an innumerable posse of 
men, women and children, on foot The 
captain, who always kept a good look-out, 
no sooner descried tins cavalcade and pro- 
cession, than he gave notice to Sir Launce- 
lot, and advised that they should crowd 
away with all the sail they could carry Our 
adventurer was of anothei opinion, and de- ■ 
termined, at any rate, to procure the en*' 
largement of tlie prisoners 

The justice, ordering his attendants to 
stay Without the gate, sent his compliments 


LAUNCELOT GREAVES 

to Sir Launcelot Greaves, and desired to 
speak with him for a few minutes He ivas 
immediately admitted, and could not help 
staring at sight of Crowe, who, by this time, 
had no remains of the human physiognomy, 
so much was the swelling increased, and the 
skin discoloured The gentleman, whose 
name was Mr Elmy, having made a polite 
apology for the liberty he had taken, pro- 
ceeded to unfold his business Ho said, 
iniormation had been lodged w ith him, as a 
justice of the peace, against two armed men 
on horseback, who had stopped five farmers 
on the king’s highway, put tnem in fear and 
danger of their lives, and even assaullcd, 
maimed, and wounded divers persons, con- 
trary to the king’s peace, and in violation of 
the statute , that, by the description, he sup- 
posed the knight and his companion to be the 
persons against whom the complaint had 
been lodged and understanding his quality 
from Mr Clarke, whom he had known in 
London, he was come to wait upon him, and 
if possible effect an accommodation 

Our adventurer having thanked him for 
I the polite and obliging manner in which he 
proceeded, frankly told him the whole storvs 
as It had been just related by the captain , 
and Mr Elmv had no reason to doubt the, 
truth of llie nairative, as it confirmed everv 
circumstance which Clarke had before re- 
ported Indeed, Tom had been \er> con- 
municativo to this gentleman, ard made him 
acquainted with the whole histoiy of Sir 
Launcelot Greaves, as well a!> with the 
whimsical resolution ol hisnnclt, Captam 
Crowe Mr EJrnj now told the knight, that 
the perfeons wIr i the cnptain had stopped, 
w'ere fanners returning from a neighbouring 
market, a sot of people naturally boorish 
and at that time elevated w ith die to an un 
common pitch of insolence that one of 
them in particular, called Pnckle, was the 
most quarrelsome fellow in the whole couiitv , 
and so litigious, that he had maintained above 
thirty law-smts, in eight and twenty of 
which he had been condemned in costs He 
said the others might be easily mfiitenced in 
the wav of admonition, but there was no 
way of dealing with Prickle, except by the 
form and authority of the law , he therefore 
propoc’pd to hear evidence in a judicial capa- 
city, and his clerk being in attendance, the 
court was opened m thelsnight’s apartment 
By this time Mr Clarke had made sucJi 
good use of his tune m explaining the law 
to his audience^ and displaying the great 
wealth and unbounded liberality of Sir 
Launcelot Greaves, that he liad actually 
brought over to his sentiments the constable 
Olid the commonalty, tog, rag, and bob-tail, 
and even etagger^ tlic majonty of tlie 
farmers, who, at first, had breathed nothin*, 
but defiancft and revenge Farmer Stake 
being first called to the ba% and sworn touch- 
ing the identity of Sir Launcelot Greaves 
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dnd Captain Crowe, declared that the said appeared, were now set at liberty , wh^n 
CroWe had stopped him on the king's high- the former, advancing to his worship, gave 
way, and put him in bodily fear , that he af- information against Geoffrey Prickle, and de- 
terwards saw the said CroiRe with a pole or dared upon oath that he had seen him as- 
weapon, value three pence, breaking the sault Captain Crowe without any provoca- 
king’s peace, by committing assault and bat- tion , and when he, the deponent, inter- 
tery against the heads and shoulders of his po^ed to prevent further miscinef, the said 
majesty’s liege eubjeibts, GeoflFrey Prickle, Pntkle had likewise assaulted and wounded 
Hodge Dolt, Richard Bumpkin, Mary Pang, him, the deponent, and detained him for 
Catherme Rubble, and Margery Litter , some time in false imprisonment, without 
<ind that he saw Sir Launedot Greaves, bar- waisrant or authority 
onet, aiding, assisting, and comforting the Tn consequence otlhis information, which 
said Crowe, contrary to the king’s peace, was corroborated by dners evidences, se- 
and against the form of the statute lected from the mob at tlie gate, the table? 

Being asked, if the defendant, when he were turned upon fanner Prickle, who was 
stopped them, demanded their money, or given to understand, that he must either iind 
threatened violence ^ he answered, he could bail, or be forthwith impnsoned This homst 
not say, inasmuch as the defendant spoke in boor, who was in opulent circumstanceb, had 
an unknown language Being interrogated, made such popular Ube of the benefits hi 
if the defendant did not allow them to pass possessed, that there was not a houbokeeper 
without using any violence, and if they did in the parish w ho would not have rejoiced 
rot pubs unmolested the deponent replied to see him hanged IIis dealings and con- 
in the affirmative Being required to tell nections, however, were such, that none of 
fur what reason they returned, and if the the other four would have refused to bd’l 
defendant, Crowe, was not assaulted before him, had not Clarke given them to undcr- 
he began to use his weapon, tfie deponent stand, that, if they did, he would make them 
made no answer The depositions of far- all principals and parties, and have two bcpa- 
inor Bumpkin and Muggins, as well as of rate actions against each Prickle happened 
Madge Litter and Mary Fang, were taken to to be at variance with the innkeeper, and 
much the same purpose, and his worship the curate durst not disoblige tlie vicai, who 
earnestly exhorted them to an acconimoda- at that very time was suing the farmer for 
Mon, observing, that they themselves were the small tithes He ofiered to deposit a 
m fact the aggressors, and that Captain sum equal to the recognizance of tlio knight s 
Oowe had done no more than exerted him- bail, but this was rejected, as an CApodieiit 
self in his own defence contrary to the practice of the courts He 

They were all pretty well disposed to fol- sent for the attorney of the village, to whom 
low lus advice, except farmer Prickle, who, he had been a good customer , but the law- 
entering the court with a bloody handker- yer was huntuig evidence in another count} 
chief about Ins head, declared that the law The exciseman presented hmibell as a surety , 
should determine it at next ’size , and in the but he, not being a housekeeper, was not 
mean time insibted that the defendants accepted Divers cottagers, w Jio depended 
fehould find immediate bail, or go to prison, on farmer Pnckle, were successively rc- 
or be set in the stocks He affirmed that fused, ^ because they could not prove that 
they had been guilty of an affray^ in appear- th^ had paid scot and lot and parish taxes 
ing with armour and weapons not usually The farmer, finding himself thus forlorn 
worn, to the terror of others, which is m it- and in imminent danger of visiting the in- 
selt a breach of the peace, but that they side of a prison, was seized with a paroxysm 
had, moreover, witJi force of arms, that is to of rage, during which he inveighed against 
say, with bwords, staves, and other warlike thebench, reviled the two adventurers errant, 
instrumonto, by turns, made an assault and declared that he believed, and would lay a 
qff'ray, to ihe terror and disturbance of him wager of twenty guineas, that he had mort 
and divers subjects of our lord th% king, money in' his pocket than eVr a man in the 
then and tliere being, and to the evil and company , and ni the space of a quarter of an 
pernicious example of the liege people of hour swore forty oaths, which the justice did 
the said lord the Iviitg, and against the peace of not fail to number “ Before we proceed to 
our said lord the king, his crown and dignity, other matters,” said Mr Elmy, ** 1 order you 
Tile peasant had purchased a few law- to pay forty shillings for the oaths you have 
terms at a considerable expense, and Tie swore, otherwise I will cause you to be set 
1 bought he had a right to turn Ins knowledge in the stocks without further ceremony ” 
to the annD}ance of all his neighbours Mr Prickle, throwing down a couple of gui- 
Elmy, finding him obstinately deaf to all neos, with two execrations more to make up 
proposals ol accommodation, held the de- the sum, declared that he could afford to 
tendants to very moderate bail, the landlord pay for swearing as well as e’er a justite m 
and the curate of the parish freely ofifering the county, and repeated hie challenge of the 
themselves as sureties Mr Clarke, with wager, which our adventurer now accepted, 
Tiriiothy Crabshdvv, against whom nothing protesting at the same time, that it was not 
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a step taken irom any motive of pride, b»4t 
entirely with a view to punish an insolent 
plebeian, wlio could not otherwise be chas- 
tised without a breach of the peace Twenty 
^mineas bein^ deposited on each side in the 
hands of Mr Elmy, Prickle, witii equal con- 
hdence and dispatch, produced a canvass ba^, 
containiag two hundred and seventy pounds, 
which, being spread upon the table, made a 
very formidable show, that dazzled the eyes 
ol the beholders, and induced many of 4hcm 
to believe he had insured his conquest 

Our adventurer, asking if he Jiad any thing 
further to offer, and being answered in the 
negative, drew forth, with great deliberation, 
a pocket-booK, in which there was a con- 
•sidcrable parcel of bank-notes, from which 
he selected three of one hundred pounds each, 
and exhibited them upon the table, to the 
apionit.hment of all piescnt Prickle, mad 
with his overthrow and loss, said it might be 
necessary to make him prove the notes were 
honestly come by , and Mir Jiauncelot started 
up, in order to take vengeance upon him for 
this insult, but was withheld bv the arms and 
remonstrances of Mr Elmy, who assured him 
that Prickle desired nothing so much as 
another broken head, to lay the foundation of 
a new prosecution 

The knight, calmed by this interposition, 
turned to the audience, <«a>ing, with the mot>t 
affable deportment, “Good poojile, do not 
imagine that I intend to pocket the spoils of 
such a contemptible rascal I shall beg the 
favour of this worthy gentleman to take up 
these twenty guineas, and distribute them as 
he shall think proper among the poor of the 
paitsh but, by this benefaction I do not 
imld myself acquitted tor the share I had in 
iip bruises some ol you have roceivod in 
vliis unlucky fray, and therefore I give the 
other twenty guineas to bo divided among 
the sudererB, to each according to the dam- 
age he or she shall appear to have sustained , 
and 1 shall consider it as an additional obli- 
gation, it Mr Elmy will likewise superintend 
this retribution ** 

At the close of this address, the whole 
jitrd and gateway rung with acclamation, 
while honest Crowe, whose genero’^ity was 
not infonor oven to that of the accomplished 
Greaves, pulled out his purse, and declared, 
that, as he had begun the engagement, he 
would at least go ^are and share alike in 
new-caulking their seams and repairing their 
tiniberfi The knight, rather than enter into 
n dispute vvith his novice, told him he Con- 
sidered the twenty guihcas as given by them 
both in conjunction, and that they would 
c onfer together on tliat subject hereafter 

This point being adjusted, Mr Elmy as- 
sumed all the solemnity of the ma^strate, 
and addressed himself to Pnckle in these 
words — “ Parmer Prickle, I am both sorry 
su'd ashamed to see a man bf your years and 
circumstances so little respected, that you 
09 


cannot find sufficient bail for forty pounds , 
a sure testimony that you have neither cul- 
tivated the fnendship, nor deserved the good 
will of your neighbours I have heard of 
your quarrels and your note, your insolenc o 
and litigious disposition, and often wished 
for an opportunity of giving you a propt i 
taste of the law’s correction That oppor 
tunity now offers — you have, in the hearing; 
of all these people, poured forth a torrent ot 
abuse against me, both in the character of u 
gentleman and of a magistrate , your abusing 
me personally, perhaps I should have ovc r- 
looked with the contempt it deserves, hut 
I should ill vindicate the dignity of my officf» 
as a magistrate, by suffering you to insul^ 
the bench with impunity f shall therefore 
imprison you for contempt, and you shall re- 
main in jail, until you can find bail on the 
other prosecutions ” 

Pnckle, the first transports of his angci 
having subsided, began to be pricked with 
the thorns of compunction He was indeed 
extremely mortified at the prospect of being 
sent to jail so disgracefully ILs counte- 
nance fell, and after a hard internal struggle, 
while the clerk was employed in writing the 
mittimus, ho said he hoped his worship would 
not send him to prison He begged pardon 
of him and our adventurers for having abusca 
them m his passion , and observed, that, as 
he had received a broken head, and paid tvi^o- 
and-twenty guineas for his folly, be couM 
not be said to have escaped altogether with- 
out punishment, even if the pUintiff shoald 
agre*’ to exchange releases 

Sir Launcclot, eeemg th’s stubborn rustic 
effcctuallv humbled, became an advocate in 
his favom with Mr Elmy and Tom Clarke, 
who forgave him at his request , and a mc- 
tual release being executed, the farmer was 
permittc d to depart The populace w ere re- 
galed at our adventurer’s expense, mid the 
men, women, and <hildren, who had bpcii 
wounded or bruised in the battle, to tlie num- 
ber of ten or a dozen, were desired to wait 
upon Mr Elmy ui the morning, to receive the 
knight’s bounty The justice was prevailed 
upon to soeiid the evening with Sir Launet- 
lot and his two companions, for whom sup- 
per w^ds bespoke , but the first thing the cook 
prepared, was a poultice for Crowe’s head, 
whicTi was now enlarged to a monstrous ev- 
hibition Our knight, w ho was all kindness 
and complacency, shook Mr Clarke by the 
hand, expressing his satisfaction at meeting 
with his old friends again, and told him 
softly , that he had compliments for him from 
Mrs Dolly Cowslip, who now lived with hih 
Anreha 

Clarke was confounded at this intelligence, 
ani aft^ some hesitation, — “ Lord bless mv 
soul I” pried he, “ I’ll be shot then, if the 
pretended Mis*^ Meadows wa’ii’t the same ss 
Miss Dame! i” He then declared himself 
extremely glad that poor Dolly had got into 
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such an agreeable situation, passed many 
warm encomiums on her goodness of heart 
and virtuous inclinations, and concluded 
with appeal mg to the knight, whether she 
did not look very pretty in her green Joseph 
In the mean time, he procured a plaster fhr 
his own head, and helped to apply the poul- 
tice to that of his uticle, who was sent to 
bed betimes with a moderate dose of sack- 
whey, to promote perspiration The other 
thi-ee passed the evening to their mutual 
satisfaciton , and the justice, in particular, 

f rew enamoured of the knight’s character, 
ashed as it was with extravagance 
Let us now leave them to the enjoyment 
of a sober and rational conversation, and give 
some account of other guests who arrived 
late in the evening, and here fixed tiieir 
night-quarters — But as we have already tres- 
passed on the reader’s patience, we Shall 
give him a short respite until the next chap- 
ter makes its appearance 


CHAPTER XVm 

In which the rays of chivalry shine with 
renovated lustre 

Our hero little dreamed that he had a for- 
midable nval m the person of the knight 
who arrived about eleven at the sign of the 
St George, and, by the noise he made, gave 
intimation of his importance This was no 
other than Squire Sycamore, who having re- 
ceived advice that Miss Aurelia, Pamel had 
eloped from the place of her retreat, imme- 
diately took the field in quest of that lovely 
fugitive hoping that, should he have the 
good fortune to find her in her present dis- 
tress, his good offices would not be rejected 
He had followed the chase so close, that im- 
mediately after our adventurer’s departure, 
he alighted at the inn from whence Aurelia 
had been conveyed, and there he learned the 
particulars which we have related above 
Mr Sycamore had a great deal of the 
childish romantic in his disposition, and m 
the course of his amours, is said to have 
always taken more pleasure in the pursuit 
than in the final possession He had heard 
of Sir Launcelot’s extravagance, by which 
he was in some measure * infected, and he 
dropped an msmuatior), that he could eclipse 
his nval even in his own lunatic sphere 
This hint was not lost upon his companion, 
counsellor, and buffoon, the fiicetious Davy 
Dawdle, who had some humour and a great 
deal of mischief m his composition He 
looked upon his patron as a fool, and his 
pstron knew him to be both knave and fool , 
yet the two characters suited each other so 
well, that they could hardly exist asimder, 
Davy was an artful sycophant, but he did not 
flatter in the usual way , on the contrary, he 
behaved e» ooualier, and treated Sycamore, 


on whose bounty he subsisted, with the mo<it 
sarcastic familiarity Nevertheless, he sea- 
soned his freedom with certain qualifying 
ingredients that subdued the bitterness of it, 
and was now become so necessary to the 
squire, that he had no idea of enjoyment 
with which Dandle was not somehow or 
other connected There had been a warm 
dispute betwixt them about the scheme of 
contesting the prize with Sir Launcelot m 
the ^sts of chivalry Sycamore had insinu- 
ated, that if be had a mind to play the fool, 
he could wear armour, wield a lance, and 
manage a charger, as well as Sir Launcelot 
Greaves Dawdle snatching the hint, “1 
had some time ago,” said he contrived a 
scheme for you, which I was afraid you had 
not address enough to execute — It would be 
no difficult matter, in imitation of the bache- 
lor Sampton Carrasco, to go m quest of 
Greaves as a knight-errant, defy him as a 
rival, and establish a compact, by which the 
vanquished should obey the injunctions of 
the victor ” ** That is my \enr idea,” cried 
Sycamore “ Your idea,” replied the other, 
“ had you ever an idea of your own concep- 
tion'*” Thus the dispute began, and was 
maintained with groat vehemence, until other 
arguments failing, the squire offered to lav a 
wager of twenty ^ineas To this proposal 
Dawdle answered by the interjection pish * 
which inflamed Sycamore to a repetition pf 
the defiance “ Yon are in the right,” said 
Dawdle, “ to use such an argument as you 
know IB by me unanswerable A wager of 
twenty guineas will at any time overthrow 
and confute all the logic of the most able 
syllogist, who has not got a shilling m his 
pocket ” 

Sycamore looked very grave at this decla- 
ration, and, after a short pause, said, ** 1 
wonder, Dawdle, what you do with all you’* 
money “I am surprised you should give 
yourself that trouble — T never ask what } ou 
do with yours ” “ You liavc no occasion to 

ask, you know pretty well how it goes ” 
**What* do you upbraid me with your 
favours '* — ^’tis mighty well, Sycamore ” — 
Nayi, Dawdle, 1 did not intend to affront ” 
“Zounds* affront’ what d’ye mean “I’ll 
assure you, Davy, you don’t know rnc, it 
you think I could be so ungenerous as to — 
a— to” — “ I always thought, whatever faults 
or foibles you might have, Sycamore, that 
you was not deficient in generosity* — though 
to be sure it is often very absurdly displayed ” 
“ Ay, that’s one of my greatest foibles , I 
can’t refuse even a scoundrel when 1 think 
he IS in want— Here, Dawdle, take that 
note,” “ Not I, sir, — ^what d’j^ mean, — 
what right have I to your notes “ Nay, 
but Dawdle,— come ” “ By no means — it 
looks like the abuse of good-nature, — all the 
world knows you’re good-natured to a fault ” 
“Come, dear Davy, you shalJ — you must 
oblige me ” Thus urged, Dawdle acc**pted 
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the bank-note with g^eat reluctance, and re- 
fitored thr idea to the right owner 
A buit of armour being brought from the 
garret or armoury of hiB ancestors, he gave 
orders for having the pieces scoured and 
furbished up , and his heart dilated with joy 
when he reflected upon the superb figure he 
should make when cased in complete steel, 
and armed at all points for the combat 
When he was fitted with the other parts, 
Dawdle insisted on buckling on his heliliet, 
which weighed fifteen pounds , and the 
headpiece being adjusted, made such a clat- 
^ter about his cars with a cudgel, that his eyes 
had almost started from their sockets His 
voice was lost within the vizor, and his 
friend affected not to understand his mean- 
ing when he made signs with his gauntlets, 
and endeavoured to close with him, that he 
might wrest the cudgel out of his hand At 
length he desisted, saying, “ Fll warrant the 
helmet sound by its rismg,’’and taking it 
off, found the squire in a cold sweat He 
would have achieved his first exploit on the 
spot, had his strength permitted him to as- 
sault Dawdle , but, what with want of air, 
and the discipline he had undergone, he had 
well nigh swooned away , and before he re- 
trieved the use of his members, he was ap- 
peased by the apologies of his companion, 
who protested he meant nothing more than 
to try it tlie helmet wab free of cracks, and 
whether or not it would prove a good protec- 
tion to the head it covered 

His excuses were accepted, the armour 
was packed up, and next mor JMr Syca- 
more set out from his own hou^e, accompa- 
nied by Daw^dle, wdio undertook to perform 
the part of his squire at the approaching 
combat He was ^so attended by a servant 
on horseback, who had charge of the armour, 
and another who blowed the trumpet They 
no sooner understood that our hero was 
housed at the George, tlian the trumjieter 
bounded a charge, which alarmed Sir Launce- 
iot and hi8 company, and dibturhed honest 
Captain Crowe m tlie middle of Ins first 
sleep Their next step was to pen a chal- 
Jenge, which, when the stranger departed, 
w^as by the trumpeter delivered with great 
ceremony into the hands of Sir Launcelot, 
who read it m these words — 

“ To the Knight of ihe Crescent, greet- 
ing Wliercas lam informed you have the 
presumption to lay claim to the heart of the 
peerless Aurelia Darnel, I give you notice 
that 1 can admit no nvalbhip m the afiection 
of that paragon of beauty , and I expect that 
you will either resign your pretensions, or 
make it appear, in single combat, according 
to the law of arms, and the institutions of 
chivalry, that you are worthy to dispute her 
favour with him of the Griffin 

“ POLYDORE ” 

Our adventurer w^as not a little surprised 
at this address, which however he pocketed 


in silence, and began to reflect, not without 
mortification, that he was treated as a luna- 
tic by some person who wanted to amuse 
himself with the infirmities of his fellow- 
creatures Mr Thomas Clarke, who saw the 
ceremony with which the letter was dehver- 
ed, and the emotions with which it was read, 
hied him to the kitchen for intelligence, and 
there learned that the stranger was Squire 
I Sycamore He forthwith comprehended the 
nature of the billet, and, in the apprehension 
I that bloodshed would ensue, resolved to 
alarm his uncle, that he might assist in 
keeping the peace He accordingly entered 
the apartment of the captain, who 'had been 
wak^d by the trumpet, and now peevishly 
asked the meaning of that damned piping, 
as if all hands were called upon deck Clarke 
ha.ving imparted what he knew of the trans- 
action, together with his own conjectures, 
the captain said, he did not suppose as bow 
they would engage by candle light, and 
that, for his own part, he should turn out m 
tjie laiiioard watch, long enough before any 
signals could be hove out for forming the 
line With this assurance the lawyer re- 
tired to hiB rest, where he did not fail to 
dream of Mrs Dolly Cowslip, while Sir 
Launcelot passed the night awake, in rumi- 
nating on the strange challenge he had re- 
ceived He had got notice that the sender 
was Mr Sycamore, and hesitated with him- 
self whether he should not punish him for 
his impertinence , but when he reflected on 
the nature of tlie dispute, and the senous 
consequences' it might produce, he resolved 
I to decline the combat, as a trial of right and 
anent founded upon absurdity Even in his 
maddest hours, he never adopted those max- 
ims of knight-errantry which related to chal- 
lenges He alwiws perceived the folly and 
wickednebs of defying a man to mortal fighi , 
because he did not like the colour of lub 
beard, or the complexion of his mistress , or 
of deciding by homicide whether he or hib 
rival deserved the preference, when it was 
the lady^s prerogative to determine which 
should be the happy lover It was his opi- 
nion that chivalry v/as an useful institution 
while confined to its original purposes of 
protecting the innocent, assisting the fricnd- 
foss, cjid bringing the guilty to condign pun- 
ishment but he could not conceive how 
these laws should be answrered by violating 
every suggestion of reason, and every pre- 
cept of humanity 

Captain Crowe did not examine the mat- 
ter so philosophically He took it for grant- 
ed that in the morning the two knights would 
come to action, and edept sound on tliat sup- 
position But he rose before it was day, 
resolved to be somehow concerned in tlw 
fray , and understanding that the stranger 
had a companion, set him down immediate!} 
for his own antagonist So impatient was 
he to establish this secondary contest, that 
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by day-break he entered the chamber of 
Dawdle, to which he was directed by the 
waiter, and roused him with a hiUoa, that 
might have been heard at the distance of 
half a leaj^e Dawdle, startled by this ter- 
rific sound, sprung out of bed, and stood up- 
right on the floor, beflire he opened his eyes 
upon the ob^ct bv which he had been so 
dreadfully alarmed But when he beheld 
the head of Crowe, so swelled and swathed, 
so livid, hideous, and grisly, with a broad 
sword fay his side, and a cose of pistols in 
his girdle, he believed it was the apparition 
of some murd^edman , his hair bristled up, 
his teeth chattered, and his knees knocked 
he would have prayed, but his tongue denied 
Its office Crowe seeing his perturbation,— 
Mayhap, friend,” said he, “you take me 
for a buccaneer , but I am no such person 
My name is Captain Crowe I come not ffir 
your silver nor your gold, your rigging nor 
your stowage , but bearing as now your 
friend intends to bring my friend Sir Launce- 
lot Greaves to action, d*ye see, 1 desire, in 
the way of friendship, that, while they are 
engaged, you and I, as their seconds, may 
lie board and hoard for a few glasses to di- 
vert one another, d’ye see ” Dawdle hear- 
ing this request, began to retneve his faiml- 
ties, and throwing himself into the attitude 
of Hamlet when the ghost appears, exclaim 
ed m a theatneal accent, 


“Angels and ministers of grace defend us’ 

Art thou a spirit of grace, orgobtm damnM^*’ 

As he seemed to bend his eye on vacancy, 
the captain began to think thi^t he really 
saw something preternatural, and stared 
wildly round Then addressing himself to the 
terrified Dawdle — ^“Damn’d,” said he, “for 
what should 1 be damn’d If you are afeard 
of goblins, brother, put your trust in the 
Lord, and he’ll prove a sheet anchor to you ” 
The other having by this time recollected 
himself perfectly, continued notwithstanding 
to spout tragedy, and in the words of Mac- 
beth, pronounced. 


“ What man dare, I dare 
Approach thou like tlic lugged Russian bear, 
The armed ihinoeeros, oi H> rcani an tiger 
Take any shape but that, and m} firm nerves 
Shall ne\cr tremble ^ 


#' 


“’Ware names, Jack,” cned the impatient 
gjariner, “ if so be as how you^ll boar a hand 
’ rig yourself, and take « short trip with 
into the offing, we’ll Overhaul this here 
affair m the turning of a capstan ” 

At this juncture they were joined by Mr 
Sycamore m his night-gown and slippers 
Disturbed by Crowe’s first salute, he had 
sprung up, and now expressed no small as- 
tonishment at first sight of the novice’s 
countenance* After having gazed alter- 
nately at him and Dawdle,— “Who have 
you got here,” said he, “raw head and 


bloody bones'*” When his friend, slipping 
on his clothes, gave him to understand that 
this was a friend of Sir Launcelot Greaves, 
and explained the purport of his errand, he 
treated him with more cmhty He assured 
him that he should have the pleasure to 
break a spear with Mr Dawdle , and signi- 
fied ins surprise that Sir Launcelot had not 
made an answer to his letter It being by 
this time clear day-light, and Crowe ex- 
treifiely interested in this affair, he broke 
without ceremony into the knight’s chamber, 
and told him abruptly that the enemy had 
brought to, and waited for his coining up, 
in order to begin the action — “ I’ve hailed 
his consort,” said he, “ a shambling chatter- 
ing fellow he took me first for a hobgoblin, 
then called me names, a tiger, a wrynose- 
o’roBs, and a Persian bear , but egad, if I 
come athwart I’ll make him look like 
the bear and ragged staff before we part — I 
wool — ” 

This intimation was not received with that 
alacrity which the captain expected to find 
in our adventurer, who told him in a peremp- 
tory tone, that he had no design to come to 
action, and desired to be left to his repose 
Crowe fbrthwith retired crest-fallen, and 
muttered something, ivhich was never dis- 
tinctly heard 

About eight m the morning Mr Dawdle 
brought him a formal message from the 
knight of the Griffin, desiring lie would ap- 
point the lists, and give security of the field 
To which request he made answer in a very 
composed and solemn accent, — “ If the per- 
,son who sent you thinks I have injured him, 
let him, without disguise or any such ridicu- 
lous ceremony, explain the nature of the 
wrong , and then I shall give such satisfac- 
tion as may suit my conbcicnce and my cha- 
racter If he hath bestowed his affection 
upon any particular object, and looks upon 
me as a favourite rival, I shall not wrong the 
lady BO much as to take any step that maj 
prejudice her 'choice, especially a step tJiat 
contradicts my own reason as much as it 
would outrage the laws of my country If 
he who calls himself knight of the Griffin ib 
really desirous of treading in the paths of 
true chivalry, he will not want opportunities 
of sjgnaln&ing his valour in the cause of vir- 
tuc Should he, notwithstanding this decla- 
ration, offer violence to me in the course of 
my occasions, he will always find me in a 
posture of defence , or, should he persist in 
repeating his importunities, 1 shall without 
ceremoDv chastise the messenger ” His de- 
clining the combat was interpreted into fear 
by Mr Sycamore, who now became more in- 
solent and ferocious, on the supposition of 
out kfiigbt’s timidity Sir launcelot mean- 
while went to breakfkst with his friends, and 
having put on his armour, ordered the horses 
to be brought forth Then he paid the bill, and 
walking deliberately to the gate, in presence 
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*of Squire Sycamore and his attendants, 
vaulted at otio spring into the saddle of Bron- 
zomarte, whose neighing and curveting pro- 
claimed the joy he felt in being mounted by 
his accomplished master 

Though the knight of the Griffin did not 
think proper to insult his rival personally, 
his friend Dawdle did not fail to crack some 
jokes on the figure and horsemanship of 
Crowe, who again declared he shou^ be 
glad to fall in with him upon the voyage , 
nor did Mr Clarke's black patch and rueffil 
countenance pass unnoticed and tinndiculed 
As for Timothy Crabshaw, he beheld his 
brotiier squire with the contempt of a vete- 
lan, and Gilbert paid him his compliments 
with his heels at parting but when our ad- 
\enturcr and his retinue were cleiu of the 
inn, Mr Sycamore ordered his trumpeter to 
bound a retreat, by way of triumph over his 
.intagoiiist 

l\‘rliaps he would have contented himself 
with this kind of victory, had not Dawdle 
further inflamed his envy and ambition, by 
launching out in praise of Sir Launcelot 
Ilo obsened, that his countenance was open 
and manly , Ins joints strong knit, and his 
i )rm unexceptionable , that he trod like Her- 
iiiles, and vaulted into the saddle like a 
winged Mercury nay, he even hinted it was 
lucky for Sycamore that the knight of the 
Crescent happened to be so pacifically dis- 
posed Ills patron sickened at these praises, 
and took fire at the last observation He af- 
fected to undervalue personal beauty ^though 
tlio opinion of the world had been favourable 
To himself in that particuUr he said he was 
at least two me hes taller than Greaves , and 
as to shape and air, he v/ould make no com- 
jiansons , but with respect to riding, he was 
Mire he had a better seat than Sir launcelot, 
and would wag<»r five hundred to fifty gui- 
iK IS, that he would unhorse him at the first 
encounter “ There is no occasion for lay- 
ingwdgerb,”,replied Mr Dawdle, “the doubt 
may be detennincd in half an hour — Sir 
Launi olot is not a man to avoid you at full 
sfiillop ” S} cdinore, after some hesitation, 
declared he would follow and provoke hun 
to battle, on condition that Dawdle would 
cngdgo Crowe , and this condition was ac- 
tcjited for, though Davy had no stomach 
to the trial, he could not readily find an ex- 
cuse for declining it , besides, he had dis- 
<-o\( red the captain to be a very bad horse- 
man, and re&olvod to eke out bis own scanty 
V dlour w ith a border of ingenuity The ser- 
vants wore immediately ordered to unpack 
the armour, and, in a little time, Mr Syca- 
more made a very formidable appearance 
But the scene that followed is too impor- 
tant to be huddled in at the end of a 
chapter and therefore we shall reserve it 
for a more conspicuous place in these me- 
moirb 


CHAPTER XTX 

Contatmng the achievements of the hmghts 
of the Griffin and Crescent 

Mr Sycamore, alias the knight of the Gnftin, 
80 denominated from a griffin painted on his 
shield, being armed at all points, and his 
finend Da wale provided with a certain imple- 
ment, which he flattered himself would in- 
sure a victory over the novice Crowe, they 
set out from the George, with their attend- 
ants, in all tlie elevation of hope, and pranced 
along the highway that led tow'ards London, 
that being the road wliicli our adventu- 
rer pursued As they were extremely well 
mounted, and proceeded at a round pace, 
they in less than two hours came up with 
Sir Launcelot and bis compi^ny and Syca- 
more sent another formal defiance to the 
knight by his trumpeter, Daw^dle having, for 
good reasons, declined that office 

Our adventurer hearing himself thus ad- 
dressed, and seeing his rival, who had passed 
him, posted to obstruct his progress, armed 
cap-a-pee, with his lance in the rest, deter- 
mined to give the satisfaction that was re- 
quired, and desired that the regulations of 
the combat might be established The 
knight of the Griffin proposed that the van- 
quished party should resign all pretensions 
to Miss Aurelia Darnel, in favour of th*' 
victor, that while the principals were en- 
gaged, his friend Dawdle should run a tilt 
with Captain Crowe that Squire Crabsha\ 
and Mr Sycamores servant should keep 
themselves in readiness to assist their re- 
spective masters occasionally, according to 
the law of arms , and that Mr Clarke should 
observ^e the motions of the trumpeter, whose 
province was to sound the char^ to battle 

Our 1 night agieed to these regulations, 
notw ithstaiiding the earnest and pathetic re- 
monstrances of the young lawyer, who, with 
tears in his eyes, conjured all the combatants 
in their turn to refrain from an action that 
might be attended with blood&’ied and mur- 
der, and was contrary to the laws both ot 
God and man In vain he endeavoured to 
move them by tears and entreaties, by threat- 
enin^tbcm with prosecutions in this world, 
and pains and penalties in the next , they 
persisted m their resolution, and his uncle 
would have begun hostilities on his carcass, 
had he not been prevented by Sir Launcelot, 
who exhorted Clarke to retire from the field, 
that he might not be involved m the conse- 
quences of the combat He relished this 
advice so well, that he had actually moved 
off to some distance , but his apprehensions 
and concern lor his friends co-operating w itli 
an insatiable curiosity, detained him in sight 
of the engagement 

The two lights havmg fairly divided the 
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ground, and tho same precautions being taken alighted immediately, and be^n to unbuckle 
by the seconds, on another part of the field, his helmet, in which office he was assisted 
Sycamore began to be invaded with some by the tnimpeter When the headpiece was 
scruples, which were probably engendered removed, the hapless knight of the Griffin 
by the martial appearance and well known appeared in the pale livery of death, though 
character of hib antagonist The confidence he was only in a swoon, from which he soon 
which he had derived from the reluctance recovered by the effect of the fresh air, and 
of Sir Lsnncclot now vanished, because it the aspersion of cold water, brought from a 
plainly appeared that the kmght’s backward- small pool m the neighbourhood When lie 
ness was not owing to personal timidity, recognised his conqueror doing the offices 
and he foresaw that the prosecution of this of humanity about his person, he closed hw 
joke might be attended with very senous eyes from vexation, told Sir Launcelol 
consequences to his own life and reputation that his was the fortune of the da>, though 
He therefore desired a parley, in which he he himself owed his mischance to the fault 
observed, his affection for Miss Darnel was of his own horse , and obserwd, that this 
of such a delicate nature, that, should the ridiculous affair would not have happened 
discomfiture of his rival contribute to make but fhr tlie mischievous instigation of that 
her unhappy, his victory must render him scoundrel Dawdle, on whose iibs he threat- 
the most miserable wretch upon earth lie ened to revenge this mishap 
proposed, therefore, that her sentiments and Perhaps Captain Crowe might have saved 
choice should be ascertained before they him the trouble, had the wag honourably ad- 
proceeded to extremitj hered to the institutions of chivalry in his 

Sir l^uncelot declared that be was much conflict with our novice , but on tins oci a- 
more afraid of combating Aurelia’s mehna- sion his ingenuity was more commendable 
lion, than of opposing the knight of the than his courage He had provided at the 
Griffin in arms, and that if he had the inn a blown bladder, in which sg\ oral smooth 
least reason to think Mr Sycamore, or any pebbles were inclosed , and this he blily fixed 
other person, was distinguished by her pre- on the head of hie pole, w'hen the captain 
ferenco, he would instantly give up his suit as obeyed the signal of battle Instead of heai - 
desperate At the same time, he observed, ing the brunt of the encounter, he lurne 1 ouf 
that Sycamore had proceeded too far to re- of the straight line, so as to avoid the hnc( 
tract , that he had insulted a gentleman, and of his ant^onist, and rattled Ins hladdi r 
not only challenged, but even pursued him, with sui h eifect, that Crow^e’s horse, pricking 
and blocked up his passage in the public up his ears, took to his lioels, and fled acrost 
highway , outra^s wluch he (SirLauncelot) some ploughed land with such precipiUlion, 
would not suffer to pass unpunished ^ Ac- that the rider was obliged to quit his spear, 
cordmgly, he insisted on the combat, on pain and lay fast hold on the mane that he rnigiit 
of treating Mr Sycamore as a craven and a not be thrown out of the sadflle Dawdle, 
recreant Tins declaration was reinforced who was much better mounted, seeing Iiih 
by Dawdle, who told him, that, should he condition, rode up to the unfortunate novice , 
now declme the engagement, all the world and belaboured his shoulders without fear of 
would look upon him as an infamous poltroon retaliation 
These two observations gave a necessary Mr Clarke, seeing his kinsman so roughly 
fillip to the courage of the challenger The handled, forgot his fears, and flew to his a*'- 
parties took their stations, the trumpet sound- sistance , but, before he came up, thf ag- 
ed to charge, and the combatants began their gressor had retired , and now perceiving that 
career with great impetuosity WiStherthe fortune had declared against his friend and 
gleam of Sir Launcelot’s arms affrighted^ patron, very honourably abandoned him in 
Mr Sycamore’s steed, or some other wject hie distress, and went oflf at full speed toi 
hod an unlucky effect on his eye-sight, cer- London 

tain it IS, he started at about midway, and Nor was Timothy Crabshaw without his 
gave his rider such a violent shake, tk dis- shqre in the noble achievements of this pro- 
composed his attitude, and disabled him' pitious day He had by this time imbibed 
from using his lance to the best advanta^ sHich a tincture of errantry, that he firmly 
Had our hero continued his career with fiis believed himself and bis master equally in- 
lance couched, m all probability Sycamore’s vincible , and this belief operating upon a 
armour would have proved but a bad defbnee perverse disposition, rendered him as quar. 
to his carcass , but Sir Launcelutrpercemng relsome in his sphere as his master a as mild 
his rival’s spear unrested, had just timO to and forbearing As he sat on horseback, in 
throw up the point of his own, when the the place assigned to him and Sycamore’s 
two horses closed with such a shockt that lacquey, he managed Gilbert in such a man- 
Syeamore, already wavering in the saddle, ner, as to invade with his heels the poste- 
was overthrown, and his armour crashed nors of the other’s horse, and this insult 
around him as he fell produced some altercation, which ended in 

The victor, seeing him he without motion, mutual assault The footman handled the 
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falitt-end of hi6 horsevirhip witli great dexterity wielded Mr Clarke, running up to the a&- 
about the head of Crabshaw, who declared sistance of his uncle, was opposed by the 
afterwards, that it sung and simmered like a lacquey, who seemed extremely desirous ot 
kettle of cod-fish but the squire, who un- seeing the enemy revenge his quarrel, b) 
deratood the nature of long-lashes, as having falling foul of one another, Clarke, thus 
been a carter from his infancy, found means impeded, commenced hostilities against the 
to twine Ins thong about the neck of his an- footman, while Crowe grappled with Crab- 
tagonist, and pull him off his horse half shaw , a battle-ioyal ensued, and was main- 
strangled, at tlie very instant his master was tamed with great vigour and some bloodshed 
thrown by Sir Lauiicelot Greaves on all sides, until the authonty of Sur Laun- 

Having thus obtained the victory, he^did celot, reinforced by some weighty remon- 
not much regard the punctilios of chivalry, strances apphed to the squire, put an end to 
^)ut, taking it for granted he had a right to the conflict Cpibshaw immediately desisted, 
make the most of his advantage, resolved to and ran roaring to cominunicate his gnc\- 
carry off the spolia optma Alighting with ances to Gilbert, who seemed to sympathize 
great agility, — “ Brotnor,” cried he, “1 think very little with his distress The lacquev 
as haw yaw is bcan*t a butcher’s horse, a took to his heels, Mr Clarke wiped his 
doan'l carry calves well — I’se mak^ yaw bloody nose, declaimg he had a good mind 
knavv your churning days, I wool — ^what, yaw to put the aggressor in the crown office , and 
look as if }aw was crow-trodden, you do— Captain Crowe continued to ejaculate un- 
now, you shall pay the score you have been connected oaths, which, however, seemed to 
running on my pale, you shall, brother ” imply that he was almost sick of his new 
fck> saying, he rifled his pockets, stripped profession “ D— n my eyes, if you call this 
lum of his hat and coat, and took possession — start my timbers, brother — ^look ye, d*\ c 
of his master’s portmanteau But he did not see — a lousy, lubberly, cowardly son of a — 
long enjoy his plunder , for the lacquey com- among the breakers, d’ye see — lost my steer- 
plaming to Sir Launcelot ot his having been age way — spbt my binnacle ; hawle away — 
flobpoiled, the knight commanded his squire O » damn all arrantry — give me a tight ves- 
to refund, not without menaces ot subjecting sei, d’ye see, brother, — ma)hap you mayn’t 
him to tilt severest chastiseinent for nis in- — snatch ray — sea room and a spanking gale 
lustice and rapacity Timothy represented, —odds heart, TU hold a whole year’s — smite 
with great vehemence, that he had won the mv limbs, it don’t s*g*iif) talking” 
spoils m fair battle, at the expense of Ins Our hero consoled *our novice tor his, oi«- 
hcad and shoulders, which he inimediately aster, by observing, that, if he had got som* 
uncovered to prove his allegation but his blows, fie bad lost no honour At the saire 
remonstrance having no effect upon his mas- time, he observed, that it w'as verj diflicu’ , 
tor, — “ Wounds *” cned he, ‘*an I mun gee if not impossible, for a man to succeed m tiu 
thee back the pig, I’se gee thee back the paths of cbivalrv*^ who had passed the bettoi 
poke also , I’m a drubbing still in thy debt ” part of his dajs in other occupations,, and 
With these w ords, he made a most furious hinted, that, as the cause which had engaged 
nttack upon the plaintiff with his horsewhip, him in this way ot life no longer existed, h* 
and, before the knight could interpose, repaid was determine to relinquish a profession 
the lacquey with mtere^.t As an appurte- which m a peculiar manner exposed him to 
nance to Svcdinore and Dawdle, he ran the the most disagreeable incidents Crow<> 
1 isk of another as-^sault from the novice Crowe, chewed the cud upon this insinuation, vvhiU 
w ho w as so transported vv ith rage at the dis- the other personages of the drama were ern- 
agrecable trick which had been played upon ployed m catching the horses, which had 
hna by lus fugitive antagonist, that he could given their riders the slip As for Mr bv- 
not for some time pronounce on articulate cainore, he was so bruised by his fall, thi 
sound, but a tew broken mteijections, the it was necessary to procure a litter for ton- 
meaning of wdiicli could not be ascertained \ eying him to the next town; and the ser- 
bnatching up hi^ pole he ran towards the vant lOaS dispatched for this convenience, 
place where Mr Sycamore sat on the grass, Sir Launcelot staying with him until it am 
fcupported by the trumpeter, and w^ould have ved 

finished what our adventurer had left undone, When he was safely deposited in the 
if the knight ot the Crescent, wuth admirable carnage, our hero took leave of him in thesf‘ 
dexterity, iiad not warded off the blow which terms — ^1 shall nbt insist upon your sub- 
lie aimed at the knight of the Griffin, and mitting to the terms you yourself proposed 
signified his displeasure m a resolute tone 1 before thia rencounter. I give you fret 
then he collared the lacquey, who was just leave to use all your advaklta^, m an hon- 
dibciigaged from the chastising band of Crab- ourable way, Ibr promoting your suit with 
shaw , and, swinging his lance with his other the young lady of whom you profess jmurscJt 
liand, encountered the squire’s ribs by acci- en&moui^d Should you have recourse 
dent sinister practices, you will find Sir Launcelot 

Timothy w^as not slow in returning the Greaves ready to demand an account of your 
salutation with the weapon which he still I conduct, not m the character of a lunatic 
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knight-errant, but as a plain English gentle, 
man, jealous of his honour, and resolute in 
his purpose ” 

To this address Mr Sycamore made no 
reply, but with a sullen aspect ordered the 
carnage to proceed, and it moved accord- 
ingly to the nght, our hero’s road to London 
lying m the other direction 

Sir Launcelot had already exchanged his 
armour for a ndu>jg;«coat, bat, and boots , and 
Crowe, parting with his skull-cap and leath- 
ern jerkin, remned, m some respects, the 
appearance ot a human creature Thus 
inetamorfdio8ed, they pursued their wav m 
an easy pace, Mr Clarke endeavoured to 
amuse them with a learned dissertation on 
the law, tending to demonstrate that Mr Sy- 
camore was, by his behaMour on that day, 
liable to three didferent actions, besides a 
commission of lunacy, and tliat Dawdle 
might be prosecuted for having practised 
subtle craft to the annoyance of his uncle, 
over and above an action for assault and 
battery , because, for wby '* The said Crowe 
having run away, as might be easily proved, 
before any blows were gi\en, the said Daw- 
dle, by pursuing him even out of the high 
road, putting him in fear, and committing 
battery' on his body, became, to all intents 
and purposes, the aggressor , and an indict- 
ment would he tn beaico regis 

The captain’s pride was so shocked at 
these observations, that he exclaimed with 
equal rage and impatience, — “ You lie, you 
dog, tn bilkum ou he, Isay, you 

lubber, 1 did not run away , nor was I in 
tear, d’ye see It was my son of a b — h of 
a horse that would not obey the helm, d’ye 
see, whereby 1 cou’dn’t use my metal, d’ye 
sec As for the matter of fear, you and fear 
may kiss my — So don’t go and heave your 
stink-pots at my character, d'ye see, or — 
agad I’ll trim thee fore and aft with a — I 
v\ ool ” Tom protested he meant nothing 
but a little speculation, and Crowe was ap- 
peased 

In the evening they re'ached the town of 
Bugden witliout any further adventure, and 
passed the night m great tranquillity 

Next morning, even after the horses were 
ordered to he saddled, Mr Clarke, without 
ceremony, entered the apartment W Sir 
Launcelot, leading in a female, who proved 
to be the identical Mrs Dolly Cowslip This 
young woman, advancing to the knight, 
cned,— “ O Sir Launcelot » my dear 
my dear leady !” — ^but was hindered ftom pro- 
ceeding by a flood of tears, which the tender- 
hearted lawyer mingled with a plentiful 
shower of sympathy 

Our adventurer starting at this exclama- 
tion, — “ O Jieavens »’* cned he, where is 
xny Aurelia? speak, where did you leave 
that jewel of my soul'^ answer me m a mo- 
inent-^I am all terror and impatience 

Dolly having recollected herself, told him 


that M r Darnel had lodged his niece in the 
new buildings by May Fair, that, on the 
second night after their arrival, a very warm 
expostulation had passed between Aurelia 
and her uncle, who next morning dismibsed 
Dolly, without permittmg her to take leave 
of her mistress, and that same day moved to 
another part of the town, as she afterwards 
learned of the landlady, though she could 
not inform her whither they were gone 
that, when she wa^ turned away, John 
Clump, one of the footmen, who pretended 
to have a kindness for her, had taithtully^ 
promised to call upon her, and let her know 
what passed in the family , but os he did not 
keep his word, and she was an utter stran- 
ger in London, without friendb or settlement, 
she had resolved to return to her mother, 
and travelled so far on foot since yesterday 
morning 

Our knight, who had expected the most 
dismal tidings from her lamentable pream 
ble, was pleased to find his presaging fcare> 
disappointed , though he was far from being 
satisfied with the dismission of Dolly, from 
whose attachment to his interest, joined to 
her influence over Mr Clump, he had hoped 
to reap Buch*intelligence as would guide him 
to the haven of his desires After a minute’s 
reflection, he saw it would be expedient to 
carry back Mrs Cowslip, and lodge her at the 
lace where Mr Clump had promised to vbit 
er with intelligence , for, in all probability, 
It was not from want of intimation that he 
had not kept his promise 
Dolly did not exprosb any atersion to tlie 
scheme of returning to London, where she 
hoped once more to rejoin her dear lady, to 
whom by this time she was attached by the 
strongest ties of affection , and her mchna 
tion m this respect was assisted by the con- 
sideration of having the company of the 
young lawyer, who, it plainly appeared, had 
made strange havoc in her heart, though it 
must be owned, for the honour of this bloom- 
ing damsel, that her thoughts had ne\cr once 
deviated from the paths of innocence and 
virtue The more Sir Launcelot surveyed 
this agreeable maiden, the more he felt linn- 
self disposed to take care of her fortune , 
and from this day he began to ruminate on a 
sclieme which was afterwards consummated 
in her favour In the mean time he laid in- 
junctions on Mr Clarke to conduct his ad- 
dresses to Mrs Cowslip according to the 
rules of honour and decorum, as he valued 
hiB^ countenance and friendbhip His next 
step was to procure a saddle-horse for Dolly, 
who preferred this to amr other sort of car- 
nage, and thereby gratified the wish of her 
admirer, who longed to see her on horse- 
back m her green joseph 
The armour, including the accoutrements' 
of the novice and the squire, were left m the 
care of the innkeeper, and Timothy Crab- 
ehaw was so metamorphosed by a plain 
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livery-frock, that even Gilbert with difficulty gardens of Rotherhithe Sir Launcelot was 
recognised his person As for the novice not insensible to the beauties of this land- 
Crowe, his head had almost resumed its na- scape, but, his pursuit lying another way, he 
tural dimensions, but then his whole face contentedr himself with a less enchanting 
was so covered with a Imd suffusion, his situation, and Crowe accoiApanied him out 
nose appeared so flat, and his lips so tume- of pure friendship 

fied, that he might very well have passed for At nig^t, Mr Clarke arrived at our hero’s 
a Caffre or Ethiopian Every cucumstance house with tidings that were by no means 
bemg now adiusted, they departed from Bug- agreeable. He told him, that, Clump had 
den in a regular cavalcade, dined at Hatfield, left a tetter for Dolly, informing her, that 
and in the evening arrived at the Bull4lnd- his master, Squire Darnel, was to set out 
Gate mn in Holborn, where thev established early m the morning for Yorkshire , but be 
their quarters for the night could give no account of her lady, who had 

^ the day before been conveyed, he knew not 

whither, in a hackney-coach, attended bv hci 
CHAPTER XX uncle and an ill-looking fellow, who had 

much the appearance of a bailiff or turnkey. 
In which our hero descends into the man^ so that he feared she was in trouble 

swns of the damned Sir Launcelot was deeply aflfected by this 

intimation. His apprehension was even 
The first step which Sir Launcelot took m roused by a suspicion that a man of Darnel’s 
the morning that succeeded his arrival m violent temper and unprincipled heart might 
London, was to settle Mrs Dolly Cowslip in have practised upon the life of his lovely 
lodgings at the house whore John Clump mece , but, upon recollection, he could not 
had promised to visit her , as he did not suppose tiiat he had recourse to such infa- 
doubt that, though the visit was delayed, mous expedients, knowing, as he did, that ati 
it would some time or other be perform- account of her would be demanded at his 
ed, and in that case he might obtain some hands, and that it would be easily proved he 
intelligence of Aurelia Mr Thomas Clarke had conveyed her from the lodgings in which 
u as permitted to take up his habitation in she resided 

the same house, on his earnestly desiring he His first fears now gave way to another 
might be intrusted with the office of convey- suggestion, that Anthony, in order to mtimi- 
ing information and instruction between date her into a compliance witli his propo- 
Dolly and our adventurer The knight hunt sals, had trumped up a spurious claim i^ainst 
self resolved to live retired, until he should her, and, by virtue of a writ, confined Tier m 
receive some tidings relating to Miss Darnel some pnson or spunging-house Possessed 
that would influence his conduct', but he with this idea, he desired Mr Clarke to 
proposed to frequent places of pubhe resort search the sheriff’s office in the morning, 
incognitio, that ne might have some chance that he might know whether any such writ 
of meeting by accident with the mistress of had been granted , and he himself resolved 
hiH heart to make a tour of the great prisons belonging 

Taking It for granted, that the oddities of to the metropolis, to inquire, if perchance 
Crowe would help to amuse him m his hours she might not be confined under a borrowed 
of solitude and disappointment, he in\ited name Finally, he determined, if possible, 
that original to be his guest at a small house, to apprise her of hn place of abode, by a 
wliicii he determined to hire ready furnislied, paragraph m all the daily papers, signifying, 
m the neighbourhood of Golden-square The that Sir Launcelot Greaves had arrived at his 
captain thanked him for his courtesy, and house near Golden-square 
fran'vly embraced his offer, though he did pot AH these resolutions were punctually exe- 
much approve of tlie knight’s choice in point cutod No such writ had been taken out m 
of situation He said lie would recommend the shenff ’s office , and therefore, our hero 
him to a special good uppqr deck hard by St set ouh on his jail expedition, accompanied 
Catherine’s m Wapping, where he would be by Mr Clarke, who had contracted some ac- 
deligh ted with the prospect of the street for- quaintance with the commanding officers iii 
wards, well frequented by passengers, carts, mese garnsons, in the course of his clerkship 
drajs, and other carnages , and having baek^ and practice as an attorney The first day 
wards an agreeable view of Alderman Far- they spent in prosecuting their inquiiy 
son’s great brewhouse, with two hundred through the Gate-house, Fleet, and Marshal- 
hogs feeding almost under the winddw« As sea , the next day they allotted to the King’s 
a further inducement, he mentioned the vici- Bench, where they understood there was a 
nity of the Tower guns, which would regale great vanety of prisoners T^ere they pro- 
his hearing on days of salutation , nor did posed to make a minute scrutiny, by the hplj> 
he forget the sweet sound of mooring and of Mr Notten, the d^uty-marsM, who was 
unmooring ships in the river, and the pleas- Mr Clarke’s intimate friend, and bad nothing 
ing objects on the other side of the Thames, at all af the jailor, either m his appearance 
displayc d in the oozy docks and cabbage- or in his disposition, which was remarkably 
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humane and benevolent towards all hi8 fellow- Mr Felton, a prisoner of a very decent ap. 
creatures pearance, who paid his compliments with a 

The knight having bespoke dinner at a good grate, and invited the company to 
tavern in the borough, was, together witli repose themselves m his apartment, which 
Captain Crowe, conducted to the prison of was large, commodious, and well furnished 
the King’s Bench, which is situated m St When Sir Launcelot asked the cause of that 
George’s fields, about a mile from the end of uproar, he told him that it was the prelude 
Westmmster bridge, and appears like a neat to a boxing-match between two of the priso- 
little re^lar town, consisting of one street, ners, to be decided in the ground or garden 
surrounded by a very high wall, including an of ^e place 

open piece of ground, which may be termed (Aptain Crowe, expressing an eager cu- 
a garden, where the prisoners take the air, nositv to see the battle, Mr Felton assured 
and arouse thems^ves with a vanety of di- him there would be no sport, os the combat, 
versions Except the entrance, where tlie ants were both reckoned dunghills —“but in 
turnkeys keep watch and ward, there is no- half an hour,” said he, “ there will be a battle 
thing in the place that looks like a jail, or of some consequence between two of the 
bears the least colour of restraint The demagogues of the place, Dr Crabclaw and 
street is crowded with passengers. Trades- Mr Tapely, the first a physician, and the 
men of all kinds herer exercise their difibrent other a brewer You must know, gentle- 
professions Hawkers of all sorts are ad- men, that this microcosm, or republic in 
mitted to call and vend their wares as in any miniature, is, like the great world, split into 
open street of London Here are butchers’ factions Crabclaw is the leader ol one 
stands, chandlers’ shops, a surgery, a tap- party, and the other is headed by Tapely , 
house well frequented^ and a public kitchen, both are men of warm and impetuous tcm- 
in which provisions are dressed for all the pers, and their intrigues have embroiled the 
pnsoners gratis, at the expense of the pub- whole place, insomuch that it is dangerous 
lican Here the voice of misery never com- to walk the street on account of the con- 
plams , and, indeed, little else is to be heard tinual skirmishes of tbcir partirans At 
but the sounds of mirth and jollity At the length some of the more sedate inhabitants 
further end of the stredfc, on the right hand, having met and deliberated upon some rem- 
IS a little paved court losing to a separate edy for these growing disorders, proposed 
building, consisting of twelve large apart- that the dispute should be at once decided 
ments, called etate rooms, well fiirmshed and ^ single combat between the two chiefs, 
fitted up for the reception of the better sort who readily agreed to the proposal The 
of crown pnsoners, and on tlie other side match was accordingly made for five guineas, 
of the street, facing a separate division of and tins very day and hour appointed for 
ground called the comnnon side, is a range the trial, on which considerable sums of 
of rooms occupied by pnsoners of the lowest money are depending As for Mr Norton^ 
order, who share the profits of a begging it is not proper that he should be present, 
box, and are maintained by this practice, and or seem to countenance such violent pro- 
some established funds of charity We ceedings, which, however, it is necessary to 
ought also to observe, that the jail is provi- connive at, as convenient vents for the eva- 
ded with a neat chapel, in which a clergyman, poration of those humours, which, being 
in consideration of a certain salary, perforins confined, might accumulate and bicak out 
divine service every Sunday with greater fury m conspiracy and rebellion ” 

Our adventurer, having searched the books, The knight owned he could not conceive 

and perused the description of all the female by what means such a number of licentious 
prisoners who had been for some weeks ad- people, amounting, with their dependents, 
mitted into the jail, obtained not the least to above five hundred, were restrained with- 
mtelligence of nis concealed charmer, but in the bounds of any tolerable discipline, oi 
resolved to alleviate his disappomtment by prevented from making their escape, which 
the gratification of his curiosity C they might at any«time accomplish, either by 
Under the auspices of Mr Norton, he stealth or open violence, os it could not be 
made a tour of the prison, and, in particular, supposed that one or two turnkeys, continu- 
visited the kitphen, where he saw a number ally employed m opening and shutting the 
of spits loaded with a vanety of provision, door, could resist the eflorts of a whole 
consisting of botchers’ meat, poidtiyi and multitude^ 

game he could not help expressing his “ Your wonder, good sir,” said Mr Felton, 
astonisbinent with uplifted hands, and con- “ will vanish, when you consider it is 
jgrattilating himself in secret, upon his being hardly possible that the multitude should co- 
a member of that community which had pro- operate m the execution of sfich a scheme , 
vided euch a comfortable asylum for the un- and that the keeper perfect!} well under- 
‘foTtunate His ejaculation was interrupted stands the maxim dtvfde et tmpera Many 
by a tumultuous noise in the street , and Mr pnsoners are restrained by the dictates of 
Norton declaring he was sent for to the gratitude towards the deputy-marshal, ^hoso 
lodge, consigned our hero to the care of one fnendship and good-offices they have expe- 
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nenced , some no doubt are actuated by 
motives of discretion One party is an 
eifectual clieck upon the other , and I am 
firmly persuaded that there are not ten 
prisoners within the place that would make 
iheir escape, if the doors were laid open 
This IS a step whiclf no man would take, 
unless his fortune was altog^ether desperate , 
because it would oblige him to leave his 
country for life, and expose him to the most 
imminent risk of being re-taken, andtretted 
with the utmost seventy The majonty of | 
the prisoners live in the most lively hope of 
""being released by the assistance of their | 
friends, the compassion of their creditors, 
or the favour of the legislature Eome who ' 
are cut off from all these proposals, are be- 
c orne naturalized to the place, knowing they 
cannot subsist in any other situation 1 
myself am one of these After having re- 
signed all my effects for the benefit of my 
creditors, I have been detained these nine 
years in prison, because one person refuses 
to sign my certificate 1 have long outlived 
dll my friends firom whom I could expect the 
least countenance or favour, I am grown 
old m confinement, and lay my account with 
ending my days in jail, as the mercy of the 
legislature in favour of insolvent debtors is 
c^^ver extended to uncertified bankrupts 
taken in execution By dint of industry 
and the most rigid economy, 1 make shift to 
live independent in this retreat To this 
iscenc my faculty of subsisting, as well as 
iny body, is peculiarly confined Had I an , 
opportunity to escape, where should I *go ** 
411 my views of fortune have been long 
blasted 1 have no friendw nor connections 
111 the world I must, therefore, starve in 
some sequestered corner, or be recaptuated 
and confined forcicr to close pnson, deprived 
of the indulgences which I now enjoy ” j 
Here the conversation was broken off by I 
mother uproar, which was the signal to 
battle between the doctor and his antago- 
ribt The company immediately adjourned 
to the field, where the combatants were al- 
ready undressed, and the stakes deposited 
The doctor seemed of the middle age and 
middle stature, active and alert, with an j 
alrabilanous aspect, and a mixture of rage 
and disdain expressed in his countenance 
The brewer was large, raw-boned, and 
round as a but^ of beer, but very fat, un- ! 
wieldy, short-winded and phlegmatic. Our 
adventurer was not a little surprised when 
lie beheld, in the character of seconds, a 
indie and a female stripped naked from the 
waist upwards, the latter ranging on the 
side of the physician , but the commence- 
ment of the battle prevented his demanding 
of hi8 guide an explanation of this pheno- 
menon The doctor retiring some paces 
backwards, threw himself into the attitade 
of a battering ram, and rushed upon his an- 
tagonist with great impetuosity, foreseeing, 


that, should he have the good-fortune to 
overturn him in the first assault, it would 
not be an easy task to raise him up again, 
and put him in a capacity of offence But 
the momentum of Crabclawithead, and the 
concomitant efforts of his knuckles, had no 
effect upon the nbs of Tapely, who stood 
firm as the Acroceraunian (^omontory , and 
stepping forward with his projects fist, 
something smaller and softer than a sledge- 
hammer, struck the physician to the ground 
In a trice, however, by the assistance of his 
female second, he was on his legs again, 
and grappling with his antagonist, endea- 
voured to tnp him a fall but instead of ac- 
complishing his purpose, he received a 
crosB-buttock, and the brewer throwing him- 
self upon him as he feU, had well-nigh smo- 
thered him on the spot The amazon fiew 
to his assistance, and Tapely showing no 
inclination to get up, she smote him on the 
temple till he roared The male second 
hastening to the relief of his principal, made 
application to the eyes of the female, wlucli 
were immediately surrounded with black 
circles , and she returned the salute with a 
blow, which brought a double stream of 
blood from his nostrils, greeting him at the 
same time with the opprobrious appellation 

of a lousy son of a b h A combat more 

furious than the first would now have en- 
sued, had not Felton interposed with an 
air of authority, and insisted on the man'^ 
leaving the field, an injunction whicli he 
forthwith obeyed, saying, — ** Well, damme, 
Felton, you’re my friend and commander , 

I’ll obey your order — ^but the b h will be 

foul of me befbie we sleep ” Then Felton 
advancing to his opponent, — “ Madam,*' 
said he, “ I’m very sorry to see a lady of 
your rank and qualifications expose yourself 
in this manner— for God’s sake, behave with 
a little more decorum, if not for the sake of 
your own family, at least for the credit of 
your sex in general ” “Hark ye, Felton,” 
said ehe, “ decorum is founded upon a del - 
cacy of sentiment and deportment, which 
cannot consist with the disgraces of a jail, 
and the miseries of indigence But I see 
the dispute is now terminated, and the money 
18 to be drank , if you’ll dine with us, you 
shall \» welcome, if not, you may die m 
your sobriety, and be damned ” 

By this time the doctor had given out, 
and allowed the brei\er to be the better man , 
vet he would not honour the festival with 
ms presence, but retired to his chamber, 
exceedingly mortified at bis defeat Our 
hero was recouducted to Mr Felton’s apart- 
ment, where he sat some time without open- 
ing ins mouth, so astonished he was at 
what he had seen and heard 
“I perceive, air,” said the prisoner, “you 
are surprised at the manner in which I ac- 
costed that unhappy woman , and perhaps 
you will be more surprised when you hear 
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that within these eighteen months she was ports of her grief and mortification , but these 
actually a person of fashion, and her oppo- subsiding, she bad recourse to personal solu 
nent, who by-the-bye is her husband, uni- citation She went with her only child in 
vereally respected as a man of honour and her arms, a lovely boy, to her father’s door, 
a brave officei^ am indeed,” cned our and being denied admittance, kneeled down 
hero, ** overwhelmed With amaaement and in the street, imploring his compassion in 
concern, as well as Stimulated by an eager the most pathetic strain , but this hard- 
curiosity to know the iktal causes which have hearted citizen, instead of recognizing his 
produced such a reverse of chmuc- child, and taking the poor mourner to his 
ter and fortune.^ Butf^dltrein myeunoaitv 'bosom, insulted her from the window with 
tiU the afternoon, if you will favour me with the^ost bitter reproach, saying, among other 
your compax^ at a tavern in the neighbour- shockii^expressions, — ‘Strumpet, take your- 
hood, whem 1 teve bespoke dinner, a favour self away with your brat, otherwise 1 shall send 
which 1 hope" Mr Korton will have no ob- for the ueadle, and have you to Bridewell ’ 
jection to your granting, as he himself is to The unfortunate lady was cut to the 
be of party ” The prisoner thanked him heart bvthis usage, and fainted m the street, 
for his kind invitation, and they adjourned firom wnOnce she was conveyed to a public 
immediately to the place, taking up the house by the chanty of some passengers 
deputy-marshal in their passage throu^ the She afterwards attempted to soften the bar- 
lodge or entrance of the prison banty of her father by repeated letters, ai'd 

by mterestxng Some of his friends to inter- 
cede with him m her behalf, but all lier en- 
CHAPTEH XXI deavours proving ineffectual, she accompa- 

nied her husband to the pnson of the King’s 
Containmg further nnecdolee relatmg to Bench, where she must have felt, in the 
the children of wretchednees severest manner, the fatal reverse of circum- 

stances to which she was exposed 

Dinner being cheerfully discussed, and our “ Tlie captain being disabled from going 
adventurer expressing an eager desire to to sea, was superseded, and he saw all Ins 
know the histcnyof the mtde and female who hopes blasted m the midst of an active war, 
had acted as squires or seconds to the cham- at a time when he had the fairest prospects 
pions of the King^s Bench, Felton gratified of fame and fortune He saw himself re- 
his curiosity to effect duced to extreme poverty, cooped up with 

“ All that I know of Captain Clewline, the tender partner of his heart m a wretched 
previous to his commitment, is, that he was hovel, amidst the refuse of mankind, and on 
commander of a sloop of war, and bore the the brink of wanting the common necessaries 
reputation of a gallant officer , that he mar- of life The mind of man is ever ingenious 
Tied the daughter of a nch merchant in tlie in finding resour(||8 He comforted his lad\ 
city of London, against the inclination, and with vain hopes m having friends who would 
without the knomedge, of her father, who effect his deliverance, and repeated assu- 
renounced her for this act of disobedience raxices of this kind so long, that he at length 
that the captain consoled himself fbr the began to think they were not altogether void 
rigour of the parent, with the possession of of foundation 

the lady, who was not only remarkably beau- ** Mrs Clewline, from a principle of duty, 

tifiil in person, but highly accomplished in recollected all her fortitude, that she might 
her mind, and amiable m her disposition not only bear her fate with patience, but 
Such, a few months ago, were those two even contribute to alleviate the woes of her 
persons whom > ou saw acting ui such a vul- husband, whom her affection had ruined 
gar capacity When they first entered the She affected to believe the suggestions ol 
pnson, the^ were undoubtedly the band- his pretended hope , she interchanged with 
bomest couple mine eyes ever beheld, and him assurances of better fortune , her ap- 
their appearance won universal respyt even pearance exhibited a calm, while her heart 
from the most brutal inhabitants of the jail was torn with anguish She assisted him m 
“Tlie captain, having unwarily involved writing letters to former friends, the la‘st 
himself as a security for a man to whom he consolation of the wretched prisoner , she 
had lam under obligations, became liable for delivered these letters with her own hand, 
a considerable sum , and his owa and underwent a thousand mortifying rc- 

law being the sole creditor of the' bankrupt, pulses, the most shocking circumstances of 
took this opportunity of wreaking vengeance ^ which she concealed from her husband She 
upon him for having espoused daughter performed all the menial offices in her own 
He watched an opportunity until the captain atUe family, which was maintained by pawn- 
had actuaily stepped into a post-ckaiiie with mg her apparel , and both the husband and 
^his lady for Portsmouth, whefn to ihip lay, wife, in some measure, sweetened their cares, 
'and caused him to be arrested in to most by prattling and toying with their charming 
public and shameful manner Mrs Clewline little hoy, on whom they doated with an cn- 
had liked to have sunk under the first trans- thusiasin of fondness Yet even this plea- 
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. sure was rnjngled with the most tender and 
melancholy regret. I have seen the mother 
hang over him with the most affecting ex- 
pression of this kind in het aspect, the tears 
contending with the smiles upon her coun- 
tenance, while she exclnmied,— * Alas • my 
poor prisoner, little did your mother once 
think she should be obliged to Dun?e you m 
a jail ' The captain’s paternal love was 
dashed with impatience He would snatch 
up the boy m a transport of grief, press him 
to his breast, devour him as it were with 
kisses, throw up his eyes to hepven' in the 
most emphatic silence; then coavey^the child 
hastily to his mother’s arms, pull his Jiat over 
his eyes, stalk out into the commoir walk, 
and, finding himself alone, bretUi oat into 
tears and lamentations 
“ Ah * littie did this imhapipy enttpU^ khovr 
what further griefs awaited lhe!m1 The 
small-pox broke out in the ptlson, and poor 
Tommy Clewline was infected. As the 
eruption appeared unfavourable you may 
conceive the consternation with Whicli they 
were overwhelmed Their distress was ren- 
dered inconceivable by indigence ; for by this 
time they were so destitute, that they could 
neither pay for common attendance, n^r pro- 
cure proper advice T did on that occ4ision 
y,\ hat 1 thought my duty towards my fellow- 
creatures I wrote to a physician of my 
acquaintance, who was humane enough to 
visit the poor httle patient, 1 engaged a 
careful woman as a nurse, and Mr Norton 
supplied them with money and necess^ies. 
These helps were barely sufficient to preserve 
them from the liorrors of despair, when they 
•saw their little darling panting under the 
rage of a loathsome pestnertial malady, du- 
ring the excessive heat of the dog-days, and 
straggling for breath m the noxious atmos- 
phere of a confined cabin, Where they scarce 
had Tooiin to turn, on the most necessaiy 
occasions The eager curiosity with vvhicn 
the mother eyed the doctor’s looks; as often 
as he visited the boy , the terror and trepida- 
tion of the father, while he desired to know 
his opinion , in a word, the whole tenpr of 
theiT distress baffled all description 

" At length the physician, for the sake of 
his own character, was obliged lq be explicit, 
and returning with the captain to the com- 
mon walk, told him, in my hearing, that the 
( hild could not possibly recover This sen- 
tence seemed to have petrified thp.unfbr- 
tunate parent, who stood motionl^ss^ and 
seemingly bereft of sense I led hiiSr to my 
apartuient, where he sat a full hour in that 
state of stupefaction , then he began to groan 
hideously , a shower of tears burst ftoip his 
eyes, he threw himself on the floor, and 
uttered the most piteous lamentation that 
ever was hoard Meanwhile, Mra Norton 
being made acquainted with the doctor’s 
prognostic, visited Mrs Clewline, and invited 
her to the lodo-e Her prophetic fears im- 
5 E* “ 70 


mediately took the alarm ‘What’’ cried 
she, starting up with a fhintic wildness in 
her looks, ‘th^ our case is desperate— I 
shall lose my dear Tommy — ^The poor pri- 
soner will be released by #e hand of Hea- 
ven <-«-Deatll will convey him to the cold 
grave'* The dying imiocent^ hearing this 
exidamation, pronounced these words,— 
♦Tommy won^t leave you, my deaff mam- 
Death comes to take Tommy, papa 
shafl drive hmi away with bis sword ’ Tins 
address deprived the wretched mother of all 
rosignalion to the will Providence She 
torn her hair, dashed herself on the pave- 
ment, shrieked aloud, and was earned ofl* in 
a deplorable state of distraction 
** That same evening the lovely babe ex- 
pired, and the fath^^grew frantic He made 
an attempt on his own life , and being with 
diffienlly restrained, lus agitation sunk into 
a kind, of sullen insensibility, which seemed 
to absoib all sentiment, and gradually vul- 
ganzOd bis faculty of thinking In order to 
dissipate the violence of his sorrow, he con- 
tmtmlly shifted the scene from one company 
to another, cqntracted abundance of low con- 
nections, and drowned fais cares in repeated 
intoxication ' The unhappy lady underwent 
a long series of hysterical fits and othei com- 
plaints, which seemed to have a filial effect 
on her brain as w'^ll as constitution Cor- 
dials were administered to keep up her spi- 
nts ; and she found it necessary to protract 
the use of them, to blunt the edge of grief, 
by overwhelming reflection, and remove the 
: sense of uneasiness arising from a disorder 
m her stomach In a word, she became an 
habitual dram-drinker , and this practice e^- 
osed her to such communication as de- 
anched her leason and perverted her sense 
of deconiro and propriety She and her bus- 
hand gave a loose to yutor excess, in whtch 
they were enabled to indulge by the charity 
and interest of some friends, who obtained 
half-pay for the captain 
** TJioy are now^ metamorphosed into the 
shockuig creatures you have seen , he into a 
riotous plebeian, and she mto a ragged trulL 
They are both drunk every day, quarrel 
and fight one with another, and often insult 
ihcir fellow prisoners Yet they arc not 
wholly abandoned by virtue and humanity 
The^ptain is scrupulously honest in all his 
dealings, and pays oif his dcdits punctually 
every quarter, as soon as he receives his 
half-pay- Every prisoner m distress is wel- 
come to share tua moti^ while It lasts , and 
bis ^^ver &ils, wffile ft is in her power, 
to relieve the wretched"; so that their gene- 
rosity, even in thie miseorable disguise, is 
universally respected by their neighbours 
Sometimes the recollection of their former 
rank comes over theiA like a qualm, whicii 
they dispel with brandy, and then humor- 
ously ralfy xine another on their mutual de- 
generacy- She often stops me in the walk, 
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and, pointing to the captain, says, * My hus- 
band, though he has become a blackguard 
lail-bird, must be allowed to be a hanSome 
fellow still * On the otlier hand» he will 
quently desire nie to take notice of bis nb, as 
she chances to pass* * Mind that draggle- 
tail’d drunken drab,’ he will say, ^ what an 
antidote it is-^yet>^r all ^at, Felton, she 
was a &ie woman when hej^—^poor 

Bess, I have bepn the roip of hei^ that is 
certain, an4 deserve to be damned for bring*, 
ing her to this pass ’ 

** Thus the^r accommodate themselves to 
each other’s infirmities, and pass their tune 
not without some taste of plebeian enjoyment 
— but, name their child, they never fai) to 
burst into tears, and still feel a return of the 
most poignant sorrow ” 

Sir Launcelot Greaves did not hear this 
story unmoved Tom Clarke’s cheeks were 
bedewed With the drops of sympatliy, while, 
with much sobbing, he declared his opinion, 
that an action would he against the lady’s 
fatlier 

Captain Crowe having listened to the 
story with uncommon attention, eiEpressed 
his concern that an honest seaman should 
be so taken in stays , but he imputed all his 
calamities to the wife • For why said he, 

a seafaring man may have a sweetheart m 
every port , but be should steer clear of a 
wife, as he would avoid a quicksand You 
see, brother, how this here Clewline lags 
astern m the wake of a snivelhng b*— , 
otherwise he would never make a weft in 
hiB ensign for the loss Cf a child*-<»dds heart ' 
he could have done no more if he hod sprung ; 
a top-mast, or started a timber ” | 

The knight declanng he would take ano- 1 
ther view of the prison m the afternoon, 
Mr Felton insisted upon his doing him the 
honour to drink a dish of tea m his apart- 
ment, and Sir Launcelot accepted his invi- 
tation Thither they accordingly repaired, 
after havmg made another circuit of tne mil, 
and the tea things were produced by Mrs 
Felton, when she was summoned to the door, 
and, in a few minutes returning, communi* 
cated something in a whisper to her hus- 
band He changed colour, and repaired to 
the staircase, where ho was heard to talk 
aloud tn an angry tone 

When he came back, he told the company 
he had been teased by a very importunate 
beggar Addressing himself to our adven- 
turer, — “You took notice,” said he, ‘*of a 
fine lady flaunting about our walks in all 
the feippery of the fashion She was lately 
a gay young widow ^t made a great figure 
at the court-end of the town ; 0 bei< distin- 
guished herself by her splendid equipage, her 
rich bvnries, her brilliant asi^mblies, her nu- 
merous ^ts, and her*elegaht tesite in dress 
and femiture. She is neatly related to some 
of the best fmilies in En^and, and, it must ^ 
be owned, mistress of many fine accomplish- 


ments But being deficient in true delicacy, 
she endeavoured to hide that defect by affec- 
tation She pretended to a thousand antipa- 
thies which did not belong to her nature A 
breast of veal threw her into mortal agonies , 
if she saw a spider, she screamed , and at 
sight of a mouse she fainted away she could 
not, Without horror, behold an entire joint 
of meat , and nothing but fricassees and 
other made dishes were seen upon her table 
^e^USed all her floors to be lined with 
green baise, that she might trip along them 
with more ease and pleasure Her footmen 
wore clogs, which were deposited in the 
halt , and both they and her chairmen were 
laid under the strongest injunctions to avoid 
porter and tobacco Her jointure amounted 
to eight hundred pounds per annum, and she 
made shift to .spend four times that sum at 
lengUi It was mortgaged for nearly the en- 
tire value, but, far from retrenching, she 
seemed to mcrease in extravagance, until 
her effects were taken in execution, and lier 
person here deposited in safe custody 
** Wlien one considers the abrupt transi- 
tion she underwent from her spacious apart- 
ments to a hovel scarce eight feet square , 
from pumptuoua femiture to bare benches, 
from magnificence to meanness , from afflu- 
ence to extreme poverty , one ivould imagine 
£^he must have been totally overwhelmed by 
such a sudden gush of misery But this was 
not the case she has, in fact, no delicate 
feelings She forthwith accommodated her- 
self to the exigency of her fortune , yet she 
still affeefe to keep state amidst the miseries 
of a jail , and this affectation is truly ridicu- 
lous She lies a-bed till two o’clock in the 
afteiruoon , she maintains a female attendant 
for the sole purpose of dressing her person 
Her cabin is the least cleanly m the whole 
prison, she has learned to eat bread and 
cheese and drink porter , but she always ap- 
pears once a-day dressed in the pink of the 
fashion She has found means to run in 
debt at the chandler’s shop, the baker’s, and 
the tap-house, though there is nothing got 
m this place but witn ready money she has 
even borrowed small sums from divers pn- 
soners, who were themselves on the brmk 
of starving She takes pleasure in being 
surrounded with duns, observing, that by 
such people a person of fashion is to be dis- 
tinguished She writes circular letters to 
her fermer fhends and acquaintance, and by 
this method has raised pretty considerable 
contributiana « she writes m a most ele- 
gant and irresistible style About a fort- 
night ago she' received a supply of twenty 
guineas , when, instead of paying her little 
jail debts, or withdrawing any part of her 
apparel fh^in pawn, she laid out the whole 
sum m a fashionable suit of laces, and next 
day borrowed of me a shilling to purchase a 
neck of mutton for her dinner — She seems 
to think her rank in life entitles her to th.j 
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kind of assistance She talks very pomp^ steeled with rancour, ‘ Woman/ said he, 
ously of her family and connections, ny ‘ these be hopeful babes, if they were duly 
whom, however, she has been long re- nurtured. Go thjr ways 4 n peace , I have 
nounced She has no sympa^y nor com* taken my resohition ’ Her friends main- 
passion for the distresses of her fellow-crea- tamed the iamily for some time , but it is 
turcs , but she is perfect^ well bred , she not in human chanty to persevere , some of 
bears a repulse the best of any woman I ever them died , some of them grew unfortunate ; 
knew , and her temper has never been once someef themM off, and no^ the poor man 
ruffled since her arrival at the King’s Bench, is reduced to the extremity of indigence, 
—She now entreated me to lend her half a fbm whence he has no prospect of being 
guinea, for which she said she had the ^nost retrieved^ The fourth pari of what you 
])r36sing occasion, and promised upon woiM have bestowed upon the lady, would 
honour it should be repaid to-morrow { hut I make thm man and hisi^ily sing With joy ” 
lent a deaf ear to her request, and told her He had scarce pronounced these words, 
in plam terms that her honour was already when our hero desired the man might be 
bankrupt ” ^ caUdd, and m a few minutes he entered the 

Sir Launcelot, thrusting his hand meehan- ^rtment with a low obeisance. <*Mr 
icolly into his pocket, pulmd out a couple of Coleby,” said the knight, << I have heard how 
miineas, and desired Felton to accommodate cruelly you have been used by your creditor, 
her with that tride in his own name , but he ondb^ you will accept this trifling present, 
declined the proposal, and refbsed to touch if it eah he of any service to you in your die- 
the money “ God forbid,” said he, “that I tress.” So saying, he put five guineas into 
should attempt to thwart your chantahle in- his hand The poor man was so confounded 
tention , but this, my good sir, is no oligect — at such an unlooked for acquisition, that he 
she has many resources Neither should stood motionless and silent, unable to thank 
we number the clamorous beg^r among the donor, and Mr Felton conveyed him to 
those who really feel distress. He is gene- the door, observing that hie heart was too 
rally gorged with bounty misapplied The full for utterance But in a little time, his 
liberal band of chanty should be extended to wife, bursting into the room with her five 
modest want, that pines in silence, encoon- children, looked around, and going up to Sir 
tering cold, nakedness, and hunger, and Launcelot, without any direction, exclaimed, 
eveiy species of distress Here you may — This is the angel sent by Providence to 
find the wretch of keen sensations blasted by succour me and my poor innocents ” Then 
accident in the blossoms of his fortune, shiv- falling at his feet, she pressed his hand and 
ering in the solitary recess of indigence, dis- bathed it with her tears He raised her up 
daining to beg, and even ashatnnfto let*hjs with that complacency which was natural to 
misery be known Here you m ly see the bis disposition He kissed all her children, 
parent who has known happiei times, sur- who were remarkably handsomu and neatly 
rounded by his tender offsprng, naked and kept, though m homely apparel * and, giving 
forlorn, dcmandii^ food, which his circum- her his direction, assured her she might al- 
Btances cannot afmrd ways apply to him in her distress 

“ That man of decent appearance and After her departure, he produced a bank* 
melancholy aspect, who lifted his hat as you note of twenty pounds, and would have de- 
passed him in the yavd, is a person of un- posited it in the hands of Mr Felton, to be 
blemished character He was a reputable distributed in chanties among the objects of 
tradesman m the city, and failed tnrough the place, but be desired it might be left 
inevitable losses A commission of bank- with Mr Norton, who was tlie proper person 
ruptcy was taken out against him by his fflr managing his benevolence and he pro- 
solc creditor, a quaker, wno refused to sign mised to assist the deputy with his advice m 
his certificate lie has lived these three laying it out 
years in prison, with a wife and five small 
children In a little time after hia commit- 
ment, be had friends who offered to pay ten • CHAPTER XXH. 
shillings m the nound of what he ow^, and 

to give security for paying the remainder in In which Captain Crowe is eubhmed tnio 
three years, by instalments. The honest the regtone of astrology 

quaker did not charge the bankrupt with any 

dishonest practices ; but he rejected the pro- Three whole days bad our adventurer pro- 
posal with the most mortifying indifference, secuted to mqmiy about the amuible Aurelia, 
declanng that he did not want hie moneys whom lie sbught iiv e\ery place of public and 
The momer repaired to his house, and kneeL of private entertainment or resort, without 
mg Wore him with her five lovely children, obtiuning the least satts&ctory intelligence, 
implored mercy With tears and exdamations when he receive^ one evening, firom the 
Ho stood this scene unmoved, and even hands of a porter, who instantfy vanished, 
seemed to enjoy the prospect, wearing the the following billet . 

looks of complacency, while his heart was «If you would learn the particulars of 
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Miss Darnel’s fate, not to be in tlie fields 
by the Foundling hoepital^precistely at seven 
o’clock this eyenmgf when yon dhall be inet 
by a person who will give you tho satisfaction 
you desire, tojfether treason for ad- 

dressing you m thik itnyst^noUi manner.” 

Had this intimation any o^her 

bobject, rorhaps ilho kftkHlt would havo de- 
liberated with hn^self In Wtmx >jnanher he 
should take a hinVeo darkly comimiiucated . 
but his eagerness to retneve the jewel be had 
lost divested him of all his caution, Uie 
time of assignation was already at hand, and 
neither the captain nor hia nephew could bo 
found to accompany him, had ho been dis- 
posed to make use oi their attendance He 
therefbret waiter a moment’s hesitation, re- 
paired to the place appointed, m the utmost 
agitation and anxiety^ lest the hour should 
be elapsed before his arrival 
Crowe was one of those defective spirits 
who cannot subsist for any length of tunp on 
their own bottoms. He wanted 4 l familiar 
prop, upon which he could « disburden his 
cares, bis doubts, and his humours, an hum-^ 
ble fnend who 'would endure his capnees, 
and with whom he could communicate, free 
of all reserve and restraint Though he 
loved his nephew’s person, and admired his 
parts, he considered nun often as a little pet- 
ulant jackanapes, who presumed upon his 
superior understanding ; and as fiir Sir Lann- 
colot, there was something ui hia character 
that overawed the seaman, and kept him at 
a disagreeable distance He had, m this di- 
lemma, cast his eyes upon Timothy Crab- 
shaw, and admitted him to a considerable 
share of familiarity and fellowship These 
companions had been employed in smoking 
a feocial pipe at an ale-house in the neigh- 
bourhood, when the knight made bis excuf^ 
Sion , and returning to the house about sup- 
per-time, found Mr Clarke in waiting 
The young lawyer was alarmed when he 
heard the hour of ten, witliout seeing our 
adventurer, who had been, used to he ex- 
tremely regular in his economy, and the 
captain and he supped m profound silence 
Fmding, upon inquiiy among the servants, 
that the knight went eut abruptly, m conse- 
quence of having received a billpt, Tom be- 

f an to be visited with the appreh^ion of a 
uel, and sat the best part of the night by 
luB uncle, sweating with the expectation of 
seeing our hero brought home a breatliless 
corpse but no tidings of him arnvirtg, hb, 
about two m the morning, repaired to bm 
own lodging, resolved to publish a ^esenption 
of Sir Launcelot m the newspapeins, if he 
should not appear next day 
Crowe did not pass the time without uii. 
easiness. He was extremely concerned at 
the tbot^t of some mischief having hej^Uen 
his fhend and patron and he terrified 
with the apprehensions, that in case Kr 
Launcelot was murdered, his spint might 


«ome and give him notice of his fate Now 
he had an insuperable aversion to all corres- 
pondence with the dead, and taking it for 
granted, that the spirit of his departed fnend 
could not appear to him except when he 
should be alone and a-bed in the dark, he 
determined to pass the remamder of the night 
withput going to bed For this purpose, his 
firs^ care was to visit the garret, in which 
Titnotl^ Crabsbaw lay fast asleep, snoring 
witl#hm mouth wide open H im the captain 
with d^culty roused, by dint of promising 
to regtdlli him with a bowl of rum punch m 
the lutenen, where the fire, which had been 
extinguished, was soon rekindled The in- 
grcdients weit fetched from a public house 
in tlie neig^ihourhood . ibr the captain was 
too^roud to uae his interest in the knight’s 
famuy, espeeiafiy at these hours, when all 
the rest of the servants had retired to their 
repose ; and he apd Timothy drank together 
until day-break, the conversation turning 
upon hobgoblins, and God’s revenge against 
murder 

The cook-maid lay in a liUle apartment 
contiguous to the kitchen , and whether dis- 
Uirbed by these homble tales of apparitions, 
or titillated by the savoury steams that issued 
from the punch-bowl, she made a virtue of 
necessity or appetite, and dressing herself in 
the dark, suddenly appeared before them, to 
the no small perturbation of both Ti mothy , 
in particular, was so staftldfi, that, m his en- 
deavours to make a hasty retreat towards the 
chimney-corner, he overturned the table , the 
liquor was spilt, bat the bowl was saved by 
falling on a heap of ashes. Mrs Cook having 
reprimanded him for his foolish fear, de- 
clared, she had got up betimes, in order to 
scour her sauce-pans , and the captain pro- 
posed to have the bowl replenished, if mate- 
nals could be procured This difficulty was 
overcome by Crabshaw , and they sat down 
with their new associate to discuss the second 
edition 

The knight’s sudden disappearing being 
brought upon the carpet, their female com- 
panion gave It as her opinion, that nothing 
would be so hkdy to bring this afiair to light, 
as going to a cunning man, whom she had 
lately consulted about a silver spoon that 
was mislaid, and who told her all the things 
that she ever did, and ever would happen to 
her, Uirough the whole coarse of her life 

Her two coulp^ions pneked up their ears 
at tins inteliigunoe , and Crowe asked if the 
apoqa had found ^ She answered in 
too a&fiiativef and said, the cunning man 
described to a hair the person that should 
be her ti^e iovbr, and^ her wedded husband . 
tW was a seafaring man , that be was 
pretty well strlckon in years , a little pass- 
ionate or so; and that he went with his 
fingers chncdied like, as it were The cap- 
tain began to sweat at this description, and 
mechamcatly thrust his hands into his pock- 
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etB , while Crabshaw, pointing to him, toUi 
her he believed she had got the right spwby 
the ear Crowe grumbled, that maybsp for 
all that he should not be brought up by such 
a grappling neither Then he asked if this 
cunning man dealt with the devil, declaring, 
in that case, he would keep clear of him^ 
for why because he m^t have sold hitnseif 
to old Scratch , and bmng a servant of the 
devil, how could he be a good subject ^ his 
majesty^ Mrs Cook assured him, the con- 
jurer was a good Christian, and that, he 
gamed all hts Knowledge by conversing with 
the stars and planets Thus satisfied, the, 
two friends resolved to consult him as soon 
as It should be light , and being directed to 
the place ot his habitation, set out for it by 
seven in the morning 

They found the house forsaken, and had 
aJicady reached the end of the lane in their 
return, when they were accosted by on old 
woman, who gave them to understand, that, 
if they had occasion for the advice of a 
fortune-teller, as she did suppose they had, 
from their stopping at the house where 
Dr Grubble lived, she would conduct them 
to a person of much more eminence in that 
profession at the same time, she informed 
them that the said Grubble had been lately 
sent to Bridewell, a circumstance which, 
with all ins art, he had not been able to 
foresee The captain, without any scruple, 
put himself and his companion under convoy 
of this beldame, who, through many w^pd- 
ings and turnings, brought them to the door 
of a ruinous house, standing in a blind alley , 
which door having opened with a key drawn 
'“^om her pocket, she introduced them into a 
parlour, where they saw no otijer furniture 
than a naked bench, and some frightful figures 
on the bare walls, drawn, or rather scrawled, 
with charcoal 

Hero she left them locked in, until she 
should give the doctor notice of their amval , 
and they amused tliemselves with decipher- 
ing those characters and hieroglyphics The 
first figure that engaged their attention was 
that of a man hanging upon a gibbet, which 
both considered as an un&vourable omen, 
and each eiidoavoured to avert from hie own 
person CrabshaW observed, that the figure 
so suspended was clothed in a sailor’s jacket 
and trowbcrs, a truth which the captain 
could not deny , but, on the other hand, he 
affirmed, that the said figure exhibited the 
very no‘«e and ohm of Timothy^ together 
with the hump on one shoulder A warm 
dispute ensued, and, being fnaintained with 
much acrimonious altercation, might have 
• dissolved the now-cemented fneudship of 
tliose two originals, had it not been lUtei^ 
rnpted by the old sybil, who, coming into 
the parlour, intimated that the doctor waited 
for them above , she likewise told them, that 
he never admitted more than ond at a time 
This bint occasioned a fresh contest; the 
70* 


captain insisted upon Crabshaw’s making 
sail a-head, in order to look out afore , but 
Timothy persisted in refusing this honour, 
declan^, be did not pretend to lead, but he 
would follow, as in duty bound The old 
gentlewoman ahndged the ceremony, by 
leading out Cyabshaw with one hand, and 
locking up Crowe with the other. 

The finnher was dragged up stairs like a 
bear to the .stake, not without reluctance 
and terror, \Vhtch did not at all abate at sight 
of Uie cot^ror, with whom he was imme- 
diately shut up by his conductress, after she 
had told him, in a whisper, that he must de- 
posit a shilling in a little black coffin, sup- 
ported by a human skull and tliigh bones 
crossed, on a stool covered with black baize, 
Uiat stood in one corner of the apartment 
The squire having made this offering with 
fear and trembling, ventured to survey the 
objects around him, which were very well 
calculated to augment his confusion He 
saw divers skeletons hqng by the head, the 
stofied skin of a young ulTigalor, a calf with 
two heads, and several snakes suspended 
from the ceiling, with the jaws of a shark, 
and a starved weasel On another funeral 
table he beheld two spheres, between which 
lay a book open, exhibiting outlandish cha- 
racters and mathematical diagrams On one 
side stood an ink-standish with paper, and 
behiiid this desk appeared the conjuror him- 
self, in sable vestments, his head so over- 
shadowed with hair, that, far from contem- 
plating his features, Timothy could distin 
guish nothing but a jong white beard, which, 
for aught he knew, might have belonged to 
a four-legged goat, as well os to a two- 
legged astrologer 

This apparition, which the squire did not 
eye without manifest discomposure, extend- 
ing a white wand, made certain evolutions 
o\er the head ot Timothy, and having mut- 
tered an ejaculation, commanded him, in a 
hollow tone, to come forward and declare his 
name Crabshaw’, thus adjured, advanced 
to the altar, and, whether from design, or 
(which is more probable) from confusion, 
answered, — “ Samuel Crowe ” The conju- 
ror, taking lip the pen, and making a few 
scratches on the paper, exclaimed, in a ter- 
nfic atcent, — “ How, miscreant » attempt to 
impose upon the stars you look more like 
a crab than a erota, and was bom under the 
sign of Cancer ” The $quire, almost anni- 
hilated by this exclamation, fell upon his 
knees, crying,—** I pray yaw, my lord con- 
jurer’s wofwiip, pardon my ignorance, and 
down’t go to boind me over to the Red Sea 
like — a pqpr Yorkshire tyke, and would 
no more chi^at the etars than Td cheat my 
own yather, aa the saying is — a must be a 
good band^at that catches tlie 

stttrs a as your honour’s w^or- 

ship observed, my name is Tim Crabshaw, 
of the East Raidmg, groom and squair to 
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Sir Launcelot Greaves, baron knaight, and 
arrant knaight, who ran mad for a wench, 
ns your worship’s conjuration well knowethi. 
The person bolow is Captain Crowe $ and 
we cootn, by Margery Cook’s recommendap. 
tion, to seek after my master, who is ^ne 
away, or made away, the Lord knows now 
and where ” ^ 

Here he was mterrupted fay Uie conjuror, 
who exhorted hud to down and compose 
himself till he should oast a fi^re ; then he 
bcrawled the pap^, and, waving hiis wand, 
repeated Abundance of gibberish ooncernuig 
the number, the names* the houses, and re- 
volutions of the planets, with their copjunc- 
t < one, oppoail^ons, signs, oircles, cycles, tripos, 
and trigons* When he perceived that this 
artiftce had its proper effect m disturbing 
the braip of Crawhaw, lie proceeded to tell 
him fhim the stars that his name was Crah- 
shaw, or Crabsclaw , that he was bom in tho 
East Riding of Yorkshire, of poor, yet honest 
parents, and had some skill in horses ;; and 
tiiat he served a gentleman whose name be- 
gan with the letter G-*, which gentleman 
liad run mad fbr love, and left his family, but 
whether he would return alive or dead, the 
stars had not yet determined 
Poor Timothy was thunderstruck to find 
the conjuror acquainted with all these cir- 
cumstances, and begged to know if he mought 
be so bauld as to ax a question or two about 
hi 8 own fortune The astrologer pointing to 
the littie coffin, our squire understood the 
hmt, and deposited another shilling The 

X had recoume to his book, erected an- 
r scheme, performed once more his airy 
evolutions with thd wand, and, having recited 
another mystical preamble, expounded tho 
book of fate in these words — You shall 
nei^er die by war nor water, by hunger or 
by thirst, nor be brought to tho gra\e by old 
age or distemper , but, let me sec — ay, the 
stars will have it so — you shall be — exalted — 
hah’ — ay, that is — hanged for horso-steal- 
ing ” “O’ good my loni conjurer ’” roared 
the squire, “I’d as lief gi\c forty shilbngs as 
be hanged ” “ Peace, sirrah cried the 
other, “ would you contradict or reverse the 
immutable decrees of fate'* Hanging is your 
destiny, and hanged you shall be — and com- 
fort yourself with the reflection, that ns you 
are not the first, so neither will you be the 
last, to swing on Tyburn tree ” This com- 
fortable assurance composed the mind of 
Timothy, and in a great measure reconciled 
him to the prediction He now proceeded* 
m a whining tone, to ask whether be abouM 
Bufibr for the first fact* whether it Would 
be for a horse or a mare'* and of what 00- 
loqr? that he might know when hie boui^ 
was come The conjurer gravely answered, 
that be would steal a dappled gelding on a 
Wednesday, be cast at the Old mSley on 
Thursday, and suffer on a Friday , ana he 
strenuously recommended it to him to ap- 


pear in the cart with a nosegay in one hand, 
and the Whole Duty of Man in the other 
“But if in case it should be in the winter,” 
Caid the squire, “ when a nosegay can’t be 
had “ Why, then,” replied tho conjuror 
“ an orange will do as well ” 

These material points being adjusted u> 
the entire satisfacljpn of Timothy, he de- 
clared he would bestow another shilling to 
kiwy the fortune of an old companion, who 
truly dul Pot deserve so much at his handh, 
but lie could not help loving him better than 
e’er a friend be had in the world So say- 
mg he dropped a third offering 111 the cofim, 
aim desired to know the fate of his horse 
Gilbert The astrologer having again con- 
sulted hiB art, pronounced that Gilbert would 
dio of the stagers, and his carcass be given to 
the hounds a sentence which made a murl 
deeper impression upon Crabshaw’s mind, 
than did the prediction of bis own untimely 
and disgraceful fate He shed a plenteous 
shoucr of tears, and his grief broke forth in 
some passionate expressions of tenderness , 
at length he told the astrologer he would go 
and send up the captain, who wanted to con- 
sult him about Margery Cook, because as 
how she had informed him that Dr Giubbh 
had described just such another man as tht 
captain for her true love, and he had no 
great stomach to the mutcli, if so be as tlu 
stars were not bent upon their coming to- 
gether 

Accordingly, the squire, being dibtnis^iMi 
by the con|urer, descended to tJie pardon » 
With a rueful Icngjdi of face, which being 
perceived by the captain, he demanded,— 
“ What cheer, ho with some signs of ap 
prehension Crabshaw making no return to 
this salute, he asked if the conjurer hj<l 
taken an observation, and told him any thing 
Then the other replied, he had told him mop 
than he desired to know “ Why, an that 
be the case,” said the seaman, “ 1 have no 
occasion to go aloft this trip, brother ” 

This evasion would not serve his turn 
old Tisiphone was at hand, and led him up 
growling into the hall of audience, which lu^ 
did not examine without trepidation Hav- 
ing been directed to the coffin, where hi 
presented half-a-crown, m liope of renderiii*^ 
ihb ffites more propitious, the usual cere- 
mony was performed, and the doctor ad- 
dressed him in these words — “ Approach, 
raven.” The captain advancing, — “ You 
an’t much mistaken, brother,” said Iks 
“ heave yout eye into tlie binnacle, and bo^ 
your compass, you’ll find I’m a Crowe, not a 
raven, iho’f indeed they be both fowls of a 
father, as the saying is ” “ 1 know it,” cried 
the codjorer, “ thou art a northern crow,— a 
sea crow^ not a crow of prey, but a crow to 
be preyed upon a crow to be plucked, — 
to be flayed,— to be basted, — ^to be broiled 
by Margery upon the gridiron of matrimo- 
ny ” — ^The novice changing colour at this 
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denunciation, — ** I do understand y'our 8i^ tbe resenlmont, and in some measure miti- 
nals, brother/’ said he, *^and if it he sdt fated the grief of Captain Crowe, who took 
down m the log-book of fate that we muht bis leave without much ceremonir . and, be- 
grapple, why then ’ware timberg But as I mg joined OrahshaW^ ptsoeeeded with a 
know how the land lies, d’ye eee, and the heavy heart to the house of j^'Launcelot, 
current of iny inclination sets me off, 1 shall whereihey ibund the dome^s at breakfast, 
haul up close to the wmd, and mayhap we without exhibiting the least symptom of con- 
bhaU clear Cape Marmiy But, howsom- cern for their absent master Crowe had 
ever, wc shall leave Uiat reef in the fore been wise enough to conceal from Crabsbaw 
top-sail— ^I was bound iipon another vovpge, what he bad learned of the knight’s fate 
d’ye see — ^to look and to see, and to Enow This fatal inteUigenoe he reserved for the 
if so be as how 1 could pick up em intelh- ear of his nephew Mr Clarke, who did not 
gence along shore concerning my mend Sir fail to attend him in tbe forenoon 
Launcelot, who slipped his cable last night. As for the sqmre, hedid nothing but rumi- 
and has lost company, d’ye see ’* ** What natfi in rueful silence upon the dappled geld- 
exclainied tbe cunning man, ** art tihou a ing^ the nosegay, and the predict^ fate oi 
crow, and canat not smeB carnon ^ If thou Oubert Him he ^rthwitn visited m the 
would’st grieve for Greaves, behold i^is stable, and saluted with the kiss of peace , 
naked carcass lies unburied, to Jfeed the kites, ^en W bemoaned his fortune with tears, 
the crows, the ^s, the rooks, and ravens^^ by the Bound of lus own lamentation, 
** What ' broach’d to Dead as a boiled was lu&ed asleep among the litter 
lobster ’* ** Odds heart, friend, these are 
the heaviest tidings I have heard these seven 

long years — ^there must have been deadly CHAPTER XXIII* 

odds when he lowered his topsails— Smite 

my eyes * 1 had rather the M^i luul foun- In which the clouds that cover the eatastro- 
dered at sea, with myself and all my genera- phe begin to disperse 

tion on boards Well fare thy soul, dower of 

the world ' Had honest Sam Crowe been We must now leave Captain Crowe and hia 
within hail — ^but what signifies palavering ” nephew Mr Clarke, arguing with great vebe- 
llere the tears of unaffected sorrow flowed menre about the fatal intelligence obtained 
plentifully down the (hrrous of the seaman’s from the conjurer, and penetrate at once the 
cheeks , then his grief mvmg way to his veil that concealed our hero Know then, 
indignation, — Hark ye, nrother conjurer,’^ reader, that Sir Launcelot Greaves, repair- 
banyUlllllly^u can Bp> foul w eather before ing to tbe place desenbed in the billet whicl 
It GH||||Bimn your eyes ' why did not you he had received, was acedkted by a person 
of this here squall ^ Blast muffled in a cloak, who began to amuse him 
^M^PP^l’ll make you give an account of with a feigned story of Aurelia, to uhich 
damned, horrid, confounded mur- while he listened with great attention, he 
^Mer, d’ye see — mayhap you yourself was con- found himselt suddenly surrounded by armed 
cemed, d’ye see For mv own part, brother, men, who seized and pinioned down his arms, 
T put iny trust m God, and steer by the com- took away his sword, and conveyed him by 
pass, and 1 value not your paw-wawmg and force into a hackney-coach provided for the 
\uiir conjuration of a rope’s end, d’ye see ” purpose In vain he ■'expostulated on this 
The coniurer was by no means pleased violence with three persons who aecompa- 
citlicr with the matter or the mpnner of this Imed him m the vehicle He could not ex- 
address He therefore began to soothe the tort one word by way of reply; and, from 
captain’s choler, by representing that he did their gloomy aspects, he hemn to be appre- 
not pretend to omniscience, which was the henstve of assassination Had the carnage 
attribute of God alone ; that human art was passed through any frecpiented place, he 
fallible and imperfect, and all Uiat it could would have endeavoured to alarm the inha- 
perform, was to discover certain partial cir- hitanld ; but it was already clear of the 
< umstances of any particular object to which town, and his conductors took care to avoid 
itb inquiries were directed* That being ques- all villages and inhabited bouses 
tioned by the other man coneemmg Uie After having travelled about two miles, 
cause of his master’s disappearing, he had the coach i^t^ped at a krgulroh gate, which 
exercised his skill upon the sukect, and being opened; our adventomr was led m 
found reason to believe that Sir Laupodbt silence throng a spacious house mto a tole- 
was aesasBinatcd that he should th|ifk him- mbly decent NapaitipOiit, Whidilie understood 
self happy m being the instrumteht of bring- vTas mts^ded w his b^-chamber In a few 
ing the murderers to justice, though he fbre- minutes aftor hiS^arHvtl^ he was visited by a 
saw they would oi themselves save bun that man of no very {^repossessing appearance, 
trouble for they would quarrel about divid- who endeavounra to smooth his countenance, 
mg the spoil, and one would give m&imao which was lu^iallv stem, welcomed our ad- 
tion against the other ifenturer to Ids bouse, exhorted him to be ^ 

The prospect of this satisfaction appeased of good cheer, assunng him he should want 
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for nath m gj and desired to know what he 
would choose for supper 

Sir Launceloti in answer to thia qml ad- 
dress, begged he would the nature 

of his confinemientt aud the reasons for 
which his arms were tied Ilhe those of the 
worst malefactor The othe|t postponed till 
to-morrow the explaasticm he oeinaDded, but 
in the mean time unbound his ibtters, and* 
as he declmed eatingt Inft him alone to his 
repose He hodk qaroi how 0 ver» in retiring^ 
to doul^ look the 'door of the room* whose 
windows .were grated on the outside with 
iron 

The knight, being thus abandoned to his 
own meditation^, began to rummate on the 
present adventure with equal surprise and 
concern , but the more he revolved circum- 
stances, the more was he perplexed m his 
conjectures According to the state of the 
mind, a very subtile philosopher is oRen 
puzzled by a very plam proposition; and 
this was the case of our adventurer What 
made the strongest impression upon his 
mind, was a notion that he was apprehended 
on suspicion of treasonable prances, by a 
warrant fi^om the secretary of state, iti con- 
sequence of some false malicious informa- 
tion , and that his prison was no other than 
the house of a messenger, set apart for the 
accommodation of suspected persons In 
this opinion he comforted himself by recol- 
lecting his own conscious innocence, and 
reflecting that he should be entitled to the 
privilege of habeas corpus, as the act in- 
cluding that inestimable jewel was happily 
not suspended at this time 

Consoled by this self-assurance, he quietly 
resigned himself to slumber , but beflire he 
fell asleep he was very disagreeably unde- 
ceived in his conjecture His ears were all 
at once saluted with a noise from the next 
room, conveyed in distinct bounces against 
the wainscot , then a hoarse voice exclaim- 
ed, Bring up the arbllery — let Brutandorf 's 
brigade advance— detach my black hussars 
to ravage the country — ^let them be new 
booted — take particular care of the spur^'lea- 
* thcrs— make a desert of Lusatia — bombard 
the suburbs of Pera— go, tell my brother 
Henry to pass the Em at Meissen with 
forty battalions and fifty squadrons — ho, 
>ou Major-general Honder, why don’t you 
finish your second parallel ’—send hither the 
' engineer Shittenback— FlI ley all the shoes 
xn my shop, the breach will be javcticable In 
ibuivand^twenty hours — don’t tell me uf 
your woiks— you and your works may he 
damn’d ” 

Assuredly,” cned another voice frpm a 
diffetent quarter, «« he that thinks to be saved 
by IS m a state of utter reprobation-w 

t myaetf was a profane weaver, and trusted tp 
theiiotIhimesB of works— I kept my journey- 
men and '’prentices at constiuit work, and mv 
heart waB set upon the riches of this world, 


which was a wicked work — ^but now I have 
got a glimpse of the new light — ^1 feel the 
operations of grace — I am of the new birth — 

J abhor good works — I detest all working 
but the working of the spirit — Avaunt, Satan 
w-O ! how I thirst for communication with 
our sister Jolly ” 

" The communication is already open with 
the Jlfan^he,” said the first, ** but as for thee, 
thou caim,who hast presumed to disparage 
my dToika, I’ll have thee rammed into a mor- 
tar a double charge of powder, and 
thrown into the enemy’s quarters ” 

This disdogue operated like a tram upon 
many othe^ inhabitants of the place , one 
swore he was withm three vibrations of find- 
11 ^ the longitude, when this noise confound- 
ed his calculations a second, in broken 
English, eomplkmed he was distorted in the 
moment of de proshection a third, in the 
character of his holiness, denounced inter- 
diction, excommunication, and anathemas, 
swore by St Peter’s keys, they should iioa I 
ten thousand years m purgatory, without the 
benefit of a single mass a fourth began to 
halloo in all the vociferations of a fox-nunter 
m the chase and in an instant the whole 
house was m an uproar 

The clamour, however, was of a short 
duration The difierent chambers being 
opened successively, every individual was 
effectually silenced by the sound of one 
cabalislical word, which was no othei than 
waistcoat a charm which at once cowed the 
king of Prussia, dispossessed tb^f^ patn* 
dumb-founded the niathcmat)ciatfl|finyed 
the alchemist, deposed the popitH||K<^df- 
pnved the squire of all utterance 

Our adventurer was no longer m dhubt. 
concerning the place to which he had been 
conveyed , and tlie more he reflected on his 
Situation, the more he was overwhelmed 
with^the most perplexing chagrin He could 
not conceive by whose means be had been 
immured in a mad-house; but he heart li} 
repented of his Iqaight-errantry, as* a froln 
which might have very serious consequences 
With respect to his future life and fortune 
After mature deliberation, he resolved to 
demean himself with the utmost circumspec- 
tion, well knowing that every violent tran*;- 
port wopld be interpreted into an undeniable 
symptom of iiwanity He was not without 
hope of being able to move his jailor by a 
due administration of that which is generali . 
more efflcaciotts than all the flowers of elo- 
GUtion ; hut when he rose m the morning, he 
found his pockets had been carefully exo- 
mmed, and emptied of all his papers and 
4iaah. 

The keeper entenng, be inquired about 
these particulars, and was given to under- 
stand, that they were all salmy deposited for 
Itts use, to be forthcoming at a proper sea- 
son , but, at present, as he should want for 
nothing, he had no occasion for money 



297 


ADVENTURES OF SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES 


The knight acquiesced in this declaration! 
and ate his breakfast in quiet ^ 

About eleven, he received a visit ftom Ihe 
physician, who contemplated his looks with 
great solemnity; and having examined liis 
pulse, shook his head« saying, ** W^l, sir, 
how d’ye do'*— Hjottie, don’t he dejeetej — 
every thing is for the besU— you arte ih very 
good hands, sir, I assure you ; and 1 dare 
say Will refuse nothing that may be Ihooght 
conducive to the recovery of your heidtijlS^’ ' 

“ Doctor,” said our hero, ‘*^if it is not an 
improper question to ask, I should be glad 
to know your opinion of my didbrder ” * 

sir, as to that,” repli^ the physician, **your 
disorder is a— kind of a— sir, *tis Very com- 
mon in this country— a sort of “ Do 
you think my distemper is lUjadhteSS, doc- 
tor “ O Ijord, sir, not absolute madness-^ 
no — not madpess — you have hoards no doubf, 
of what 18 called a weakness of the nerves, ^ 
sir, — though that is a very inaccurate ex- 
pression , for this phrase, &noting a morbid 
excess of sensation, seems to imply that 
sensation itself is owing to the loose cohe-^ 
Sion of those material particles which con->* 
btitute the nervous substance, inasmuch as 
the quantity of every effect most be propor- 
tionable to its cause , now you’ll please to 
take notice, sir, if the case were really what 
these words seem to import, all bqdies whose 
particles do not cohere with too great a de- 
gree of proximity, would be nervous , that 
ib, endowed with sensation — sir, 1 shall or- 
der some cooling things to keep you in due 
temperature, and you’ll do veiy well — sir, 
>our humble servant ” 

** So saying, he retired, and our adventurer 
could not but think it was very bard that 
one man should not dare to ask the most 
ordinary question without beingreputedmad, 
w hiie another should talk nonsense by the 
hour, and yet be esteemed as an oracle 

The master of the house finding Sir 
Laun colot so tame and tractable, indulged 
him after dinner with a walk in a little pri- 
vate garden, under the eye of a servant who 
followed him at a distance. Here he waft 
saluted by a brother prisoner, a man seem- 
ingly turned of thirty, tall and thin, with 
staring eyes, a hook-nose, and a face cov- 
ered with pimples 

The usual compliments having passed, 
the stranger, without further ceremony, 
asked if he would oblige him with a chew 
of tobacco, or could spare him a mouthfol 
of any sort of cordial, declaring he had npt 
tnsted brandy since he came to the house 
The knight assured him it was aot in his 
power to comply with his request ; and be-^j 
gan to ask some questions relating to the 
character of their landlord, which tnp stran- 
ger represented in very unfavourable colours 
lie desenbed him as a ruffian, capable of 
undertaking the darkest schemes oi villainy 
He said his house was a repository of the 
5 F* 


most flagrant iniquities, that it contained 
fathers lodnapped by their children, wives 
confined by their hustmnds, gentlemen of 
fortune iM^uestered by thefi' xtetlations, and 
innocent persons immured by the malice of 
their advmsaziee. He affirmed this was his 
own case ; and asked if our hero had never 
heai^ of Dick Distich, the poet and satirist 
** Ben BnUeek and t,” said he, ** werte con- 
agal^^the World in afms— did you 
jnever see his ^>de to me b^mmng with,— 
Fair blooming youth.” We were sworn 
brothers^ admired and praised, and quoted 
ei^h other, . we denounced war against 
a& the world, aetbrs, authors, and critics, 
and hainng drawn the sword, threw away 
the scabbard— we pUtehed throu^^ thick and 
thin, backed and litewed helter-skelter, and 
became as formidable to the writers of the 
age as the Bmotian band of Thebes My 
firiend BuUock, indeed, was once rolled m 
tbekenn^; but soon 

He vigoroos rose, and from the effluvia strong 
Imbibed new tile, and seoured and stunk along 

Here is a satiie which I wrote in an ale- 
house when I was drunk — can prove it by 
the evidence of the landlord and his wife 
I fancy you’ll own I have some right to sav 
with my friend Horace, 

^ Qui me eommorit, melius non tangere eiamo , 
Flebit et insignis iota oontabitur nrbe— ’ ” 

The knight, having perused the paper*, 
declared his opinion that the verses were 
tolerably good , but at the same time ob- 
served that the author had reviled as igno- 
rant dunces several persons who bad written 
With Imputation, and were genendly allowed 
to have genius , a circumstance that would 
detract more from his candour than could be 
allowed to his capacity 
** Damn their genius cried the satirist, 
^a pack of impertinent rascala * I will tell 
you, sir, Ben Bullock and I had determined to 
crush all that were not of Our own party — ^be- 
sides, 1 said before, this piece was wntten in 
drink ” ” Was you dmidc too when it was 
printed and published “ Yes, the printer 
shall make affidavit that I was aOver other- 
wise than drunk or maudlin, till ihy enemies, 
on pretence that my brain was turned, con-- 
veyed me to this infonial maneicn ” 

“They seem to have been your beet 
fnends,” said the knight, “and have put the 
most tender inteqiTetation on your conduct , 
for, waving the ffiea of insahii^,, your cha- 
racter must stand as that of a man who hath 
some small share Of gernus, without an 
atom of Of idl those whom Pope 

lashed in Km Dutfcmd,, theie was not one 
who did not richly deserve the imputation 
of dulness, and every one of them had pro- 
voked the i^nat by a personal attack In 
this respect the English poet was much 
more honest than his French patron Boileau, 
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who stigmatized several men of acknow- be in reality so dangerous or dreadful as a 
ledged genius , such as Qumault, Peirault, private madhouse in England, under the di- 
and the celebrated Lully * :^r which reason rection of a ruffian ^ Tlie Bastiie is a state 
every man of a liberal tivn uiiist, in spite prison, the Inquisition is a spiritual tribunal, 
of ail his poiiticd ment, despise him as a but both are under tlie direction of govern- 
rancorous loiavc. If thiilPtfitngenaous con- ment ^It seldom, if ever, happens that a 
duct cannot be forgiven |[r a writer of his man entirely innocent is confined in either , 
superior genius, who wtll^ pardon it in* you, or, if he should, he lavs his account with a 
whose name » not halS^unerged Urom oh- legal trial before established judges. But m 
scurity'^*’ ^ England, the most innocent person upon 

** Hark ye^ fnend,’’^ repHei^ the bard, earn is Jiable to be immured for life under 
*<keep your paidost and your counsel the pretext of lunacy, sequestered fioin his 
those who ask it, or, |f you will fbree them wiffi, children, and friends, robbed of his 
upon people, take ' one ^pipoa of advice m fortnnq, deprived even of necessaries, and 
retu|n if you don’t tike your present situ^ subject^ to the moat brutal treatment from 
ation, apply ffir a committee without delay: a low-bred bfirbanan, who raises an ample 
they’ll nnd you too much of a fool to have fortune on the misery of his fcUow-creatures, 
the least tincture of madhees and you’ll be and may, durutg' his whole life, practise this 
released without ffirther scruple , tn that horrid oppression, without question or con- 
ciwe 1 shall r^oice in your deliverance , you troul/' 

will be freed itotsi confinement, and I snail This uncomfbrtahle reverie was interrupt- 
be happily depnved of j^our conversation.” ed by a very unexpected sound that seemed 
So samg, he flew oBT at a tangent, and t6 issue from the other side of a thick party, 
our knight could not help smiling at the pe- wall It was a strain of vocal music, more 
collar virulence of his disposition Sir plaintive than the widowed turtle’s moan, 
Launcelot then endeavoured to enter into more sweet and ravishing than Philoiners 
conversation with his attendant, by asking love-warbled song Through liis ear it in- 
how long Mr Distich had resided in the stantly pierced into his heart for at once 
house , but he might as wbll have addressed he recognized it to be the voice of his ado. 
himself to a Turkish mute . the fellow either red Aurelia Heavens > what was the agi. 
pretended ignorance, or refused an answer tation of his soul, when be made this disco- 
to every question that was proposed He veryi how did every nerve quiver* how did 
would not even disclose the name of his his heart throb with the most violent emo- 
landlord, nor inform him whereabouts the tion ’ He ran round the room m distraction, 
house was situated foaming like a lion in the toil — ^then he 

Fmding himself agitated With impatience placed bis ear close to the partition, and 
and indignation, he returned to his apart- listened as if bis whole soul was exerted m 
ment, and the door being locked upon him, bis sense of hearing When the soiindk^ 
began to review, not without horrCr, the ceased to vibrate on his ear, he threw him- 
particulars of his fate ** How little reason,” self on the bed , he groaned with anguish, 
said be to himself, <<bave we to boast of he exclaimed in broken accents , and in all 
the blessings enjoyed by the Bntish subject, probability his heart would have burst, had 
it he holds them on such a precanous te- not the violence of his sorrow found vent in 
nure . if a man of rank and property may be a flood of tears 

thus kidnapped even in tlie capital , if he • These first transports were succeeded by 
may be seized by ruffians, insulted, robbed, a fit of impatience, which had well mgh de- 
and conveyed to such a prison as this, firom prived him of his senses in good earnest 
which there seems to be no possibility of His ^surprise at finding his lost Aurelia in 
escape, should 1 be ipdolged with pen, ink, sucb a place, >the seeming impossibility of 
and paper, and appeal to my relations, or to relieving her, and his unspeakable eagerness 
the magistrates of my country, itiy letters to cpntnve some scheme for profiling by 
would be intercepted by those *who^uper. the interestnig discovery he had made, con- 
intend my confinement Should I try to curred in brewiug' up a second ecstasy, dur- 
alarm the neighbourhood, my cnes would be mg wluch be acted a thousand extravagon. 
neglected as those of some unhappy lunatic ces, which it was well for him the attendants 
under necessaiy correction. Should I em- did not observe. Perhaps it was well for the 
ploy the force which Heaven has lent me, I servant that he did not enter while the par- 
might imbrue my hands in Mood, and afier oxysm prevailed , had this been the case, he 
afi find it impossible tb escape throu^ a num- might nave met with the fate of Lychas, 
her of successive doors, locks, boHs, andr sep- whom Hercules in hm frenzy destroyed 
Xmels Should 1 endeavour to tamper < with Befbre the cloth was laid for supper, he 
the servant, he might discover mf dMign, was cabn enouj^ to conceal the disorder of 
and then I should be abridged of the little his mind i but he complained of the headach, 
eaipfiirt I ergoy People may inveigh against and desii^ be might be next day visited by 
the Bastile in France, and the Inquisition in the physician, to whom he resolved to explain 
Portugal, but I would ask, if cither of these himself in such a manner, as should make 



ADVENTURES OP SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES 299 

an impression upon him, provided he was terest himself in my case as a common con- 
not altogether destitute of conscienee and cem, and concur with all your power to- 
humanity , wards the punishment of Uiose who dare 

commit such outrages agaulst the liberty of 
your coun^ . 

CHAPTER jCSiV The doctor seemed to he a little discon- 

« certed , but, alter some recol]ection,u resumed 

The knot that puzzles human meionh the his mt of suffictepcy and importance, and 
hand of Fortune eomettmee will unite assured oor adventurer he would do him all 
familtar as her garter the service in his power , but, in the mean 

^ time, ad^^d tam to take the potion he had 

When the doctor made his next appearance presenbed^ 

in Sir Launcelot’s apartment, the knmht ' The km^t*s eyes lightning with indigna- 
addressed him in these word8«-***^Sir, tne^ tion , — **l pok how cotivinc^d,’* cned he, 
practice of medicine is one of the most that you ate air accomplice m the villainy 
honourable professions exercised among the wbum has been practued upon me , that you 
hons of men ; a profession which hath been are' a sordid wretch, without principle or 
revered at all periods, and m afi nations, feeing, a disgrace to the faculty, and a re- 

and even held sacred in the idOR polished proacn to human nature-^yes, sirrah, you 

ages of antiquity The scope of it is to pre- are the most perfidious of all aasassnis^^ou 
serve the being, and coitfinn Uie health of are the hireling minister of the worst of all 
our fellow-creatures , of consequence, to sue- villains , who, from motives even baser than 
tain the blessings of society, and crown life inahce, envy and revenge, rob the innocent 
with fruition The character of a physician, of all the comforts of hfb, brand them with 
tlierefore, not only supposes natural sagacity, the imputation of madness, the most cruel 
and acquired erudition, hut it also implies spCcies of slander, and wantonly protract 
every delicacy of sentiment, every tender- their misery, by leaving them in the most 
ness of nature, and every virtue of bumainty shocking confinement, a prey to reflections 
That these qualities are centered in you, infinitely more bitter than death — but I will 
doctor, 1 would willingly believe , but it will be calm — do me justice at your peril I de- 
bo sufficient for my purpose, that you are mand the protection of the legislature — if I 
possessed of common integnty To whose am refused — remember a day of reckoning 
concern 1 am indebted for your visit you best will come — you and the rest of the miscreants 
} now , but if you understand the art of me- who have combined against me, must, in 
dicine, you must he sensible by this tame, order to cloak your treachery, have recourse 
that, with respect to me, your prescriptions tu murder; an expedient which I beheve you 
are altogether unnecessaty-^ome, sir, you very capable of embracing, for a man of my 
"^niiot — ^you don’t behevb that my intellects rank and character cannot be much longer 
are disordered Yet, granting me to be re- concealed Tremble, caitiflT, at the thoughts 
.Jiy under the influence of tnat deplorable of my release — in the mean time, begone, lest 
malady, no person has a right to treat me as my just resentment impel me to dash your 
a lunatic, or to sue out a commission, but brains out upon that marble»*-away— ” 
iny nearest kindred That you msy not The honest doctor was not so firmly per- 
picad Ignorance of my name and family, you snaddd of his patient’s lunkey as to reject 
-hall understand that T am Sir Launcelot his advice, which he made what haste he 
(Ircavcs, of tlie county ot York, baronet, could to follow, when an unexpected acci- 
and that iny nearest relation is Sir Reginald dent intervened 

Aloadows, of Cheshire, the eldest son of my That this may be properiy introduced, we 
mother’s sister — ^tbat ^ntleman, I am sure, must return to the kni^t’s brace of trusty 
had no concern in Seducing me by false pre- friends, Captain Crow© and Lawyer Clarke, 
tences under the clouds of night into the whom we left in sorrowful deliberation upon 
iiclds, where 1 was surprised, overpowered, the fake of their patrou Clarke’s genius 
and kidnnpped by armed ruffiisnst Had he being rather more mitffi} hi resources than 
r<Mlly believed me insane, he would have that of the seaman, he suggested an adver- 
procoeded accordii^ to the dictates of hon- tisemcnt, which was acco^ngjy inserted in 
our, humanity, and the laws of his country the daily papers, importing, Whereas 

Situated as I am, I have a hy^m^akmg a gentleman of coosidemwo and fortune 
application to the lord chanc^o^,'tO be tbed had suddenly disappeaKUsd, on siteh a night, 
by a jury of honest men But of that from hls house neat Golden^squmre, in con- 
1 cannot avail myself, while I remain at the sequence of a letter delivered to him by a 
mercy of a brutal miscreant, in whose house porter, there is great reason to believe 
1 am inclosed, unless you contribute your some viofence hath b^n offered to his hie , 
a«:6.stance Your assistance, therefore, 1 de- aOy person capable of giving such informa- 
njand, as you are a gentleinau, a Christian, tion as may tend to clear up this dark tr&ns- 
and a fellow-subject, who, though every other action, shall, by applying to Mr Thomas 
motive should be overlooked, ought to in- Clarke, attoimey, at bis lodgings in Upper 
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Brook-street, receive proper seconty for the 
reward of one hundr^ goueea, to be paid 
to him upon hia mtikukif the discovery re- 
quired ’* 

The porter who dcJivered the fetter, ap- 
peared accordingly, but ifefiiU gtye no other 
information, exce^ into his 

hand with a dhllling^ mm nma^ up m 
a great coat, who sto^d him l&r the pur- 
pose, m Ins pessfef i^oajgii*iftuemi.street4 
It wm necesttaiy thit the *advertiBement 
should m eipPeet npoh another per- 

son, who ms no other than me hackney- 
coachman who drove onr hero p the place 
of his imprfedttmont This fellow had been 
enjoined secrecy, and indeed bribed to hold 
his tongue, by a considerable gratification, 
which, It was supposed, would have been 
efibctual, as the man was a master coachman 
m good circumstances, and well known fo 
the keeper of the mad-honsc, by whom be 
had been employed on fbrmer occasions of 
the same nature Perhaps hts fideh^ to fee 
employer, reinfotced by the hope of tmfiy 
future jobs of that kind, mifi^t have htm 
proof agamst the ofibr of fiffy pounds , *but 
double' tfaatsom was a temptation hb could 
not resist He no sooner reM the intimation 
m the Daily Advertiser, over hw meWfeng’s 
pot at an alehouse, he entered into 
consultation with fes own thoughts; and 
having no reason to doubt that this was the 
very fare he had conveyed, he reSolvod to 
earn the reward^ and abstain from all > such 
adventures in time coming* He had the 
precaution, however, to take an attorney 
along with him to Mr Clarke, \Vbo entered 
into a conditional bond, and with the assist- 
ance of fes uhoio, deposited the money, to 
be fi>rthcomii^ when the conditions should 
be fulfilled* These previous measures being 
taken, the coachman declared what he knew, 
and discovered tlie bouse m whicfeSir taun- 
cblot had been immured He moreover ac- 
rompamed our two adherents to a judge's 
I haiiiber, where ha made oath to the truth 
of his information ; and a warrant was im- 
mediately granted, to seavfdi the house of 
Bernard SbaeWe, and Set at liberty Sir Laun- 
cclot (Sreaves, if there fbun^l 

Fortified with this auth^ty, Uiey engaged 
a constable, with a formidabfe posee, and 
embarking them in coaches, rmmtrea, with 
^ all poBsiWe expedition, 'to tbo nouse Of Mr 
Shackle, who did not think proper to dispute 
their claim, and admitted them, though' not 
* wirhoot betraying evident symptoms of eon- 
stema^on. One of ttid servants' Ar^bg 
thi^, by bis master’s order, to Sir Ltoce- 
^ bt s apartment* they hiytied up in a 
body, oc«tsmmng such a noise, not 
fail to sfeYCfi the physiefen, lisA mst 
open^ the door to retirb, when W {j^Oived 
tbeir irruption* Captain Crowe, ouiyectuting 
he wps ^ilty, from the confusion^that ap- 
peared in his Countenance, made no scruple 


of seizing him by the collar, as he endea- 
voured to retreat , while the tender-hearted 
Tom Clarke^ running up to the knagbt, with 
Ms eyes bnmfM of joy and affection, forgot 
all the forms of distant respect, and, throw- 
ing Ms arms around his neck, blubbered in 
fesfeisomw ^ 

Our hero did not receive this proof of his 
attachment unmoved lie strained him in 
bis 'embrace, honoured him with the title of 
his*delivs^, and asked him by what mira- 
cle he had discovered the place of his con- 
finement The lawyer began to unfold the 
Various Steps he had taken with equal tm- 
nutepass and sc1f*^cnmplaeency, when Crow c, 
dragging the doctor still by the collar, shook 
his old mend by th^ hand, protesting he was 
never so oVCi^oy|i^pince he got clear of a 
Sallee rover op ^ iCoast of^arbary , and 
that two glasses 'ago he would have started 
all the money ho hm m the world in the hold 
of any man who would have shown Sir 
XiauncelQt safe at his moonugs* The knight, 
havnm made a proper return to this smeeu 
mam Station of good will, desired him to 
dismiss that worthless fellow, meaning the 
doctor, who, finding himself released, with- 
drew with some precipitation 
Then our adventurer, attended by his 
fnends, walked with a deliberate pace to the 
outward gate, which he found open, and 

O into one of the coaches, was enter- 
by the way to his own house, with a 
-detail of evofy ipeasure which had Wn pur- 
sued for his release* 

In his^ own parioiur he found Mrs Dolly 
Cowbhp, who bad been waiting with great 
fear and impatience ftft the issue of 5lr 
Clarke’s adventure. She now fell upon her 
knees, and bathed the kpig^t’s hands with 
tears of joy while the face of this young 
woman, recallmg the idea of her mistress 
roused his heart to strong emotions, and sti- 
nnilated his mmd to the immediate achievo. 
meat he had already planned As for Mi 
Crabshaw, he was not the last to signify his 
satisfacUon at his master’s return After 
having kissed the horn of his garment, l.o 
, retired to the stable, where he communicated 
these tidings to his friend Gilbert, whom ho 
saddled ana bridled , the same office ho pei- 
fotjped 'for Brouzomarte, then putting on 
his squire4ike attire and accoutrements, lio 
moun^ 0^6, and led the otjtcr to the 
knight’s depr, before which be paraded, ut- 
tering, frinn time to tfeoe, repeated shouts 
to thq ho small enterUmihent of the popu- 
laoCi until he r<eceivtl|d orders to house his 
companions. Thus commanded, lie led them 
bao]b to thelt stalls, resumed his livery, and 
remuied tup fellow-servants, who were ro- 
bMA P celebrate the day with banquets 
and n^icfngs 

Their master’s heart was not sufficiently 
at ease to share m their festivity He held 
a consultation with his friends in the parlour, 
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whom he acquainted with the reasons he 
had to believe Mies Darnel was confined in 
the same house wtoh had been his prison « 
a circumstance which filled them with eqhal 
pleasure and astonishment Dolly, m par* 
ticular, weeping plentifully, conjured him to 
deliver her dear lady without delay Nothing 
now remained but to concert the plan for 
her deliverance As AUrelia had informed 
Dolly of her connexion with Mrs Kawdle, at 
whose house she proposed to lodge, heibre 
she was overtaken on the road by her unde, 
this particular was now imparted to the coun- 
cil, and struck a light which seemed to point 
out the direct way to Miss Darnel’s enlarge- 
ment 

Our hero, accompanied by Mrs Cowslip 
and Tom Clarke, set out immediately for the 
house of Dr Kawdle, who happen^ to be 
abroad, but his wife received them with great 
courtesy She was a well-bred, sensible, 
genteel woman, and strongly attached to 
Aurelia, by the ties of affection, as well as of 
consanguinity She no sooner learned the 
situation of her consin, than she expressed 
the most impatient concern for her being set 
at liberty, and assured Sir Launcelot, she 
would concur m any scheme he' should pro- 
pose for tliat purpose There was no room 
lor hesitation or choice, he attended her 
immediately to the judge, who, upon proper 
application, issued another search-warrant 
for Aurelia Darnel The constable end his 
posse were again retained, and Sir Launcelot 
Greaves once more crossed the threshold of 
Mr Bernard Shackle Nor was the search- 
warrant the only implement of pistice with 
""which he had furnished himself for his visit 
In going thither, they a^eed upon the me- 
thod in which they should introduce them- 
selves gradually to Miss Darnel, that her 
tender nature might not be too muchjBhocked 
by their sudden appearance 

When they amved at the house, therefore, 
and produced their credentials, in conse- 
quence of which a female attendant was di- 
rected to show the lady’s apartment, Mrs 
Dolly first entered the chamber of the ac- 
complished Aurelia, who, lifting up her eyes, 
screamed aloud, and flew into the arms of 
her faithful Cowslip Some mmules elapsed 
before DoUy could rnnksi shift to exclaim, — 
“ am coom to live and daai with my beloved 
leady “ Dear Dolly *” cned her mistress, 
“I cannot express the pleasure I have in 
seeing you again — ^good Heaven * what soli- 
tary hours of keen afiliction have 1 passed 
since we parted '—but, tell me, how did you 
discover the place of my retreat '’—has my 
uncle relented do I owe yOur coming to 
hiB indulgence 

Dolly answered in the negative , and, by 
degrees gave her to understand, that 
cousin, Mrs Kawdle was in the next room 
that lady unmediately appeared, and a very 
tender scene of recogmtion passOd between 
71 


the two relations It was she, who, m the 
course of conversationt perceiving that Au- 
relia WM peif0cUy compoisiedi declared the 
happy tidings of her afmroaehiiig dehverance 
When the other eagerly insieted upon know- 
ing to whose humanity and address she was 
indeed ft>r this happy turn of ftutune, her 
CQUsbi^declared the ootiffation was due to a 
young gentleman of Yorkshire, called Sir 
[lAuncdot Gjmaves At mention of that 
[ name, her 'mce was overspread with a crim- 
son glow, and her eyes beamed redoubled 
splendour — Cousin,’* said she, with a sigb, 
I know not what to say— that gentleman— 
Sir Ijauncelot Greaves was surely born — 
Lord bless me ' I teU you cousin, he has 
been my guardian angel ” 

Mis Kawdle, who had maintained a corres- 
pondence with her by letters, was no straii- 
get to the former part of the connection 
subsisting between those two lovers, and had 
always favoured the pretensionB of oUr hero, 
without being acquamted with his person 
She now observed, with a smile, that as Au- 
relia esteemed the knight her guardian angel, 
and he adored her os a demi-deity, nature 
seemed to have intended them for each other , 
for such sublime ideas exalted them both 
above the sphere of ordinary mortals She 
then ventured to intimate thal^he was m the 
house, impatient to pay his respects in per- 
son At this declaration the colour vanished 
from her cheeks, which, however, soon un- 
derwent a total suffusion Her heart panted, 
her bosom heaved, and her gentle frame was 
agitated by transports rather violent than 
unpleasing She soon, however, recollected 
herself, and her native serenitv returned , 
when, rising from her scat, she declared 
she would see him in the next apartment, 
where he stood in the most tumultuous sue- 
pense, waitfng for permission to approach 
her person Here she broke in upon him, 
arrayed m an elegant white undress, the 
emblem of her purity, beaming forth the 
emanations of amazing beauty, warmed and 
improved with a glow of gratitude and affec- 
tion Ills heart was too big for utterance , 
he ran towards her with rapture, and throw- 
ing himself at her feet, imprinted a most 
respectful kiss on her Uly hand *‘This, 
divine Aureha,” cried he, « is a foretaste of 
that Ineffable bliss which you was bom to 
bestow*— Do I then live to see you smile 
again to see you restored to liberty, your 
mind at ease> and your health ummpaired^” 
“You have lived,” said she, “to see ray 
obligations to Sir Launcelot Greaves accu- 
mulated m such a manner, that a whole life 
spent m acknowledgement, will scarce suffice 
to demonstrate a due sense of his goodness ” 
“You gireatly overrate my services, which 
ltave4>een ^rather the duties of common bu- 
^aniity, than the efforts of a generooe pass- 
ion, too noble to be thus evmeed,^— but let 
not my unseasonable transports detain you a 
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moment longer on this detested scene^-^ve 
me leave to hand you into the coach, and 
commit you to to the care of this good lady, 
attended by this honest young gentleman, 
vvho IS my particular fnend ” So saying, 
he presented Mr Thomas Clarke, who h^ 
the honour to salute the fair hand of the ever 
amiable Anreha. 

« The ladies bemg eafely coached tinder the 
escort of the lawyer^ Sir Launcelot assured 
them he should wait on them in the evening 
at the house of Dr Kawdlet Whither they im- 
mediately directed their course Our hero, 
who remained with the constable and his 
gang, inquired for Mr Bernard Shackle, upon 
whose person he intended to serve a writ of 
conspiracy, over and above a prosecution for 
robbery, m consequence of his having disen- 
cumbered the knight of his money and other 
eflfects, on the hrst night of his confinement 
Mr Shackle bad discretion enough to avoid 
this encounter, and even to anticipate the 
indictment for felony, by directing one of his 
servants to restore the cash and papers, 
which our adventurer accordingly received 
before he quitted the house 
In the prosecution of bis search after 
Shackle, he chanced to enter the chamber 
of the bard, whom he found in dishabille, 
writing at a table, wiUi a bandage over one 
eye, and his head covered with a night-cap 
of baize The knight, having made an apo- 
logy for this intrusion, desired to know if he 
could be of any service to Mr Distich, as he 
was now at liberty to use the little infiOence 
he had for the relief of his fellow-sufferers 
The poet having eyed him for some time 
askance, tola you,” said he, “your stay 
in this place would be of short duration i 
have sustained a small disaster on my left 
eye, from the hands of a rascally cordwainer, 
who pretends to believe himself the king of 
Prussia, and 1 am now in the veiy act of 
galling his majesty with keen iambics If 
you can help me to a roll of tobacco and a 
bottle of geneva, so , — if you are not so in- 
clined, your humble servant, I shall share m 
the joy of your deliverance ” 

The knight declined gratifying him in 
these particulars, which he apprehended 
might be prejudicial to his health, but ofiTered 
hiB assistance in redressing his gnevances, 
provided he laboured under any crueftreat- 
inent or inconvenience “ I comprehend the 
full extent of your generosity,” replied the 
satinet , “ you are willing to assist me m 
every thing, except the only circumstance in 
which assistance is required— God 
if you see Ben Bullock, tell him { Wish he 
would not dedicate any more of his works to 
me Damn thq fellow, he has chang^ bis 
notOf and begins to snivel For my part, 1 
stick to my former maxim, defy all the worlds 
and will die hard, even if death should be 
preceded* by damnation ’* 

The knlj^, finding him incomgible, Iqft 


him to the slender chance of being one day 
comforted by the dram-bottle , but resolved, 
if possible, to set on foot an accurate mquuy 
into the economy and transactions of this pri- 
vate inquisition, that ample justice might be 
done in favour of every injured individual 
confined within its walls 
In the afternoon he did not fail to visit his 
Aurelia ; and all the protestations of their 
mutual passion were once more interchanged 
He now produced the letter which had caused 
such fatal disquiet in his bosom , and Miss 
Darnel no sooner eyed the paper, than she 
recollected it wastiionnal dismissiou, which 
she had intended and directed for Mr Syca- 
more This the uncle had intercepted, and 
cunningly inclosed in another cover, address- 
ed to Sir Launcelot Greaves, who was now 
astonished beyond measure to see the mys- 
te^ so easily unfolded The joy that now 
diffused itself m the hearts of our lovers is 
more easily conceived than described , but, 
in order to give a stability to this mutual 
satisfaction, it was necessary that Aurelia 
should be secured from the tyranny of her 
uncle, whose power of guardianship would 
not otherwise expire for some months 
Dr Kawdle and his lady having entered 
into their deliberations on this subject, it 
was agreed that Miss Darnel should have re- 
course to tlie protection of the lord chancel- 
lor , but such application was rendered un- 
necessary by the unexpected arrival of John 
Clump, with the following letter to Mrs 
Kawdle from the steward of Anthony Dar- 
nel, dated at Aurelia’s house in the country 
“ Madam, 

It has pleased God to afflict Mr Darnels 
with a severe stroke of the dead palsy He 
^vas taken ill yesterday, and now lies in- 
sensible, seemingly at the point of death 
Among the papers in his pocket I found the 
inclosed, by which it appeared that my 
honoured young lady. Miss Darnel, is con- 
fined m a private madhouse I am afraid 
Mr Darnel’s fate is a just judgment of God 
upon him for his cruelty to that excellent 
person I need not export you, madam, to 
take, immediately upon the receipt of this, 
such measures as will be necessary for the 
enlargement of my poor young lady In the 
mean time, I shall do the needful for the 
preservation of her property in this place, 
and send you an account of any further alter- 
ation that may happen , being very respect- 
fully, madam, your most obedient humble 
servlunt, RaitPh Mattocks ” 

Clump had posted up to London w ith this 
ntimation on the wings of love, and being 
covered with clay from the heels to the eyes 
upwards, he appeared in such an unfavour. 
aUe light at Dr Kawdle’s door, that the 
footman refused him admittance Never- 
theless, be pushed him aside, and fought his 
way up stairs into the dining-room, where 
the company was not a little astonished at 
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Buch an appantion The fellow himself was 
no less amazed at seeing Amelia and his 
own sweetheart Mrs DSly Cowslip. He 
forthwith fell t^on his knees, and in silence 
held out the letter, which was taken by ihe 
doctor, and presented to his wife, accordmg 
to the direction She did not fail to com- 
municate the contents, which were far from 
being unwelcome to the individuals who 
composed this little society Mr Clomp 
was honoured With the approbation of his 
young lady, who commended him for his 
zeal and expedition bestowed upon him a 
handsome gratuity m the mean time, and de- 
sired to see him again when he should be 
properly refreshed after the fatigue he had 
un^rgone 

Mr Thomas Clarke being consulted on this 
occasion, gave it as his opinion, that Miss 
Darnel should, without delay, choose an- 
other guardian for the few months that re- 
mained of her minonty The opinion was 
confirmed by the advice of some eminent 
lawyers, to whom immediate recourse was 
had , and Dr Kawdle being the person pitch- 
ed upon for that office, the necessary forms 
were executed with all possible diiraatch 

The first use the doctor made of his guar- 
dianship, was to sign a power, constituting 
Mr Ralph Mattocks his attorney pro tem- 
pore, for managing the estate of Miss Aure- 
lia Darnel , and tms was forwarded to the 
steward by the hands of Clump, who set out 
with It for the seat of Damel-hill, though 
not without a heavy heart, occasioned by 
some intunation he had received concerning 
the connection between his dear Dolly and 
Mr Clarke the lawyer 


CHAPTER THE LAST 

Which, tt IS hoped, mil he, on more oc- 
counts than one, agreeable to the reader 

Sir Lavncelot, having vindicated the h- 
berty, confirmed the safety, and secured the 
heart of his charming Aurelia, now found 
leisure to unravel the conspiracy which had 
been executed against his ^rson , and with 
that view commenced a law-suit aminst the 
owner of the house wnere he and his mis- 
tress had been separately confined Mr 
Shackle was, notwithstanding all the sub- 
missions and atonement whicn he ofiTered to 
make, either in pnvate or in public, indicted 
on the statute of kidnapping, tried, convict- 
ed, punished by a severe fine^ and standmg 
in the piUory A judicial wnt ad mquvren* 
dum being executed, the prisons or bis in- 
quisition were hud open, and several inno- 
cent captives enlarged 
In the course of Shackle's tnal, it a]:q)ear- 
ed that the knight’s confinement was a 
scheme executed hy his rival Mr Sycamore, 
according to the device of his counsellor 


Dawdle, who, by this contnvance, had re- 
conciled himself to fais pntron, aft^ having 
deserted him in the day of battle. Our hero 
was so incensed at this dibcoveiy of Syca- 
more’s treachery and ingratitude, that he 
went m quest of him immediately, to take 
vengeance on his person, accompanied by 
Captam Crowe, who want^ to balance ac- 
counts with Dawdle But those gen- 
tlemen had wisely avoided the impending 
storm, by retiring to the continent, on pre- 
tence of travelling for improvement 

Sir Launcelot was not now so much of a 
knight-errant as to leave Aurelia to the care 
of mvidence, and pursue the traitors to the 
farthest extremities of the earth He prac- 
tised a much more easy, certain, and e^c- 
tual method of revenge, by instituting a pro- 
cess against them, which, after wnts of 
capias, alias, et plumes, had been repeated, 
subjected them both to outlawry Mr Syca- 
more and his friend being thus deprived of 
the benefit of the law, by their own neglect, 
would likewise have forfeited their goods 
and chattels to the king, had they not made 
such submissions as appeased the wrath of 
Sir Launcelot and Captain Crowe , then they 
ventured to return, and by dint of interest 
obtained a reversal of the outlawry But 

adventmr was happily e^blisbe^in life 
While the knight waited, impatiently for 
the expiration of Aurelia’s minority, and m 
the mean time consoled himself with the 
imperfect happiness arising from her conver- 
sation, and those indulgences which the most 
unblemished virtue could bestow. Captain 
Crowe projected another plan of vengeance 
against the conjuror, whose lying oracles had 
cost him such a world of vexation The 
truth is, the captain began to be tired of 
idleness, and undertook this adventure to 
keep his hand in use He imparted his de- 
sign to Crabshaw, who had likewise suffered 
in spirit firom the predicUons of the said 
offender, and was extremely well disposed 
to assist 111 punishing the false prophet He 
now took It for granted that he should not 
be hanged for stealing a horse , and thought 
it very hard to pay so much money for a 
deceitful prophecy, which, m all likelihood, 
would never be fulfilled 
Acftiated by these motives, they set out 
together for the house of consultation , but 
tliey found it shut up and abandoned , and, 
upon inquiry m the neighbourhood, learned 
that the conjuror had moved his quarters that 
very day on which the captain md recourse 
to his art This was actually the case he 
knew the fate of Sir Launcelot would soon 
come to light, and he did not choose to watt 
the consequence He had other motives for 
decampings he had run a score at the public 
house, which he had no mind to dischar^, 
and wanted to disengage himself from hu» 
female associate, who knew too much of his 
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afikicB to be kept mX a proper distance All 
these pulposes he had answered by retreat- 
mg softly, without beat of drum, While his 
was abroad running dpwn prey fi>T his 
devouring He had not, however, taken his 
measures so cunningly, but that this old hag 
discovered his new lodgings, and, m revenge, 

f ive mformation to the pufdtcan* This cre- 
tor took out a wnt accordingly, and the 
baihff had lust seemed his person as Captain 
Crowe and Timothy Crabshaw chanced to 
pass by the door m their way homewards, 
through an obscure street near the Seven 
Duds. 

The conjuror having no subterfuge left, 
but a great many particular reasons for avoid- 
ing an exj^anation with the justice, like the 
man between the devil and the deep sea, of 
two evils chose the least , and beckoning to 
the captain, called him by his nhme Crowe, 
thus addressed, replied with a ** hilloah 
and looking towards the place fnim whence 
he was himed, at once recognized the ne- 
cromancer Without further hesitation he 
sprang across the street, and collaring Albu- 
mszar, exclaimed, *‘Aha,^ old boy, is the 
wind in that corner '(-—I thought we should 
grapple one day— «now will 1 bring you up 
by the head, though all the devils in hell 
were blowing abaft the beam 
The bailin seeing his pnsoner so roughly 
handled before, and at the same time assault- 
ed behind by Crabshaw, who cried, ** Show 
me a liar, and I’ll show you a thief— who is 
to he hanged now 1 say, the bailiff, fear- 
ing he would lose the beneht of his job, be- 
gan to put on his contentious &ce, and, de- 
claring the doctor was his prisoner, swore 
he could not surrender him without a war- 
rant from the lord-chief-iustice The whole 
group adjourning into the parlour, the con- 
lUTor desired to know of Crowe whether 


Sir Launcelot was found Being answered, 
** Ey, ey, safe enough to see you made fast 
in the bilboes, brother,*’ he told the captain 
he had something of consequence to commu- 
nicate for his advantage , and proposed that 
Crowe and Crabshaw should bail the action, 
which lay only for a debt of three pounds 
Crowe stormed and Crabshaw gnnned at 
tins modest proposal , but when they under- 
etpod that they could only be bouna for hu 
appearance, and reflected that they nera not 
part with him until his body should be sur- 
rendered unto justice, they consented to give 
has] , and the bond being executed, conveyed 
faun directly to the house of our adventurer 
The hoiBterouB Crowe introduced him to 
Sir Launcelot with such an abrupt uncon- 
mehted detail of his offence, as the knight 
conld not understand without Timothy’s an- 
notations These were followed by some 
quMtums put to the conjuror, who, lyring 
aside his black gown, and plucking off hts 
white beard, exhibited, to the astonished 
spectatets, the very individual countenance 


of the empirical politician Ferret, who had 
played our hero such a slippery trick after 
the electioneering adventure ^ 

** I perceive,** said he, ** you are preparing 
to expostulate, and upbraid me with having 
given a false information against you to the 
country justice I look upon mankind to be 
in a state of nature, a truth which Hobbes hath 
stumbled upon by accident 1 think every 
man has a nght to avail himself of his talents, 
eveif at the expense of his fellow-creatures , 
just as we see the fash, and other animals 
of the creation, devoutmg one another I 
found the justice but one degree removed 
from idmtism, and knowing mat he would 
commit some blunder in the execution of his 
oMce, which would lay him at your mercy, 
I contrived to make his folly the instrument 
of my escape — I was dismissed without be- 
ing obliged to sign the information 1 had 
given and you took ample vengeance' for 
his tyranny and impertinence I came to 
London, where my circumstances obliged 
me to live in disguise In the character of 
a conjuror 1 uas consulted by your follower 
Crowe, and you^ squire Crabshaw I did 
little or nothing but echo back the intelli- 
gence they brought me, except prognosti- 
eating that Crabshaw would be hanged , a 
prediction to which 1 found myself so irre- 
sistibly impelled, that I am persuaded it was 
the real effect of inspiration. I am now 
arrested for a paltry sum of money, and, 
moreover, liable to be sent to Bridewell as 
an imposter — ^let those answer for my con- 
duct whose cruelty and msolence have dn- 
ven me to the necessity of using such sub- 
terfuges — 1 have been oppressed and perse- 
cuted by the government for speaking truth— 
your omnipotent laws have reconciled con- 
tradictions That which is acknowledged 
to be truth in fact, is construed falsehood in 
law , and great reason we have to boast of a 
constitution founded on the basis of absur- 
dity But, waving these remarks, I own I 
am unwilling to be either imprisoned for 
debt, or punished for imposture— 1 know 
how far to depend upon generosity, and what 
18 called benevolence words to amuse the 
weak-minded — I build upon a surer bottom— 
1 will bargain for your assistance — ^it is in 
my power to put twelve thousand pounds in 
the pocket of Samuel Crowe, that there sea- 
ruffian, who by his good will would hang me 
to the yard’s arm— * 

There he was interrupted by the seaman 
*<Damn your rat’s eyes’ none of your — 
bang thee ’ dsh my topmasts ’ if the rope 
was fairly reeved, and the , tackle sound, d’e 
see — ’* Mr CJarke, who was present, began 
to stare, while the knight assured Ferret, 
that, if he was really able and willing to 
serve Caj>tam Crowe m any thing essential,, 
he should be amply rewarded In the mean* 
tsme he dischai^^ the debt, and assigned 
him an apartment in his own house. TMt 
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same day Crowe, by the advice of Sir Laun# ger in its lapse, till the kn^t was inflamed 
celot and his nephew, entered into condi- to the most eager degree oTimpatience He 
tional articles with the cynic, to allow him communicated his distress to Aurelia , he 
the interest of fifteen hundred pounds for pressed her with the most pathetic remon- 
life, provided by his means the captain should strances to abridge the torture of his sus- 
obtain possession of the estate of Hobby-hole pense^ He interested Mrs Kawdle in his 
in Yorkshire, which had belonged to his behalf, and at length his importunity suc- 
grandiather, and of which he was heir of ceeded. The banns of mamage were reg- 
blood ularly published, and the ceremony was per- 

This bond bemg executed, Mr Ferret dis- formed m the pansh church, m the presence 
covered that he himself was the lawful hus- of Dr Kawdle and his lady, Captain Crowe, 
band of Bridget Maple, aunt to Samuel Lawyer Clarke, and Mrs Dolly Cowslip 
Crowe, by a dandestine mamage , which, The bnde, instead of being disguised in 
however, he convinced them he could prove tawdry stufis of gold or silver, and sweating 
by undeniable evidence This being the case, under a harness of diamonds, according to 
she, the said Bridget Maple, alw Ferret, the elegant taste of the times, appeared m a 
was a covert femme, consequently could negligee of plain blue satin, without any 
not transact any deed of alienation without other jewels than her eyes, which far out- 
his concurrence , er^o, the docking of the shone all that ever was produced by the 
entail of the estate of Hobby-hole was illegal mines of Golconda Her hair had no other 
and of none effect This was a very agree- extraneous ornament than a small spng of 
able declaration to the whole company, who artificial roses , but the dignity of her air, 
did not fail to congratulate Captain Crowe the elegance of her shape, the sweetness and 
on the prospect of his being restored to his sensibility of her countenance, added to such 
inheritance Tom Clarke in particular pro- warmth of colouring, and such exquisite 
tested, with tears in his eyes, that it ^ve symmetry of features as could not be ex- 
him unsjieakable joy , and his tears trickled celled by human nature, attracted the eyes 
the faster, when Crowe, with an arch look, and excited the admiration of all the 
Signified that now he was pretty well vie- beholders The effect they produced m 
mailed for bfe, he had some thoughts of e«- the heart of Sir Launcelot, was such a 
barking* on the voyage of matrimony rapture as we cannot pretend to describe 

But that point of happiness to which, as He made his appearance on this occasion in 
the north pole, the course of these ad\en- a white coat and blue satin vest, both em- 
tures had been invariably directed, was still broidered with silver , and all who saw him 
unattained , we mean, the indissoluble union could not but own that he alone seemed wor- 
of the accomplished Sir Launcelot Greaves thy to possess the lady whom Heaven had 
and the enchanting Miss Darnel Our hero destined for his consort Captain Crowe 
now discovered in his mistress a thousand had taken off* a blue suit of clothes stronglv 
charms, which hitherto he had no opportu- guarded with bars of broad gold lace, in or- 
nity to contemplate He found her teauty dcr to honour the nuptials of his friend he 
excelled by her good sense, and her virtue w^ore upon his head a bag- wig a la jngeon, 
superior to both He found her untainted by made by an old acquaintance in Wapping , 
that giddiness, \ anity, and affTectation, w ^ch and to his side he had girded a huge plate-hilt- 
distinguish the fashionable females of the cdsword, which he had bought of a recruiting 
present age , he found her unm^cted by the seijeant Mr Clarke was dressed in pom- 
rage for diversion and dissipation , for noise, padour, with gold buttons, atid his lovely 
tumult, gewgaws, glitter and extravagance Dolly in a smart checked lustring, a present 
he found her not only raised by understand- from her mistress 

ing and taste fiir above the amusement of The whole company dined, bv invitation, 
little vulgar minds, but even exalted by un- at the house of Dr Kawdle , and here it was 
common genius and refined reflection, so as that the most deserving lovers on the face 
to relish the more sublime enjoyments of ra- of the earth attained to the consummation 
tional pleasure , he found her possessed of of all earthly felicity The captam and his 
that vigour of mmd which constitutes true nephew had a hint to retire in due time 
fortitude, and vindicates the empire of reason, Mm Kawdle conducted the amiable Aurelia, 
he found her heart incapable of disguise or trembling, to the mamage bed , our hero, 
dissimulation, frank, ^nerous, kna open, glowing with a bndegrpom’s ardour, claimed 
susceptible of the most tender impressions , uie hu^and’s privilege Hymen lighted up 
glbwing with a keen sense of honour, and his brightest torch at Virtue’s lamp, and 
melting with humanity A youth of his every star shed its happiest influence on 
sensibility could not fail of being deeply af- their heaven«directed union 
fected by such attractions The nearer he Instructions hsd been already dispatched 
approached the centre of happmess, the to pr^are Gieavesbuiy-hall for the recep- 
more did the velocity of his passion ihcrease Uon of its new mistress , and for that place 
Her unde still remained insensible as it were the JieW^mamed couple set out next morn- 
in the arms of death Time seemed to lin- ing, according to the plan which had been 
5 G* 71* 
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previously concerted* Sir Launcelot and 
Lady Greaves, accompanied by Mis Kaw- 
dle» and attended by Dolly, travelled in their 
own coach, drawn by six dappled horses* 
Dr Kawdle, with Captain Crowe, occupied 
the doctor’s posUchariot, provided with four 
bays, Mr Clarke had the honour to bestnde 
the loins of Bronzomarte , Mr Fenot was 
mounted upon an old hunter, Crabshaw 
stuck close to his friend Gilbert , and two 
other horsemen completed the' retinue 
There was not an aching heart in the whole 
cayalcade, except that of the young lawyer, 
which was by turns invaded with hot desires 
and chilhng scruples Though he was fond 
of Dolly to distraction, his regard to worldly 
reputation,' and his attention to worldly m. 
terestt were continually raising up bars to 
a legd gratification of his love His pridp 
was startled at the thought of marrying the 
daughter of a poor country publican , and he 
moreover dreaded tlie resentment of his 
uncle Crowe, should he take any step of this 
nature without his concurrence Many a 
wishful look did he cast at Dolly, the tears 
standing m his eyes, and many a woful sigh 
did he utter 

Lady Greaves immediately perceived the 
situation of his heart, and, by questioning 
Mrs Cowslip, discovered a mutual passion 
between these lovers She consulted her dear 
kmgiit on the subject, and he catechised the 
lawyer, who pleaded guilty The captain 
being sounded as his opinion, declared he 
would be steered m that^ as well as every 
other coarse of life, by Sir Launcelot and 
his lady, whom he venly revered as beings 
of an order superior to Uie ordinary race of 
mankind This favourable response being 
obtained firum the sailor, our hero took an 
opportunity on the road, one day after din- 
ner, in presence of the whole company, to 
accost the lawyer in these words — “ My 
good friend Clarke, 1 have your happiness 
very much at heart — your father was an 
honest man, to whom my family had mani- 
fold obligations I have had these many 
yeaiB a personal regard for yourself, derived 
from your own integrity of heart and good- 
ness of disposition — I see you are affected, 
and shall be brief ^Besides this regard, 1 
am indebted to your friendship for the li^rty 
— >what shall I say'^—for the mestimable 
happiness I now enjoy, in possessing the 
most excellent— but I understand that sig- 
nificant glance of my Aurelia— I will not 
ofifhtid her delicacy — ^the truth is, my obli- 
gation IS vory great, and it is time I should 
evince my gratitude— if the stewardship of 
my estate is worth your acceptance, you sbaU 
have It nnmedietely, together with the house 
and fiLtm of Coekerton m my neighbourhobd 
I know yptt have a passion for Mrs Dolly, 
and tielieve ^ looks upon you with the eyes 
of tender prepomessidn— don’t blush Dolly— 
besides your agreeable person, which all the 


world must approve, you can boast of virtue, 
fidelity, and friendship Your attachment to 
Lady Greaves neither she nor I shall ever 
forget If you are wilhng to unite your iate 
wim Mr Clarke, your mistress gives me 
leave to assure you she will stock your farm 
at her 'own expense, and we wiU celebrate 
the wedding at Greavesbury-hall ” 

By this time the hearts of these grateful 
lovers had overflowed Dolly was sitting 
on her knees, bathing her lady’s hand with 
her tears, and Mr Clarke appeared in the 
same attitude by Sir Launcelot The uncle, 
almost as much affected as the nephew by 
the generosity of our adventurer, cned aloud, 
— “ I pray God that you and your glorious 
consort may have smooth seas and gentle 
gales whithersoever you are bound — as for 
my kinsman Tom, I’ll give him a thousand 
pounds to set him fainy afloat , and if he 
prove not a faithful tender to you his bene- 
factor, 1 hope he will founder in this world, 
and be damned m that which is to come ’* 
Nothing now was wanting to the completion 
of their happiness but the consent of Dolly’s 
mother at the Black Lion, who they did not 
suppose could have any objection to such an 
advantageous match for her daughter , but 
in this particular they were mistaken 

In the mean time they arrived at the vil- 
lage where the knight had exercised the du- 
ties of chivalry, and there he received the 
gratulatioD of Mr Fillet and the attoniey 
who had offered to bail him before Justite 
Gobble Mutual ciVilities having passed, 
they gave him to understand that Gobble and 
his wife were turned method ists All the 

rest of the pnsoners whom he had delivered 
came to testify their gratitude, and were 
hospitably entertained Next day they halt- 
ed at the Black Lion, where the good woman 
was oveijoyed to see Dolly so happily pre- 
ferred but when Sir Launcelot unfolded the 
proposed marriage, she interrupted him with 
a scream — ** Christ Jesus forbid — marry and 
amen ’ — match with her own brother 
At this exclamation Dolly fainted her 
lover stood with his ears erect, and his 
mouth wide open , Crowe stared, while the 
knight and his lady expressed equal surprise 
and concern When Sir Launcelot entreated 
Mrs Cowslip to explam this mystery, she 
told him, that about sixteen years ago, Mr 
Clarke senior had brought Dolly, then an 
infant, to her house, when she and her late 
husband lived in anoUier part of the coun- 
try and as she had then been lately deliver- 
ed of a child which did not live, he hired her 
as a nurse to the little foundling He owned 
she was a love-begotten babe, and from time 
to time paid handsomely fgr the board of 
Dolly, who he desired might pass for her own 
daiuhter In his last illness, he assured her 
he had taken care to provide for the child , 
but since his death she bad received na ac- 
oount of any such provision She moreover 
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informed his honour, that Mr Clarke had 
deposited m her hands a diamond riny, and 
a sealed paper, nevei to be opened without 
his order, until Dcdly should be demanded in 
marriage by the man she should like, and not 
then, except in the presence of the clergy- 
man of the parish. Send for the clergyman 
this instant,'* cried out' hero, reddening, and 
fixing his eyes on Dolly, **1 hope a5 wiH 
yet be well/^ ^ 

The vicar arriving, and being made ac- 
quamted with the nature of the case, the 
landlady produced the paper, which being 
opened, appeared to be an authentic certifi- 
cate, that the person commonly, known by 
the name of Dorothy Cowslip, was in &ct 
Dorothea Greaves, daughter of Jonathan 
Greaves, Esq by a young gentlewoman who 
had been some years deceased 

**The remaining part of the mystery 1 
myself can unfold," exclaimed the knight, 
while he ran and embraced the astonished 
Dolly as his kinswoman Jonathan Greaves 
was my uncle, and died before he came of 
age, so that he could make no settlement on 
his child, the fruit of a private amour found- 
ed on a promise of marriage, of which this 
ring was a token Mr Clarke, being his 
confidant, disposed of the child, and at length 
finding his constitution decay, revealed the 
secret to my father, who m his will bequeath- 
ed one hundred pounds a-year to this agree- 
able foundling , but as they both died while 
1 was abroad, and some of the memoran- 
dums touching this transaction probably were 
mislaid, I never till noiV could discover 
where or how my pretty cousin was situated 
1 shall recompense the good woman for her 
care and fidelity, and take pleasure m bring- 
ing this affair to a happy issue 
The lovers were now overwhelmed with 
transports of joy and gratitude, and every 
•countenance was lighted up With satisfac- 
tion From this place to the habitation of 
Sir Launcelot the bells were rung in every 
parish, and the corporation in their formali- 
tic^ congratulated him in every town through 
which he passed About five miles from 
Greavesbury-hall he was met by above five 
thousand persons of both sexes and every 
age, dressed out in their gayest apparel, 
headed by Mr Ralph Mattocks foom Damel- 
hiU, and the rector from the kmghVs own 
parish They were preceded by music of 


different kinds, ranged under a great variety 
of flags and ensigns; and the women, as 
well as the men, bediaened with foncy-knots 
and mamam ^onrs At the end of the 
avenue, a smect bevy of cornel^ virgins array- 
ed in white,^ and a separate band of choice 
youths^ fostii^mriied by garlands of laurel 
and holly interweaved, feu into the process- 
ion, and sung in chorus a rustic CTithala- 
mium composed by the curate At the gate 
they were received by the venerable house- 
keeper, Ifljs Oakley, whose features were so 
brightened W the occasion, that with the 
first glance she made a conquest of the heart 
of Captain Crowe * and this connection was 
improved afterwards into a legal conjunc- 
tion 

Meanwhile the house of Greavesbury-hall 
and Damel-hiU were set open for the enter- 
tamment of all comers, and both echoed 
with the sounds of fostmty After the cere- 
mony of giving and receiving visits had been 
performed by Sir Launcelot Greaves and his 
lady, Mr Clarke was honoured with the hand 
of the agreeable Miss Dolly Greaves, and 
the captain was put in possession of his 
paternal estate The peifect and uninter- 
rupted felicity of the knight and his endear- 
mg consort diffused itself through the whole 
adjacent country as far as their example and 
mnuence could extend They were admired, 
esteemed, and applauded, by qvery person of 
taste, sentiment, and benevolence , at the 
same time beloved, revered, and almost ador- 
ed, by the common people, among whom they 
suffered not tlie merciless hand of indigence 
or misery to seize one single sacrifice 

Ferret at first seemed to enjoy his easy 
circumstances, but the novelty of this situ- 
ation soon wore off, and all his misanthropy 
returned He could not bear to see his fel- 
low -creatures happy around him , and signi- 
fied his disgust to Sir Launcelot, declaring 
his intention of returning to the metropolis, 
where he knew there would be always food 
sufocient for the ravenous appetite of his 
spleen Before he departed, the Icnight made 
him partake of his bounty, though he could 
not make him taste of his happiness, which 
soon received a considerable addition m the 
birth of a son, destined to be the heir and 
represantative of two worthy fiunihes, whose 
mutual ammoBity the uxuon of his parents 
had so happily extinguished 


end of sir LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 
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TO MR HRNRY DAVIES, BOOKSELLER IN LONDON 
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Abergavenny, Aug 4. 

Respectsd Sir, 

1 HAVE received your esteemed favour of 
the 13th ultimo, whereby it appeareth, tJiat you 
have perused those same letters, the w{iich 
were delivered unto you by my friend the 
Reverend Mr Hugo Bhen, and 1 am pleased 
to find you think they may be printed with a 
good prospect of success inasmuch as the 
objections yon mention, I humbly conceive, 
are such as may be re-argued, if not entirely 
removed And first, in the first place, as 
touching what prosecutions may arise from 
printing the private correspondence of per- 
sons still living, give me leave, with all due 
submission, to observe, that the letters in 
({Uestion were not written and sent under 
the seal of secresy , that they have no ten- 
dency to the mala fama or prejudice of any 
person whatsoever, but rather to the infor- 
mation and edification of mankind so that 
It becometh a sort of du^ to promulgate them 
tn U8um pubheum Besides, I have con- 
sulted Mr Davy Higgins, an eminent attor- 
ney of this place, w&i, after due inspection 
and consideration, declareth, that ho doth 
not think the said letters contain any matter 
which will be held actionable in the eye of 
the law Finally, if you and 1 should come 
to a right understanding, 1 do declare in 
verba sacerdntu, that, in case of any such 
prosecution, 1 will take the whole upon my 
own shoulderb, even quoad fine and mipn- 
sonment, though, I must confess, 1 should 
not care to undergo flagellation Tam ad 
turptludinem quam ad amarttudmem pmnee 
spectans* — Secondly, concerning the perso- 
nal resentment of Mr Justice Lismabago, 
I may say, non fiocct facto — I would not 
willingly vilipend any Christian, if, perad- 
venture he deserveth that epithet albeit, 
I am much surprised that more care is not 
taken to exclude from the commission all 


such vagrant foreigners, as may be justly 
suspected of disaffection to our happy con- 
stitution m church and state — forbid 
that 1 should be so unchantable, as to affirm 
positively that the said Lismahago is no bet- 
ter than a Jesuit m disguise , but this I will 
assert and maintain, totis vtribus, that, 
from the day he qualified, he has never been 
once seen tntra temph parteles, that is to 
say, within the parish church 
Thirdly, with respect to what passed at 
Mr KendaJ*s table, when the said Lismahago 
was so brutal in his reprehensions, 1 must 
inform you, my good sir, that 1 was obliged 
to retire, not by rear arising from his mina- 
tory reproaches, which, as I said before, I 
value not a rush, but from the sudden effect 
produced by a barbel’s row, which 1 had 
eaten at dinner, not knowing that the said 
row 18 at certain seasons violently cathartic, 
as Galen observeth in his chapter 
Fourthly, and lastly, with reference to the 
manner in which 1 got possession of the let- 
ters, It IS a circumstance which concerns mv 
own conscience only sufficeth it to say, I 
have fully satisfied the parties in Whose cus- 
tody they were and, by this time, 1 hope I 
have also satisfied you in such w ays, that 
the last hand may be put to our agreement, 
and the work proceed with all convenient 
ex^ition In which hope 1 rest, 
Respected Sir, 

Your very humble servant, 

JONATHAN DUSTWICH 

PS I propose, Deo volente, to have the 
pleasure of seeing you in the great city 
towaras All-hallovv-tide, when 1 shall be glad 
to treat with you concemipg a parcel of MS 
sermons, of a certain clergyman deceased 
a cake of the right leaven for the present 
taste of the public Verkum saptenii, 4-c 

J D 



TO THfi REV MR JONATHAN DUSTWICH, AT 


Sift, late war, 1 inserted m my evening paper a 

I RftCBivxn youn in course of post, and paragraph that came by the post, rejecting 
shall be glad to treat witii you for the MS upooi the behaviour of a certain regiment in 
which I have delivered Co your fhend Mr battle An officer of said regiment came to 
Bhen , but can by no means comply with my shop, and, tn the presenee of my wife 
the terms proposed Those things are so and joumeynian, threatened to cut off my 
unceTtain*-^writmg is all a lottery — I have ears -^As X exhibited marks of bodily fear 
been a loser by the works of the greatest more ways than one, to the conviction of the 
men of the age could mention particulars, bystanders, I bound him over, my action 
and name names , but don't choose it. — The lay, and I recovered As for flagellation, 
taste of the town is so changeable Then \ou have nothing to fear, and nothing to 
there have been so many letters upon travels nope, on that head — ^There has been but 
lately published — What between Smollett's, one printer flogged at the cart-tail these 
Sharp's Derrick's, Thickness's, Baltimore's thirty years , that was Charles Watson , and 
and Bairetti's, together with Shandy’s Sen- he assured me it was no more than a flea- 

timental Travels, the public seems to be bite C — — S has been threatened 

cloyed with that kind of entertainment — severpl times by the House of L , but it 

Nevertheless, I will, if you please, run the came to nothing If an information should 
nek of printing and publishing, and you shall be moved for, and granted against you as 
have half the profits of the impression — the editor of these letters, I nope you will 
You need not take the trouble to bnng up have honesty and wit enough to appear and 
your sermons on my account. -^Nobody reads take your trjial -—If you should be sentenced 
sermons but methodists and dissenters.— to the pillory, your fortune is made— -As 
Besides, for my own part, I am quite a times go, that's a sure step to honour and 
stranger to that sort of readW , and the two preferment I shall think myself happy, if 
persons whose judgment 1 Upended upon I can lend you a lift , and am, very sincerely, 
m these matters, kre out of the way one is Yours, 

gone abroad, carpenter of a man of war , and HENRY DAVIES 

tne other has been silly enough to abscond, L<md<m, August 10 
in order to avoid a prosecution for blasphe- 
my — I’m a great loser by his going off— he Please my kind service to your neighbour, 

has left a manual of devotion half finished my cousin Madoc —1 have sent an mmanac 
m my hands, after having received money and court-calendar, directed for him at Mr 
for the whole copy — He was the soundest Sutton's, bookseller in Gloucester, carnage 
divine, and had the most orthodox pen of all paid, which he will please to accept as a 
my people , and T never knew his judgment small token of my renrd My wife, who is 
fail, but m flying from bis bread and butter very fond of toasteo cheese, presents her 
on this occasion compliments to him, and begs to know if 

By owning you was not put in bodily fear there’s any of that kmd which he was so 
by Lismahago, you preclude yourself fkom good as to send us last Christmas, to be 
the benefit of a good plea, over and above sold in London, 
the advantage of binding him over In the 1 HD 
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To Doctor Lsiviw 

DOCTOR} — The pills are good for nothing 
-*I might as well swallow snow-balls to com 
my reins— 1 have told yon, over and over, 
how bard I am to move , and at this time of 
day* 1 oujDfht to know something of my own 
constitution Why will you be so positive 
Prithee send me another prescnotion — am 
as lamCf and as much torturea in all my 
hhibSf as if I was broke upon the wheel 
indeed, I am equally distressed in miQd and 
body— as if I had not plagues enough of my 
own, those children of my sister are left me 
for a perpetual source oI vexation — what 
business have people to ^t children to pla^ie 
their neighbours'^ A ndiculous incident that 
happened yesterday to mf niece Liddy, hos 
disordered me m such a manner, that I ex- 
pect to be laid up with another ht of the 
gout Perhaps 1 may explain myself in my 
next I shall set out to-morrow morning 
fur the hot-wcll at Bnstol, where I am afraid 
1 shall stay longer than 1 could wish. On 
the receipt of this,^ send Wilbams thither 
with my saddle-horse and the demuptgue 
Tell Bams to thrash out the two old ricks, 
and send the com to market, and sell it off 
to the poor at a shilling a-bushei under mar- 
ket price. I have received a snivelling letter 
from Griffin^ ofihring to make a ptibuc sub« 
mission, and pay costs I want none of his 
submissions , neither will 1 pocket anv of 
his money. The Ihllow la a had neighbour, 
and 1 demo to have clothing to do wiUi liim , 
but as he IS purse-proud, he shall pay his 
insolence let him give five ponnds to Uie 
poor of the parish, and PH vi^draw mv 
action i and, in the mean time, voo may tell 
Png to stop proceedings I^et 
widow have the Alderney cow, and ibity 
shillinge to clothe her children , but den^ 
say a syllable of the matter to any linng 
soul— Pil make her pay when she is stole. 


I desire you will lock up all my drawers, and 
keep the keys till meeting , and be sure you 
take the iron chest with my papers into your 
own custody Fomve all this trouble from, 
dear Lewis, your anectionate 

M BRAMBLE 

Gloucester, April 2 


To Mrs Gwyllim, Hovsbkerter at 
Brahblbtor-H all 

Mrs Gwvllix,— Wiien this comes to 
hand, be sure to pack up m the trunk male that 
stands in my closet, to be sent me in the Bris- 
tol wagon, without lose of time, the following 
articles viz my rose-collard neglejay, with 

C robins, niy yellow damask, and my 
velvet suit, with the short hoop ; my 
bloo quilted petticoat, my green majoteel, my 
laced apron, my French commode, Macklm 
head and lappets, and the little box with my 
jowls Wilbams may bnng over my bum- 
daffee, and the viol with the easmgs of 
Dr liiirs dock-water, and Chowder's lack- 
sitiff The poor creature haS been tembly 
constuprated ever since we left huom Pray 
take particular care of the house while the 
family is absent Let there be a fire con. 
stantly kept in my brother^ chamber and 
mineO The maids, having nothing to do, 
may^be sat a-spinnmg I desiie you’ll clap 
a pud-luck on the winda^dler, «oa let none 
of the men have excess to the strong bear— 
don’t forget Imve the gate abit eveiy even 
' ing before dark The gardmr and hind ma> 
lie below theiandry, to pattake the house 
B ith the Uundeitmse and the great dog , and 
1 hope ypuH have a watchim eye over the 
maids. Tt kbcw that bussy Mary Jone loves 
to be roApitig with the men Let me know 
if Alderp^’s oaif be sould yet, and what ho 
j fought^*^ the ould gooao be sitting and if 
I the coblor bah cut Dicky, and how the poor 
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anemil bore theoj^iration^No unoie «t pre* 
Bent, but reBt'jNme, 

TAKTHABHAUBLE. 
ijiiUater^ Afrtl 2. 


To Mnt SAutir Jonsot BftAXBi^itojr* 

Dbae Mbt&'tf^^etvii^tbivoppott^ 

I Bend my lovetoyraBud mul, bei^ m pm 
health, and beer the same from 

you ; and thait yon end Said wiU Cake my 
poor kitten to bad edth you thia cold weather 
We have been all m a ead taking here at 
Qlost6r<*-MiS8 Dddy had like to have run 
away with a player-man, and young master 
and he would a done themselves a mischief, 
but the squire apphed to the mare, and they 
were bound over Mistnss bid me not speak 
a word of the matter to any Cbhatian soul — 
no more I shall , fbr we servants should see 
all, and say nothing. But, what was worse 
than all this. Chowder has had the misfor* 
tune to be worried by a butcher’s dog, and 
came home m a ternhie pickle — Mistnss was 
taken with the astensks, but they soon went 
odr The doctor was sent for to Chowder, 
and he subsenbed a repositoiy, which did 
him great service-4bank God he’s now m a 
fair way to do well*-pray take care of my 
box and the ptUyber, and put them under 
your own bed; for I do suppose Madam 
Gwylhm will be a-piying into my secrets, 
now my back is turned John Thomas is 
in good health, but sulky The squire ^ve 
away an ould coat to a poor man , and John 
says as how ’tis robbing him of his parqui- 
sites I told him, by hie agreement, he was 
to receive no vails but he says as how 
there’s a difference betwixt vails and parqui* 
Sites and so there is for sartain We are 
all going to the hot well, where I shall drmk 
your health in a glass of water, being, dear 
Mqlly, your humUe servant to command, 

W. JENKINS. 

Glostfr, April 2. 


To Sir Watxin Phillips, Bart, of Jrsvs 
COLLBOB, OXOK. 

Dear Phillips, I have nothlh/more 
at heart than to convince you 1 am inea^le 
of forgetting or neglecting the I 

iimdeatcidlege,! now begin tha|;etM^ 
44^ by letters, which you and I agrera at 
partitg to cultivate. I begin it sooner than 
1 Sfitiendbd, that you may have it in your 
ptptm to relbte any idle reports wbk^ sMy 
bedreidatefd to my prejudice atQRftMrd»touoh. 
xQg a fbelish quam m which I have been 
mvtd^ed^ 00 account of my sister, who had 
been'seibOume settled here in a boaidiw* 
eehooL When I came hither with my unde 
and auBlv trim are our guardians, to fttoh 


her away, I found her a fine tall girl of 
seventeen, with an agieesUe person, but 
remarkd^ sunple, sad quitd ignonmt of the 
world. l%is dispomtioR, sad want of expo- 
mnoe, had expqaed her to the addressee of 
a persotH-d know not what to call him, who 
hid sodn her at a phy $ and, with a confi- 
dence and dexteiity peculiar to himself, fiiORd 
means to be recommended to her acquaint, 
apee. ft was by the greatest accident I in- 
tercepted one of his letters As it was my 
duty to stifle this oorrqspondenoe m its buth, 
t soade it my business to And him out, and 
teH him very freely my sentiments of the 
matter The spatk did not hke the style I 
used, and hehaviM) with abundance of metal. 
Though hiB rank jn liib (which, by the by, 
1 am ashamed to declare) did not entitle 
him to much deference, yet, as his bclia. 
viour was remarkably spmM, 1 admitted 
him to the privilege of a gentlemau, and 
something might have happened, had we not 
been prevent^. In short, the business took 
air, 1 know not how, and made abundance 
of noise^-recourse was had to justice— I was 
obliged to give my word and honour, 
and to-morrow morning we set out for Bris- 
tol wells, where I expect to hear flrom you 
by the return of the p^t I have got mto a 
iwily of origmsls, whom I may one day 
attempt to desenbe for your amusement 
My aunt, Mrs Tabitha Bramble,, is a maiden 
of forty-five, exceeding starched, vam, and 
ridiculous My uncle is an odd kind of hu- 
mounst, always on the fret, and so unpleasant 
in hiB manner, that, rather than be obliged 
to keep him company, Pd resign all claim to 
the inheritance of ms estate Indeed, his 
being tortured by^the gout may have soured 
hiB temper, and perhaps I may like him bet- 
ter on farther acquamtanoe certain it iS. all 
his servants and neighbours lu the country 
are fond of him, even to a degree of enthu- 
siasm, the reason of which 1 cannot as yet 
comprehend. Remember me to Gnfliy Price, 
Gwyn, Mansel, Basset, and all the rest of 
my old Cambrian compamons Salute the 
bed-maker in my name— give my service to 
the cook, and pray take care of popr Ponto, 
for the sake of his old master, who is, and 
ever will be, dear Phillips, your afibctionate 
friend end humble servant, 

JER. MELFORJD. 
Glaucesier, April 2^ 


Xo Mrs JnBjrm, at mkn xfotrsix in Gloc- 

CBifBB. 

DbaR MAi>A|i,«rHavuigno mother of my 
6Wn, 1 hope you will give me leave to dis- 
burden txffpo^ kealt to you, who have al- 
ways acted the putt of a kind parent to me, 
ever since 1 was pot Under your cate. In- 
deed, mid indeed, my worthy governess may 
believe me, when 1 assure her, that I never 
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harboured a thouj^t that waa otherwiee than of your good humouir and good aenae ; but I 
virtuoua ; andi ifGod will gitna me mce^ I hope the lEHendsfaiD We Sootricted at the 
ahaU never h^ve so na to caat a reflection boarding43ohool w01 list fbr life— <1 doubt 
on the care yon have taken in my education not but, on my side, it nrlfl daily increase 
I confesa I have given jiart: cauae of oitoce, and iipprove, as 1 gain expenehee, and learn 
by my want of mrudenoe and exp^eOee. I to know the value of a true fxknd. O my 
ought not to nave listened to what the dparLetty* what ahalllaay abcMit|>oorMr 
young man said; and it wua my doty to Wihront I have promiaed to break of all 
have told you all that paaaedt but I waawia- comspondenoe, and, if poaeihle, to fliiget 
mad to mention it; and then he behaved ao him^ but, alas \ I begin to perceive that it 
modest and reapectfld, and seemed todm so will not be m my power. As it is by no 
melaiieholy and ttimoroua, that 1 could not means proper that the picture should remain 
find in my heart to do any thing that should in my handSf lest it should be the occasion 
make him miserable and desperate As for of more ihiscbief, lhave sent it to you by 
familiarities; I do declare, I never once ah this opportunity; begging you will cither keep 
lowed him the favour of a salute , and as to it safe till better times, or rajtum it to Mr 
thefhw letters that passed between us, they Wilson himself, who, 1 suppose, will make 
are all in my uncle^e hands, and^l hope they jt his business to see you at the usual place 
contain nothing contrary to innocence and If he should be low sjnnted at my sending 
honour. I am still persuaded that he is not back his picture, you may tell him I have no 
what he appears to be , but time will discover occasion for a picture, while the onginal con- 

-—meanwhile, 1 will endeavour to foiget a tinues engraved on my but, no, I would 

connection which is so displeasing to my fli- not have you tell him that neither , because 
mily 1 have cned without ceasing, and there must be an end of our correspondence 
have not tasted any thing but tea, since 1 — I wish he may forget me, fl>r the sake of 
was homed away m>m you nor did I once his own peace , and yet, if he should, he 
close my eyes fi>r three nights running. My must be a barbarous— But 'tis impossible, 
aunt continues to chide me severely, when — ^poor Wilson cannot be false and incon'* 
we are by ourselves , but I hope to soflen stant I beseech him not to write to roe, 
her in time, by humility and submission My nor attempt to see me, for some time , fbr, 
uncle, who was so dreadfully passionate m considenug the resentment and passionate 
the beginning, has been moved by my tears temper of my brother Jerry, such an attempt 
and distress, and is now all tenderness and might be attended with consequences which 
compassion ; and my brother is reconciled would make us all miserable mr life— let us 
to me, OB my promise to heeakoff all corres- trust to time and the chapter of accidents , 
pondence with that unfortunate youth , but, or rather, to that Providence which will not 
notwithstanding all their indulgence, I shali fkii, sooner or later, to reward those that 
have no peace of mind till I know my dear walk in the paths of honour and virtue— 1 
and ever honoured governess has forgiven would offer my love to the young ladies, but 
her poor, disconsolate, forlorn, affbctionate, it is not fit that any of them should know 
humble servant, till death, you have received this letter If we go to 

LYDIA MELFORD Bath, I shall send you my simple remarks 

Cl^fiont April 6 upon that famous centre of polite amusement, 

and every other place we may chance to 
visit , anil 1 flatter myself that my dear Miss 
To Miss LjstitIa Wiblis, at Gbovcsb- WiUis will be punctual in answeting the let. 
tbb ters of her affectionate 

LYDIA MELFORD. 

My Dbabbst Lbtty,— 1 am in such a Chfton April 6. 
fright, lest this should not come safe to hand 
by the conveyance of Jarvis the earner, that 

I beg you will write me on the receipt of it, To Da Lb wie* 

directing to me, under cover, to Mrs Wim- * 

fred Jenkins, my aunt’s maid, who m a good Dxab Lvwia,— lhavefbllowedyourduec- 
gurl, and has been so kind to ihe in my tions with some raocess, and mi^t have 
affliction, that lhave made het my confidant, been upon my lege By this^timsi badthe wea- 
as fflr Jarvis, he was veiy shy of taking ther permitted me to ime saddle-horse 
charge of my letter and the little parcel, be- I rode out upon the Downs hist Tuesday, m 
cause his sister Bklly had Jike tp hash lost the forenoon, when the sky, as fkr as the 
her place on my account; indeed, I eoxmot visible honaon, wan without a cloud, but, 
blame the man for bis caution i but I have before I hpd gone a fliU mde, 1 was over- 
made it worth his while* My dear compan- taxen iiiistam^eoiiBly by a Storm of ram, 
ton and hed-dbUow, a grievous addmwa that wel me to the skin in three minutes— 
to my other misfortunes, that I am Aejmym whenaq it came the devil knows, but it has 
of your agreeable company aud eonversattos, * laid suppose) for one fortnight li 

at a time When 1 need so much the oomfoit makes wC sick tohear people talk of the fine 
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air upon Chiton Downs , how can the air be 
either agreeable or salutary, when the demon 
of vapours descends in a perpetual dnazle 
My confinement is the more intolerable, as 
I am surrounded with domestic venations 
My niece has had a dan^rous fit of illness, 
occasioned by that curseq^iicidentatGlouces 
ter, which I mentioned in my last. She is a 
poor good-natured simpleton, as soft as hut- 
ter, and as easily melted-— not that she's a 
fool — ^the girl’s parts are not despicable, and 
her education has not been neglected , that 
18 to say, she can write and spell, and speak 
French, and play upon the harpsichord, 
then she dances finely, has a good figure, 
and IS very weU-mclined , but she’s deficient 
in spirit, and so susceptible, and so ten- 
der, forsooth '—truly, she has got a lan^sh- 
ing eye, and reads romances Then there’s 
her brother, Squire Jerry, a pert jackanapes, 
ihll of roll^ petulance and self-conceit , 
proud as a German count, and as hot and 
hasty as a Welsh mountaineer As for that 
fantastical animal my sister Tabby, you are 
no stranger to her qualifications I \ow to 
God, she is sometimes so intolerable, that T 
almost think she’s the devil incarnate come 
to torment me for my sins and yet I am con- 
scious of no sms that ought to entail such 
family plagues upon me— why the devil should 
1 not shake off these torments at once I a’nt 
married to Tabby, thank Heaven ' nor did I 
beget the other two let them choose another 
guardian for my part, I an’t in a condition 
to take care of myself, much less to superin- 
tend the conduct of giddy-headed boys and 
jgrirls You earnestly desire to know the 
particulars of our adventure at Gloucester, 
which are briefly these, and I hope they will 
go no further — Liddy had been so long 
cooped up in a boarding-school, which, next 
to a nunnery, is the worst kind of seminary 
that ever was contrived for young women, 
that she became as inflammable as touch- 
wood , and, going to a play in holiday-time 
^'sdeath, I’m ashamed to tell you ' — she fell 
in love with one of the actors— a handsome 
youqg fcllo^^^ that goes by the name of 
Wilson The rascal soon perceived the 
impression he had made, and managed mat- 
ters so as to see her at a house where she 
went to drink tea with her governess This 
was the beginning of a correspondence, 
which the> kept up by means of a jade of a 
milliner, who made and dressed caps for the 
glris at the boarding-school When we ar- 
rived at Gloucester, Liddy came to stay at 
lodgings with her aunt, and Wilson bribed 
'’the maid to deliver a letter into her own 
^banda; but it seems Jerry had already acquit 
rad ad ipach credit with the maid (by what 
moans hd best knows), that she carried the 
letter to btm* and so the whole plot was dlsh 
covered The i^h boy, without saving a 
word the matter to me, went immediately 
in seaith of Wilson , and, 1 suppose, treated 


him with insolence enough The theatrical 
hero was too far gone in romance to brook 
such usage , he replied in blank verse, and a 
formal challenge ensued. They agreed to 
meet early next morning, and to decide the 
dispute with sword and pistol I heard 
nothing at all of the affair, till Mr Morley 
caihe to my bed-side in the morning, and 
told me lie was afraid my nephew was going 
to fight, as he had been overheard tcukuig 
very •loud and vehement with Wilson, at 
the young man’s lodgings, the night before, 
and afterwards went and bought powder and 
ball at a shop in the neighbourhood, t got 
up immediately , and, upon inquiry, found he 
was just gone out I begged Morley to 
knock up the mayor, that lie might interpose 
as a magistrate , and, m the mean time, I 
hobbled after the squire, w^hom 1 saw at a 
distance, walking at a great pace towards the 
city gate In spite of all my efforts, 1 could 
not come up till our two combatants had ta- 
ken their ground, and were priming their 
pistols An old house luckily screened me 
from their view , so that 1 rushed upon them 
at once before I was perceived They were 
both confounded, and attempted to make 
their escape different ways , but Morley com- 
ing up with constables at that instant, took 
Wilson into custody, and Jerry followed him 
quietly into the mayor’s house All this 
time 1 was ignorant of what hud passed the 
preceding day , and neither of tne parties 
would discover a tittle of the matter The 
mayor observed that it was great presump, 
tion in Wilson, who was a stroller, to pro- 
ceed to such extremities w'ltb a gentleman 
of family and fortune, and threatened to 
commit him on the vagrant act The young 
fellow bustled up with great spirit declaring 
he was a gentleman, and would be treated as 
such , but he refused to explain himself far- 
ther The master of the company being sent 
for, and examined touching the said Wilson, 
said, the young man had engaged with them 
a.t Birmingham about six months ago, but 
never would take bis salary , that he had be- 
haved BO well in his private character as to 
acquire the respect and good-will of his ac- 
quaintance , and that the public owned his 
merit as an actor was altogether extraordi- 
nary After all, I fancy he will turn out to 
be a runaway ’prentice from London The 
manager offered to bail him for any sum, 
provided he would give his word and honour 
that he would keep the peace , but the young 
gentleman was on bis high ropes, and would 
oy no means lay himself under any restric- 
lions* on the Qther hand, Hopeful was 
equally obstmate ; till at length the mayor 
declared, that, if they both refbsed to be 
bound over, he would immediately commit 
Wilson as a vagrant to bard labour I own 
I was much pleased with Jerry’s behaviour 
on this occasion * he said, that, rather than 
Mr Wihon should he treated in such an ig- 
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nominiouB manner, he would ^ve bis Word 
and honour to prosecute tiio anaSr no farther 
while they remained at Oloocester Wilson 
thanked him fbr his generous manner of pro. 
ceedmg, and was discharged On oorre^ 
turn to our lodgings» my nephew explained 
the whole mystery ; and I own I was exceed- 
ingly incensed Liddy heidgquestjoned on the 
stmjeqt, and Veiy severely reproached by that 
wild-cat my aister I'abW, first swooned away ; 
then dissolving into a nood of tears, cBnlest 
all the particulars of the corre^ndence , at 
the same time giving up three letters, which 
were all she him received from her admirer 
The last, which Jerry intercepted, I send you 
inclosed ; and when you have read it, I dare 
say you won’t wonder at the progress the 
writer had made on the heart or a sim- 
ple girl, utterly unacquainted with the 
characters of manknd Thinking it was 
high time to remove her from such a dan- 
gerous connection, I earned her off the next 
aay to Bristol , but the poor creature was so 
fnghtened and flattered by ear threats and 
expostulations, tliat she fell sick the fourth 
day after ogr arrival at Clifton, and contin- 
lied so ill for a whole week, that her life 
was despaired of It was not till yesterday 
that I>r Rigge declared her out of danger 
You cannot imagine what I have suffered, 
partly from the indiscretion of this poor child, 
but much more from the fear of losing her 
entirely This air is intolerably cold,^and 
the place ijuite solitary I never go down to 
the weU Without returning loW-spinted , for 
there I meet with half-a-dozen poor emaci- 
ated creatures with ghostly looks, in the last 
stage of a consumption, who have made 
shift to linger through the winter, like so 
many exotic plants languishing in a hot- 
house , but in all appearance wul drop into 
their graves before the sun has warmth 
enough to mitigate the rigour of this ungenial 
spring It you think Uie Bath water will 
be of an) service to me, I will go thither as 
soon as my niece can bear the motion of the 
coach Tell Barns I am obliged to him for 
hia advice, but don’t choose to follow it If 
Davies voluntarily offers to give up the farm, 
the other sball have it , but 1 will not begin 
at this time of day to distress ray tenants be- 
cause thev are unfottunate, and cannot make 
regular payments 1 wonder that Bams 
should think me capblc of such oppression. 
As for Higgins, the fellow is a notonous 
poacher, to bo sure, and an impudoitt rascal, 
to set his snares in my own paddock ; but 1 
suppose he thought he had some right, espe- 
cially in my absence^ to partake of what na>- 
ture seems to have intended for common 
use you may threaten him m my name as 
much as yo j please , and, tf he repeats the 
offence, let roe know ft before you have re- 
course to justice— I know you are a great 
sportsman, and oblige many of your fhends. 
I need not tell you to make use ofmy grounds ; 

78 * 


hut It may be necessary to hint, tliat I’m 
more afraid of ihy fotvling-piece than of my 
game When you ‘can apiWe two or three 
brace of partridges, send them over by the 
stage-coach , and tell GwyHim that she for- 
got to pack-up my flannels ahd wide shoes m 
the trahfc-mail — t shall trouble you as usual, 
from tune to time, till at last, I suppose, you 
wiU be tired of corresponding with your as- 
sured fnend, 

M BRAMBLE 

Chftan, April 17 

I 

To Miss Lvdia Mblfobu 

Miss Wilhs has pronounced my doom— 
jou are going away, dear Miss Melmd,— you 
are going to be removed I know not whither^ 
what shSl I do which way shall I turn for 
consolation f 1 know not vvhat 1 say — all 
night long have 1 been tossed m a sea of 
doubts and fears, uncertainty and distraction, 
without being able to connect my thoughts, 
much less to form any consistent plan of 
conduct — 1 was even tempted to wish that I 
bad never seen you , or that you had been 
less amiable, or less compassionate to your 
poor Wilson , and yet it would be detestable 
ingratitude m me to form such a wish, con- 
sidering how much I am indebted to your 
goodness, and the inefiable pleasure I have 
derived from your indulgence and approbation 
— Good God' I neier heard \our name 
mentioned without emotion ' the mos^ dis- 
tant prospect of being admitted to yonreom- 
pan) , filled my whole soul u ith a kind of 
pleasing alarm ' as the time approached, my 
heart beat with redoubled force, and every 
nerve thrilled with a transport of expectation , 
but, when I found myself actually in your 
presence — ^when I heard you speak — when I 
saw you smile — ^wben 1 tiebeld )Our charm- 
ing eyes turned faiourably upon me, my 
breast was filled with such tumults of delight, 
as wholly deprived roe of the power of ut- 
terance, and wrapt me in a delinum of joy ' 
Encouraged by your swreetness of temper 
and affability, I ventured to describe the 
feelings of my heart — even then you did not 
check my presmuptiou^ — you pitied my suffer. 
]ngs,#nd gave me leave to hope;— you put 
a mvourable, perhaps too favourahie a con- 
struction on my appearaneg-Msertam it is I 
am no player in love — speak the language 
of my own heart, and have no prompter but 
nature Yet there is something in this 
heart, which I hnve not yet disclosed — I 
flattered tnyself— hut, I will not, I must not 
proceedr-4eaT Miss Liddy ^ for Heaven 
sake contrive, if possible, some means of 
letting me speak to you before you leave 
0loucesteri otherwise I know not what will 
*^ut I bngm to rave again— I will endea- 
vtHir to bfeatr tins tnal with fortitude— while 
I am capfdde of reflecting upon your tender- 
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ne0g ahd truth, 1 Eoimly have nd cause to de« 
e^it-^yet 1 am stran^y eflMed. Tke sun 
seems to deny me doud hongs over 

me, and there is a dreadfhl weight upon my 
spirits 1 While you stay in this jdace, I 
shall continually hover about your lodginga, 
as the parted soul is said to huger about the 
grave where its mortal consort Iiee—^l know, 
if it is in your power, you will task your hu- 
manity— your compaasion<^haiHt add your 
affection in order to assuage the almost in- 
tolerable disquiet that torments the heart of 
your afflict^ WILSON 

GUmceatert^ March 31 

To Sir Watkin pHinnups, of Jesvb Col- 
lege, OxoN 

Hot Well, April 18 

Dear Phillips, — I give Mansel credit for 
his invention, in propagating the report, that 
I had a quarrel with a mountebank’s Merry 
Andrew at Gloucester , but I have too much 
respect for every appendage of wit, to quar- 
rel even with the lowest buffoonery, and 
therefore 1 hope Mansel and I shall always 
be good friends I cannot, however, approve 
of his ^rownmg my poor dog Ponto, on pur- 
pose to convert Ovid’s pleonasm into a pun- 
ning epitaph — deerant quoque httora Ponto, 
for, that he threw him into the Isis, when it 
was BO high and impetuous, with no other 
view than to kill the fleas, is an excuse that 
Will not hold water but I leave poor Ponto 
to his fate, and hope Providence will take care 
to accommodate Mansel with a drier death 

As there is nothing that can be called 
company at the well, I am here in a state of 
absolute rustication this, however, gives me 
leisure to observe the singularities m my 
uncle’s character, which seems to have in- 
terested yoor curiosity The truth is, his 
disposition and mine, which, like oil and 
vinegar, repelled one another at first, have 
now begun to mix, by dint of being beat up 
together I was once apt to believe him a 
complete cynic, and that nothing but the 
necessity of his occasions could compel him 
to get witliiu the pale of society — ^1 am now 
of another opinion , I think his peevishness 
arises partly from bodily pain, and {partly 
from a natural excess of mental sensibility , 
for, 1 suppose, the mind, as well as the 
w some cases, endowed with a 
mamd excess of sensation. 

I was, t’other day, much diverted. With a 
^ 'conversation that passed in the pump-rooni 
betwixt him and the famous Dr L— — n, who 
iq cOme to ply at the well for paUente* 
quaeJe vm complaining of the stink, occa- 
sioned^ by the vast quantity of mw 
slime which the nver leaves at low ebh un- 
der the windows of the pump-room. He 
obsm^ that the exhalations ansing fh>m 
such a could not but be prejudteial 


to the weak lungs of many consumptive pa- 
tients who came to drink the water The 
doctor, overheanilg this remark, made up to 
him, and assured him he was mistaken He 
said, people m general were so misled by 
vulgar prejudices, that philosophy was hardly 
sufficient to undeceive them Then, hem- 
ming thrice, he assonred a piost ridiculous 
solemnity of aspect, and entered mto a 
learned investigation of the nature of stink 
He oDserved, that stmk or stench, meant no 
more than a strong impression on the olfac- 
tory nerves, and might be applied to sub- 
stances of the most opposite qualities tb<il 
in^tbe Dutch language, stmken sigmiied the 
most agreeable perfume, as well as the most 
fetid emour, as appears in Van Vloudefs 
translation of Horace, m that beautiful ode, 
Quts multa ^acihs, 6lc , the v\ ords Itqutdis 
perfusus oaonbus, he translates, van civ( t 
€t mosekata geatmken , that individuals dif- 
fered toto cwlo m their opinion of smells, 
which indeed was altogether as arbitrary as 
the opinion of beauty , that the French were 
pleased with the putnd effluvia of animal 
food, and so were the Hottentots in Africa, 
and the savages in Greenland , and that thc^ 
negroes on the coast of Senegal ^\ould not 
touch fish till It was rotten , strong presump- 
tions in fa\our of what is generally called 
stink, as those nations are in a state nn- 
ture, undebauched by luxury, nnseduted by 
whim and caprice , that he liad reason to 
behove the slercoraceous flavour, condemneil 
by prejudice as a stmk, was, in fact, 
agreeable to the organs of smelling, for Uiat 
every person that pretended to nauseate the 
smell of another’s excretions, snuffed up his 
own with particular complacency, for the 
truth of which, he appealed to all the ladies 
and gentlemen then present, he said, the 
inhabitants of Madnd and Edinburgh found 
particular satisfaction in breatliing tboir ovi n 
atmosphere, which was always impregnated 
with Btercoraceous effluvia , that the learned 
Dr B , in his treatise on the Four Digest- 

ions, explains m what manner the volattle 
effluvia from the intestines stimulate and 
promote the operations of the animal eco- 
nomy . he affirmed the last grand duke of 
Tuscany, of the Medicis family, who reflned 
upon sensuality with the spirit of a philoso- 
her, was so delighted with that odour, that 
e caused the essence of ordure to be ex- 
tracted, and used it as the most delicious 
rfuine , that he hiDiself (the docetor), when 
happened to^be low.«pinted, or fktigued 
with business, found immediate relief, and 
uncommon sabs&ctfcm, from hanging over 
the stale contents of R close stool, wmle Ins 
servant stirred it about under his nose , nor 
was this eibot to be wondered at, when we 
consider that this std^stance abound with the 
self>same vc^tite salts that ate so greedily 
smelled to by the most delicate invalids, after 
they have been extracted and sublimed by the 
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chemisU. By this time the company began ta manner” At this jreomkt all the ladies 
holdtfaeirno8es;hutthedoctot’4Withouttaking retired to another cdrner dftbe room, and 
the least notice of this signal, proceeded to some of them began to to my uncle, 

show, that many fetid sun»tances were not though he was rutSed at first by the doctor’s 
only agreeable hut salutary , such as assa- saying be Was dropsical, he could not help 
fbetida and other medicinal gums, resins, smilmg at this ndiculous con^Csion « and,! 
roots, and vegetables, over and above burnt suppose, with a view to punish this onginal, 
feathers, tan-pits^ candle-snuffs, d&c In short, told him there was a wart upon his nose, 
he used many learned arguments to persuade that looked a little suspicious.^* I don’t 
his audience out of their senses , and from pretend to be a judge of these matters,” said 
stench made a transition to filthy whicn he he, ** but 1 understand that warts are often 
affirmed was also a mistaken idea, inasmuch produced by the distemper , and that ono 
as objects so called Were no other than cer- upon your nose seems to have taken possess- 
tain modifications of matter, consisting of ion of the \ cry key-stone of the bridge, which 

the same principles that enter into the com- I hope is in no danger of falling ” L n 

position of all created essences, whatever seemed a little confounded at this remark, and 
they may be , that, in tlie filthiest production assured him it was nothing but a common 
of nature, a philosopher considered nothing excrescence of the cuticuTa, but that the 
but the earth, water, salt, and air, of whicn bones were all sound below for the tnith 
It was compounded that, for his own part, of this assertion he appealed to the touch, 
he had no more objection to drinking the desiring he would feel tlie part My uncle 
dirtiest ditch-water, than he had to a glass said it was a matter of such delicacy to med- 
of water from the hot well, pro\ided he was die witli a gentleman’s nose, that he declined 
assured there was nothing poisonous in the the office , upon which the doctor, turning 
concrete Then addressing himself to my to me, mtreated me to do him that favour 
uncle, — “ Sir,” said he, you seem to be of I complied with his request, and handled it 
a dropsical habit, and probably will soon so roughly, that he sneezed, and the tears 
have a confirmed ascites , if I should be pre- ran down his cheeks, to the no small enter- 
sent when you are tapjiei I will gne you a tainment t)f the company, and particularly 
convincing proof of what I assert, by drink- of my uneV, who burst out a-laughuig for 
ing, without hesitation, the water which the first tunc since 1 have been with him , 
comes out of your abdomen ” The ladies and tool^ notice that the part seemed to be 
made wry faces at this declaration , and my very tendei “S»r,” cried the doctor, “it 
uncle changing c olour, told him he did not de- is naturally a tender part , but, to remove all 
sire any such proofs of his philosophy *‘But possibility of doubt, I will take off the wart 
I should be glad to know,” said he, “what this very night ” 

makes you think 1 am of a dropsical habit *” So saying, he bowed with great solemmtv 
“ Sir, I beg pardon,” replied the doctor, “ I all around, and retired to his own lodgings 
perceive >our ankles are swelled, and you where he applied caustic to the wort, but it 
seem to have the facies leucoplegTnatica spread in such a manner, as to produce a 
Perhaps, indeed, your disorder may be cerfe- considerable inflanimatton, attendi^ wiUi an 
matom^ or gout), or it niaj be the lues enormous swelling, so that, when he next 
venerea If you have any reason to flatter appeared, his whole face was overshadowed 
yourself it is this last, sir, 1 will undertalve by this tremendous nozzel , and the rueful 
to cure you willi throe small pills, even if eagerness with which he explained the un- 
the disease should have attained its utmost lucky accident, was ludicrous beyond all de- 
inveteracy* Sir, it is an arcanum, winch I scription I was much pleimed with mect- 
have discovered, and prepared with infinite ing the original of a character which you 
labour Sir, I have lately cured a woman and 1 have o/len laughed at in description, 
in Bristol'— a common prostitute,, sir, who and, what surpnses me very much, I find the 
had got all the worst symptoms of the dis- features in the picture which has been drawn 
order ; such os nod«, tophit and gummafa, for h^^n rather sofloned than overcharged 
verruces, ertstte galht and serpigtnous erup- As I have something else to say, and thi<? 
tion, or rather a pocky itch all over her body letter is run to an unconscionable length, I 
By the time she had taken the second pill, shall now mve you a little respite, and trouble 
sir, by heaven' she was as smooth as my you ogam by the vefy first post, I wish you 
hand , and the third made her as sound and would take it m your head to retaliate these 
as fresh as a new bom infant.”, “ Sir,” double strokos upon yours always, 
cried my uncle peevishly, “ I have no reason J. MEI^ORD 

to flatter myi^elf that my disorder comes 
withm the efficacy of your nostrum . but thw 

patient you talk of may not be so sound at To Si« Watkin Phillips, of Jesis Col- 
bottom as you imagine ” “I can’t possibly Laos, Oxon 

be mistaken,” rejoined the philosopher, “ for 

I have had commuaicstion with her three , fiot WeU, April 20 

tunes^I alwayadscertain my cures m that Entoht,*^! now sit down to exe* 
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cute the threat m the tail of my last^ The 
truth ifi| 1 am big with the ehcreL auu limg 
to be delivered. It relates to my guardian, 
who, yo^i know, ui at present out prituupal 
olnect in view 

T’other day I thought I had detected him 
in such a state of frauty as would but ill be^ 
come his years aUd ciiaracter. is a 

decent sort of a woman, not disagreeable m 
her person, that comes to the well, with a 
poor emaciated child, fht gone m a consump- 
tion 1 had caught my uncle’s eyes several 
times directed to this person, with a veiy 
suspicious expression in them, and every 
tune he saw himself observed, he hastily 
withdrew them, with evident marks of con- 
fusion. I resolved to watch him more nar- 
rowly, and saw him speaking to her privately 
in a corner of the walk. At length, goin 
down to^'tJie well one day, I met her hali 
way up the hill to Clifton, and could not 
help suspecting she was going to our lodg- 
uigs by appointment, as it was about one 
o’clock, the hour when my sister and 1 are 
generally at the pump-room This notion 
exciting my cariosity, 1 returned by a back 
way, and got unperceived into my own cham- 
ber, which IS contiguous to my uncle’s apart- 
ment Sure enough the woman was intro- 
duced, but not into his bed-chamber he gave 
her audience m a parlour, so that 1 was 
obliged to shift my station to another room, 
where, however, there was a small clunk in 
the partition, through which 1 could perceive 
what passed 

My uncle, though a little lame, rose up 
when she came in, and, setting a chair for 
her, desired she would sit down then he 
asked if she would take a dish of chocolate, 
which she declined with much acknowledge- 
ment After a short pause, he said, in a 
croaking tone of voice, which confounded 
me not a little, — “ Madam, 1 am truly con- 
cerned for your misfortunes , and if this tri- 
fle can be of any service to you, I beg you 
will accept it without ceremony ” So say- 
ing, he put a bit of paper into her hand, 
which she opening with ^eat trepidation, ex- 
claimed, in an ecstasy , — ** Twenty pounds • 
O sir and sinking down on a settee, famt- 
cd away Frightened at this fit, and, I sup- 
pose, afraid of calling for assistance, le^ her 
situation should give rise to unfavourahle 
conjectures, he ran about the room in dis- 
traction, making frightful gnmacea and, at 
]cngi^^^h2^|ecollection enough to throw a 
in her face ; by which applica- 
herself but then 
ber^^^Ptook another turn She shed a 
I, and cried aloud I know 
__ you are, but sure—- worthy sir 
,sir !— the distress of me and my 
p child— K>h * if the widow’s prayers 
oiphan’s tears of gratitude can 
al--GraciottR Providence ♦ — ^Bless- 
! sbowordown eternal blessings”— here 


ffhft was interrupted by my uncle, who muU 
tered, in a voice still more and mote duu 
cordantr-*’ For Heaven’s sake, be quiet, 
inadain--considertbe people of the house— 
’sdeath * can’t you ” AU this time she was 
struggUng to throw herself on her knees, 
whim he, seizing her by the wnsts, endea** 
voured to seat her upon the settee, saying,— 
‘♦Prithee — good now— hold your tongue” 
At that instant, who should burst mto the 
rooih but our aunt Tabby ' of all antiquated 
maidens the most diabolically o^ncious. 
Ever piying into other people’s aflairs, she 
bad seen the woman enter, and followed her 
to the door, where she stood listening, but 
probably could hear nothing distinctly, ex- 
cept my uncle’s last exclamation , at which 
she bounced into the parlour in a violent 
rage, that dyed the tip of her nose of a pur- 
ple hue ** Fy upon you, Matt t” cned she, 
“what doings are these, to disgrace your 
own character, and disparoge your family^” 
Then snatching the bank-note out of the 
stranger’s hand, she went on— “How now, 
twenty pounds ' — ^here is a temptation with 
a witness' — Good woman, go about your 
business— brother, brother, 1 know not 
which most to admire, your concupissins, or 
your extravagance'” “Good God'” ex- 
claimed the poor woman, “ shall a worthy 
gentleman’s character suffer for an action 
that does honour to humanity By thi*^ 
time uncle’s indignation was effectually 
routed • his face grew pale, his teeth chat- 
tered, and his eyes flashed—** Sister,” cned 
he m a voice like thunder, ** I vow to God, 
your impertinence is exceedingly provoking ” 
With these words, he took her by the hand, 
and, opening the door of communication, 
thrust her into the chamber where I stood, so 
affected by the scene, that the tears ran 
down my cheeks Observing these marks of 
emotion,— “ I don’t wonder,” said she, “ to 
see you concerned at the backslidmgs of so 
near a relation, a man of his years and 
infirmities these are fine doings, truly — 
this is a rare example set by a guardian for 
tbo benefit of his pupils— monstrous ' incon- 
gruous' sophistical'” 1 thought It was but an 
act of justice to set her to rights, and there- 
fore explained the mystery, but she would not 
be undeceived “ What,” said she, “ would 
you go for to offer for to argiiefy me out of 
my senses Didn’t 1 hear him whispeting to 
her to hold her tongue '' Didn't 1 see her m 
tears ^ Didn’t 1 see him struggling to throw 
her upon the couch i O filthy ! hideous ' 
abominable *— Child, child t talk not to me 
of chanty — Who gives twenty pounds in 
charity But you are a stripling— you 
know nothing of the world— besides, chanty 
begins at home— twenty pounds would buy 
me a complete suit of flowered silk, trim- 
mings and all. In short, 1 quitted the room, 
my contempt for her, and my respect for her 
brother, being increased in the same proper- 
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tioQ. 1 have since been the 

person who my unde so genermsly Relieved 
IS the widow of an ensign) who heel nt^ing to 
depend upon hut the pension of ilReen 

K ounds a-year The people of the welU 
ouse give her an excellent character She 
lodges in a garret, and works very hard at 
plam work, to support her daughter^ who is 
dying of a consumption I must own, to my 
bhame, 1 feel a meUnatton to fbllow 

my iincle’s example, m relieving this ^oor 
widow , but, betwixt friends, 1 am a^id of 
being detected in a weakness that might 
entail the ridicule of the company upon, 
dear Phillips, yours always, 

J MELFORD 

Direct your next to iqe at Bath ; and re- 
member me to all our fellow Jesuits 


To Doctor Lewis 

Hot Well, April 20 

1 understand your hint There are mys- 
teries in phvsic as well as in religion, which 
we ef the profane have no right to investi- 
gate A man must not presume to use his 
reason, unless he has studied the categories, 
and can chop logic by mode and figure 
Between friends, 1 think every man of tole- 
rable parts ought, at my time of day, to be 
both physician and lawyer, as far as his own 
constitution and property are concerned 
For my own part, I have had an hospital 
these fourteen years witbm myself, *and 
studied my own case with the most painful 
attention, consequently may be supposed to 
know something of the matter, although 1 
have not taken regular courses of physi- 
ology, et catera, et omtera In short, 1 
have for some time been of opinion, (no 
offence, dear doctor , ) that the sura of your 
medical discoveries amounts to this— ^that 
the more you study, the less you know T 
have read all that has been written on the 
hot wells, and what I can collect from the 
VI bole IS, that the water contains nothing 
but a little salt and calcareoub earth, mixed in 
such inconsiderable proportion, as can have 
ver> little, if any, effect on the animal 
economy This being the case, £ think the 
man deserves to be fitted with a cap of bells, 
who, for such a paltry advantage as this 

S affords, sacrifices his precious time, 
might be employed in taking more 
effectual remedies, and exposes himself to 
the dirt, the stench, the chilling blasts, and 
perpetual rams, that render this place to me 
intolerable, if these waters, fiom a small de- 
gree of astnngency» are of some service m 
the diabeteSf diarrketa, and might sweats, 
when the secretions are too much increased, 
must not they do harm in the same propor- 
tion, where the humours are obstnicted* as 
m the asthma, scurvy, gout, and dropsy^ 
Now wv talk of the dropsy, here is a strange 
51 * 


fantastical oddity, one of your brethren, who 
harangues every ^ky in the pump-room, as if 
he was hired to give lectures dn all subjects 
whatsoever^! know not what Co make of 
him^ Sometimes he makes shrewd temarks, 
at other limes he talks like the greatest sun- 

e nosk m Uature. , He has read a great deal, 
t Without method or judgment, and digest- 
ed notluiig. Be believes every thing he has 
read, especially if it has any thing of the 
marvellous lu it , and his conversation is a 
surprising hotch-potch of erudition and ex- 
travagance He told me t'other day, with 
great confidence, tliat my case was dropsu 
cal,} or, as he called it, leucophleffmattc , 
a aure sign that his want of expenence is 
equal to his presumption, for you know 
there is nothing analogous to the dropsy m 
my disorder 1 wish those impcrtment fel- 
lows, Rith their rickety understandings, 
would keep their advice for those who ask 
it — dropsy, indeed ' Sure I have not bved 
to the age of fifty-five, and had such expe- 
nence of my own disorder, and consulted 
you and other eminent physicians so often 

and so long, to be undeceived by such a 

But, without all doubt, the man is mad, and, 
therefore, what he says is of no consequence 
1 had yesterday a visit from Higgins, who 
came hither under the terror of your threats, 
and brought me m a present a brace of 
hares, which he oaned he took on my 
ground , and T could not persuade the fellow 
that he did wrong, or that I would ever pro- 
secute him for poaching 1 must desire you 
will wink hard at the practices of this ras- 
calhon, otherwise I shall be plagued with his 
presents, which cost me more trian they are 
w^orth If I could wonder at any thing Pitz* 
owen does, I should be surprised at his assur- 
ance, in desiring you to solicit my vote for 
him at the next election for the county , for 
him, who opposed me on the like occasion 
with the most illiberal competition You 
may tell him civilly, that I beg to be excused 
Direct your next to me at &th, whither 1 
propose to remove to-morrow, not only on 
my own account, but Ibr the sake of my 
niece Liddy, who is like to relapse The 
poor creature fell into a fit yesterday, while 
I was cheapening a pair of spectacles with 
a Jew pedlar, f am afraid there is some- 
thing still lurking in that little heart of her's, 
which I hope a change of objecta will re- 
move Let me know what yon think of this 
half-witted doctor's impertinent, ridiculous, 
and absurd notions of my disorder So ftir 
&om being dropsical, 1 am as lank in the 
belly OB a greyhound, and, by measuring 
my ancle with a pack-thr^, I find the 
swelling subsides every day— from such doc- 
tors good Lord deliver us * — ^1 have not yet 
|aken any lodgings in Bath, because there w^e 
can be accoiuinodated at a minute’s warn- 
mg, and I shall ehoose fiMr myself I need 
nol say your direOtiens for 'drinking and 
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bathing will he itfreeable 4o, dear ^ Imki Itbrovm mto eueh a quand&iy, that she foigot 
yours ever, MATT. BRABCBLB. > the most matenal part of the loformatiou, 

P S I foisfot to tell you that my right at4» when she oai^ home, went 'into an 
ankle pits , a symptom, as I take it, of its hysteric fit of laogning. This transaction 
being mdemattm$, not leuc^ltkgmaUe. happened three days ago» during which he has 

not appeared; so that I suppose he is gone 
Dear Letty* you see how Fortune takes 
ToMissL«TiTuWii«ni0,ATOnouoasTlDa* pleasure in peraecuting your poor Ihend. 

If you shouldf see him at Gloucester—- or if 
Hot Weltf Afrtt 21 you have seen him, and know his real name 
Mt Dbab Lbttv**— I did not intend to andWamily, pray keep me no longer in sus- 
trouble you again tdl we ehould be settled at pense-*^nd yet, if he is under no obligation 
Bath , but having the occaaion of Jarvis, f to ke^ himself longer concealed, and has a 
could not let it slip, especially as I have real afibction for me, 1 should hope he will, 
something extraormnaiy to commumcate in a little time, declare himself to my rela- 
O, my dear companion ' what shall 1 tell tiona. Sure, if there is noUimg unsuitable 
you ^ For several days past, there was a in the matchf they won’t be so cruel as to 
Jew«1ooking man that plied at the wells with thwart my inclmations-*'0, what happiness 
a box of spectacles, and he always eyed me would then be my portion * 1 can’t help m- 
so earnestly, that 1 began to be veiy uneasy dulging the thought, and pleasing my fancy 
At last he came to our lodgmgs at Clifton, with such agreeable ideas, which^ aiUr all, 
and lingered about the door, as if he wanted perhaps, wiU never be realized But why 
to spe^ to somebody 1 was seized with an should 1 despair Who knows what will 
odd kind of fluttering, and begged Win to happen ^ We set out for Bath to-morrow, 
throw herself in his way , but the poor girl and I am almost soriy for it, as 1 begin to 
lias weak nerves, and was afraid of his beard be in love with solitude, and this is a (mrm- 
My uncle, having occasion for new glasses, mg romantic place The air is so pure , the 
called him up stairs, and was trying a pair downs are so agreeable , the furze in full bios* 
of spectacles, when the man, advancing to som , the ground enamelled with daisies and 
me, said, m a whisper— O gracious' what primroses and cowslips , all the trees bursting 
dy’e think he said''— I am Wilson His mto leaves, and the h^ges already clothed 
filatures struck me that very moment— it was with their vernal liveiy , the mountains co- 
Wilson sure enough ' but so disguised, that vered with flocks of sheep, and tender bleat- 
it would liave been impossible to know him, ing, wanton lambkins playing, frisking, and 
if my heart had not assisted m the discovery* skipping from side to side , the groves re- 
I was surpnsed, and so frightened, that I sound with the notes of the blockb&d, thrush, 
fainted away, but soon recovered, and found and lumet , and all night long sweet Philo- 
myself supported by him on the chair, while mel pours forth her ravishingly delightful 
xny uncle was running about the room, with song Then, for variety, we go down to the 
the spectacles on his nose, calling for help nymph of Bristol springs where the com- 
I had no opportunity to speak to him, hut pony is assembled before dinner , so good- 
our looks were sufficiently expressive. He natured, so free, so easy , and there we dnnk 
was paid for his glasses, and went away, the water so clear, so pure, so mild, so 
Then 1 told Win who he was, and sent her charmingly maukieh— there the sun is so 
after him to the pump-room, where she spoke cheerfhl and reviving, the weather so soft, the 
to him, and beg^d him in my name to with- walk so agreei^Ie, the prospect so amusmg, 
draw from the fdace, that he might not incur and the snips and boats going up and down 
Uie suspicion of my uncle or my brother, if the river, close under the windows of the 
he did not want to see me die of terror and pump-room, afford such on enchanting vanoty 
vexation The poor youth declared, with of movmg pictures, as require a much abler 
tears in his eyes, that he had something ex- pen than mine to describe To make this 
traordinary to communicate, and asked if she place a peribet paradise to roe, nothing is 
would deliver a letter to me, but this she wanting but an agreeable companion and 
absolutely refused, by my older. Finding sincere friend, such as my dear Miss Willis 
her obstinate in her reflisal, he desired she hath been, and I hope still will be, to her 
Wotdd tell me that be was no longer a player, ever Aithflil LYDIA MBLFORD 
hot a gentleman, in which character he would Direct for me, still under cover, to Win, 
veiy soon avow his passion for me, without and larVis will take care to coflirey it sidb 
fbar of censure or reproach Nay, bd even Adieu, 
discovered his name and fam^, which, tp ^ 

ungmayrnef, the simple girl forgot, m the 

occasioned by her being seen talk- Tp Sib Watkin Pfiinnips, of Jesus Coi.. 
him by my brother, who stopped her lbob, Obon 

PIHnhe road, aha asked what business she 

with that rascally Jew She pretended Bath, April 24. 

,^^he was cheapening a stay-hook; hut was Dbab FEiLtiPS,— You have, indeed, rea* 
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son to be aurpnsed that I should have con- Three days ago we came hither irom the 
cealed my coirrespondenee with Miss Blach- Hot Welli and took posacMksion of the first 
erby from you. to whom t disclosed idl ny door of a lodging-homie on the South Parade, 
other connections of that nature, hut the a situation which my uncle Aose, Ibr its 
truth IB. I never dreamed of any such com- being near the bath, and remote firotn the 
merce,'till your last infbrmed me that it bad noise of carnages. He was seatco warm in 
produced something which could not be much the lodgings, when he called for his ni^t- 
longcT concealed. It is a luc^ circutn- cap,hls wide shoes and flannel, and declaied 
t^tance, however, that her reputation will not himself invested with the gout in his right 
suffer ar^ detnmont, but rather derive ad- foot; though, I believe, it had as yet reached 
vantage from the discovery , which will pmve, no farther than his imagination It was not 
at least, that it is n<^ quite so rotten as most loug before he had reason to repent his pre- 
people imagined* For my own part, I de- mature declaration , for our aunt Tamtha 
dare to you, in all the smcenty of friend- found means to make auch a clamour and 
ship, that, far from having any amorous in- confusion, before the flannels could be pro- 
torcQurso with the object m question, 1 never duoed from the trunk, that one would have 
had the least acquaintance with her person ; imagined the house was on fire All this 
but if she 18 really in the condition you de- tune uncle sat bodmg with impatience, bi- 
scnbe, I suspect Mansel to be at the bottom ting his fingers, throwing up bis eyes, and 
of the whole. His visits to that shrmo were muttering ejaculations . at length he burst 
no secret , and this attachment, added to into a kmd of convulsive laugh, after which 
some good offices, which you know he has he hummed a song; and, when the humcane 
done me since 1 left atma mater j give me a was over, exclaimed,— Blessed be God for 
Tight to believe him capable ef sa&ling me all things This, however, was but die 
with this scandal when my back was turned— beginning of his troubles Mrs Tabitha’s 
nevertheless, if my name can be of any scr- favounte dog Chowder, baling paid Ins com- 
vice to him, he is welcome to make use of phments to a female tum-spit, of his own 
it , and, if the woman should be abandoned secies, in the kitchen, involved himself in a 
enough to swear his bantling to me, I must quarrel with no (fewer than five rivals, who 
oeg the favour of you to compound with the set upon him at once, and dro\e him up 
parish I shall pay tlie penalty without re- stairs to the dmuig-room door, with hideous 
pining, and you will be so good as to draw noise there our aunt and her woman, taking 
upon me immediately for the sum required amib in his deffence,ioiDed the concert, which 
On this occasion, I act by llie advice of my became truly diabolical This fray being 
uncle, who says I shall have good luck if 1 with difficulty suppressed, by iher intervention 
pass through life without beipg obliged to of our own footman and »the cook-maid of 
make many more compositions of the same the house, the squire had just opehod his 
kind The old gentleman told me last night, mouth to expostulate with Tabby, w^hen the 
with great good humour, that, betwixt the town-waits, in the passage below, struck up 
age of twenty and forty, be had been obliged tlicir music (if music il may be called) with 
to provide for nine bastards, swgrn to Mni such a sudden burst of sound os mode him 
by women whom he never saw Mr Bram. start and stare, with marks of indignation 
lie’s character, which seems to interest you and disquiet He had recollection enougli 
greatly, opens end improves upon me every to send his servant with some money, to 
day. His singularities afford a rich raino silence those noisy intruders, and they were 
of entertainment , his understanding, so tar immediately dismissed, though not without 
as I can judge, is well cultivated , bis obser- some opposition on the part of Tab.tha, who 
vat ions on life are equally just, pertinent, thought it but reasonable that he should have 
and uncommon He affects misanthropy, in more music for his money Scarce had he 
order to conceal the sensibility of a heart settled this knotty pomt, Whpn a strange 
which IS tender even to a degree of weak- kind of thumping and bouncing was heard 
ness This delicacy of ffecJing, or soreness right over head, in the second story, so loud 
of the mmd, makes him timorous and ffearflii , and valent as to shake tlie whole building 
but then he is afraid of nothing so much as I ow n I was exceedingly provoked at this 
of dishonour , and although he is exceedingly new alarm , and before ray uncle had time to 
cautious of giving offence, he will flie dt the express himself on the sul^ect, I ran up 
least hint of insolence or ill-breodmg Re- stairs to see what was the matter, landing 
spectablo as he is, upon the whole, I can’t the room door open, I eittered without cere- 
help being sometimes diverted by his little mony, and perceived an object, which I can- 
distresses, whicfi provoke him to let fly the not now recollect without laughing to excess 
shafts of his satire, keen and penetrating as •^it was a dancing-masteri with his scholar, 
the arrows of Teucer Our aunt Tabitha in the act of teaching The master was 
acts upon him as a perpetual grind-stone-*- blind of one and lame of one foot, and 
she 18 , in all respects, a striking contrast to led about the room his pupil, who seemed to 
her brother— but 1 reserve her portrait fbr beabotit the age of threescoio, stooped nior- 
another occasion (ally, was Util, law-boncd, hard-feioured^ 
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with a woollen night-cap on hts head, and i pate uncovered, made a thousand apologies 
he had stript off his coat, that he might he to the ladies as he retired 
more nimble m lus motions Finding him- At that instant the abbey bells began to 
self intruded upon by a person henid not nng so loud, that we could not hoar one 
know, he forthwith girded himself with a another speak , and this peal, as we after- 
long iron sword, and, advancing to me with wards learned, was for the honour of Mr 
a peremptory air, pronounced, in a true Hi- Bullock, an eminent cowkeeper of Totten- 
bemian accent, — <<Mister What-d’ye-callum, ham, who bad just arrived at Bath, to drink 
by my shoul and conscience, I am veiy glad the' waters, for indigestion Mr Bramble 
to see you, if you are after coming an the had not time to make hia remarks upon the 
way of friendship; and indeed, and indeed agreeable nature of this serenade, before his 
now, 1 believe you are my friend sure enough, ears were saluted with another coueort that 
gra, though 1 never had the honour to sec interested him more nearly Two negroes 
your fhee before, my dear , for because you that belonged to a Creole gentleman who 
come like a fnend, without any ceremony at lodged m the same house, taking their sta- 
all, at ah-—” I told him the nature of roy tion at a window m the stair-case, about ten 
visit would not admit of ceremony , that i feet from our dining-room door, began to 
was come to desire he would make less noise, practise i^n the French horn , and being in 
as there was a sick gentleman below, whom the very nrst rudiments of execution, produ- 
he had no right to disturb with such prepos- ced such discordant sounds, as might have 
terous doings ** Why, look ye now, young discomposed the organs of an ass You may 
gentleman,^’ replied this original, perhaps, guess what effect they had upon the irritable 
upon another occasion, 1 might shmlly re- nerves of uncle i who, with the most admi- 
quest you to explain the maining of that hard rable expression of splenetic surprise in his 
word, prepasterms , but there’s a time for countenance, sent his man to silence tiiohc 
nil things, honey — ” So saying, he passed dreadful blasts, and desire the musicians to 
me with great agility, and running down practise m some other place, as they had no 
stairs, found our footman at the dining room right to stand there and disturb all the lodg- 
door, of whom he demanded admittance, to era m the house Those sable performers, 
pay hiB respects to the stranger As the far from taking the hint, and withdrawing, 
fellow did not think proper to refiise the re- treated the messenger with great insoltnct, 
quest of such a formidable figure, he was iin- bidding him carry his compliments to thcif 
mediately introduced, and addressed lumself master, Colonel Rigworm, who would give 
to my uncle m these words — “Your humble him a proper answer, and a good drubbing 
servant, good sir,— I am not so prepast erous^ into the bargain in the mean time they con- 
as your son calls it, but I know the rules of tinucd their noise, and even endeavoured to 
shivility — [ am a poor knight of Ireland, my make it more disagreeable, laughing between 
name is Sir Ulic Mackilligut, of the county whiles, at the thoughts of being able to tor- 
of Galway, being your fellow-lodgor, I’m ment their betters with impunity Our squire, 
come to pay my respects, and to welcome incensed at the additional insult, immediately 
you to the South Parade, and to ofier my dispatched the servant with his compliments 
best services to you, and your good lady, and to Colonel Rigworm, requesting that he 
your pretty daughter, and even to the young would order his blacks to be quiet, as the 
gentleman your son, though he thinks me a noise they made was altogether intolerable 
preposterous fellow You must know 1 am To this message the Creole colonel rephed, 
to iiave the honour to open a ball, next door, that his horns bad a right to sound on a 
to-morrow, with Lady Macmanus , and being common stair-case , that there they should 
rusted m my dancing, 1 was refreshing my play for his diversion , and that those who 
memory with a little exercise , but if f boa did not like the noiso, might look for lodg- 
known tliere^was a sick person below, by mgs elsewhere, Mr Bramble no sooner 

C St ' I would sooner have danced a received this reply, than his eyes began to 

hornpipe upon my own head, than walk the glisten, his face grew paJe> and his teeth chot- 
poftfbt miniiot over yours ” My uncl^ who tered After a moment’s pause, he slipt on 
was not a little startled at Ins first appear- his shoes, without speaking a word, or secwi- 
ance, received his compliment with great ing to feel any Ikrther disturbance from the 
coinplacencv, insisted upon his being seated, gout in bis toes. Then snatching his cane, 
thanked him for the honour of lus visit, and he opened the door, and procei^ed to the 
reprimanded me for my abrupt expostulation place where the black trumpeter^ were post- 
witli a gentleman of his rank and character ed There, without farther hesitation, he 
Thus tutored, I asked pardon of the knight, began to belabour them both , and exerted 
who, forthwith starting up, embraced me so lumself with such astonishing vigour and 
close, that 1 could hardly breathe , and aseu- agility, that both their heads and horns wero 
red me he loved me as lus own soul At broken in a twinkling, and they ran howling 
len^, recollecting his mght-cap, he pulled down stairs to their master’s parlour-door 
it w m some confusion , and, with his bald The squire, following them half-way, called 
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aloud» that the colonel might hear him,-- 
*' Go. rascalCf apd tcH yoot macter 'What I 
have dope ; if injmed. he 

knows where to come ihr eatiafaction As 
for you, this is but an earnest of what yon 
shall receive, if ever you presume 10 blow a 
hom again here, while I et^ in the house 
Bo saying, he rettred to his apartment, in 
expectation of hearing from the West ln<* 
dian , but the colonel prudently declined any 
farther prosecution of the dispute « 

My sister Liddy was frightened into a fit, 
from which she was no sooner recovered 
than Mrs Tabitha began a lecture open pa* 
tiencc , which her brother interrupted with 
a most significant grin, exclaiming, True, 
sister, God increase my patience and your 
discretion 1 wonder,” added he, *<wbat 
sort of a sonata wc are to eXpdet from this 
ovorture, in which the devil that presides 
over horrid sounds hath gtveh us such vana- 
tioii of discord The trampling of porters, 
the creoking and crashing of trunks, the 
snarling of curs, the scolding of women, the 
squeaking and squalling of fiddles and haul, 
boys out of tunc, the bouncing of the Irish 
baronet over head, and the bursting, belching, 
and brattling of the French horns in the posh. 

(not to mention the harmonious pial 
that still thunders from the abbey steeple), 
succeeding one another without interruption, 
hko the different parts of the same concert, 
iiave given me such an idea of what a poor 
invalid has to expect in this temple, dcdi- 
( atod to silence and repose, that 1 «.hall ccr- 
laiuly shift mv quarters to-morrow, and en- 
deavour to ctfectuate my retreat before Sir 
TJIic opens the ball with my lady Macinanus, 
a conjunction that bodes me no good ” Th s 
intimation was by no means agreeable to 
Mra Tabitha, whose cars were not quite so 
(klicate as those of her brother She said it 
would be great folly to move from such 
agreeable lodgings, the moment they were 
comfortably settled She w ondered he should 
be such an enemy to music and mirth She 
heard no noise hut of his own making , it 
was impossible to manage a family in dumb 
8how Ho might harp as long as he pleased 
upon her scolding, but she never scolded 
r\ccpt for his advantage, but he would 
never be satisfied, even thoT she should 
swcot blood and water in his service I have 
a great notion that our aunt, a^ho is now de- 
clining into the most desperate state of cell* 
bacy, bad formed some design upon the heart 
of Bir Uhe Mackilhgut, which she feared 
might be frustrated by onr abrupt departure 
from these lodgings. Her brother, eyeing 
her askancoy— “ Pardon me, sister,” said he, 
** I should be a indeed, were I in- 

sensible of ray own felicity, in having such a 
mild, complaisant, good-humoured, and con- 
siderate companion and housekeeper « but 
as 1 have got a weak head, and my Sense of 
hearing is painfully acute, before I have re- 
73 


'course to plugs of wool and cotton, Til try 
whether 1 can’t find another lodging, where 
I shall have more quiet and less music ’* He 
accordingly disposed his man upon this 
service; and next day he fr>uiid a small 
house 111 Milsham-strset, which he hires by 
the woek Here at least we enjoy conve- 
mence and quiet>within doors, as much as 
Tabby’s temper will allow , but the squire 
still complains of fiy mg pains in the stomach 
and bead, jfbr which nc bathes and dnnks 
the waters He m not so bad, however but 
that he goes in person to the pump, the 
rooms and the coffv-honses, where he picks 
up, continual food for ridicule and satire If 
1 Can ^lean any thing for your amusement, 
either from lus observation or my own, you 
sbali have it freely, though 1 am afraid it 
will poorly compensate the trouble of read- 
ing these tedious msiptd letters of, dear 
Phillips, yours always, J MELFORD 


To Doctoe X4EWIS. 

Bathi Aprti 23. 

De vr Doctor, — If I did not know that 
the exercise of } our profession has habituated 
you to the heanng of complaints, I should 
make a conscience cf tToubling you with my 
correspondence, w huh may be truly called 
The Lamenfahms of Matthew Bramble 
Yet I cannot help thinking I ha\c some tight 
to discharge the overflowings of my spleen 
upon yf>u, whose province it is to remove 
those disorders that occasioned it , and, let 
m^ fell you, it is no small alleviation of my 
grievances, that 1 have a sensible friend, to 
whom I con coinmnnicatc my crusty humours, 
which. b\ retention, would grow intolerably 
acrimonious 

You muf-t l.novr, I find nothing but disap- 

F ointment at Bath, which is &p mtered, that 
can scarce believe it is the same place that 
1 frequented about thirty years a^ Me- 
think«^ 1 hear you 8a>, — “ Altered it is, with- 
out all doubt , but then it is altered for the 
b€*tter , a truth which, perhaps, you would 
own without hesitation, if you vourself was 
: not altered for the worse Tha reflection 
may, for aught I know, bo just The incon- 
venicuccs wdiich I overlooked m the heyday 
of Iftalth, wull naturally strike with exag- 
gerated impression on the irritable nerv'es 
of an invalid, surprised by premature old 
age, and shattered with Jong sufrbnng But, 
1 believe, you Will not deny that thia place, 
which Nature and Providencp seem to have 
intended ae a resource from distemper and 
disquiet, is become the veiy centre of racket 
and dissipation Instead of that peace, trm- 
qui’hty, and ease, so neoe^sary to those who 
labour under bad health, weak nerves, and,, 
irregular spirttSf here we have nothing but 
, noise, tumult^ and hurry, with the fatigue 
I and slavery of maintaining a ceremonial 
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more Biiff, forniftl, and oppressive, than Ihe'j produces incite misebiefio the delicate and 
etiquette of a Genpan eletter A national infirm ; even the chairs contrived for 
hospital It may ho , hut one woqld imagine, the sink, hj standing m open air, have 
that none but lunatics are admitted; and, theit fneae ltnin|f8 impregnated, hke so 
truly, 1 will give you leave to call me so, if many sponges, with the moisture of the 
I stay much longer at Batlu Bnt t shall atmosphere, andtbose cases of cold vapour 
take anoUier opportunity to emdain my sen* must give a channmg cheek to the perspira. 
timents at greater JeQg& on this subject I tion of a patient, piping hot from the bath, 
was impatient to see the boasted improve- with all his pores wide open 
ments in architecture, &r which the upper But to return to the circus It is iHcon- 
pattB of the town have been so much cele- venisnt from its situation, at so great adis- 
brated, and t’other day I mode a circuit of tance from all the markets, baths and places 
all the new buddings* The square, though of public enteitamment The only entrance 
irregular, iS, on the whole, pretty well laid to it, through Gay.street, is so difficult, steep, 
out, spacious, open, and airy , and, in t^y andsbppery, that, m wet weather it must be 
opinion, by< far the most wholesome and exceedingly dangerous, both for those that 
a^eeable situation in Bath, especially the nde in carnages and those that walk a-foot , 
upper Bide of it , but the avenues to it are and when the street is covered with snow, 
mean, dirty, dangerous and indirect Its as it was fbr fifteen days successively this 
communication with the baths is through very winter, I don’t see how any individual 
the yard of an inn, where the poor trembling c<^uld go either up or down without the most 
valetudinanap is earned in a chair, betwixt imminent hazard of broken bones Inblow- 
tlic heels of a double row of horses, wincing mg weather, I am told, most of the bouses 
under the curry-combs of grooms and postiL on this hill are smother^ with smoke stuffed 
ions, over and above the hazard of being oh- down the chimneys by the gusts of wind, 
structed, or overturned by the carnages reverberated from the mil behind, which (I 
which are continually makmg their exit or apprehend likewise) must Vender the atmos- 
thcir entrance I suppose, after some chair- phere here more humid and unwholesome 
men shall have been maimed, and a few than it is in the square below for the clouds 
lives lost by those accidents, tho corporation formed by the constant evaporation from the 
will tliink, in earnest, about providing a baths and rivers m the bottom, will, m their 
more safe and commodious passage The ascent this way, be first attracted and detain^ 
circus 18 a pretty bauble, contnved for show, ed by the hill that rises close behind the cir- 
and looks like Vespasian’s ampitheatre turn- cus, and load the air with a perpetual suc- 
ed outside m* If we consider it m point of cession of vapours , this point, however, may 
magnificence, the great number of small be easily ascertained by means of an hygro- 
doma belonging to the separate houses, the meter, or a paper of salt of tartar exposed to 
inconsiderable height of the different orders, the action of the atmosphere, The same 
the affected ornaments of the architrave, arlist who planned the circus, has likewise 
which ore both childish and misplaced, and projected a crescent , when that is finished, 
the areas projecting into the street, sur- we shall probably have a star , and those who 
rounded with iron rails, destroy a good part are living thirty years hence, may perhaps 
of its effect upon the eye , and, perhaps, we see all the signs of the zodiac exhibited m 
shall find it still more defective, if we view architecture at Bath These, however fau- 
lt m the light of convenience The figure of tasticol, are still designs that denote some 
each separate dwelling-house, being the seg- ingenuity and knowledge in the architect , 
ment of a circle, must spoil the symmetry but the rdge of building has laid hold on such 
of the rooms, by contracting them towards a number of adventurers, that one sees new 
the street winnows, and. leaving a larger houses starting up m every outlet and every 
sweep in the space behind If, instead of comer of Bath ; contnved without judgment, 
the areas, and iron rads, which seem to be executed without solidity, and stuck togeth- 
of very little use, there had been a corridor er witli so little regard to plan and propriety, 
with arcades all round, as in Covent-gafden, that the different Tines of the new rows and 
the appearance of the whole would ' have bttildijQgs interfere with, and intersect one 
been more magnificent and striking, ^ose anotWm every different angle of conjunc- 
ajrcades would have afforded an agieeable tion They look hkb the wreck of streets 
covered walk, and sbdtered the poor rdmir-’ and squares disjointed by an earthquake, 
j and their carnages from the ram, wJach which hath broken the ground mlo a variety 
IS liosje almost perpetual* At present, the of holes uid hiUocks ; or, as if some Gothic 
chairs stand soaking m the streets, from devil had stuffed them ditogether in a bag, 
mmrnihg to night, till they become so many and left them to stand higgledy-piggledy, 
boxes of wet leather* for the benefit of the just as chance directed. What sort of a 
goufjr mpd, iheumatic, who are transported monster Bath Will become in a few years, 
m fikcuh from place to place Indeed, this with those growing excrescences, may be 
IS a i^obking inconvenience, that extend? easily conceived , but the want of beauty 
over whme city , and 1 am persuaded it and proportion is not the worst effect oi 
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these new mansions , they are built so slight, 
with the soft erumbliDff stone found m this 
neighbourhood, that I oionld never sleep 
etly in one of them, when it blowed (as the 
Bailors say) a capful of wind ; and I am per- 
suaded, that my hind, Roger Williams, or 
any man of eaual strength, would be able to 
push Ins foot through the strongest part of 
their walk, without any great exertion of his 
muscles All these absurdities anse from 
the general tide of luxury which hath eirer. 
spread the nation, and swept away all, even 
the very dregs of the people Every upstart 
of fortune, harnessed in the trappings of the 
mode, presents himself at Bath, as in the 
very focus of observation Clerks and fac- 
tors from the East Indies, loaded with the 
spoil of plundered provinces , planters, ne- 
gro-dnvers, and hucksters, from our Amen- 
can plantations, enriched they know not how , 
agents, commissaries, and contractors, wJio 
have fattened, in two successive wars, on 
the blood of the nation , usurers, brokers, 
and jobbers of every kind , men of low birth 
and no breeding, have found themselves sud- 
denly translated into a state of affluence, 
unknown to former ages , and no wonder 
that their brains should be intoxicated with 
pride, vanity and presumption Knowing 
no other cnterion of greatness but the osten- 
tation of wealth, they discharge their afflu- 
eace without taste or conduct, through every 
channel of the most absurd extravagance, 
and all of them hurry to Bath, because here, 
without any farther qualification, they* can 
mingle with the princes and nobles of the land 
Even the wives and daughters of low trades, 
men, who, like sbovel-nosod sharks, prey 
ii])on the blubber of these uncouth whales of 
fortune, are infected with the same ra^ of 
displaying tlicir importance , and the slight- 
est indisposition serves them for a pretext to 
insist upon being conveyed to Bath, whore 
they may hobble country-dances and cotilli- 
ons among lordlings, squires, counsellors, 
and rlcrgy These delicate creatures from 
Bedfordbury, Butcher-row, Crutched-Fnars, 
and Botolpb-lane, cannot breathe m the 
gross air of the lower town, or conform to 
the vulgar rules of a common lodging house , 
the husband, therefore, must provide an en- 
tire house or elegant apartnioiits, in the new 
buildings Buch is the composition of what 
is called the fashionable company at Bath , 
where a very inconsidefl*able proportion of 
genteel people are lost m a mob of impudent 
plcbians, who have neither understanding 
nor judgment, nor the least idea of propriety 
and decorum, and seem to enjoy nothing 
so much as an opportunity of insulting their 
betters 

Thus the number of people and the num- 
l>er of houses continue to increase , and this 
wiU ever be the case, till the streams thut 
swell this irresistible torrent of folly and ex- 
travagance, shall either be exhausted, or 


turned into other channels, by incidents and 
events which I do not pret^ to foresee 
This, 1 own, 16 a subject on which I cannot 
write with any degree of patience for the 
mob is a monster 1 never could abide, eitlier 
in its head, tail, midnft or members , I de- 
test the whole of it as a mass of ignorance, 
presumption, malice and bruUdity, and in 
this term of reprobation 1 mclude, without 
res^t of rank, station or quality, all those 
of both sexes who aftect its manners and 
court Its society 

But I have written till my fingers are 
crampt , and my nausea begins to return — 
By your advice, I sent to London a few days 
for half a pound of ginseng , though I 
doubt much whetlicr that which comes ftom 
America is equally efficacious with what is 
brought from the East Indies Some years 
ago a fnend of mine paid sixteen guineas for 
two ounces of it , and in six months after it 
was sold in the same shop for five shillings 
the pound In short, we live m a vile world 
of iraud and sophistication , so that I know 
nothing of equal value with the genuine 
friendship of a sensible man , a rare jewel ' 
which I cannot help thinking myself in pos- 
session of, while I repeat the old declaration, 
that 1 am, as usual, dear Lewis, 

Your affectionate 
M BRAMBLE 

After having been agitated in a short hur- 
ricane, on my first arrival, 1 have taken a 
small house in Milsham Street, where I am 
tolerably well lodged for five guineas a week 
] woB yesterday at the pump-room, and 
drank about a pint of the water, which 
seems to agree with my stomach and to- 
morrow morning I shall bathe for the first 
time , so that, m a few posts, you may expect 
ftirilier trouble Meanwhile, 1 am glad to 
find that the inoculation has succeeded so 
well with poor Joyce, and tliat her face will 
be but little marked If my fnend Sir Tho- 
mas was a single man, I would not trust such 
a handsome wench m his family , but as 1 
have recommended her, m a particular man- 
ner, to the protection of Lady Gf— , who 
16 one of the best women m the world, she 
may go thither without hesitation, os soon 
as she is quite recovered, and fit for service 
— lot her mother have money to provide her 
with Aeccssancs, and she may nde behind 
her brother on Bucks, but you must lay 
strong injunctions on Jack, to take particu- 
lar care of the trusty old veteran, who has 
faithfully earned his present ease by his past 
services ■' 


To Miss Willis, at Glovcxstkr 
AprU 26 

M’l DteauxsT CoMPAMioH,— The plea- 
sure r received from yours, when it came to 
hand yesterday, is not to be expressed Love 
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and fnendsbip are, wUbout doubt, charming should make her appearance in the bath, as 
passions , which absence serves o^ly to well as m the abbey church, contrived a cap 
oeighten and improve Your kuid present with cherry-coloured ribbons to suit her com- 
of the garnet bracelets I shall keep as caro- plexion, and obliged Win to attend her yes- 
fully as I preserve my own life , and I bog terday morning m the water But, really, 
you will accept, in return, ofimy heart-house- her eyes were so red, that they made mine 
wife, with the toitoise^heU memorandum- water as I viewed her from the pump-room , 
book, as a tnfling pledge of my unalterable and as for poor "Win, who wore a hat tnm- 
aifection. med with blue, what betwixt her wan com- 

Bath 18 to mO a new worldf--aU is gaiety, plexion and her fear, she looked like the ghost 
good-humour and diversion/ llie eye is of some pale maiden, who had drowned 
continually Entertained with the splendour herself for love When she came out of 
of dress and ecLuipage, and the car with the the bath, she took assafcstida drops, and was 
sound of coaches, chaises, chairs and other fluttered all day, so that we could hardly 
carnages. The mem Mis rtng r&and, keep her from gouiff into hysterics but her 
from mom till night Then wc are welcomed mistress says it Will do her good, and poor 
by the city waits in our own lodgings wo Win courtesios with the tears in her ^es 
have music m the pump-room every morning, Eor my part, I content myself with drinking 
cotillions every forenoon in the rooms, baffs about half a pint of the water every morning 
twice a-woek, and concerts every other The pumper, with hie wife and servant, 
night , besides private assemblies, and par^ attend in a bar , and the glasses, of different 
ties without number As soon as wc were sizes, stand ranged in order before them, so 
settled in lodgings, we were visited by the you have nothing to do but to point at that 
master of the 6 eremonies, a pretty little which you choose, and it is filled immediately, 
gentleman^ so Sweet, so fine, so civil, and hot and sparkling from the pump It is the 
polite, that m our country he might pass for only hot water 1 could ever drink without 
the prmce of Woles , then he talks so being sick Par from liaviog that effect, it 
charmingly, both in verse and prose^ that you is rather agreeable to the taste, grateful to 
would be delighted to hear mm discourse the stomach, and reviving to the spirits 
for you must Enow he is a great writer, and You cannot imagine what wonderful cures it 
has got five tragedies ready for the stage performs My uncle began with it the other 
He did os the favour to dine with us, by my day , but he made wry feces in drinking, 
uncle’s invitation , and next day squired my and I am afraid he will leave it off The 
aunt and me to every part of Bath, which, to first day we came to Bath he fell into a vio- 
be sure, is an eartbly paradise The square, lent passion, beat two blackamoors, and 1 
the circus, and the parades, put mo in mind was afraid lie would have fought with their 
of ^e sumptuous palaces represented in master , but the stranger proved a peaceable 
prints and pictures , and the new buildings, man. To be sure, the gout had got into his 
such as Prince’s Row, Harlequin’s Row, head, as my aunt observed , but, I believe, 
BLadud’s Row, and twenty other rows, like his passion drove it away, for he has been 
so many enchanted castles raised on hang- remarkably well ever since If is a thousand 
mg terraces pities he should ever be troubled with that 

At eight in the morning we go m disha- ugly distemper ftir, when he is free from 
bille to the pump-room, which is crowded pain, he is the best tempered man upon earth , 
hkc a Welsh fair, and there you see the sogentle,sogencrous, so charitable, that every 
highest quality and the lowest tradcsfelks body loves him , and so good to roe in partic- 
jostling Each other without ceremony, — ular, that! shall never be able to show the deep 
ha%l fellow i well met ' The noise of the sense I have of his tenderness and affection 
music plwmg in the gallery, the heat and Hard by the pump-room is a coffee-house 
flavour of such a crowd, and the hum and for the ladies, but my aunt says, young 
buxz of their conversation, gave me the girls are not admitted, inasmuch as the con- 
lieadach and vertigo the first day , but after- versation turns upon politics, scandal, philo- 
wards all these things became ramiliaf, and sOphy, and othel* subjects above our capacity, 
even agreeable* Right under tlie pamp-room but we a|fe allowed to accompany them to 
windows 18 the king’s bath , a huge cistern, the bookseller’s shops, which are charming 
where you see the patients up to their necks places of resort, where wo read novels, plays, 
in hot water The ladies wear jacket# and pamphlets, and newspapers, for so small a 
petUcoats of brown linen, with chip hats, m subscription as a crown a quarter , and in 
VJifeh they fix their handkerchiefs to wipe the these offices of intelligence (as my brother 
eweat from their faces, but, tndy, whether calls them), all the reports of the day, and 
% IB owing to the steam that surroonds all the private transactions of the bath, are 
them, e/;tbehcat of the water, or the nature first entered and discussed From the book- 
of the dress, or to all these causes together, seller’s shop we make a tour through the 
they leelc go Bushed and so frightful, that I milliners and toymen, and commonly stop at 
aJwaifil tuta my eyes another way. My Mr Gill’s the nastxy-cook, to take a jolly, a 
au^ wip eays every person of fashion I tart, or a small basin of verm.celh There 
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IS, moreover, another of entertaioment with assuring vou, that neither Bath, nor 

on the other side of the water, opposite to Ijondon, nor all the diversions of life, shall 
the grove, to which the oompany cross over ever be able to efiace the idea of my dear 
in a boat It is called opting Gardens ; a Letty, from the heart of her ever affectionate 
sweet retreat, laid out in walks and ponds LYDIA MELFORD 

and parterres of flowers and there is a long 
room for breakfasting and dancmg^ As the sC 

tuation 18 low and damp, and |||||e season has To Mas MaaY Jovriss, at BnAHiBhXTOJit* 
been remarkably wet, my uncle won’t suffer Hall 

me to go thither, lest I should catch cold 

but my aunt says it is all a vulgar prejudice , Deas Molly Jones, — Heaving got a 
and, to be sure, a mat many gentlemen and frank, I now return your fever, which I re- 
ladies of Ireland nrequent the place, without ceived by Mr Higgins at the hot-well, to- 
seeming to be the worse for it They say, gelher with the stockings which his wife 
dancing at Spring Gardens, where the air is footed fbr me , but now they arc of no ser- 
moist, 18 recommended to them as an excel- vice No body wears such things m this 
lent cure for the rheumatism I ha\e been place O Molly * you that live in the coun- 
twice at the pl^, where, notwithstanding tjj have no deception of our doings at Bath 
the excellence or the performers, the gaiety Here is such dressing, and Addling, and danc- 
of tlie company, and the decorations of the mg, and gadding, and courting, ana plotting- 
theatre, which are very fine, 1 could not help O gracious * n God had not given me a good 
reflecting with a sigh, upon our poor homely stock of discretion, what a power of things 
representations at Gloucester But this in might 1 not reveal, concerning old mistress 
confidence to my dear WiHis You know my and young mistress, Jews with beards that 
heart, and will excuse its weakness were no Jews, but handsome Christians, 

After all, the great scenes of entertain* without a hair upon their sin, strolling with 
ment at Bath are the two public rooms, spectacles, to get speech of Miss Liddy. 
IV here the company meet alternately every But she’s a dear sweet soul, as innocent as 
evening They are spacious, lofty, and, the child unborn She has tould me all her 
when lighted up, appear very striking They inward thoughts, and disclosed her passion 
are generally crowded with well-dressed peo* for Mr Wilson, and that’s not his name 
\\ ho drink tea in separate parties, play neither , and tho’f lie acted among the player- 
at cards, walk, or sit and chat together, just men, he is meat for their masters , an^ she 
as they arc disposed Twice a- week Jhere has gi’en me her yellow troiopea, which 
IS a ball, the expense of which is defrayed Mrs Drab, the manty-makert says will look 
by a V'oluntary subscr'ptiori among the gen- very well when it is scowred and smoaked 
llemen , and "every subscriber has three tick- with silfur — ^yoii knows as how j allow litts 
ets I was there Friday last w^ith my aunt, my fizzogmony God he knows what havoc 
under the care of my brother, who is a sub- I shall make "among the mall sex, when 1 
«>criber, and Sir UJic Mackilligut recom- make my first appearance in this killing col- 
inended his nephew, Captain O’Donaghan, lar, with a full soot of gaze, as good as new, 
to me as a partner , but Jerry excused him- that I bought last Friday of Madam Fnpo- 
self, by saying I had got the headach , and ncau, the French mullaner Dear girl, 1 
indeed it was really so, though I can’t ima- have seen all the fine shows of Bath , the 
gme how he knew it The place was so prudes, the squires, and the circhs, the 
hot, and the smell so different from what we crashit, the hotogon, and Bloody Buildings, 
are used to in the country, that 1 was quite and Harry King's Row, and 1 have been 
feverish when we came away Aunt says it twice in the batli with mistress, and n’ar a 
is the effect of a vulgar constitution, reared smoak upon ojr backs, hussy The first 
among woods and mountains ; and that, as I time I was mortally afraid, and flustered all 
become accustomed to genteel comjiiany, it day, and afterwards made believe that T had 
will wear off Sir Ulic was veiy complai- gotlhe heddic , but mistress said, if I didn’t 
sant, made her a great many high-flown com- go, 1 should take a dose of burntaffy , and so 
pliments, and, when we retired, handed her remembering how it worked Mts Gwylhm a 
with great ceremony to her eh&ir. The pennorth, I chose father to go again with 
captain, 1 believe, would have done me the her into the bath, and then f met with an 
same favour, but hiy brother, seeing him axident. I drop! petticoat, and could 
advance, took me under his arm, and wished not get it up from the bottom-— W wliat did 
liim good night The* captain is a pretty that signil^ f — they mought laff, but they 
man, to be sure, tall and straight, and well could see nothing; for I was up to the sin 
made, with light grey eyes, and a Roman m water, be sure, it threw me into such 

nose, W there is a certain boldness in his agiiinbustion,thatlknownotwhatlsaid,nor 
look and manner that puts one out of coun- wmt I did, nor how they got me out, and wrapt 
tenance But 1 am afraid I have put you out me in a blanket— Mrs Tobitha scoulded a 
of all patience with this long unconnected little when we got home , but she knows as I 
scrawl , which 1 shall thermore conclude, knows what’s what— Ab, Laud help you *— 
5 K* 73* 
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There is Sir Yuri Micklig^ut, of 6slnaclmch» 
ju the county of KalLowey — I took down Ike 
name from his gentleman, Vr O Fnezie, 
and he has got an estate of fifteen hundined 
shyooi^l am sure he is both nch and gene- 
rous But you nose, Molly, I was always 
toous for keeping secrets ; apd so he was 
very safe in trusting me with his flegm for 
mistress^ which, to he sure, is very honour- 
able ; for Mr O Frizsde assures me, he values 
not her portion a brass vartlung-^and, in> 
deed, what's poor ten. thousand pounds to a 
baron-knight of his fortune and, truly, 1 told 
Mr O Frizzle that was all she had to trust 
to As for John Thomas, he's a morass 
felloT— I vow I thought he would a fit with 
Mr O Frizzle, because he aiicd me to dance 
with him at Spring Garden^but God be 
knows 1 have no thought cyther of wan 
or t’other 

As for house news, the worst is, Chowder 
has fallen off greatly from his stomick — ^he 
cats nothing but white meats, and not much 
of that , ana wheezes and seems to be much 
bloated The doctors think he is threatened 
with a dropsy— Parson Marrowfat, who has 
mil the same disorder, finds great benefit 
from the waters , but Chowder seems to like 
them no better than the squire , and mistrcbs 
says, if his case don’t take a favourable turn, 
she will certainly carry him to Aberga’nny 
to drink goat'e whey— to be sure, tlie poor 
dear honymil is lost for wont of axercisc, 
tor which reason she intends to give him an 
airing once a-day upon the downs in s post- 
cbaise I have already made very creditable 
correxions in this here place, where, to be 
sure, we have the very squintascnce of satiety 
—Mrs Patcher, My Lady Kilmacullock’s 
woman, and J, are sworn sisters She has 
shown me all her secrets, and learned me to 
wash gaze, and rctrash rusty silks, ^apd bum- 
beseens, by boiling them with wine^r, cham- 
herlaye, and stale beer My short sack and 
apron luck as good as new from the shop, 
and my puitipy-door as fresh as a rose, bv 
the help of turtle- water— but this is all Greek 
and Latten to you, Molly If we should 
come to Aberga’nny, you'll be within a day’s 
ride ot us , and then we shall see wan an- 
other, please God If not, remember me m 
your prayers, as I shall do by you in mine , 
and take care of my kitten, and give my kind 
earvicc to Saul , and this is all at present, 
from your beloved fViend and sarvent, 

WINIFRED JENKINS, 

JfatAi AprtI 26 


To Mrs Gwyllim, Hovsekeepbr at 
BBA.HBLETON- iULl. 

I am astonished that Dr Lewis should take 
upon bun to give away Alderney, without 
my pnvity and ooncurrants What signifies 
my brothSi^S order?— my brother is htUe 


better than noncompush He would give 
away the shirt off* his back, and the teeth out 
of hia head; nay, as for that matter, he 
would have ruinated the family with his ndi- 
culous chanties, if It bad not been for my 
four quarters. Wbat, between his wilfulness 
and his wkste, his trumps and hia frenzy, I 
lead the life d||qn indented ^avc. Alderney 
gave four gallons a-day ever since tlie calf 
was sent to market. There is so much milk 
out of*niy dairy, and the press must stand 
still — ^but I won't loose a choeso-paring , 
and the milk shall be made good, if the sar- 
vonts should go without butter If they 
must needs have butter, let them make it of 
sheep’s milk , but then my wool will suficr 
for want cf grace , so that 1 must be a loser 
on all sides^ Well, patience is like a stout 
Welsh poDcy , it bears a good deal, and trots 
a great wa> , but it will tire at the long run 
—Before Us long, perhaps I may show 
Matt that 1 was not born to be the household 
drudge to my dying day Gwyn rites from 
Cnckhowel, that the pnee of ilaiinel is fallen 
three farthings an ell , and that’s anothei 
good penny out of my pocket When I go 
to market to sell, iny commodity stinks , but 
when 1 want to buy the commonest thing, 
the owner pricks it up under my nose, and it 
can't be had for love nor money— I think 
every thing runs cross at BramSlcton-hall 
You say tlie gander has broke the egg**/ 
which ib a plunumenon I don’t undcrbtoml , 
for, when the fo\ carried off the old goose 
last year he took her place, and halt hed tlie 
eggs, and partected the goslings like a tender 
parent Then you tell me the thunder hat* 
soured two barrels of bear in the seller But 
how the thunder should get there, when the 
seller was double locked, I can't compre- 
hend Howsomever, I won't have the beai 
thrown out till I see it with mine own eyes. 
Perhaps it will recover — at least it will serve 
for vinegar to the sarvants You may leave 
off the fires in my brother’s chamber and 
mine, as it is unsartin when wo return 1 
hope, Gwyllun, you’ll take care there is no 
waste , and have an eye to the maids, and 
keep them to their spinning I think they 
may go very well without bear m hot wea- 
ther — It serves only to inflame the blood, and 
set them agog after the men water will 
make them fair, and keep them cool and 
tarn pant, Don’t forget t o put up m the port- 
mantle, that cums with Williams, along with 
tny riding-liabit, hat, and feather, the vial of 
purl-water, and the tinctur for my stomach , 
being as how 1 am much troubled with flut. 
terencics This is all at present from yours, 
TABtTHA BRAMBLE 
Bath, April 26 


To Dr Lewis 

Derr Dick,— I have done with the w«- 
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ters , therefore your ^vioo eomce a jiay too am against any farther use of the Bath wa- 
late. 1 grant that plqrsic m no myateiy of tens, this considemtlon w6vM give me little 
your making. I it w a Oiysteipr m its disturbance, if I could find any thmg more 
own nature, and, like ouier mystenOs, re* pure, or less pemicious,''to ouench my thirst , 
quires a strong gulp of fiuth to make it go but although the natural springs of eicelleni 
down Twodoysago Iwentmtothokmg's water are seen gushing sp&taneous, on 

bath, by the advice of our friend, Ch , m every sidp, from the hills that surround us, 

order to clelar the strainer of the akin, for the the inhabitants in general make use of well- 
benefit of a iroe ^rspiration , and the first water, so impregnated with nitre, or alibm, 
omect that sailed my eye was a chi|df fiiU or some other villamous mmeral, that it is 
of scrofulous incerB,*camed m the arms of' equally ungratefhl to the taste, and mischiev- 
one of guides, under the very noses of ous to the constitution. It must be owned, 
the bathers I was so shocked at the sight, indeed, that here, m Milsham-street, we have 
that I retired immediately, with indignation a precanous and scanty supply from the hill, 
and disgust Suppose the matter of those wnich is collected in an open basm m the 
ulcers, floating in the water, comes in con- circus, liable to be defiled with dead dogs, 
tact with my skin, when the pores are all cats, rats, ahd every species of nastiness, 
o}>en, I would ask you what must be the con- which the rascally populace may throw into 
sequence ** Good heavens * the very thought it, from mere wantonness and brutdity 
makes my blood run cold » We know not Well, tliere is no nation that drinks so 
what sores may be running mto the water hoggishly as the English. W^t passes for 
while we are bathing, and what sort of mat- wine among us is not the juice of the grape 
ter we may thus imbibe , the king's evil, the it is an adulterous mixture, brewed up of 
scu^y, the cancer, and the pox , and, no nauseous ingredients, by dunces, who are 
doubt, the heat ill render the virus the more bunglers in the art of poison-making , yet 
volatile and penetrating To purify myself we and our forefathers are, and have been, 
from all such contamination, 1 went to the poisoned by this cursed drench, without taste 
duke of Kingston's private bath, and there 1 orfl^avour The only genuine and wholesome 
was almost sufibcated for want of free air, beverage in England is London porter, and 
the place u as so small, and the steam so Dorchester table-beer , but as ibr your ale 

1 , ^ perry, and 

Auer all, if the mtention is no more than all the trashy family of made wines, I detest 
to wash the skin, I am convinced that sijnple them as infernal compositions^ contrived for 
1 lenient is more effectual than any water the destruction of the human species But 
impregnated with salt and iron, which, being what ha\e I to do with the human species ^ 
astringent, will certainly contract the pores, Except a very few fnends, I care not if the 
and leave a kind of crust upon the surface whole was 

of the body But I am now as much afraid Hark yc, Ijevvis, my misanthropy increases 
of drinking as of bathing , for, after a long every day The longer I live, I find the 
conversation with tlie doctor, about the con- folly and the fraud of mankind grow more 
struction of the pump and the cistcm, it is and more intolerable J wish 1 had not 
very far from being cleai vvitli me, that the come from Brambleton-hall ; after having 
patients in the pump-room don^t swallow the lived m solitude so long, I cannot bear the 
scoiirings of the bathers 1 can’t help sue- hurry and impertiiipnce of the multitude 
pccting, that there is, or may be, some re- Besides, every thing is sophisticated m these 
gurgitation from the bath into the cistern crowded places Snares are laid for our 
of the pump In that case, what a delicate lives in cvciy thing we eat or drink, the 
beverage is eveiy day quaffed by the drmk- very air vve breathe is loaded with contagion 
ers, medicated with the sweat, and dirt, and We cannot even sleep without risk ef in* 
dandriff, and the abominable discharges of fection I say infection — ^this pl^ is the 
various kinds, from twenty different diseased rendezvous of the diseased—* you won’t deny 
bodies, par-bo ilmg in the kettle below ^ In thatnnany diseases are infectious , even th^ 
order to avoid this filthy composition, 1 had consumption itself is highly motions 
recourse to the spring that suppBes tlie pri- When a person dies of it in Italy, the bed 
vate baths on the abboy-green; Wl at once and bedding are ^lestroyed^ the other fumi- 
perceived something extraordinary in the ture is exposed to the wpat^, and the 
taste and smell , and, upon inquiry, I find apartment white-washed^ before it is occu- 
that the Rohian baths in this quarter were pied by any other Imng soul You’ll allow, 
found covered by an old burying-ground be- Uiat nothing receives infection sooner, or re- 
Jonging to the abbey, through which, in all tains it longer, than blankets, feather-beds, 
probability, the water drains m Us passage , dud matresaes. ’Bdeath f how do I know 
so that, as we drink the decoction of living what miser^^ objects have been stewing in 
bodies at the pump-room, we swallow the the bed where t now he I wonder, Dick, 
strainings of rotten bones and carcasses at you did noj put me m mind of sending for 
the private bath I vow to God, the very my own ffiatreases— but, if I had not been an 
idea turns my stomach * — ^Deterimned as 1 ass, 1 should not have needed a remembran* 
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cer. There is always some pla^y refletctKm stay in the place, he is sure of meeting’ with 
thaib lisas up in judment against me, imd some particular fhend whom he did not ex- 
ruffles my spirits-— t&refore, let us schauge pect to see , and to me there is nothing 
the subject more sgteeahle than such casual rencounters 

1 have other reasons for abridging my stay Ano^tbei: entertainment, pecuhar to Bath, 
at Bath You know sister Tabby’s com- arises the general mixture of all de- 
plexion — if Mrs Tabitha Brathble had been g^ees, assembled in our puMic rooms, with- 
of any other race, I Obodld certamly have out distinction of rank or fortune. This w 
looked upon her as the most,- — ^&it the what my uncle reprobates as a monstrous 
truth 18 , she has Tonfid means to interest my jumble of heteroffeneous principles , a vile 
aiTection , or rathmr, dbe is beholden to the mob oT noise ana impertinence, without de- 
force of ptemdi6e, ,oommonly called ths ties cency or sidxiTdination But this chaos is to 
of blood WcU, this amiable maiden has me a source of infinite amusement 
actually commenced a flirting correspond- 1 was extremely diverted, last ball night, 
ence with an Irish baronet of sixty-flve HiS to see the master of the ceremonies leading, 
name is Sir Ulic Mackilhgut He is said to with great solemnity, to the upper end of the 
be much out at elbows ; and, I behove, has room, an antiquated abigai), dressed in her 
received false intelligence with respect to lady’s cast clothes, whom he (I suppose) 
her fortune Be that as it may, the connec- mistook for some countess just arrived at the 
lion 18 exceedingly ridiculous, and begins Bath The ball was opened by a Scotch 
already to excite whispers For my part, I lord, with a mulatto heiress, from St Chns- 
havo no intention to dispute her flee a^ncy , topher’s , and the gay colonel Tinsel danced 
though I shall fall upon some expedient to all the evening with the daughter of on cmi- 
t'ndeceive her paramour as to the point nent tmman from the borough of Southwark 
which he has principally in view But I Yesterday morning, at the pump-room, I 
don’t think her conduct is a proper example saw a broken-wmded Wapping landlady 
for Liddy, who has also attracted the notice squeeze through a circle of peers, to salute 
of some coxcombs in the rooms , and Jerry her brandy merchant, who stood by the witi- 
tells me, he suspects a strapping fellow, the dow, propped upon crutches , and a paralytic 
kniglit’s nephew, of some design upon the attorney of Shoe-lane, m shuffling up to the 
girrs heart I shall therefore keep a stnct bar, kicked the shins of the chancellor of 
eye over her aunt and her, and even shift England, while his lordship, in a cut bob' 
the scene, if I find the matter grow more drank a glass of water at the pump 1 caii- 
senous You perceive what an agreeable not account for my being pleased with these 
task It must be, to a man of my kidney, to incidents any other way tliaii by saying they 
liaie the cure of such souls as these But, are truly ridiculous m their own nature, and 
hold, you shall not have another peevish serve to heighten the humour in the fiircc of 
w ord (till the next occasion) from yours, life, which I am determined to enjoy as long 
MATT BRAMBLE os I can 

Bath^ April 28 Those folUes that move my uncle’s spleen 

excite my laughter He is as tender as a man 
without a skin, who cannot bear the slightest 
To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart of Jksvs touch without flinching What tickles an- 
CoLLXGE, OxoN Other, would give him torment , and yet he 

has what we may call lucid intervals, when 
Dear Knight, — I think those people are he is remarkably facetious Indeed, I never 
imreasonablo, who complain that Bath is a knew a hypochondriac so apt to be infected 
contracted circle, m which the eame dull with good humour He is the most risible 
scenes perpetually revolve, without vana- misanthrope I ever met with A lucky joke, 
tton J am, on the contrary, amazed to find or any ludicrous incident, will set him a- 
6Cl^^klnall a l^lace so crowded with entertain- laughing immoderately, even in one of his 
and variety London itself can hardly most fioomy paroxysms, and when the 
exhibit one species of diversion to which we laiq^h is aver, he will curse his own imbe- 
bave not something analogous at Bath, over ciUty In conversing with strangers, he be- 
aqd aiboie those singular advantages tliat trays no marks of disquiet — ^he is splenetic 
are peculiar to the place. Hei^, for exam* with his frtmihars only, and not even with 
pUfi, a man has daily opportunities of seeing them, while they keep his attention employ, 
"tte most remarkable characters of the com- ed , hut, when his spmts are not exerted 
miintty. He sees them in their natural at^-, -externally, they seem to recoil, and prey 
tttflee nnd true colours, descended from tbeit upon himself He has renounced the waters 
RAd divested of their foiT^ drs«i. with execration, but he begins to find a 
permit undisgmsed by art and afTectation more efflcacious, and, certainly, a much 
Here we have mmiaters of state, jut^, more palatable remedy in the pleasures of 
generab, bishops, proiectors, phibsopbersy society. He has discovered some old friends 
wits, poets, players, phemuts, fiddletM^ and among the invalids at Bath , and m parti- 
Iniff6im0i If Im makes any considerable } cular, renewed his acquaintance with the 
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celebrated James Qmn, who certainly did that seems to confirm the judgment of those 
not come here to drink water. You cannot two cynic philosophers. I took the liberty 
doubt but that I had the strongest curiosity to difier in opinion from Mr Bramble, wlien 
to know this original , ana it was gratified he obserired, that the mixture of people 
by Mr Bramble, who has had him twice at in the entertainments of t}us place was do- 
our house to dinner structive of all order and urbanity , that it 

So far as I am able to judw. Quin's cfaarac* rendered the plebeians insnfibrsbly arrogant 
ter 16 rather more respectable than it has been and troublesome, and vulgarized the deport*- 
gencrally represented His bon mots are in ment and sentiments of those who moved in 
every witling’s* mouth , but many of them the upper apheres of life He said, such a 
have a rank flavour, which otie would b^apt preposterous coalition would bnng us into 
to think was derived from a natural gross* contempt with all our neighbours , and was 
ness of ides, I suspect, however, that jus* worse, in iket, than debasing the gold com 
tice has not been done the author by the col- of thej nation 1 argued, on the contrary, 
lectors of those Quintane, who have let the that those plebians who discovered such 
best of them slip through their fingers, and eagerness to imitate the dress and equipage 
only retained such as were suited to ll^e of their superiors, would likewise, in time, 
taste and organs of the multitude How m adopt their maxims and their manners, be 
he may relax in his hours of jollity, I cannot polished by their conversation, and refined by 
pretend to say , but his general conversation their example , but wlien I appealed to Mr 
lb conducted by the nicest rules of propriety , Quin, and asked if he did not think that such 
and Mr James Qum is certainly one of the an unreserved mixture would improve the 
best bred men in tlie kingdom He is not whole mass,-—** Yes,” said he, ** as a plate 
only a most agreeable companion, but (as 1 of marmalade would improve a pan of sir- 
am credibly informed) a very honest man , reveren’ce 

h'glily susceptible of friendship, warm, I owned I was not much conversant in 
steady, and even generous in his attach- high life, but I had seen what were called 
menls , disdaining flattery, and incapable of pmite assemblies m London and elsewhere , 
meanness and dissimulation Were I to that those of Bath seemed to be as decent as 
judge, however, from Qum's eye alone, 1 any , and that, upon the whole, the indivi- 
shciUld take him to be proud, insolent, and duals that composed it would not be found 
cBuel There is something remarkably se- deficient m good manners and decorum 
vere and forbidding m his aspect , and 1 ** But let us have recourse to experience,*’ 
have been told he was ever disposed to insult said I , “ Jock Holder, who was intended for 
his infenors and dependents Perhaps that a parson, has succeeded to an estate of two 
report has mfiuenccd roj opinion of his looks thousand a-year, by Uie death of his elder 
— you know we are the Ibols of prejudice brother He is now at the Bath, driving 
Howsoever that may be, I have as yet seen about in a ph«*ton and four, with French 
nothing but Ins favourable side , and my horns He has treated with turtle and claret 
uncle, who frequently confers with him in a at all the t&venis in Bath and Bristol, till his 
corner, declares he is one of the most sensi- guests are gorged with good cheer lie has 
ble men he (*\er knew Ho seems to have a bought a dozen suits of fine clothes, by the 
reciprocal regard for old squaretoes, whom advice of the master of the ceremonies^ under 
he calls by tiie familiar name of Matthew, whose tuition he has entered himself ho has 
and often reminds of their old tavern advexu lost some hundreds at billiards to sharpers, 
turcs , on the other hand, Matthew’s eyes and token one of the nymphs of Avon-street 
sparkle whenever Quin makes bis appear- into keeping , but, finding all these channels 
anco Let him be never so jamng ana dis- insufficient to drain him of his current cash, 
cordant. Quin puts him in tune, and, like his counsellor has engaged him to give a 
treble and bass in the same concert, they general tea-drinkmgto-morrowat Wiltshire’s 
make excellent music together. T’other room In order to give it the more eclat, 
day, the convc^rsation turning upon Bhaks- eveiy table is to be furnished with sweet- 
peare, I could not help saying, ydth some nieati^and nosegays, which, however, are 
emotion, that I would give a hundred guui^ not to be touched tiU notice is given by the 
to see Mr Quin act the part of Falstaff , upon ringing of a bell, and then the ladies may 
which, turning to mo with a smile, — “And help themselves without restriction This 
I would give a thousand, young gentleman,” will be no bad way of tiying the company’s 
said he, “ that I could gratify your longing ” breeding 

My uncle and he are perfectly agreed in ** I wull abide by that expenment,” cried 
their estimate of life, which. Quin says, my uncle ; “ and if 1 conlfl find a place to 
would stink m ins nostrils, if he did not steep stand secure without thb vortex of the tumult. 
It in claret which f know wiU ensue, I would cerfamiy 

I want to see this phenomenon m his cups , go thither and enioy the scene.” Quin pro- 
and have almost prevailed upon uncle to give posed that we mould take our station in 
him a small turtle at the Bear In the mean the music Jfallery, and we took his advice^ 
time, ] must entertain you with an incident Holder haa got thither before us, wi^h hts 
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horns perduo , but wo were admitted. The 
tea-drinking passed as usual , and the com- 
paAf having nsen from the tables, were 
sauntering m groups, in expectation of 
signal for attack, when, the bell beginmng 
to ring, they dew with eagerness to tee des- 
sert, and the whole place was instantly m 
commotion, There was notlung but justlmg, 
scrambling, pulling, snatching, struggling, 
scolding, and screaming Tne nosegays 
were tom from one another's hands and bo- 
soms , the glasses and chma went to wreck , 
the tables and floor were strewed with com- 
fits Some cried, some swore, and the tropes 
and figures of Billingsgate were used without 
reserve in all their native zest and flavour, 
nor were those flowers of rhetoric unattended 
with significant geeticulatiou Some snap- 
ped theur lingers, some forked them out, 
some clapped their hands, and some their 
backsides, at length they fairly proceeded 
to pulling caps, and eveiy thii^ seemed to 
presage a general battle, when Holder order- 
ed his horns to sound a charge, with a view 
to animate the combatants, and inflame the 
contest, but this manoeuvre produced an 
eflbct quite contrary to what be expected 
It was a note of reproach that roused them 
to an immediate sense of their disgraceful 
situation They were ashamed of their ab- 
surd deportment, and suddenly desisted 
They gathered up their caps, rufiles, and 
handkerchief^ , and great part of them re- 
tired m silent mortification 
Quin laughed at this adventure, but my 
uncle’s delicacy was hurt lie hung his 
head in manifest chagnn, and seemed to re- 
ine at the tnumph or his judgment Indeed 
IS victo^ was more complete than he im- 
agined, for, as we afterwards Id^med, the 
two amazdns who signalized themselves most 
in the action, did not come ftom the purlieus 
of I’uddlcdock, but from the courtly neigh- 
boui liood of St James's palace One was a 
baroness, and the other a wealthy knight’s 
dowager My uncle spoke not a word till 
we had made our retreat good to the coffee- 
house, where, taking off his hat, and wiping 
his forehead, — “ I bloss God,'’ said he, “ that 
Mrs Tabitha Bramble did not take the field 
to-day ” “ I would pit her for a cool hun- 
dred,” cried Quin, “ against the best shake- 
of the whole mam ” The truth ft, no- 
thing could have kept her at home but the 
accident of iier having taken physic before 
knew the nature of the entertainment 
*^*^^*^ fiirbishing up 

an ma suit of black velvet, to make her ap- 
pemneo as Sir Uhe’s partner at the next hall 
I hft\e much to say of this amiable kins- 
woman ; but she has not been properly in- 
troduce to your acquaintance She is re- 
markday civfl to Mr Quin, of whose sarcastic 
huomr she seems to stand in awe , but her 
cautton IS no match for her impertinence 
^<Mr Gt^^ynn,*' said she the other day, 


was once vastly entertained with your play- 
ing the ghost of Gimlet at Drury-lane, when 
you rose up through the stage, with a white 
face and red eyes, and spoke of guaiU upon 
the frightful porcupine Do, pray, spout 
a little the ghost or Gimlet" Madam,” 
said Quin, with a glance of ineflable disdain, 
** the ghost of Gimlet is laid, never to nse 
again ” Insensible of this check, she pro- 
ceeded “ Well, to be sure, you looked and 
tal^d so like a real ghosU— and then the 
cock crowed so natural— I wonder how you 
could teach him to crow so exact in the very 
nick of time , but I suppose he’s game — an’t 
he game, Mr Gwynn Dunghilj, madam ” 

WeH, dunghill or not dunghill, he has got 
speh a clear counter-tenor, that I wish 1 had 
such another at Bramblcton-hall, to wake the 
maids of a morning Bo you know where 
I could find one of his brood 'Z” « Probably 
in tbe workhouse of St Giles’s pansh, madam , 
but T protest I know not his particular mew ” 
My uucle, frying with vexation, cried— “ Good 
God, Bister, how you talk ' 1 have told you 
twenty timds that this gentleman’s name 
IS not Gwynn ” ** Hoity, toity, brother of 
mine,” she replied, “ no offence, I hope — 
Gwynn is an honourable name, of true old 
Bntish extraction— I thought the gentleman 
had been come of Mrs Helen Gwynn, who 
was of his own proftssion , and if so be that 
were the case, he might be of King Charleo’s 
breed, and have royal blood m his veins ” 
** No, madam," answered Quin, with groat 

solemnity, “ my mother was not a w of 

such distinction— true it is, T am sometimes 
tempted to believe myself of royal descent , 
ft>r my inclinations are often aroitrary — if 1 
was an absolute pnnee at this instant, I be- 
hove I should send for the head of your cook 
in a charger— she has committed felony on 
the person of that John Dory, which is man- 
gled m a cruel manner, and even presented 
without sauceL-0 tempore f O mores 

This good-humoured sally turned the con- 
versation into a less disagreeable channel — 
but lest yoq should think my scribble as 
tedious as Mrs Tabby’s clack, I shaU not add 
another word, but that I am, as usual, yours, 

J MELFORD 

Bath, April 30 


To Doctor Lewis 

Dear Lewis,— I received your bill upon 
Wiltshire, which was punctually honoured , 
but, as t don’t choose to keep so much cash 
by me m a common lodging-house, I have 
deposited J6250 in the bank of Bath, and 
shall take their bills for it on London, when 
1 leave this place, wlierc the season draws 
to an end— you must know, that now being 
a-foot, I am resolved to give Liddy a glimpse 
of London She is one of the best-hearted 
creatures I ever knew, and gams upon my 
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affection every day* As ibr Tabby, I havf was what remained of Colonel Cockril, who 
dropped such hints to the Insh batonet, con- had lost the use of his limbs m making an 
ceming her fortune, as, 1 make no doubt,^ American campai^ , and the telescope 
will cool the ardour of lus addresses Then moved to be my cmle^ chum, Sir Reginud 
her pride will take the alarm , and the mn- Bentley, Who,L with his new title, and uncx- 
cour of stale maidenhood bemg chafed, we pected ufkhentance, commenced fox-hunter, 
shall bear nothing but slander and abtuse of without having served bis apprenticeship to 
Sir Uhc Mackdligut — ^this rupture, I fore- the mystery ; and, in consequence of follow- 
see, will facilitate our departure feom Bath , ing the hounds through a mer, was seized 
where, at present, Tabby seems to emoy with an inflammation m bis bowels, which 
herself with peculiar satisfection Por^y has contracted him into his present attitude, 
part, I detest it so much, that I should not Our former correspondence ^as forthwith 
have been able to stay so long in the place, renewed, wi^ the most hearty expressions 
if 1 had not discovered some old friends, of mutual good-will , aud, as we had met so 
whose conversation alleviates my disgust, unexpectedly, we agreed to dine togctlier 
Going to the coh^ehouse one forenoon,, 1 tlmt very day at the tavern My fnend 
could not help contemplating the company Quin, being luckily unengaged, obliged us 
with equal surpnse and compassion We with his company , and, truly, this was the 
consisted of thirteen individuals, seven lamed most bapm day 1 have passed these twenty 
by the gout, rheumatism, or paUy, three yeafe You and J, Lewis, having been 
maimed by accident , and the rest either deaf always together, liever tasted friendship in 
or blind. One hobbled, another hopped, a this high gout, contracted from long absence 
third dragged his legs after him like a wound- I cannot express the half of what I felt at 
ed snake, a fourth straddled betwixt a paif this casual meeting of thfee or four compan. 
of long crutches, like the mummy of a felon ions, who had been so long separated, and 
hanging in chains , a fifth w as bent in an so roughly treated by the storms of life It 
horizontal position, like a mounted telescope, was a renovation of youth , a kind of resus- 
Bho\od m by a couple of chairmen, and a citation of the dead, that realised those in- 
sixth was the bust of a man set upright in a teresting dreams m which we sometimes 
wheel machine, which the waiter moved from retrieve our ancient friends from the grave 
place to place Perhaps iny enjoyment was not the loss 

Being struck with some of their faces, 1 pleasing for being mixed with a strain of 
consulted the subscription-book , and, per- melancholy, produced by the remembrance 
ceiving the names of several old friends* of past scenes, that conjured up the ideas of 
began to consider the group with more atten- some endearing connections, which the hand 
tion At length I discovered Rear-adrniral of death has actually dissolved 
Baldcrick, the companion of my youth, whom The spirits and good humour of the com- 

1 iiad not seen since he was appointed lieu- pany seemed to tnumpli over the wreck of 
tenant of the Severn He was mciamor- their constitutions Tliej Iiad even philoso- 
phosed into an old man, with a wooden leg phy enough to joke upon their own calami- 
and a weather-beaten face , which appeared ties ; such is the po wer of friendship, tiiesove- 
the more ancient from his grey locks, that reign cordial of life I afterwards found, how’- 
were truly venerable Sitting down at the ever, that they were not without their mo- 
table where he was reading a newspaper, I ments, and even hours, of disquiet Each of 
gazed at him for some minutes, w^th a mix- them apart, in succeeding conferences, expa- 
turo of pleasure and regret, which made my tiated upon hisown particular me vances, and 
heart ^ish with tenderness ; then, taking they were all malcontents at tiottom Over 
him by the hand, — ‘‘Ah, Sam,*' said I, forty and above their personal disasters, they 
years ago I little thought” — I was too much thought themselves unfortunate in the lottery 
moved to proceed “An old friend, sure of life Balderick complained, that all the re- 
enough cried he, squeezing my hand, and compence he had received fer his long and 
surveying me eagerly through nis glasses, hard service was the half-pay of a rear-admi- 
“ I know the looming of the vessel, though ral Tnc colonel was mortified to see himself 
she has been hard-strained since we parted^ overtopped by upstmt generals, some of 
but I can’t heave up the name The mo- whom lie had once commanded , and, bemg 
meat I told him who I was, he exclaimed, — a man of a liberal turn, could ill put up with 
“ Ha * Matt, my old fellow-cruizer, still a moderate annuity, for which ne had sold 
afioat and, starting up, hugged me in his bis commission. As for the baronet, havmg 
arms His transport, however, boded me no run himself considerably in debt, on a con- 
* good , for, in saluting me, he thrust the tested election, he has been obliged to relin- 
spring of Ins spectacles into my eye, and, at quish bis seat in parliament, and bis seat m 
the same time, set his wooden stump upon the country at the Came lixnet and put his 
my gouty toe, an attack that made me sued estate to fiutse , but his chagrin, which is 
tears in sad earnest After the burry of our the effect of bus own nuscon&ct, does not 
recognition was over, he pointed out two of affect me ha^ so much as that of the other 
our common fnends in the room , the bust 1 two, who bavV acted hcnourable and distm- 
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guished parte on the great tiieatrO) and are To Miss lAfiTiTuWiLLia, at Gloucester 
tnow reduced to lead a Wear^ life m this stew- 

pawn of idleness and insignificance* They My Dear Lettv,— wrote you at great 
have long left olf using the watete, after hav- length by the post, the twenty^sixth of last 
ing experienced their inefficacy. The diver* month, to which I refer you for an account 
sions of the place they are not in a condition of our proceedings at Bath, and I expect 
to enjoy How then do they mate shift to your answer with impatience But having 
pass their fiimet In the forenoon they crawl this opportunity of a private hand, T send 
out to the rooms or the cofi*ee*faouBe, where you two dozen of Bath rings , six of the best 
they take a hand at whist, or descant upon of which 1 desire you will keep fer yourself, 
the General Advertiser ; and their evenings an# distnbute tlie rest among the young 
they murder m private parties, among pee- ladies, our common friends, as you shall 
vish mvalida* and insipid old women This think proper* I don’t know how you will 
IS the case with a good number of indui* approve of the mottos , some of them are 
duajls, whom nature seems to have intended not much to my own liking , but I was 
tor better purposes obliged to taki^ such as I could find ready 

About a dozen years ago, matiy decent manufactured I am vexed that neither you 
families restnctod to small fortunes, besides nor I have received any further information 
those that come hither on the score of health, of a certain person — sure it can’t be wilful 
were tempted to settle at Bath, where tfchey neglect !--0 my dear Willis ' I begin to be 
could then live comfortably, and evefi make vimted by strange fancies, and to ha\e some 
a genteel appearance, at a small expense , melancholy doubts , which, however, it would 
but the madness of the times has made the be ungenerous to harbour without further in- 
place too hot for them, and they are now quiry My uncle, who has made me a prc- 
obliged to think of other migrations— some sent of a very fine set of garnets, talks of 
have already iled to themoimtams of Wales, treating us with a jaunt to Ijondon, which, 
and others nave retired to Exeter Thither, you may imagine, will be highly agreeable 
no doubt, they will be followed by the flood but I like Bath so well, that I hope he won’t 
of luxury and extravagance, which will dnve think of leaving it tdl the season is quite 
them from place to {dice to the very Land’s over , and yet, betwixt friends, somelhuig 
End, and there, I suppose, they will be has happened to my aunt, which n ill proba- 
obliged to ship themselves to some other bly shorten our stay m this place 
country Bath is become a mere sink of Yesterday, in the forenoon, she went by 
profligacy and extortion Every article of herself to aWakfasting in one of the rooms 
house-keeping is raised to an enormous and, in lialf an hour, returned in great agita- 
pTice , a circumstance no longer to be won* lion, having Chowder along with her in the 
dered at, when we know that every petty chair I believe some accident must have 
retainer of fortune piques himself upon keep- happened to that unlucky animal, which is 
ing a table, and thinks ’tis for tlie honour of the great source of all her troubles Dear 
Ins character to wink at the knavery of his Letty » what a pity it is that a v^oman of 
servants, who are in a confederacy with the her years and discretion should place her 
market people, and ofconsequence pay what- affection upon such an ugly ill-conditioned 
ever they demand Here is now a mush- cur, that snarls and snaps at every body I 
room of opulence, who pays a cook seventy asked John Thomas, the footman who attend- 
guineas a-week for furnishing him with one cd her, what was the matter'* and he did 
meala-day This portentous frenzy is be- hotbmg but mrin A famous dog-doctor was 
come 80 contagious, that the very rabble and sent fur, an<ftmdertook to cure the patient, 
refiise of mankind are infected I have provided he might carry him home to his own 
known a negro-dnver from Jamaica pay house , hot his mistress would not part with 
ovcr-nightjtotheinasterofoneoftherooms, him out of hefr own sight— she or^rod the 
sixty -fix e guineas for tea and coffee to the cook to warm cloths, which she applied to 
eompany, and leaxo Bath next monjjing, in his bowels with her own hand She gave up 
such obscurity, that not one of Ins guests had aR thoughts of going to the ball in the eve- 
t he slightest idea of his person, or even mng, and when Biru he came to drink tea, 
made the least inquiry about his name. In- refused to be seen , so that he w^ent away to 
ddonte of this kind are frequept; and every look for another partner My brother Jerry 
day teern^ with fresh absurdities, Which arc whistles and dances My unelr sometimes 
tm gross to make a thinking man merry, shrugs up his shoulders, and sometimes bursts 
But f feel the spleen creeping on me apacej out a-laughing, My aunt sobs and scolds by 
and tflioreforc will indulge you with a cessa- turns , and her wonian. Win Jenkins, stares 
ttoft, that you may have no unnecessary and wonders with a foolish fai e of curiosity , 
0aose;te curse your corrcspon4en<fls with, and for my part, I am as curious as she, but 
dea^ Dick, yours ever, ashamed to ask questions 

MATT BRAMBUEH* Perhaps time will discover the mystery , 
Batkt May 5 for if it was any thing that happen^ in the 
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rooms. It can’t be long concealed — all I know 
18 , that last night, at supper, Miss Bramble 
spoke very disdainfully of Sir Ulic Mackilli* 

f ut, and asked her brother if he intended to 
cep us sweltering all the summer at Bath 
— “No, sister Tabitha,” said he, with an 
arch smile, “ wo shall retreat before the dog. 
days begin , though 1 make no doubt, that, 
with a little temperance and discretion, our 
constitutions might be kept cool enough all 
the year, even at Bath ” As I don’t k*now 
the meaning of this insinuation, I won’t pre- 
tend to make any remarks upon it at present 
hereafter, perhaps, 1 may be able to explain 
it more to your batisfaction — ^in the mean 
time, I bpg you will be punctual m your cor- 
respondence, and continue to love your ever 
laithfiil LYDIA MELFOllD 

Bathy Mayy 6 


To Sir Watkin Phillu^s, Bart of Jesus 
College, Oxon 

So, then, Mrs Bkekberby’s affair has pro- 
ved a take alarm, and I have saved my mo- 
ney ^ I wish, however, her declaration had 
not been so premature , for iliougli my being 
thought capable of making her a mothen, 
might have given me some credit, the repu- 
tation of an intrigue with such a cMcked 
pitcher does me no honour at all In my 
last, I told you I had hopes of seeing Quyi 
in Ins hours of elevation at the tavern, whn h 
IS the temple ol mirth and good Icllowship, 
where he, as priest ot Comus, utters the in- 
spiratioiH of Wit and humour — 1 have had 
that satibfacUon I have dined with liib club 
fit the 'i liree Tuns, and had the honour to 
sit him 0 it At half ,in hour past eight m 
the eveinrg, h** was carried home with six 
good bottles ol claret under h s belt , and it 
being then Fiiday, he gave orders that he 
biiouid not be disturbed till Sunday at noon 
— you must nut imagine that this dose had 
any other effect upon his conversation, but 
that of making it more extravagantly enter- 
taining — he had lost the use of his limbs, 
jildeed, several hours before we parted, but 
he retained all his other faculties in perfec- 
tion , and as he gave vent to every whimsical 
idea as it rose, 1 was really astonished ut the 
brilliancy of his thoughts, and the foice of 
his expression Quin is a real voluptuary 
in the articles of eating and drinking, and 
so confirined an epicure, in the common ac- 
ceptation of the term, thst he cannot put up 
with ordinary faro This is a point of sUch 
importance with him, that he always takes 
upon himself the charge of catering , and a 
man admitted to his mc«?s is always sure of 
eating delicate victuals, and drinking excel, 
lent wine — he owns himself addicted to the 
delights of the stomach, and often jokes upon 
his own sensuality , but there is nothing self- 
ish in this appetite — he finds that good cheer 
5 L* 74 


unites good company, exhilarates the spirits, 
opens the heart, banishes all restraint Irom 
conversation, and promotes the happiest pur- 
poses of social life But Mr James Quin is 
not a subject to be discussed in the compass 
of one letter , 1 shall, therefore, at present, 
leave him to bis repose and call m another 
of a very different complexion. 

You desire to have further acquaintance 
with the person of our aunt, and promise 
yourself much entertainment from her con- 
nection with Sir UIic Mackilligut, but in 
this hope you are baulked already , that con- 
nection is dissolved The Irish baronet le 
an old hound, that, finding her carrion, has 
quitted the scent . I have already told you, 
that Mrs^ Tabitha Bramble is a maiden of 
fbrty-hve In her person, she is tall, raw- 
boned, awkward, fiat-chested, and stooping , 
her complexion is sallow and freckled , her 
eyes are not grey, but greenish, like those 
of a cat, and generally mfiamed , her hair is 
of a sandy, or rather dusty hue , her fore- 
head low ,“her nose long, sharp, and, towards 
the extremity, always red in cool weather, 
her lips skinny, lur moutii extensive, her 
teeth btraggling and of varioub colours 
and conformation , and her long neck shriv- 
elled into a thousand WTinkles — in her tem- 
per, she is proud, stiff, vai i, imperious, pry- 
ing, malicious, greedy, and uncharitable In 
all likelihood, her natural austerity has been 
soured by disappointment m love , for her 
long celibacy is by no meatn owing to her 
diblike of matrimony on the contrary, ^he 
has left no stone unturned to avoid tne re- 
proachful epithet ot old maid 

Bcfo’*e I was bom, <»lic had gone such 
lengths in the way of flirting with a recruit- 
ing officer, that her repu*^afion was a little 
binged She afterwardb made advances to 
the curate ot the paribb, who dropped some 
dibtant hints about the next presentation to 
the living, which was in her brother’s gift, 
but finding that it was already promised to 
another, he flow off at a tangent , and Mrs 
Tabby, in revenge, found means to deprive 
him of his cure Her next lover was a lieu- 
tenant of a man of war, a relation of the 
family, who did not understand the refine- 
ments of the passion, and expressed no 
avcrsjpn to grapple with cousin Tabby in 
the wav of marriage, but before matters 
could be propcrlv adjusted, he went out on a 
cruise, ond was killed in an engagement with 
a French frigate Our aunt, though baffled 
bu often, did not yet ^lespair— she laid all 
her bnarcs for Dr Lewis, wlio is the fidit^ 
Achates of my uncle She even fell sitk 
upon the occasipn, and prevailed with Matt 
to interpose in her behalf wrjth his friend , 
but the doctor being a shy cock, would not 
be caught with chaff, apd flatly rejected the 
proposal BO that Mrs Tabitha w^as content 
to exert bet patience once more, after hav- 
ing endeavoured in vain to effect a rupture 
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betwixt the two friends ; and now she thinks 
proper to be vety civil to Lewis* who is be- 
come necessary to her m the way of his pro- 
fession 

These* however, are not the ohly ^orts 
she has made towards a nearer conjunction 
with oar sex Her foitime Wm ongmaQy 
no more than a thousand |%»unde , 

^ined an accession of five htmdred, by the 
death of a sister, and the lieutenant left her 
three hun^^d m his wiU. These sums she 
has more than doubled, by living, free of all 
expense, in her hrofrie^s house, and dealing 
in cheese and Welsh flannel, the produce of 
hts flocks imd daily* At present, her capital 
IS increased to about four thousand pounds, 
and her avarice seems to grow every day 
more and more rapacious , but even this is 
not BO intolerable as the perverseness of her 
nature, which keeps the whole family in dis- 
quiet and uproar She is one of those geni- 
uses who And some diaboUcal enroyment in 
being dreaded and detested by their fellow- 
creatures 

I Once told 'lay uncle, I was surprised 
that a men of his disposition could bear 
such a domestic plague, When it could he 
so easily remov6a-*-tne remark made him 
sore, because it seemed to tax him with want 
of resolution — ^wnnkling up his nose, and 
drawing dowU his eye-brows, — “A young 
fellow,*’ said he, ** vmen he first thrusts his 
snout into the world, is apt to be siirpnsed 
at many things winch a man of experience 
knows to be ordinary and unavoidable — 
precious aunt of yours is become insensibly 
a part of my constitution— damn her, she’s 
a Ttolt me tan^ere in ipy flesh, which I can- 
not bear to be touched or taiqpeFed with ” 
J made no reply, but shifted the conversation. 
He really has an affection fbr this anginal, 
which maintains its ground m defiance of 
common sense, and in despite of that con- 
tempt which he must certainly feel fbr her 
character and understanding Nay, 1 am 
convinced, that she has likewise a most vm- 
lent attachment to his person ; though her 
lo\e never shows itself but in the shape of 
discontent ; and she persists in tormenting 
him out of slieer tenderness. The only ob- 
ject within doors upon which she bestows 
any marks of affection, in the usual s^e, is 
her dog Chowder, a filthy cur from New- 
foundland, which she had in a present from 
the wifh of a skipper in Swansea. One 
would tma^ne she l\ad di8t]ttguv^e4 
beast with her favour on account of nis ugli- 
less and ill-nature , if It was not, indeed, an 
mstlnctivq sympathy betwebn ‘fais disposition 
and her own Certain it is, she caressos 
him without ceasing, and even harasses the 
family in the service of this cursed onudal, 
whis^ indeed, has proved the proximate 
cause of her breach with Sir Mackii- 

ligttt •' 

You must know, she yesterday wanted to 


steal a march of poor Liddy, and went to 
breakfast m the room, wiftont any other 
companion than her dog, in expectation of 
meeting with the baronet, who had weed to 
dance with her in the evening. Chowder 
no sooner made his appearance in the room, 
than the master of the ceremonies, incensed 
at his presusaption, ran up to drive him away, 
and tbreatehed him with his foot, but the 
other seemed to despise bis onUionty, and, 
displhying a formidable case of long, white, 
^8^ teeth, kept the puny monarch at bay, — 
while he stood Under some trepidation, front- 
ing his antagonist, and bawling to the waiter, 
Sir Uhe Maekilh^ came to Eis assistance , 
and, Boenflng jgnolrant of the connection be- 
tween this intnlder and his mistress, gave 
the former such^a kick m the jaws, as sent 
him how|mg^ the dopr. Mrs Tabitha, in- 
censed at this ontrpge, ran after him, squalling 
in a tone equsl^ disagrcoable, while the 
baronet followed hot on one side, making 
apologies his Ihtstake, and Derrick on 
the other, makj^^ remonstrances upon the 
rules and regulations oftbe place 
Far from being satisfied with the knight’s 
excuses, she said she was sure he was no 
gentleman , and when the master of the cere- 
monies oflered to hand her into the chair, 
she rapped him over the knuckles with her 
fan My uncle’s footman beuig still at the 
door, she and Chowder got into the same 
vehicle, and were carried off amidst the jokes 
of the chairmen and other populace I had 
been riding out on Clarkendown, and hap- 
pened to enter just as the fracas was over 
The baronet, coming Up to me with an 
afiected air of chagrin, recounted the adven- 
ture , at which 1 laughed heartily, and then his 
countenance cleared up ** mj dear soul,” 
said he, ** when I saw a sort of a wild baist, 
snarling with open mouth at the master of 
the ceremonies, like the red cow going to 
devour Tom Thumb,! Could not do less than 
go to the assiStphce of the littJe man , but 1 
never dreamt'ihe baist was one of Mrs Bram- 
ble’s attendaiits^--0 1 if 1 had, he might*havc 
made his hreakfasb upon Dernck, and wel- 
come ; but, you know, my dear friend, how 
natuivd it is for us Irishmen to blunder, and 
to take the wrong sow by the ear — however, 
I will confess judgment, and cry her mercy , 
juia,’‘^s to be hoped, a penitent sinner may 
be fbrgiven.’'' 1 told him, that as the ofience 
was not Toluntaiy on his side, it was to be 
hoped he, would pot find her implacable 
But, in truth, all this concern Was dissem- 
bled. In hiB approaches of gallantry to Mrs 
Tahitha, he bad been misled hy a mistake of 
at least six thousand pounds in the calcula- 
tion of her fortune , and in this particular he 
was just undeceived. He therefore seized 
the nrst opportunity of meumng her dis- 
pleasure decently, in such a manner as would 
certainly annihilate the correspondence • and 
he could not have taken a more eflectuol 
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method than that of beatit)|^ her dog. When 
he presented himself at our door, to par his 
respects to the offisnded ikir, he was re&sed 
admittance, and given to understand, that he 
should never £nd her at home the future 
She was not so inaccessible to Derrick, iUrho 
came to demand satis&ction Ihe msult 
she had odhred to hmif even in the' verge of 
hiB own court She knew it was convenient 
to be well with the master of the ceremonies, 
while she continued to frequent the rooms ; 
and, having heard that he was a poet, be^ 
to be afraid of maki^ her apparafice in a 
ballad or lampoon Sne tbeimore made ex« 
cuses for what she bad done, imputing it to 
the flutter of her spirits, andsdhscnhed hand** 
someljr for his poems ; so that he was ]ier-< 
fectly appeased, aud ovem^helmed her with 
a profusion of compliment He even scdt- 
cited a reconciliation with Chowder, which, 
however, the latter declined ; and he declared, 
that if be could finda precedent in the annals 
of Bath, which he would cnrefiilly exsinme 
for that purpose, her favourite should be 
admitted to the next pubhc Imeak&sting 
But, I believe, she wilt not expose herself or 
him to the nsk of a second disgrace Who 
will supply the place of Maokuligut in her 
affections, 1 cannot foresee ; but nothing in 
tlie shape of a man can come amiss Though 
she 18 a violent churchwoman, of the most 
intolerant zeal, 1 believe in i^y conscience 
she would have no objection, at present, to 
treat on the score of matrimony with an 
anabaptist, quaker, or Jew , and even ratify 
the treaty ct the expense of her own con- 
science But, perhaps, I tb n'c too hardly 
of this kinswoman, who, 1 most own, is very 
little beholden to the good opmion of yours, 

J MELFORD, 

Bath, May 6 


To Da Lswi8« 

You ask me, why I d(m*t takd the air 
a-horseback, during this Bne Weather I In 
which of the avenues of this paradise would 
you have me take that exercise^ Shall I 
commit myself to the high roads of London 
or Bristol, to he stifled with dust, or pressed 
to death in the midst of poaUchaises, flying 
machines, wagons, and coal'^boTses , besides 
the troops of fine gentlemen that taks to the 
highway, to show their horsemanship, and 
the coaches of fine ladies, who go' thither to 
show their equipages ^ Shall I attempt the 
downs, and fatigue myself to death in rhmb- 
^ing up an eternal ascent, ivithont any hopes 
of reaching the summit^ Know, then, I 
have made various desperate leaps at those 
upper regions , but always fell backward into 
this vapour<*pit, exhausted and dispirited by 
those inefi^ctual efforts , and here we poor 
valetudinarians pant and struggle like so 
many Chinese gudgeons, gasping in the bot- 


tom of a puneb-bowL By heaven, it is a 
kind of enchantment ^ If I do not speedily 
break the spell, and escape, 1 may chance to 
give up the ghost in this nauseous stew of 
cornmuon It was but two Rights ago that 
I had like to have made my pubhc exit, at 
a mtnute*a warnmg One of taf greatest 
weaimesses w that of suffering myself to be 
over^rtded by the opinion of people whose 
judgment 1 despise I own, with shame 
and confusion of face, that importunity of 
any kind 1 cannot resist This want of 
courage and constancy is an original flaw m 
my na^Aire, which you must have often ob- 
served with compassion, if not with contempt 
I am afraid some of our boasted virtues may 
be traced up to this defect* ^ 

Without further preamhle, J Was persuaded 
to go to t ball, on purpose to see Liddy 
dance a mmuet with a young petulant jack- 
anapes, the only son of a wemthy undertaker 
from London, whose mother lodges m our 
neighbourhood, and has contracted an ac- 
quaintance with Tabby I sat a cOuple of 
long hours, hal&sttfled, m the midst of a 
noisome crowd, and could not help wonder- 
ing, that so many hundreds of tnose that 
rank as rational creatures, could find enter- 
tainment m seeing a succession of insipid 
animals descnbing the same dull figure for a 
whole evening, on an area not much bigger 
than a tailor’s shop-board If there had been 
any beauty, grace, activity, magnificent dress, 
or variety, of any kind, however absurd, to 
engage the attention and amuse the fiincy, 
1 should not have been surprised , but there 
was no such ohject^it was a tiresome repe- 
tition of the same languid frivolous scene, 
performed by actors that seemed to sleep in 
all their motions The conUnual swimming 
of those phantoms before my eyes, gave me 
a swimming of the head, which was also 
aflected by the fouled air, circulating through 
such a number of rotten human bellows — 1 
therefore retreated towards the, door, and 
stood in the passage to the next room, talk- 
ing to my friend Quin , when, an end being 
put to the minuets, the benches were removed 
to make n ay for the country-dances, and the 
multitude rising at once, the whole atmos- 
phere was put in commotion Then, all of 
a sudden, came rushing upon me an Egyp- 
tian gale, BO impregnated with pestilential 
vapours, that my nerves were overpowered, 
and I dropt senseless upon the floor* 

You may^ easdy cmdceive what a ctamour 
and confusion this accident must have pro- 
duced in such anaceenibly 1 soon recover- 
ed, however, ana fbnnd mysqlf m an easy 
chair, supported by my own people Sister 
Tabby, m her great tenderness, had put me 
to the torture, aqueezing my head under her 
arm, and fJNBqg my nose with spirits of 
bartshomi fiU the wliole inside was excoria- 
ted* 1 no sooeet got home than 1 sent tor 
Dr Ch««— who assured me I needed not 
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be alftrmed, for my swooninff was entirely crowd ; and that be would never desire a 
occasioned by an accidental impression of stronger proof of our being made of very 
fcetid effluvia upon nerves of uncommonsen- gross materials, than our having withstood 
Bibility I know not how other peopfe*8 Uie annoyance by wluch he was so much dis- 
nerves are constructed ; but one would ima- composed For my own parU I am very 
gine they must be made of yery coarse ma- thankful for the coarseness of my organs, 
tenals, to stand the shock of such a horrid being m no danger of ever jj aacnnc c 
assault. . to the delicacy of my nose Mr Bramble is 

It was, indeed, acompmninf ifdlatnous extravagantly delicate in all bis ^nsations, 
hmellst in which the most violent stinks and both of soul and body J was informed by 
the moat powerful perfumes contended for the Dr®Lewis, that be once fought a duel with 
mastery Imagine to yourself a high exalted an officer of the horse-guards, for turning 
essence of mingled odours, ansing from pu- aside to the Park wall on a necessary occa- 
tnd gums, imposthumatcd lungs, sour fiatulen- sion, when he was passing with a lady under 
ces, rank annpitB, sweating feet, running sores his protection His blood rises at every in- 
and issues , plasters, ointments and embroca- stance of insolence and cruelty, even where 
tions. Hungary water, spirit of lavender, assa- he himself is no way concerned , and ingra- 
fmtida drops, musk, hartshorn and sal volatile , titude makes his teeth chatter On the other 
besides a thousand frowzy steams which 1 hand, the recital of a generous, humane, or 
could not analyze Such, O Dick * is the fra- grateful action, never fails to draw from him 
grant ether we breathe in the polite ossetn- tears of approbation, which he is often great- 
blies of Bath — such is the atmosphere 1 have ly distressed to conceal 
exchanged for the pure, elastic, animating Yesterday, one Pauneeford gave tea on 
a'r of the Welsh mountains — O Ru8 • quan^ particuldr invitation This man, after hav- 
do te asmetam * 1 wonder what the devil mg been long bufieted by adversity, wont 
possessed me — ^but few words are beat 1 abroad, and Fortune, resolving to make 
have taken my resolution-^you may well him amends for her former coyness, set him 
suppose 1 don’t intend to cntertaiii the com- all at once up to the very ears in affluence 
pany with a second exhibition 1 have prom- He has now emerged from obscurity, and 
ised, in an evil hour, to proceed to London, blazes out m all the tinsel of the times I 
and that promise shall be performed , but my don’t find that he is charged with any prac- 
stay in tlm metropolis shall be bnef I have, tices that the law deems dishonest, or that 
for the toefit of my health, projected an his wealth has made him arrogant or inac- 
expedilion to the north, which, 1 hope, will cessible , on the contrary, he takes great 
aftbrd some agreeable pastime I have pains to appear affable and gracious But, 
never travelled farther that way than Scar- they say, he is remarkable for shrinking from 
borough and, I think it is a reproach upon his former friendships, which were generally 
me as a British freeholder, to have lived so too plain and homespun to appear amidst 
long without making an excursion to the his pi esent brilliant connections, and that ht 
other side of the Tweed Besides, I have seems uneasy at sight of some old bencfac- 
some relations settled m Yorkshire, to whom tors, whom a man of honour would take 
it may not be improper to introduce my pleasure to ai^knowiedge Be that as it may, 
nephew and his sister At present I have be had so efiTectually engaged the company 
nothing to add, but that Tabby is happily at Bath, that, when I went with my uncle to 
disentangled from the Insh baronet, and the cofifee-hooiss in the evening, there was 
that I will not fail to make you acquainted not a soul in the room 1)01 one person, seem- 
(from time to time) with the sequel of our, ingly in years, who sat by the fire reading 
adventures , a mark of consideration which, one Uf the papers Mr Bramble, taking his 
perhaps, you would willingly dispense with station close by him, — “There is such a 
In your humble servant, crowd and confusion of chairs in the passage 

MATT BRAMBLE. to Sunpson’s” said he, “ that we could hard- 
Batkt May 8 ' ^y along I wish those minions of for- 

tune would fall upon more laudable ways of 
spending their mondy 1 suppose, sir, you 
To Bin, vV ATKIN Phillips, Bart of Jaevs like this kind of entertainment as little as I 
College, OxOn do “ I can’t say 1 have any great relish 

for such entertainments,” answered the oth- 
De4& Phillips,— a few days ago we er, without taking hts eyes off the paper 
wore terribly alarmed by my uncle’s fainting Mr Serle,” resumed my uncle, “ I beg par- 
at a b,ai^— he has been ever since cursing fbr interrupting you , but I can’t resist 
his nwn ^Ily for going thither at the request the curiosity I nave to know if you received 
of an impertinent woman He dedares he a card on this occasion 
W'lll sooner visit ahou^e infected with the ' The man seemed surpused at this address, 
plague, than trust himself m such a nanseoUs and made some pause, as doubtfhl what an- 
spittail for the future for he swears the ac- swer be should make “ 1 know my curios- 
cident was occasioned by the stench of the ity is impertinent,” added my uncle, “ but 
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1 have a particular reason lUr oekingf the fa- with a of eiithu8iasm» broke with 

vour/’ “ If tbet be the case/’ relied Mr eeverd IViende, ahd even dravtrn his sword 
Serle, “ I sbatl gratify you witboet hes^ion agunst iny unole» who had particular rea- 
by owning that I have bad no card But« eons fi!>r questioning Uie mcral character of 
give me leave/ eir» to ask in my tiinir what the said Paunceford that, withotit Erie’s 
reason you think I have to expect such an countenance and assistance, theothernever 
invitation from the gentleutan who gives could have embraced the opportunity which 
tea'*” ‘‘I have my own reasons, ’’ cncflMr has raised him to this pinnacle of wealth- 
Bramble, wilb some emotion, ** and am con- that Paunceford, in the first transports of 
vinced more than ever, that this Pann^ford his success, had written, from abroao, letters 
IS a contemptible fellow ” “ Sir,” safa the to difierent correspondents, owning his obii- 
other, laying down the paper, ** I have not the gations to Mr Serle, ixi the warmest terms of 
honour to know you , but your discourse is a acknowledgement, and declanng he consider- 
little mysterious, and seems to require some ed himself only as a factor for the occasions 
explanation The person you are pleased to of his best friend that, witliout doubt, lie 
treat so cavalierly is a person of some con- had made declarations of tbe same nature to 
sequence m the community; and, for aught his benefeeftor himself, though this last was 
you know, 1 may also have my particmar always sildnt and reserved on thp subject , 
reasons for defending his character-^-** ‘*lf but, for some years, those tropes and figures 
1 was not convinced of the contraiy,” ob- of rhetoric had been disused that upon 
served the other, 1 ahouM not have, gone ^ return to England* ho had been lavish m his 
so far — ” “ Let roe tell you, air,^ said the caresses to jMt Serle* invited him to his 
stranger, raising his voice, ** you have gone house, ami pressed him to make it his own 
too far in hazardmg such reflections-——*’ that he had overwhelmed him With general 
Here he was interrupted by my uncle, who professions, and affected to express tbe 
asked peevishly, if he was Don Quixote warmest regard for him, m company of their 
enough at this time of day, to throw down common acquaintance , so that every bodv 
his gauntlet as champion for a man who bad believed his gratitude was as liberal as his 
treated him with such ungratefiil neglect fortune, and some went so far ds to con- 
For my own part,” added he, 1 shali gratulate Mr Serle on both 
never quarrel with you again upon this sub- All this time Paunceford carefuUy and art> 

ject , aud what I have said now has been fully avoided particular discussions with his 
suggested as much by my regard for you, as old patron, who had too inocb epmt to drop 
by my contempt of him ” Mr Serle, pull- the most distant hint of balancmgthe account 
mg offhis spectacles, eyed uncle veiy earnest- of obligation, tliat, nevertheless, a man of 
Iv, saying m a mitigated tone. surely 1 am his feelings could not but resent this shock, 
much obliged — ah, Sir Bramble, 1 now recol- mg return for all bis kindness ; and, there- 
lect your features, though 1 have not seen you fore, lie withdrew himself feom the connec- 
these many years ” **We might have been tion, without coming to the least explana- 
less strangers to one another,” answered tion, or spe^mg a syllable on tbe subject to 
the squire, “if our intercourse had not been in- any living soul , so that now their corres- 
terrupted in consequence of a misunderstand- pondence is reduced to a slight salute with 
mg occasioned by this very— but, no matter the hat, when they chance to meet in any 
Mr Serle, 1 esteem your character , and my public place ; an accident that rarely hap- 
friendship, such as it is, you may fr^y com- pens, for their walks lie dlfibreat ways Mr 
iTiand ” “ The offer is too agreeable to be Paunceford lives in a palace, fee& upon 
declined,” said he , “ 1 embrace it very cor- dainties, is arrayed m sumptuous apparel, 
dially , and, as the first fruits of it, request appears in all the pomp of equipage, and 
tfiat you will change this subject, which, passes his time among the noMes of the 
with me, 18 a matter of peculiar delicacy.” land Serle lodges in Stall-streOt, up two 
My uncle owned he was right, and the of ftairs backwards, walks su-foot in a 
discourse took a more general turn. Mr Path gug, eats for twelve shilhngs a-weeL, 
Serle passed the evening with us at our and drinks water, as a preservative against 
lodrrings , and appeared to be intelligent, the gont and gravel, mrk the vfcismtudc 
anf even entertaining, but lus disposition Paunceford once resided m a garret , where 
vyas rather of a melancholy hue. My uncle he subsisted upon sheeps* trotters and cow- 
says he la a man of uncommon parts heel, from which commons be was tranidated 
and unquestioned probity dhat his for- to the table of that ever abounded with 
tune, winch was originally small, has been good cheer ; economy and rc- 

greatly hurt by a romantic spirit of gene- tention reduced him to e elender annuity, in 
rosity, which he has often displayed, even at bis decLne of years, that scarce afibrds the 
the expense of his discreUon, in favour of bare necessaries of hfe. Paunceford, how- 
worthless mdividuals tliat bo had rescued ever, does him the honour th speak of Jum 
Paunceford from tbe lowest distress, when sti)! With unodmmon regard , and to declare 
he was a bankrupt, both m means and repu- what pleaaut<^ It would give him to contru 
taUon* that he had espoused his interests bute many shape to his com emence “But 
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you know,” he never fails to add, “ he’s a I 
ehy kind of a man — and then such a per^ct I 
philoBO()hcr, that he looks upon aR superflui- 
ties with the most sovereign contempt ” 
Having given you this sketch of Squire 
Paunceford, I need not make any comment 
on his character, but leaye it at the mercy 
of your own reflection , from which, I dare 
say, It will meet with as little quarter as it 
has found with yours always, 

J MELFORD 

Bath, May 10 


To Mrs Mar\ Jones, at Braroleton- 
Hali 

Dear Molly, — We are all upon the ving 
— hey for London, girl ! — Fecks * we have 
been long enough here , for we’re all turned 
tipsy turvy — Mistress has excarded Sir UIic 
for kicking of Chowder, and I have sent 

0 Frizzle away with a flee in his aar — ^I’ve 
shown him how little I minded his tmsy and 
ms long tail — a fellor, who would think for 
to go for to offer to take up with a dirty 
trollop under my nose — I ketched him m the 
very feet, coming out of the house-maid’s 
garret — but I have gi’en the dirty slut a 
Biscrary O Molly’ the servants at Bath 
are devils in garnet — ^they lite the caudle at 
both ends Here’s nothing but ginkettmg, 
and wasting, and thieving, and tricking, and 
trigging , and then they are never content 
They won’t suffer the squire and mistress to 
stay any longer, because they ha\e been 
already above three weeks in the house, and 
they look for a couple of ginneys cupicce at 
our going away, and this is a parquisite 
they expect every month in the season, 
being as how no family has a right to stay 
longer than four weeks in the same lodg- 
ings , and 80 the cuck swears she will pin 
the dish-clout to mistress’s tail, and uie 
housc-maid vows she’ll put cow-itch in mas- 
ter’s bed, if so be he don’t discamp without 
furder ado I don’t blame them for making 
the most of their market, in the way of vails 
and parqmsites , and I defy the devil to say 

1 am a tail-carrier, or ever brought a poor ser- 
vant into trouble — but then they oft to have 
some conscience, in vrongmg those tfeat be 
sarvants like themselves For you must no, 
Molly, I missed three-quarters of blond-lace, 
and a remnant of muslin, and my silver thim- 
ble, which was the gift of true love , they 
were all in my work-basket, that I left upon 
the table in the sarvant’s hall, when mis- 
tresses bell rung, but if they had been under 
lock and kay, ’twould have been all the 
same, for there are double kayd to all the 
locks in Bath , and they say as how the very 
teeth an’t safe in your head, if you sleep 
with your mouth open And so, says I to 
mysen, thm things could not go without 
hands, ixnd so Til match thetr witters , and 


so I did with a vitness— for then it was 1 
found Bet cousarned with 0 Frizzle And as 
the cuck had thrown lier slush at me, because 
1 1 had taken part with Chowder, when he fit 
with the turnspit, 1 resolved to make a clear 
kitchen, and throw some of her iat into the 
Are I ketched the charewoman going out 
with her load m the morning, before she 
thought I was up, and brought her to mis- 
tress with her whole cargo — ^Marry, what 
I do’st thmk she bad got, in the name of God '' 
Her buckets were foaming full of our best 
beer, and her lap was stuffed with a cold 
tongue, part of a buttock of beef, half a 
turkey, and a awinguig lump of butter, and 
the niatter of ten moulded handles, that had 
scarce ever been ht The cuck brazened it 
out, and said itYvas her rite to rummage the 
pantry, and she was ready for to go before 
the mare, that he had been her potticary 
many years, and would never think of hurt- 
ing a poor safvant, forgiving away the scraps 
of the kitchen I went another way to work 
with Madam Betty, because she had been 
saucy, and called me skandelus names , and 
said O Frizzle could not abide me, and 
twenty other odorous falsehoods 1 got ii 
varrant from the mare, and her box being 
searched by the constable, my things came 
out sure enough , besides a full pound of vax 
candles, and a niie-cap of mistress’s, that 1 
could sware to on my cruperal oaf O ' th6n 
Madam Mopstick came upon her merrv 
bones , and as the squire would’nt hare of d 
pursecution, she escaped a skewering , but 
the longest day she has to live, she'll remem- 
ber your humble sarvant, 

WINIFRED JENKINS 

Bath, May 15 

If the hind should come again before we 
begone, pzay send me the shift and apron. 
With the vite gallow manky shoes, which 
you’ll And in my pillober —Service to Saul 


To Sir Watrin Phillips, Bart of Jesus 
College, Oxon 

You are in the right, dear Phillips , I don’t 
expect regular answers to every letter I 
know a college life is too circumscribed to 
afford materials for such quick returns of 
communication For my part, I am con- 
tinually shifting the scene, and surrounded 
with new objects, some of which are striking 
enough I shall, therefore, conclude my 
journal for your amusement , and though, in 
all appearance, it will not treat of very im- 
portant or interesting particulars, it may 
prove, perhaps, not altogether uninstructive 
and unentettaimng 

The music and entertainments of Bath arc 
over for this season , and all our gay birds 
of passage have taken their flight to Bristol- 
well, Tunbridge, Bnghtelmstone, Scarbo- 
rough, Harrowgate, &c Not a soul is seen 
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in thii$ place, but a few broken-winded par. 
eons, waddling like ao naany crows along the 
North Parade Them is always a great 
show of the clergy at Bath^ none of yonr 
Ihm, puny, yellow, hectic hgores^ exhausted 
with abstinence and hard study, labouring 
under the mordt erudttarum , but mat over- 
grown dignitaries and rectors, with rubicund 
noses and gouty ankles, or broad bloated 
faces, dragging along great swag bellies, the 
emblenob of sloth and indigestion * 

Now we are upon the subject of parsons, 
I must tell you a ludicrous adventure, which 
w as achiev ed the other day, by Tom Eastgate, 
wMioin you may remember on the foundation 
ol Queen’s He had been very assiduous to 
pm himself upon George Prankly, who was 
a gentleman commoner of Chnst Church, 
Jm owing the said Prankly was heir to a con- 
siderable estate, and would have the advow- 
son of a good living, the incumbent of which 
was very old and infirm He studied his 
passions, and flattered them so effectually, 
as to become his companion and counsellor , 
and at last obtained of him a promise of the 
presentation, when the living should fall 
Prankly, on his uncle*8 deaths quitted Ox- 
turd, and made his first appearance in the 
tashionablc world at London, from whence 
he came lately to Bath, where he has been ex- 
liibiting himself among the bucks and game- 
sters of the place Eastgate followed him 
luther , but he should not have quitted him 
tor a moment, at his first emerging into life 
lie ought to have known he was a fantastic, 
foolish, fickle fellow, who would forget his 
college attachments the moment they ceased 
appealing to his senses Tom met with a 
cold reception from his old friend, and was, 
moreover, infonned, that he had promised 
tlic living to anotlier man, w’ho had a vote 
in the county, where he proposed to offer 
himself a candidate at the next general elec- 
tion He now remembered nothing of East- 
gitc, but the freedoms he had usSi to take 
vviUi him, while Tom had quietly stood his 
butt, with an eye to the benefice , and those 
freedoms he began to repeat, m comraon- 
* ])lace sarcasm on his person and his cloth, 
w inch he uttered m the public coffeehouse, 
for the entertainment of the com pany But he 
v\ as egrcgiously mistaken in giving his own 
Wit credit for that tameness of Eutgate, which 
had been entirely owing to prudential con- 
siderations These being now removed, he 
retorted his repartee with interest, and found 
no great difficulty ui turning the laugh upon 
the aggressor, who, losing his temper, called 
him names, and asked, tf he knew whom he 
talked to After much altercation. Frankly, 
shaking his cane, bid him hold his tongue, 
otherwise he would dust his cassock for ffim 
“ I have no pretensions to such a valet,” 
said Tom, « but if you should do me that 
office, and overheat yourself, I have hero a 
good oaken towel at your service.” 


Prankly was equally incensed and con- 
founded at this reply After a moment’s 
pause, he took him aside towards the win- 
dow, and, pointing to the clump of firs on 
Clerketidown, asked, m a whisper, if he had 
spirit enough to meet him tliere, with a case 
of pistols, at six o’clock to-morrow morning 
Eastgate answered in the affirmative, and, 
with a steady countenance, assured him, he 
would not fitil to give him the rendezvous at 
the hour he mentioned So saying, he re- 
tired , and the challenger staid some tune in 
manifest agitation In the morning, East- 
gate, who knew his man, and had taken his 
resolution, went to Prankly’s lodgings, and 
roused him by five o’clock 

The squire, in all probability, cursed bib 
punctuality in his heart, but he affected to 
talk Ing, but havmg prepared his artillerv 
overnight, they crossed the water at the end 
of the South Parade In their passage up 
tlie hill, Prankly often eyed the parson, in 
hopes of perceiving some reluctance in his 
countenance , but as no such marks appear- 
ed, he attempted to intimidate him by word 
of mouth “ If these flints do their office,” 
said he, “I'll do thy business in a few 
minutes ” “ I desire you will do your best,” 
replied the other ; “ for my part, 1 come not 
here to tnfio Our lives are m the hands of 
God, and one of us already totters on the 
brink of ettrmly ” This remark seemed lo 
make some impression upon the squire, who 
changed countenance, and, with a faltcniig 
accent, observed, — “That it ill became n 
clergyman to be concerned m quarrels and 
bloodshed “ Your insolence to me,” said 
Eastgate, “1 should have bote with patience, 
had not you cast the most infamous reflec- 
tions upon my order, the honour of which 1 
think myself in duty bound to maintain, even 
at the expense of my heart’s blood, and 
surely it can be no crime to put out of the 
world a profligate wretch, without any sense 
of principle, morality, or religion ” “Thou 
mayest take away my life,” cried Pranklj , 
in great perturbation, “but don’t go to mur- 
der my character — ^what * hast got no con- 
science'^” “My conscience is perfectly 
quiet,” replied the other, “and now, sir, 
we are upon the spot, take your ground as 
ne^ Ob you please , prime your pistol , and 
the liord, of his infinite mercy, have com- 
passion upon your miserable squI !” 

This ejaculation be pronommed m a loud 
solemn tone, with bis hat off, and his eyes 
lifted up , then drawing a large horse-pistol, 
he presented* and put hirosmf in a posture 
of action prankly took his distance, and 
endeavoured tu prime , but his band shook 
with such violence, that he found this opera- 
tion impracticable His antagonist, seeing 
4iow It Was with him, offered his assistance, 
and advanced for that purpose, when the 
poor suture, exceedingly alarmed at what he 
had heard and seen, desired tlie action might 
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be deferred till next day* as he had not set- request of a particular friend, I went yester- 
tled his affairs ha’nt made mv will,” day to see the pieces which had been so 
said he ; my sisteis are not provided for , warmly recommended I must own I am no 
and I just now recolleot an old promise, jhdge of painting, tbouffh very fond of pic- 
which wf conscience tells me J ought to tures, I don’t jffiagme that my senses would 
perform Til diet convmce thee that I am play me so false as to betray me into admi- 
not a wretch without pnooiple, and then ration of any thing that was veiy bad * but, 
thou shalt have an opportuniV ^ ^^he my true it is, I have often overlooked capital 
life, which thou seemest to tmrst after so beauties in pieces of extraordinary ment 
ea^rly ” ' If I am not totally devoid of taste, however, 

Eastgate understood the hint, and told this ^oung gentleman of Bath is the best 
him, that ohe day ahould break no squares , landscape painter now living: I was struck 
adding, — God mrind that I should be the with his performances m such a manner as 
means of hniderynff y^ from acting the part 1 had never been by pahiting before His 
of an honest man and a dutifhl brother ” trees not only have a richness of foliage, and 
By virtue of this cessation, they returned warmth of eolounng, which delights the 
peaceably together Frankly forthwith made view, but also a certain magnificence in the 
out the presentation of the living, and de- disposition, and spirit m the expression, 
hver^ It to Eastgate , telling him, at the which I cannot describe His mana^ment 
same time, he had now settm his affairs, of the cAtara oscuro, or light and shadow, 
and was ready to attend him to die br-grove , especially gleams of supsbine, is alto^ther 
but Tom declared he could not think of lift- wonderftil, both in the contrivance and exe- 
mg his hand against the life of so greats cution, and hem so happy in his perspective, 
benefactor* He did mote when they next and marking his distances at sea, by a pro- 
met at the Oeifbe-house, be asked paraon of gressive senes of ships, vessels, capes and 
Mr Frankly, if in his passion he had said any promont(«ieB, that I could not help thinking 
thing to give him ofibnce, and the squire I had a distant View of thirty leagues upon 
was so gracious as to fbrgive him with a the back-ground of the picture If therq is 
cordial shake of the hand^ declaring that he any taste for ingenuity left m a degenerate 
did not like to be at variance witn an old age, fast sinking lOtobaibansm, this artist,! 
college companion* Next day, however, he apprehend, will make s capital figure, as 
left Bath abruptly ; and then Eastgate told soon as his works are known 
me all these particulars, not a little pleased Two days ago, I was favoured with a visit 
with the effects of his own sagacity, by by Mr Fitxowen, who, with great formality, 
which he has secured a living worth £1W solicited my vote and interest at tlie ^neral 
per annum. election I ought not to have been locked 

Of my uncle, X have nothing at present to at the confidence of this man , though it was 
say, but that we set out to-morrow ft>r Lon- remarkable, considering what had passed be- 
don en fumtlh He and the ladies, with^the tween him and me on a former occasion 
maid and Chowder, in a coach; I and the These visits are mere matter of form, which 
man-servant a-horscback The particulars a candidate ^piakes to every elector, even to 
of our lourney you shall have in my next, those he knows, are engaged in the in- 
provided no accident happens to prevent tOrest of Ins competitor, lest he should ex- 
yours, ever, J. MELFORD pose himself to the imputation of pnde, at a 

Bath^ May 17 tune when it is, expected he should appear 

humble. Indeed, I know nothing so abject 
Os behaviour of a man compassing for a 
To Doctor Lewis seat m parliament This mean prostration 

(to borough electors especially) has, I ima- 
Dbar Dick, — 1 shall to-morrow set out mne, contnhuted m a great measure to raise 
for London, where I have bespoke lodgings Oiat spirit of insolence, among the vulgar, 
at Mrs Norton’s, in Golden Square which, lake the devil, Will be found very diffi- 
though 1 am no admirer of &th, 1 Smll cult to lay. Be that as it may, I was m some 
leave it with regret , because X most part coiffusion at the efihmteiy of Fitzowen , but 
with some old friends, whom, in idl probfu I soon recollected myself, and told him, 1 
bility, 1 shall never see again In the course bad not yet determined for whom I should 
of coffee-house conversation, I had often give my vote, nor whether I should give it 
heard very extraordinary encomiums passed for any The truth is, I look upon both can- 
on Ihe^erfimnances of Mr T~*p-, a ^ntle- didates in the same light , and should think 
man lading in this place, who paints laM- myself a traitor to the cbnstitution of my 
scapes ft>r me amusement As I have no country, if I voted for either If every elec- 
great confidence m the taste and judgment tor would bring the same consideration home 
of oofibe-hoose connoisseurs, and never to his conscience, we should not have such 
received much pleasure from this branch of reason to exclaim against Ihe venality of 
the art, those ^eral praises made no im- parliaments But we are all a pack of venal 
presBion at all on my curiosity , but, at the and corrupted rascals , so lost to all sense 
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of honeBty, and all tondernrsa of character, their masters 1 find by Gwylliam, that Vil- 
tliut, in a little time, I am fully persuaded hams has got my skin , for which he is an 
nothing will be infamous but virtue and pub- iinpc^nt rascal He has not only got my 
he spirit akin, but, moreover, my buttermilk to fatten 

G H , who 10 rea% an^ ^thusiast m his pigs , and, 1 suppose, the next thing he 

patriotism, and represented the capital in gets wdl be my pad to carry his daughter to 
several successive parliaments, dedared to church and fair Roger gets this, and Roger 
mo t’other day, with the teats in his eyes, gets thiit ; but Pd have you to know, I won’t 
that he bad lived above thirty years m the be rogered at this rate by any ragmatical 
city ot London, and dealt, in the way of com- fellow in the kingdom And I am surprised, 
morce, with all the citizens of note m Iheir Doctor Lews, you would o0er to put my 
turns , but that, as he should answor to God, afiTalrs m composition with the refuge and 
he had never, in the whole course of his life, skim of the hearth 1 have toiled and moyl- 
fouiid above three or four whom he could ed to a good purpus, for the advantage of 
call tlioroughly honest , a declaration which Matt’s fkmily, if 1 can’t safe as much owl as 
^ was rather mortilying than surprising to me, will make me an under petticoat As for 
* who have found so few men of worth in the the butter-milk, ne'er a pig in the parish shall 
course of iny acquaintance, that they serve thrust his snout m it with my good-will 
only as exceptions * which, m the gramma- There’s a famous physician at the hot-w^ell, 
nans’ phrase, confirm and prove a general* that prescribes yt to his patience, when the 
canon I know you will say, G H~— saw ease is consumptive, and the Scots and 
imperfectly through the mist of prejudice, ^ Irish have begun to drink it already, in such 
and I am rankled by the spleen Perhaps quantities, that there is not a drop left for 
you are partly in the right , for 1 have per- the hogs in the whole neighbourhood of Bns- 
ccived that my opinion of mankind, like tol I’ll have onr buttermilk barrelled up, 
mercury in the thermometer, rises and faUs and sent twice a-week to Aberginny, where 
according to the vanations of the weather it may be sold for a half-penny the quart and 
Pray settle accounts with Barnes, take so Roger may carry his pigs to another 
what money of mine is in his hands, and market I hope, Doctor, you will not go to 
give him acquittance If you think Davis push any more such phims in iny brother’s 
lus stock or credit enough to do justice to head, to the prejudice of my pockat , but 
tlie farm, give him a discharge for the rent rather give me some raisins (which hitherto 
that 18 due this will animate his industry , you have not done) to subscribe myself your 
for I know that noUiing is so discouragingto humble servant, TAB BRAMBLE 
a fanner as the thoughts of being in arrears Batkt May 19 
with his landlord Ht. becomes dispirited, 
and neglects his labour, and so the farm 

goes to wreck Tabby has been clamouring To Sin Watkin Phillips, Bart op Jebvs 
for some days about the lamb’s skin, which Golleoc, Oxon 

Williams the hind begged of me when he 

w as last at Bath Prithee take it back, pay- Dear Sir, — Without waiting for your an- 
ing the fi*llow the ftill value of it, that Imay swer to my last, I proceed to give you an 
have some peace m ra> own house; and let account of our |ourney to London, which has 
him keep his own counsel, if he means to not been wholly barren of adventi^e Tues- 
keep hib place O ' I shall never presume day last, the squire took his place in a hired 
to despise or censure any poor man for suf- coach-and-four, acconripamed by his sister 
firing himbelf to be henpecked, conscious and mine, and Mrs Tabby’s maid, Winifred 
how I mvself am obliged to truckle to a do- Jenkins, whose province it was to support 
mestic demon even though (blessed be God) Chowder on a cushion m het lap I could 
she IS not joked with me for life in the raa- scarce refrain from laughing when 1 looked 
tnmomal wagon. She has quarrelled with into the vehicle, and saw that animal sitting 
the servantfa of the house about vails , and opposite to my uncle, like any other passen- 
such intolerable scolding ensued on both ger *Tlfe squire, ashamed of his situation, 
sides, that I have been fain to appease the blushed to the eyes, and, calling to the 
cook and chambermaid by stealth Can’t postilions to dnve on, pulled the gtass up m 
you find some poor gentleman of Wales, to my fiice I, and his servant John Thomas, 
take this precious commodity ofiT the hands attended them on horseback 
of yours, M BRAMBLE Nothing worth mentioning occurred, till 

Bath May 19 we arrived on the edge of Marlborouffh 

downs There one of the fore-horses fidl, 
m going down hill at a round trot , and the 
To Dr Lewis postijion behind, ebdeavounng to stop the 

carnage, pqjled |t on one side into a deep 
Doctor Lews, — Give me leaf to tell you, rut, wnsfre ft was fairly overturned I had 
methiiiks you mought employ your talons rode m about tWo hundred yards before; 
oetter, than to encourage servants to pillage but, hearing a loud scream, galloped back, 
5M* 
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and dismounted, to «ve what assistance was 
in my power 1 loohed unto the 

coach, I could see nothing distinctljr, but the 
nether end of Jenkins, who was kicking her 
heels and squalling with great voci^ration 
All of a sudden, tny uncle tihrost up fats hare 
pate, and bolted throu|^ the window, as 
nimMe as a grasshopper, luiving made use 
of poor Win’s posteriors as a step to rise m 
his ascent the man (Who had likewise quit- 
ted his horse) dragg^ this forlorn daipsel, 
more dead than alive, through the siune 
opening Then Mr Bramble, pulling the 
door off Its hinges, with a jerk, laid bold on 
Liddy^s arm, and brought her to the light, 
very piuCh fhghted, but little hurt It fell 
to my share to deliver our aunt Tabitha, who 
had lost her cap in the struggle , and, being 
rather more than half fbuitic with mge and 
terror, was no bad representation of one of 
Idle Bister funes that guard the gates of hell ^ 
She expressed no sort of eoncern for her 
brother, who ran about in the' cold, without 
his periwig, and worked with the most aston^ 
ishing agility, in helping to disentangle the 
horses from the carnage , but ehe cned, ip a 
tone of distraction , — ** Cmowder f Chowder » 
my dear Chowder ! my poor Chowder is cer- 
tainly killed !” 

This was not the case— ^Chowder, after 
having tore my uncle's leg m the confusion 
of the fall, had retreated under the seat, and 
from thence the footman drew him by the 
neck , for which good oUce he bit his fingers 
to the bone The fellow, w1m> is natumly 
surly, was so provoked ait this assault, that 
he sduted his nbs with a hearty kick, ex- 
claiming, — ** Oamathe nasty son of a b 

and them he belongs to'” n benediction 
which was by no means bst upon thti impla- 
cable virago his mistress Her brother, how- 
ever, prevailed upon her to retire into a 
peasant's house, near the scene of action, 
where his^iead and her’s were covered, and 
poor Jenkins had a fit Our next care.was 
to apply some sticking-plaster to the wound 
m his leg, which exhimted the impression 
of Chowder’s teethe but he never opened 
his lips against the dehn()uent Mrs Tabby, 
alarmed at this scene,— You say nothing, 
Matt," cried she, ** but I know your mind — I 
know the spite you have to that popr |^nfor- 
tunate animal ' I know you intend to take 
his life away You are mistaken, upon 
my honour »” replied the squire, with a sar- 
caatic smile, 1 should be incapable of har- 
bouring any such cruel deskn against an 
oli^t eo amiable and inod^ivO,evmi if he 
bad not the happiness to be yout favounte ” 

John Thomas was not so dehcate* The 
Moyi, whether really alarmed for tes 1^, or 
instigated by the desire qf revenge, came m, 
and bluntly demanded that the^4og should 
be put to dsath, on the supposition that, if 
ever he slmuld run mad hereafter, he, who 
had been bit by him, would be mfbeted* My 


uncle calmly argued upon the absurdity of 
his opinion, observing, that he himself was 
in the same predicament, and would cer- 
tainly take the precaution <he proposed, if he 
was not, sure he ran no risk of infection 
Nevertheless, Thomas continued obstinate, 
and, at length, declared, that if the dog was 
not shot immediately, he himself would be 
hm executioner Tms declaration opened 
the flood'^gates of Tabby's eloquence, which 
would have shamed the iirst-rate oratress 
of ttilKl^g;sgate Tlie footman retorted m 
the same style , and ahe squire dismissed 
him from his service, alter having prevented 
me firom giving him a good horse- whipping 
for his insolence 

The coach hemg a^usted, another diffi- 
culty occurred , l£s Tabitha absolutely re- 
fused to enter it again, unless another driver 
could be found to take the place of the pos- 
tilion, wKa, she affirmed, had overturned the 
carnage from malice aforethought After 
much dispute, ^be man resigned Ins place to 
a shabby country fellow, who undertook to 
go as far as Marlborough, where they could 
be better provided, and at that place we 
arnvqd alwt one o'clock, without farther 
impediment Bramble, however, found 
new matter of oiUhnce, which, indeed, she 
had a particular genius for extracting at will 
fiom almost every incident m life We had 
scarce entered the room at Marlborough, 
where we staid to drne, when she exhibited 
a formal complaint against the poor fellow 
who bad superseded the postilion She said 
ho was such a beggarly rascal, that he had 
ne'er a shirt to his back , and had the impu- 
dence to shock her sight by showing his 
bare poBtenoTs,for which act of indelicacy be 
deserved to be set in the stocks Mrs Wini- 
find Jenkms confirmed the assertion, with re- 
spect to bis nakedness, observing, at the same 
time, he bad a skin as fair as alabaster 

** This IB a heinous offence indeed," cned 
roy uncle, •* let us hear what the fellow has 
to say m his own vindication " He was ac- 
cordingly summoned, and made his appear- 
ance, which was equally queer and pathetic 
He seemed to be about twenty years of age, 
of a middling size, with bandy legs, stooping 
shoulders, high forehead, sandy locks, pink- 
ing eyes, flat nose, and long chin— but his 
complexion was of a sickly yellow his 
looks denoted famine , and the rags that he 
wore could hardly conceal what decency re- 
quires to be covered My unrle, having 
surveyed him attentively, said, with an iron- 
ical eniressum in h'ls countenance, — “ An’t 
you asnpimed, fellow, to nde postilion with- 
out a shirt to cover your backside from the 
view of the ladies in the coach'*” Yes, I 
am, an* please your noble honour," answered 
man, " but necessity has no law, as the 
saying is— and more than that, it was an 
accident — my breeches cracked behind after 
I had got into the saddle — ” “ You're an 
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impudent varlet/’ cried Mrs Tabby, for In the aflernoon, as our aunt slept into 
presuming to ride before persons of fimhion the coach, she observed, with some marks 
without a shirt ” I am so, an’ please your of satisfaction, that the postilion who rode 
worthy ladyship,” said he, ” but I’m a poor next to her was not a shabby wretch like the 
Wiltshire lad — ^I ha’n’t a shirt m the world, ragamidhn who had drove them into Marl- 
that 1 can call my own, nor a rag of clothes, borough Indeed, the difference was very 
an’ please your ladyship, hut wh^ you aeo-^ conspicuous . this was a smart fellow, with 
1 have no friend nor relation upon earth to a narrow bnmmed hat, with gold cording, a 
help me out^I have had the fever and ague cut bob> a decent blue jacket, leather breeches, 
these six months, and spent all I had in the apd a ok^an Imen sWt, pudbd above the 
world upon doctors, and to keep soill JxiA wi^SlSbaiid. When we arrived at the castle 
body toother , and, saving your ladyship’s on Spinhill, where we lay, this new oostilion 
good presence, I ha’n’t broke bread these was remarkably assiduous m bringing in 
four-and.twenty hours ” loos^ parcels , and at length displayed the 

Mrs Bramble, turning fhim him, said she uidmdaal countenance of Humphry Clinker, 
Jiad never seen such a filthy tateidemsJion, who had metamorphosed himself m this man- 
kind bid him begone , observing, that be ner, by relieving from pawn part of his own 
would fill the room full of vermin Her bro- clothes, with the money he had received 
tber darted a significant glance at her, as she from Mr Bramble 

retired with Li(|^ into another apartumnt, Howsoever pleased the rest of the company 

and then asked the msn if he was known to were with such a &vourab]e change in the 
any person in Marlhorongh ^ When he an- appearance of this poor creature, it soured on 
swered that the landlord of the inn had known the stomach of Mrs Tabby, who hod not yet 
him from his infancy, mine host was imrne- digested the affront of his naked skin She 
diately called, and, being mterrogated on tlic tossed her nose in disdain, saying, she sup- 
subject, declared, that the young fellow’s posed her brother had taken him into favour, 
name was Humphry Ulinker * tlmt he had bed&uae he hiid insulted her with his obsre- 
bcen a love-begotten babe, brought up in the nity , that a fool and his money were 'soon 
work-house, and put out apprentice by the parted , but that if Matt intended to take the 
parish to a country blacksmith, who died be- fellow with him to London, she would not go 
lore the boy’s time was out « that he had for a foot farther that way My uncle said noth- 
sohie time worked under his ostler, as a mg with his tongue, though his looks were 
helper and extra-postilion, till he was taken sufificientl^ expressive , and next morning 
lU of the ague, which disabled him from ^t- Clinker did not appear, so that we procced- 
ting his bread that, having sold or pawned ed without farther altercation to Salthill, 
every thing, he had in the world for his cure where we proposed to dme There, the 
and subsistence, he became so miserable and first person that came to tho side of the 
shabby, that he disgraced the stable, and was coach, and began to adjust the footboard, 
dismissed; but that he ne\er heard any was no dther than Humphry Clinker When 
thing to the prejudice of his character in I banded out Mrs Bramble, she eyed him 
other respects ” So that the feQow being with a funoiis look, and passed into the 
sick and destitute,” said my uncle, ^'you houBe«^my uncle was embarrassed, and 
turned him out to die in the streets ” asked him peevishly what had brought him 
pay the poor’s rate,” replied the other, and hither** The fellow said, his honour had 
1 have no nght to mamtam idle vagrants, been so good to him, that he had not the 
either m sickness or health ; besides, Such a heart to part with him ^that he would fol- 
miserable object would havO brought a dis- low hifii to the world’s end, apd serve him all 
credit upon my house * the days of his life without fee or reward 

• “ You perceive,” said the sqmre, turning Mr Bramble did not know whether to chide 
to me, “ our landlord is a Christian of bowels or to latfgh at this declaration He foresaw 
— who shall presume to censure the morale much contradiction on the side of Tabby , 
of the age, when the very publicans exhibit and, on the other hand, be could not but be 
such examples of humanity'* — Hark ye, pleasid with the gratitude of Chnker, as 
Clinker, you are a most notorious offender well as with the simplicity of his character 
— ^you stand convicted of sickness, hunger, —“Suppose I was inclined to take you into 
wretchedness, and wanfc-^but, as it does not my service,” said he, “ wto ai*e your quali- 
belong to me to punish criminals, I wdl only fications '* what a? 5 e you good for T” “ An’ 
take upon me the task of giving you a word please your honour,’^ answered this original, 
of advice— get a shirt with aU convement ” 1 can read and write, and do the business 
dispatch, that your nakedness may not hence- of the stable indifferent well 1 can dress 
forward give offence to travelling gentle- a horse and shoo him, and bleed and rowel 
women, especially maidens in years ” him , and, as for the practice of sow-gelding, 

So saymg, he put a guinea into the hand 1 won’t turn my back on e’er a he m the 
of the poor fellow, who stood storing at him county of Wilts Then I can make hog’s 
in silence, with his mouth wide open, till the puddings and hobnails, mend kettles and tm 
lan^ord pushed him out of the room. saucepans—” Here uncle burst out a-*augh- 
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ing; and inquired what other accomplish- 
ments he was master of ’ “I know some- 
thing of single-stick and psahnodv,” pro- 
ceeded Clinker, *^1 can play upon tne Jew’s 
harp, sing Black-eyed Susan, Arthur O’Brad- 
ley, and divers other sozw \ I can dance a 
welsh Jig, and Nancy '^fiav^aon ; wrestle a 
fall with any lad of ray tnehes^ when I’m in 
heart , and (under correction) 1 can dnd a 
hare when your honour wants a hit of game ” 
“ Foregad, thou art a complete fellow 
cried my uncle, Mill laughing , ** I have a 
inmd to take thee into my family Prithee, 
go and try if thou canst *make peace with 
my sister — thou hast given her much offence 
by showing her thy naked tail ” 

Clinker, acdordmgly, followed us into the 
room, cap in hand, where, addressing him- 
self to Mrs Tabitha, — “ May it please your* 
ladyship’s worsliip,” cried he, ** to parddi^ 
and forgive my offences, and. With Ood^s 
assistance, I shall take care that my tail shaii 
never rise up in judgment a|minet me, to of- 
fend your ladyship again. pray, good,' 
sweet, beautiful lady, take compassion on a 
poor sinnerwGod bless your noble counte- 
nance, 1 am sure you are too handsome and 
generous to bear malice. I will serve yon 
on my bonded knees, by night and by day, 
by land and by water^ and aJlforthe love and 
pleasure of serving such on excellent lady ” 
This complnUent and humiliation had some 
effect upon Tabby ^ but she made no reply , 
and Clinker, taking silence for consent, ^ve 
his attendance at dinner^ The fellow’s nat- 
nral awkwardness, and the flutter of his spi- 
rits, were productive of repe^d blunders in 
the course of his attendance/ At length he 
«5pilt part of a custard upon her jight shoul- 
der , and, starting back, trode Upcm ChoW- j 
der, who set up a dismal howl. Poor Hum- j 
phry was so disconcerted at^ ^is double | 
mistake, that he dropt the china dish, which I 
broke into a thousand pieces , tbeni falhng 
down upon his knees, remained m tbat pos- 
ture, gaping with a most ludicrons aspect of 
distress Mrs Bramble flew to the dog, and, 
snatching him in her arms, presented him to 
her brother, saying, “ This is all a concerted 
scheme agauiM this unfortunate * animal, 
whose only enrae is its regard for me-4iere 
It IS , kill It at once ; and then you’ll be 
satibfied ” • 

Ciiiilvcr, hearing these words, and taking 
them in the literal acceptation* got up in 
**ome hurry, and, seiaing a kmfe from the 
sideboard, cried, ^*Not herOf an’t please 
vour ladyship-^it will daub 'the room— give 
him to me, and I’ll carry him into the ditch 
by the road-side ” To this proposal he* re- 
ceived no Ollier answer than a hearty box on 
the ear, that made him staggqrtp UiC^.oihe** 
Fide of the room ** What eaid she to 
her brother, “ am I to be affronted by every 
mangy hound that you pick up in the high- 
way^ 1 insist upon your sending tbs ras- 


callion about his business immediately ” 
“ For God’s sake, sister, compose yourself,” 
said my uncle, ** and consider that the poor 
fellow IS innocent of any intention to give you 
offence. ** Innocent as the babe unborn,” 
cried Humphry ** 1 see it plainly,” exclaim- 
ed this implacable maiden, ** he acts by your 
direction and you ore resolved to support 
him m his impudence This nt a bad return 
for all the services I have done you , for 
nufeing you in your sickness, managing your 
fkmily, and keeping you from ruining your- 
self by your own imprudence — ^but now you 
shall with that rascal or me, upon the 
spot, Without farther loss of time and the 
world shall see whether you have more regard 
for your own flesh and blood, or for a beg/ 
garly foundling, taken from a dunghill ” 

Sir Bramble’s eyes began to listen, and 
his li^eth to chatter ** U* stated fairly,” 
sarff be, raising his voice, ‘^the question is, 
whether I have spirit to khake off an intoTr- 
rable yoke, by one -effort of resolution, or 
meanness enough to do an act of cruelty 
and injustice, to gratify the rancour of a ca- 
pricious woman Hark ye, Mrs Tabitlm 
Bramble ’ I Will now propose an alternative 
in my turn— either discard your four-footed 
favourite, orgive me leave to bid you eternally 
adieu :•*— for 1 am determmed that he and 1 
shall live no longer under the same roof, 
and novw to itnnor mth what appetite ijou 
may ” Thunderstruck at this declamtion, 
she sat down in a comer , and, after a pause 
of some minutes, “ Sure I don’t understand 
you, Matt,” said she * ”And yet I spoke m 
plain English” — answered the squire, with 
a peremptory look Sir,” resumed this vi- 
rago, effectually humbled, ” it is your prero- 
gative to command, and my duty to obey I 
can’t dispose of the dog m this place , but il 
you’ll allow him to go in the coach to Lon- 
don, I give you my word he shall never trou- 
ble you again ” 

Her brother, entirely disarmed by this mild 
reply, declared she could ask him nothing m 
reason that he would refuse, adding, “T 
hope, sister, you have ne\or found me defi- 
cient in natural affection ” Mrs Tabitha nr- 
mediatcly rose, and throwing her arms about 
his neck, kissed him on tlic cheek , he return- 
ed her embrace with great emotion Liddy 
sobbed; Win Jenkins cackled , Chowder ca- 
pered, and Clinker skipt about, rubbing Ins 
bands for toy of this recopcilmtion 

Concord being thus restored, we finished 
our meal with comfoit , and in the evening 
arrived in London, without having met with 
any other adventure My aunt seems to be 
much mended by the hint she received from 
her brother She has been graciously pleased 
I to remove her displeasure from Clinker, who 
IS now retained as a footman, and (in a day 
ortwi^ will make his appeal ance in a new 
suit of livery , but as he is little acquainted 
With London, we have taken an occasional 



EXPEDITION OF HUMPHRY CLINKER m 

valet, whom I intend hereafter to hire as my from the open country The poorest squire, 
own servant We lodge in Golden Square, as well as the richest peer, must have his 
at the house of one Mrs Norton, a decent house m town, and Knake a figure with an 
sort of a woman, who takes great pains to extraordinary number of domestics The 
make us all easy. My uncle proposes to plough-hoys, cow-herds, and lower hinds, 
make a circuit of all the remarkable scenes are debauched and seduced by the appear- 
of this metropolis, fbr the entertainment of ance and discourse of those coxcombs m 
his pupils , but as both you and I are al* livery, when they make their summer excur- 
ready acquainted with most of those he will sions They desert their dirt and drudgery, 
visit, and with some others he little dreams and swarm up to London, in hopes of getting 
of, I shall only communicate what will be m into service, where they can live luxuriously, 
some measure new to your observation. Re- and wear fine clothes, vi ithoiit being obliged 
member me to our Jesuitical friends, anti be- to work , for idleness is natural to man 
lieve me, ever, dear knight, yours affection- numbers of these, being disappointed 

atel>, J. MELFORD m their expectation, become thieves and 

^ Londorit May 24 sharpers , and London, being an immense 

wilderness, in which there is neither watch 
nor ward of any signification, nor any order 
To Dr liRwia^ or pofice, affords them lurking-places os well 

as prey 

Dear Doctor, — ^London is literally new There are many causes that contribute to 
to me , new in its streets, houses, and even the daily increase of this enormous mass , 
in its situation , as the Irishman said, Lon- but^they may be all resolved into the grand 
don is now gone out of town What 1 left source of luxury and corruption About five- 
open fields, producing hay and corn, I now and-twenty years ago, very few even of the 
find covered with streets and squares, and most opulent citizens of London kept any 
palaces and churches } am credibly inform- equipage* or even any servants in livery. 
od, that, in the space of seven years, eleven Tbeir tables produced nothing but plam boil- 
Ihousand new houses have been built in one ed and roasti^, with a bottle of port and a 
<juarter of Westminster, exclusive of what is tankard of beer \t present, every trader m 
daily added to other parts of this unwieldly any degree of credit, every broker and attor- 
metropolis Pimlico and Knightsbndge are ney, maintains a couple of footmen, a coach- 
now almost joined lo Chelsea and Kcnsii^- man, and postilion He has his town-house 
ton , and, if this infatuation continues for and bis country-house, his coach and his 
half a century, I suppose the whole county post-chnise liis wife and daughters appear 
of Middlesex will be covered with brick m the richest stuffs, bespangled with dia- 

It niufct he allowed, indeed, for the credit monds They frequent the court, the opera, 
of the present age, that London and West- the theatre, and the masquerade They hold 
minster are much better paved and lighted assemblies at their own houses , they make 
than they were formerly The new streets sumptuous entertainments, and treat with 
arc spacious, regular, and airy, and the the richest wines of Bourdeaux, Burgundy, 
houses generally convenient The bridge at and Champagne Tne substantial trades- 
Blackfriars is a noble monument of taste and man, who wont to pass his evenings at the 
public spirit — I wonder how they stumbled ale-house for four-pence Iialfpenny, now 
upon a work of such magnificence and utili- spends three shillings at the tavern, while 
ty But, notwithstanding these improve- his wife keeps card-tables at home, she 
ments, the capital is become an ovei^own must also have fine clothes, her chaise, or 
monster , which, like a dropsical head, will pad. With country lodgings, a.nd go three 
IK time leave the body and extremities with- times a- week to public diversions Every 
out nourifahraent and support The absurd- clerk, apprentice, and even i^ter of a ta- 
lly will appear m its tull force, when we vem or coffee-house, maintains a gelding by 
consider, that one sixth part of the natives himself or in partnership, and assumes the 
of this whole extensive kingdom is crowded air aild apparel of a petit maitre The gay- 
within the bills of mortality. What wonder est places of public entertainment are filled 
that our villages are depopulated, and our with fashionable 'figures, whwdj, upon inquiry, 
farms m want of day-labourers » The aboli- will be found to be journeymen tailors, serv- 
tion of small farms is but one cause of the ing<^nien, and ab|gail&, disjgfuised like their 
decrease of population Indeed, the inefedi- betters. 

ble increase of horses and black cattle, to an- In short, Is no distinction or subor- 
bwer the purposes of luxury, requires a pro- donation left. ^ The diffei^nt departments of 
digious quantity of hay and grass, which are life are ^tunhled together. The hod-camer, 
raised and managed without much labour; the hvf mechanic, the tipster, the publican, 
but a number of hands will always be wanted the stopkeoper, the pettifogger, the citizen, 
for the different branches of agncultore, 9Md alttre^dupon the ktbea of one 

whether the farms be large or small The another ^ actuated by the demd(N of profli- 
lide of luxury has swept all the inhabitants gacy and licentiousness, they are seen every 
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where rambling, riding, rolling, rushing, josU 
Img, mixing, bouncing, cracking, and crash- 
ing, in one vile ferment of stupidity and cor- 
ruption All IB tumult and huny One 
would imagine they were impelled by some 
disorder of the brain, that will not suffer them 
to be at rest The foot-passexigeis run along 
as if they were pursued by bailiffs , the por- 
ters and chairmen trot with their burdens 
People, who keep their own equipi^s, drive 
through the streets at full speed Even qiti<« 
zens, physicians, and apothecaries, glide in 
their chanots like lightning The hackney- 
coachmen make their horses smoke, and the 
pavement shakes imder them, and 1 have 
actually seen a wagon pass through Picca- 
dilly at the hand-gallop In a word, the 
whole nation seems to bo running out of 
their wits 

The diversions of the times are not ill* 
suited to the genius of this incongruous mon- 
ster called the public Give it noise, con- 
fusion, glare and glitter, it has no idea of 
elegance and propnety What are the amuse- 
ments at Ranelagh One half of the com- 
pany are following one another’s tails, in an 
eternal circle, like so many blind asses m an 
olive mill, where they can neither discourse, 
distinguish, nor be distinguished ; while the 
other lialf are drinking hot water, under the 
denomination of tea, till nine or ten o’clock 
at night, to keep them awake for the rest of 
the evening As for the orchestra, the vocal 
music especially, it is well for the performers 
that they cannot be heard distmclly Vaux- 
hall IS a composition of baubles, overcharged 
with paltry ornaments, ill-conceivcd, and 
poorly executed, without any unity of dqsign, 
or propnety of disposition. It is an unna- 
tural assemblage of objects, fantastically illu- 
minated m broken masses, seemingly con- 
trived to dazzle the eyes and divert the im- 
agination of the vulgar Here a wooden lion, 
there a stone statue , in one place, a range 
of things like coffee4iousc boxes covered 
a-top, in another, a parcel of aj^-house 
benches , in a third, a puppet-show repre- 
sentation of a tin cascade, in a fourth, a 
gloomy cave of a circular form, like a sepul- 
chral vault, half lighted , in a fifth, a scanty 
slip of groas-plot, that would not afford pas- 
ture sufficient for an ass’s colt The wdks, 
which nature seems to have intended &r so- 
litude, shade and silence, are filled with 
crowds of noisy people, sucking up the noc- 
turnal rheums of an aguish climate, and 
through these gay scenes a few lamps ghm- 
mer, like so many farthing candles. 

When 1 see a number of well-dressed peo- 
ple, of both sexes, sitting on the covered 
benches, exposed to the eyes of the mob, and, 
whicli 18 worse, to the cold, raw, mgbt air, 
devouring sliced beef, and swilling port, and 
punch, and cider, 1 can’t help compassion- 
ating thei# temerity, while I despise then 
want of taste and decorum , but when they 


course along those damp and gloomy walks, 
or crowd together upon the wet gravel, with- 
out any other cover than the cope of heaven, 
listening to a song, which one half of them 
cannot possibly hear, how can I help suppos- 
mg they are actually possessed by a spirit 
more absurd and pernicious than any thing 
we meet with in the precincts of Bedlam * 
In all probability, the proprietors of this and 
other public gardens of infenor note, in the 
skiijs of the metropolis, are, in some shape, 
connected with the faculty of physic, and 
the company of undertakers , for, consider- 
ing that eagerness m the pursuit of what is 
culed pleasure, which now predominates 
through every rank and denomination of life, 
I am persuaded that more gouts, rheuma- 
tisms, catarrhs, and consumptions are caught 
in these nocturnal pastimes, sub dto^ than 
from all the risks and accidents to winch a 
hie of toil and danger is exposed 
These, and other observations which I 
have made in this excursion, will shorten my 
stay m London, and send me back with a 
double relish to my solitude and mountains , 
but I shall return by a different route from 
that which brought me to town I have seen 
some old friends, who constantly reside in 
this virtuous metropolis , but they are so 
changed m manners and disposition, that we 
hard^ know or care for one another In our 
journey from Bath, my sister Tabby pro- 
voked me into a transport of passion, during 
which, like a man who has drank himseli 
pot-valiant, 1 talked to her in such a style 
of authority and resolution, as pioduceil a 
most blessed effect She and her dog have 
been remarkably quiet and orderly ever smeo 
this expostulation How long tins agreeable 
calm will last, heaven above kno\v« 1 flat- 
ter myself the exercise of travelling has been 
of service to my health, a cirrumstance 
which encourages me to proceed in my pro- 
jected expedition to the north But I must, 
in the mean time, for the benefit and amuse- 
ment of my pupils, explore the depth of tins 
chaos, this misshapen and monstrous capital, 
without head or tail, members or proportion 
Thomas w^as so insolent to my sister on 
the road, that I wa<i obliged to turn him off 
abruptly, betwixt Chipponliam and Marlbo- 
rough, where our coacli was overturned 
The fellow was always sullen and selfish , 
but if he should return to the country, you 
may give him a character for honesty and 
sobriety , and, provided he behaves with 
proper respect tp the family, let lum have a 
couple of guineas in the name of yours, 
always, MATT BRAMBLE 

Londout May 29 


To Miss Ljetiti A Willis, at Gloucestfr 

Mt Dear Lftty, — ^Inexpressible was the 
pleasure 1 received from \ours of the 25th, 
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which was last night put into my hands by Mrs fro , and below the three bridges such a pro- 
Brentwood, the milliner, from Gloucester I digious forest of masts, for miles together, 
rejoice to hear that my worthy governess is that you would think all the ships in the 
in good health, and still more, that she no universe were here assembled All that you 
longer retains any displeasure towards her read of wealth and grandeur, in the Arabian 
poor Liddy I am sonry you have lost the Nights Entertainments, and the Persian 
society of the agreeable Miss Vaughan, but Tales, concerning Bagdad, Diarbekir, Da- 
I hope you wona have cause much longer to mascus, Ispahan, and Samarcand, is here 
regret the departure of your school-corn- realised 

pdtiions, as I make no doubt but your parents Ranelagh looks like the enchanted palace 
will, in a little tune, bring vou into •the of a genu, adorned with the most exquisite 
woild, where you are so well quahfied to performances of painting, carving, and gild- 
inako a distin^ished figure When that is ing, enlightened with a thousand golden 
the rase, I natter myself you and I shall lamps, that emulate the noon-day sun, 
meet again, and be happy tO|^ther, and even crowded with the mat, the rich, the gay, 
^improve the friendship which we contracted the happy, and the fair , glittering with cloth 
in our tender years This at least I can of gold and silver, lace, embroidery, and pre- 
promisc, It shall not be for the want cf my clous stones While these exulting sons 
utmost endeavours, if our intimacy does not and daughters of fehcitv tread this round of 
continue for life pleasure, or regale in different parties and 

About five days ago we arrived in Lon- separate lodges, with fine imperial tea and 
don, after an easy journey from Bath , dur- other delicious refreshments, their ears are 
ing which, however, we \\ ere overturned, entertamed with the most ravishing delights 
and met with some other little incidents, of music, both instrumental and vocal There 
which had like to have occasioned a misun- 1 heard the famous Tenducci, a thing from 
dorstandmg betwixt my uncle and aunt but Italy It looks for all the world like a man, 
now , thank God, they are happily reconciled , though they say it is not The voice, to be 
wp live in harmony together, and every day sure, is neither man^s nor woman's, nut it 
make parties to see the wonders of this vast is more melodious than either , and it war- 
metropolis, which, however, I cannot pretend bled so divinely, that, while I listened, I 
to describe , for I have not as yet seen one really thought myself in paradise 
himdrrdth part of its curiosities, and I am At nme o'clock, in a charming moon-light 
quite in a maze of admiration ^ evening, we embarked at Ranelagh for 

The cities of London and Westminster Vauxhalt, in a wherry, so light and slender, 
are spread out to an mcrediblc extent The that we looked like so many fairies sailing in 
streets, squjires, rows, lane ind alleys, are a nut-shell My uncle, being apprehensive 
innumerable Palaces, public buildings, and of catching cold upon the water, went round 
churches, rise in every quarter, and, amongst m the coach, and my aunt would have ac- 
these last, St Paul’s appears with the most corapanied him, but lie would not suffer me 
astonislung pre-eminence They say it is to go by water if &ho went by land, and 
not so large as St Peter’s at Rome , but, for therefore she favoured us with her compari} , 
my ow n part, I can have no idea of any as she perceived I had a curiosity to make 
earthly temple more grand and magnifi- this agreeable voyage After all, the vessel 
c ent was sufiiciently loaded , for, besides the wa- 

But even these superb objects are not so termen, there was my brother Jerry, and a 
<^trikmg as the crowds of people that swarm friend of Ins, one Mr Barton, a country gen- 
111 the streets I at first imagined that some tleinan, of a good fortune, who had dined at 
great assembly was just dismissed, and want- our house The pleasure of this little excur- 
ed to stand aside till the multitude should sion was, however, damped, by ray being 
pass , but this human tide continues to flow , sadly frighted at our landing, where there 
without interruption or abatement, from was a terrible confusion of whemes, and a 
morn to night Then there is such an infinity crowed of people bawling, and svveanng, and 
of gay equipages, coaches, chariots, chaises, quarrfllmg , nay, a parcel of ugly-looknig 
and other carnages, continually rolling and fellows came running mto the water, and 
shifting before your eyes, that one's head laid hold pn our boat with great violence, to 
grows giddy looking at them , and the ima- pull it ashore , nor would they quit their 
gmation is quite confounded with splendour hold, till ifiy brother struck one of ^em over 
and variety Nor is the prospect by water the bead with his cane But this flutter was 
^ less grand and astonislung than that by fully recompensed by the pleasures of Vau\- 
* land you see three stupendous bridges, hall, which I no sooner entered, than I wa^ 
joining the opposite banks of a broad, deep, dazzled and confounded with the variety of 
and rapid river , so vast, so stately, so ele- beauties that rushed all at once upon my 
gant, that they seem to be the work of the eye Image to yourpelf, my dear IjettVt a 
giants betwixt them, the whole surface of spacious garden, part laid out in delightful 
the Thames is covered with small vessels, walks, bounded with high hedges and trees, 
barges, boats, and wherries, passing to and and pa/ed with gravel , part exhibiting a 
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wonderful assemblage of the most picturesque of the hair-dresser) who stuffed my head with 
and stnkingr objects, pavilions, lod^s, groves, as much black wool as would have made a 
grottos, lawns, temples, and cascades , por-> qtulted petticoat , and, after all, it was the 
tiros, colonnades, and rotundas, adoiHed smallest head in the assembly, except my 
with pillars, statues, and paintings the aunt’s She (to be sure) was so particulai 
whole illuminated with an infinite number of with her rumpt gown and petticoat, her 
lamps, disposed in different figures of suns, scanty curls, her lappet head, deep triple 
stars, and constellations ; the place crowded rufiles and high stays, that every body looked 
With the gayest company^ ranging though at her with surprise , some whispered and 
those blissful shades, 6r supping, in diflerent some tittered , and Lady Griskin, by whom 
lodges, on cold collations, enlivened with we avere introduced, flatly told her she was 
mirth, freedodi, and good humour, And am- twenty good years behind the fashion 
mated by an excellent band of music Ijady Griskin is a person of fashion, to 
Among the vocal perfprmers, 1 had the hap- whom we have the honoin to be related 
piness to hear the celebrated Mrs — ■ , She keeps a small route at her own house, 
whose voice was so loud and so shrill, that never exceeding ten or a dozen card-tables? , 
It made my head ache« through excess of hut these are frequented by the best company 
pleasure m town She has been so obliging as to m- 

In about half an hour after we arrived, troduce my aunt and me to some of her 
we were joined by uncle, who did not particular friends of quality, who treat ub 
seem to relish the place People of expo- with the most fiirailiar good-humour , we 
rience and infirmity, my dear Letty, see have once dined with her, and she takes th€^ 
with very different eyes from those that trouble to direct ps m all our motions 1 am 
such as you and I make use of Our even- so happy as to have gamed her good-will to 
mg’s entertainment was interrupted by an such a degree, that she sometimes adjusts 
unlucky accident In one of the remotest my cap with her own hands and she has 
walks, we were surprised with a sudden given me a kind invitation to stay with her 
shower, that set the whole company a-run- all the winter This, howe\er, has been 
ning, and drove us in heaps, one upon an- cruelly declined by my uncle, who seems to 
other, into the rotunda , whore my uncle, be (I know not how) prejudiced against the 
finding himself wet, began to be very peevish, good lady for, whenever my aunt happens 
and urgent to be gone My brother went to to speak m her commendation, I observe 
look for the coach, and found it with much that he makes wry faces, though he says 
difficulty , but as it could not hold us all, Mr nothing— perhaps, indeed, these grimaces 
Barton staid behind It was some time be- may be the efiect of pain arising from the 
fore the carnage could be brought up to the gout and the rheumatism, with which he is 
gate, m the confusion, notwitlutanding the sadly distrest Tome, however, he is always 
utmost endeavours of our new footman, good-natured and generous, even beyond my 
Humphry Clinker, who lost his scratch pen- wish Since we came hither, he has made 
wig, and got a broken head in the scuffic me a present of a suit of clothes, with 
The moment we were seated, nw aunt pulled trimmings and laces, which cost more mo- 
off my uncle’s shoes, and carefully wrapped ney than I shall mention and Jerry, at his 
his poor feet in her capuchin , tlien she desire, has given me my mother’s diamond 
gave him a mouthful of cordial, w hich she drops, which are ordered to be set anew , 
always keeps in her pocket, and his clothes so that it won’t be his fault if I do not glitter 
were shifted as soon as we amved at our among the stars of the fourth or fifth magni- 
lodgings , so that, blessed be God, he escaped tude I wish my weak head may not grow' 
a severe cold, of w hich he was in great giddy m the midst of all this gallantry and 
terror dissipation though as yet I can safely de 

As for Mr Barton, 1 must tell you in con^ ciare, I could gladly give up all these tumul- 
fidence, he was a little particular , but, per- tuous pleasures for country solitude, and a 
haps, I mistake his complaisance , and I happy retreat with those we love , among 
wish I ma>, for his sake You kno«v the whom my dear Willis will always possess 
condition of my poor heart ; which, in spite the first place in the breast of her ever affec- 
of hard usage — and yet I ought not to com- tionate LYDIA MELFORD 

plain-<^nor will I, till farther information London, May 31 
Besides Eanelagh and VauxbaH, I have 
been at Mrs Gomelly’s assembly, which, for * 

the rooms, the company, the dresses and To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart Jesus 
decorations, surpasses aB descnption^ hut Collbob, Oxon 

as I have no great turn for card-playihg, I 

have not yet entered thoroughly into thespi* Dbar Phillips, — I send you this letter, 
rit of the place Indeed, I am still such a franked by our old friend Barton, who is as 
country hoyden that I could hardly find pa- much altered as it was possible for a man 
tience to bo put in a condition to appear, of his kidney to be Instead of the careless 
yet I was not above six hours under the hands indolent sloven we knew at Oxford, 1 found 
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him a busy talkative politician , a fetit mau 
tre in his dress, and a ceremonious courtier 
in his manners He has not pdl enough m 
his constitution to be mflamed with the ran<- 
cour of party, so as to deal in scurrilous in- 
vectives but since he obtained a place, he 
18 become a warm partizan of the ministry , 
and sees every thing through such an exag- 
gerating medium, as to me, who am happily 
of no party, is altogether incomprehensible 
Without all doubt, the fumes of faction not 
only disturb the faculty of reason, but also 
pervert the organs of sense , and 1 would 
lay an hundred guineas to ten, that, if Barton 
on one side, and the most conscientious pa* 
triot in the opposition on the other, were to 

draw, upon honour, the picture of the k 

or m , }ou and I, who die still unn- 

iceted and unbiassed, would find both paint- 
ers equally distant from the truth One 
thing, however, must be allowed, for the 
honour of Barton, he never breaks out into 
illiberal abuse, far less endeavours, by infa- 
mous calumnies, to blast the moral character 
ot any individual on the other side 
Ever since we came hither, he has been 
remarkably assiduous in his attention to our 
family , an attention which, in a man of hia 
indolence and avocations, 1 should ha\e 
thought altogether odd, and even unnatural, 
had 1 not perceived that my sister Liddy has 
*madc some impression upon his heart 1 can^t 
say that I have any objection to his -frying 
1)13 toitune in this pursuit If aii opulent 
estate, and a great stock of ^od-nature, are 
'sufficient qualihcations in a husband, to ren- 
der the marriage state happv for life, she 
may be happy with Barton , but, I imagine, 
♦here is something else required to engage 
mil secure the affection of a woman of sen«?e 
and deluacy — ^something which nature has 
denied our friend Liddy seems to be of the 
same opinion When he addresses himself 
to her m discourse, she seems to listen with 
reluctance, and industriously avoids all par- 
ticulai communication , but m proportion to 
her coyness, our aunt is cunning Mrs 
Tabitba^ocs more than half-way to meet his 
'advances, she mistakes, or affects to mistake, 
the meaning of his courtesy, which is rather 
formal and fulsome , she returns his compli- 
ments with hyperbolical interest , she per- 
secutes him with her civilities at table , she 
appeals to him for ever in conversation , she 
sighs and flirts and ogles , and, by her hide- 
oi7s affectation and impertinence, drives the 
poor courtier to the very extremity of his 
complaisance in short, s)ie seems to have 
undertaken the siege of Barton’s heart, and 
carries on her approaches in such a desperate 
manner, that I don’t know whether he will 
not be obliged to capitulate In the mean 
time, his aversion to this inamorata, strug- : 
gling with his acquired affability, and his j 
natural fear of giving offence, throws him 
5 N* 75* 
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into a kind of distress which is extremely 
ridiculous 

Two days ago, he persuaded my uncle and 
me to accompany him to St James’s, where 
he undertook to make us acquainted with 
the persons of all the great men in the king- 
dom , and, indeed, there was a great assem- 
blage of distinguished characters, for it was 
a high festival at court Our conductor per- 
formed his promise with great punctualit} 
He pointed out almost every individual of 
both sexes, and generally introduced them 
to our notice with a ffounsh of panegyric 
Seeing the king approach, — “There comes,” 
said he, “the most amiable sovereign that 
ever swayed the sceptre of England , the 
Adictm humam generis, Augustus in patron- 
ising merit, Titus \ espas^an in generosity, 
Trajan in beneficence, and Marcus Aurelius 
m philosophy ” “ A very honest, kind- 

hearted gentleman,” added my uncle , “ he’s 
too good for the times A king of England 
should hav c a spice of the devil in his com- 
position ” Barton then turning to the Duke 

of C , proceeded, — “ You know the duke , 

that illustrious hero, who trod rcbeMion under 
his feet, and secured us m possession of ev ery 
thing vve ought to hold dear as Englishmen 
and Christians Mark what an eye, how 
penetrating, yet pacific ’ what dignity in his 
mien ’ what humanity in his aspect ♦ Even 
malice must own that he is oneot the great- 
est officers in Christendom ” “ I think he 
be,” said Mr Bramble , “ but who arc tlie^so 
voung gentlemen that stand beside hiia 
“Those’” cried our friend, “those are In's 
rojal nephew^s, the princes of the blood 
Sweet joung princes’ the sacred pledges 
of the protestant line , so spirited, so sensi- 
ble, so princely — ” * Yes, very sensible ' 
very spirited said my uncle, interrupting 
him , “ but see the queen ’ ha ’ there’s the 
queen ’ there’s the queen ' let me see — let 
me see — ^wherc are my glasses t — ha' tlieic’s 
meaning m that eye — ^there sentiment— 
there’s expression Well, Mr Barton, what 
figure do you call next ’” The next person 
lie pointed out was tlie favounte yearl, wlio 
stood solitary by one of the windows “ Be- 
hold }on northern star,” said he, shorn 
\ of his ieamA— ” “ What ! the Caledonian 

j luminary, that lately blazed so bright in our 
hemisphere ’ Methmks st present it glim- 
mers through a fbg, like Saturn, without his 
ring, bleak, and dim, and distant— ha, there’s 
the other great phenomenon, the grand pen- 
sionary, that weather-cock of patriotism, that 
veers about in every point of the politic al 
compass, and still feels the wind of popu- 
larity in hjs tail He, too, like a portentous 
1 comet, has risen ogam above the court hori- 
zon ; but how long he will continue to as- 
cend, It is not easy to foretell, considering 
his gi’eat eccentricity — Who are those two 
satelutes that attend his motions When 
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Barton told him their names,— “To their 
character,” said Mr Bramble, ** I am no 
stranger One of them, without a drop of 
red blood in his veins, hto a col4 intoiiicat4ii|f 
vapour m his head, and ranoeur toough m 
his heart to inoculate imd affect the vo^litde 
nation The other is ({ hear) intended for 
a share in the admimstreiith^, ahd the pen- 
sionary vouches fbr hia hemg duly qualified 
The only instance 1 ever hoard of his saga- 
city, was his odeserting his former patron, 
when he found him declining in power, and 
in disgrace with the people Without pnn,> 
ciple, talent, or mtdhgence, he is ungracious 
as a hog, greedv as a vulture, and thievish 
as a jai(»daw , but, it must be owned, he is 
no hypocrite. He pretends to no virtue, and 
takes no pains to disguise his character 
His ministry will be attended with one ad- 
vantage , no man will be disappointed by his 
breach of promise, as po mortal ever trusted 

to his word I Wonder how Lord 

first discovered this happy < genius, and for 
what purpose Lord —— has now adopted 
him but one would think, that as amber 
lias a power to attract dirt, and straws, and 
chaff, a mmister is endued with the same 
kind of faculty, to hek vp every knave and 
blockhead tn his His eulogium was 

interrupted by the arrival of the old duke of 
who, aquecsing into the circle with 
a busy face of importance, thrust his bead 
into every countenance, as if he had been in 
search of somebody to whom he wanted to 
impart something of great consequence My 
uncle, who had been formerly known to him, 
bowed as he passed , and the duke, seeing 
himself saluted so respectfully by a well- 
dressed person, was not slow in returning 
the courtesy He even came up, and, taking 
him by the hand, — “My dear friend, Mr 
A—-,” said he “ I am rejoiced to see you 
How long have you been come from abroad 
How did you leave our good friends the Dutch'^ 
The king of Prussia don’t think of another 
war, ah'* He’s a great king* a great con- 
^eror ' a very great conqueror'* Your Alex- 
anders and Hanmbals were nothing at all to 
him, sir— corporals, drummers ' dross \ mere 
trash— damn’d trash, heb **” His grace being 
by this tune out of breath, my uncle took the 
opportunity to tell him he had not bee%out 
of England, that his name was BramMe, and 
that he had the honour to sit in the last par- 
liament but one of the late king, as repre- 
sentative for the borough of Byrnkymraig. 
“ Odso cned the duke, “ I rememoer you 
perfectly wefi, my dear Mr Bramble— you was 
always a gqod and loyal suDoect— a ataaneb 
fnena to adiii|DiBtration---l made your brother 
an Imb toahop-^” “ Pardon me, my lord/^ 
said the sqfuire, “ 1 once had a brother, but 
he was q;:eapta]a m the army—” “ Ha 
said his grace* was so— he was indeed : 
but Who was the bishop then'* Bishop 


Blackberry — sure it was Bishop Blackberry 
— ^perhaps some relation ot yours — ” “ Very 
like, my lord,” replied my uncle, “ the black- 
herry is the fruit of the bramble — ^but 1 be- 
the bishop is not a berry of our bush—” 

“ No more he is, no more he is, ha, ha, ha *” 
exclaimed the duke, “ there you give me a 
scratch, good Mr Bramble, ha, ha, ha* — 
well, I shall be glad to see you at Lincoln’s- 
mn-heids— you know the way— times an 
alterea Though 1 have lost the power, i 
retain the inclination — ^your very Immbk 
servant; good Mr Blackberry ” So saying, 
he shoved to another corner of the room 
“ What a fine old gentleman *” cried Mr 
Barton, “ what spirits * what a memory ' he 
never forgets an old fnend ” “ He does me 
too much honour,” observed our squire, “ to 
rank me among the number Whilst I eat 
in parliament, 1 never voted with the minis- 
try but three tunes, when my conscience 
told me they were in the right , however, il 
be still keeps levee, I will carry my nephew 
thither, that lie may see and learn to avoid 
the scene , for I think an English gentleman 
never appears to such disadvantage as nt 
the levee of a minister Of his grace 1 shall 
say nothing at present, but that tor thirtv 
years he was the constant and common butt 
of ridicule and execration He was gene- 
rally lauglied at as an ape in politics, whose 
office and influence served only to render his 
folly the more notorious , and the opposition 
cursed him as the indefatigable drudge ot a 
first mover, who was justly staled and stig- 
matized as the father of corruption but this 
ndiculqus ape, this renal drudge, no sooner 
lost the places he was so ill qualified to fill, 
and unfui^ed the banners of faction, than he 
was metamorphosed into a pattern of public 
virtue , the very people w»bo re\iled him be- 
fore, now extolled him to the skies, as a 
wise experienced statesman, cliiei pillar ot 
the protestant succession, and corner-stone 
of English liberty, I sliould be glad to know 
how Mr Barton reconciles these contradic- 
tions, without obliging us to resign all title 
to the pnvileges of common sense ” “ Mj ^ 
dear sir,” answered Barton, “ I don’t pretenef 
to justify the extravagancies of the multitude, 
who, I suppose, were as wild in tlieir former 
censure as in their present praise , but 1 shall 
be very glad to attend you on Thursday next 
to his grace’s levee, where, I am afraid, we 
shall not be crowded with company for, you 
know, there’s a wide difference between his 
present office of president of the council, and 
his former post qf first lord commissioner 
of the treasury,” 

This communicative friend having announ- 
ced all the remarkable characters of both 
sexes that appeared at court, we resolved to 
adjourn, and retired At the foot of the stair- 
case there was a crowd of lacqueys and 
chairmen, and m the midst of them stood 
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Humpnry Clinker, exalted upon a stoolf with dinary talent to ingputiate himself in this 
his hat in one hand, and a paper m the other, manner with a virago of her character, so 
in the act of holding fo|fth to the people, foitiiied agamat him with prejudice and re- 
Before we could inquire into the meaning of sentment , but the truth is, smce the adven. 
this exhibition, he perceived his master, ture of Salthill, Mrs Tabby seems to be en. 
thrust the paper into his pocket, descended tmely changed She has left off scolding 
from his elevation, bojted through the crowd, the servants, an exercise which was grown 
and brought up the carriage to the gate habitual, and even seemed necessaiy to her 
My uncle said nothing till we were seated, constitution, aim is become so mdifferent to 
when, after having looked at me earnestly Chowder, as to part with him in a present 
for some time, he burst out a^laughmg, and to Lady Gnskm, who proposes to bring the 
asked me if 1 knew upon what su^ect Clmk- breed of him into fashion Her ladyship is 
er was holdmg forth to the mob “ If,*' said tl^e widow of Sir Timothy Gnskm, a distant 
he, ‘‘the fellow is turned mountebank, I relation of our family She enjoys a lomture 
must turn him out of my service, otherwise of five hundred pounds a.ycar, and makes 
he’ll make Merry Andrews of us all ” I Shift to spend three times that sum Her 
observed, that, m all probability, he had character, before marriage, was a little equi- 
studied physic under his master, who was a vocal, but at present she lives in the bon ton, 
farrier keeps card tables, gives pnvate suppers to 

At dinner the squire asked him if he had select fnends, and is visited by persons ol 
ever practised physic** “Yes, an’ please tlie first fashion She has been remarkably 
your honour,” said be, “ among brute beasts , civil to us all, and cultivTites ray uncle with 
but I never meddle with rational creatures ” the most particular regard ; but the more she 
“ I know not whether you rank in that class strokes him, the more his bnstles seem to 
the audience you was haranguing m the court nse To her compliments he makes very 
at St James’s, but I should be glad to know laconic and dry returns T’other day she 
what kind of powders you was distributing, sent us a pottle of hne strawbemes, which 
and whether you had a good sale ” “ Sale, he did not receive without signs of disgust, 
sir,” cried Clinker, “I hope I shall never be muttering from the A3neid, Ttmeo Danao^ 
base enough to sell for gold and silver, what et dona ferentes She has twice called for 
freely comes of God’s grace I distributed Liddy, of a forenoon, to take an ainng in the 
' nothing, an* like your honour, but a word of coach , hut Mrs Tabby was always so alert 
adiice to my fellows in servitude and* sin ” (I suppose by his direction), that she never 
“ Advice ’ concerning w hat “ Concern- could have the niece without the aunt’s com- 

ing profane swearing, an’ please your hon- pany I have endeavoured to sound Square- 
our, so horrid and shocking, that it made toes on this subject, but he carefully avoid b 
my hair stand on end ” “ Nay, if thou cai st all explanation 

cure them of that disease, I shall think thee I have now, dear Phillips, filled a wdiole 
a wonderful doctor, indeed ” “ Why not sheet, and, if you have read it to an end, I 
cure them, my good master’ the hearts of dare say you areas tired as your humble ser- 
those poor people arc not bo stubborn as your vant, J MELFORD 

honour seems to think Make them *first London June 2 
sensible that you have nothmg in view but 
their good, then they will listen with patience, 

and easily be convinced of the sm and folly To Doctor Lewis 

of a practice that affords neither profit nor 

pleasure ” At this remark our uncle changed Yes, Doctor, I have seen the British Mu- 
colour, and looked round the company, con- seum, which is a noble collection, and even 
' bCious that hts own withers were not alto^ stupendous, if we consider it was made by a 
frether unwruns “But, Clinker,” said he, pnvate man, a plwsician, who was obliged 
“if you shoula have eloquence enough to to make his own fortune at the same time , 
persuade the vulgar to resign those tropes bul> great as the collection is, it would ap- 
and figures of rhetoric, there will be little or pear more stnkmg if it was arranged in one 
nothing left to distinguish their conversation spacious saloon, instead of being divided 
from that of tlieir betters ” “ But, then, into different departments, which it does not 

your honour knows, their conversation will entirely fill I could wish the senes of me- 
be void of offence, and at the day of judge- dais w'os connected, and the whole of the 
ment there will be no distinction t)f persons.” ariimal, ve^taMe, and mineral kingdoms 
Humphry going down stairs to fetch up a completed, by adding to each, at the public 
bottle of wine, my uncle congratulated his expense, those that wanting It 

Bister upon having such a reformer m the would likewise he a great improvement, with 
family, when Mrs Tabitha dechred he was tespecttotheJjbraiy, if the deficiencies were 
a sober, civilized fellow, very respectful, and made up by purchasing all the books of clia- 
very indostnous , and she believed a good racter that are nht to be found already in the 
Christian into the bargain One would think collection They might be classed m cen- 
Clinker must really have some very extraor- tunes, according to the dates of their publi- 
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cation, and catalogrues pnnted of them and 
the manuscripts, for the information of those 
that virant to consult or compile fW>m each 
authorities 1 could also fbr the hon* 
our of the nation, that there was a complete 
apparatus for a course of mathematics, me- 
chanics, and experimental pfadosophy ; and 
a good salary settled upon im able professor, 
who should give regular lAtures on these 
su^ects 

But this is all idle speculation, which will 
never be reduced to practice Oonsidenng 
the temper of the times, it is a wonder to see 
any institution whatsoever established for 
the benefit Oftiie public The spint of party 
16 risen to a kind of frenzy, unknown to for- 
mer ages, or rather degenerated to a total 
extinction of honesty and candour You 
know 1 have observed, for some time, that 
the public papers are become the infamous 
vehicles of the most cruel and perfidious de« 
famation Every rancorous knave, every des- 
perate mcendiaiy, that can afford to spend 
lialf-a-crown or three shilhngs, may skulk 
behind the press of a newsmonger, and have 
a stab at the first character m the kingdom, 
without running the least hazard of detection 
or punishment 

1 have made acquaintance with a Mr Bar- 
lon, whom Jerry knew at Oxford, a good 
sort of man^ though most ridiculously warped 
in his political principles , but hie partiality 
IS the less ofibnsive, as it never appears in 
the style of scurnlity and abuse He is a 
member of parliament, and a retainer to the 
court , and his whole conversation turns upon 
the virtues and perfections of the ministers 
who are his patrons. T’other day, when he 
was bedaubing one of those worthies with 
the most fulsome praise, I told him I had 
seen the same nobleman characterized very 
differently m one of the daily papers , in- 
deed, BO stigmatized, that if one half of what 
was said of him was true, he roust be not 
only unfit to rule, but even unfit to live, 
that those impeachments had been repeated 
again and again, with the addition of fresh 
matter , and that, as he had taken no steps 
towards his own vindication, I began to think 
there was some foundation for the charge 
“And pray, sir,” said Mr Barton, “what 
steps would you hate him take Suppese 
you should prosecute the publisher, who’ 
screens the anonymous accuser, and bring 
him to the pillory for a libel , this is so fiir 
from being counted a punishment %n terroremt ; 
that It wul probably make his fortune* The 
multitude immediately take him into their 
pTOte«t|<M!, as a martyr to the cause of de- 
faraatum, which they hate always espoused* , 
They fine, they contribute' to the in- 

crease of stock, his shop IS crowded wi^ 
customenffi, and th6 sale of his paper rises 
proportion to the scandal it contains All 
this time the prosecutor is inveighed against 
as a tyrant and oppressor, for havmg chosen 


to proceed by the way of information, which 
16 deemed a gnevance but if he lays an ac- 
tion for damages, he must prove the damage 
and I leave you to judge, whether a gentle- 
man’s character may not be broi^ht into 
contempt, and all his views m life blasted by 
c4umny, without his bemg able to specify 
the particulars of the damage he has sus- 
tained 

“ This spint of defamation is a kind of 
heresy, That thnves under persecution The 
liberty of the frees is a term of great effica- 
cy , and, like that of the protestant religion, 
has often served the purposes of sedition A 
minister, therefore, must arm himself with 
patience, and bear those attacks without re- 
pining Whatever mischief they may do in 
other respects, they certainly contribute, in 
one particular, to the advantage of govern- 
ment, for those defamatory articles have 
multiplied papers in such a manner, and aug- 
mented their sale to such a degree, that the 
duty upon stamps and advertisements has 
made a very considerable addition to the re- 
venue “ Certain it is, a gentleman’s honour 
IS a very delicate subject to be handled by a 
jury, composed of men who cannot be sup- 
posed remarkable either for sentiment or im- 
partiality In such a case, indeed, the de- 
fendant is tried, not only by his peers, but 
also by hts party , and I really think that, of 
all patriots, he is the most resolute, who e\- * 
poses himself to such detraction for the sake 
of his country If, from the ignorance or 
partiality of juries, a gentleman can have no 
redress from law for being defamed m a pam- 
phlet or newspaper, I know but one other 
method of proceeding against the publisher, 

I which 18 attended with some risk, but has 
been practised successfully, more than once, 
m my remembrance A regiment of horse 
was represented, in one of the newspaper-^, 
as having misbehaved at Dettingen , a cap- 
tain of that regiment broke the publisher’s 
bones, telling him, at the same time, if be 
went to law, he should certainly have tJie 
like salutation from every officer of the corps 
Governor — — took the same satisfaction 
on the nbs of an author, who traduced him by 
name in a periodical paper 1 know a low 
fellow df the same class, who, being turned 
out of Venice for his impudence and scurrili- 
ty, retired to Lugano, a town of the Grisons 
(a free people, God wot), where he found a 
printing-press, from whence he squirted his 
, filth at some respectable characters in the 
republic which he bad been obliged to aban- 
don Some of these, finding him out of the 
! reach of legal chastisement, employed cer- 
tain udefiil instriimentB, such as may be found 
In all countries, to give him the bastinado , 
which being repeated more than once, effec- 
tually stopped the current of his abuse 

As for the liberty of the press, like every 
I other privilege, it must be restrained within 
i certain bounds, for, if it is carried to a breach 
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of law, religion, and chanty, it becomes one 
of the greatest evils tbi^t evelr annoyed a 
community If the lowest niffian may stab 
your good name with impumty^ m En^^and, 
will you be so uncandid as to exdbtim against 
Italy for the practice of comn^n assassina* 
tion** To what pqrpae is pur pronerty 
secured, if our moral character is ten de- 
fenceless ^ People, thus baited, grow despe- 
rate , and the despair of beihg abk to preserve 
one’s character untainted bv such \eftim, 
produces a total neglect or fiune, so that 
one of the chief incitements to the practice 
ot virtue IS ^ctually destroyed ” 

Mr Bartoini last consideration, respecting 
the stamp duty, is equally wise and laudable 

* with another maxim which has been long 
adopted by our financiers, namely, to connive 
dt drunkenness, not, and dissipation, because 
thev enhance the receipt of the excise , not 
loflecting that, m providing this temporary 
c oiivenience, they are destroymg the morals, 
health, and industiy of the people Not- 
withstanding my contempt for those who 
fi.ittcr a minister, I think there is something 
btill more despicable in flattering a mob 
When 1 see a man of birth, education and 
fortune, put himself on a level with the dregs 
of the people, mingle with low mechanics, feed 
w ith them at the same board, and drink with 
them in the same cUp, flatter their prejudices, 
harangue m praise of their virtues, expose 
himself to the belchings of their beer, i,tbe 
fumes of their tobacco, the grossness of their 
familiarity, and the impertinence of their 
conversatiqn, 1 cannot help despising him as 
u man guilty of the vilest prostitution, in or- 
der to effect a purpose equally selfish and il- 
liberal 

I should renounce politics the more will- 
ingly, if I could find other topics of conver- 
sation discussed with more modesty and 
candour but the demon of party seems to 
have usurped every department of life Even 
the world of literature and taste is divided 
into the most virulent factions, which revile, 
decry and traduce the works of one another 
Yesterday I went to return an afternoon’s 
wbit to a gentleman of my acquaintancej at 
whose house I found one of the authors of 
the present age, who has written with some 
success As I had read one or two of his 
performances, which gave me pleasure, I 
w as glad of this opportunity to know his per- 
son but hiB discourse and deportment de- 
stroyed all the impressions w&ch his wri- 
tings had made in fas favour He took iqpon 
him to decide dogmatically upon every sub- 
ject, without deigning to s^w the least 

* cause for his differing from the general 
opinions of mankind, as if it had been oar 
duty to acquiesce in the teas dtxtt of this 
new IVthagoras He rejudged the charac- 
ters of all the principal authors who had 
within a century of the present time , and in 


this revision, paid nd sort of regard to the 
reputation they had acquired. Milton was 
bandi and prosaic , Dry jeoy languid and ver- 
bose, Butler and Bwi^ without humour, 
Coni^ve, without wit; and Popb' destitute 
of any sort of poetical ment As for hie 
contemporanes, ho could hot bear to hear 
one of them mentioned with any degree of 
applause* they were all dunces, pedants, 
plagianes, quacks and imposters , and you 
Could not name a single performance, but 
what was tame, stupid, and insipid It must 
be owned, that this writer had nothing to 
cberge his conscience with on the side of 
flattery, for, 1 understand, he was never 
known to praise one line that was written 
even by those with whom he lived m terms 
of good fellowship This arrogance and pre- 
sumption, m depreciating authors, for whose 
reputation the company may be interested, 
18 such an insult upon the understanding, as 
1 could not bear without wincing 
1 desired to know his reasons for decrying 
some works which had afforded me uncom- 
mon pleasure , and as demonstration did not 
seem to be his talent, 1 dissented from his 
opimon with great freedom Having been 
spoiled by the deference and humility of his 
hearers, he did not bear contradiction with 
much temper , and the dispute might have 
grown warm, had it not been interrupted by 
the entrance of a nval bard, at whose ap- 
pearance he always quits the place They 
are of difl^rent cabals, and have been at open 
war these twenty years If the other was 
dogmatical, this genius was declamatory , he 
did not discourse, but harangue , and his 
orations were equally te^oos and turgid 
He, too, pronounced ex cathedra upon the 
characters of his contemporaries , and though 
he scruples not to deal out praise, even 
lavishly, to the lowest reptile in Grub-street, 
who will either flatter mm in private, or 
mount the public rostrum as hts panegyrist, 
he damns all the other wnters of the age 
w^ith the utmost insolence and rancour One 
IS a blunderbuss, as being a native of Ire- 
land , another a half^starved IpUse of htera- 
ture from the banks of the Tweed , a third, 
an ass, because he eiupys ajiension fi-om 
government, a fourth, wtrei^ angel of dull- 
ness, Jiecause he succeeded in a species of 
writi^ ID which this Anstardniwliad failed , 
a fifth, who presimied te make strictures 
upon one of his perflmnanoes, he as a 

bug m criticism, whdse stench is more offen- 
sive than hiB stiag ^ In short, exc^t him- 
self and has myrmidons, there is not a man 
of leammg or gtmuf in the three kingdoms 
As fe^r the sikcess of those who have wnt- 
ten withcmt the pak of the coi^kderacy, he 
iimmtes it entirely to want of taste in the 
pdblic ; not to the appro- 

bation of that very tasteless public he him- 
self oweb al{ the consequence he has in life 
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Those originals are not fit for conversa^ 
lion If they would maintain the a^wntm 
they had gained by their wntUPig« th^i^md 
never appear bi]d; paper For Ikny part, 
I am shocked to mid a man have opbiime 
ideas in his head, and nothmg hut illiberal 
sentiments in his heart. The human soul 
will generally be found most defbctive m the 
article of candour, I am inclined to think 
no mind was ever wholfy exempt from envy, 
which, perhaps, majr have been implant^ 
as an ipstmot essential to our nature I am 
afhad we sometimes palliate this vice, under 
the Specious name of emulation 1 have 
known a person remarkahiy generous, hu- 
mane, moderate, and apparently self-deny- 
ing, who could not hear even a fiiend com- 
mended, without betraying marks of uneasi- 
ness, as if that commendation had implied 
an odious comparison to his prejudice, and 
every wreath of praise added to the other’s 
character was a garland plucked fVom his 
own temples This is a malignant species 
of jealousy, of which I stand acquitted m 
my own conscience Whether it is a vice 
or an infirmity, I leave you to inquire 

There is another point, which 1 would 
much rather see determined, whether the 
world was always as contemptible as it ap- 
pears to me at present^ If the morals of 
mankind have not contracted an extraordi- 
nary degree of depravity within these thirty 
years, then must 1 be infected with the com- 
mon vice of old men, dtfficilu, querulus, 
laudator temports actt , or, which is more 
probable, tiie impetuous pursuits and avoca- 
tions of youth have formerly hindered me 
from observing those rotten parts of human 
nature, which now appear so ofibnsiyely to 
my observation 

We have been at court and ’change, and 
everywhere, and eveiy where we find food 
for spleen, and subject for ridicule My new 
servant, Humphry Clinker, turns out a 
great original, and Tah^ is a changed 
creature she has parted with Chowdier, 
and does nothing but smile, like Malvolio in 
the play I’ll be hanged if she is not acting 
a part which is not nhtural to her disposi- 
tion, for some purpose which I have not yet 
discovered 

With respect to the characters of^an- 
kind, my curiosity is quite satisfied 1 have 
done with the science of men, and must now 
endeavour to amuse myself with the novelty 
of things I am, at present, by a violent 
fifibit of the mmd, forced from my natural 
bias ; but this power ceasing to a^ I shall 
retu^ to my solitude double velocity 
Svm thing 1 see, and feel, m this 

grdm teiisrvoir of ^^^H&ery, and s^dus- 
ticalMliif contribujpH^mpance ^e value of 
a counjliiy li^ tfl ralffintiments of yomiB, 
always, ^ATT BRAMBLE 

London, Jun€% 


To Mas Mart Jonbs, at Baambleton- 
' Hall 

Dear Molly Jokes,— Lady Gnskin’s bot- 
ler, Mr Crumb, having got Squire Barton to 
fhink me a kiver, 1 woifid not neglect to let 
you know how it is with me, and the rest of 
the family* 1 could not nte by John Thomas, 
for l^ause be went away in a huff, at a min- 
ute’s warning* He and Chowder could not 
agree, so theyfitt upon the road, and Chow- 
der bit his thumb, and he swore he would do 
him a mischief, and he spoke ^ucy to mis- 
tress, whereby the squire turned him ofi* in 
gudgeon, and by God’s providence we 

E icked up anotlier footman, called Umpliry 
Lhnker, — a good sole as ever broke bread , 
which shows, that a scalded cat may prove 
a good mouser, and a hound be staunch, 
thof he has got narro hare on his buttocks , 
but the proudest nose maybe bro’t baor to the 
grmdstone by sickness and misfortunes 
O Molly I what shidl I say of London 
All the towns that ever I belaid in my born 
days are no more than Welsh barrows and 
crumblecks to this wonderfhl sitty ' Even 
Bath Itself is but a fillitcb In the name of 
God, one would thmk there’s no end of the 
streets, but the land’s end Then there’s 
such a power of people, going hurry skurry ' 
Such a racket of coxes ' Such a noise and a 
hali-balloo ' So many strange sites to be seen ' 
0 gracious » my poor Wefch brain has been 
spinning like a top ever since 1 came hither ’ 
And I have seen the park, and the paleass of 
Saint Gimscs, and the kings and the queens 
magisterial pursing, and the sweet young 
pnnees, and the hulyfents, and pye-bald-ass, 
and all the rest of the royal family 
Last week I went with mistress to the 
tower, to see the crowns and wild beastis , 
and there was a monstracious bon, with 
teeth half a quarter long , and a gentleman 
bid roe not go near him, if I was’nt a maid , 
being as how he would roar, and tear, and 
play the dickens Now 1 had no mind to 
go near him , for 1 cannot abide such dan- 
gerouB honeymils, not 1 But mistress would 
i;o , and the beast kept such a roanng and 
louncing, that I tho’t he would a broke his 
cage, and devoured us all , and the gentle- 
man tittered forsooth , but I’ll go to death 
upon It, 1 will, that my lady is as good a 
fimhen ak the eluld unborn, and therefore 
either the gentleman told a phib, or the lion 
oft to be set lu the stocks for bearing false 
witness again his neighbour , for the com- 
mandment sayeth, Thou ahalt not boar false 
wUneos o^atn thy neighbour 
I was afterwards of a party at Sadler’s 
Wells, where I saw another such tumbling 
and dancing upon ropes and wires, that I 
Was fnghtened, and ready to go into a fit I 
thought it was all enchantment , and believ- 
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ing myself bewitched, began for to ciy be, dear Mary Jones, yours, with true infec- 
You knows as how the witches in Wales ny tion, WIN. JENKINS 

upon broomsticks , but here was flying with- London^ June 3. , 

out any broomstick, or thing ui the vai^ 
world, and finng of pistdls In the air, and 

blowing of trumpets, and swingings and roll- To Sfi Watkin PniUiijes, Baby, or J esi a 
mg of wheel-barrows upon a wire (Qod bliss College, Oxon 

us ') no thicker than a sewing thread, that, 

to be sure, they must deal with idle devil A Dear Wat,-*-I mentioned in my last, 
flue gentleman with a pig’s tail, and a golden my uncle’s design of going to the Duke ot 
sord by his side, cjame to comflt me^and N— *’s levee, which design has been exe- 
oifered for to treat me with a pint of wind, cuted accordingly. His grace has been so 
but 1 would not stay; and so in going long accustomed to this kind of homage, 
through the dark passage, he began to show that, though the place he liow fills does not 
ins cloven futt, and went for to be rude , my imply the tenth pent of the influence which 
fellow-servant, Umphry Klinker bid him to he exerted in his former office, he has given 
be sivil, and he gave the young man a dowse in his friends to understand, that they cannot 
the chops , but, I’fackins, Mr Klmker wa’n’t oblige bun in any thing more than in contn- 
iong in his debt; with a good oaken saplmghe buting to support the shadow of tliat power 
dusted his douldet, for all his golden cheese- which he no longer retams in substance , and 
S toaster , and flppmg me under his arm, car. therefore he has still public days, on wh.cli 
ried me huom, 1 nose not how, being 1 was they appear at his levee 
in such a fiustration But, thank God ' I’m My uncle and I went thither with Mr Bar- 
now vaned from all such vanities , for what ton, who, being one of the Duke’s adherents, 
are all those rarities and varies to the glo- undertook to be our introducer The room 
Ties that shall be revealed hereafter* O was pretty well filled with people, m a great 
Molly * let not your poor heart be puffed up variety of dress , but there was no more than 
with vanity one gown and cassoc, though 1 am told Ins 

J had almost forgot to tell you, that 1 have grace had, while he was minister, preferred 
had my hair cut and pippered, and singed, almost every individual that now filled tl.e 
and bolstered, and buckled in the newest bench of bishops in the house of lords bur, 
fi^shion, by a French freezer — Parley vow m all probability, the gratitude of the cler^rv 
Francey — Vee MadmanseU — I now carries is like their charity, which shuns the light 
my head higher than arrow private gentle- Mr Barton was immediately accosted by a 
woman of vales Last night, coming huom person well stricken m years, tall and raw- 
from the meeting, J was taken, by lamp light, boned, with a hook.nose and an arch leer, 
for an emifient poulterer’s daughter, a Seat that indicated at least as much cunning as 
beauty — but, as I was saying, this is afi va- sagacity Our conductor saluted him by Uig 

nity and \exation <of spirit The pleasures name of Captain C , and idlerwards in- 

of London are no better than sower whey formed us he was a man of shrewd part«;, 
and stale cider, when compared to the joys whom the government occasionally employed 
of the New Genisalem in secret services , but I have had the histo- 

Dear Mary Jones ' An’ please God, when ry of him more at large fVom another quarter 
I return I’ll bnng you a new cap, with a He had been, many years ago, concerned m 
turky-shcll coom, and a pye-house sermon, fraudulent practices, as a merchant in France, 
that was preached in tlie tabernacle , and I and, being convicted of some of them, u us 
pray of all love, you will mind your vntmg sent to the galleys, from whence he was de- 
and your spelling , for, craving your pardon, livered, by the interest of thfe late Duke of 
Jlolly* it made me suet to disseyffer your Ormond, to whom he had recommended him- 
last scrabble, which was delivered by the self, in a letter, as his namesake and relation 
hind at Bath O, voman * voman * if thou He was, m the sequel, employed by our 
hadst but the least consumption of what ministiy as a spy , and, in the war ef 1740, 
pleasure we scullers have, when we can traversed all Spain, as well as France, in the 
cunster the carbbidst buck off hand, and disguise of a capuchin, at the extreme hazard 
spell the ethnitch vords, without looking at of his life, inasmuch as the court of Madrid 
the primmer As for Mr Klinker, he is quali- had actually got Scent of him, and given or- 
fied to be clerk to a parish— but I’li say^ no ders to apprehend him at St Sebastian’s, 
more Remember me to Saul— poor Bole J from whence be had ibrlunate^ restired but 
It goes to my hart to think she dpn’t yet a few hours beffire order , curved. Tins 

know her letters But all in Goff® gtood ohd other hair-breadth "Scapes he pleaded so 
time. It shall go hard, but I will briefer effectually as a ment wnh the English m.u- 
the ABC in gingerbread, and that, you^noser istty, t}iat,Jfchey allowed him % comfortable 
will be learning to her taste. penSipti«»<ami^ hcmow enjoys in his old age 

Mistress says we are going a long gurney He has dtmmeee^to all the ministers, and 
to the north , but, go where we will, Isnall ever is said t6 he consulted by them on many b jb- 
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jeqtB, as a man of uncooimon understaading |it is, the duke seemed eager to acknowledge 
and great experience. He isi in ikct» a fel- the compliment A door opemngy he sud- 
low of some parts, an4 invineiWe ca|pc^ce , dcnly bolted out^ with a shaving cloth under 
and, in his discourse, he assmuSi swukfdiua hif cbm, his fkce frothed up to the eyes with 
of self-eu®ciency, as may veiy ^^ese soap lather ; and, running up to the am- 
upon some of the shallow polxtiehiiis who ImsSador, gnnned hideous in lus face, — “My 
now lo^r at the helm of admimstrat&on. dear Mahomet,” sard he, “ God Jove your 
But, if he IS not belied, not the only long beard , I hope the dey will make you a 
imposture of which he m Jputy. Th^ horse4ail at^the next promotion, h*i, ha, ha ’ 
be 18 at bottontnot only a %man Catnohc, Have but a moment's and l U send 

but redly a priest; aniiWhOe he pretends to ypu in a twinkling *’ So sayinmhe re- 
to disclose Ito out mate-^Ots idl the springs treated mto his den, leaving the Turk m 
that move tha cabinet of Versailles, he is some confusion. After a short pause, liow- 
actuilly p^dring up intelligence for the sCr- ever, he said something to his interpreter, 
vice or ^lentn minister. Be that as it the meaning of which 1 had great cunosity 
may, Captain entered mto conversa- to know, as he turned up hw eyes while ho 
tion with us in the most ftodiar manner, spoke, expressing astonishment mixed with ' 
and trotted the duke’s character without devotion We were graufied by means of 

any ceremony “ This wiseacre,” said he, the communicative Captain C , who con- 

“ 18 still a-bed , and, I thipk, the best thing versed with the dragoman as an old acquainu 
he can do is to sleep on tiU Christmas ; for aijce Ibrahim, the ambassador, who hade 
when be gets up, he does nothing but expose mistaken his grace for the minister’s fool, 
hiBOwn lolly Since Grenville was turned was no sooner undeceived ay the interpreter, 
out, there has been no minister in this nation than he exclaimed to this effect — “ Holy 
worth the meal that whitened his periwig prophet’ I don’t wonder that this nation 
They are so ignorant, they scarce know a prospers, seeing it is governed by the coun- 
crahfromacauliflower,andthentheyaresuch cil of idiots, a species of men, whom all 
dunces, that there’s no making them com- good musselmen revere as the organs of im- 
prehend plainest proposition. In the be- mediate inspiration Ibrahim was favoured 
ginmng of the war, this poor half-witted crea- with a particular audience of short duration , 
ture told me, m a great fnght, that thirty after which the duke conducted him to the 
thousand French had marched from Arcadia door, and then returned to diiihse his grscioua 
to Cape Breton. “Where hd they find looks among the crowd of his worshippers 
transports said I “ Transports ’’’ said As Mr Barton advanced to present me to 
he, “I tell you they marched by land—” bis grSce, it was my fortune to attract his 
“ By land, to the island of Cape Breton *” notice before I was announced. He fortn- 
“"Vvhat ! iStCope Breton an island “ Cer- with met me more than half way, aud, seiz- 
tainly.” “Hah' are you sure of that^” mgmeby the hand, “My dear Sir Francis 
When I pointed it out on tlie map, he cned he, “ this is so kind— I vow to Gad ’ 1 
examined it earnestly with his spectatlesi.^ am so obliged— such attention to a poor bro- 
then taking me in his arms, “ My dear ken minister— well— pray, when does vour 

C !” cned he, “you always bnng us excellency set sain For God’s sake, hav(‘ 

good news— egad, I’U go directly and tell a care of your health, and eat stewed prunes 
Sie king that Cape Breton is an island ” m the passage Next to your own precious 
He seemed disposed to entertam us with health, pray, my dear excellency, take care 
more anecdotes of this nature, at the expeuce of the nve nations, out good fhends the five 
of bis grace, when he was interrupted by the nations— the ToJfryrones, the Maccolmackb, 
arrival of the Algerme ambassador, a vene- the Out-o’the-ways, the Cnckcts, and ^hc 
table Turk, with a long white beard, at- Kickshaws, Let ’em have plenty of b) at- 
tended by hts dragoman or mtefp^etdr, and kets, and stinkubus, and wampum , and your 
anotlier officer ortis household, who had got excellency won’t fell to scour the kettie, and 
no stockings to his legs Captain C— — boil the chain, and bury the tree, and plant 
immediately spoke, with an air of auUwnty, the hatchet— ha, ha, ha'” When he liad 
to a servant in waiting, bidding him go and pttered thw rhapsody, with his usual preci- 
tell t^e duke to rise, as there was a gx^eat p{tation*Mf Baftonja^him to understand, 
dod of >c<nn|)any come, and, among owew, that I wittrh^ltheT Sir F^cia, nor St Fran- 
thtf'^hassador from AJgiem. ewti but simply Mr Melford, nephew to Mr 

iag to iMM-“Tbis poor riW Ife, Biamhle, who, stepping forward, made hi*? 

his greghbeard, is ai^en at the same time. “ Odso ' no more it 
hortn^He has been se^ yhars mfmm is Sur Francis,” said this wise statesman— « 
LmPlJ ae4 still IS igntnmit of opr psMM iUt Hrifoydi I am glad fo see you-l sent 
This visit IS intezwd WW. ro#> m engineer to fortify your dock— Mr 
of Englartdi Agt Mr Bramble Howr 

hoWriWmeduke will rec^'Hisiatnsril* d’yov ghod Sir Bramble’ Your nephew is 
of dtdis#en|t to his own person.” a pretty young fellow— faith and troth ' a 
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very pretty fbUgw. Hib htheir is my old if all the clerks oftbe traaan] 7 *of the secre- 
friend. Host does he hoUat ? RtiStroahled Ums, the war«office, the admiralty, 
with that dBomM disorder^ haP* ipy aho^'tahh it in their bi^ to throw up 
lord,” rephod my uncl^ thoir^|^|aces» iju imitation of.fim ipeat pen- 

over— he has heeo dead theasAnesia sioner. 'Sot, to retain to T*-^ ; be cer- 

Dead 1 how— yeSj^ IhMi* Wmberl’ tamly l^Ws more than all the mioktity 

he 18 dead, sure enouglk ISTslh iPd'bow— m^oppoeitiOa^if their beads wars laid 
does the young gentileEaum dtAadRif Haver* togatber* mllmiike an angel on^n vast 
fordwest^ ify’is— il!w dear ^jtfr vaileiy of sohjefctp. He would really *bo a 

Milfordhaven, I'll do jyeo all ffiasiervice m great mao« if fie bad any consistency ^ eta* 
nw power— Ihopel have some cxedh kdt.** fiilhyofehmraoter. Then, it must be owned, 
My unde then gavd )dm to understand that he Wants courage ; otherwise he wodd never 
I was still a minor; and that we had nointOn* allow himself to he cowed by the great poli* 
tion to trouble him at preseht for any Aivoiir tieal btdly^ ibr whose understanding be hiur 
whatsoever— 1 came bitber with my ne^ lastly a vexy great eontein^ 1 Imve seen 
phew,” added he, pay our respects to nun ap much afraid of that oveiheanog Hec- 
your grace , and I may venture to say, that tor, as ever schooldmy was of his pedagogue , 
his views and mum are at least as disin* and yet this Hedor, 1 shrewdly smmeet, is 
terested as those of any individual in this no mote than a craven at bottom. Bemdes 
assombly ” My dear Mr Brambleberry * this defect, has another, winch he is at 
you do me infinite honour— I shall always too httle pains to lade— there m no faith to 
rmoice to see you and your hopeful nephew, be given to his assertions, and no tmet to be 
Mr Milfordhaven. My credit, such as it is, put m his promises However, to give the 
you may command— f iVish we had more devil his duo, he’s very good-natuiod, and 
friends of your kidney ” even fhcndly, when dose urged m the way 

Then tumuig to Gaptam G— , ** Ha, of solicitation. As for pnnciplc, that's cut 
C— said he, ««what news, 0— of question. In a word, hc*s a wit and an 
How does the world wag ha *” ” The world Orator, eatremely entertamLCg; and he shmes 
wags much after the md fashion, my lord,” very often at the expense even of tlioso mm* 
answered the captain. **the politicians of isters to whom he is a retainer Th«s is a 
London and Westminster have begitu agmn mark of great imprudence, by which he has 
to, wag their tongues against your grace, made them ail his enemies, whotevor face 
and your short-lived po{^anty wags like a tliey may put upon tlie luattst , and) sooner 
feather, which the nett puff oi antiministe- or later, he’ll liave cause to wish he had 
rial calumny will blow away^” pack been able to keep his own coim, el I have 
of rascals,” criod the duko—»** tones, jaco- several times cautioned him on this subject, 
bites, rebels ; ono half ef them would wag but 'tis all preaching to the desert— hxsvwity 
their heels at Tyburn, if they bad their dc- runs away with his discretion ” 1 could not 
serts ” So saying, he whee|ed about , and, help thinking the captam himself might have 
going round the feyee, spoke to every indi* been the better for some hints of the came 
vidnal, witli the inost courteous familiarity , nature His panegync, excluding principle 
but he scarce ever opened his mouth, without and veracity, puts me m mind of a contest 
making some blunder, in relation to the per* I once overheard, in the way of altercation, 
son or business of the party with whom he . betwixt two apple- women, m Spnng-cviden 
conversed , so that he really looked like a One of those viragos having nmted some- 
comodian hired to burlesque the charaetqr thing to the pre^dice of the other’s moral 
ofammistcr Atlengtfaa^raonof vezypre- character, her antagonist, ^tmg hcrbsmds 
posBCBsmg appearance coming in^ hxs grace ih her sides, rephed, ” Speak ou;;, husy-*l 
rqn up, and hugging .him m hw arms, with scorn your malice— I own Urn both a wnote 
tho appellation St ”iny dear led and a thief, and what more have you to 

him forthwith into the xxmer apartment, or say^ Damn you, what more lutvo you to 
sanctum smetwum of this pdhiioal temple, eay ^ bating that, which all the world kno^va, 
« That,” said Captam C— > **is my I cballmige you to say Wach is the white of 
C— T— , almost the only man of parts who my eye.” We did not waH fbr Vx T— — 
has any concern m the presmit aamimstva^ coming fetth ; 1^ after Gantam had 
tion Indeed, he would have no conoean at characterised all the originals m waiting, wo 
all in the matter, if the mmidtiy &d adjourned to a cpfibehovne, wheie we 

It absolutely necessaiy to mSn li«e buttered mufthiai amd tea to bxOakfest, the 
talenm upon some parttcularoooasico#. An smd captmn stiU Itivouring with his com* 
for tho common business of the oattmi, Is mmy Nay, mV nndle was «o divnitea witn 
canned on m a constant rodtmo by Urndwlp #ik atmedotes* ttmt be aehai him to dinner, 
of the difibrent oflSces, otfaerwiso the vAmMN «pd treated hjcn with a fine turbol^ to which 
of government would be wholly sta|a; abtidst tm fed amria Thtt came evening 1 

the abrupt succession of mxnistoniv mrwy one s^t at ftm vmtn with some f/iendfl^ 
more ignorant that his predecessor. I am m vrhom lot md into C——r’^Bc;jiracter,w 
thinking whi^ a fine hovel we should be uv Mr Bramble no sooner understood, than he 
b O* 76 » ' 
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expressed some concern for the conne<^n 
lie had made, (uad resolved to dtsengsige jm* 
eelf from it, without ceremony. 

We are hecomo meoihem of 
for the emoonieg^ment of thd jEU;ls,nKm*hisve 
assisted at somo 'of their deUne!mti<to| ivhicih 
v^ere conducted with equal sp&it aSid eaga- 
city. 'My uncle is extrUmeb ^nd of the 
]iistituiio% which wiU cihiniiuy be product- 
ive ofgtevi advnatageu!to the paMfc, if,fieo|n 
Its dmimmtiM form, it does not deipmemte 
into cabal aepd corruption You are already 
acquahstedwith vis aversion to the influence 
of thb IpulK^dO, which, he affirms, is ineom^ 
patibjie With OadhUonce, and subversive of 
order, indeed hi/s detestation of the mob 
has IjNSen hetghtoued ^ ihar, ever since he 
in the room at , and this appre« 
hansion has prevented him from goinff to the 
little theatre in tho Haymarket, and other 
places of entertainment, to which, however, 

I have had the honour to attend the ladies. 

It grates old Squarctoes to reflect, that it 
IS not in his power to enjoy even the most 
elegant diversions of the capital, without the 
))articipation of the vulgar , fln they now 
thrust thems^ves into all assemblies, ftom a 
Tidotto at St James’s to a bop at Rothenthc 

1 have lately seen our old acquaintance 
Dick ^yyt who we imagined had died of 
dram-dnnking ; but he is lately emers^d 
&om the Fleet, by means of a pamphlet 
which he wrote and published against the 
government with some success. The sale 
of this perfbrtnahco enahlod hup to appear 
in clean linen, and he is now going about 
Bolunting subscriptions for lus poems, hut 
Jus breeches are not in the most decent 
order 

Dick certainly deserves sopio countenance 
fbr his intrepidity and perseverance^it is 
not in the power of disappointment, or even 
of damnation, to drive him to despair. Af- 
« ter some nnsuecesaful essays in the way of 
poetry, he commenced brandy merchant, and 
I believe his whole stock ran dqt through bis 
own bowels ; then he consorted with a milk- 
woman, who kept a cellar m Fatty France 
but hy could not make his quarters good ; he 
was dislodged, and driven «q> stairs into the 
kennel by a corporal in the second tegimont 
of footr^ards. He was afterwards the lan^ 

* reate of Blackfhars, from whence there was 
a natural transitionto the Fleet, Ashe had 
Ihtmerly miscamea m panegyric, he pow 
thoughts to satire, tmd really 
to have some talent 1]fhe 

dhn bdld out tiU the meeting of piqiiismeh^ 
^ ^ pramed for another cfaanK re m 
% Dick will nmMt iho eh 

ia pension , in ritherj^ whielief^ 


ciety of those geniuses « but I found them 
exeeedmgly formal and reserved. They 
seemed afraid and lealous of one another, 
and sat*re a state or piotiiBl repnlsion, like 
an ma^ parihdes of vapour, each surround- 
ed by its own rieetrifled atmosphere Dick, 
who baa more vivaoi^ titan judgment, tned 
more than once to eiuiven the conversation , 
somotirnds making an eflhrt at wit, some- 
tkiMs tetihvgoff a pun, and sometunes dis- 



wiilbe made, iteanwl^l , 
le deg^ of cmnsidreatian > 

^^e wntera of tillage t 

ad for his works, he ^ 

fttyfllir Mother night to mtrotoe mc^ to aeo- 


chrrging a ocmundnim ; nay, at length he 
Btaim a dispute juqion the hackneyed com- 
parison betwmt bkmk verse and rhyme, and 
the professors opened wjith great clamour , 
but, instead of fceepw to the subject, they 
launched out into temous dissertations on 
the poetry of the ahoients , and one of them, 
who had been a schoolknaster, displayed his 
whole knowledge of prosody, gleaned iVom 
Disputer and Ruddiman At last, I ventured 
to say, I did not see how the subject m ques- 
tion could be at all elucidated by the practice 
of the ancients, who ceitainly had neither 
blank verse nor rh]rme in their poems, winch 
were measured by feet, whereas ours are 
reckoned by the number of syllables This 
remark seemed to give umbrage to the pedant, 
who forthwith involved bunself m a cloud of 
Greek and Latm quotations, which nobody 
attempted to dispel A confused hum of 
insipid observations and comments ensued , 
and (upon the whole) 1 never passed a duller 
evening m my life Yet, without all doubt, 
some of thorn were men of learning, wit, 
and ingenuity As they are afVaid of mak- 
ing free withcne another, they should bring 
each his butt os whetstone along with him, 
fbr the entertainment of the company My 
uncle says bo never desires to meet with 
more than one wit at a time One wit, like 
a knuckle of bam m soup, gives a zest and 
flavour to tho dish , but more than one serves 
only to spoil the pottage And now Vm 
afmd 1 have given you an unconscionablo 
mess Without any flavour at all for which 
(I suppose) you will bestow your benedictions 
Upon your feiend and servant, 

J. MELFORD 

LondoUf June 5 . 


Tn Dm Lswie 

, lhiaft]LawMr^Your fable of the monkey 
an4 the pig ts what the Italians call hen tro- 
eels $ w i shidli n<A repeal it to my apothe- 
^ ^ Ecolchman, very thin- 
slmihe^ and (fer aqght i kiiowV may have 
hm .nmO m ms po^et A Scotch- 
alwaya two strings to h^o bew, and 
porstUlf Certain it is I 
^scysed a scouring ; but, 1 behove, 
% Mans onhat seounng, I have ’scared 
eommhigwme, perlmpa a tedious fit of 
the fflut er dbeqmiUum : fbr my appetite be- 
gun to flqg, and I had certain croakmgs m 
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<ihq bowels ^ich boded me w'goed. 

I am not yet quite free of ^ese Temembxw^ 
cere, which warn me to be gone from tbui 
centre of infection. 

What temptation a man of of tun 
and temperament have, to live m a place" 
where every corner tees» Witii ftesh obiectfl 
of detestation and dmguflt? What hma of 
' taste and organs must those ^ple have^ 
who really prefer the adulteratedl»n]pyments 
of the town to the genuine jdeasures of a 
country retreat ' Mast paopj^ I know, an 
onmhally seduced vtm^', amiutton 
childish curiosity ; Which ^ua^ot begratified 
but m the hu$y hjtunU of ment but^Jn tibe 
couree of this gratification, their vei$ oigaim 
*of sense are perverted,' and they become 
habitually lost to every relish of what is 
genuine and excellent m its own nature 

Shall 1 state the difibrenoe between my^ 
town grievances and my country comforts ?> 
At Brambleton4iall, I have elbow-room with, 
in doors, andbrettthe a dear, elastic, salntaiy^ 
air I enjoy nfireshiog deep, which is never< 
disturbed by horrid noise, nor interrupted| 
but m a morning, by the sweet titter of the 
martlet at my window. 1 dnnk the virgin 
lymph, pure and crystallme as it gushes from 
the rock, or the sparkling bf^erage, home- 
brewed from malt of my own making , or 1 
indulge with cidet, which my own orchard 
afTeros, or with claret of the best growth, 
imported for my own use, by a correspondent 
on whose mtegnty I can depend , my bread 
IB sweet and nounshiqg* made from my own 
wheat, ground in roy own mill, and bake*d 
m my own oven, my taole is, m a great 
measure, furnished from my own ground, my 
five-year old mutton, fed on the fragrant 
herbage of the mountains, that mi^t vie 
with venisou in juioe and flavour, my deli. 
Clous veal, fattened with nothing but the 
mother’s milk, that fills the dish with gravy, 
my poultry from the barn-door, that never 
knew confinement but when they were at 
roost , my rabbits panting from the warren , 
my game fresh from the moors; my trout 
and salmon struggling from the stream ; qys- 
te«s from their native banks , and bemngs, 
with other sea-fish, 1 can eat in four hours 
after they ore taken My sallads, roots, and 
pot-herbs, my own garden yields in plenty 
and perfection, the produce of the natural 
foil, prepared by moderate cultivation The 
same soil affords all the different frncts which 
England may call her own, so that my des* 
sert 18 every day fresh gathered from the 
tree , my dairy flows wilm nectareons Udflto 
of milk and cream, from whence we denve 
Uundance of excellent butter, ourdu, mtd 
cheese , and the refuse fattens my pigs, that 
are deemed for hams and bacon. 1 go to 
bed betimes, and rise with the sun I make 
shift to pass the hours without weariness 
or regret, and am not destitute tff amufsu 


ibehts within doors, when the weather will 
not permit me to go abroM* read, and 
chat, and play at biliiardcr, caids, or back- 
gammon. Without doors, isn^rintend my 
n.rm, and escecfite plans of improvement, 
the effects of which I enjoy with unspeakable 
delight Nor'do 1 take less pleasure tU see. 
mg my tenants thrive under my auspicSs, and 
the poor live comfortably by the employment 
winch 1 provide You know I have one or 
two sensitiie friends, to whom I can open 
my^heart; a blessmg whiclv pert^ps, 
hove^'^soi^ht in vam among the « crowded 
scenes otlife Therd ore a few of 
M^liumble parts, whom I esteem for their 
li^tsmty', and their cUhvereation I find mof* 
fehsTve, though not very entertainmg,, 
naily, I hye m the midst of honest men, and 
trusty de^ndents, who, I flatter myself, h^ve 
a disinterested sttacbment to my person, 
You yourself, my dear doctor, can vouch for 
the truth of these assertions 
* $fow, mark the contrast at Lobdon 1 am 
pent up in frowsy lodgings, whpre there is 
not room enough to swing a cat, and 1 breathe 
the steams of epdlees putrefaction , uid tSiese 
would, undoubtedly, produce a pestilence, if 
they were not qualified by the gtess acid of 
sea-coal, which is itself a permciOus nuisance 
to lungs of any delicacy of texturd ; but even 
this boasted corrector cannot ptevent those 
languid sallow loqks, that distmgmsb the in- 
habitants ofXiondon from those ruddy swaitis 
that lead a country life I go to lied after 
midnight, jaded and restleBB from the dissi- 
pations of the day 1 start every hotur from 
my sleep, at the horrid noise of the watchmen 
bawling the hour through every street, and 
thundering at every door , a set of useless 
fellows, who sen'e no other purpose but that 
of distuibing the repose of the inhohUants. 
aud, hy five o’clock, 1 start out of bed, iii 
consequence of the stiH more dreadful alann. 
made by the country carts, and liolsy rustics 
bellowmg green pease under i^ window 
|f I would dnnk water, 1 mu^quafftbe mawk- 
ish contents of an opea aquedoci, exposed 
to all manner of defitoent, or sutrallew that 
wbich comes from the id^er Thai»t<^ t^reg- 
nated with all the filth of London and West- 
minster Human excrement ^ least 
offbnsive part of the concrete, which is com. 
posed df all the drugs, minerals and poisons 
used m mechanics and manufeotures, enrich- 
ed with the putrel^mg carcasses of beuts and 
men, and mixed with the scourings of all the 
wash-tubs, keitn|ls, and common sewere 
within the bills dP mortality 
This IS the egi!seable potaticm extcdled by 
the Londoners as the finest water m Uie uiu- 
verse As to the mfozioatmg potiosi sold 
fer Wine, it is a v3e, unpalatalue, and pemi- 
cidus sophisticatfon, balderdashed with cider, 
com-spit, and the ^lOe of sloes In an ac- 
tion at law, laid Sgaiqst a carman for having 
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staved a cask of port, it appeared, from the 
evidence of the cooper, th«A there were not 
above five gaShns or real wipe ta the whole 
pipe, which held above an hundred^ and^ven 
that had been brewed and adulterated iy the 
merchant at Oporto. The bread I eat in 
London is a deletenoue paste, mixed up with 
chalk, alum, and bone-asbea, insipid to the 
taste, and destructive to the constitution^ 
The good people are not mnomnt of this 
adulterutiqn ; vqX they prefer it to whole- 
some ipead, because it is whiter than ihe 
meal of opm. Thus they sacrifice their 
taste and their health, and the lives of their 
tender mfiiuite, to a most absurd gratification 
of a misjudging eye ; and the miller or baker 
IS obliged to poisoq them and their families,' 
in ordbr to live by his profession The same 
monstrous depravity appears in their veal, 
which 18 bleached by repeated bleedings, and 
other villainous arts, till there is not a drop 
of juice left in the body, and the poor animal 
ta paralytic before it dies ^ so void of all taste, 
nounshment, and savour, that a man may 
dine as comfortably on a white fticnsseo of 
kid-skm gloves, or chip-bats from Leghorn 

As they have discharged the natural colour 
from their bread, their butchers’ meat and 
poultiy, their cutlets, ragouts, fricassees, and 
sauces of all kinds — so they insist upon 
having the complexion of their pot-herbs 
mended, even at the hasard of their lives 
Perhaps, you will hardly believe they can be 
80 mad as to boil their greens with braes 
half-pence, in order to improve their colour , 
and yet nothing is more true. Indeed, with- 
out this improvement m the colour, they have 
no personal merit They are produced m an 
artificial soil, and taste of nothing but the 
dung-hiUs from whence they spnng My 
cabbage, cauliflower, and ’sparagus, in the 
country, are as much superior in flavour to 
those that are sold in Covent Garden, as my 
heath mutton is to that of St James’s mar- 
ket, which, in fact, is neither lamb nor rout, 
ton, but something betwixt the two, gorged 
in the rank fens of Lincoln and Essex, pale, 
coarse, and frowsy As for the pork, it is 
an abommable, carnivorous ammal, fed with 
horse flesh and distillers’ grams, and the 
poultry IS all rotten, tn consequence of a fe- 
ver, occasioned by the infamous practise of 
sowing up the gut, that they raaycibe the 
sooner fattened m coops, in consequence of 
this crqpl retention. 

Of the fish, I need say nothing in this hot 
weather, but that it comes sixty, seventy, 
fbitrjKiore, and a hundred miles. 'by land- 
enrrisga, a circumstance sufficicnt( Without 
any domment, to turn a Dutchman's stomach, 
swen jff pis noso was not aatuted in every 
alley ibith the sweet flavour tifneah mack- 
arelf selling by retail This is not the sea- 
son fbt* oysters , neveitbeless, it may not be 
amiss to mention, that the right Colchester 


are kept in slime pits, occasionally over- 
flowed by the sea , and that the green colour, 
so much admired by the voluptuaries of this 
metropolis, is occasioned by the vitnohc 
scum, which rises on the surfkce of the 
stagnant and stroking water Our rabbits 
are bred and fed m the poulterer’s cellar. 
Whore they have neither air nor exercise , 
oonsequentiy, they must be firm ro the flesh, 
and dmicious m flavour and there is no 
gisiie to bo had for love or money 
It must be owned that Covent Garden af- 
fords some good fruit ; which, however, is 
always engrossed by a few individuals of 
ovexgrown fortune, at on exorbitant price , 
so that little else tlian the refuse of the mar- 
ket falls to the share of the community — and 
that IS distnbuted by such fil^y hands, as I 
cannot look at without loathing It was but 
yesterday that I saw a dirty oarrow-bunter 
in the street, cleaning her dusty fruit with 
her own spittle , and who knows but some 
fine lady of St James’s parish might admit 
mto her delicate mouth those very chemrs 
which had been rolled and moistened between 
the filthy, and perhaps ulcerated chops of a 
St Giles’s huckster, I need not dwell upon 
the pallid contaminated mash which they 
call strawberries, soiled and tossed by greasy 
paws through twenty baskets crusted with 
dirt , and theu preseutod with the worst milk, 
thickened with the worst flour mto a ba>fi 
likeness of cream but the milk itself should 
not pass unanalysed, the produce of faded 
cabbage leaves and sour drafiT, lowered with 
hot water, fhithed with bruised snails, carried 
through the streets in open pads, exposed 
to foul nnsings discharged from doors and 
windows, spittle, snot, and tobacco-quids 
from foot-passengers, overflowings from mud- 
carts, spattenngB from coach-wheels, dirt and 
trash chucked into it by roguish boys for 
the joke’s sake, the spewmgs of infants who 
have slabbered in the tin measure, which i» 
thrown back in that condition among llir 
milk, for the benefit of the next customn , 
and, finally, the vermin that drops from the 
rsgs of the nasty drab that vends this pre- 
cious mixture, under the respectable denom- 
inanou of milk-maid 

I shall conclude this catalogue of London 
dainties with the table-beer, ^tless of hops 
and malt, vapid and nauseous, much fitter to 
focilitate the operation of a vomit than to 
quench thirst and promote digestion, the 
tallowy rancid mass called butter, manuiac- 
tared with candle-grease and kitchen stafl^, 
and their flresh (^jgs, imported fhim fVance 
and Scotland ]^w, all these enormities 
mi^t be reipedied with a very little atten- ^ 
tion to the article of police, or civil regula- 
tion , but the wise patriots of liondon have 
taken it into their beads, that all regulation 
IS inconsistent with liberty, and that evciy 
man onglit to live in his own way, without 
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restraint Nay, as there le not senee enonffh 
left among them to be discomposed t&e 
nuisance^ 1 have mentioned, tbi^ may, for 
aught 1 care, wallow m the mure of thmr own 
pollution 

A companionable man ondoidrted^^ 
put up With many inconveniences, |inr the 
eiake of enjoyum 8|g:ieeaible society. A face- 
tious ftiend of minetised to say, the wine 
could not be bad where the company was 
agreeable , a maxim' which, however, ouj^ht 
to be taken cum gruno but what is 
the society of London, that 1 should be 
tempted for its sake to mortify my Senses, 
and compound with such Oncleanness as my 
^soul abhors All the nOople I see are too 
much engrossed by eiwmes of interest or 
ambition, to have any room left for senli-- 
ment orfnendship. Even m some of mjr 
old acquaintance, those schemes and pursuits 
have obliterated all traces of our former con. 
nection Conversation is reduced to party 
disputes and illiberal alteTcation.-.BOCial com* 
merce to formal visits and card.playing If 
you pick up a diverting ongmal by accident, 
it may be dangerous to amuse yourself with 
his oddities He is generally a tartar at hot- 
tom— a snarper, a spy, or a lunaUe Every 
person you deal witn endea\oui8 to over, 
reach you m the way of business You are 
preyed upon by idle mendicants, who beg in 
the phrase of borrowing, and live upon the 
spoils of the stranger Your tradesmen are 
without conscience, your friends without af- 
fection, and your dependents w ithout fideliQr^ 

My letter would swell into a treatise, were 
1 to particularise every cause of offence that 
fills up the measure of my aversion to this 
and every other crowded city Thank hea- 
ven’ lam not so far sucked into the vortex, 
but that 1 can disengage myself without any 
great effort of philosophy From this wild 
uproar of knavery, folly, and impertinence, 
I shall fly with double relish to the serenity 
of retirement, the cordial effusions of unre- 
served friendship, the hospitality and pro- 
tection of the rural gods , in a word, the yu- 
cunda obhvta vftm, which Horace himself 
had not taste enough to enjoy. 

I have agreed for a good travelling ooach- 
and-four, at a guinea a day, fiir three months 
certain ; and next week we intend to bemn 
our journey to the north, hoping still to oe 
with you by the latter end of October., 1 
shall continue to write ftom every stage 
where we make any' considerable baRk'^as 
often as any thing occurs winch 1 think can 
afibrd you the least amusement. In the tnean 
time, 1 must beg you will superintend -the 
*economy of Barnes, with respect to my hay 
and corn harvests , assured that my ground 
produces nothing but what you may ftedly 
call your own On any other terms 1 shoidid 
be ashamed to subscribe myself your invaria- 
ble fnend, MAIT. BRAMBLE 

London, June 6. 


To dm Wateik Sony, or Jseirs 

Dxiim PBn.ninir--*ln my last I hientioned 
my hevmg spent an evemng with a society 
of authors^ who seemed to be jealous and 
afraid of one another My uncle was not at all 
surprised to hear me say 1 was disappointed 
in their conversation ** A man may be very 
ontertaming and instructive upon paper/’ 
isdd he, ** and exceedingly dull in common 
dlacourse 1 have observed, that those who 
shine most m pnvate company are but se- 
oondary stars m the constellation of genrae 
A'small stock of ideas is more easBy ma- 
naged, and sooner displayed, than a great 
^antity crowded together. There is verj' 
seldom any thing extraordinary in the ap- 
pearance and address of a good writer, 
whereas a dull author generally distinguishes 
himself by some oddity or extravagance 
For this reason, I ikney that an assembly of 
Grubs must be very diverting.” 

My curiosity being excited by this lunt, 1 
consulted my fnend Dick Ivy, who utyd^- 
took to gratify it the very next day, which 
was Sunday last He carried me to dine 

with S , whom you and I have long 

known by his writings He lives m the skirts 
of the town, and every Sunday his house is 
open to all unfortunate brothers of the quill, 
whom he treats with beef, pudduig, and po- 
tatoes, port, punch, and Calvert’s entire butt- 
beer He has fixed upon the first day of the 
week for the exercise of his hospitauty, be- 
cause some of his guests could not enjoy it 
on any other, for reasons that 1 need not ex- 
plain I was civilly received, in a plain yet 
decent habitation, which opened backwam 
into a very pleasant garden, kept in excel- 
lent order ; and, indeed, I saw none of the 
outward signs of authorship, either in the 
house or the landlord, who is one of those 
few writers of the age that stand upon their 
own foundation, without patronage and above 
dependence If there was notmng charac- 
teristic in the entertainer, t()e cbmpony made 
ample amends for his want of sinj^lanty 

At two in the afternoon I found myself 
one of ten messmates seated &t a table , pnd 
I question if the whole kingdom could pro- 
duce sSch another assembh^ of onginals. 
Among their peculiarities^ I do not mention 
those of dress, which may be purely acci- 
dental. What struck me were oddities on- 
giually produced by affbctation, and after- 
wards confirmed by habit. One of them wore 
spectacles at dinner, and another his imt 
flapped , though (as 1^ told me^^Oie ftrst 
was noted Ibrnating a seaman’s eye, when 
a bailiff was in the wmd; and the other was 
never known to Uheur under any wesimess 
or defbet of Vision, except about five years 
age, when he was cotni^mented with a cou- 
ple of black |SyeB by a player, with whom he 
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had quarrelled in bis dnnk. A thud Wove a 
laced stocking, and made nee of crutches, 
hecanse once m his life he had been laid hp 
with a broken leg, though no maaoctd^ 
over a sUcfc wiUi more agilitj. A'feurim 
had contracted eooh da anti^lhy to the 
country, that he mmsted .mon mtlhiff with 
his back towards the wsnuow that looked 
into tile garden , end when a dwh of cauli- 
flower was eet upon the table, he sntiflbd Up 
volatile salts to keep him from feinting ; yet 
tbiB delioate person was the eon of a cot- 
tager^ bem under a hedge, and had many 
yeui run wild among asses on a common 
A flfth iflbcted distraction ; when spoken to, 
he always answered feom the purpose—* 
Bometnnes he suddenly started up, and rap- 
ped out d dreadfbl oath — sometimes ho burst 
out a^'laughing— tiien be folded his arms and 
sighed— and men he hissed like fifty serpents 
At first, I really thought he was mad, and, 
as he sat near me, began to bo under some 
apprehensions for my own safety, when our 
landlord, perceiving me alarmed, assured me, 
aloud, mat I had nothing to fear “The 

r tleman,” said he, “ is trying to act a part 
which be IS by no means qualified^if he 
had all the inclination m the world, it is not 
in his power to be mad. His mints are too 
flat to be kindled into frenzy/* <<*Tib no 
bad p-p-puff, how-ow-ever,*’ observed a per- 
son in a tarnished laced coat, “aff-fibcted 
m-madness w-will p-pass for w-wit, w-with 
mne-nme-teen out of t*twenty ” “And af> 
fected stuttering for humour,” repbed our 
lan^ord, “ though, God knows, there is no 
affinity between them ’* It seems, this wag, 
aito having made some abortive attempts in 
plain speaking, had recourse to this defect, 
by moans of which he frequently extorted 
toe laugh of the company, without the least 
expense of genius , and that imperfection, 
which he had at first counterfeited was now 
become so habitual, that he could not lay 
It aside 

A certain winking genius, who wore yel- 
/ low gloves at dinner, had, on fais first intro- 
duction, taken such offence at 8 be- 

cause he looked and talked, and eat and 
drank, like any other man, that he spoke 
contemptuously of bis understanding ever 
after, and never would repeat his visit, until 
he hud exhibited the following proof ^of his 
capnce Wat Wy vil, the poet, having made 
aome uDsuccessfuI advances towards an m- 
tixnacy with S , at lost gave him to un- 

derstand, by a third person, that he had 
written a poem m his prswe, and a satire 
nghmst his person , that, If be would admit 
him In his houBo the fimt should he imme- 
diatek sent to the press; but that, if he per- 
sisteo an declmmg bis ^endship, be w^d 
pabditii tiie satire without delay. S— — te-^ 
pUnd, that ho looked upon Wra’s panegync 
as, hidfRlctD h species of mfSmy, and would 
jreseid^. It^inooormngly with a good cudgel, ^ 






but if he published the satire, he might de- 
serve hiB compassion, and had notmng to 
fear fi^m his revenge Wy vil, having con- 
sideied the alternative, resolved to mortify 

S , fcy printing the panegync, for which 

he received a sound drubbing. Then he 
swore the peace against the aggressor, who, 
m order to avoid a prosecution at law, ad- 
mitted him to his good graces It was the 
smgulanty m S— *s cionduct on this occa- 
siost, that reconciled him to tiie yellow-glovod 
philosopher, who owned he had some genius, 
and from that penod cultivated his acquamt- 
ance 

CunouB to know tmon what subjects the 
several talents of my Mow-guests were em- 
ployed, 1 applied to my communicative fnond, ' 
Dick 1^, who gave understand, that 
most of them weih, had been, under- 
strappers or jourheymea tQ more creditable 
authors, for whom they translated, collated, 
and complied, in the business of book-mak- 
ing; and thsA all of them had, at difierent 
times, laboured in the semeo of our land- 
lord, though they had m>w set up for them- 
selves in various departments of literature 
Not only theur talents, hut also their nations 
and dialects were so various, that our con- 


at Babel 

We had the Irish brogue, the Scotch ac- 
cent, and foreign idiom, twanged off by the 
most discordant vociferation , for, as they all 
spoke together, Ao man had any chance to 
be heard, unless he could bawl louder than 
his fellows It must be owned, however, 
there was nothing pedantic in their discourse ; 
they carefully avoided all learned disquisi- 
tions, and endeavoured to be facetious , nor 
did their endeavours alw^S miscany Some 
droll repartee passed, and much laughter was 
excited , and if any individual lost ins temper 
so far as to trangresa the bounds of decorum, 
he was effectually checked by the master of 
the feast, who exerted a sort of paternal 
authority over this irritable tribe 

The most learned philosopher of the whole 
collection, who had been expelled the uni- 
versity Ibr atheism, has made great progress 
in a refutation of Lord BolinSroke’s meta- 
physical works, which is said to be equally 
ingenious and orthodox; but, in the mean 
time, be has been presented to the grand 
jury as a public nuisance, for having blas- 
phemed in an alehouse on the Lord^s day. 
The Scotchman gives lectures on the pro- 
nunmation of the English language, which 
he is now pubhshmg subscription 

Tbe Irishman is a political writer, and 
goes by the name of m Lord Potato Bte « 
wrote a pamphlet in vindication of a minister, 
hopit^ ms zeal would be rewarded with some 
place or pension ; but, findmg himself ne- 
glected in that quarter, he whispered about 
that the pamphlet was wntten by the mmis- 
ister hmai^ end he published an answer to 
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hia own prodncbon In this he addressed 
the author under the title of ymtr lordship, 
with such Bolemiuty, that tlie puhhc swal- 
lowed the deceit, and bought up the whole 
impression The wise politicians of the me- 
tropolis declared they were both masterly 
performances, and clmokled over the flimsy 
revenes of an ignorant garreteer, as the pro- 
found speculationa of a veteran statesman, 
acquainted with all the secrets of the cabinet 
The imposture was detected in the eeqtel, 
and our Hibernian pamphleteer retains no 
part of his assumed importance but the bare 
title of Tny lordf and the upper part of the 
table at the potato ordinary m Shoe-lane. 

^ Opposite to me sat a Piedmontese, who 
had obliged the pubhc with a humorous 
satire, entitled, The balance of the English 
poets, a performance which evinced the 
great modesty and taste of the author, and, 
in particular, his intimacy with the elegan- 
cies of the English language The sage, 
who laboured under the or horror 

green fields^ had just wished a treatise 
on practical agriculture, though, in fact, he 
had never seen com growing m his life , and 
was so ignorant of gram, that our enter- 
tainer, in the face of the whole company, 
made him own, that a plate of hominy was 
the bebt nce-puddmg he had ever ate 

The stutterer had almost finished his tra- 
vels through Europe and part of Asia, with- 
out ever budging beyond the liberties of the 
King’s Bench, except m term time, with a 
tip-staff for his companion , and as for httje 
Tim Cropdale, the most facetious member 
of the whole society, he had happily wound 
up the catastrophe of a virgm trs^y, fh>m 
the exhibition of which he promised himself 
a large fund of profit and reputation Tim 
had made shift to live many years by writing 
novels, at the rate of five pounds a volume , 
but that branch of business is now engrossed 
by female authors, who publish merely for 
the propagation of virtue, with so much ease, 
and spirit, and delicacy, and knowledge of 
the human heart, and m m the serene tran- 
quillity of high life, that the reader is not 
only enchanted by their genius, but refbrmed 
by their morality 

After dinner we a^oumed into the gardeu, 
where, I observed, Mr B— gave a short 
separate audience to evem in£vidual, in a 
small remote filbert walk, from whence most 
of them dropped off, one after another, with- 
out further ceremony , but they were replaced 
by fresh recruits of the same clan, who came 
to make sn afternoon’s visit; and. among 
others, a spruce bookseller, called Birkin, 
* who rode ms own gelding, and tnade his 
appearance in a pair of new jemmy boots, 
with massy spurs of plate It was not with- 
out reason that this midwife of the muses 
used to exercise a-horseback, for ho was too 
fat to walk a-fbot , and he underwent some 
sarcasms from Tim Cropdale on his unwieldy 


size and inaptitude for motion. Birkin, who 
took umbrage at this poor author’s petulance, 
in presuming to joke upon a man so much 
ncker than himself, told him he was not so 
unwieldy but that could move the Mar* 
shalsea court ibr a wnt, and even overtake 
him with it| if he did not veiy speedily come 
and settle accounts with him, respecting the 
expense of publishing his last ode to the 
King of Prussia, of whudi he had sold but 
three* and one of them was to Whitefielfl 
the methodist Tim aflfectedi to receive tins 
intimation vnth good humour, saying, he 
expected m a post or two, firom Potsmun, a 
poem of thanks firom his Prussian majesty, 
who kifew very well how to pay poets m 
their own com , but, in the mean time, he 
proposed that Mr Birkin and he should run 
three tunes round the garden ibr a bowl of 
punch, to be drank at Ashley’s in the even- 
ing, and he would run boots against stock- 
ings The bookseller, who valued himself 
upon hiB mettle, was persuaded to accept 
the challenge ; and he forthwith resigned hia 
boots to Cropdale, who, when he had put 
them on, was no bad representation of Cap- 
tain Pistol in the play. 

Every thing hemg adjusted, they started 
together with mat impetuosity, and, in the 
second round, Bukin had clearly the advan- 
tage, larding the lean earth as he pufTd 
along Cropdale had no mind to contest 
the victory further, but, in a twinkling, dis- 
appeared through the back-door of tlie gar- 
den, uhich opened into a private lane that 
had communicatioii with the high road 
The spectators immediately bi^n to halloo, 
— Stole away »” and Birkin set off in pur- 
suit of him Math great eagerness , but he had 
not advanced twenty yaras in the lape, when 
a thorn running into bis foot, sent him hop- 
ping back into the garden, roaring with 
pain, and swearing with vexatioti. When 
he was delivered from this annoyance fay the 
Scotchman, who had been bred to 6ui?;^ry, 
he looked about him wildly, exclaiming--* 
** Sure the fellow won’t be such a rogue as 
to run clear away with my boots!” Onrland- 
loid having reconnoitred the shoes be had 
left, which, indeed, hatdlv deoerved that 
name,«— Pray,” said he, Mr Birkin, wa’n’r 
your boots mwAe of calf-skin Caif-skin 
or coMS-skin,” replied the other, ** I’ll find a 
slip of sheep-skm that will dc^ his business 
I lost twenty pouids by his &rce, which you 
persuaded me to buy. I am out of pocket 
five pounds by hm damn’d ode ; and now this 
pair of boots, biaiin new, cost me thirty 
shillings, as per receipt. But this affair of 
the boots is fblcmy--4n»apcMrtation I’ll 
imve the dog mdicM the Old Bailey— 1 
will, Mr S-~4 I will bo revenged, even 
tho^i 1 should lose my debt in consequence 
of his sonviction 

Mr S— — said ni^thiiy at present, but ac- 
commodated him with a pair of shoes , then 
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ordered h» servaat to rub bun down, and another , but aeked if anv of the company 
comfort him with a glass of rum punch, could tell where Mr CropMe lodged, that he 
which seemed m a great measure to cool the nught send him a proposal about restitution^ 
rage of his indignation. After all^^ said before the boots should be made away with 
our landlord, <«this is no u^re than a hum- ** I would willingly give him a pair of new 
hug in the way of wit. thoijf^ it doMnrvee a shoes,” said he, and lialf a guinea mto the 
more respectable epitheti men' considered bargain, for the boots, which htted me like a 
as an eSbrt of invention, v Tbn being, 1 sup- glove, and 1 sfaa’n’t be able to get the fellows 
pose, out of credit with the cordwamer, feU of them, till the good weath^ for ridme is 
upon this ingemouB ea^iedient to supply the over*”* The stuttering wit declared, Uiat 
want of shoes, knowing that Mr Birkin, who the^^nly secret which Cropdalc ever kept, 
loves humour, woidd mmself relish the joke was the place of hu lodgings , but he be- 
upon a htde recollection Cropdale Uterally lieved that, during the heats of summer, he 
lives l^hui wit, which he has exercised upon commonly took his repose upon a bulk, or 
aUhisIhend&intheir turns He once borrow- mdnlged himself m fresco, with one of the 
ed noiy poney foo* ftve or six days to go to Sal- kennel-nymphs, under the portico of St Mar- 
isbuiy> and sold him in Smithfield at his re- tin’s church Pox on him,” cried the 
turn, lllds was a joke of such a senous bookseller, <<he might as well hove taken 
natme. that, m the f&st transports of my my whip and spurs. In that case, he might 
passion, 1 h^ some though^bs of prosecutmg have been tempted to steal another horse, 
mm for horse-stealmg , onp, even when my and then he would have nd to the devil, of 
resentment had m some nmaeure subsided, course ” 

as he industriously avoided me, I vowed I After coffee, I took my leave of Mr S ■ , 
would lake satis&ction on his nbs with the with proper acknowledgments of his civil- 
iirst opportunity. One da^, seemg him at ity, and was extremely well pleased with the 
some distance m the street, coming towards^ entertainment of the day, though not yet 
me, I began to prepare my cane for action, satisfied with respect to the nature of this 
and walked in' the shadow of a porter, that connection betwixt a man of character in 
be might not perceive me soon enough to the hterary world, and a parcol of author- 
make bis escape , but, in the vety instant I Imgs, who, m all probability, would never be 
had lifted up the instrument of correction, I able to acquire any degree of reputation by 
found Tim Cropdale metaqporphosed mto a their labours On this head I intcrrogatCU 
miserable blind wretch, feeling his way with my conductor, Dick Ivy, who answered mo 

a long stick from post to post, and rolling to this effect One would imagine S 

about two bald unlighted orbs instead of had some view to his own interest, in giving 
eyes. 1 was exccedmgly shocked at having countenance and assistance to those people, 
80 narrowly escaped the concern and dis- whom he knows to be bad men, as well as 
grace that Would nave attended such a mis- bad wnters , but, if he has any such view, 
^plication of vengeance , but, next day, be will find himself disappointed , for if he 
Tim prevailed upon a fViend of mine to come is so vam as to imagine he can make them 
and solicit my forgiveness, and offer his note, subservient to his schemes of profit or ambi 
payable m six weeks, for the pnee of the tion, they are cunning enough to make him 

n . This gentieman gave me to under- their property in the mean time There ib 
. that the blind man wi^ no other than not one of the company you have seen to- 
Cropdale, who, having seen me advanciim, day, myself excepted, who does not owe him 
and guessing my intent,, had immediate^ pakicmar obligations Oneoftliem he bail- 
converted himself mto the object aforesaio. ed out of a sponging-house, and afterwardb 
1 was so diverted at the ingenuity of the eva- wd the debt ; another he translated into his 
BioQ, that I agreed to pardon his offence, family, and clothed, when he was turned out 
refusmg his note, hpwever, that I might half-naked from jail, in consequence of an 
keep a prosecution for felokiy hanging over act for the relief of insolvent debtors , a 
hiB head, as a security for his fiitUro good third, who was reduced to a woollen night- 
behaviour ; but Timotny would by no cap, and hved upon sheeps’ trotters, up th^ 

trust himself m my hands till the note was pairs of stairs backward, m Butcher-row, he 
accepted Then be made appearance at took into present pay and firee auarters, and 
my door as a blind beggar, and imposed in enabled hun to appear as a j^nueman, with- 
such a manner upon my txM, who had been out haviqg the fear of shenff’s officers before 
his old acquaintance and pot-compamon, his eyes Those who are m distress he sup- 
that the fellow threw the door in his face, and phes with money when he has it, and with his 
even threatened to give him the bastinado, credit when he is out of cash When they 
Hearing a noise m the hall, I vvent thither, want business, he either finds employment 
and immediately recollecting the figure 1 had for them m his own service, or recommends 
passed in the street, accosted him by bis oVvn them to booksellers, to execute some p^ect 
name, to the unspeakable astouisraent of he bos formed for their subsistence They 
the footman.” are always welcome to his table, which, 

Birkm duclared he loved a joke os well as though plain, is plentiful, and to his good 
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offices, as far as they Will go , and, when that, thouifh he pretended to have a knack 
they ecc occasioDi they m&e use of his at hitting offichamcters, he blundered stranj;e« 
name with the most pdtolant ffimiharity ; ly m the distnhoUon of his ffivours, which 
nay, they do not even soraple to aitogate to were genera^y bestowed on the most unde* 
themselves the medt of some of his perform, serving of those who had recourse to his as* 
ances, and have been known to sell their sistanoe , that, tndee4» this preference was 
own lucubrations as the produce of his brain not so much owing to a want of discernment, 
The Scotchman you saw at dinner, once as to want of resmution; for he had not for- 
personated him at an alehouse in West iitude enough to resist the importuni^ even 
Smithficld, and, m the character of S— , of the most worthlesB , and, as he md not 
had his head broke by a cow.keeper, for Igiv- know the value of money, there was very 
ing spoken disrespectfully of the Christian httle merit m parting with it so easily , that 
reFigion , but he took the law of him in his his pnde was gratified in seeing nimself 
own person, and the assailant was fain to coui^bysuoh a number of literary depend, 
give mm ten pounds to withdraw his ac- ents , that, probably, he delighted in hearing 
tion ” them expose and traduce one another, anC 

I observed, that all this appearance of finally, from their information, he became 
liberality on the side of Mr was easily acquainted with all the transactions of Grub 

accounted for, on the supposition that they street, which he had some thoughts of 
flattered him in private, and engaged his ad. compiling, for the entertamment of the pub- 
versarics m public , and yet T was astonish, he 

ed, when I recollecfod that I often had seen I could not help suspecting, from Dick’s 
this wnter virulently abused, m papers, discourBe,that he had some particular srhidge 

poems, and pamphlets, and not a pen was against , upon whose conduct he had 

drawn in bis defence '^But you will be put the worst construction it would bear, 
more astonished,” said he, « when I assure and, by dint of cross-examination,! found he 
you those very guests, whom you saw at his was not at all satisfied with the character 
tabic to.day, were the authors of great part winch had been given m the review of his 
of that abuse , and he himself is well aware last performance, though it bad been treated 
of their particular favours, for they arc all civilly, in consequence of the author’s ap. 
eager to detect and betray one another” plication to the critic* By all accounts, 
this 18 doing the Devil’s work for no- S— * is not without weakness and capnqe ; 
thing,” cned 1 What should induce them but he is certamly good-humoured and civil- 
to revile their benefactor without provoco- ized , nor do I find that there is any thing 
tion**” “Envy,” answered Dick, “is tljje overbearingf cruel, or implacable, m his dis- 
gcncral incitement , but they arc galled by position 

an additional scourge of provocation E- -* - I have dwelt so long upon authors, that 
directs a literary journal, in which their pro- you will, perhaps, suspect I intend to enrol 
ductions are necessarily brought to tnal , myself among the fraternity , but, if I wore 
and though many of them have been treated actually qualified for the profession, it is, at 
with such lenity and lavour as they httlo de- best, but a der^perate resource against stan* 
served, yet the slightest censure, such as mg, as it oflbrds no provision for old age 
perhaps could not be avoided with any pro- and infirmity Salmon, at the age of fbur- 
ten&ions to candour and impartiahty, has score, is now vti a garret, compiling ina^r, 
rankled in the hearts of those authors to at a guinea a sheet, for a modem historian, 
such a degree, that they have taken imme. who, in point of a^, might be his grand- 
diatc vengeance on the critic, m anonymous child ; andPsalmonazar, after having dnidged 
libels, letters, and lampoons Indeed, all half a century in the Utera^ null, in all the 
qrnters of the age, ^od, bad, and mdifibr- simplicity and abstinence of an AsUitic, sub- 
ent, from the moment he assumed this ofilice, sists upon the chanty of a few booksellers, 
became his enemies, either professed, or m just sufficient to keep him from the parish, 
petto, except those of his fliends, who knew I think Guy, who was himself a liboksiriler, 
they had nothing to fear from his stnetures , ougfatJ» have appropnated one wim or ward 
and he must be a wiser man than me, who of his hospital to the use of decayedanthors , 
can tell what advantage or satisfaction he though, indeed, theid is neither hospital, col- 
denves from having brought such a nejst of lege, nor workhouse, within the bills of mor- 
hornets about his ears ” tality, large enough to contain the poor of 

lownedthai was apointwhudiiiiiglitde* this society, composed, as it is, from the 
serve consideration , but sull t expressed a refuse of every other profession, 
dosire to know his real motives fbr eoAtmu- 1 know nou Whether you will find any 
ing his friendship to a set of rascals equally amusement m this account of an odd race 
ungrateful and insignificant He said he did of mortals, whose eonstitntKm had, I own,, 
not pretend to assign any reasonable motive ; greatl]^ interested the curiosity of yours, 
that, if the truth must be told, the man wps^ J. MElirOBD 

in pomt of conduct, a hiost incorrigible feol ; Jbondtmf June 10. 

5P* 
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of receiviog this toy, 1 signified my doubts to 
To Miss Latitia Willis, at GtoocTs. my brother, who said he would consult my 
TEB. uncle on the subject, and seemed to think 

]i£r Barton had been rather premature in his 

MTDBABLBTTTr^TheiOissoniplhmgon presents 
my spirits, which I should not seotare to What wiU be the result of this consult- 
communicate by the ^t , but hstrmg the ation, heaven knows . but I am afraid it will 
opportunity of Mrs bentwood’s return^ 1 produce an explanation with Mr Barton, 
seize it eagerly, to disburden my poor heart, who will, no doubt, avow his passion, and 
which 18 oppressed with fear and vexation solicit thenr consent to a conn«)ction whicli 

0 Letty t what a miserable situation it is to mysioul abhots , for, my dearest Letty, it is 
be without a friend to whom one can apply not m my power to love Mr Barton, even if 
for counsd and consolation in distress ^ i my heart was^ uotouched by any other ten. 
hinted m my last, that one Mr Barton had derness noi that there is any thing dis. 
been very particvdar in his civilities .-—I can agreeable about bit person , Imt there is a 
no longer mistake his meaning lie has total want of that nameless charm which 
fiinnally professed himself my admirer, and, captivates and controls the enchanted spirit 
after a Sioraand assiduities, perceiving I — at least he appears to me to have this dc- 
made but a cold return to his addresses, he feet ; but if he had all the engaging qualifi. 
had recourse to the mediation of Lady Gns- cations which a man oan possess, they would 
kin, who has acted the part of a very warm bo excited m vain against that constancy^ 
advocate m his behalf But, my dear Wil* which, I flatter myselfi is the characteristic 
liB, her ladyship overaots her part She not of my nature. No, my dear Wilhs, 1 may be 
only expatiates on the ample fortune, the involved m feesh troubles, and 1 believe 1 
great connexions, and the unblomished cha- shall, from the importunities of this gentle- 
raoter of Mr Barton, but she takes the trouble man and the violence of my relations, but . 
•to catechise me , and, two days ago, pe- my heart is incapable of change, 
remptonly told me, that a giil of my age You know I put no fkith in dreams , and 
could not possibly resist so many consider- yet 1 have been much disturbed by one that 
ations, if her heart was not pre-engaged visited me last night I thougiit 1 was m a 

Tins insinuation threw me intosn^aflut- church, whore a certain person, whom you 
ter, that she could not but observe my dis- know, was on the point of being married to 
oi^r , and, presuming upon the discovery, my aunt , that the clergyman was Mr Bar- 
insisted upon my maung her the confidante ton, and that poor forlorn I stood weeping m 
of my passion Bfit, although I had not a corner, half naked, and without shoes or 
such command of myself as to conceal the stockings Now 1 know that there is no- 
emotion of my heart, I am not such a child thing so childish as to be moved by those 
as to disclose its secrets to a person who vain illusions , but, nevertheless, m spite of 
would certainly use tliem to its prejudice all my reason, this hath made a strong im- 

1 told her, it was no wonder if I was out of prossion upon my mtnd, which begins to be 
countenance at her introducing a subject of very gloomy. Indeed, 1 have another more 
conversation so unsuitable to my years and sutetantial cause of affliction — I have some 
inexperience . that I believed Mr Barton religious scruples, my dear fnend, which he 
was a very worthy gentleman, and I waa heavy on my conscience. 1 was persuaded 
much obliged to him for his good opinion , to go to the tabernacle, where I heard a dis- 
but the affections were mvoluntaiy, and course that affected me deeply I have 
mine, m particular, had as yet made no eon- prayed fervently to be enlightened, but as yet 
, cessions m his favour She shook her head, I am not sensible of these inward motions, 
with an air of distrust that made me tremble, these operations of grace, which are the signs 
and observed, that if my afl^tions were of a regenerated spmt , and therefore I be- 
free, they would submit to the decision of gin to be m terrible apprehensions about the 
prudence, especiiUly when enforced W the state of my poor soul. Some of our family 
authority of those who had a right to4irecft have had uncommon accessions, parti- 
my conduct This remark impued a desl^pi cnlarly my aunt and Mrs Jenkins, who some- 
to interest my uncle or my aunt, perhaps my tunes speak as if they were really inspired , 
brother, in behalf of Mr Barton’s potion ; so that 1 am not like to want for either ex- 
and 1 am sadly afraid that my aunt is already hoitatton or example, to puxffy my thoughts, 
gaiiied over Yesterday, in the aftemoony and recall them feom the vanities of this 
he bad been walkmg with us m the parkland world, which, indeed, I would willingly re. 
ntoppbg in our return at a toy-shop, he pre- sign, if it was m my power ; but, to make 
eenbd her with a very fine snuff-box, and this sacrificc» I cicat be enabled by such as- 
me wHh a gold eluis, which 1 resoliftely re- sistance from above as hath not yet been m- 
Iiise4« tin she commanded me to accept it, on dulged to your unfortunate finena, 

pasn of her displeasure nevertheloss, LYDIA MELFORD 

stdl unsatisSed with respect to the profmty June 10. 
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scended immediately^ aikt aU the people 
To Sir Wa.trin Philliva^ Bjueit. qv Jxmm wete m commotron baked exceed- 

CoLi/RORi OxoK. ^ ^ ^ imly allee|llfiky^tady filftad her fan, 

^ ^ Mrs groaned uf i^icKt» laitfy changed 

Dlar Phillip0»— *The moment I i^eeeived countenance^ and Mrs Jesduns eohbed aa if 
your letter, I began to execute your oemnuBs- her hea;rtr Was b^akiim My unde, with a 
ion. With the asaiatame of mme host at sneer, ash^ pardon of the ladies for hayiuff 
the Bull and Gate, I dwcoveied the place interrupted meir devotion, saying, he him 
to which your Ibgitive valet had retreated, particular business with the preacher, who^ 
and taxed .|pin with hxs dishonesty. The he ordmd to call a hackney-coach. Hus 
fellow was u manifest eonfiision at sighoof beu^ immediately brought up to the end of 
me— hut he denied the charge with great the fime, he handed Liddy into it; and tny 
c<Hihdenoe , till I told him, that, if he would aunt and 1 following him, we drove home, 

f ive up the watch, which was a family-piece, without taking any farther ndtiee of the rest 
e might keep the money and the clothes, of the company, who still remained in silmit 
and go to the devil his own way, at his Im- astomshment ' ^ 

sure, but, if he rejected this proposal, I woiUd; Mr BtiOnble, perceivnig Li^y in great 

deliver him forthwith to the constable, yhom trepidation, assumed a milder aspect, bidding 
1 had provided br that purpose, and hO'Woidd her to be under no concern, hr he was not 
carry him before the juia^ice without ftrther at all displeased at any tbms she had done, 
delay After some hesitation, he desired to ^^**1 have no objection,^* eSd he, your 
speaik with me in the next room, where he being religiously inclined ; but I don’t think 
produced the watch, with all its appendages , my servant is a {nfoper ghostly director for a 
and 1 have dehvered it to our landbrd, to be devotee of your sex and character. If, m 
sent you by the first safe conveyance So fact (as I rather believe), your aimt is not 
much for business the sole conductress of this machine **«— — 

1 shail] grow vain upon yofor saying you Mrs Tahitha made no ansurcr, btA threw up 
find entertammOnt in tny letters, barren, as the whites of her eyes, as if m the act of 
they certainly are, of incident and impor- ejaculation Poor Lidtly said she had no 
tance , because your amusement must anse, right to the title of a devotee , that she 
not from the matter, but from the manner, thought there was no barm ui hearing a 
which you know is all my own Animated, pious discocuse, even if it came from a foot- 
therefore, by the appro&tion of a person man, especially as her aunt was prcbent, 
whose nice taste and consummate lud^ent but that, if she had erred from ignorance, 
1 can no longer doubt, I will cheerfully pfO« she hoped he would excuse it, as she could 
cced with our memoirs As it is determined not bear the tlioughts of living under his 
we shall set out next week for Yorkshire, 1 displeasure The old gentleman, pressing 
went to-day, in the fbrenoon, with my uncle, her hand, with a tender femile, said she was 
to see a carnage belonging to a coachfuaker a good girl, and that he did not believe her 
in our neighbourhood Turning down a capable of doing any thing that could give 
narrow lane, behind Long Acre, we perceived him the least umbrage or msgust 
a crowd of people standing at a door, which, When we amved at our lodgings, he com- 

it seems, opened into a kind of methodi^ manded Mr Clmker to attend him up stairs, 
meeting, and were informed tliat a footman and spoke to him in these words — ** Since 
was then holding forth to the congregation you are called upon by the Bpmt to preach 
within Curious to see this phenomenon, and to teach, it is high time to lay aside the 
we squeexed into the place with much difiU livery of an earthly master^ and, hr my 
culty , and who should this preacher ihr, ^ l^art, I am unworthy to havn an apostle in 
the identical Humphry Clinker ^ Mi* had my service.” I hope,” said Hum^ry, ** 1 
finished his sermon, and given out a have not failed in my duty to yoor honour— I 

the first stave of which he sung with pectidmr should be a vile wretch if I did, considering 
grace But, if we were astonished to See the misery from which your chsnty and 
Clinker m the pulpit, we were altogether compassion relieved me— but having an in- 
confounded at finding all the females ^ our ward admonition of the spirit—” An ad- 
family among the audience There was monition of the devil,” cned the squire in a 
Lady Gnskin, Mrs Tabitha Bramhley Mrs passion “What admontUoa^ . you Wock- 
Wini&ed Jenkins, my sister Ltddv, Mr head'* What nght hfts such a fo&Ow as you 
Barton, and idl of them jotned in tim fedtn* ^ set up fiu: a imbimer ^Begging your 

ody with strong marks of devotion. ^ honour’s pardon,” replied Clmker, “may 
1 could hurdly keep my gravity on this lu- not the new light of God’fa mce shine upon 
dicrous occasion $ but old SquarOtoes was the poor and ignoiant in their humility, as 
difTerently affected. The first thmg that weU as apcmjhio wealthy and the philoeKi^r 
struck him was the presumption of Jus lac- in aU his pndti^ of human leaming V* “What 
quey, whom he commanded to come down, you imagine tu be the new light of giace,*’ 
with such an air of Authority, as Humphry said hia master, “ I take to be a deceitful 
did not think proper to disregard. He de* {^ppur, ghmmenng through a crack m your 
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qpper story— m a word, Mr Obaker* 1 Witt you, aad she seems veiv well disposed to 
)mve BO light m my w3«at pays reward your labour.** << 1 would not willing- 

the king's taxes, unless it be t|id light jgWe offence to any soul upon earth,” an 

BOn, which you don't pretendto svfoM Humphry; **heft ladyship has been 

\ <<Ah, sir*” cned llumpUy, <*lHe good to me ever since we came to 

of reason is no more, in oompw^son to |Ehe l^ndcm , and sorely she has a heart turned 
light I mean, tlian a&it{iihig; estidle to the for rmipous exorcises, and both she and 
sun at noon ” Vesy thiie,'^s8id my uncle, tady Gnskin sing psalms and hymns like 
**tbe one will sei^ to show you yoiir way, two ^hmrubuns ; rat, at the same Ume, I am 
and the other to dsa^e and confound your bound to love anff^y your hirapur. Itbe- 
weak brain* < Hark yd, Clinker, you are cometb not raeh^ poor ignorant i^llow as 
either an hypoantiesl knaye, or a wrongs metohedd disf^ With a gentleman of rank 
headed ehl^osiast, and, in mmer case, unit and letiniing. * ibr the matter of know- 
for my s^iee. j^you are a quack ui sane** ledge, 1 am no more than a beast m compa- 
ttty you wiS find it an easy rison to yohr honour, therefore 1 aubmit, 

mitbw iioupoi^ upon sdlk women, and and, with God's grace, 1 will follow you to 
otibqm of erased understanding, who will the world’s end, if vou don’t think me too 
contnbtite lavishly for your sup^* If you ikr gone to be out of confinement ” 
are leatty seduced by the revenes of a ois- ms master promised to keep him for some 
turbed imagmation, the sooner you losejtmr time longer on trial , then desired to know 
senses entirely, the hotter for youiudf and in what manner Lady Gnskin and Mr Barton 
the comrnimity* In that case some chanta- came to join their religious society He 
ble person might provide you with a dark told him, that her ladyship was the person 
room and clean straw in Bedlam, where it who ffrst earned my aunt and sister to the 
would not bo in your power to infect others tabernacle, whttiber he atimtded th6m, and 
with your fknaticism , whereas, if you have had his deyotioa ^mdled Mr W — ^’s • 
just refiection enough left io maintain the preaching, thjit^ Was eouflrmsd m this 
character of a chosen vessel m the meetings new way by the piimicbct*4i dmons, winch 
of the godly* you and your hearers will be he had bought end stUji&rd'^im great atten* 
misled by a Wm*o'the*wisp, ftoth one error tion , that his discotiise sna prayers had 
into another, titt you are plunged into a re- brought over Mm Jenkins khd the housc- 
ligious fteni^: and then, perGaps^^u will maid to the same way Of thinking, but as 
h^ yoursmf m despair—” VPtich the for Mr Barton, he had never ssen lam at 
Lotu of his infinite mercy forbid* ''exclaimed service before this day, when he came m 
the siffrighted Clinkear ** It is very possible company with Lady Gnskin. Humphry 
I may be under the temptation of the devil, moreover owned, that he had been encour- 
who wants to wreck me on the rocks of aged to mOimt the rostrum by tho example 
spmtual pnde, Your hpnour says I am and success of a weaver, who was much 
either a knave or a madman, now, as I’ll followed as a powerful mimster tliat, on 
assure your honour I am no knave, it follows his first trial, he found himself under such 
that 1 must be mad; therefore, 1 beseech strong impulsions, as made him believe he 
your honour, upon my knees, to take my was ccrtamly moved by the spint , and 
ease into consiaeration, that means may be that he had assisted m Lady Gnskin’s and 
used for tny lecovuty.” several private houses, at exercises of 

The squire could hot help smding^ at the devotion. ^ 
poor fellow’s simplicity, ( and prbmiaed to Mr Bramble was no sooner informed that 
take care of lam, provided he wouULmiiid her Myship had acted as the prtmum mo- 
ike business of his place, without runmz:^ btU of this confederacy, than fie concluded 
after the new Imfit of methodism ; but Mm she fej^d only made use of Clinker as a tool, 
Tabitha took offence at bis humility, which rahs^ment to the execution of some design, 
sbo mterjpeted into poorness of spirit and io the true semot of which ho was an utter 
Worldly kAiadednesB, She opbragM'tffhl stranger He observed, that her ladyship’s 
with the want of courage to suffik ^ tmi ' bmn was a perfect mill for projects , and 
semneesake ; sheobsemd, that If be abomd that she and ’Babby had certainly enga^d m 
lose his place for bearing testimony of tife' dbme secret treaty, the nature of v^ich he 
truth, Providence would not fed to iSna hm Could not coirprehcnd. ^ 1 told h^m I thought 
nnpilber, perhaps more sdvnhtSgBOOq^ and it was ko di^ult matter to perceive the 
dedanng, that it could not drift <4 ^Mrs WhiCh was to nnsnarc 

to livninafeimly whsfCaninqii^ was fha beM of Barton, and th^^ 
eMUiSimd, retired to another tom ife my Laoy Gnskin acted n her auxiliary • 

^ ^ ^ this supposition would account for their 

followed her with. d s^ffoanli endeavDum.to convert him to methodism, 
lora;) tfmio turmug to the pwstthafV^^ You on event wnidh would occeeion a connection 
beak VtWW my sister saysr*-^ yOTOannOIttve (ff souls that might bg easily unproved into 
with meei^ such terms an I have preic^ a matrimoinal union * 
befe the voojeiti of methodism hea befino^t My uncle seemed tube much diverted by 
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the thoughts of this sheme succeedmg, but of short duration 1 am plunged again m a 
I gave him to understand, tliat Barton was sea of lexation, and the complaints in mjr 
pre-engaged , that he bad the day before made stomach and bowels are zieturned , so that I 
a present of an €tuts to Liddy, which her suppose I sliall be disabled !^m prosecuting 
aunt had obliged her to receive, with a view the excursion I had planned What the de- 
(no doubt) to countenance her own'accept- vil had I to do to come a plague-hunting 
unce of a snuff-box at the same time that, with a leash of females m my tram Yes- 
my sister having made me acquainted With terday my precious sister (who, by the bye, 
this incident, I had desired an explanation has been for some time a profest melJiodist) 
of Mr Barton, who declared his intentions xame into my apartment, attended by Mr 
were honourable, and expressed Ins hope that Barton, and desired an audience with a very 
I would have no objections to his alliibce stately air “ Brother,” said she, ** this 
that 1 had thanked him for the honour he gentleman has something to propose, which 
intended our family , but told him, it would 1 flatter myself will be the more acceptable, 
be necessary to consult her uncle and aunt, as* it will nd you of a troublesome compa- 
who were her guardians , and their approba- nion ” Then Mr Barton proceeded to tJus 
tion being obtained, I could have no objec- effect — I am, indeed, extremely ambitious 
tion to his proposal , though I was persua- of being allied to )our family, Mr Bramble, 
tied that no violence would be offerea to my and 1 hope you will see no cause to inler- 
bister’s inclinations, in a transaction that so poso your authority ” As for authority,” 
nearly interested the happiness of her future said Tabby, interrupting him wuth some 
life , that he had assured rnc, he should never warmth, “I know of none that he has a 
think of availing himself of a guardian’s an- right to ubp on this occasion If I pay him 
thonty, unless he could render his addresses the compliment of making h m acquainted 
agreeable to the young lady herself, and with the stepl intend to take, it is all he can 
that he would immediately demand pcnnis- expect in reason Tins is as much as I be- 
sion of Mr and Mrs Bramble to make Liddy Iieve he would do by me, if lie intended to 
a tender of his hand and fortune change his own situation in life. In a word, 

The squire w’as not insensible to the ad- brother, I am so sensible of Mr Barton’s ex- 
vantages of such a match, and declared he traordmary merit, that I have been prevailed 
would promote it wnth all his influence , but upon to alter my resolution of living a single 
when I took notice that there seemed to be life, and to put my happiness m his lionds, 
an aversion on the side of Liddy, he fraid he by vesting him with a legal title to my per- 
would sound her on the subject, and if her son and fortune, such as they arc The busi- 
reiuctancy was such as would not be •easi'y ness at present is to have the writings 
overcome, he would civilly decline the pio- drawn , and I shall be obliged to jou if you. 
posal of Mr Barton for ho thought that, in will recommend a lawyer Jo me for tliatpur- 
the choice of a husband, a young woman po^e ” 

ought not to sacrifice the leeliiigs of her You ma\ guess w hat an effect this ovor- 

heart for any conbideration upon earth, — tuie hud upon me, who (from the informa- 
** Liddy IS not so desperate,” said he, ^‘as to tion of mv nephew) expected that Barton 
w<irship fortune at such an expense ” 1 take w as to make a formal declaration of his 
It for granted this w^hole aflkir wUl end m pabsion for Liddy, 1 could not help gazing 
smoke , though there seems to be a storm in silent astonishment, altematclv at Tabny 
brewing in the quarter of Mrs Tabby, who and her supposed admirer^ whicn last liung 
sat w’th all the sullendignit v of silence at dm- his head in the most awkward confusion for 
ner, seemingly pregnant with complaint and a few minutes, and then retired, on pretence 
expostulation As she has certainly marked of being suddenly seized with a vertigo 
^Barton for her own prey, sho cannot possibly Mrs Tabitha affcrled much concern, and 
Vavour bis suit witli Liddy , and therefore I would have had him make use of a bed 
expect something extraordinary will attend m the house, hut he insisted upon gomg 
las declaring himself my sister’s adniirer home, that he might have recourse to some 

Tms declaration will certainly be made m drom*, which ho kept for such oniergencieh , 

form, as soon as the lover can pick up reso* and his inamorata acquiesced In the moan 
lution enough to stand the brunt of Mrs time I was exceedingly puzzled at this ad- 
Tabby’s disappointment for he is, without venture (though I suspected the truth), anil 
doubt, aware of her designa upon his person did not, know m wliat manner to demean m\- 
The particulars of the dipnouement ypu shall self towards Mrs Tabitba, when Jerry (^me 
know m duo season Meanwhile, T am d- in and told me he had just seen Mr Barton 
ways yours, J MELK)RD from his chariot at Lady Gnskin’s 

London, June 10 door This Incident seemed to threaten a 

^ visit from her ladyship. With which we were 
! honoured accordingly, in leas than half an 
To Dr Lrwis { hour 1 find,” said she, “ tliere has been 

4 a matplt of cross-purposes among you, good 
Dlar Lrwis, — The deceitful calm was i| folks; and I’m come to set you to rights ” 
' 77 
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So fiaying, she presented me with the follow* 
mg bulet 

** Dear Sir,-*I no sooner recollected my* 
self from the extreme confusion I was thrown 
into by that unlucky mistake of yOur aistbr, 
than I thought it my duty to assure you, that my 
devoirs to Mrs Bramble never exce^ed the, 
bounds of ordinary cmlityi and that my heart 
IS unalterably fixed upon Miss Liddly Melf 
ford) as I had the honour to declare to her 
brother, when he questioned me upon that 
subject Lady Griskin has been so good as 
to charge herself, not only with the deliver} 
of this note, but also with the task of unde- 
ceiving Mrs^Bramble, for whom I have the 
most profiiusd respect and veneration, though 
my affection bemg otherwise engaged, is no 
longer in the power of, sir, your very humble 
servant, ** Ralph Barton ” 

Having cast my eyes over this billet, I 
told her ladyship that 1 would no longer re- 
tard the friendly office she had undertaken , 
and I add Jerry forthwith retired into another 
room There we soon perceived the con- 
verbation grow very warm betwixt the two 
ladies , and at length cpuld distinctly hear 
certain terms of altercation, which we could 
no longer delay interrupting, with any re- 
gard to decorum When we entered the 
scene of contention, wc found Liddy had 
jomed the disputants, and stood trembling 
betwixt them, as if s^e had been afraid they 
would have proceeded to something more 
practical than words Lady Gnskm’s face 
was like the full moon m a storm of wind, 
glaring, fiery, and portentous , while Tabby 
looked grim and ghastly, with an aspect 
breathing discord and dismay Oui appear- 
ance put a stop to their mutual reviUngs , 
but her ladyship, turning to me, — Cousin,” 
said she, 1 can’t help saying T have met 
with a very ungrateful return from this lady, 
for the pains 1 have taken to serve her fami- 
ly ” “ My family is much obliged to your 
ladyship,” cried Tabby, with a kind of hys- 
terical giggle, “but we have no right to 
the good offices of such an honourable go- 
between ” “ But, for all that, good Mrs Ta- 
bitha Bramble,” resumed the other, “ I shall 
be content with the reflection, that virtue w 
its own reward , and it shall not be my fault 
if you continue to make yourself ridiculous. 
Mr Bramble, who lias no little interest «f his 
own to 8er\e, will, no doubt, contribute all 
in his power to promote a match betwixt Mr 
Barton and his niccc, which will be equally 
honouralile and advantageous, and, 1 dare 
' J^iSB Liddy herself will have no objec- 
iion txy a measure so well calculated to make 
her happy n life ” “ T beg your ladyship^s 
pardon,” exclaimed Liddy, with great viva- 
city i I have notliing but misery to expect 
from such a measure , and I hope my guar^ 
dians wiS; have too much compassion to bar- 
ter my pmme of muid for any considmtion 
of interest or fortune.” “ Upon my word, 


Miss Laddy said she, “ you have profited 
by the example of your good aunt 1 com- 
prehend your meaning, and will explain it 
when 1 have a proper opportunity In the 
mean Ume I sh^l take my leave — Madam, 
your most obedient and devoted humble ser- 
vant,^’ said she, advancing close up to my 
sister, and courtesying so low, that t thought 
she intended to squat herself down on the 
floor This salutation Tabby returned with 
equal solemnity , and the expression of the 
two faces, while they continued in this atti- 
tude, would he no bad subiect for a pencil 
like that of the incomparable Hogarth, if any 
such should ever appear again in these times 
of dullness and degeneracy 

Jerry accompanied her ladyship to her 
house, that he might have on opportunity to 
restore the etuis to Barton, and advise him 
to give up his suit, "which was so disagree- 
able to his Bister, against whom, howe\er, 
he returned much irritated Lady Griskm 
had assured him, that Liddy’s heart was pre- 
occupied , and immediately the idea of Wil- 
son recurring to his imagmation, his family 
pride took the alarm. He denounced ven- 
geance against that adventurer, and was dis- 
posed to be very peremptory with his sister , 
but 1 desired he would auppress his resent- 
ment, until I should have talked with her m 
pnvate 

The poor girl, when I earnest!} pressed her 
on this head, owned, with a flood oHears, that 
Wilson had actually come to the hot well at 
Bristol, and even introduced himself into our 
lodgings as a Jew pedlar , but that nothing 
had passed betwixt them, further than her 
begging him to withdraw iramediatedy, if he 
had any regard for her peace of mind that 
he had disappeared accordingly, afrer having 
attempted to prevail upon my sister’s maid to 
deliver a letter, which, however, she refused 
to receive, though she had consented to car- 
ry a message, importing, that he was a gen- 
tleman of a good ffimily, and that, in a very 
little time, he would avow his passion in that 
character She confessed, that, although he 
had not kept his word in this particular, he 
was not yet altogether indifferent to her af-, 
fection , hat solemnly promised she would 
never carry on any correspondence with him, 
or any other admirer, for the future, without 
the privity and approbation of her brother 
and me 

By this declaration she made her own 
peaco with Jerry , but the hot-headed boy is 
mote than ever incensed against Wilson, 
whom he now considers as an impostor that 
liarbours some infamous design upon the 
honour of his family As for Barton, he was 
not a little mortified to find bis present re- 
turned, and his addresses so unfavourably re- 
ceived , but he IS not a man to be deeply 
affected by such disappointments , and I 
know not wliether he is not as well pleased 
lirith being discarded by Liddy^ as he would 
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have been with a permission to prosecute crowd , and though I should not be laid up 
his pretensions, at the nsk of beinp eveiy with the gout, as 1 believe I shall, 1 must 
day exposed to the revenge or machinations stay at London for some weeks, till the poor 
of Tabby, who is not to be slighted with im- devil comes to his tnal at Rochester , so 
punity 1 had not much time to moralize on that, in all probability, my northern expedi- 
these occurrences , for the house was visited tion is blown up 

by a constable and his gang, with a warrant If you can find any thing in your philoso- 
from Justice Buzzard, to search the box of phical budget to console me in the mi^t of 
Humphry Clinker, my footman, who' was these distresses and apprehensions, pray let 
just apprehended as a highwayman This it be communicated to your unfortunate 
incident threw the whole family into con- friend, MATT BRAMBLE 

fusion My sister scolded the constable for London, June 12 
presuming to enter the lodgings of a gentle- 
man on such an errand, without having first 

asked and obtained permission , her maid To Sin Watkin Phillips, Bart of Jesls 
was fnghtened into fits, and Liddy shed team College, Oxon 

of compassion for the unfortunate Clinker, 

in whoso box, however, nothing was found Dear Wat, — The farce is finished, and 
to confirm the suspicion of robbery another piece of a graver cast brought upon 

For my own part, I made no doubt of the the stage Our aunt made a desperate at- 
follow’s being mistaken for some other per- tack upon Barton, who had no other way of 
son, and I went directly to the justice, in or- saving himself but by leaving her in possess- 
der to procure his discharge , but there 1 ion of the field, avowing his pretensions to 
found the matter much more serious than 1 Liddy, by whom he has been rmected in his 
expected Poor Clinker stood trembling at turn Lady Griskm acted as his advocate 
the bar, surrounded by thief-takers , and, at and agent on this occasion, with such zeal 
a little distance, a thick squat fellow, a post- as embroiled her with Mrs Tabitha , and a 
ilion, his accuser, who had seized him in the high scene of altercation passed betwixt 
street, and swore positively to his person, these two religionists, which might have 
that the said Clinker had, on the l«^h day come to action, had not my uncle inter- 
of March last, on Blackheath, robbed a gen- posed They are, however, reconciled, in 
tleman, in a post-chaise, which he (the post- consequence of an event which has involved 
ilion) drove This deposition was sufficient us all m trouble and disquiet You must 
to justify his commitment , and he was sent know, the poor preacher, Humphry Clinker, 
accordingly to Clcrkenwell prison, whither is now exercising his ministry among the 
Jerry accompanied him 1 1 the coach, in or- felons in Clerkenwcll prison A postihon 
der to recommend him pnipcrly to the keep- having sworn a robbciy against him, no bail 
er, that he may want for no convenience could be taken, and he was committed to 
winch the place afibrds gaol, notwithstanding all the remonstrances 

The spectators who assembled to see this and interest my uncle could make in his 
highwayman, were sagacious enough to dis- behalf 

rem something very villainous in his aspect , All things considered, the poor fellow can- 
wliich, begging their pardon, is the very pic- not possibly be guilty, and yet, I believe, he 
ture of simplicity and the justice himself runs some nsk of being hanged Upon his 
put a \ ery unfavourable construction upon examination, he answered with such hesita- 
some of his answers, which, he said, savour- tion and reserve, as persuaded most of the 
ed of the ambiguity and equivocation of an people, who crowded the place, that he was 
old oiTender but, in ray opinion, it would really a knave , and the justice’s remarks 
have been more just and humane to impute confirmed their opinion Exclusive of my 
them to the confusion into which we may uncle and myself, there was only one person 
suppose a poor country lad to be thrown on who seemed inclined to favour the culprit 
such an occasion I am still persuaded he is lie was a young man, well dressed, and 
innocent , and, in this persuasion, I can do from^he manner m which ho cross-examined 
no less than use my utmost endeavours that the evidence, wO took it for granted that he 
he may not be oppressed I shall, to-morrow, was a student in one of the inns of court 
send my nephew to wait on the gentleman He freely checked the justice for some un- 
who was robbed, and beg he will have the charitable inferences he made to the preju- 
humanity to go and see the pnsoner , that, dice of the prisoner, and even ventured to 
, in case he should find him quite different disputcwithbls worship on certain points of 
from the person of the highwayman, he may law 

bear testimony in his behalf However it My uncle, provoked at the unconnected 
may fore with Clinker, this cursed affair will ard dubious answers of Clinker, who soem- 
be to me productive of intolerable chagrin ed in danger of falling a sacrifice to his sim- 
I have already caught a dreadful cold, by phcity, exclaimed-*** In the name of God, ir 
rushing into the open air from the justice^ you are innocent, saj^ so” ‘*No,” cried 
parlour, where I bad been stewing m the ne, ** God forbid that I should call myself 
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innocent, whilp ray conscience is burdened six months, though he kneiv he had been 
with sin ” ** Wiiat* then, you did commit sick of the fever and ague, which, however, 
tttts robbery resumed his roaster did not prevent him from going about Then, 

sure,” said he, “blessofl be the Lord, Tm turning up Ins eyes, he ejaculated, — ^‘The 
free of that guilt ” Lord’s will be done ' if it be my fate to suf- 

Here the justice int«|||>QBed, observing, fer, I hope I shall not disgrace the faith, of 
that the man seemed inclined to make a dis- which, though unworthy, I make profession ** 
covery by tutrotng king’s evidence, and de- When I expressed my surprise that the 
sired the clerk to tokeliis confession , upon accuser should persist in charging Clinker, 
which Humphry dcelared, that he looked without taking the least notice of the real 
upon confessi^ to be a popish fraud, in- robl^r, who stood before him, and to whom, 
vented by the whore of Babylon The Tern- indeed, Humphry bore not the least rosem- 
plar aifirmed, tlbdt tlic poor fellow was non blance, the constable (who was himself a 
compoif and exhorted the fustice to dis- thief-taker) gave me to understand, tliat Mr 
charge him as a lunatic “ You know very Martin was the best qualified for business 
well, added he, “that the robbery in ques- of all the gentlemen on the load he had ever 
tioQ was not committed by the prisoner ” known , that he had always acted on his 
The thief-takers grinned at one another, own bottom, without partner or correspond- 
and Mr Justice Buzzard replied with great eht, and never went to work but when he 
emotion, — “Mr Martin, I dcbire you will was cool and sober, that his courage and 
nund your own business , I shall convince presence of mmd never failed him , that his 
you one of these days that 1 understand address was genteel, and his behaviour void 
mine ” In short, there was no remedy , the of all cruelty and insolence , that he never en- 
imttinius was made out, and poor Clinker cumbered himself with watches, or trinkets, 
sent to prison in a hackney-coach, guarded nor even with bank-notes, but always dealt 
by the constable, and accompanied % your for ready money, and that in the current 
humble servant By the way, 1 was not a coin of tlie kingdom , and that he could dis- 
littlc surprised to hear this retainer to jus- guise himself and his horse in such a man- 
tice bid the prisoner to keep up his spirits, ner, that, after the action, it was impossible 
for that he did not at aU doubt but that he to recognise either the one or the other 
would get off for a few weeks* confinement “ This great man,” said he, “ has reigned 
He said, his worship knew very well that paramount in all the roads within fifiy m?lc‘t> 
Clinker was innocent of the fart, and that of London above fifteen months, and has 
the real highwayman who robbed the chaise, done more business in that time than all the 
was no otner than that very individual Mr rest of the profession put together , for those 
Martin, who had pleaded so strenuously for who pass through his hands arc so delicately 
honest Humphry dealt with, that thev have no desire to give 

Confounded at this information, I asked, — him the least disturbance , but, for all that, 
“ Why then is ho suffered to go about at his his race is almost run He is now fluttering 
liberty, and this poor innocent fellow treated about justice, like a moth about a candle 
as a malefactor “ We have exact mtcl- There are so many hme-twigs laid in his 
ligence of all Mr Martin’s transactions,” way, that 1*11 bet a cool hundred he swings 
said he, “but as }ct there is no evidence before Christmas ” 

sufficient for his ( oiiviction , and as for this Shall I own to you, that this portrait, 
young man, the justice could do no less than drawn by a ruffian, heightened by what I 
commit him, as the postilion swo*^ point myself had observed in his deportment, has 
blank to his identity ” “ So, if this rascally interested me warmly in the fate of poor 

postilion should persist in the falsity to Martin, whom nature seems to have intend- 
wbirh he has sworn,” said I, “this innocent ed for a useful and honourable member of 
lad may be brought to t!ie gallow^s ” that community upon which he now preys 

The constable observed, that he would for subsistence » It seems he lived some 
have time enough to prepare for his trial, time as a clerk to a timber-merchant, whose 
and might prove an ahhi , or, perhaps, ^Mar- daughter Martin having privately married, 
tin mi^it be apprehended and convicted for he was discarded, and his wife turned out 
another fact, m which case he might be of doors She did not long survive her mar- 
prewaded upon to take this affair upon him- riage , and Martin, turning fortune-hunter, 
self, or, finally, if these chances should fail, could not supply his occasions any other 
the evidence stand good against Clinker, way, than by taking to the road, m which be 
the^uiy might recommend him to mercy, in has travelled hitherto with uncommon suc- 
consideration of his youtli, especially it this cess He pays his respects regularly to Mr 
ahould appear to be the first fact of which Justice Buzzard, the thief-catcher-general 
ho had been guilty of this metropolis, and sometimes they smoke 

HumpiiTy owned he could not pretend to a pipe together very lovingly, when the con- 
recoJlect where he had been on the day when versation generally turns upon the nature of 
the robbery was committed, much less prove evidence The justice has given him fair 
« circouistERce of that kind so far back as w'arning to take care of himself, and he has 
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received his caution iii part* Hitherto 
he has baffled all the vigilance* art and ac* 
tivity of Buzzard and ms ennssanes, with 
such conduct as would have done honour to 
the genius of a Ciesar or a Turenne , but he 
has one weakness, which has proved fata] to 
all the heroes of the tribe, namely, an indis- 
creet devotion to the fair sex, and, in all pro- 
bability, he will be attacked on this defence- 
less quarter 

Be that as it may, I saw the body of |K>or 
Clinker consigned to the gaoler of Clerken- 
well, to whose indulgence I recommended 
him so effectually, that he received him m 
the most hospitable manner, though there 
was a necessity for equipping him with a 
suit of irons, m which he made a very rueful 
appearance The poor creatine seemed as 
much aifected by my uncle’s kindness as by 
1)16 own misfortune When 1 assured him 
that nothing should be left undone for pro- 
curing his enlargement, and making his con- 
linomont easy m the mean time, he fell down 
upon his knees, and kissing my hand, which 
lie bathed with his tears, — “ O squire cned 
he, sobbing, “ what shall I say * — I can’t — 
no, I can’t speak — my poor heart is bursting 
with gratitude to you and my dear — dear — 
generous — noble benefactor 

1 protest, the scene became so pathetic, 
that I was fain to force myself away, and 
returned to my uncle, who sent me in the 
afternoon with his compliments to one Mr 
Mead, the person who had been robbed on 
Blackheath As 1 did not find him at home, 
1 left a message, in consequence of which 
he called at our lodging this morning, and 
very humanely agreed to visit the prisoner. 
By this time Lady Gnskin had come to make 
her formab compliments of condolence to 
Mrs Tabitha on this domestic calamity , and 
tliat prudent maiden, whose passion was now 
cooled, thought proper to receive her lady- 
ship so civilly, that a reconciliation imme- 
diately ensued* These two ladies resolved 
to comfort the poor prisoner in their own 
persons, and Mr Mead and I squired them 
to Clerkenwell, my uncle being detained at 
lieme by some slight complaints in his sto- 
mach and bowels 

The turnkey, who received us at Clerken- 
well, looked remarkably sullen , and when 
we inquired for Clinker, — “ I don^t care if 
the devil had him, said he , here has been 
nothing but canting and praying since the 
fellow entered the place Rabbit him * the 
tap will be ruined — we han’t sold a cask of 
beer, nor a dozen of wine, since he paid his 
garnish — ^the gentlemen get drunk with no- 
thing but your damn’d religion For my 
part, I believe as how your man deals w ith 
the devil Two or three as hold hearts as 
ever took the air upon Hounslow, have been 
blubbering all night , and if the fellow an’t 
speedily removed ny habeas corpus, or other- 
wise, I’ll be damn’d if there’s a gram of true 
5 0* 77* 


spirit left within these walls — we shan’t have 
a soul to do credit to the place, or to make 
his exit like a true-born EnglisWan— damn 
my eyes, there will be nothing but snivelling 
ip the cart — we shall all die like so many 
psalm-singing weavers ” 

In short, we found that Humphry was, at 
that very instant, haranguing the felons in 
the chapel } and tliat the jailor’s wife and 
daughter, together with my aunt’s woman, 
Wih Jenkins, and our house-maid, were 
among the audience, which we immediately 
joined* I never saw any thing so strongly 
picturesque as tins congregation of felons 
clanking their clams, in the midst of whom 
stook orator Clinker, expatiating, in a trans- 
port of fervour, on the torments of hell de- 
nounced in scripture against evil<*docrs, com- 
prehending murderers, robbers, thieves, and 
whoremongers The variety of attention 
exhibited in the hices of those ragamuffins, 
formed a groupe, that would not have dis- 
graced the pencil of a Raphael In one, it 
denoted admiration , m another, doubt , m a 
third, disdain , m a fourth, contempt , in a 
fifth, terror , m a sixth, derision , and m a 
seventh, indignation As for Mrs Winifred 
Jenkins, she was in tears, overwhelmed with 
sorrow , but whether for her own sms, or the 
misfortune of > Clinker, I cannot pretend to 
say The other females seemed to listen 
with a mixture of wonder and devotion 
The jailor’s witc declared he was a saint in 
trouble, saying, she wished from her heart 
there was such another good soul like him 
in every gaol in England 

Mr Aload, ha\ing earnestly surveyed the 
preacher, declared his appearance was so 
different from that of the person who robbed 
him on Blackhcdth, that he could freely 
make oath he was not the man But Hum- 
phry himself was by this time pretty well rid 
of all apprehensions of being hanged , for he 
had been the night before solemnly tried and 
acquitted by his fellow-pnsonera, some of 
whom he had already converted to method- 
ism He now' made proper acknowledge- 
ments for the honour of our visit, and was 
permitted to kiss the hands of tlie ladies, 
who assured him* he might depend upon their 
friendship and protection Lady Giiskin, 
in her great zeal, exhorted his fellow-pnson- 
ers tc^rofit by the precious opportunity of 
having such a saint in bonds among them, 
and turn over a new leaf for the benefit of 
their poor souls , and, that her admonition 
might have the greater effect, she. reinforced 
it with her bounty. 

While she and Mrs Tabby returned m the 
coach with the two maid-servants, 1 waited 
on Mr Mead to the house of Justice Buzzard, 
wtho, having beai^ his declaration, said, his 
oath could ^ of no use at present, but that 
he would be a matenal evidence for the pri- 
soner at his tnal , so that there seems to be 
no remedy hut patience for poor Clinker 
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and indeed the same virtue, or medicine, 
will be necessary for us all, the sqmre in 
particular, who had set his heart upon his 
excursion to the northward 

While we were visiting honest Humphry 
in Clerkenwell prison, my uncle received a 
much more extraordinary vis^ at his own 
lodgings, Mr Martin, of whom I have made 
bU(£ honourable mention, desired permission 
to pay him his respects, and was admitted 
accordingly Ho told him, that having ob. 
served him, at Mr Buzzard’s, a good deal 
diBtarbed by what had happened to his ser- 
vant, he had come to assure him ho had no- 
tlung to apprehend for Clinker’s life , for, if 
it was possible that any jury could hnd him 
guilty, upon such evidence, he, Martin him- 
self, would produce in court a per'^on whofco 
deposition would bring him off as clear as 
the sun at noon Sure the fellow would not 
be so romantic as to take the robbery upon 
himself He said the postilion was an in- 
famous fellow, who had been a dabbler in | 
the same profession, and saved his life at the 
Old Bailey by impeaching his companions , 
that, being now reduced to great poverty, he 
had made this desperate push, to swear away 
the life of an innocent man, in hopes of 
having the reward upon his conviction , but 
that he would hnd nimself miserably disap- 
pointed, for the justice and his myrmidons 
were determined to admit of no interloper in 
this branch of business , and that he did not 
at all doubt but that they would find matter 
enough to stop the evidence himself before 
the next gaol delnery He affirmed, that 
all these circumstances were well known to 
the justice , and that his seventy to Clinker 
was no other than a hint to /ns master to 
make him a present in private, as an ac- 
knowledgement of his candour and humanity 
This hint, however, was so unpalatable to 
Mr Bramble, that he declared with great 
warmth, he would rather confine himself fui 
life to iKindon, which he detested, than be at 
liberty to leave it to-morrow, in consequence 
of encouraging corruption in a magistrate 
Hearing, however, how favourable Mr Mead’s 
report had been for the prisoner, he resolved 
to take tlie advise of counsel, in what man- 
ner to proceed for his immediate enlarge- 
ment I make no doubt but in a day or two 
this troublesome busmess may be disdhssed , 
And in tins hope we are preparing for our 
journey If our endeavours do not miscar- 
ry, we shall have taken the field before you 
hear again from yours, J MELpORD 
( Itondan, June 11 


To Dr Lew'is 

/ * 

Thank heaven* dear Lewis, the clouds 
are dispersed , and I have now the clearest 
prospect of my summer campaign, which, I 
hoj^e^ 1 shall be able to begin to-morrow* 


I took the advice of counsel with respect to 
the case of Clinker, in whose favour a lucky 
accident has intervened The fellow who 
accused him has had his own battery turned 
upon himself Two days ago he was appre- 
hended for a robbery on the highway, and 
committed on the evidence of an accomplice 
Clinker having moved for a writ of habeas 
corpus was brought before the lord-chief 
justice, who, in consequence of an afiid 
of ahe gentleman who had been robbed, n ^ 
porting that the said Clinker was not tin 
person who stopped him on the highway, as 
well as 111 consideration of the postiiion’b cha- 
racter and present circumstances, was pleas- 
ed to order that tny servant should be admit- , 
ted to bail , and he has been discharged ac- 
cordingly, to the unspeakable satisfaction of 
our whole family, to which he has recom- 
mended himself in an extraordinary maiinei, 
not only by his obliging deportment, but bv 
his talents of pieaching, praying, and singing 
psalms, which he has exercised with such 
effect, that even Tabby respects him as a 
choben vessel If there was any thing like 
affectation or hypocrisy in this excess of reli- 
gion, 1 would not keep mm in my service , hu* 
so far as I can observe, the fellow’s character 
IS downright simplicity, warmed with a Kind 
of enthusiasm, which renders him very sus- 
ceptible of gratitude and attachment to iii.s 
benefactors *■ 

As he IS an excellent horseman, and cn. 
derstands fai nerv, I have bought a stout 
gf Iding for Ins use, that he may attend ub on 
the road, and have an eye to our cattle, jii 
case the coachman should not mind his bus'- 
ness My nephew, who is to ride his own 
saddle-horse, has taken (upon trial) a ser- 
vant ]ust f ome from abroad witlf his formei 
master, Sii William Strollop, who voiichtH 
for hib honesty The fellow, whose name jr 
D utton, seemb to be a petH mailre He had 
got a smattering of French, bows and grio-^ 
and shrugs, and takes snuff a la 7aode dr 
France , but values himself chiefly upon Ins 
skill and dexterity in hair-dressing If I aai 
not much deceived by appearance, lie is, in 
all respects, the very contrast of IJunipWy 
Clinker 

My sister has made up matters with Lady 
Gnskin , though, I inubt own, I should noi 
have been sorry to see that connection en- 
tirely destroyed but Tabby is not of a di-^- 
position to forgive Barton, who (I under- 
stand) 18 gone to his seat in Berkshire toi 
the summer-season 1 cannot help suspect- 
ing, that, in the treaty of peace which has 
been lately ratified betwixt those tw o females, < 
It IS stipulated, that her ladyship shall use 
her best endeavours to provide an agreeabh' 
help-mate for our sister Tabitha, who seenib 
to be quite desperate in her matrimonial de- 
^ signs Perhaps the match-maker is to have 
a valuable consideration in the way of bro- 
keragO) which she will most certainly deserve, 
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if she can find any man m his senses who 
will yoke with Mrs Bramble from motives of 
affection or interest 

I find my spirits and my health affect each 
other reciprocidly — ^that is to say, eveiy 
thing that discomposes my mind, produces 
a correspondent disorder in my body , and my 
bodily complaints are remarkably mitigated 
by those considerations that dissipate the 
clouds of mental chaenn The imprison- 
ment of Clinker brought on those symptoms 
which I mentioned in my last, and now they 
aie vanished at his discharge It must be 
owned, mdeed, I took some of the tincture 
of ginseng, prepared according to your pre- 
scription, and found it exceedingly grateful 
to tlie stomach , but the pain and 'sickness 
continued to return, after short intervals, till 
the anxiety of my mind was entirely remov- 
ed, and then I found myself perfectly at 
ease We have had fair weather these ten 
days, to the astonishment of the Londoners, 
who think it portentous If you enjoy the 
same indulgence in Wales, I hope Barnes has 
got my hay made, and safe-cocked, by this 
time Ah we shall be in motion for some 
w eeks, ] cannot expect to hear from you os 
usual , but 1 shall continue to write from 
every place at which we make any halt, that 
you may know our track, in case it should 
bo necessary to communicate any thing to 
ybur assured friend, 

MATT BRAMBLE 
Jjondo% June 14 


To Mrs Mary Jones, at Bramulfton- 
Hall 

Dear Mar v,— -Having the occasion of 
my cousin Jenkins of Aborga'uy, I send you 
(as a token) a turkey-shell comb, a kiple of 
yards of green iibbon, and a sannent upon 
the nothingness of good works, which was 
preached in the tabernac le , and you wnll al- 
so receive a horn-buck for Saul, whereby she 
may learn her letters , for I am much con- 
sarned about the state of her poor sole— 
dnd what are all the pursuits of this life to 
the consarns of that immortal part — what 
IS life but a veil of attiiction — O Mary » the 
w hole family have been in such a constipa- 
tiort ’ Mr Clinker has been in trouble, but 
the gates of hell have not been able to pre- 
vail against him His virtue is like pour 
gold, seven times tried m the fire He was 
tuck up for a robbery, and had before Gus- 
tass Bushard, wdio made his mittambuse, 
and the pore youth was sent to prison upon 
the fds oaf of a vvillian, that wanted to 
sware his life away for the looker of com 

The squire did all in his power, but could 
not prevent bis being put in chains, andcon.* 
fined among common manufactors, where he 
stud like an innocent sheep in the midst of 
wolves and tygers. Lord knows what 


mought have happened to this pyehouse 
young man, if master had not applied to 
Apias Korkus, who lives with the ould bai- 
liff, and IS, they say, five hundred years ould 
(God bless us ') and a congeror , but if he 
be, sure Tam he don’t deal with the devil, 
otherwise he wouldn’t have fought out Mi 
Clinker, as he did, in spite of stone walls, 
iron bolts, and double locks, that flew open 
at his command for ould Scratch has not a 
greater enemy upon hearth than Mr Clinker, 
who is indeed a very powerful labourer m 
the Lord’s vineyard 1 do no more than use 
the words of my good lady, who has got the 
infectual calling , and 1 trust, that even my- 
self, though unworthy, shall find grease to be 
accepted Miss Liddy has been touched to 
the quick, but is a little timoursome , hovi- 
somever, I make no doubt but she and all of 
us will be brought, by the endeavours of Mr 
Clinker, to produce blessed fruit of genera- 
tion and repentance As fbr master and the 
young squire, they have as yet had narro 
glimpse of the new light I doubt as how 
thcif hearts are hardened by worldly wisdom, 
which, as the pyebill saith, is foolishness in 
the sight of God 

O Mary Jones ' pray without ceasing for 
grease to prepare you for the operations ot 
this wonderful instrument, which I hope will 
be exercised this winter upon you and others 
at Bramblcton-hall To-morrow we are to 
set ort in a co\ and foui for Yorkshire , and 
(I belieic) wc shall travel that way fir, and 
far, and fartlier than I can tell , but I ehan t 
go so far as to forget my friends , and Marv 
Jones will always be remembered as one ot 
them by her humble sarvant, 

WIN JENKINS 

London^ Junv 14 


To Mrs Gwylcim, Housekeeper at 
Braudi.ei on-Hall 

MrsGvvalttm, — I can’t help thinking it 
very strange, that I nev^'er had an answer to 
the letter 1 wrote you some weeks ago from 
Bath, concerning the sour bear, the gander, 
and the maids eating butter, which f won’t 
allow to be wasted W e are now going upon 
a long gurney to tlie north, whereby I de&i e 
you #ill redouble your care andcircumflexi^n, 
that the family may be well managed m oir 
absence for you know you must render an 
accunt, not only to your earthly master, but 
also to him that is above , and if you are 
found a good and faithful sarvant, great will 
be your reward in haven 1 hope there will 
hetvventy stun of cheese ready for market by 
tlie time I get huom, and as much owl spun 
will make half a dozen pair of blankets , and 
that the savings of the buttermilk will fetch 
me a good penny before Martinmas, as the 
two pigs are to he fed for baking with birch- 
mast and acorns 
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I wrote to Dr Lewis for the same porpuss, 
but he never had the good manners to take 
the least notice of my letter , for which rea- 
son 1 shall never favour him with another» 
though ho beshits me on his bended knees^ 
You will do well to keep a watchful eye over 
the bind Villiams, who is one of his amisso. 
nes, and, I believe, no better than he should 
be at bottom God forbid that I should lacki 
Christian chanty , but chanty begins at huom, 
and sure nothing can be a more chantable work 
than to nd the ikmily of such vermin I do 
suppose, that the bnndled cow has been had 
to the parson’s bull, that old Moll has had 
another litter of pigs, and that Dick has be- 
come a mighty mouser l^y order every 
thing fbr the best, and be frugal, and keep 
the maids to their labour If I had a private 
opportunity, I would send them some hymns 
to sing instead of profane ballads , but, as 
1 can’t, they and you must be contented 
with the prayers of yoUr assured friend, 

T BRAMBLE 

London^ June 14 


To SiE Watkin Phillips, Bart of Jesus 
College, Oxon 

Dear Phillips,— The very day after I 
wrote my last, Clinker was set at liberty 
As Martin had foretold, the accuser was 
himself committed for a robbery, upon un- 
questionable evidence lie had been for 
some time in the snares of the thief-taking 
society , who, resenting his presumption in 
attempting to encroach upon their monopoly 
of impeachment, had him taken up and 
committed to Newgate, on the deposition of 
an accomplice, who has been admitted as 
evidence for the king The postilion being 
upon record as an old offender, the chie£ 
justice made no scruple of admitting Clinker 
to bail, when lie perused the affidavit of Mr 
Mead, importing, that the said Clinker was 
not the person that robbed him on Black- 
heath , and honest Humphry was discharged 
When he came home, he expressed great 
eagerness to pay his respects to his master , 
and here his elocution failed him, but his 
Mlence was pathetic , he fell down at his 
feet, and embraced his knees, shedding 4i' 
flood of tears, which my uncle did nof see 
Without emotion lie took snuff m some 
confusion, and, putting liis hand in his 
pocket, gave his blessing m something more 
substanual than vv ords — “ Clinker,” said he, 
“ I am BO well convinced, both of your hon- 
oaty end courage, that 1 am resolved to make 
you my lifc-guard-man on the highway 

He was accordingly provided with a case 
of piatols, and a carbine to be slung across, 
Ills slMiiulders , and every other preparation 
being made, we set out last Thursday, at 
seven ul the morning, my uncle, with the 
three women, m tlie coach , Humphry, well 


mounted on a black gelding bought for his 
use , myself a-borseback, attended by my 
new valet, Mr Dutton, an exceeding cox- 
comb, fresh from his travels, whom I have 
taken upon trial The fellow wears a soli- 
taire, uses paint, and takes rappee with all 
the gnmace of a French marquis At pre- 
sent, however, he is in a riding dress, jack 
boots, leather breeches, a scarlet waistcoat 
with gold binding, a laced hat, a hanger, a 
Fre»ch posting-whip in his hand, and his 
hair en queue 

Before we had gone nine miles, my horse 
lost one of his shoes , so that I was obligeo 
to stop at Barnet, to have another, while the 
coach proceeded at an easy pace over the 
common About a mile short of Hatfield, 
the postilions, stopping the carriage, gave 
notice to Clinker that there were two suspi- 
cious fellows a-horseback at the end of a 
lane, who seemed waiting to attach the 
coach Humphry forthwith apprised my 
uncle, declaring he would stand by him to 
the last drop of his blood , and, unslinging 
his carbine, prepared for action The squire 
had pistols in the pockets of the coach, and 
resolved to make use of them directly , but 
he was effectually prevented by his female 
companions, who flung themselves about his 
neck, and screamed m concert At that 
instant, who should oome up, at a hand- 
gallop, but Martin, the highwayman, whfr, 
advancing to the coach, begged the ladies 
would compose themselves for a moment, 
then, desiring Clinker to follow him to the 
charge, he pulled a pistol out of Jus bosom, 
and they rode up together to give battle to 
the rogues, w ho having fired at a great dis- 
tance, fled across the common They were 
in pursuit of the fugitives when f came up, 
not a little alarmed at the shrieks in the 
coach, where I found my uncle in a violent 
rage, without his periwig, struggling to dis- 
entangle himself from Tabby and the other 
two, and swearing with great vociferation 
Before I had time to interpose, Martin and 
Clinker returned from the pursuit, and the 
former paid his compliments with great po- 
liteness, giving us to understand, that th^ 
fellows had scampered off, and that he be- 
lieved they were a couple of raw ’prentices 
from Jjondon He commended Clinker for 
his courage, and said, if we would give him 
leave, he would have the honour to accom- 
pany us as far as Stevenage, where he had 
some business 

The squire having recollected and ad|usted 
himself, was the first to laugh at his own 
situation , but it was not without difficulty 
that Tabby’s arms could be untwisted from 
his neck , Liddy’s teeth chattered, and Jen- 
kins was threatened with a fit as usual 1 
had commumcated to my unde the character 
of Martin, as it was described by the consta- 
ble, and he was much struck with its singu- 
lanty He could not suppose the fellow bad 
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any design upon our company, which was so humble, that will afford me bread in modera- 
numerous and well artKind , he therefore tion, and sleep in sa^ty Perhaps you may 
thanked him for the service he had just done think I flatter, when I say, that uom the 
them, said he would be glad of his company, moment 1 was witness to your generous con- 
and asked him to dine with os at Hatfield.^ cern in the cause of your servant, 1 conceived 
This invitation might not have been agreea- a particular esteem and veneration for your 
ble to the ladies, had they known the real person , and yet what I say is true I 
profession of pur guest , out this was a se- should think myself happy, if I could be ad- 
cret to all except my uncle and myself. Mrs mitted into your protection and service as 
Tabitha, however, would by no means con- house-steward, clerk, butler, or bailiff, for 
sent to proceed with a case of loaded pisfbls either of which plapes I think myself tolera^ 
in the coach, and they were forthwith die- bly well qualified, and, sure I am, 1 should 
charged, m complaisance to her and the rest not be found deficient in ^atitude and fidel- 
of the women ity , at the same time, 1 am very sensible 

Being gratified m this particular, she he- how much you must deviate firom the com- 
camc remarkably good-humoured, and at mon maxims of discretion, even in putting 
dinner behaved in tl|p most affable manner my professions to the trial , but I don’t look 
to Mr Martin, viith whose polite address, upon you as a person that thinks in the Gr- 
and agreeable conversation, she seemed to dmary style , and the delicacy of my situa- 
bc much taken After dinner, the landlord tion will, 1 know, lustify this address to a 
accosting me in the yard, asked, with a sig- heart warmed witli benencence and compas- 
nificant look, if the gentleman that rode the sion Understanding you are going pretty 
sorrel belonged to our company I under- for north, I shall take an opportunity to throw 
stood his meaning, but answered no , that myself in your way again before you reach 
he had come up with us on the common, and the borders of Scotland , and, I hope, by 
helped ufe to drive away two fellows that that time you shall have taken into conside- 
looked like highwaymen He nodded three ration the truly distressful case of, honoured 
times distinctly, as much as to say he knows sir, your very humble and devoted servant, 
Ills cue Then he inquired, if one of those “Edward Martin ” 

men was mounted on a bay mare, and the The squire, hanng perused this letter, put 

other on d chestnut gelding, with a white it into my hand, without saying a syllable , 
streak down his forehead , and being an- and, when 1 had read it, we looked at each 
fiwered in the affirmative, he assured me other in silence From a certain sparkling 
they had robbed three post-chaises this ^ery in his eyes, 1 discovered there was more in 
morning I inquired, in my turn, if Mr Mar- his heart than he cared to express with his 
tin was of hiB acquaintance , and, nodding tongue, in favour of poor Martin , and this 
thrice again, he answered, that he had seen was precisely my own feeling, which he did 
the gentleman not fail to discern by the same means of 

Before wc left Hatfield, my uncle, fixing communication “ What shall we do,” said 
his eyes on Martin, with such expression as he, “ to save this poor sinner from the gal- 
ls more easily conceived than described, lows, and make him a useful member of the 
asked, if he often travelled that road and commonwealth '* and yet tlie proverb savs, — 
he replied, with a look winch denoted his ‘Save a thief from the gallows, and he’ll cut 
understanding the question, that he very your throat ’ ” I told him I really believed 
seldom did business in t hat part of the coun- Martin was capable of giving the proverb the 
try In a word, this adventurer favoured us he , and that I should heartily concur in any 
with his company to the neighbourhood of step he might take in favour of his solicit- 
Stcveiiage, where he took his leave of the ation We mutually resolved to deliberate 
cdach and me in very polite terms, and turned upon the subject, and in the mean time pro- 
off upon a cross-road, that led to a village on ceeded on our journey The roads having 
the left At supper, Mrs Tabby was very been broken up by the heavy rams in tlie 
full m till, praise of Mr Martin’s good sense springy were so rough, that although we tra- 
and good breeding, and seemed to regret veiled very slowly, the jolting occasioned 
that she had not a farther opportunity to such pain to my uncle, that he was become 
make some experiment upon his affection exceedingly peevish when we arrived at this 
In the morning, my uncle was not a little place, which lies about eight miles from the 
surprised to receive, from the waiter, a billet post-road, between Welherby and Borough- 
couched in these words brid^ 

• “ Sir, — I could easily perceive from your Harrowgate water, so celebrated for its 
looks, w^hen I had the honour to converse efficacy in the scurvy and other distempers, 
with you at Hatfield, that my character is is supplied ftpom a copious spring, in the hol- 
not unknown to you , and T dare say, you low of a wild common, round which a good 
won’t think it strange, that I should be glad many houses have been built for the conve- 
to change my present way of life for any nience of the drinkers, though few of them 
other honest occupation, let it be ever so are inhabited Most of the company lodge 
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at some distance, in five separate inns, situ* 
atod m different parts of the comoion, from 
whence they go every morning to the well, 
in their own carriages The l^Sgers of each 
inn form a distinct society that eat together » 
and there is a comfiiodions public room, 
where they breakfast m dishabille, at sepa- 
rate tables, from eight o’clock till eleven, as 
they diance or choose to come in Here also 
they dnnk tea in the afternoon, and play 
at cards or dance m the evening One cus- 
tom, however, prevaala, v^hich 1 look upon as 
a solecism in politeness The ladies treat 
with tea m their turns, and even girls of six- 
teen are not exempted from this shameful 
imposition There is a public ball by sub- 
scription every night at one of the houses, to 
which all the company from the others are 
admitted by tickets, and, indeed. Harrow- 
gate treads upon the heels of Bath, in the 
articles of gaiety and dissipation — with this 
difference, however, that here we are more 
sociable and familiar One of the inns is 
already full up to the very garrets, having no 
less than fifty lodgers, and as many servants 
Our family does not exceed thirty-six , and 
I should be sorry to see the number aug- 
mented, as our accommodations won’t admit 
of much increase 

At present, the company is more agree- 
able than one could expect from an accidental 
assemblage of persons, who are utter stratig- 
ers to one another There seems to be a 
general disposition among us to maintain 
good fellowship, and promote the purposes 
of humanity, m favour of those who come 
thither on tne score of health I see several 
faces which we left at Bath, although the ma- 
jority are of the northern counties, and many 
come from Scotland for the benefit of tliese 
waters In such a variety there must be 
some originals, among whom Mrs Tabitha 
Bramble is not the most inconsiderable No 
place, where there is such an intercourse be- 
tween the sexes, can be disagreeable to a 
lady of her views and temperament She has 
had some warm disputes at table with a lame 
parson from Northumberland, on the new 
birth, and the insignificance of moral virtue , 
and her arguments have been reinforced by 
jan old Scotch lawyer, in a tie-p^nwig, who, 
though he has lost his teeth, and the use of 
his limbs, can still wag his tongue witS great 
volubility Ho has paid her such fulsomo 
oompljments, upon her piety and learning, 
as seem to have won her heart , and she, to 
her turn, treats him with such attention, as 
^ inditates a design upon his person , but, by 
all accounts, he is too much a fox to be in- 
veigled into any snare that she can lay for 
hie affection. 

We do not propose to stay long at Har- 
rowgate, though at present it is our head<^ 
quarters, whence we shall make some 
excursions to visit two or three of our nch 


relations, who are settled in this country 
Pray remember me to ail my friends of Je- 
sus, and allow me to be still yours affection- 
ately, J MELFORD 

HarrmgiAe^ June 23 


To Dr LbwiSv 

Dear Doctor,— Considering the tax we 
paf for turnpikes, the roads of this country 
constitute a most intolerable grievance Be- 
tween Newark and Wetherby, I have suffer- 
ed more from jolting and swtngmg, than ever 
1 felt in the wnole course of my life, although 
the carnage is remarkably commodious and 
well hung, and the post^ions were very care- 
ful in dnving I am now safely housed at 
the new inn at Harrowgate, whither 1 came 
to satisfy my curiosity, rather than with any 
view of advantage to my health , and truly, 
after having considered all the parts and par- 
ticulars or the place, 1 cannot account for 
the concourse of people one finds here, upon 
any other principle but that of caprice, which 
seems to 1^ the character of our nation 

Harrowgate is a wild common, bare and 
bleak, without tree or shrub, or the least 
signs of cultivation , and the people, who 
como to drink the water, are crowded to- 
gether in paltry inns, where the few tolera- 
ble rooms are monopolized by the friends and 
favourites of the house, and all the rest oi 
the lodgers are obliged to pot up with dirty 
holes, vmcre there is neither space, air, nor 
convenience My apartment is about ten 
feet square, and when the folding-bed la 
down, there is just room sufficient to pass 
between it and the fire One might expect, 
indeed, that there would be no occasion for 
a fire at midsummer , but here the climate is 
so backward, that an ash-tree, which our 
landlord has planted before my window is 
just beginning to put forth its leaves , and I 
am fam to have my bed warmed every night 

As for the water, which is said to have effect- 
ed so many surprising cures, 1 have drank it 
once, and the first draught has cured me of all 
desire to repeat the medicine Some people 
say it smells of rotten eggs, and others com- 
pare It to the srourings of a foul gun It is 
generally supposed to be strongly impreg- 
nated with sulphur, and Dr Shaw, m his 
book upon mineral waters, says, he has seen 
fiakes of sulphur fioating in the well Pace 
tant% vffi— 1, for my part, have never observ- 
ed any thing like sulphur, either in or about 
the weU , neither do 1 find that any bnm- 
stone has ever been extracted from the water 
As for the smell, if 1 may be allowed to judge 
from my own organs, it is exactly that of 
bilge-water , and tne saline taste of it seems to 
declare that it is nothing else than salt water 
putrefied in the bowels of the earth I was 
obhged to hold my nose with one hand, 
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whilo I advanced the glass to my mouth with 
the other, ond after 1 had made shift to 
swallow It, my stomach could hardly retom 
what It had received The only eilhcts it 
produced were sickness, gnpinn, and insur- 
mountable disgust 1 con hardly mention it 
without pukmg The world is strangely 
misled by the adTectation of singularity I 
cannot help suspecting that this water owes 
Its reputation m a great measure to its bemn 
so strikingly oftensive* On the same kmd 
of analogy, a German doctor has mtroduSed 
hemlock and other poisons, as specifics in 
the materia medusa 1 am persuaded, that 
all the cures ascnbed to the Harrowgate 
water, would have been as efficaciously, and 
infinitely more agreeably performed by the 
internal and external use of sea-water Sure 
1 am, this last is much less nauseous to the 
taste and smell, and much more gentle in its 
operations as a purge, as well as more ex- 
tensnc in its medical qualities 
Two days ago, we went across the country 
to visit Squire Burdock, who married a first 
cousin of my father, an heiress, who brought 
him an estate of a thousand a year This gen- 
tleman IS a declared opponent of the minis- 
try in parliament , and, having an opulent for- 
tune, piques himself upon living in the coun- 
try, and maintaining old English hospitality 
By the W, this is a phrase very much used 
l)y tlie English themselves, both m words 
anti writing , but I never heard of it out of 
I lie island, except by way of irony and sar- 
casm What the hospitality of our Yore- 
faihers has been, I should be gUd to see re- 
corded rather in the memoirs of strangers 
who have visited our country, and were the 
proper objects and judges of such hospitality, 
than in the discourse and lucubrations of the 
modem English, who scorn to describe it 
from theory and conjecture Certain it is, 
we are generally looked upon by foreigners 
as a people totally destitute of this virtue , 
and I never was in any country abroad where 
I did not meet with persons of distinction, | 
who complained of having been inhospitably 
used in Great Britain A gentleman of 
France, Italy, or Germany, who has enter- 
tained and lodged an Englishman at his 
house, when he afterwards meets with his 
guest at London, is asked to dinner at the 
Saracen's head, the Turk’s head, the Boar’s 
head, or the Bear, eats raw beef and butter, 
drinks execrable port, and is allowed to pay 
his share of the reckoning 
But, to return from this digression, which 
my feeling for the honour of my country 
obliged me to make Our Yorkshiie cousin 
4ias bebn a mighty fox-hunter before the 
Lord , but now he is too fat and unwieldy 
to leap ditches and five-bar gates, never- 
theless, he still keeps a pack of hounds, 
which are well exercised, and Ins huntsman 
every night entertains him with the adven- 
tures of the day’s chase, which he recites 
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m a tone and terms that are extremely cun- 
ous and significant In the mean time, his 
broad brawn is scratched one of bis 
mrooms This fellow, it seems, having no 
mclination to cuny any beast out of the 
stable, Was 4t great pains to scollop his nails 
m such a manner, that the blood followed at 
every stroke He was m hopes that he 
would be dismissed from this disagreeable 
office, but the event turned out contrary to 
his expectation His master declared he was 
the best scratcher in the &mily , and now be 
will not suffer any other servant to draw a 
Dad upon his carcase 
The squire’s lady is veiy proud, without 
being stiff or inaccessible She receives even 
her infenors m point of fortune with a kind uf 
arrogant civility , but then she thinks she has 
a right to treat them with the most ungracious 
fteedoms of speech, and never fads to let then 
know sho is sensible of her own superior 
affluence In a word, she speaks well of no 
living soul, and has not one single fnend in 
the world Her husband bates her mortally^ 
hilt although the brute is sometimes so vety 
powerful m him, that he will have his own 
way, he generally truckles to her dominion, 
and dreads, like a school-boy, tlie lash of her 
tongue On the other hand, she is afraid of 
provoking him too tar, lest he should make 
some desperate effort to throw off her voko , 
she therefore acquiesces in the proofs he 
daily gives ot his attachment to the liberty 
of an English freeholder, by saying and 
doing, at Ins own table, whatever gratifies 
tlic brutality of his disposition, or contributes 
to the ease of his person The house, though 
largo, IS neither elegant nor comfortable It 
looKs like a great mn, crowded with travel- 
lers, who dine at the landlord’s ordinary, 
whei'o there is a great profusion of victuals 
and dnnk , but mine liost seems to be mis- 
laced, — and I would rather dine upon fil- 
erts with a hermit, than feed upon venison 
with a hog The footmen might be aptly 
compared to the v, alters oi a tavern, if they 
were more se; vircahle, and less rapacious , 
but they arc generally insolent and inatten- 
tive, and so greodv, that 1 think 1 can dine 
better, and tor less expense, at the Star and 
Garter in Pall-mall than at our cousin’s cas- 
tle in Yorkshire The squire is not only ac- 
commodated with a wife, but he is also 
blessed with an only son, abotit two-and- 
twenty, just returned from Italy, a complete 
fiddler and diJeltante , and he slips no op- 
portunity of maniteeting the most perfect 
contempt fur his own father 
When we arnved, tliere was a family of 
foreigners at the house, on a visit to this vir- 
tuoso, with whom they had beeft acquainted 
at tbc Bps* It was the Count de Melvil. 
with his lady, on their way to Scotland Mr 
Burdock had met with an accident, in con- 
sequence of which both the count and I 
would have retired , but the young gentle- 
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man and his mother insisted upon our stav- 
ing dinner,— and their serenity seemed to be 
80 little ruffled what had happened, that 
we complied with their invitation The 
squire had been brought home over night in 
his post-chaise, so tembly belaboured about 
the pate, that he seemed to be in a state of 
stupefaction, and had eter since remained 
speechless A country apothecary, called 
Grieve, who lived m a neighbouring village, 
having been called to his as8is|;aDoe, had let 
him blood, and applied a poultice to his bead, 
declaring tliat ha had no fever, nor any other 
bad symptom, but the loss of speech, if he 
roally had lost that faculty But the young 
squire said this practitioner was an ign 6 - 
rmtaccto; that there was a fracture in the 
crmiumy and that there was a necessity for 
having him trepanned without loss of time 
Jlia mother espousing this opinion, hod sent 
an express to York for a surgeon to perform 
the operation , and he was already come, 
with his ’prentice and instruments Having 
examined the patient’s head, he began to 
prepare his dressings, though Grieve still 
retained his first opinion, that there was no 
fracture, and was the more confirmed in it, as 
the squire had passed the night in profound 
sleep, uninterrupted by any catching or con- 
vulsion The York surgeon said lie could 
not tell whether there was a firacture, until 
he should talce off the scalp , but, at any 
rale, the operation might bo of service, in 
giving vent to any blood that might be extra- 
vasatedy either above or below the dura 
tnatfT The hidy and her sou were clear for 
trying the expenment , and Grieve was dis- 
missed with some marks of contempt, which, 
perhaps, he owed to the plainness of his ap- 
pearance He seemed to be about the mid- 
dle age, and wore his own black hair without 
any sort of dressing , by huj garb, one would 
have taken him for a quakcr, but he had 
none of the stiffness of that sect, on the 
contrary, lie has very submissive, respectful, 
and remarkably taciturn 
Leaving Uio ladies m on apartment by 
theinschcs, we adjourned to the patient’s 
chamber, where the dressings and instru- 
ments were displayed in order upon a pewter 
dish The operator, laying aside his coat 
and periwig, equipped himself with a lught- 
( ap, apron and sleeves, while his ’prentice 
and footman, seizing the squire’s head, be- 
gan to place it in a proper posture But 
mark wnat followed The patient, bolting 
upnglit in the bed, collared each of these 
‘ assistants, with the grasp of Ileiculcs, ex- 
claiming, m a bellowing tone,-—*' I ha’n’t 
liv-cd so long in Yorkshire to be trepsaned 
by suph vermin as you ,’* and^ loqinng on 
th^ floor, put on Ins breeches quietly, to the 
’ iidtohlsbmeut of us all The surgeon stfll 
insisted npon the operation, alleging it was 
now plain that the brain was injured, and 
desiring the servants to put him into bed 


again , but nobody would venture to execute 
his orders, or even to intoipose , when the 
squire turned him and his assistants out of 
doors, and threw his apparatus out at the 
window Having thus asBexted his preroga- 
tive, and put on his clothes wiUi the help of 
a videt, the count, with my nephew and me, 
were introduced by his son, and received 
with his usual style of rustic civility. Then, 
tuning to Signior Mackaroni, with a sarcas- 
tic grin,—** I tell thee wlmt, Dick, said he, 
t man’s skull is not to be bored every time 
his head is broken , and I’ll convince thee 
and thy mother, that 1 krow as many tricks 
as e’er an old fox in the West Riding ” 

We afterwards understood he had quarrel- 
led at a public house with an exciseman, 
whom he challenged to a bout at single stick, 
at which he had been worsted , and that the 
shame of tins defeat bad tied up his tongue 
As for madam, she had shown no concern 
for his disaster, and now heard of his re- 
covery without emotion She had taken 
some little notice of my sister and niece, 
though ratlier with a view to indulge her 
own petulance, than out of any sentiment of 
rewd to our family She said Liddy was 
a fright, and ordered her woman to ad]U8t 
her head beforq dinner , hut she would not 
meddle with Tabby, whose spirit, she soon 
perceived, was not to be irritated witli im- 
punity At table, she acknowledged me so 
ibr as to say she bad heard of my father , 
though she hinted, that he had disobliged her 
family, by making a poor match m Wales 
She was disagreeably familiar in her inqui- 
n06 about our circumstanceb , and asked, if 
I intended to bring np my nephew to the 
law I told her, that, as he had an inde- 
pendent fortune, he should follow no profess- 
ion but that of a country gentleman , and 
tiiat I was not without hopes of procuring 
for him a seat in parliament “ Pray, cou- 
sin,” said she, “ what may his fortune be'*” 
When I answered, that, with what f should 
be able to give him, he would have better than 
two thousand a-year, she replied, with a dis- 
dainful toss of bci liead, that it would be 
iinpossiWo for him to prcbcrve his independ- 
ence on such d paltry provibion 
Not a little notllcd at this arrogant re- 
mark, 1 told her, 1 had the honour to sit m 
parliament with her father, when he had ht- 
tie more than half that income , and I be- 
lieved there was not a more mdependont and 
incorruptible member in the house. “ A> , 
but tunes are clmnged,” cned titc squire 
** Country ^ntlemen now-a-days live after 
another fashion My table alone stands me 
in a cool thousand a quarter, though I raise 
ipy own stock, import my own liquors, and 
have every thing at the first hand True it 
is, I keep open house, and receive all comers, 
for the honour of Old England,” ** If that 
be the case,’ said I, ** ’tis a wonder you can 
iptiintain it at so small an exuense , but every 
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pnvate gentleman is not expected to keep a 
caravansera for the acqomtnodation of tra« 
vellers Indeed, if ovety itidividtiol lived in 
the same stylet you would not have such a 
number of guests at your table , of eonse-. 
quence your hospitaUty would nqft shine so 
bn^t for the gloiy of the West Ridiijg,** 
The young squiret tickled ^ this ironical 
observation, exclaimed , O che hurh 
His mother eyed me in silence with a super- 
cilious air t and the father of the feast, tailing 
a bumper of October,—** My service to you, 
cousin Bramble,^’ said he, **l have always 
heard there was something keen and bating 
in the air ot the Welsh mountains 
1 was much pleased with the count de 
Melvil, who IS sensible, easy, and polite, 
and the countess is the most amiable woman 
1 ever beheld In tlio afternoon they took 
leave of their entertainers , and the young 
gentleman, mounting his horse, undertook 
to conduct their coach thiough the park, 
while one of then servants rode round to 
give notice to the rest, whom they had left 
at a public house on the road The moment 
their backs were turned, the censorious de- 
raon took possession of our Yorkshire land- 
lady and our sister Tabitha The former 
observed, that the countess was a good sort 
of a body, but totally qpiorant of good breed- 
ing, consequently awkward in her address 
The squire said, he did not pretend to the 
breeding of any thing but colts, but that the 
jade would he very handsome, if she was a 
liUle more m flesh *« Handsomo cried 
Tabby , ** she has mdcud a pair of black eyes 
without any meaning, but then there ih not 
a good feature in her face ” ** f know not 
what you call good features in Wales,” 
replied oui landlord, “hut they’ll pass n 
Yorkshire ” Then tinning to Liddy, he 
added, — “ What say you, iny picity icd- 
streak — what is your opinion of the coun- 
tess “I think,” cried Liddv, with great 
emotion, “ she’s an angel ” Tabby chid her 
for talking with such freedom in company , 
and the lady of the house said, m a con- 
temptuous tone, she supposed Miss had been 
brought up at some country boarding-school 
Our conversation w as suddenly interrupted 
by the young gentleman, who galloped nto 
the yard Till ughas.t, exclaiming that the coach 
was attacked bv a great numbe r of highway- 
men My nephew and I rushing out, tound 
his own and his servant’s horse ready sad- 
dled in the stable, with pistols in the caps 
Wo mounted instantly, ordering Clinker and 
Dutton to follow with all possible expedition , 
but notwithstanding oil the speed we could 
• make, the action waih over before we arrived, 
and the count and his lady sate lodged at 
the house of Giiev^e, who had signalized 
himself in a very remarkable manner on iW 
occasion At the turning of a lane that led . 
to the village where the count’s servants 
remained, a couple of robbers a-borseback 
5 R* 78 


suddenly appeared, wiA their pistols ad- 
vanced , one kept the coachman in awe, and 
the other demanded the couut’^ money, while 
the youn^g squire went off at foil speed, with- 
out ever'^ting a look behind count 
desirfog the thief to withdraw hw pmbuL as 
the laify wks in great terror, delivered bis 
purse without makmg the least resistance , 
but not satisfied with this booty, wfoch was 
pretty considerable, tlie rascal ins'sted upon 
riflmg her other ear-nngs and necklace, and 
the countess screamed with aiTnght Her 
husband, exasperated at the violence with 
wbiqh she was threatened, wrested the pistol 
out of the fellow’s hand, and, turning it upon 
him, snapped it in his face , but the robber, 
knowing there was no charge m it, drew 
anolhor from his bosom, and in all probabil- 
xty would have killed him on the spot, liad 
not his life been saved by a wonderful inter- 
position Gneve, the apothecary, chancing 
to pass that very instant, ran up to the coach, 
and, with a crobstick, which was all the 
weapon be had, brought the fellow to the 
ground with the first blow , then seizing his 
pistol, prcbonted it to his colleague, who 
fired his piece at random, and iled without 
farther opposition The other was secured 
by the assistance of the count and the coach- 
man , and his legs being tied under the belly 
of las own horse, Grieve conducted him to 
the village, whither also llic carnage pro- 
ceeded It was with great difficmty the 
countess could be kept trom swooning , but 
at last she w^as happily conveyed to the 
'1iou=e of the apothecary, who went into the 
shop 1 o prepare some dropa for her, while 
Ills wife cud daughter administered to her in 
another apartment I found the count stand- 
ing in the kitchen vvith the parson of the 
parish, and expressing much impatience to 
see his protector, whom as yet he had scarce 
found tune to thank for the essential service 
he had done him and the couUtess The 
daughter passing at the same time with a 
glass of water, Monsieur de Melvil could not 
help taking notice of her figure, which was 
strikingly engaging “ Ay,” said the parson, 
“ she’s the prettiest girl, and the best girl, in 
all my parish , and if I could give my son an 
estate of ten thousand a-year, ne should have 
my consent to lay it at her feet If Mr G neve 
had been as solicitous about getting inonov, 
as he Ins been in performing all Uie duties 
o* a primitive Christian, Fy would no^ have 
hung so long upon his bands ” “ What is 
her name said L ** Sixteen years ago,” 
answered the vicar, ** I christened her by the 
name of Rerafina Melvilia ” m Ha * what » 
how cried tlie count 0&gerly, ** sure you 
said Seritfiqa Melnha ** I id,” said be , 
“ Mr Grmve tdd me those were the names 
of two noble, persons abroad, to whom be 
had •leen oblij^d for flaore than life ” 

“The count, without speaking another 
syllable, itislied into the parlour, ciymg,-^ 
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‘<TJm8 10 your god-dawghter, my dear,” 
Mrs Grieve, then, sef^mg the countess by 
^he hand, exclaimed, with great agitatioQr^ 
« O madam * — ^O sir * I am-rl am your poo^ 
Elinor* This is my Seta4na Memlio. O 
child ' these are the count and oountess of 
Melvil*-4he generoup-4lie jjj^onous oenefac^ 
tors of thy oUce unhappv parents ” 

The countess nsmg from her seat, threw 
pet arms about the neck of the amiable Se- 
rafina, and clasped her to her breast with 
groat tendemesi^ while she herself was cm* 
braced by the weemug mother This moving 
scene was completed by the entrance of 
Gneve himself, who, Mmg on his knees 
before the count, — “Behold,” said he, “a 
penitent, who at length can look upon his 
patron without shrinking” “Ah, Perdi- 
nand cned he, raising and folding him in 
his arms, “ the play fellow of my infancy — 
the companion of my youth ' — Is it to you 
that 1 am indebted for my life “ Heaven 
has beard my prayer,” said the other, “ and 
given me an opportunity to prove myself not 
altogether unworthy of your clemency and 
protection ” He then kissed the hand of the 
countess, wliile Monsieur de Melvil saluted his 
wife and lovely daughter, and all of us were 
greatly aficcted by this pathetic recognition 
In a word, Grieve was no other than Per* 
dinand Count Fathom, whose adventures 
wore printed many years ago Being a sin- 
cere convert to virtue, ho had changed bis 
name, that he might elude the inquiries of 
the count, whose generous allowance lie de- 
termined to forego, that he might have ne 
dependance but upon his own industry and 
moderation He Iiad accordingly settled in 
this village OB a practitioner in surgery and 
physic, and for some years wrestled with all 
the miseries of indigOTce , which, however, 
he and his wife had borne with the most ex- 
emplary resignation At length, by dint of 
unwearied attention to the duties of his pro- 
fession, which lie exercised with equal hu- 
inunity and success, he had acquired a tole- 
rable share of business among the farmers 
and common people, which enabled him to 
live 111 a docent manner He had been scarce 
ever seen to smile , was unaffectedly pious , 
and all the time he could spare from the 
avocations of his employment, ho spent in 
educating his daughter, and in studying for 
his own improvement In short, the adven- 
turer Fathom was, under the name of Gneve, 
imivetsally respected among the commonalty 
1 of this district, as a prodigy of learning and 
Virtue* These particulars i learned from the 
wlien we quitted the room, that they 
niLgbt be under no restraint m their mutuu 
I make no doubt that Grieve will 
be fijrMed to leave off business, and reunite 
the count’s family, and as the 
countess seemed extremely fond of his daugh- 
ter, she wiU, in all probability, insist upon 
Sdta&m’Si accUmpanymg her to Scotland v 


Having paid our compliments to these no- 
ble persons, wc returned to the squire’s, 
where we expected an invitation to pass the 
taght, which was wet and raw , but, it seems 
Squire Burdock’s hospitality reached not so 
6ir for the honour of Yorkshire we there- 
fore departed in the evening, and lay at an 
mm where I caught cold 
In hope of ndi^ it down before it could 
takefa^ hold on my constitution, I resolved 
to ^isit another relation, one Mr Pimpernel, 
who lived about a dozen miles from the 
place where we lodged* Pimpernel, being 
the youngest of four sons* was bred an attor- 
ney at Furaual’s Inn ; but all his elder brothers 
dying, he got himself called to the bar for 
the honour of his family , and, soon after 
this preferment, succeeded to bis father’s 
estate, which was very considerable He 
carried home with him all the knavish chica- 
nery of the lowest pettifogger, together with 
a wife whom he had purchased of a dray- 
man for twenty pounds , and he soon found 
means to obtain a dedtmtis as an acting 
lUbtico of the peace lie is not only a sor- 
did miser m his disposition , but his avarice 
IS mingled with a spirit of despotibm, which 
IS truly diabolical He is a brutal husband, 
an unnatural parent, a harsh master, an op- 
pressive landlord, a litigious neighbour, and 
a partial magibtrate Friends he has none , 
and m point of hospitality and good brocdiug, 
our cousm Burdock ib u prince m comparison 
with this ungracious miscreant, whose houbc 
is the lively reprcson*^ation of a jail Our 
reception was suitable to the character I have 
sketched Had it depended upon tlie wife, 
we should have been kindly treated She is 
really a good sort of woman, m spite of her 
low original, and vvell ruBpcctcd in the 
county , but she has not interest enough in 
her own house to command a draught of ta- 
ble beer, far less to bestow any kmd of edu- 
cation on her children, who run about like 
ragged colts in a state of nature Pox on 
him ' he is such a dirty fellow, that I have 
not patience to prosecute the subject 
By the time we reached Harrowgate, I 
began to be visited by certain rheumatic 
bymptoins The vSeotch lawyer, Mr Mickle- 
whirnineo, recommended a hot-Wb of these 
waters so earnestly, that I was over-persuad- 
ed to try the expenment He had used it 
often With success, and always staid an hour 
in the bath, which was a tub filled with Har- 
rowgate water, heated for the purpose If I 
could hardly bear the smell of a singih tum- 
bler when cold, you may guess how my nose 
was regaled by the steams arising from a hot- 
bath of the same fluid At n^bt I was^ 
conducted into a dark hole on tne ground- 
floor, where the tub smoked and stunk like 
the pot of Acheron in one corner, and in an- 
other stood a dirty bed, provided with thick 
blankets, m which 1 was to sweat, after 
coming out of the bath. My heart seemed 
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to die within me, when I entered this dismal him into the dmin^-rodm, and placed him 
bagrnio, and found my brain assaulted by such promptly at the tame , and his taste was in- 
insufferable effluvia. I cursed Micklewbim* dulged with a succession of delicacies, cull- 
men for not considerlnc that my organs were ed by their fair hands All this attention 
ibrmed on this side the Tweed , but being be repaid with a profusion of compliments 
ashamed to recoil upon the threshold, I sub- and benedictions, which were not Aeless 
mitted to the process agreeable for being delivered in the Scottish 

After having endured all but real suffoca* dialect As for Mrs Tabitha, his respects 
tion for above a quarter of an hour in the were particularly addressed to her , and he did 
tub, I was moved to the bed, and wrapped in not fail to mingle thorn with religipus refloc- 
blankets There I lay a full hour, panting tions, touching free grace, knowing her bias 
with intolerable heat, but not the least to methodism, whichlic also professed upon a 
moisture appearing on my skin, I was car* calvanistical model 
ried to my own chamber, and passed the For my part, I could not help thinking 
night without closing an oyo, in such a flut- this lawyer was not such an invalid as he 
ter of spirits as rendered me the most r.us- pretended to be I observed he eat very 
erable wretch in bemg I should certainly heartily three times a-^day , and though his 
have run distracted, if the rarefaction of my bottle was marked itomachtc tmeturet he 
blood, occasioned by that Stygian bath, bad nad recourse to it so often, and seemed to 
not burst the vessels, and produced a vio- swallow it with such peculiar relish, that I 
lent hemorrhage, which, though dreadful and suspected it was not compounded in the 
alarming, removed the horrimc disquiet I apothecary’s shop, or the chemist’s labora- 
lost two pounds ol blood and moro on this tory One day, while he was earnest in dis- 
occasion, and find myself still weak and Ian- course ith Mrs Tabitha, and his servant had 
guid but, I belte\e, a little exercise will gone out on some occasion or other, I dex- 
forward my recovery , and therefore I am terously exchanged the labels and situation 
resolved to set out to-morrow for York, in of his bottle and mine , and having tasted 
my way to Scarborough, where I propose to his tincture, found it was excellent claret 
brace up my fibres by sea-bathing, which 1 1 forthwith handed it about to some of my 
Know IS one of your favourite specifics neighbours, and it was quite emptied before 
There is, however, one disease, for winch Mr Micklowhimmen hau occasion to repeat 
y«i have found as yet no specific, and that his draught At length, lunung about, he 
IS old of which this tedious uncormc^t* took hold of my bottle instead of his own , 
ed epistle is an infallible symptom Whfft, and, fillup a large glass, drank to the health 
therefore, cannot be cured, must he endured, of Mrs l^bitha It had scarce touched hij» 
by you, as well as by yours, bps, when he percci\cd the change that had 

MATT DRAM BUS been put upon him, and was at nret a little 
Harrowgate, June 26 out of countenance He sdemod to retire 

withiii himself, in order to deliberate, and in 
half a minute Ins resolution was taken ad- 
To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart of Jesls dressing himself to our quarter, “ 1 give the 
CoLLEUE, OxoN gentleman credit for his wit,'* said he , it 

was a gude practical joke but sometimes 
Dear Knight, — T he manner of living at iU joct in seria ducunt mala I hope, for 
Harrowgate was so agreeable to mv dispo* his own sake, he has na drank all the lic- 
Bilion, that I left the place with some regret cor for it was a vara poorful infusion of 
Our aunt Tabby would have probably made jalap in Bourdcaux wine , and it’s possible 
some objection to our departing so soon, had he may ha ta’en sic a dose as will produce a 
net an accident embroiled her with Mr terrible catastrophe in his am booels ” 
Micklowhimmen, the Scotch advocate, on By iiir the ^ater part of the contents 
whose heart she had been practising, from had fallen to the share of a young clothier 
the second day after our arrival That on- from Leeds, who had come to make a figure 
gmal, though seemingly precluded from tlie at Hfi^^rowgale, and was, in effect, a great 
use of his limbs, had turned his genius to coxcomb m his way It was with a view to 
good account In short, by dint of groaning laugh at his fellow.guests, as well as to mor- 
and whining, he had excited the compassion tiiy tiic lawyer, that he had emptied the bot- 
of the company so effectually, that an old tie, when it came to his turn, and he had 
lady, who occupied the very beat apartment laughed accordingly * but now his mirth gave 
,in Uie house, gave it up for his ease and ooti- way to hts apprehension. He began to spit, 
venience When his man led him into the to make wi^ fiices, and writhe himself into 
long-room, all the females were immediately various contortions Damn the stuff,'* cried 
in commotion r«^-^ne set an elbow-chair $ an* be, I though it had a villainous twang — 
other shook up the cushion , a third brought pah ' he that would cozen a Scot, mun 
a stool , and a fourth a pillow, for the ac- oop bolimos, and take old Scratch for his 
commodatioti of his feet. Two ladies (of counsellor,” ** In troth* Mester what d’ye 
whom Tabby was always one) supported ca*um,” replied the lawyer, “your wit has 
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ru& yau into a filthy putile^I’^ truly ipon. 
sailed for your waeful dtae. TM ad- 
vice I can give you in biq a ddeipitiay is to 
send an express to Rippon for Hr Wi^aigh 
without delay , and, in the meaa tim, swal- 
low all th^ oil and butt^ you ^ dnd in the 
hoo8e» to defend your poor etomch and m- 
tastines feom the villieatioa of the particles 
of the jallap, which is Vera violent, even 
when taken m ii3iodeip,tioii 

The poor clothier’s torments bad already 
begun * he retired, roanng with pain, to his 
own chamW { the M was swallowed, and 
the doctor sent for , but before he arrived, 
the rnm^n^e patient had made such die- 
cbaTges ninvards and downwards, that no- 
thing remained to give him farther offence 
and this double evacuation was produced by 
imagination alone , for what he had drunk 
was genuine wine of Bordeaux, Which the 
lawyer had brought from Scotland for his 
own private use The clothier, finding the 
joke turn out so expensive and disagreeable, 
quitted the house next morning, leaving the 
triumph to Ddicklewhimm^, who enjoyed it 
internally, without any signs of outward ex- 
ultation , on the contrary, he affTected to pity 
the young man for what he had suffered, and 
acquired fresh credit from this show of mo- 
deration 

It was about the middle of the night which 
succeeded this adventure^ that the vent of 
the kitchen-chimney being foul, th(>soot took 
fire, and the alarm was given in a dreadful 
manner Every body looped naked out of 
bed, and m a minute the whole house was 
filled with cnes and confusion There were 
two stairs in the house, and to these we 
naturally ran , hut they were botli so blocked 
up, by the people pressing one upon another, 
that it seemed impossible to pa^s without 
throwing down and trampling upon the W'o- 
men In the midst of this anarchy, Mr 
Micklewhimmen, with a leathern portman- 
teau on lus back, came running as nimbly 
as a buck along the pass^e, and Tabby, in 
hqr under petticoat, endeavouring to hook 
him under the arm, that she might escape 
through lus protection, he veiy fairly pushed 
her down, crying, “ Na, na, glide faith, cha- 
nty begins at hame Without paying the 
least respect to the sbneks and entreaties 
of ills female friends, he charged tlfrough 
the midst of the crowd, overturning every 
thing that opposed him, and actually fou^t 
IliqV&yto the bottom of the stair-case 1^ 
l&is time Clinker had found a ladder, by 
be entered the window of my uncle’s 
•^^^^bambert where our feroily was a^emUed, 
^ and proposed that we should make our exit 
euccecMivcly b v that con\ ey ance The squire 
esdioited^hiB sister to begin the dCscent,.blit 
befere she could resolve, her woman, Mrs 
Winified Jeukins, in a transport of terror, 
threw herself out at the Window upon^ the 
dadder, while Humphry dropped upon the 


ground, that he might receive her in her de- 
scent This maiaen was just as she had 
started out of bed, the moon shone very 
bright, and a fresh breeze of wind blowing, 
none of Mm Winifred’s beauUes could pos- 
sib^ escape the view of the fortunate Clink- 
er, whose heart was not able to withstand 
the united force of so many charms , at least, 
I am much mistaken if he has not been her 
humble slave fiom that moment He re- 
ceived her in his arms, and, giving her his 
coat to protect her from the weather, as- 
cended again with admirable dextenty 

4t tllar^ instant, the landlord of the bouse 
called out, with an audible voice, that the 
fire was extmguishcd, and the ladies had 
nothing farther to fear this was a welcome 
note to the audience, and produced an im- 
mediate effect , the shrieking ceased, and a 
Confused sound of expostulation ensued I 
conducted Mrs Tabitha and my sister to their 
own chamber, where Liddy fainted away, 
but was soon brought to herself Then 1 
went to offer my service to tlie other ladies, 
who might want assistance They were all 
scudding through the passage to their several 
apartments and as the thoroughfare was light- 
ed by two lamps, 1 had a pretty good obser- 
vation of them in their transit , but os most 
of them were naked to the smock, and all 
tlieir heads shrouded m huge night-caps, 
I could not distinguish one face from aifh- 
ther, though I rec<?gnized some of their 
voices These were generally plaintive, 
some wept, some scolded, and some prayed 
1 lifted up one poor old gentlewoman, who 
had been overturned and sore bruised by a 
multitude of feet , and this was also the case 
With the lame parson from Northumberland, 
whom Micklewhimmen had in his passage 
overthrown, though not with impunity, for 
the cripple, in falling, gave him such a good 
pelt m the head with lus crutch, that the 
blood followed 

As for the lawyer, he waited below till the 
hurly-burly was over, and then stole softly 
to his own chamber, from whence he did not 
venture to make a second sally till eleven in 
the forenoon, when he was led into the public 
room by his own sen ant and another assist- 
ant, groaning most wofully, with a bloody 
napkin round his head But things were 
greatlv altered. The selfish brutality of his 
behaviour on the stairs had steeled thpir 
hearts against all bis arts and address No* 
a soul offered to accommodate him with a 
chair, cushion, or footstool , so that ho was 
obliged to Bit down on a hard wooden bench 
In that position he looked around with a 
rueful as^ct, and, bowing very low, said, in 
a winning tone, ** Your moat humble servant, 
ladios-^fire is a dreailful calamity ” ** Pire 
purifies gold, and it tries friendship,” cried 
Mrs Tabitha, bndlmg ** Yea, madam,” re- 
plied Micklewhimmen, '*and it trieth discre- 
tion also ” *< If discretion consists in for- 
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saking a fnend in adveraity, you ^re emw 
nently poBsefiflcd of that viriuett’' Mscupod 
our aunt. “ Na, madani/’ rejoined the ad- 
vocate, “well I wot I cannot claim an? 
merit from the mode of roy retreat. Yo'il 
please to obscrvet ladies, there are twa inde< 
pendent principles that aetuato oar nature 
One IS instinct, which we have in common 
With the brute creation, and the other is 
reason Noo, m certain great emergencies, 
when the faculty of reason is suspeftded, 
instinct takes the lead , and, when this pre- 
dominates, having no affinity with reason, it 
pays no sort of regard to its connections , it 
only operates for the preservation of the 
individual, and that by the most expeditious 
and effectual means therefore, beegirtg your 
pardon, ladies, Tm no accountable, tn faro 
con$ctent%<Bt for what 1 did, while under the 
influence of this irresistible pooer ” 

Here my uncle interposed,— ‘‘ I should be 
glad to know,’* said he, “ whether it was 
instinct that prompted you to retreat with 
bag and ^baggage , for, 1 think, you had a 
portmanteau on your shoulder *’ The law- 
yer answered, without hesitation, “Gif I 
might tell my mind freely, without incurring 
the suspicion of presumption, I should think 
It u OB something sapenor to either reason 
or instinct, which suggested that measure, 
and this on a twa^ld account . in the first 
place, the portmanteau contained the wri- 
tings of a worthy nobleman*s estate, and 
their being burnt would have occasioned a 
lohs that could not be repaired secondly, 
my good attgel seem'? to have laid the port- 
manlle on my shoiilders, by way of defence, 
to sustain the violence of a most inhuman 
blow from the rrutrh of a reverend clergy- 
man , which, even iii spite of that medium, 
hath wounded me sorely, e\en unto the 
pericranium ’ “ By own doctrine,** 

cried the parson, who chanced to bo present, 

‘ 1 am not accountable for the blow, which 
was the effect of instinct ’* “ I crave your 

pardon, reverend sir,” said the otiier, “ in- 
stinct never acta but for the presen ation of 
tJiG individual, but your presen ation was 
out of the case — ^you had already received 
tlie damage , and therefore the blow must bo 
imputed to revenge, which is a sinful pas- 
sion, that ill becomes any Christian, espe- 
fually a protestant divine , and, lot me tell 
YOU, most reverend doctor, gin 1 had a mind 
to plea, the law would hauld iny libel rele- 
vant ** “ Whv, the damage is pretty equal 
on both sides,* cried the parson ; your head 
IS broke, and my crutch is snapped in the 
middle— now, if you repair the one, I will 
be at the expense of curing the other *’ 

This sally raised the laugh against Mickle- 
whimmcn, who began to look grave , When 
irty uncle, iil order to change the discourse, 
observed, that instinct had been very kind to 
him in another lespept , for it bad testo^ 
to him the use of bis limbs, which, in hie 
7b* 


exit, he had moved with Surprising agility 
He replied, that it was the nature of fear to 
brace up the nerves, and mentioned some 
surpneing feats of strength and activity per- 
fbrmed by persons under the impulse of ter- 
ror, but he complained, that, in hba own 
particular, the effects had ceased when the 
cause was taken away The squire said he 
would lay a tea-drmking on his head, that he 
should dance a Scotch measure, without 
making a false step ; and the advocate, gnn- 
ning, called for the piper A fiddler being 
at hfuid, this original started up, with hts 
bloody tiapkin over bis black tie-penwig, and 
acquitted himself in such a manner, as ex- 
cited the mirth of the whole company , but 
he could not regain the good graces of Mrs 
Tabby, who did not understand the principle 
of instinct , and the lawyer did not think it 
worth his while to proceed to further demon- 
stration 

From Harrowgate we came hither, by the 
way of York , and here wo shall tarry some 
days, as my uncle and Tabitha are both re- 
solved to make use of the waters Scarbo- 
rough, though a paltry town, is romantic, 
from its situation along a cliffi that overhangs 
the sea The harbour is formed by a small 
elbow of land that runs oat as a natural mole, 
directly opposite to the town , and on that 
Bide IS the castle, which stands very high, of 
considerable extent, and, before the inven- 
tion of gunpowder, was counted impregna- 
ble At the other end of Scarborough are 
I two public rooms, for the use of the company 
who resort to this place m the summer, to 
drink the waters, and bathe in the sea , and 
the diicrsions are prettv much on the same 
footing here as at Bath The Spa is a little 
IV a V beyond the town, on this side, under a 
cliff, within a tow paces of the sea; and 
thither the bathers go every morning m dis- 
habille , but the descent is by a great num- 
ber of step*!, which inval.ds And very incon- 
venient Betw ixt the w eJl and the harbour, 

the bathing nuuhines are ranged along the 
beach, with all tlieii proper utensils and at- 
lendantb You have never seen one of tliesc 
machines Image to youm^^lf, a small, snug, 
wooden chamber, fixed upon a wheel-car- 
nage, having a door at each end, and, on 
each side, a little window above, and a bench 
bclu# The bather, ascending into this apart- 
ment by wooden steps, shuts himUelf in, and 
begins to undress , while the attendiait yokes 
a horse to the end next the sea, and draws 
the carnage forwards, till the aurfaco of the 
water is on a level with the floor of the dress- 
ing-room , then he moves and fixes the horse 
to the other eiid The person within, being 
stripped, opens the door to the seaward 
wbei-o he finds the guide ready, and plunge^ 
headlong into the WOter. After having bathed, 
he reascOnds into the apartment by the steps, 
which bad been shdfked for that purpose, and 
puts on his clothes at his leisure, while tlio 
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cmrtiage IS drawn back agam uptm the di^ from Spain, great part of which ^as under 
80 that be haa nothing further to do the dominion of the Moors Those Britisli 
but to open the door and come down aa he architects who adopted this style don’t seem 
wentnp, should be be so weak or ill as to to have considered the propriety of their 
require a servant to put off and on hss cletbes, adoption I'ho climate of the country pos- 
there is room enough m the apartment for sessed by the Moors or Saracens, both in 
half a dosen people The guides who attend Africa and Spam, was so exceedingly hot 
the ladies m the water are of their own sex, and dry, that those who built places of wor- 
and they and the female bathers have a dross ship for the multitude employed their talents 
of flannel flir the sea , nay, they are provided m contrivmg edifices that ahoiild be cool , 
With other conveniences lor the support of andf for this purpose, nothing could be better 
decorum A Certain number of the machines adapted than those buildings, vast, narrow, 
are fitted With tilts, that project from tlie dark and lofU, impervious to the sun-beams, 
seaward ends of t^em, so as to screen the and having little commnnic ition wiUi the 
bathers from the view of all ptrbons what- scorched evtemol atmosphere, Iwt ever af- 
Boever The beach i«i admnably adapted for I fording a reficshing coolness, like bubtPira- 
this practice, the descent being gently gra- ncan cellars m the heats of summer, or 
dual, and the sand soft as velvet, but then natural c^iverns in the bowels of huge moun- 
the machines can be used only at a certain tains But nothing could be more prepos- 
time of the tido, which vanes every d iy , so terous than to imitate such a mode of archi- 
that sometimes the bathers are obliged to tecturo in a country like England, where 
rise very early m the rooming For my part, the climate is cold and tlie air eternally 
I love swimming as an exercise, and can en« loaded with vapours, and whore, of const - 
joy it at all times of the tide, without the quence, the builder’s intention should be to 
formality of an apparatus You and I hive keep the people dry and warm For in> 
ofien plunged together into the Lib, but the par^ I never entered the abbej -church at 
sea 18 a much more noble bath, foV health as Bath but once, and, the moment [ stepped 
well as pleasure^ You cannot conceive wlnt over tlie tlireshold, I found myself chilled to 
a flow of spirits it gives, and how it braces fiie very miirow of my bones When we 
every sinew of the human frame Were I consider thnt, in our churches m general, w* 
to enumerate half tiie diseases which are breathe a gross stagnated air, buidiargul 
every day cured by sea-bathing, you might with damps fiom vaults, tombs, and chatiici 
justly say you had received a treatise, inbtead houses, mav we not term them so inaiiv mair- 
of a letter, from your affoctionate friend and azinos of ihciims (n ited lot the btiulit oi 
servant, J MELFOIID the medical liculty, and bifdy dvtr, thu*, 

Scarborough, July 4 more bodies arc lost than souls savtd bj go- 

ing to church, m the wuiler espctiall}, whitl 
may be sud to engro^n eight months in tin 
To Dr Lewis ypdr'* T should be glad to know what offence 

it would give to tender consciences, if the 
1 have not found all the benefit I expected house of (rod was made more comtortablc 
at Scarborough, where I liave been these eight or le«s dano^«rous to th( lealth of valetudi 
days Prom Hanowgate we came hither by pirianb, and vvhf ther it would not be an ci - 
the way of \ork, where we staid only one couragement to piety, as well as tlie taUa 
day, to visit the castle, the minster, and the tion of many lives, if the plate of worshi]; 
assembly room The first, wh ch was hero- was well floored, wainscoted, wanned and 
tofore a fortress, is now converted into a ventilated, and its area kept sacred from th< 
pnson, and is the best, in all respects, I ever pollution of the dead The praetif e of burv- 
oaw, at home of abroad It stinds lu a hi*>h ing in churches was the effect of ignorant 
situation, extremely well ventilated, and has Miperstition, irtflnenccd by knavish pnefett* 
a bpaciouB area within the walls, foi the who pretended that the devil could have no 
health and convenience of all the prisoners, power over the defunct, if he was interred 
except those whom it is necessary t> Svcuie m holy ground, and this indeed is tlie only 
m close confiuement Even tliesc last have rc 4 bOJi that can be given for consecrating all 
all the comforts that the nature of their situ- cemeteries even at this day 
atum can admit of Heie the assizes are The exterftal appearance of an old catLe- 
faeld, in a range of buildings erected for that dral cannot be but displeasing tr the eje of 
purpose every man who has any idea of propriety oi 

As ibr the minster, I know not how to die- proportion, even though he may be ignorant 
tinguieh It, except Iw Its great size and the of architecture as a science , and the long 
height of Its spire, from those other ancient slendef spire puts one m mind of a criminal < 
chutches an different pvrts of the kii^om, impaled, witli a sharp stake rising up through 
whudl need to be called monuments of Gothic his shoulder These towers, or steepleb, 
archtt 0 et<irei» but it is now agreed that this were likewise borrowed from the Mahomet- 
etyle le Saracen rather than Gothic, and, I ans, who, having no belK used such lama- 
suppbss^ it was first imported mto England rets for purpose of calluig the people to 
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prayers They may be of fiurther use, how<^ 
ever, fotr makmg obeervations aod signals; 
but I would vote for theat being distinct Hcom 
the body of the church, because they serve 
only to make the pile more barbarous, or 
Saracenicai 

There is nothing of this Arabic architec- 
ture in the assemluy-room, which seems to 
me to have been built upon a design of Pal- 
ladio, and might be converted into an ele- 
gant place of worship ; but it is indifferently 
contrived for that sort of idolatry which is 
perfbrmed in it at present The grandeur 
of tiie fane gives a diminutive effect to the 
little painted diviniues that arc adored in it , 
and tlic company, on a ball-night, must look 
like an assembly of fantastic fames, rovelbng 
by rnoon-light among the columns of a 
Grecian temple 

Scarborough seems to be falling off m 
point of reputation All these places (Bath 
excepted) have their vogue, and then the 
fashion changes 1 am {lersuaded there aro 
hfly bpas in England as efhcacious and salu- 
tary as that of Scarborough, though they 
have not yet risen to fame, and perhaps 
never will, unless some medical encomiast 
should find an interest in displaying their 
\irtucs to the public view Be that as it 
may, recourse will always be had to this 
place for the convenient e of sea-bathmg, 
this practice prevails , but it were to 
l»e wisljotl lhe\ would make the beach more 
accessible to invalids » 

I have hero met with my old acquaintance, 
II— — t, wiiom \ou hav<* often heard me 
mention as one of the most original charac- 
ters upon eartli 1 first knew him at Venice, 
and afterwards saw him in diftercrt jiarts of 
Italy, where he was well known the 
nickname ot Ctivallo Bianco, from his ap- 
pearing always mounted on a pale Jiorse, 
like Death in the Revelations ^ou must 
remember the account I once gave you ot a 
curious dispute he had at ronstantinople 
with a couple ot Turks, in defence of the 
(^hnstian religion , a dispute from which he 
ncquired the epithet of Demonstrator The 

mith lb, II 1 owns no religion but that 

of nature , but, on this occasion, he was 
stimulated to show his parts, for the honour 
ot his country Some yea is ago, being in 
the Campidoglio at Rome, he made unto 
the bust of liipiter, and bowing \orv low, 
exclaimed, in the Italian language, — I liope, 
Fir, if ever you get your heaiT above wrater 
again, you will remember that T paid ray re- 
spects to you in \ our adv ersity ” This sally 
was reported to the Cardinal Cainerlcngo, 
and by him laid before Pope Benedict XIV 
wiio could not liclp laughing at tlie extrava- 
gance of the address, and said to the cardi- 
Those English heretics think they 
have a nght to go to the devil in Ihoir own ! 
way ’* 

Indeed, H— -t was the only Englwhuian 


1 ever knew who had fesoiwtion enough to 
hve Iks own way in the midst of foreigners , 
ft>r, neither m dress, diet, customs or con- 
versation, did he deviate one tittle from the 
manner m which he had been Iniougbt up 
About twelve years ago, be began a giro oi 
circuit, which be thus performed At Na- 
ples, where he fixed his head-quarters, he 
embarked for Marseilles, from whence he 
travelled with a voitunn to Antibes There 
he took his passage to Genoa and Lenci ; 
from which last place he proceeded, by the 
way of Cambratina, to Pisa and Florence 
After having halted some time in this me- 
tropolis, he set out with a vettunno for 
Rome, where he reposed himself a few 
weeks, and then continued his route to Na- 
ples, in order to w^ait for the next opporlu- 
nity of embarkation After having twelve 
times described this circle, he lately flew off 
at a tangent, to visit some trees at his 
countrv-housc in England, which he had 
planted above twenty years ago, after the 
plan ot the double colonnade m the piazzc 
of St i*eter*s at Rome He came hither to 
Scarborough, to pay Ins respects to his noble 

fnendand former pupil, the M of G— 

and, forgetting that he is now turned of sev- 
enty, sacrificed so liberally to Bacchus, that 
next day he was siuzcd with a fit of the apo- 
plexy, which has a little unpaired his memory , 
but he rctamb all the oddity of his character in 
perfection, and is going back to Italy by th<* 
way of Geneva, tiiat he may have a tonfer- 
oiice with his f'-cuid \ ollai re, about givm^ 
the kisl Mo'v to the t'hnstian supcrstitwn 
He intends to Uke Nhipping here for Ho - 
land or Ilaniburfrli for it is a matter ox 
groat iiidHTcrcnce to him at what part of tb j 
continent ho hrst lands 

When he w as going abroad the la^t time, 
he took hiB passage ni a ship bound for Leg- 
horn, and his baggage was actually embarked 
In going down the river by water, he wob 
(by mistake) put on ooard of another vessel 
under sail , and, upon inquiiy, understood 
she v\ as bound to Petersburgh ** Peters- 
burgh — ^Pelei •-burgh — ' said he, “I don’t 
care it I go along with you ” Ho forthwit*i 
struck a bargain viith tlio captain, bought ^ 
couple of shirts of the mate, and was safe 
convened to ihf court of Muscovy, fmin 
wheifi 0 he travelled by land to receiv e 1 iih 
baggage ut Lcghoni He is now more likely 
than ever to execute a whim of the same na- 
ture , and 1 will hold any Wager, that, as he 
cannot be supposed to hve much longer, at - 
cording to tlic course of nature, his exit will, 
be 08 odd as his life has been extrava- 
gant * 

** 1 Ins gentlriaas crossed the sea to Franct , 
visited and conferred with M de Voltaire a» 
Femay, returned bi^ old eircnit at Genoa, and 
died In 1767, at the house of Vanmi in Florence 
Being taken with a suppression of urine, here* 
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But, to , return from one humonnat to en. 
other. You mpst know I have received hen- 
efit both from the chaJybeate and the eea, 
' and would have used them longer, had not 
a moat ndmulous adventure* hy mi^inff me 
the town^alk, obl^ nietoime Ute nlaice' 
for 1 can^t )mr 1;fae ^thought of affomuig a 
spectacle to^ the muitijku4o« Yesterday moru- 
la, at six; o’clock, I went down to the bath, 
ing place, W|4nnded hy tny servant Clinker, 
who waitf^ on the beach as usual* The 
wind blowing from the north, and the wea- 
ther being hazy, the water proved so chill, 
that, when t rose from my first plunge, I 
could not soMimg and bawling out, from 
the efihcts cf the cold Clinker, who heard 
my cry, and saw me indistinctly a good nay ^ 
without the guide, bufihtmg the waves, took 
It for granted I was drowning, and rushing 
into the sea, clothes and all, overturned the 
guide, m his hurry to save his master I had 
swam out a few strokes, wlien, hearing a 
noise, 1 turned about, and saw Clinker (aU 
ready up to his neck) advancing towards me, 
with all the wildness of terror in his aspect 
Afraid he would get out of his depth, I made 
haste to meet him , when, all of a sudden, 
he seized me by one ear, and dragged me 
bellowing with pam upon the dry beach, to 
the astonishment of all the people, men, wo- 
men and children, there assembled. 

I was 80 exasperated by the pam of my 
ear, and UiO disgrace of being exposed in 
such an attitude, that, in the first transport, 
1 struck him down , then, running back mto 
the sea, took slielter m the machine, where 
my clothes had bpen deposited I soon re- 
collected myself so far as to do justice to 
the poor fellow, who, m great simplicity of 
heart, had acted from motives of fidelity and 
afiecUon Opening the door of the machine, 
which was immediately drawn on shore, 1 
saw him standing by the wheel, dropping 
like a water-w^ork, and trembling from liead 
to foot, partly from cold, and partly from the i 
dread of having offended his master I 
ipade my acknowledgements for the blow he 
had received, assured him I was not angry, 
and insisted upon his going home immedi- 
ately to shift his clothes , a command which 

aolved, in imitHtion of Pomponius Atticus, to 
^take liiinseir off )>y abstinence , and thiBe|reso<> 

' lutiOn he Lxeeuted like an aneient Itoinan 
jHfe aaw to the last, cracked his 

Jokes, convcMCfl freely, and entemmed his 
gimets with niiisie On tlie third day of his 
^at he found himself entiiely freed of lus 
dSampraitit , but lefiised taking Sustenaqec 
He ^aid, the most disagreeable part of the 
Tpyage was ]Mst, and he should bfr^a’'0ar8ed 
fo^ Inlloed to put aboat ship when hsI'Was 
j«*t eAtecing the harbour In these 
ments he pernsted, without any inarkv Of 
fectatian, and thus finished his coarse with 
such case JUid sdreiiity, as would have doiid^ 
;honoov'sta firmest stoic of anUguity 


he could hardly find in his h^art tu execMte,* 
eo well disposed was he to fiimish the mob 
with farther entertainment at my exjmnse 
blinker’s intention was laudable»« without all 
doubt ; but, nevertheless, I am a sufferer by 
bid. simplicity 1 have had a burning heat, 
and astrauge buzzing noise, m that ear, ever^ 
smoe It was so ron^ly treated , and I can-* 
not walk the street Without being pointed 
at, as the monster that was faaiiJ^ naked 
ashore upon the beach. Well, 1 affirm that 
folly 18 often more provoking than knavery, 
ay, and more mischievoos too . and whether 
a man had not Imtter choose a sensible rogue 
than an honest simpleton, for his servant, is 
no matter of doubt with yours, 

MATT bramble 
Scarboroughf July 4 


To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart of Jesvs 
C oLLRGR, OxON. 

Dear Wat,— W e made a precipitate re- 
treat from Scarborough, owing to the excess- 
ive delicacy of our squire, who cannot bear 
the thoughts of being pratereunttum digito 
monstrutuf 

One morning, while he was bathing in ' 
the Bea, his man Clinker took it into his 
head that his master was in danger of drown- 
ing , and, in this conceit, plunging into th^ 
water, he lugged him out naked on the beach, 
and almost pulled off his ear in the operation 
You may guess how this achievement was 
relished hy Mr Bramble, who impatient, 
irascible, and has the most extravagant ideas 
of decency and decorum in the economy of 
his own person In the first ebullition of 
his choler, he knocked Clinker down with 
his fist , but he afterwards made him amends 
for this outrage, and, in order to avoid the 
further notice of the people, among whom 
this incident had made him remarkable, he 
resolved to leave Scarborough next day 

We set out accordingly over the moors, 
by the way of Whitby, and began our journey 
betimes, in hopes of reachmg Stockton tliat 
night r but ID this hope we were disappointed 
In the afternoon, crossing a deep gutioi, 
made by a torrent, the coach was ao hard 
strainedt that one of the irons which connect 
tl^ frame snapt, and the leather sling on^ilie 
some side cracked in the midffie Tim shock 
was so great, tliat my sister Liddy struck 
her head against Mrs Tabitha’s nose with 
such violence, that the blopd flowed; and 
Win Jenkins was darted through a small 
window in that part of the carnage next 
the horses, where she stjock like a bawd m 
the pillory, till ebe was released by the hand 
of Mr Bramble. We weite eight miles dis- 
tant firom any place wbbre we could be sip- 
pbed with chaises, and it was nn possible to 
proceed with the coach* until the damoge 
should be repaired In this dilemma we 
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discovered a blaLkBmith’B forge on the edge 
of a small common, about half a mile from 
the scene of our disaster, and thither the 
postilions made shiR to draw the carriage 
slowljT, while the company walked a>£>ot , 
but we found the hlacksmith had bOdn dead 
some days, and bts Wtfo^'whO had been 
lately delivered, was deprived of hor senses, ; 
under the cave of a nurse hired by the parish 
We were exceedingly mortided at this dis- 
appointment, which, however, was surmount- 
ed by the help of Humphry Chnker, who is 
a surprising compound of genius and simpli- 
city Finding the tools of the defunct, to- 
gether with some coals m the smithy, he 
unscrewed the damaged iron in a twinkling, 
and, kindling a fire, united the broken pieces 
with equal dexterity and dispatch Whde 
he was at work upon this operation, the poor 
woman m the straw, struck with the well- 
known sound of the hammer and anvil, 
started up, and, notwithstanding all the 
nurse’s efforts, came running into the smithy, 
where, throwing her arms about Clmfcer’s 
neck, — Ah, Jacob cried she, ** how could 
you leave me m such a condition^*’ 

Tins incident was too pathetic to occasion 
mirth — It brought tears into the eyes of all 
present The poor widow was put to bed 
ogam, and we did not leave the village 
without doing something for her benefit, 
“i5von Tobitha’s charity was awakened on 
this occasion As for the tender-hearted 
Humphry Clinker, he hammemd the Iron 
and wept at the same time But his inge- 
nuity was not confined to liis own province 
of farner and blacksmith— it was necessary 
to join the leather sling which had been 
broke , and this service he likewise perform- 
ed, by means of a broken awl, which be 
new-pointed and ground, a little hemp which 
he spun into lingles, and a few tacks which 
he made for the purpose Upon the whole, 
we were m a condition to proceed in little 
more than ono hour, but even tins delay 
obliged us to pass the night at Gisborough 
Next day we crossed the Tees at Stockton, 
which 16 a neat, agreeable town , and there 
We resolved to dine, with purpose to he at 
Durham 

Whom should we meet m the yard, when 
we alighted, but Martin the adventurer 
Having banded out the ladies, and conducted 
them into an apartment, where he paid his 
compliments to Mrs Tabby with his usual 
address, he begged leave to spei^ to my uncle 
in another room , and there, m some co^u- 
mon, he made an apology for having taken 
«tke liberty to trouble him with a letter at 
Stevenage He expressed his hope, that 
Mr Bramble had bestowed some consideration 
on his unhappy case, and repeated hie desire 
of being taken into his service 

My uncle, calling me into the room, told 
him, that we w^ere both very well inclined to, 
rescue him fromn Way of life that v*as equally 
5 S* 


dangerous and dishonourahle , and that he 
ehottld have no scruple in trusting to his 
gratitude and fiddtty, if he had any employ- 
ment for him which he thought Would suit 
his qualifications and his circumstances ; but 
that all the departments he had mcsitmned 
m his letter were filled up by persons of 
whose conduct be had no reason to complain , 
of consei^^uence he could not, without injus- 
tice, deprive any one of them of his bread 
Nevertheless, he declared himself ready to 
assist him in any feasible project, either with 
his purse or credit 

Majtm seemed deeply touched at this 
deidaration *The tear started in his eye, 
while he said, in a faultenng accent, — 

Worthy sir — yoUr generosity oppresses 
me — I never dreamed of troubling you for 
any pecuniary assistance — indeed 1 have no 
occasion — 1 nave been so lucky at billiards 
and betting at different places, at Buxton, 
Harrowgate, Scarborough, and Newcastle 
races, that my stock in ready money amounts 
to three hundred pounds, which 1 would 
Willingly employ m prosecuting some honest 
scheme of life , but my friend Justice Buz- 
zard has set so many springs for my life, 
that 1 am under the necessity of either retir- 
ing immediately to a remote part of the 
country, where 1 can enjoy the protection 
of some generous patron, or of quitting the 
kingdom altogether It is upon this alter- 
native that I now beg leave to ask your ad- 
vice I have had information of all your 
route since I had the honour to see you at 
Stevenage , and, suppobiog you would come 
this way from Scarborough, I came hither 
last night from Darlington to pay you my 
respects ” 

** It would be no difficult matter to provide 
you with an aeylum in the country,” rephed 
my uncle , " but a life of indolence and ob- 
bcurity would not suit with your active and 
enterprising disposition 1 would therefore 
advise you to try your fortune in the East 
Indies 1 will give you a letter to a fnend 
in London, who will recommend you to the 
direction, for a commission in the company’s 
service , and if that cannot be obtained, you 
will at least be received as a volunteer — m 
which case you may pay for your passage, 
and I shall undertake to prochle you such 
credefitials, that you wiU not be long without 
a commission ” 

Martin embraced the propoaal with great 
eagerness , it was therefore resolved that he 
should sell his iioise, and take a passage by 
sea for Ijondon, to execute the project with- 
out delay In the mean time, he accompa- 
nied us to Durham^ wliere we took up our 
quarters for the Here, hemg fur- 

nished with letters fimm my uncle, he took his 
leave of us, with stroag symptoms of grati- 
tude aid aUaehiiieui,aiid «et out for Sunder- 
land, .n order to enihark hi the first collier 
bound for the nvor Thames He had not 
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gone half an hour, when we 'ii^ere joined 
by another character, which promiaed Mne^ 
thing extraordinary. A tall meagpre figure, 
an&wenng, with hie horse^ the deeonpUon of 
Don Quixote mounted on Roxinante, appear* 
ed m the twilight at the mn door, wfaue my 
aunt and Lidw etood at a window in the 
dining-room lie wore a coat, the cloth of 
which had once been ecarlet, trimmed with 
Brandenburgs, now totally deprived of their 
metal , and he had holeter-Caps and housing 
of the same stuff and same antiquity Per- 
ceiving ladies at the window above, he en- 
deavoured to dismount with the most grace- 
ful air he could assumo, but the ostler 
neglecting to hold the stirrup, when he 
wheeled off his right foot, and stood with 
his whole weight on the other, the girth un- 
fortunately gave way, the saddle turned, 
down came the cavalier to the ground, and 
his hat and periwig fallmg off, displayed a 
head-piece or various colours, patched and 
plastered in a woful condition The ladies, 
t at the window above, shrieked with affright, 
on the supposition that the stranger haa re- 
ceived some notable damage in his mil , but the 

g reatest injury he had sustained, arose from 
le dishonour of his descent, aggravated by 
the disgrace of exposing the condition of his 
cranium, for certain plebeians that were 
about the door laughed aloud, in the belief 
that the captain had got either a scald head, 
or a broken head, both equally opprobrious 
lie forthwith leaped up in a fury, and 
snatching one of his pistols, threatened to 
pul the ostler to death, when another squall 
from the women checked his resentment 
He tlion bowed to the window, while he kiss- 
ed the butUend of his pistol, which he re- 
placed, adjusted his wig in great confusion, 
and led his horse into the stable By this 
time I had come to the door, and could not 
help ^zing at the strange i^re that pre- 
sented itself to my view Ho would have 
measured above six feet in height, had he 
stood upright , but he stooped very much, 
was very narrow in the shoulders, and very i 
thick ill thu calves of the legs, which were 
cased m black spatterdashes As for his 
thighs, they were long and slender, like those 
of a grasshopper , fais face was at least half 
a yard in Icn^h, brown and shrivelled^, with 
projecting cheek-bones, little grey eyes on 
tho greenish hue, a large hook-nose, a point- 
ed chin, a mouth from ear to ear, very ill 
Ibmished^with teeth, and a high narrow 
forehead well furrowed with wriimlos His 
Jiorse was exactly in the style of its rider » 
ia resurrection of dry bones, which (to we 
^Uierwards learned) he valued exceedingly, 
as 4he oiily present he had ever received in 
lijs llfo 

H&ving seen this favourite steed propeidy 
accorntn^ated in the stable, he sent up bis 
compliments to the ladies, begging permiss- 
ion to thank them in person for the marks 


of concern they had shown at his disaster in 
the court-yard As the squire said they 
codld not decently duel me his visit, he was 
shown up stairs, and paid his resjpocts in the 
Scotch malpct, with much formality. *■ Xa- 
dies,** said he, ** perhaps you may he scan- 
daleesefi at the appearance my head made 
when it was uncovered by accident , but I 
can assure you, the condition you saw it 
in is neither the effects of disease, nor of 
druSkonness, but an honest scar received m 
the service of ray country He then gave 
us to understand, that, having been wounded 
at Ticonderagot in America, a party of In- 
dians rifled liitn, scalped him, broke his skull 
with the blow of a tomahawk, and left him 
for dead on the field of battle , but that, 
being afterwards found with signs of life, he 
had been cured in the French hospital, 
though the loss of substance could not be 
repaired, so that the skull was left naked 
m several places, and these he covered with 
patches 

There is no hold by which an Englibhman 
is sooner taken than that of compassion 
We were immediately interested m behalf 
of this veteran Even Tabby's heart was 
melted , but our pity was warmed with in- 
dignation, when we learned, that, in the 
course of two sangumaiy wars, lie bad been 
wounded, maimed, mutilated, taken and en- 
slaved, without ever ibaving attained a highbt 
rank than that of lieutenant My uncle's 
eyes gleamed, and his nether lip quivered, 
while he exclaimed, — I vow to God, sir, 
your case is a reproach to the service The 
injustice you have met with is so flagrant" — 
“ 1 miist crave your pardon, sir," cried the 
other, interrupting him, ** I complain of no 
injustice 1 purchased an ensigncy thirty 
years ago , and, in the course of service, 
rose to bo a lieutenant, according to my 
seniority " “ But, in such a length of time, 

resumed the squire, “ you must h^nve seen a 
great many young officers put over your 
head ” Nevertheless," said he, “ I have 
no cause to murmur, — ^they bought their pre- 
ferment with their money 1 had no money 
ito carry to market — that was my misfor- 
tune , but nobody was to blame ” “ What « 
no fnend to advance a sum of money 'i” said 
Mr Bramble “ Perhaps I might have bor- 
rowed money for the purchase of a com- 
pany,” answered the other , “ but that loon 
must have been refunded, and I did not 
choose to encumber myself with a debt of a 
thousand pounds, to be paid from an income 
of ten shillings a-day ” ** So you have spent 
the beet part of your hfof’* oned Mr Bram - 1 
ble, ♦* your youth, yonr blopd, and your con- 
stitution, amidst the dangers, the difficulties, 
the horrors, and hardships of war, for the 
consideration of three or four shillings a-day 
—a consideration''^^* Sir,” replied the Scot, 
with great warroUi, you are the man that 
does me injustice, if you say or think I have 


EXPEDITION OP HUMPHRY CLINKER. 395 


been actuated by any such pa}ti*V conaidera- 
tiOQ 1 am a , and the 

sorvice as other gentlemen do, wi^ stic^ 
hopes and sentiments as honowplile ttinbi^ 
tion inspites If 1 have not been kieky ui the 
lottery of so neither do I thiilk payself 
unfortunate I owe no man a ftithing; 1 nan 
always command a clean shut, a mutton 
chop, and a truss of straw , and, when I die, 
1 shall leave effects euffiment to defiay the 
expense of mif builal/* 

My uncle assured him he had no inteiAkHi 
to |pve him the least offence by the ohser« 
vauons he bad inade , but, on the contrary, 
spoke from a sentiment of fHendly regard to 
his interest The hfixtenant thanked him 
with a stiffness of eiVility, which nettled our 
old genUcinan, who perceived that hisJroode- 
ration was aU adhdted , ibr, whatsoever hk 
tongue might declare, his whole appearance 
denoted dissatisthction In shorty without 
pretending to judge of his military merit, 1 
think I may amrm, that this Caledonian is a 
self-conceited pedant, awkward, rude and 
disputacious He has had the benefit of a 
school education , seems to have read a ^ood 
number of books , his memory is tenacious, 
and he pretends to speak several different 
languages , but he is so addicted to wrang- 
linL^ that he wiU cavil at the clearest truths, 
and, in the pride of argumentation, attempt 
t p reconcile contradictions Whether his 
address and qualifications are really of that 
stamp which is agreeable to the taste of our 
aunt Mrs Tabitna, or that mdefetigable 
maiden is determined to shoot at every sort 
of game, certain it lo, she lias begun to prac- 
tise upon the heart of the lieutenant, who 
favoured us with las company at supper 
I have many other things to say of this 
man of war, which I shall communicate m a 
post or two Meanwhile, it is hut reason- 
able that you should be indulged with some 
respite from those weary lucubrat4ons of, 
youts, J MELPORD 

Newcastle Tyne, July 10 


To SlE WaTKIN pHlLlilPS, BaKT OP I«SU8 
CoLLBos, Oxuai, s 

Deae PniLnins, — In my lost, I treated 
you with a high favoured dish, in the charac- 
ter of the Scotch lieutenant, and I must pre- 
sent him once more Ibr your eiUiertainment 
It was our fortune to feed upon hun. the best 
art of three days , and 1 do not doilbt that 
e will stait ^in m our way we 

shall have finished our northern ex|[mf8ion« 
The day after our meeting with him Dur- 
ham proied so tempestuous, tbatnye j^dhot 
choose to proceed on our journey; and 
my uncle persuaded him to stay the 
weather should clear up, givnw hts^ at the 
same time, a general invitation to mtr mess 
The man has certainly ^thered a .wlmle 


budget of shrewd observations, but he brmgs 
them forth m such an iin|pnu»<ms manner as 
would he extremely disgastn^, if it was not 
maiiced by that charactenstic odjdity which 
nei^ &ils to attract the attmitioii. He and 
Mr Bramlde discoursed, and even disputed, 
cm ifi^bfent subjects in war,M»c^iej, the 
belles lettres,. law and metaj^ystcf ; and 
sometmm they were wanned into such alter*, 
eatkm oe seemed to threaten an abrUpt Ao- 
soitttfou of their society; but Mr B^fale 
set a guard over his own irascibility^ the 
more vigilantly as the officer was his guest , 
and when, in spite of ail lus efforts, he began 
to wpx warm* tho other prudently cooled in 
the ^tne proportion. 

Mrs Tabitha chancing to accost hex brother 
by the fitmilutr diminutive of Matt, — “ Pray, 
sir,” Said the lieutenant, “k your name 
Matthias^” You must know it is one of 
our uncle’s foibles to he ashamed of his 
name, Maahew, because it is puritanical; 
and this question chagrined him so nmeh, 
that he answered, — “No, by G—* dl” in a 
very abrupt tone of displeasure The Scot 
took umbrage at the manner of his reply, 
and bristling up, — “ If I had known,” said 
he, “ that >ou did not care to tell your name, 
1 should not have asked the question. The 
leddy called you Matt, and 1 naturally theiught 
it was Matthias , perhans it may be Methuse- 
lah, or Metrodorus, or Metcllusi oi Mathun- 
nu8,oT Malthmnns, or Matamorus, or — ” 
“ No,” cned my uncle, laughing, “ it is nei- 
ther of those, captain , ray name is Matthew 
Bramble, at your service The truth is, I 
have a foolish pique at the name of Matthew, 
because it savours of those canting hypo- 
entes, who, in CromwelPs tune, christened 
all their children by names taken from the 
scripture ” “ A foolish pique, indeed,” cned 
Mrs Tabby, “ and even sinful, to fiUl out 
with your name because it is taken from 
holy writ I would have you to know, you 
was called after great uncle Matthew ap 
Madoc ap Meredith, E&quire, of Uanw'ys- 
ihm, in Montgomeryshire, justice of the 
quorum and crusty mttleorum, a gentleman 
of great worth and property, descended in a 
straight line, by the female side, from Lie- 
well) n, prince of Wales ” 

This genealogical anecdote seemed to 
make some impression upon the North ]^ri- 
lon,^ho bowed very low to thflt descendants 
of Llewellyn, and ooserv^, himself 

bad the honour of a scnptnml nomination. 
The lady expressing a ^d0lilre of knowing hts 
address, he said, he desigrtei^ himself Lieu- 
tenant Obadiah Liamahagp , and, in order to 
assist her memory, be presented her with 
a slip of paper inscribed writh these thre<^ 
words, which she repeated with great eni- 
phaais, declanng it was one of the mob^ no- 
ble and sonocoua names she had ever heard 
He observed, that Obadiah was an advcnti- 
tious appellation, derived from Ins great- 
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gttnd(kther» who had been one of die original 
covenanters , but Lismahago was the iwily 
surname, taken from a place in Scotland 
so callecl He likewise dropped someJ^ts 
about the antiquity of his p^igree, 4ddmg, 
with a smile of adf-rdenild, ned gmu$ et 
proavo 9 , et quit nm f&cmus vtx ea 
nostra voro, which quotation he explained, 
in defence to the ladies , and Mrs Tabitha 
did not fail to compliment bun on his mo* 
desty, m waiving the merit of his ancestry ; 
adding, that \i )vas the less necessary to him, 
as he had such a considerable fund of bis 
own She now began to glue herself to his 
favour wit^i the mssest adulation She ex- 
patiated upon the antiquity and virtues of 
the Scottish nation, upon their valour, pro- 
bity, learning and politeness she even de- 
scended to encomiums on his own personal 
address, Ins gallantry, good sense, and era- 
ditlon ' slie appealed to her brother, whether 
the captain was not the very image of our 
cousm Governor Griffith She discovered a 
surprising eagerness to know the particulars 
of his lifh, and asked a thousand questions 
concerning his achievements in war all 
which Mr Lismahago answered witli a sort 
of Jesuitical reserve , affecting a reluctance 
to satisfy her curiosity on a su^ect that con- 
cerned his own exploits 
By dint of her interrogation*?, however, 
we learned, that he and Ensign Murphy had 
made their escape from the French hospital 
at Montreal, and taken to the woods in 
hope of reaching some English settlement , 
but, mistaking their route, they fell in with 
d party of Miamis, who earned them away 
in captivity The intention of these Indians 
was to give one of them as an adopted son 
to a venerable sachem, who had lo«;t his own 
m the course of the war, and to saenhee the 
other, according to the custom of the coun- 
try Murphy, as being the younger and 
handsomer of the two, wis designed to fill 
the place of the deceased, not only as the 
sou of the bachern, but as the spouse of a 
beautiful squaw, to whom his predecessor 
had been betrothed , but, in passing through 
the different wigwams, or villages, of the 
Miomis, pool Murphy was so mangled by 
the ►women and children, who have the pri- 
vilege of torturing all prisoners in their pass- 
age, that, by the time they arrived it?: the 
place of the sachem’s lesidence, he was 
rendered altogether unfit for the purposes of 
marriage « it was determined* therefore, m 
"he assembly of the warriors, that Ensign 
Murphy should be brought to the stoke, and 
thaat the lady should be given to Liedtenant 
^^smahago, who had likewise received tos 
share of torments, though they had not ph)* 
emasculation^ A joint of one finger 
had been. cut, or rather sawed off, with a 
rusty one of hia great toes was crushed 
into a marii betwixt two stones, some of his 
teeth werfi drawn or dug out with a crooked 


nail , splintered roods had been thrust up his 
nostrils, and other tender parts ^ and the 
calves of his legs had been blown up with 
mines of gunpowder, dug m the flesh with 
the sharp point of the tomahawk. 

The Indians themselves allowed that Mur- 
phy died with groat heroism, singing, as his 
d^th song, the Dnmniendoo, in concert with 
Mr Lismahago, who was present at the so- 
lemnity After the warriors and the matrons 
haA^made a hearty meal upon the muscular 
flesh, which they pared from the victim, and 
bad applied a great variety of tortures, which 
he bore Without flinching, an old lady, with 
a sharp knife, scooped out one of his eyes, 
and put a burning coftl m the socket The 
pain of this operation was so exquisite, that 
he could not help bellowing, upon which 
the audience raided a shout of exultation, 
and one of the warriors, stealing behind him, 
gave him the coup de grace with a hatchet 

Lismahago's bride, the squaw Squinkina- 
coosta, distinguished herself on tbi^ occa- 
sion She sho^\cd a great superiority of 
genius, 111 the tortures which blic contrived 
and executed with her own hands she vied 
with the stoutest warrior in eating the flesli 
of the sacrifice, and, after all the othe** 
females weie fuddled with dram-dnnkiDg, 
she was not so intoxicated but that she was 
able to play the game of the platter with the 
conjuring sachem, and afterwards go througj^ 
the ceremony of her own wedding, whiUi " 
was consummated that same etemng The 
captain had lited very happ ly with this 
tfc^,cornplibhed squaw for two years, during 
which she bore him a bon, who is now the 
repreben*ati\e of his mother’s tribe, but, at 
length, to Ins unspeakable griet, she had died 
of a fever, occasioned by eating too much 
raw bear, which they had killed m a huntmg 
excursion 

By this lime Mr Lismahago was elected 
sachem, acknowledged first warrior of the 
Badger tribe, and dignified with the name or 
epithet of Ocpacanastaogarora, which signi- 
fies nimble as a weasle , but all these advan- 
tages and honours he was obliged to resign, 
m consequence of being exchanged for 
orator of the community, who had been 
taken prisoner by the Indians that were m 
alliance with the English At the peace, he 
had sold out upon half-pay, and was returned 
to Britain, with a view to pass the rest of 
his life in his own country, where he hoped 
to find spme retreat, wliere his slender finan- 
ces would afford him a decent subsistence 
Such are the outlines of Mr Lismahago's 
hislorj', to which Tabitha dtd seriously ttt- 
clme her ear, indeed, she RcOmed to be* 
taken with the same charms that captivated 
the heart of Deademona, who loved the Moor 
Jor the dangers he fiad passed 

The description of poor Murphy’s suffer- 
ings, which threw iny sister Liddy into a 
swoon, extracted some sighs from t^ breast 
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of Mrs Tabby When she njadorstood he young lady of good sense and rare accom- 
had been rendered un6t Ibr marnage, she ptishments, und a good cbrih^an at bottom 
began to spit, and ejaculated, desgs, what Thensho asked whether hisoonsoithad been 
cruel barbarians i** and She made wry &ceB high*ohurch or low.cburch, presbytenan or 
at the lady’s nuptial repast, but she was anabaptist or had been fl^ouied with any 
eagerly curious to know thg particulars of gluunierusg of the new light of the gospel 
her mamage dress ; wh^er wore high- When he confessed that she and her whole 
breasted stays or boddlrie, a me of silk or nation were utter strangers to the Christian 
velvet, and laces of Mhclilm or ininionctto — feitb, she gazed at bun with signs of aston- 
she supposed, as they were connected with ishment; and Humphry Clinker, who chanced 
the French, she used roirg^e, and hod be%hair to be in the room, uttered a hollow gman. 
dressed in the PanaiaU feshion The cap- AftOr some pause — ‘*ln the name ofOod, 
tarn would have declined giving a categorical Captain Lismahago,” cried she, ** what reli^ 
explanation of adl these particuIarB, observing, gion do they profess » As to religion, 
in general, that the Indians were too tena- madam,** answered the beutenant, ** it is 
Clous of their own customs to adopt the among those Indians a matter of great aim- 
modes of any nation whatsoever , he said, plicity — ^thoy never heard of any tShoncp be- 
moreover, that neither the simplicity of their iween church and etate They, in general, 
manners, nor the commerce of their country, worship two contending pnnciples ; one the 
would admit of those articles of luxury which fountain of all good, the other the source of 
are deemed magnificence in Europe, and evil The common people there, as m other 
that they were too virtuous and sensible to countries, run into the absurdities of super- 
enrourage the introduction of any fashion stition , but sensible men pay adoration to 
which might help to render them corrupt a Supreme Being, who created and sustains 
and eiFominate the universe ” “ O » what a pity,*' exclaim- 

These observations served only to mllame od the pious Tabby, ** that some holy man 
iier desire of knowing tho particulars about has not been inspired to go and convert 
which she had inquired , and, with all his thorc poor heathens 
evasion, he could not help discovering the The lieutenant told her, that, whde he re- 
following particulars That Ins pnni css had sided among them, two French missionaries 
neither shoes, btockings, shiR, nor any kind arrived, in order to convert them to tiie 
linen — ^that her bndal drees consisted of a catholic religion , but whoa they talked of 
petticoat of rc»d baise, and a fringed blanket, mystenes and revelations, winch they could 
lastcned about her shoulders w^ith a copper neither explain nor authenticate, and called 
skewer , but of oinaments she had great in the evidence of mirdcles, which they be- 
plenty — her hair was curiously plaited, and ]ie\e<( upon hearsay, when they taught, that 
interwoven with bobbins of human bone — the Supreme Creator of heaven and eaith 
one eyc-hd was painted green, and the other had allowed Ins only sop, hw own e<|ual in 
yellow , the cheeks were blue, the lips white, | power and glory, to enter the bowels of a 
the teeth red, and there was a black list woman, to he horn a^i a human crcalulc, to 
drawn down the middle* of the forehead, as bo in*;ultod, fiagellated, and even executed 
tar as the tipoftlie nose — a couple of gaudy os a malefac or, when they pretended to 
parrot's feathers were stuck through the create God himself, to swallow, digest, re- 
division of the nostrils — there was a blue vive, and multiply him, ad tr^mtunh bv tlie 
stone set in the chin — her ear-nngs con- help of a little Hour and water, the Indians 
sisted of two pieces of hickory, of the me were shocked at the impiety of their pre- 
and shape of drumsticks — her legs and arms sumption Tlioy were exanuiied by the as- 
were adorned with bracelets of wampum — scmbly of tho sachems, who desired them 
her breast glittered with nuiuerous stnngs to prove the divinity of Uieir mission by some 
of glass beads-^he wore a cunotiij pouch, miracle They answered, that it was not m 
or pocket, of woven glass, elegantly painted their power “If you were really sent by 
with various colours—- about her neck was heaven for our conversion,” said one of the 
hung the fresh scalp of a Mohawk warrior, sachems, “ >on would ecrtamly have some 
whom her deceased lover had lately slain m supernatural endowments, at least you would 
battle— and, final1y« ahe was anointed from have the gifl of tongues, m order to explain 
head to foot with boar's grease, which sent your doctnuc to the different nations among 
forth a most agreeable odour which you are employed , hul you arc so ig- 

6ne would Imagine that these paraphor- norant of our language, that you cannot ex- 
naha would not have been much admir^ by press yourseh’ea even on the most tnfimg 
a modem fine lady , hut Mrs Tabitha was subjects.” 

resolved to approve of all tho captain's con- In a word, the assemMy were convinced 
nections, She wished, indeed, the squaw of their being cheats, and even suspected 
had been better provided with Imepi hut shp them of being spies, they ordered them 
owned there was much taste and fency m bag of Indian corn a-piece, and appointed a 
her ornaments , she made no doubt, there- guide to cemduct them to the frontiers , but 
fore, that Madame Squmhinacoosta was a ^ missipiiaties, having more zeal than di>« 
79 
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cnStion, refiised to quit the vineyfiiy4, Tfa^ these essays, under the title of the Glazver^a 
persist^ m sayinff mass, in preactogvbsp- triumph over l^wney the Scot^^Vm per- 
tizmg and squabbling with the conjurors, or suaded it would be a vara ameable offering 
priests of the country, tdl they bad thrown to the patnots of London and Westminster 
the whole community into eonrasion , Then When 1 expressed some sntpnse that the 
the assembly proceeded to try them as im.. natives of Scotland, who travel this Way, had 
pious impostors, who represented the Al* not broke all the windows upon the road, — 
mighty as a trifling, weak, oapncious being With submission,” replied the lieutenant, 
and pretended to make, unmake, and repro- ** that were but shallow policy — it would only 
duce him at pleasure , they were, therefore, serve to make the satire more cutting and 
convicted of blasphemy and sedition, and severe , and, I think, it is much better to let 
condemned to the atake, where they died it stand m the window, than have it present- 
singing sahe reginat in a rapture of joy, for ed m the reckoning ” 
the crown of martyrdom which they had My uncle’s jaws began to qui\er with in- 
thUs obtained dilation He said the scribblers of sucli 

In the course of this conversation. Lieu- infamous stuff deserved to be scourged at the 
tenant Lismahagodropt some hints, by which cart’s tail for disgracing their country with 
it appear^ he himself was a freethinker such monuments of malice and stupidity 
Our aunt seemed to be startled at certain These vermin,” said he, ** do not consider 
sarcasms he threw out against the creed of that they are affording their fellow-sul^ecte, 
St Athanasius He dwelt much upon the whom they abuse, continual matter of self- 
words reawn, philosophy and contradiction gratulation, as well as the means of cxecut- 
tn rerms<-^he bid defiance to the eternity of uig the most manly ven^ance that can be 
hcll-flre , and even threw such squibs at the taken for such low, illiberal attacks. For 
immortality of the soul, as singed a little the my part, I admire tlie philosophic forbearance 
whiskers of Mrs Tabitha’s faith , for by this of the Scotch, as much as I despise the inso 
time she began to look upon Lismahago as a lence of those wretched libellers, which is 
prodigy of learning and sagacity In short, a-km to the arrogance of the village cock, 
he could be no longer insensible to the ad- who never crows but upon his own dunghill ” 
vances she made towards his affection , and, The captain, with an affectation of candour, 
although there was something repulsive in observed, that men of illiberal minds were 
his nature, he overcame it so far as to make produced in every soil , that, m supposing 
some return to her civilities Perhaps he those were the sentiments of the English ih 
thought it would be no bad scheme, m a su- general, he should pay too great a compli- 
peranniiated lieutenant on half-pay, to effect ment to his own country, which was not of 
a conjunction with an old maid, who, in all consequence enough to attract the envy of 
probability, had fortune enough to keep him such a flourishing and powerful people 
easy and comfortable to the fag-end of his Mrs Tabby broke forth again in praise of 
days An ogling correspondence forthwith his moderation, and declared that Scotland 
commenced between this amiaMe pair of on- was the soil which produced every virtue 
ginals. He began to sweeten the natural under heaven When Lismahago took his 
acidity of Ins discourse with the treacle of leave for the night, she asked her brother if 
compliment and commendation lie from the captain was not the prettiest gentleman 
time to time offered her snuff, of which he he -had ever seen , and whether there was 
himself took great quantities, and even made not something wonderfully engaging in liis 
her a present of a purse of silk-grass, woven aspect Mr Bramble having eyed her for 
by the hands of the amiable Squinkmacoosta, some time m silence, — “ Sister,” said he, 
who had used it as a shot-pouch m her hunt- the lieutenant is. for aught 1 know, an 
ing expeditions honest man and a good officer-^he has a 

From Doncaster northwards, all the win- considerable share of understanding, and a 
dows of all the mns are scrawled with dog- title to more encouragement than he seems 
gerel rhymes, in abuse of the Scotch nation ; to have met with in life , but I cannot, with 
and what surprised me vei^ much, I not a safe conscience, affirm that be is the pret- 
perceive one line written ui the way of re* tiest gentleman I ever saw,, neither can I dis- 
crimination Curious to hear what Lisma* cern any engaging charm in Jus countenance, 
hago would say on this sublet, I pointed out which, I vow to €k>d, is, on the contrary, 
to him a very Scumlous epigram Sgamst his very hard-favoured and forbidhing ” 
countrymen, which was engraved on one Of I have endeavoured to ingratiate mvself 
the windows of the parlour where we sat with this North Briton, who is really a 
He read it with the most starched cotnpo- curiosity , but he has been very sliy of my 
surc^ and when I asked his opinion of the conversatian, ever since 1 laughed at his 
It 18 vara terse apd vara poig- asserting that the English tongue was spoken 
nant,” eaid he, ** but, with the help of a wat with mote propriety at Edinburgh than at 
dishclout, It might be rendered mote clear London. Looking at me with a double 
and pampmuous. 1 marvel much that some squeeze ot souring m his aspect, — If the 
modern ibtdias not published a collection of old definition be true,” said be, that risi- 
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VilLtyis the distinguishieg cbaracterietic of & 
lational creature, the Engh^h are the niost 
distinguii^ed for rationality of any people I 
ever luew ” I owned tha^ the English were 
easily struck with any thing that appeared 
ludicrous, and apt to laugh accordingly , but 
It did not follow, that, because they were 
more given to laugl^r, they had more ra- 
tionality than their neighbours . I said, that 
such an inference wotila be an iniury to the 
Scotch, who were by no means defectiw in 
rationality, though generally supposed fittie 
subject to the impressions of humour 
The captain answered, that this supposi^ 
tion must have been deduced either from 
their conversation or their compositions, of 
which the English could not possibly judge 
with precision, as they did nut understand 
the dialect used by the Scots in common 
discourse, as well as in their works of hu- 
mour When I desired to know what those 
works of humour were, he mentioned a con- 
siderable number of pieces, which he insist- 
ed were equal in point of humour to any 
thing extant m any language dead or living 
He, in particular, recommended a collection 
of detached poems, in two small volumes, 
entitled, The Evergreen, and the works of 
Allan Ramsay, which 1 intend to provide 
myself with at Edinburgh He observed, 
that a North Briton is seen to a disadvantage 
ip an English company, because he speaks 
in a dialect that they can’t relish, and ui a 
phraseology which they don’t understand 
lie therefore finds himself under a restraint 
which IS a great enemy to wit an 1 humour 
These are faculties which never appear in 
full lustre, but when the mind is perfectly 
at ease, and, as an excellent writer Says, 
enioys her elbow-room 
lie proceeded to explain his assertion, 
that the English langu^e w as spoken with 
greater propriety at Edinburgh than in 
London He said, what we generally called 
the Scottish dialect, was, in met, true, genu- 
ine old English, with a mixture of some 
French terms and idioms, adopted m a long 
intercourse betwixt the French and. Scotch 
qgtions, that the modem English, from 
affectation and false refinement, had weak- 
ened, and even corrupted their language, by 
throwing out the guttural sounds, altering the 
pronunciation ana the quantity, and disusing 
many words and terms of great significance 
In consequence of these innovations, the 
works of our best poets^ nuch as <?haucer, 
Spenser, and even Shakspeare, were be- 
come, in many parts, unintelligible to the 
natives of South Britain ; whereas the Scots, 
*who retain the ancient language^ understand 
them without the help of a glossary ** For 
instance,” said he, “how have your Com- 
mentators been puzzled by the following ex- 
pression m4he Tempesf— HeV gentle, and 
not fearful : as if it was a pamogism. to 
say, that, being gentle, he must of course be 


courageous; but the troth is, one of the 
curigmal meanings, if not the sole meaning, 
of that word was, nMe, high^nunded , and 
to this day, a Scotswoman, in the situation 
of the ydung lady in the Tempeel, would 
express (imelf nearly in the sCme terms— 
Don’t provoke him , for being gentle, that 
IS, h»gh-emrtied, he won’t tamdy bear an 
insult. Spenser, m the very first stanza of 
bis Faery Queen, says, 

** A gentle knight waa pricking on the plain 

Which knight, far from being tame and &ar- 
fill, was so stout, that 

“Nothing did he dread, hut e\cr vaa ydrad ” 

To prove that we had impaired the energy 
of our language by false refinement, he men- 
tioned the following words, winch, though 
widely different in signification, are pro- 
nounced exactly in the some manner — 
wnght, write, nte, right , but, among the 
Scotch, these words are as different in pro- 
nunciation, as they are in meaning and or- 
thography , and this is the case with many 
others which he mentioned by way of illus- 
tration He, moreover, took notice, that wc 
had (for what reason he could never learn) 
altered tiie sound of our vowels from tiiat 
which IS retained by all the nations in Eu- 
rope , an alteration which rendered the lan- 
guage extremely difficult to foreigners, and 
made it almost impracticable to lay down 
general rules for orthography and pronun- 
ciation Besides, the vowels were no longer 
simple sounds in the mouth of an Englishman, 
who pronounced both t and u as dipthongs 
Finally, he affirmed, that we mumbled our 
speech wiUi our lips and teeth, and ran the 
words together without pause or distinction, 
in such a manner, that a foreigner, though 
he understood English tolerably well, was 
often obliged to have recourse to a Scotch- 
man to explain what a native of England had 
said in his own language 

The truth of this remark was confirmed 
by Mr Bramble from his own expenence , 
but he accounted for it on another principle 
He said, the same observation would hold in 
all languages , that a Swiss talking French, 
was more easily understood than a Pansutn, 
by a foreigner who had not made himself 
mastqf of the lanmiage , because every lan- 
guage had Its peemiar recitative, and it would 
always require more pains, attention and 
practice, to acquire both the words and the 
music, than to learn the words only , and 
yet nobody would deny, that the one was 
imperfect without the Othmr ; he, therefore, 
apprehended, that the Scotchman and the 
Swiss were better understood by learners, 
because they spoke the words only witliout 
the music, which they could not rehearse 
Dne would imagine this check might have 
damped the North Bnton, but it served 
only to agttalo his humour for di<»putation. 
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He said, if every nation had its own recita- 
tive or music, the Scotch hsd theirs; and 
the Scotchman who hi^ not yet acquired 
the cadence of the EngHsh^ would naturally 
use Ills own in speahlng their , 

therefore, if ha was heater underatood than 
the native, his recitative most be more in- 
telligible than that of the English , of conse- 
quence, the dialect of the Scotch had an ad- 
vantitge over that of their fellow-subjectt, 
and this wiaa another strong presumption 
that the modem English had corrupted the^ 
language m the article of pronunciation 

The heutemuQt was by this time become 
so polemical, tiiat every time he opened his 
mo^, out flew a paradox, which he main- 
tained with all the enthubiasm of alterca- 
tion , but all his paradoxes savoured strong 
of a partiality for his own country He un- 
dertook to prove that poverty was a blessing 
to a nation , that oaimed was prefeiable to 
v^heat flout ; and that the worship of Cloa- 
cina in temples which admitted both sexes, 
and overv rank of votaries promiscuously, 
was a flltny species of idolatry that outraged 
every idea or delicacy and decorum 1 did 
not so much wonder at his broaciiing tho^e 
doctiines, as at tne arguments, equally 
whimsical and ingenious, which he adduced 
in support of them 

In fine. Lieutenant Lismahago is a curiosity 
which 1 have not yet sufRciontly perused, 
and, therefore, 1 shall be sorry when we lose 
his company, though, God knows, there is 
nothiug very amiable in ins manner or dis- 
position As he goes diiecily to the south- 
west division of Scotland, and we proceed in 
the road to Berwick, wc shall pat^ to-mor- 
row at a place called Feltonbndge , and, I 
dare say, this separation will be veiy griev- 
ous to our aunt Mrs Tabitha, unless bhe has 
received some flattering assurance of his 
meeting her again If i fail in iny purpose 
of entertaining with these unimportant oc- 
currences, they will at least serve as exer- 
cises of patience, fiir which you are indebted 
to yours, always, J MELFORD 

morpetht July Id 


To Dn Lnwis 

Djiae Doctoe,*^! have now reached 'the 
northern extremity of England, and see, 
dose to my chamber window, the Tweed 
gilding through the arches of that bn^e 
^ which connects this suburb to the town of 
Berwick Vorkshtte you have seen, otid 
therefore I shall say nothing oi that opolont 
' IMXkvinco. The city of Burham appeam like 
a prosed heap of stones and bnoki accu- 
muialad so as to cover a mountain, round 
Wh>ch a river winds its brawling course. 
The streets are generally narrow, dork apd 
tmplesstmL and many of them almost im- 
^ssaUe iu consequence of their dediyity 


The cathedral is a huge gloomy pile, but 
the cleigy are well lodged. The bishop 
lives in a princely manner-*-the golden pre- 
bends keep plentiful tables*-*and, I am told, 
there IS some good sociable company in the 
pJoce , but the counity, when viewed from 
the top of Gateshead Fell, which extends to 
Newcastle, exhibits the highest scene of 
cultivation that ever I behqld As for New- 
castle, It lies mostly in a bottom, on the 
ban^B of the Tyne, and makes an ap^arance 
still more dtbagreeable than that of Dutham , 
hut It IS rendered populous and ricli by in- 
dustry and commer^^c , and the country lying 
on both sides the river, ahoie the town, yields 
a delightful prospect of agriculture and plant- 
ation Morpeth and Alnwick are neat, pretty 
towns, and this last is famous for tlio c astle 
which has belonged so many ages to the 
noble bouse of Percy, eorh of Nortliumbcr- 
land It H„doubtl0B<9, a large edifice, con- 
taining a great number of apartments, and 
stands in a commanding situation, but the 
strength of it seems to have consisted not 
BO much in its site, or the manner in which 
It IS fortified, os in the valour of its defend- 
antb 

Our adventures, since we left Scarborough, 
are scarce worth reciting, and yet J iimst 
make you acquainted w ith my sister Tabby’s 
progress m husband-hunting After her dis- 
appointments at Bath and London, she 
actually begun to praetKO upon a certain 
adventurer, who was in fact a highwayman 
by profession , but he had been used to snares 
much more dangerous than any she could 
lay, and escam^ accordingly Then she 
opened her batteries upon an old weather- 
beaten ^Scotch lieutenant, called Lismahago, 
who loined us at Durham, and is, 1 think, 
one of the most singular personages I e\er 
encountered His manner is as harsh as 
his rountenaiice, but his peculiar turn of 
thinking, and his pack of knowledge, made 
up of the remnants of rantios, rendered his 
conversation desirable, m spite of his pe- 
dantry and ungracious address 1 have often 
met with a crab-opple m a hedge, which 1 
have been tempted to eat for its flavour, 
even wlole I was disgusted by its austerity 
The spirit of contradiction is naturally so 
strong in Lismahago, that 1 believe m my 
conscience he has rummaged, and read, and 
studied with indefatigable attention, m urdei 
to qualify himself refute established max- 
ims, and thus raise trophies for t^e gratifica- 
tion of polemical pnde Such is tne aspe- 
rity of his self-conceit, that he will not even 
acquiesce in a transient compliment made to 
hiB own individual m particular, or to his 
countty in genoral 

When I observed that he must have road 
a vast number of books to be able to discourse 
on sqch a variety of subjects, ho declared he 
had read little or nothing, and asked hpw 
he shoidd flhd books among the woods of 
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America, where he had epent the greatest ate that jny countrymen have the least reason 
part of bis life My n^ew mnarkwg, to complain* Preferment m the service, like 
that the Scotch in general were fiimous for success in any other hrandi of traffic, will 
their learning, he denied the imputation, and naturally Avour those who ha«e the greatest 
defied him to prove it »om their works stock of cash and credit, ment «nd capacity 
The Scotch,” said he, « have a slight tine* being si^posed equal on all sidek 
ture of letters, with which they moke a pa. J Bert the most hardy of all this original^ 
rade among people who are more illiterate posifsons were tliese , that comroeree Would, 
than themselves t but they may be s«dd to sooner or later, prove the mm of every na- 
lloot on tlie surfece of science, and they have tion, where it flourishes to any exten^hat 
made very small advances in the useful mte ” the parliament was the rotten lirt of the 
‘‘At least,” cned Tabby, “all the world British conBtitution---that the liberty of the 
allows that the Scotch behaved gloriously in press was a national evil-Hind that the boast, 
fighting and conquering the savages of Ame- ed institution of juries, as managed m Ei«r- 
nca ” “I can assure you, madam, you have land, was productive of shomefiif penuiy and 
been misinformed,” replied the lieutenant, flagrant ii^ustice. He observed, tlmt 
“ in that contment the Scotch did nothing was an enemy to all the lioeral passions of 
more than their duty, nor was there one corps the sou), founded on the thuet of lucre, a 
in his majesty’s service that distinguished sordid dispositien to take advantage of the 
itself more than another Those who affect- necessities of our fellotiv -creatur^^ He af- 
ed to extol the Scotch for superior merit, firmed, the nature of commerce was? *sach, 
were no friends to that nation ” that it could not be fixed or perpetual* hut, 

Though he himself made free with his having flowed to a certain height, w^d ira- 
countrj men, he w ould not suffer any other mediately begin to ebb, and so continue till 
person to glance a sarcasm at them with the channels should be left almost dty , but 
impunity One of rhe company chancing to there was no instance of the tidp^s rising a 
mention Lord B— — *s inglorious peace, the second time to any considerable mflpv in the 
lieutenant immediately took up the cudgels same nation Meanwhile, the sudden Vfllu- 
in his lordship’s favour, and argued very once occasioned by trade, forced open ^.the 
fatrenuously to prove that it was the most sluices of luxury, and overflowed the land 
honourable and advantageous peace that with pvery species of profligacy and corrup- 
-England had ever made since the fbundation tjon , a total depravity of manners would on- 
of the monarchy Nay, between ftiends, be sue, and this must be attended with bank- 
Otfered sucii reasons on this subject, that I ruptcyand rum He observed of the parha- 
w as really confounded, if not convinced meat, that the practice of buying boroughs, 
lie would cot allow that the Scotch abound- and canvossing for votes, was an avowed 
ed above their proportion m the army and system of venality, already established on 
navy of Great Britain, or that the English the imus of principle, uitegnty, faith, and 
had any reason to say his countrymen had gr<^od order , in consequence of winch, the 
met with extraordinary encouragement m elected nnd the elector, and, in short, the 
the service “ When a Squtli and North whole body of the people, were equally and 
Biitort,” bald ho, “are competitors for a universally contaminated and corrupted He 
place or commission, w’-hich is at the disposal affirmed, that, on a parliam^t thus conuti- 
of ail English minister, or an English gene- tuted,the crown would always have influence 
rai. It would be absurd to suppose that the enough to secure a great majority in its depeiid- 
preference will not bo given to the native ance, from the great number of posts, places, 
of England, who has so many advantages and pensions it had to besimv , that such a 
over his rival First and fbremost, he has parliament wmuld, as it had alre^y done, 
laudable partialit), which, lengthen the leim of its sitting and autho- 
Mr Addison says, never fails to cleave to the nty, whenever the prince should think it for 
heart of an Englishman , secondly, he has bis interest to continiw Islie representatives , 
more powerful connections, and a, greater for, without doubt, they had the same ri^ht 
share of parliamentary interest, by which t<> pratfact their authority ad ftidmium^hs 
tiiose contests are generally decided , and, ibey had to ettrnd' at from three to seven 
lastly, he has a greater command of money jears. With a parliament, tlierefore, de- 
to smooth the way to hiS success. “For my pendant upon the crowp, devoted to the 
own part,” said he, “ I know no Scotch ofll- prince, aUd supported by a standintr armv, 
cer who has risen m the army above tlio rank garbled and modellod for the purpose, anV 
of a subaltern, without purcliosing eveiy de- ^ England may, and probably some 
gree of preferment Cither with money or re. ambrnoua sovereign will, totally overthrow 
crmtfl , but I know many gentlemen ^ thtt all the bulwarks of ifee constitution , for it ih 
country, who, for want of money and inti- to HaUpposed that a prince of a high 
rest, have grown grey in the rank of geute- spmt will tamely submit to be thwarted m 
nants» whereas venr few instances of ftis ill "is measures, abused and insulted by a 
fortune ate to be found among the natives populace of ^linbndled feiocity, when be has, 
of Bonth Britain Not that I would msinu- ft tu his power to crush all opposition under 
6T* 79* 
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his fbet with the concurrence of tlielegisU- 
ture He 8ai4« he should alwhys consider 
the liberty of the prdss ns a nalionsl evil, 
while It enabled the vilest 'reatSe^to soil the 
lustre of the most shining' merit* and fbnuehed 
the most infhmotts rocendmry with the means 
of disturbing the peace mod destroying the 
good order of the coroimmity. He owned, 
however, that, under due restrictions, it 
wonld be a valuable privilege ; but adirmed, 
that, at present, there was no law in Eng- 
land Buificient to restram it within proper 
bounds ' 

With respect to juries, ho expressed him- 
self to this eCect Junes are generally com-> 
posed of illiterate plebians, apt to be mis- 
taken, easily mtslod, and open to sinister 
mduence, ror if either of the porties to 
be tned can gam over one of the twelve 
jurors, he has secured ihc \erdict m bis fa- 
vour the jurjman thus brought over, will, 
rn despite of all evidence and ronvietion, 
generally bold out till his iellou s are fatigued, 
and harassed, and starved into concurrence , 
in which case the verdict is unjust, and the 
jurors are all perjured , — but cases will often 
occur, when the jurors are really divided m 
opinion, and each side is convinced m oppo- 
sition to the other; but no verdict will be 
received, unless they are unanimous, and 
they nro all bound, not only m const lonce, 
but by oath, to judge and declare according 
to their conviction What then will be the 
consequence** They must either t^taive in 
company, or one side must sacrifice their 
conscience to iheir oonveniente, and join in a 
verdict which they believe to bo false This 
absurdity is atoided m Sweden, where a bare 
moyonty IS sufficient , and m Scotland, where 
two thirds'*^ of the jury are required to concur 
in the verdict 

You must not imagine that all these do- 
ductions were marie on his part, without 
contradiction on mine No—- the truth is, 

f found myself piqued m point of honour, at 
his pretending to be so much wiser than tiis 
neighbours I questioned all' his assertions, 
started innumerable objections, argued and 
wrangled with uncommon perseverance, and 
grew very warm, and even Violent m the 
debate Soinctnnes he was puzzled, and 
once or twice, I think, fairiy refuted , but 
from tlmso falls he rose again, like Ai^us, 
with redoubled vigour, till at length V was 
tired, exhausted, and really did not know 
hpw to proceed, when luckily he dwipped a 
hint, by winch he discovered he had been 
hred to the law , a confession vrtuch enabled 
me to retire from the dispute With a good 
grace, as it could not be supposed that a mail ' 
like sne« who had been bred to nothing, should 
he aWe to cope with a veteran m his ow n 
X believe, however, that 1 frhall 
^ continu e t o chew the cad of j 

“ •"i mqiorrty ib sufficient Ip Seo^ 

land. 


reflection upon many observations which this 
ongmai discharged 

Whether our sister Tabby was really struck 
with his conversation, or is resolved to 
threw at every thing she meets in the shape 
of a man, till sho can ffisten the matnmonia) 
noose, certain it is. she has taken desperate 
strides towards the afi^ction of Liamahago, 
who cannot be said to have met her hSf- 
way, though he does not seem altogether 
insqnBinlo to her civilities. She insinuated, 
more than once, how happy we should be 
to have hiB company through that part of 
Scotland which wo proposed to visit, till at 
length he plainly told us, that his road was 
totally different iVom that which we intended 
to take , that, for his part, his company 
would be of very little service to us in our 
progress, as he was utterly unacquainted 
with the country, which he had left in lira 
early youth, consequently, he could neither 
direct us in our inquiries, nor introduce us to 
any family of distinction He eaid, ho was 
stimulated by an irresistible impulse to re- 
visit the paternus Zor, or pntrta dorms, 
though he expected little satisfaction, inas- 
much as he understood that his nephew, the 
present possessor, nos but ill qualified to 
support the honour of the family He assu- 
red us, however, as we designed to return 
by the west rood, that he n oidd watch our 
motions, and endeavour to pay his respeita... 
to us at Dumfries Ac( ordiiiglj he took Id'* 
leave of us at a place half w^v bcUvul Moi- 
peth aud Alnwick, and pranced aw ay n 
gn*at state, nounled on a tall, niea^ie, raw- 
boned, sbaniWing grey geldiiig, without eV r 
a tooth in his bead, the verj t ounterpart ol 
the ndor, and, indeed, the appoaranio ot 
tlie two was so picturesque, that I would 
give twenty guineas to have iliein tolerably 
represented on canvass 

Northumberland is a fine county, extending 
to the Tweed, which is a pleabant pastoral 
stream, but you w'dl bo surprised when I 
tell vou that the English side of that river is 
neither so well cultivated nor so populous 
as Iho other The farms are thinly scatter- 
ed, the lands uninclosed, and scarce a genv 
tleiimn's seat m to be seen m some miles 
from the Tweed, whereas the Scots are 
advanced m crowds to the very brink of the 
river , so that you may reckon above thirty 
good houses in the compass of a few miles, 
belonging to proprietors whose ancestors had 
fiirtified casties m the same situations , a 
Circumstance that shows what dangorous 
neighbours the Scotch roust have formerly 
been to the northern counties of England 

Our domestic economy contiuaes on the 
old footing My sister Tabby stiU adheres 
to methodism, and had the benefit of a ser- 
mon at Wesley’s meeting m Newcastle, but 
I believe the passion of love has in some 
measure ahsled the fervour of devotion, both 
in her and her woman, Mrs Jenkins, about 
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whose ffood there hae e violeat ogrceable to the teste* bee nothin^ solid or 
contest betwixt my nephew^ velet, Mr Dot. enbetantial. The traitor not only dazzled 
ton, and my man Hampbiy Chnhei*. Jerry her with hia second-bdtid finery, but he 
has been obliged to interaoae his authority lawned, and flattered, and 
to keep the peace ; and to mm 1 have left the her to takd rappee, and presented her with 
discusbioD of that important afiair, which a sunflUiox of pamer supplied 

had like to have kindled the flames of dis> her with a powder for her teetli^-^e mended 
cord m the ftoily of yours always, her complexion, and he dressed her hair in 

MATT. BRAMBLE the Pans fa8bion-*he undertook to be her 

7\peedmouthf July 15 French master and her dancing master, as 

^ well as fnseur, and thus imperceptibly wound 
himself mto her good graces. Clinker per- 
To Sift Watkin Phillips, Bart at Oxon ceivcd the progress he had made, and repined 

m seerpt He attempted to open her eyes 
Dear Wat, — In my two last you had so In the way of exhortation, and, finding it 
much of Lismahago, that 1 suppos':; you are produced no efiect, hod recourse to prayer 
glad he is gone on the stage ibr the present At Newcastle, while he attended Mrs Tabby 
i must now descend to domestic occurrences to the methodist meeting, his rival occompa- 
liove, It seems, is resolved to assert bis do- med Mrs Jenkms to the play. He was dress, 
nunion over all the females of our family ed in a Silk coat, made at Pans for his former 
After having practised upon poor Liddy*s master, with a tawdry waistcoat of tarnished 
licart, and (Hayed strange vaganes with our brocade , he wore his hair in a great bag, 
aunt, Mrs Tabitha, he began to run not in with a huge solitaire, and b long swora 

the affections of her woman, Mrs Winifred dangled from his tfiigb The lady was all 

Jenkins, whom 1 have had occasion to men- of a flutter with faded lustnng, washed gauze, 
tion more than once in the course of our and ribands three times refreshed ; but she 
memoirs Nature intended Jenkins for some- was most remarkable for the fnsurc of her 
thing very different fVom the character of head, which rose, like a pyramid, seven 

her unstress, yet custom and habit liave inches above the scalp, and her flice was 

effected a wonderful resemblance betwixt primed and patched from the chin up to the 
them 111 many particulars Win, to be sure, eyes , nay, the gallant himself had spared 
IS much younger, and more agreeable in neither red nor white in improving the nature 
her perboti , she is likewise tender-hearted of his own coni(vlcxioD In this attire they 
and benevolent, qualities for which her mis- walked together through the h.gh street to 
Hess IP by no means remarkable, no more the theatre, and a§ they ptsbod for players, 
than bhe le^for being of a timorous disposi- toady dressed for achiig, they reached it tin- 
tion, and much subject to fits of the mother, molested , but Jis it was still hglil when they 
winch are the infirmities of Win’s constitu- returned, and bj that time the people had 
tion, but then she seems to have adopted got information of their real character and 
Mrs Tabby’s manner with her ra«st clotlics condition, they hissed and Jiootod all the 
She dresses and endeavours to look like her way, and Mrs Teukins was all bespattered 
mistn^ss, although her own looks are much with dirt, as well os insulted with the oppro- 
inore engaging She enters into lier tschenics brious name of pamfed JezeM, so that 
of economy, learns her phrases, repeats her her fright and mortification threw her into 
remarks, imitates her style m scolding the an hysteric fit the moment ske came home 
infenor servants, and, finally, subscribes ini- Clinker was so incensed at Dutton, whom 
plicitly to her system of devotion This, he considered as the cause of her disgrace, 
indeed, she found the more agreeable, as it that he upbraided bun sev'oroly for having 
AVtts in a great measure mtromicod ai^ con- turned tlie poor young woman’s brain The 
firmed by the ministry of Clinker, with whose other aflfected to treat him with contempt, 
persona! merit she seems to have been struck and, mistaking bia forbearance for wapt of 
ever since he exhibited the pattern of his courage, threatened to horse-whip him mto 
naked skin at Marlboroo^ goojj manners Humphiy tlien came to me, 

Nevertheless, though numphiy had this humbly begging I woudd give him leave to 
double hank upon her inclinations, and ox- chastise my servant for his insdenee He 
erled all his power to maintain the conquest has challenged me to fight him at sword’s 
he had made, he found it impossible to guard point, ” said ho , but I might as well chal- 
it on the side of vani^, where poor Win was lenge him to make a horse-aioe or a plough- 
ns frail as any fbmalc in the kingdom. In iron * for 1 know no more of the one tiiaii 
• short, my rascal Dutton professed hunself he does of the other. Besides, il doth not 
her admirer, and, by dint of his omtlabdlsh become servants to use those weapons, or 
qualifications, threw ins rival Chnker out of claim the privilege of gontlemen to kill 
the saddle of her heart Humphry may be one another^ when tfey foS out , moreover, 
compared to an English pudding, composed I would hot have hi$ blood upon my con- 
of good wholesome flour and suet, and Dut- science fok ten thousand times the profit or 
ton to a ejdlabub or iccd froth, whicb» though satisflicthfo t should get by his death but 
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if your honour won’t be angtr, I’ll eiMge he encountered was the postilion, returned 
to ^ee’en a good drubbing, tbtt, majmp, from Coldstream, where be had been witness 
Will do ’en service, and I’ll take care it shall to tlie marriage, and, over and above a hand* 
do *cn no harm«^’ I said, 1 had ho objection some gratuity, had received a bride’s favour, 
to what he proposed, provided be could man- which he now wore m his cap When the 
age matters so as not to be found the ag- forsaken lover understood they were actually 

g essor, m case Dutton should prosecute him married, and set out for London, and that 
r an assault and battery Dutton had discovered to the lady that lie 

Thus licensed, he retired , and that same (the Hibernian) was a tailor, he had like to 
pvemng easily provoked his rival to strike have ton distracted He tore the nband from 
the first blow, which Clinker returned with the fallow’s cap, and beat it about his ears 
such interest, that be was obliged to call for He swore he would pursue him to the gates 
quarter, declaring, at the bame time, that he of hell, and ordered a post-chaise and tour 
would exact severe and bloody satisfaction to be got leady as soon as possible , but rc- 
the moineut we should pass the border, when collecting that his finances would not admit 
he could run him through the body without of this way of travelling, he was obliged to 
fear of the consequeure This scene passed countermand this order 
in presence of Lieulenant Lismahago, who For my own part, I knew notliing at all 
encouraged Cimker to hamd a thrust of of what had nappened, till the postilion 
cold iron u ith his antagonist ** Cold iron,” brought me the keys of my trunk and port- 
cried Humphiy, * * I shaU never use against the mauteau, which he had received from Dutton , 
life of any human creature , but 1 am so far who sent me his respects, hoping 1 would 
from being afVaad of his cold iron, that I shall excuse him for his abrupt departure, as il 
use nothing in my defence but a good cud- was a step upon which hib fortune depended 
gel, which AoU alivaysb^ at his service In Before I bad time to make my uncle ac- 
the mean time, the fiiir cause of this contest, quainted with this event, the Inshmau burbt 
Mrs Winifred Jenkins, seemed overwhehned into my chamber, without any introduction, 
with afBiction, and Mr Clinker acted much on exclaiming,— “ By my soul, your sarv ant h 
the reserve, Uiough he did not presume to robbed me of five thousand pounds, and Vll 
find fault With her conduct- The dispute be- have satisfaction, if 1 should be hung to-moi- 
tween the two rivals was soon brought to a row *” When I asked him who he was, — 
very unexpected ibsue Among our fellow- ** My name,” said he, ** ib Master Maclough- 
lodgers at Berwick, was a couple from Lon- hii— but it should be Leighlm O’Neale, for 
don, bound to Edinburgh on the voyage of ma- lam come from Ter-0 wen the Great , and 
Inmony The female was the daughter and bo I am as good a gentleman os any m Ire- 
heiress of a pawnbroker deceased, who had land and that ro^e, your sarv ant, said I 
given her guardians the slip, and put herself was a tailor, which was as big a ho as li he 
under the tuition of a tall Hibernuin, w ho liad had called me the pope Tm a man of foi- 
conducted her thus fdi in quest of a clergyman 'tune, and have spent all I had , and bo being 
to unite them in marriage, without the for- in distress, Mr Coshgravc, the fusii toner m 
inalities required by the law of England I Sufiblk street, tuck me out, and made me 
know not how the lovei had behaved on the hib own private shocretary By the bame 
load, bo as to decline in the favour of Ins token, I was the last he bailed, for Ins 
inamorata , but, in all probsbihty, Dutton per- fiicnds obliged him to tie Imnself up, that h( 
ceived a coldness on her bide, winch encou- would ball no more above ten pounds , for 
raged him to whibper, it was a pity she why'^ because as how be could not refuse any 
should cast her afiections upon a tailor, which body that asked, and therefore, in time, would 
he atfirmed the Irishman to be This divco- have robbed himself of his whole fortune, 
very completed her disgust, of which my and, if be had lived long at that rate, must* 
man taking the advantage, began to r«( oin- have died bankrupt very soon— and so 1 
tn^nd himself to her good mcos , and the made my addresses to Mies Skinner, a young 
bmooth-tonguod rascal found DO difficulty to lady of five thousand pounds fortune, who 
insuiuate himself into the place of^er agreed to take me for better nor worse , and, 
heart, from which the other had been dis- to he sure, this day would have put me in 
raifded Their resolution was immediately possession, if it had not been for that rogue, 
token In the morning* before day, while your sarvant, who came like a tief and stole 
poor Teague lay snoring a-bed, his indefeti- away my propertv, and made her believe I 
gjaMe rival ordered a post-chaise, and set was a tailor, and that she wos going to 
out with the lady for Coldstream, a few marrj the ninth part of a man ' but the devil 
imkis up the Tweed, where there was a par- burn my sow), if ever 1 catch him on tlic 
son Who dealt in this branch of commerce, mountains of TuUoghoUegly, if I don’t show 
ana thbre tlicy were noosed, before the Irish- him tliat I’m nine times as good a man as he, 
map ever dreamed of the matter. But when or e’er a bog of his country ” 
he got up at six o’clock, aud found the bird When he bad rung out his first alarm, I 
was flown, he made such a noise as alanned told him I was sorry he had allowed himself 
the wbo'le One of the firdt persons to be so jockied , but it was no business of 
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jnuAe , and tbat the ^llow who K»bhed him 
of his hndei had liicewise robbed me of my 
servant Didn’t I teU you, then," owed 
he, **that Rogue was hta true CbfisUan 
name i Oh 1 if I bad but one fair trust 
witfi him upon the sod, I’d give him leave to 
braff all the rest of his life." 

uncle hoarmsr the noise, came in, and 
being informed of this adventure, began to 
comfort Mr O'Neal for the lady's elopement , 
observing, that he seemed to have had aloeky 
escape that it was better she should elope 
before than after mamage The Hibernian 
was of a very different opinion. He said, 
if he had been once married, she might have 
^ eloped as soon as she pleased lie would 
have taken care tliat she should not have 
corned her fortune along with her. “ Ah *" 
said ho, «< she's a Judas Iscariot, and has 
betrayed me mth a kiss, and, like Judas, 

^ she carried the bag, and has not left me 
money enough to boar uiy expences back to 
I^ondnn , and so as 1 am come to this pass, 
and the rogue that was the occasion of it 
has left you without a sarvant, you may put 
• mo in liiB place , and, by Jasus ' it is iho 
beat tiling you can do " I begged to be ex- 
cused, doclarmg I could put op with any in- 
convenience, rather than treat as a footman 
the descendant of Ter-Owen the Great 1 
advised him to return to his friend Mr Cos. 
grave, and take his passage from Newcastle 
by sea, towards which 1 made him n small 
present, and he retired, seemingly resigned 
to hiB evil fortune I have taken upon trial 
a Scotchmao, called Archy M’Alpine, an old 
soldier, whoso last master, a colonel, lately^ 
died at Berwick The follow is old and 
withered , but he has been recnminended to 
me for his fidelity by Mrs Humphreys, a very 
good sort of a woman, who keeps the mn at 
Tweedinouth, and is mtu h respected by all 
the travellers on this road 
Clinker, without doubt, thinks himself 
happy in the removal of a dangerous rival, 
and ho is too good a Chrustian to repine at 
Dutton's success. Even Mrs Jenkins will 
have reason to congratulate herself upon tins | 
event, when she coolly reBects upon thej 
matter , for, howsoever she was forced from ^ 
her poiso for a season, by snares laid for her 
vanity, Humphry is certainly the north star 
to which the needle of her affection would 
have pointed at the long-run. At present 
the same vanity is exceedingly mortified, 
upon finding herself abandoncm by her new 
admirer, in favour of another inamorata 
Bhe received the news with a violent burst 
of laughter, which soon brought on a fit of 
^crying, and this gave the finishing blow to 
the patience of her mistress, which had held 
out beyond all expectation She poW opened 
all those fioodgates of reprehension which 
had been shut so long She net only 

Sut attacked her on the score of religion, de- 


claring roundly that she Wan ip a state of 
apostacy and reprobation ; and, finally, threat- 
ened to send her a-packmg at this extremity 
of the kin^um All the fkmdy interceded 
for poor Winifred, not even excepting her 
slighted swam, Mr Clinker, who, on his 
knees, implOTed and obtained her pardon. 

There was, however, another consider- 
ation that mve Mrs l^bitlia some dlsturih- 
ence At Newcastle, the servants had been 
informed by some wag, that there was no- 
thing to eat in Scotland but oat meal and 
eheep-heads , and Lieutenant Lismahago be- 
ing consulted, what he said served rather to 
confiikn than to refute the report Our aunt 
being appnsed of this circumstance, very 
gravely advised her brother to provide a 
eumpteT-horse, with store of hams, tongues, 
bread, biscuit, and other articles, for our sub- 
sistence in the course of our peregrination , 
and Mr Bramble as gravely replied, that he 
would take the hint into consideration , but, 
finding no such provision was made, ehe now 
revived the proposal, observing, that there 
was a tolcraole market at Berwick, where 
we might he supplied , and that my man's 
horse would serve as a beast of burden. The 
squire, shrugging up his shoulders, eyed her 
askance, with a look of inofilible contempt ; 
and, after some pause-^** Sister," said he, 
** I can hardly persuade myself you are se- 
nouR " She was so Utile acquainted with 
the geography of the island, that she imagin- 
ed we could not go to Scotland but by sea , 
and, after we had passed through the town 
of Berwick, when we told her we were upon 
Scottish ground, she could hardly believe the 
assertion If the truth roust be told, the 
South Bntons in general are wofully igno- 
rant in this particular What between want 
of curiosity, and traditional sarcasms, the 
effect of ancient ammosify, the people at the 
other end of the island know as little of 
Scotland as of Japan 

If I bad never been in Wales, T should 
have been more struck with the manifest dif- 
ference in appearance betwixt the peasants 
and commonalty on the difibrent sided of the 
Tweed The boors of NorthutnbGrland are 
lusty follows, fresh complexioiked, cleanly, 
and well clotlied , but the labourers m Scot- 
land are generally lank, lean, hard-featured, 
salloua soiled and shabby, and their little 
pinched blue caps have a beggarly effect 
The cattle are much m the same style with 
their drivers, meagre, etpnted, and ill equip- 
ped When 1 taJihed to my uncle on this 
subject, be said— Though all the Scottish 
hinds would not bear ip he compared with 
those of the tieh coantiea of l^uth Britain, 
they would stand very well in competition 
with the peasants of France, Italy, and Sa- 
voy— not to mention the mounfaineera jf 
^a1cs,andthe redsVumks of Ireland." 

We entered Scotland by a fnghtful moor 
of sixteee miies, which promises very httlo 
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fer the intenor jkarts of the kingdom ; but 
the prospect mended as ere advanced Pass- 
ing through Dunbar, whicli is a neat little 
town, situated on the sea-side, we lay at a 
country mn, where onr enteftamment far 
exceeded our expectation , but for this we 
cannot give the Scotch credit, as the land, 
loid 18 a native of England Yesterday we 
dined at Haddington^ which has been a place 
of some considem^tion, but is now gone to 
decay, and in the ^evemug arrived at this 
metropolis, of which I can say very little 
It IS very romantic, ftum its situation on the 
dedivity of a hill, having a fortified castle at 
the top, and a royal pdace at the bottom 
The first thing that strikes the nose of a 
stranger shall oe namelcbs , but what first 
stnkOb the eye is the unconscionable height 
of the liouses, which generally nse to five, 
SIX, seven and eight stones, and, in some 
places, as 1 ate assured, to twelve This 
manner of building, attended with number, 
less inconveniences, must have been origin- 
ally owing to want of room Certain if is, 
the town seems to be fiill of people , but 
their looks, their language, and their customs, 
are so different from ours, that 1 can hardly 
believe myself in Great Britain 

The inn at which we put up, if it may be 
so called, was so filthy and aisagreeable m 
all respects, that my uncle began to firet, and 
hiB gouty symptoms to recur Recollecting, 
however, that he had a letter of recommend- 
ation to one Mi Mitchelson, a lawyer, he 
sent It by his servant, with a compliment, 
importmg that he would wait upon him 
next day m person , but that gentleman vis- 
ited us immediately, and insisted upon onr 
going to his own bouse, until he could pro- 
vide lodgings for our accommodation We | 
gladly accepted of liis invitation, and repair- 
ed to his house, where we were treated with 
equal elegance and hospitality, to the utter 
oonfijBion of our aunt, whose prejudices, 
though beginning to give way, were not yet 
entirely removed To-day, by the assist- 
ance of our friend, wc are settled m conve- 
nient lodgings, up four pair of stairs, in the 
High street, the fourth story being, in this 
city, reckoned more genteel than the first 
The air is, in all probability, the better ; but 
It requires good lungs to breath it at this dis- 
tance above the surface of the earth BV'hile 
I do lemam above it, whether higher or 
lower, provided 1 do breathe at aR, t shall 
over be, dear Phillips, yours, 

J MELFORD I 

Edinburgh, July 18 


To DocToa Lewis 

Daa# Lnwie,-— That part of Scotland coU- 
tigtiona to Berwick, nature seems to have 
intended as a hemer between two hostile 
nations, It is brown desert, of consider- 


able extent, that produces nothing but heatli 
and fern , and what rendered it the more 
dreary when we passed, there woe a thick 
fog that hindered us from seeing above twen- 
ty yards from the carnage My sister b^|an 
to make wry faces, and used her smelflng 
bottle , Liddy looked blank, and Mrs Jenkins 
dejected , but in a few hours these clouds 
were dissipated, the sea appeared on our 
right, and on the left the mountains retired 
a Isltle, leaving an agreeable plain betwixt 
them and the beach , nut, what surprised us 
all, this plain, to the e'^tent of several miles, 
was covered with as fine wheat as ever I saw 
in the most fertile parts of South Britain 
This plentiful c rop is raised in the open field, 
without any mrlosuie, or other manure than 
the alga martnUf or bca-weed, which abounds 
on thib coast , a circumstance which shows 
that the soil and climate arc favourable, but 
that agriculture in this country is not yet 
brought to that perfection which it has at- 
tained in England Inclosures would not 
only keep the grounds warm, and the several 
fields distinct, but would also protect the 
crop from the high winds which au so fre- 
quent m this part of the island 

Dunbar is well situated trade, and has 
a curious basin, whore ships of ^mall burden 
may be perfectly secure , but there is little 
appearance of business m the place Prom 
thence, all the way to Edinbingb, there is a 
continual succession of fine seats belonging 
to noblemen and gentlemen , and, as each is 
surrounded by its own parks and plantation, 
they produce a very pleasing effect in a coun- 
try which otherwise lies open and exposed 
At Dunbar there is a noble park, with a lodge, 
belongmg to the Duke of Roxburgh, where 
Oliver Cromwell had his head-quarters, w hen 
Leslie, at the head of a Scotch army, took 
ossesBion of the mountains in tlie neighbour- 
ood, and hampered him in such a manner, 
that he would have been obliged to embark and 
get away ^ sea, had not the faiiaticism of the 
enemy forfeited the advantage which tliey had 
obtained by their general’s conduct Their 
ministers, by exhortation, prayer, assurance 
and prophecy, instigated them to go down 
and slay the jF^ilistines in Gilgal ; and they 
quitted their jground accordingly, notwith- 
standing all that Leslie could do to restrain 
the mtmness of their enthusiasm When 
Oliver saw them in motion, he exclaimed— 
** be the Lord, he hath deliv ered them 

into the hands of hie servant^’* and ordered 
bis troops to emg a psalm of thanksgiving, 
while they advanced in order to the plain, 
where the Scotch were routed with great 
slauf^ter 

In the neighbourhood of Haddington there 
IB a gentlemah^s bouse, in the building of 
which, and the improvements about it, he is 
said to have expended forty thousanld pounds , 
but 1 cannot I was much pleased with 
either the arcmtocture or the situation, 
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It I^ais m front a tb0 

banka of wbtcb are laid oat m 'a vbiy a^ree* 
able oianner 1 intended to pay my respects 
to Lord Ehbanky whom 1 had the honoor to 
know at London, many years ago He lives 
in this part of Lothian^ oat Was gone to the 
north on a visit You have often heard me 
mention this nobleman, whom 1 have long 
revered for his bumani^ and universal inteL 
Irgence, over and above the entertainment 
arising from the originality of his charaq^r 
At Musselburgh, however, t had the good 
fortune to dnnk tea with my old fnena Mr 
CardoncI , and at his house I met with Dr 
C , the parson of the parish, whose hu- 

mour and conversation inflamed me \«’ith a 
desire of being better acqua nted with his 
person I am not at all surprised that these 
f?cotch make their way in every quarter of 
the globe 

This place is but four miles from Edin- 
burgh, towards which we proceeded along the 
sea-shore, Upon a firm bottom of smooth sand, 
which the tide had left uncovered in its re- 
treat Edinburgh, from this avenue, is not 
«eon to much advantage We had only an 
imperfect view of the castle and upper parts 
of the town, which varied incessantly, ac- 
cording to the inflexions of the road, and ex- 
iiibitcd the appearance of detach^ spires 
and turrets, belonging to some magnificent 
edihce in rums The palace of Holy rood- 
house stands on the left as you en^r the 
Canon gate This is a street eontinuea from 

hence to the gate called the Netherhow, 
w hich IS iio\y taken away , so that there is no 
interruption for a long mile, from the bottom 
to the top of the hiu, on u hich the casUe 
stands in a most imperial situation Con- 
sidering its flne pavement, its width, and the 
lofty houses on each side, this w ould be un- 
doubtedly one of the noblest streets m Eu- 
rope, if an ugly mass of mean buildings, 
called the Luckenbooths, had not thrust 
Itself, by what accident I know not, into the 
middle of the way, like Middle-row in Hol- 
born The city stands upon two hiDs^ and 
the bottom between U^em and, with all its 
d^ifects, may very well pass for the capital 
of a moderate kingdom It is full of people, 
and continually resounds with the noise of 
coaclies and other carnages, for luxury aa 
well commerce As far as I can perceive, 
here is no want of provisions The beef and 
mutton arc as delicate here as ui Walea , the 
sea aftbrds plenty of good flah^ the bread ta 
remarkably flne , and the water is exc^ent, 
though Tm afraid not in suflicient quantity 
to answer all the purposes of cleanliness and 
•< onvenience , articles in which, it must be 
allowed, oqr fellow-eubjeqts ore a little de- 
fective. , The water is brought in leaden 
pipes a mountain in the neighbourhood, 
to a cistern on the Castle Hill, fS^m wtostm 
it 18 disputed to public conduitain dilu- 
ent parte of the city Prom these it is cip 


ried in barrels, on the, of male and 
fhmale porteim« up twt>, four,, ftve, six, 
seven and eight pans of staftn,rfor the use of 
particular famdies Every story ^is a eom- 
plete house occupied by a separate ftuvdly 
and the stair being common to them all, is 
generally left in a very fllftiy eonditioit , a 
man must tread with great circumajpeetion 
to get safe housed with unpolluted ehoes 
Nothing can form a stronger contrast than 
the diflerence betwixt the outside and inalde, 
of the door , for the good women of this me-' 
tropolis are remarkatSy nice m the ornaments 
and propriety of their apartments, as if they 
were resolved to transfer the imputation from 
the individual to the public You a^^e no 
stranger to their method of discharging all 
their impurities from their windows, at a cer-^ 
tain hour of the night, as the custom is m ^ 
Rpoin, Portogai, and some parts of Fraac^e 
and Italy , a practice to which I can by HO 
means be reconciled, fbr, notwnhStOimmg 
all the care that is taken by their scaveiigeis 
to remove this nuisance every raoTnialr by 
break of day, enough still remains to offend 
the eyes, as well as the other organs, of those 
whom use has not hardened against all doli- 
ca^ of sensation 

The inhabitants seem insensible to theae 
impressions, and are apt to imagine the dis- 
gust that we avow is little belter than affect- 
ation but they ought to have compassion 
for strangers, who have not been ,u8ed to 
this kind ot sufferance, and consider whether 
It may not be w orth v;inie to take some pains 
to vindicate themselves from the reproach 
that on this account they bear among their 
neighbours As to the surprising height ot 
their houses, it is absurd in many respects , 
but, m one particular light, I cannot view it 
without horror , that is, the dreadful situa- 
tion of all the families above, in case the 
common staircase sliould be rendered impass- 
able by a fire in the lower storeys In or- 
der to prevent the shocking consequences 
that must attend such an accident, it uould 
be a right measure to open doors of commu- 
nication from one house to another on every 
storey, by which the people might fly from 
such a terrible visitation In oil parts of the 
world we see tlie force of habit prevailing 
over all the dictates of convenience and sa- 
gacity All the people, of bi^oess at Edin- 
burgh, and even the genteel Company* may 
be seen standing m crowds every da>, from 
one to two in the afternoon ip the open 
street, at a place where formerly stood a 
market-cross, which, by tlm %e, was a curi- 
ous piece of Gothic architecture, still to faf 
seen in Lord SomerviHe^s garden, in tins 
neighbourhood. Isay, the people s’ and m 
the open street firom the force of custom, ra- 
ther than mov^ a few ^wds to an exchange, 
tliat stkndk one side, or to the par- 

haiifent ejose pn the' other, which is a noble 
square, adpnaM with a fine equestrian statue 



40B 


SMOUtilSTT'B SBLBCT WORKa 


ef Jcing Charles IL The oonipaay thna as« 
sembled are entcrtadaed with ia vanety ef 
tiwes* played upon a eet of belle fixed m a 
steeple hard by. As these bells are well 
toned, and the musiekm who has a salazr 
ji-om the city for playing upon them with 
keys, IS no bad performer, the entertainment 
js really agreeable* and very striking to the 
ears of a stranger* 

The public inna at Edinburgh are still 
worse than those of London , but, by means 
of a worthy gentleman, to whom ) was re. 
commended, we have got decent lodgings in 
the Imuee of a widow gentlewoman of the 
name of Lockhart , and here I shall btay 
until 1 have seen every thing that is lemark- 
able in and about this capit^ 1 uow begin 
to feel the good efiects of exercise 1 eat 
like a farmer, sleep from midnight till eight 
m the morning, without interruption, aifi 
enjoy a constant tido of spiuts, equally dis. 
tont from inanition and excess * but what. 
01 er ebbs and flows my constitution may 
unde^o, my heart will still declare that I am, 
dear Lewis, your affectionate fhend and scr. 
vant, MATT. BRAMBLE 

Edinburgh, July 18 


To Mrs Mary Jones* at Bramblbton* 

Dear Mary, — ^Tbe squire has boon so 
kind as to rap my bit of nonsense under the 
kiver of his own sheet O Mary Jones * Mary 
Jones* 1 have had trials and trenibulation 
God help me * I have been a vixen and a 
giifhii these many days Sattin has had 
power to temp me iii the shape of van Dit. 
ton, the young squire’s waliy do shamble, 
but by God’s mase ho did not purvail 1 
thofl as how there was no arm in going to a 
play at Newcastle, with my hair mresaed in 
the Parish ftLshion , and as for the trifle of 
paint, he said as how my complexion wanted 
rouch, and so [ let lum put it on with a little 
Spanish owl , but a mischievous mob of col. 
hers, and such promiscous iibblo labblc, that 
could bear no smut but their own, attacked 
us in the street, and called me hoar and 
pavnted Issahel, and splashed my close, ond 
apoiled me a complete sete of blond Uce 
triple ruffles, not a pm the worse f«r the 
^ ware Tliey cost me seven good eilUngs to 
JiS^ Gnskiii’s woman at London 

When I axed Mr Clinker what>they meant 
calling me Isaabol, he put the j^obill into 
iny hand, and I leod of van Issabei, a painted 
harlot* Uiat was thrown out of a vindors, and 
tb(ti eamo and licked her blood But 1 
'RIP JEpl^lot , and. With <jod’e blessing, no 
iog sMI have my poor blood to hek : marry, 
Heaven fiirbid, amen * As for Ditton, after 
all hie courting and his compliment, he stole 
away ag BMimaa’s bnde, and took a French 


leave of me and his master ; but 1 valley not 
his going a fbiting, but 1 have had bioger 
on his account Mistress scoulded like mad , 
thof 1 have the comfit that all the family took 
my part, and even Mr Clinker pleaded for 
me on his bended knee , thof, God he knows, 
he had raisins enuflf to compkm , hot he’s a 
good sole, abounding with Christian meek>^ 
ness, and one day wul meet with his reward 
And now, dear Maiy, wo have got to llad- 
dingborough, among the Scots, who aie civil 
enuffl for our money, thof I don’t speak their 
lingo But they should not go for to impose 
upon foreigners , for the bills on their houses 
say, they have different eahemeuts to let, 
and behold there is nurra gealm in the whole 
kingdom, nor any tbiiik for pore scivantsi 
but a barrel with a pair of tongs thrown 
acrobs, and all the chqirs in the family arc 
emptied into this here barrel once a.day, 
and at ten o’clock at night the whole cargo 
IS flung out at a back windore that looks into 
some street or lane, and the maid calls gardy 
loo to the passengers, ;Which signifies, Lotd 
have merry upon you ! and this is done every 
night in every house in Haddingborough , so 
you may guess, Mary Jones, what a sweet 
savour comes from such a number of pro- 
fuming pans But they say it is whole<>orn( , 
and truly I believe it is, for being m the 
vapours, and thinking of Is^abcl and Mr 
Clinker, I was going into a fit of at»tenUib, 
when tins htF, savuig your pie^eiue, took 
me by the nose so povverfull), that I sneexed 
three times, and found myb^lf wonderfully 
refreshed , and Ibis to be sure as the ruisin 
why theie are no fits in Haddiiigboruugh 
1 was likewise made behove that there was 


nothing to be had but oatmeal and eerps' 
heads , but if I hadn’t been a fool, I mought 
have known there could be no heads wilboiit 
karcasses This very blessed day I dined 
upon a delicate leg of Velbh mutton and cully 
flower , and as for the oatmeal, I leave that 
to the servants of the country, which arc 
pore drudges, many of them without shoes 
or stockings. Mr Clinker tolls me here is 
a gieat call of the gospel , but I wish, 1 wish 
some of the family be not fallen off from tlt*e^ 
nte vvayr O, if I was giving to tail.baring,‘ 
1 have my own secrets to discover There 
has been a deal of hugghng and flurtatiou 
betwixt nuHtrcBs and an ould Scots officer 
called Kibuiycago. He looks for all the orld 
like the scarecrow that our gardner set up 
to fnte away the sparrows , und what will 
come of It the Lord nows , but come what 
wdl, It shall never be said that 1 mentioned 

a syllabub of the matter Remember me 

kindly to Saul and the kitten — 1 hope they 
got the hom-itbuck, and Will put it to a good 
yuse, which is the constant prayer of, dear 
MoUy, your loving fhend, 

WIN. JENKINS 
Addtnghorough, July 18 
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^ fbr the natives of 

'IkiBiitWaTItiirFmwifBAJtVV oslw?« nevifrnidntion out countijrjm with 
^ " Ci0i4.V^Gi(^ ions of regard. NovortndbMt thl^ Ap, ftr 

from being semle imitatois of oar^i^eB 
^ ' Dkah i loi^ger and fashionable vtces^ All thehr oCMUM jumi 

< «t£din]mr^^lohqj[lbeeh|m|fedmtoadown<> reg:iiIaiton8 of jmUie and private hooi^]r> 
'r»^t CiUmman^ Hy uncle observes, that of bosmess and diversion, are in thoiif^A, , 
. I iiave ^afread^ acqoired^'aoniething of the style, lljaa remarhaWy pwidomitmtes 
country accent ^ people hone are so so- looks, thel^ dress dnd manner,, tbeir wilib^ 
ctsi and attentive in their ciniities to stran^ end pv^^iufriCtr cookery Onr squire d^ 
gets, that I am msensxldy sucked ut^the darmi/.tJuit no kpows not another 
channel of their manners and customs, a!- upon earth so strongly marked with a lia^' 
though th<^ arc m fact much more different tiopal character Now wp are upon the'; 
from ours than you cai^nnagirie That di£> aiticle of cookecy, 1 tnai»t owmaotne of thmj^ 
ference, however, which struck me very dishes arc savoury, and evhn 4^cate , but 
much at my drst arrival, I now bardiy per- am not yet Scotchman enough to relish their 
roive, and my oar is perfectly roemtciled'' to singed sheep^a Itead and haggbi, Whi<di were 
the Sccftch accent, which I lind even ngree- provided, at our request^ ' one Aay as Mr 
able in the mouth of a pretty woman It is Miicbetson's,^ whm^ we dined, ^jthe first put 
a sort of Doric dialect, which gives an idea me m mind of the history of ^ongo, m which 
ot amiable simplicity You cannot imagine I had read of n^^roes^ headp^sold publicly in 
how we have been caressed and feasted m the markets,^ the last, being aniess^ minced 
llie good town qf Edinburgh, of w^hich we lights, hvers, soot, oatmei3ioinidos,'and|>ep. ‘ 
are beconip free denizens and gUild.brothers, per, inclosed in a sheep*s stomadb, bad a 
by the special favour of the magistracy, very sudden nffbet upoii mmeiknnd the ddi'* 

* 1 had a whuttSical commission from Bath, cate Mrs Tabby clianged colour , when the 

to a citizen of this metropolis Qinn, un- cause ot our disgust was lostantaneoiisiy re- 
derstanding our intention to visit Edinburgh^ moved at the nod of our entertamer The 

r illed out a guinea, and desired the fkvour Scotch in general are attached to this com* 
would drmk it at a tavern, with a porticu- position, With a suit of ngtional fondness, ^ 
lar friend and bottle companion of his, one well as to tltelr oatmew bread ; which is^ 
Mr Hr— C-— , a lawyer of this city, I presented at every table, in thin tnan^lar" 
charged myself witli the commissiop, and cakes, baked upon a plate of iron, calted a 
/^aking the guinea,-^** You see,*’ said I, I mrdle , and these many of the natives, even 
have pocketed your bounty *’ “Yes,** re- in the highest ranks of hfe, prefer to wrheaten 

plied Quin, laughing, “ and a lieadaCh mto bread, WlnCh they have here in perfection 
the bMgain, if you drmk fair ” f made use You know we used to vex poor Murray of 
of this introduction to Mr C— — , who re- Baliol college, by asking, if there was really no 
reived me with open arms, and gave me tlir fVuit but turnips m Scotland * Sh]P^ Enough, 
rendezvous, according to the cartel He I have seen turnips niako their appearance, 
had provided a company of jolly ihJlows, not os a dessert, but by way of &ors if oiMt res# 
among whom I found wysejf extremely bap- or whots, as nidishes ore served 'up betwixt 

py , and did Mr C and Qmn aji the more substantial dishes in Franco and Italy , 

justice in my power , but, alas ’ I was no hot it must be observed, tlwit the turnips of 
more than a tyro among a troop of veterans, thw country are os much dupemr^ni sweet- 
who had compassion upon my youth, and ness, delicacy and flavour, to thoa« of Bng- 
couvoyed me home m the monamg, by what loiid, as a musk-melon m to th^ stock of a 
means I know not *<11110 w4ea*^ mistaken, coMmon cabbage They are email and coni- 
kowever, os to the hea&sh ; the claret was cal, of a yellowish cQlourt^ with ,a very thm 
too good ta treat me ad'ii'ou^ily;! ' ^skm ; and, ovdr and abovo theiriagreeable 

winlo Mr Bmtnble holds conmrenoos with taste, are valuable fiir ihew anijiscorbutic 
the graver Jiterat^. 6f the place, and our fe■^ Quality ^ As to the fruit frowlnpetson, such 
males aru enfeiitmned at visits by ihe Scotch as ckferriee, gooseberri^ and cnryAtits, them 
ladiea^who are the best and kmdeet^reatures is no want ot them at Bdinburm^^and m the 
upon eanh#l pass, wy time anmng the bucks gardens of some gettticaiem wpa^hva m this 
of Edinburgh, who, with « great share of neighbourhood, there is now a veiy fevour- 
Bpirits and vivacity, have a eestMn ahrawd- able appoamnee of apneotp^ pisaches, nee- 
ness and self-command that is not Often found tartnes, and even gtapes^ nay, 1 have aeon 
.among their neighbours in tlie hey-day of a very fine ^how rf pjne-oppaes within 
youth and exultation Not a IttOtescapea miles of this 4Q«tnD]^s. Indeed, wc haie 
a SoDtehman that can he interpreted j(»jp n a reason to ISiiiwrpirhwd jft these particolars, 
ofihnee by any individual of the oompebyii* when we cowlsr lfiW%t^4ifihreiioe there 
^ and national reflections are ne«vfer nea^ is, m &a, beti^xt thw dimate and that of 
In this MVticuiar, I nmst own, Weare^JwaSi Ljodon > . , 

unjust and ungratefid to the Scotch » m All rgms^thble places in the city and 
far as 1 am able to judge, they have a r^l its avenues, tor ten miles around, ae have 
5 U* 80 
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vi 0 ilsed,mticfa to out sati^actioo lo theoaop 
fiTe some royal apartments, where lihe 
iovereimi occasionally resided , and here are 
earefh^ preserved the regalia of the luhg^ 
dom, consisting of a crown, said tp be ^ 
great value , a ecentre, and aeword of state, 
adorned with ^wels Of these svmbole of 
sovereignty, the people are exceeamgly jea^ 
Ions A report being spread, during the 
sitting of the union parliament, that thev 
were removed to liondon^ such a tumult 
aroeoi that the lord rommissioner would have 
been torn in pieces^ if he had not produced 
them for the satisfoction of the populace 
The palace df Holyrood-house is an ele. 
gant piece of architecture, but sunk m an 
obeenre, and, as 1 take it, unwholesome hot- 
tom* where one would imagine il had been 
placed on purpose to be concealed The 
apartments are lofty, but unfumisbed , and 
as for the pictures of the Scottish kings, 
from Fergus I to King William, they are 
paltry daubingb, mostly by the same hand, 
painted either from the imagination, or por- 
tcis hired to sit for the purpose All the di- 
versions of London we en)oy at Edinburgh 
1 n a bmal 1 compass Here is a well-conducted 
r oncert, in winch several gentlemen perform 
on diHerent instruments The Scotch arc all 
rinisictans Ever^^man you meet plays on 
the flute, the violin, or viobncello , and 
there is one nobleman whose compositions 
arc universally admired Our company of 
actors 18 vrry tolerable , and a subscription 
IS now on foot fur building a new tlieitrc , 
but their ossemblus please me above dll 
oLh( r public exhibitions 
We have been at the hunters’ ball, where 
1 was really astonished to see such a number 
of fine women The English who have 
never crossed iho Tweed, imagmc erroneous- 
ly that the Scotch ladies are not remarka- 
ble for personal attractions , but 1 can declare 
u ith a sate conscience I never saw so many 
handsome fbinales together as wero assem- 
bled on this t»ccabion At the Leith races, 
the best company comes hither flom the re- 
moter provinces , so that, I suppose, we had 
all the beauty of the kingdom concentrated 
as it were into one focus , which was indeed 
so vehement, tlmt my heait could hardly re- 
sist Its povier BeUecn friends, it has sus- 
tained some damage from the bright epcs of 
the charming Miss Rr— n, whom I had 
the honour to dance with at the ball The 
Optmtess of Melville attracted all 03 es, and 
this ^miration of all piesent She was ac- 
ooa^jfHiuiled by the agrcoablc Mias Gneve^ 
whb fuade many conquests , nor did my Uls- 
ter %iddy pass unnoticed in tlie assembly 
become a toa^t at Edinburgh, by the 
lAimbik of the jFwr Cambrtan, and has al- 
Wijk twen die occasion of much wme^ed , 
Mt poor girl Oiet with an accident at 
tho ^ Whttil has gnen os great disturb 
U)0«. 


A young genUeman, the express image 
df that rascal Wilson, went up to ask her to 
dance a minuet , and his sudden wpear- 
ance shocked her so much, that she tinted 
away I call Wilson a rascal, because if he 
had been really a gentleman, with honoura- 
ble intentions, he would have ere now ap- 
peared in hiB own character I must own, 
my bipod boils with indignation when 1 think 
of that fellow’s presumption, and Heaven 
confound me if I don’t-^ut I won’t be so 
womanish as to rail — ^time will perhaps fur- 
nish occasion — ^thank God * the cause of 
Liddy's disorder rpmains a secret The 
lady-directress of the ball, thinking she was 
overcome by the heat of the place, had her 
conveyed to another room, where she soon re- 
r'overed so well as to return and join in the 
country-dances, in which the Scotch lasses 
acquic themselves with such spirit and agil- 
ity, as put their partners to the height of 
their mettle 1 believe our aunt, Mrs Tabi- 
tha, had entertained hopes of being able to 
do some execution among the cavaliers at 
this assembly She had roen several days 
m consultation with milliners and mantua- 
makerb, preparing for the occasion, at which 
she Qiade her appearance m a tull suit of da- 
mask, so thick and heavy, that the sight of 
It alone, at tli s season of the ye ir, vv as suf- 
ficient to draw drops of sweat from any man 
of ordinary imaginition She danced one 
mmuot witii our mend Mr Mitclielson, who 
1 favoured her so far, 111 the spirit of hovpital- 
I ity and politeness , and she was called out 
a second time by tin young laird of Balma- 
i whapple, who, (oming in by accident, could 
not readily find any other p irtner , bdt as the 
first was a married man, and the second paid 
no particular homage to her chiirmfs, which 
were also overlooked by the lest of the com- 
pany, she became dissatisfied and censonou 
At supper, she observed tint the Siotch 
gentlemen madeaver> good figure, when 
they were a little improved by travelling, 
and, therefore, it was pity tliey did not all 
take the benefit of going abroad She said 
the women were awkward, mascoline crea- 
tures , that, in dancing, they lifted thoir legs 
bke so many colts , that they had no idea o* 
graceful motion, and put on their clothes ih 
a frightful manner , bnt if the truth must be 
told. Tabby herself was the most ridiculous 
Bgure, and the worbt dressed, of the whole 
assembly The neglect of tho male sex ren- 
dered her malcontent and peevish , she now 
found fault with eveiy thing at Edinburgh, 
and teared her brother to leave the p'act, 
when she was suddenly reconciled to it on a 
religious consideration There is a boct of* 
fanatics, who have separated thtmoclves 
from the established ktrkf under the n*im ^ of 
secedors They acknowledge no earthly 
head of tho church, reject lay patronage, 

, and mauitam the inethodist doctrines of tne 
inew birth, the new light, the efficacy of 
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gttiXiB, the iDBiifficiejtcf of worksj and the 
opetationa of the spiriij^ Mra T^tha« 
tended bv Humphry Clmker, was introduced 
to one of their conventicles^ where they both 
received much edification ; and she has had 
the good fortune to become acquainted with 
a pious ChnsUani called Mr M!ofiat, who is 
very powerful in prayer, and often assists 
her in pnvate exercises of devotion 
I never saw snch a concourse of genteel 
company at any races m England as apqpar- 
ed on the course of Leith Hard by» m the 
fields called the Links, the citizens of Edin- 
burgh divert themselves at a game cdlod 
golC m which they use a curious kind of 
bats tipt with horn, and small elastic lalls of 
leather, stufibd with feathers, rather less 
than tennis-balls, but of a much harder con- 
sistence This they strike with such force 
and dexterity from one hole to another, that 
they will fiy to an incredible distance Of 
tins diversion the Scotch arc so fond, that, 
when the weather will permit, you may see 
a multitude of all ranks, from the senator of 
justice to the lowest tradesman, mingled to- 
gether m their shirts, and following the balls 
with the utmost eagerness Among others, 

I was shown one particular set of golfers, 
the youngest of whom was turned of four- 
score They were aU gentlemen of inde- 
pendent fortunes, who had amused them- 
sehes with this pastime for the best part of 
a centurv, without having ever felt the least 
alarm from sickness or disgust , ana they 
never went to bed without having each the 
best part of a gallon of claret m his belly 
Such uninterrupted exercise, to-operating j 
with the keen air from the sea, must, without I 
all doubt, keep Uic appetite always on edge, 
and steel the constitution against all the 
common attacks of dibtemper 
The Leith races gave occasion to another 
entertainment of a very singular nature 
There is at Edinburgh a society or corpora- 
tion of errand-boys called cadtesy who ply in 
the streets at night with paper lanterns, and 
are \e]y serviceable in carrying messages 
These Mows, though shabby in tlieir appear- 
ance, and rudely fhmiliar in iheir addres<^, 
are wonderfully acute, and so noted for fidel- 
ity, that there is no instance of a cadie’s 
having betrayed his trust Such is their in- 
telligence, that they know not only evoiy in- 
dividual of the place, hut also every stranger, 
by the time he has been four-and-twenty 
hours m Edinburgh, and no transaction, 
even the most private, can escape their no- 
tice They are particularly famous for their 
dexterity iri executing one of the functions 
•of .Mercury, though, for my own part, I 
never employed them in tliis department of 
business lud F occasion for any service 
of this nature, my own man, Arcny JT-Al- 
pine, IS as well qualified as e'er a cadie in 
E^bburgh , and I am much mistaken if he 
has not been heretofore of their fraternity 


Be that as it may, they mdeed to give a 
dinner and a ball at Leith, to which they 
formally invited all the youn^ W^dilemen um 
gentlemen that were at the laoes ; end this 
invitation was reinforced by an assurance, 
that all the celebrated lames of pleasure 
would grace the entertainment with their 
company I received a card on his occasion, 
and went thither with half a dozen of my ac- 
quaintance In a large hall, the cloth was 
laid on a long range of tables joined to- 
gether, and here the company seated them- 
selves, to the number of about fourscore* 
lofds and lairds, and other gentlemen, court- 
ezans and cadios, mmgled together, as the 
slaves and their masters were in the time of 
the Saturnalia m ancient Rome The toast- 
master, who sat at the upper end, was one 
Cadie Fraser, a veteran pimp, distinguished 
for his humour and sagacity, well known 
and much respected in his profession by all 
the guests, male and female, that were here 
assembled lie bad bespoke the dinner and 
the wine he had taken care that all his 
brethren should appear m decent apparel and 
clean linen , and he himself wore a penwig 
with three tails, in honour of the festival i 
assure you the banquet was both elegant and 

E lcntiful, and seasoned with a thousand sal- 
es, that promoted a general spirit of mirth 
and good humour After the dessert, Mr 
Fraser proposed the following toasts, which 
I don’t pretend to explain “ The best m 
Christendom”— “ Gibb’s contract” — “ The 
beggar’s benmson” — “King and k»rk”-— 
“ Great Britain and Ireland ” Then, filling 
a bumper, and turning to mer*-*' Mebter 
Maiford,” said he, “ may a’ unkmdness cease 
betwixt John Bull and his sister Moggy ” 
The next person he singled gut was a noble- 
man who had been long abroad “ Ma lord,” 
cned Fraser, “ here is a bumper to a’ those 
noblemen who have virtue enough to spend 
their rents in their am coontray ” He after- 
wards addressed himself to a member of par- 
liament in these words . “ Mester, I’m sure 
yell lia’ nae objection to my dnnking— Dis- 
grace and dool to ilka Boot that sells nis ( oii- 
science and his vote” He discharged a 
third sarcasm at a person very gaily dressed, 
who had risen from small winnings, and 
made a considerable fortune at play Filling 
his g]pss* and colling him by name,— “ Lang 
life,” said be, “ to the wyiie loon that gangs 
a-held with a loom poke at his lunz&e, and 
comes home with a sackfu* o* siller.’* All 
tiicse toasts being received with loud bursts 
of applause, Mr Fraser called for pint glasses, 
and filled his own to iJie bnm tlien stand- 
ing up, andaU his brethren Mowing his ex- 
ample,— “Ma lords and geYitlemen,” cried 
he, “ here is a cup of thanks for the great 
and tindeserved hbhour you have done your 
poor eiTand4Km this day ” Bo raying, he 
and ^Jiey drank off their glasses in a trice, 
and, quitting their seats, took thci| station, 
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eaohlieliukd one of ihc other gueste, exclaim- 
inff-^««NDo weVe your honours’ cadies 
again/* 

^he nobleman who had homo the first brunt 
of IMr Fraser’s satire, objected to his abdica- 
tion He sold, as the company wag assem- 
bled by mvilation from the cadies, he ex- 
poctod they were to be entertained at their 
expense ‘<By no means, my lord,” cned 
Fraser , ” I wad na be guilty of sic presump- 
tion for the wido warJd I never affronted 
a gentleman since 1 was born , and sure, at 
this age, I wonnot ofibr an incliginty to sic 
an honourable convention/’ ” Well,” said 
hiB lordship, ” as you have expended some 
wit, you have a right to save your money 
You have given me good i ouii&el, and I take 
It in gooa part As you Jiave loluntarily 
quittea your seat, I will take your place,, 
with the leave of the good company, and 
think myself happy to be hailed, Father of 
the Feoht ” He was forthwith elected mlo 
the chair, and complimented in a bumpdr on 
Ills new ehaiacte’* 

The claret continued to circulate without 
interruption, till the glasses seemed to dance 
upon the table, and this, perhaps, was a 
hint to the ladios to call for music At eight 
in the evening the boll began in another 
apartment , at midnight we went to supper , 
but It was broad day before 1 found the way 
to my lodgings , and, no doubt, his lordship 
had a swinging bill to discharge 

In short, I hav€» li\ed so riotously for some 
weeks, that my uncle begiop to be alarmed 
on the score of my constitution, and very 
senoubly observes, that all hib own infirmi> 
ties an* owing to but h cxccbbcb indulgc*d in 
his youth Mrs Tabitha says it would be 
raoro for the advantage of my Soul as well 
as body, if, instead of fi'equotiting those 
scones of debauchery, I would accompany 
Mr Moffat and her to hear a sermon of the 
Reverend Mr M’Coikeudalo Clinker often 


exhorts mo, with a groan, to lake care of my 
precious health , and even Archy M* Alpine, 
when he happens to be overtaken (which is 
ottener tlie case than 1 could wisli), reads 
me a long lecture upon temperance and so- 
bnety , and i^^ so lery wii»e and sententious, 
that, il I could provide him with a professor’s 
chair, 1 would w illingly give up the benefit 
of his admonitions and service together^ for 
1 Was tutor tick at alma mater 

I am not, however, so much engrossed by 
the gaieties ol Edinburgh, but that I find 
itime to make parties in the family way Wo 
havf not only seen all the vilJas and viUagee 
within ten miles of the capital, but we have 
afeo crossed the Frith, which is an arm of 
Wm qoa seven miles bioad, that divides Lo- 
Rflln fiw the shire, or, as thi» Sc otch call it, 
fAe of Fife There is a number 

of open sea-boats that ply on this pass- 
ago mm Leith to Kinghom, which is a 
boTodgJh ^n the other side In one of these 


our whole family embarked thifee days a^, 
excepting my sister, who, being exceeding 
tearfiil of the water, was left to the carfe of 
Idxs Mitchelson We had an easy and quick 
passage into Fife, where We visited a num- 
ber of poor towns on the sea-side, mduding 
St Andrews, which is the skeleton of a vene- 
rable city , but we were much better pleased 
with some noble and elegant seats and cas- 
tles, of which there is a great number m that 
part of* Scotland Yesterday we took boat 
again on our return to liCith, with a fair 
wind and agreeable weather but we had 
not advanced halt wa'v, when the sky was 
suddenly overcast, and the wind changing, 
blew directly in our teeth , so that wo were 
obliged to turn, or tack, the rest of the way 
In a word, the gale increased to a storm of 
wind and rain, attended with such a fog, 
that we could not see the town of Leith, to 
which we wpie bound, nor even the castle 
of Edinburgh, iiotwitlii^tanding its high situa- 
tion It IS not to be doubted but that we 
were ail alarmed on this occasion And, at 
the same time, most of the passengers weie- 
sewed with a nausea that produced violent 
rotclungs My aunt desired her brother to 
order the boatmen to put back to Kinghorn, 
and this expedient he actually proposed , but 
they ossuied him there was no danger Mrs 
Tabitha, finding them obstinate, began to 
scold, and insisted upon my unde’s eveihng 
his authority as a ]ustire of the peace Sick 
and peevish os he was, he could not help 
laughing at this wise proposal, telling her, 
that his commission did not extend so far , 
and, if it (lid, he should let the people take 
Iheir own way , for lie thought it would he 
great presumption in him to direct tliciii m 
the oxen ise of their own profession Mrc 
Winifred Jenkins mode a general ticaraiue, 
with the assistance of Mr Humphry ('linker, 
who joined her both in prayer and eiacula- 
tion As ho took it foi* granted that we 
should not be long in tins w orld, Im offered 
some spiritual consolation to Mrs Tabitha, 
who rejected it with great disgust, bidding 
him keep his sermons for those who had 
leisure to hear such nonsense My unde 
sal, recollected m himself, w ithouf speaking , 
my mail Archy had recourse to a brandy bot- 
tle, with which he made so free, that 1 ima- 
gined he had sworn to die of dunking any 
thing rather than sea-water , but the brandy 
had no more 9 ffef t upon him in the way of in- 
toxication, than if it bad been sea-water in 
good earnest As fur myself, ( was too 
much engrossed by the sickness at my sto- 
mach to think of any thing else Mean- 
while the sea swelled mountains high , the * 
boat pitched with such violence, as if it had 
heel? goings to pieces , the cordage rattled, 
the wind roared, the lightning flashed, the 
thunder bellowed, and the ram desrended in 
a deluge Every time the vessel was put 
about, we shipped a soa that drenched us all 
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to the skia When, by dint of turning, we 
thought to have cleared the pier-heod, we 
were driven to leeward, and then tlie boat- 
men themselves ^gan to tbar that the tide 
would hill before wc would fetch up our lee- 
way the next tnp, however, brou^it us into 
smooth water, and we were safely landed on 
the quay about one o’clock in the afternoon 

To be sure,” cned Tabby, when she found 
herself on terra Jirma, ** we must ay have 
perished, if wc had not been the particular 
care of Providence ” “ Yes,” replied my 
uncle, “ but T am much of the honest High- 
lander’s mind after he had made such a 
passage as this, his friepd told hiiu be was 
much indebted to Providence ” “ Certainly,” 
said Donald, **but, by iiiy saul, mon, I’se 
ne’er trouble Providence again, so long as 
the bug of Stirling stands ” You must know, 
the brig, or bridge of Stirling, stands above 
twenty miles up tlie river Forth, <»f which I 
tins IS the outlet I don’t find tliat our 
squire has suffered in his health from this 
advoutiire , but poor Liddy is m a peaking 
way Pm afraid this unfortunate girl is un- 
f a&tv in h(‘r mmd , and this apprehension 
distracts me, for she ih really an amiable 
crentnre 

We shall sot out to morrow, or next day, 
for {Stirling and Glasgow and we propose 
to penetrate a little way into the Highlands, 
b( loio wo turn our course to the suutliward 
In the nicdii tunc, coinniend me to all our 
Iritiuls round Carfax, and believe me to be 
ever yours^ J MELFORD 

FMiiihurf^h, August H 


To Dr Lewis 

1 should be very ungrateful, dear Lewis, if 
I did not find mysell disposed to think and 
cjieak favourably of tlu*' people, among whom 
I have mot with more kmdneso, ho^pltdilty, 
and rational entertainment, in n few weeks, 
than ever 1 received in any other country 
during the whole course of my life Perlidps 
.the gratitude exuted by these benefits ma> 
luteifere with the impartiality of inv re- 
marks , for a man is as apt to lie prepossess- 
ed by particular favours, as to be iirejiidiccJ 
by private motives of disgust If I am par- 
tial, there 18 at least some merit in my con- 
version from illiberal prejudices, which haJ 
grown up with m> constitution 

The fust impression which an Englishman 
receives in ties country, will not contribute 
to the removol of Ins prejudices, because he 
refers every thing he sues to a comparison 
with the same urticica in Lis own country , 
and this comparison is unfavourable to Scot- 
land m ah Its exteriors , such as the face ot 
the country, in respect to cultivation, the 
npfiearance ot the bulk of the people, and 
the language of conversation in general* 1 
am not so far convinced by Mr lasmabago’s 
80* 


arguments, but that 1 think the Scotch would 
do well, for their own sakes, to adopt the 
English idioms and pronunciation , those of 
them especially who are resolved to push 
their fortunes in South Britain I know, by 
experience, how easily an Englishman is in- 
fluenced by tlie ear, and how apt he is to 
laugh, when he iiears his own language 
spoken with a foreign or provincial accent 
1 have known a member of tlie hou*4e of com- 
mons speak with great energy and precision, 
without being able to engage attention , be- 
cause his observations were made in the 
Scotch dialect, which (no offence to Lieu- 
tenant Lismahago) certainly gives a clown- 
ish air even to sentiments of the greatest 
dignity and decorum I have declared my 
opinion on this head to some of the most 
sensible men of tins country, observing, at 
the some time, that if tliey would employ a 
few nativ es of England to teach tlie pronun- 
ciation of our vernacular tongue, in twenty 
years there would be no difference, in point 
ot dialed, between the youth of Edinburgh 
and of London 

The civil regulations of this kingdom and 
metropolis are taken from very different 
models from those of England, excepting in 
d few particular establishments, the neces- 
sary consequences of the union Their col- 
lege of justice is a bench ot great dignity, 
filUd with ludges of character and ability I 
have beard bome causes tried before this 
venerable tribunal , and was very inurli 
plf ased with the pleadings o{ their advocatoh, 
w ho are by no meaiib deficient either in a»*gu- 
meiit or elocution The Scottish legihlation 
is f lunded, in a great measure, on the civil 
law conacqnentlv , thcir proceedings varj 
fiom those ot the English tribunals, but/l 
think, they have the advantage of us in their 
method of examining witnesses apart, and 
in the constitution of their jury , by which 
tlit 7 certainly avoid the evil which I men- 
tioned 111 my last from Lismabago’s obser- 
vation 

The iiniverbity of Edinburgh is supplied 
with excf Went piotessors m all the sciences , 
and the medical school, in particular, is fa- 
mous all over Europe The students of this 
art have the best opportunity of learning if 
to perfection, in all its branches, as then* 
ore difierent courses for the theory of medi^ 
cine, and the pracUce of medicine, for 
anafomy, chemutry, botany, and tho mate- 
riH mednea, over and above those of mothc^ 
rhatics and experimental phtfo>iophy , and 
all these are given by men of dislm^ishod 
talents. What renders this part of educa- 
tion still more complete, is the advantage of 
attending the inOrmary, which is the best in- 
stituted charitable foundation tJiat 1 ever 
knew Now vve are talking of chanties, 
hero are several hospitals, exceedingly well 
endowed, and maintained under admirable 
regulations , and these are not only usefld. 
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oiXK&mental to the city A0i0iig these, i 
shall only mention tlie general workhouse, in 
whiph ail the poor, not otherwise provided 
for, are employed, according to Ibeir differ- 
ent abdities, with such jud^ent md effect, 
that they nearly raaantam themselves by their 
labour, and there is not a beggar to be seen 
within the precincts of this metropolis. It 
was Glasgow that set the example of this 
establishment* about thirty years ago. Even 
tlie kirk of Scotland, so long reproached 
wiitb fanaticism and canting, abounds at pre- 
sent wiUi mtnlsters celebrated IRir their learn<> 
mg, and yc*|)ectable fbr their moderation 
1 have hoard their sermons with equal as- 
tonishment iind pleasure The good people 
of Edinburgh no longer thiiiJi. dirt and cob- 
webs essential to the house of God Some 
of thqw churches have admitted such orna- 
ments <118 would have excited sedition, even 
m England, a little more than a century ago , 
and psalmody is here practised and taught 
by a professor from the cathedral of Durham 
J should not be suprised, in a few yeois, to 
hear it accompanied with an organ 
Edinburgh is a hot-bed of genius I have 

had the good fortune to be made acquainted 
with many authors of the first distinction , 
such as the two Humes, Robertson, Smith, 
Wallace, Blair, Ferguson, Wilkie, &c and 
I have found them all as agreeable in con- 
versation, as they are iristriulivo and enter, 
taming in their writings These acquami- 
ances 1 owe to the friendship of Dr Carlyle, 
who wants nothing but inclination to figure 
with the rest upon paper Tho magistracy 
of Edinburgli is changed every ^ear by elec- 
tion, and seems to be very Well adapted both 
for state and authonty The lord provost 
IB equal in dignity to the lord mayor of Lon- 
don % and the four bathes are equivalent to 
the rank of aldermen There is a dean of 
guilds who takes cognizance of mercantile 
affairs , a treasurer, a town clerk , and the 
council IS composed of deacons, one of whom 
IS returned every year in rotation, as repre- 
sentative of every company of artificers or 
handicraftsmen Though this city, from the 
nature of its situation, can never be made 
either very convenient or very cleanly, it 
baa, nevertheless, an air of magnificence 
; tkat commands respect The caetle is an 
mstanoe of the sublime in bito and ar<Su- 
tenture Its fortifications are kept in good 
Cinder, m^d there is always in it a garrisfin 
i ^ regular soldiers, which is relieved every 
*'*‘‘‘yoaif','hut it IS incapable qf sustaining a siege 
Jbamed pU' according to the modem opera- 
% Ifagw war. The Castle-hill, winch ettends 
outward gate to the upper <‘rid <if 
^li 0 ^Hijrb^fitrcet, is used as a public w^k 
for the citizens, and commands a prospect, 
cqua^ extensive and delightful, over the 
county iff Fife,, on the other side of the Pnth, 
and 4 ^ theaea^eoast, which ts covered 
With a siiedbwfeit of towns, that would seem 


to indicate a considerable share of cotn-^/ 
merce , but if the truth most be told, these 
towns have been falling to decay ever since 
^he union, by which the Scotch were in a 
great measure deprived of their trade with 
France. The palace of Holyroodhouse is a 
}pwel IB architecture, thrust into a hollow 
where at cannot be seen , a situation which 
was certainly not chosen by the ingenious 
architect, wno must have been confined to 
the Site of the old palace, which was a con- 
vent Edinburgh le considerably extended 
on tliG south side, where there are divers 
little elegant 'squares, built in the English 
manner , and the citizens have planned some 
improvements on the north, which, when put 
in cxe( ution, will add greatly to the beauty 
and convenience of this capital 

The sea-port is Leith, a flourishing town, 
about a mile from the city, in the barboiii 
of which I hav-e soen above one hundred 
ships lying all together You must know I 
had the cariosity to cross the Frith in a 
passage-boat, aim staid two days in Fife, 
which .IS remarkably fruitful id corn, and 
exhibits a supnsing number of fine seats, 
elegantly built, and magnificently furnibbed 
There is an incredible number of noble bou- 
ses in every part of Scotland that I have 
seen — ^Dalkeith, Pinkie, Yoster, and Lord 
Hopetoun’s, all of them within lour or five 
miles of Edinburgh, are princely pahci s, iii 
cver>' one of which a sovereign might reside 
at hib ease 1 suppose the Scotch affect 
tfiesc monurneatb of grandeur It I in.iy he 
allowed to rmngle censure with inv remarks 
upon a people 1 revere, I must observe, that 
their weak side seems to be vanity J am 
afraid that even their hospitality is not quite 
free of ostentation I think I hav e discov ered 
among them uncommon pains taken to dis- 
play their fire linen, of which indeed they 
hav e great plenty, their furniture, plate, house- 
keeping, and variety of wines, in w Inch article , 
it must be owned, they are profuse, it not pro- 
digal A burgher ot Edinburgh, not content 
to vie with a citizen of London who has ten 
times his fortune, must excel him in the ex- 
pense as well a^ the elegance of Ins enter- 
tainments 

Though the villas of the Scotch nobility 
and gentry have generally an air of grandeur 
afid stote, I think their gardens and }mtks 
are not comparable to those of England , a 
circurostaucfc the more remarkable, as I was 
told by the ingenious Mr Philip Mrilei ot 
Chelsea, that almost all the garderters of 
South Britain were natives of Scotland Tho 
verdure of this country is not equal to that 
of England The pTeasure-grounds are, in 
my opinion, not so well laid out according 
to the gentm loot ; nor are the lawns, and 
walks, and hedges, kOpt in such delicate 
order. The trees are planted in prudish 
rows, which have not such an agreeidile na- 
tural effect, as when they are thrown into 
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iniBgular group9, with mterveniiy glMes ; and 
the firs, which they generallv raiee around 
, their houses, look dull and &iereal in the 
summer sesson 1 must confess^ indeed, that 
they yield serviceable tnuher, and good shel- 
ter against the northern blasts, that they 
grow and thrive m the most barren soih end 
coDtinuallv perspire a fine balsam of turpen* 
tine, which most render the air Very salutary 
and sanative to lungs of a tender texture 

Tabby and I have been both frig^ten^ in 
our return by sea iVom the coast cf Fife 
She was afraid of drowning, and I of catch- 
ing cold, in consequence of being drenched 
with sea-water, but my fears, as well as 
her’s, have been happily disappointed She 
18 now in perfect health \ I wish 1 c^^uld say 
the same of Liddy Something uncommon 
IS the matter with that poor child , her colour 
fades, her appetite fails, and her spints flag 
She has become moping and melancholy, 
and IS often found in tears Her brother 
subpects internal uneasincbs on account of 
Wilson, and denounces vengeance against 
that adventurer She was, it seems, strangl}^ 
affected at the ball, by the sudden appear- 
ance of one Mr Gordon, who strongly resem- 
bles the said Wilson , but I am rather suspi- 
cious tliat she caught cold by being over- 
heated with dancing I have consulted Dr 
Grogorv, an eminent physician, of an amiable 
character, who advices the Highland air, and 
the use of goat-milk whey, which surely can- 
not have a Dad effect upon a patient who w^as 
born and bied among the mountains of Wale«.v 
The doctor*’s opinion is the more agreeable, 
as we shall find those remedies in the very 
place which I proposed as *^ho utmost extent 
of our expedition — I mean the bonlers of 
ArgjJl 

Air Smollett, one of the judges of the coih- 
misnary-court, which is now sitting, lias very 
kindly insisted upon our longing at )iis coun- 
try-house, on tho banks of I<och Lomond, 
about fourteen miles beyond Glasgow For 
this last city we shall set out m two davs, 
and take Stirling in our way, w ell provided 
vvitii recouimendationa from our fnends at 
Edinburgh, whom, I protest, I shall leave 
with much regret I am so far from thmking 
ir any hardship to live m this country, that, 
if 1 w'as obliged to lead a town-life, Edin- 
burgh would certainly be the head-quarters 
of yours always, ^ 

MATT BRAMBLE 
Edtnhurglh August B 


To SiE Watkin PHiLLirs, orJiBses 
CoiiLEGE, OxON. 

Dear Knight,— I am now n little short 
of the ulhma Thidct if this appellation pro^ 
perly belongs to the Orkneys or Hebndes 
These last aie now lying before me, to the 
amount of some hundreds, scattered up and 


down the Deucaledontan «isa« nfibrdiog the 
most picturesque and romantk prospect I 
ever beheld t wnte this hotter m a gentle- 
man’s house, near the town of Invera^yf 
which may be deemed the capital of the 
West Higfilands, famous for nothing so mnch 
is for the stately castle bogun ana actually 
covered m by the late duke of Argyll, at a 
prodigious expense Whether it will ev 0 ^ 
be completely finished ts a question 
But, to take things in order We left 
Edinburgh ten diys ago^^-and ^ the farther 
north we proceed, we find Mrs Tabitha Uie 
less manageable, so that her inclinations 
are not of the nature of the loadstone — they 
point not towards the pole What made 
her leave Edinburgh with reluctance at last, 
if we may believe her own assertions, was a 
dfepute which she ieft unfinished with Mr 
Afolfat, touching the eternity of hell torments 
That gentleman, as he amneed m yeari), 
began to he sceptical on this head, till at 
length he declared open war against the 
common acceptation of the word eternal 
He 18 now persuaded that eternal sigmUes 
no more than au mdednite number of years , 
and that the most enormous snmer may be 
quit foi mne mtllionh nine hundred thousand 
nine hundred and nmety-mne years of hell- 
fire , which term or period, as he very well 
observes, forms but an inconsiderable drop,, 
as it were, in the ocean of eternity For 
this mitigation lie contends, as a system 
agreeable to tiie ideas of goodness and mere\ 
which wc annex to the Supreme Being 
Our amit seemed willing to adopt this doc- 
trine in favour of the vvickcd but be hinted, 
tliat no person vvlmtcver was so righteous 
to lie cxempied entirely from punishment in 
a future btale , and that the most pious Chne- 
tian upon earth might think himself verj 
happy to get off for a fast of seven or eighi 
thousand years in the midst of fire and brim- 
stone Mrs Tabitha revolted at this dognn, 
which filled her at once with horror and in- 
dignation She had recourse to the opinion 
of Humphry Clinker, who roundly declared 
it was the popibli doctnne of purgatory, and 
quoted scripture in defence of the fife eve'^~ 
lusting pre^red for the d^vtl and hts an- 
gels Trie Reverend Mr Af’CofkOndale, and 
all t]|e theologists and saints of that persua- 
sion, were consulted, and some of them had 
doubts about the matter^ which doubts and 
scruples had begun to infect ohr aunt vvhei.. 
wc took our departure from Edinlmigh 
Wc passed througli Linlithgow, where 
there was im elegant royal palace* which is 
now gone to decayy^as well as the town 
itself Thk too is pretty much the case with 
Stirling, though it st^l boasts of a fine old 
castle, in which the kings of Scotland w^ere 
wont to reside in their minonty But Glas- 
gow is the pr{de of Scotland, and indeed it 
might very well pare fer an elegant and 
fiounshmg city in i^y part of Christendom. ' 
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we hiii4 the good fortune to be received 
mto the house of Mr Moore^ an eminent 
eurgeon, to whom we were recommended by 
one of our fnonds at Edinburgh , and truly 
he could not have done us more essential 
service Mr Moore is a meiry^fiicetious com- 
panion, sensible and shrewd, with a consi- 
derable fund of humour , and his wife an 
agreeable woman, well bred, kind and ob- 
liging Kindness, which 1 take to be the 
essence of good nature and humamty, is the 
distinguishing chaxactenstic of the Scotch 
ladies in their oWn countrv Our landlord 
bhowed us every thing, and introduced ub to 
all the world at Glasgow, where, through his 
recommendation, we were complimented with 
the freedom of the town (’onsidering the 
ti!ade and opulence of tius place, it cannot but 
abound with gaiety and diverbions Here 
IS a great number of young follows that rival 
the youth of the capital in spirit and cx- 
pence and 1 was soon convinced, that all 
the female beautieb of Scotland were not 
n^fsembled at the hunters’ ball in Edinburgh 
The town of Glasgow flourishes in learning, 
as well as 111 commerce Here is an uni- 
^crsily, with professors in all tlie different 
branches of science, liberally endowed, and 
judiciously chosen It was \acation t^me 
when 1 passed, so that I could not entirely 
satisfy my curiosity , but their mode of edu- 
cation IS certainly preferable to ours in some 
respects The students are not lefl to tJie 
private instruction of tutoih, but taught in 
pubhc schools or classes, each science by 
Its partic ular professor oi regent 

My uncle is in raptures with Glasgow 
lie not only visited all the maniilictories of 
thejilaco, but made excursions all round, to 
Hamilton, Paisley, Renfrew, and cvciy other 
place within a dozui imks, wheie there was 
any thing remarkable to bi n mart oi na- 
ture I bolievi the tvtu ISO occasioned by 
llesc jaunts was of service to my si<«tei 
Liddy, whose appetite and spirits begin to re- 
vive Mrs Tabith i displayed ht i attrai tions 
as usual, and actually believed she had entan- 
gled one Ml M’Clellaii, a iich inkle manufac- 
turer, m her snaies , but when matters came 
to an explanation, it appeared that his attach- 
ment was allogithf r spiritual, louiidcd upon 
iin intercom se of devotion at the moetinjjr of 
At John Wesley , who, in the < ourse ofTiis 
evangelical mission, had tome hither in per- 
son At Icu/Mi \N» el out foi the banks of 
Lo<^h Lomond, uusng ihiotigh the litUe 
borough of Dmnharlon, or (as my unclo 
WlU hiio rt) DunbiittoiH where tlore is a 
casllo luoro cuiious t lan any thing of the 
I hid evot seen It is hoi ouied with a 
^paiiieular description by the elegant Bu- 
chanan, as an drx tnejLpuqnubtlis , and, in- 
deed, it must have been impregnable by the 
ancient nMWwer of besieging It is a rock 
of coiuHderahle extent, using with a double 
top, in an angle formed by the of 


two rivers, the Clyde and the Leven, perpen- 
dicular and inaccessible on all sides, exce^ 
m one place, where the entrance is fortified , 
and there is no rising ground in the neigh- 
bourhood from whence it could be damaged 
by any kind of battery From Dumbarton the 
West Highlands appear in the form of huge 
dusky mountains, piled one over another, 
but this prospect is not at all surprising to a 
native of Glamorgan We have fixed our 
head-quarters at Cameron, a very neat coun- 
try-house, belonging to Commissary Smol- 
lett, where wq found evoiy sort of accommo- 
dation we could desire It is situated like a 
Druid’s temple, in a gro^e of oak, close by 
the side of Loch Lomond, which is a sur 
prising body of pure transparent water, ui 
fathomably deep in many places, six or seven 
miles broad, four-and-tweuty miles in length, 
displaying above twenty green islands, cover- 
ed with wood, some of them cultivated for 
com, and many of them stocked with red 
deer They belong to different gentlemen 
whose seats are scattered along the banks 
of the lake, which arc agreea^y romantic 
beyond all i onception My uncle and I had 
left the women at Cameron, as Mrs Tabitlia 
would by no me ans trust herself again upon 
the water, and, to c6mc hither it was necps- 
sary to cross a small inlet of the soa in au 
open ferry-boat TJiiS count ly ajipcars mort 
and moio wild and savage the farther we ad 
vanie , and the people aio as diffeicnt tiom 
the Lowland Scotch, in Ihtir looks, garb an 1 
language, as the mountainecis of Biecnock 
aie from the inhabit ints of Herefordshire 
When the Low landers want to drink a 
ehcti-nppiiig < up, they go to the piib ir 
house, called the chontre-house, and call f 
a copin of twopenny, wliieh is a thin yeasty 
bevel age, mailt of malt, not quite so stioiy 
ds 1 he table-bei r ol England This is brought 
m a pcwtei stoup, shaped hie a skittle. 
fVom whence it is emptied into a quail, tlut 
IS, a curious cup made of different pn ci s of 
v^rood, Luch as box and ebonv, cut into littlv 
staves, joined alternately, and secured with 
delicate hoops, having two ears or handles 
It holds about a gdl, is sometimes tipt round 
the mouth with silver, and has a plate of thf 
same metal at the bottom, with the landlord s 
cypher engiaved The Highlanders, on the 
contranr, despise this liquor, and regale 
themselves with whisky, a malt spirit, as 
strong Sb geneva, which they swallow in 
great quantities, without any signs of iiu- 
bnation They aie used l6 it from then 
cradle, and find it an excellent preservative 
against tlie winter cold, which must be ex- 
treme on these mountains I am told that it 
is given with great success to infants, as a 
cordial, in the confluent smallpox, when tiie 
eruptions seems to flag, and tlie symptoms 
grow unfavourable The Highlanders are 
used to eat much more animal food than 
fitiim to the share of their neighbours in the 
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low country They delight in huiiting>^huve j hiHs etrongly resemble those of Wolos in 
plenty of deer and other game> with a great their looks, thoir manneris and habitations; 
number q sheep, goata, and biack cattle, every thii^ 1 sec, and hear, and seems 
running wild, wmch they scruple not to kilt Welsh The mountains, \ales and streams, 
as vensBon, williout bmng at much pains to the air and climate, the beef, mutton and 
ascertain the property ^ *dl Welsh, It must be owned, 

Inveraray is but a poor town, though it however, that tlus people are better provided 
stands immediately under the protection of than wo are m some artirles , they have 
the Duke of Argyll, who if» a mighty prmee plenty of red deer and roebuck, which are 
in this part of Scotland The peasants Hve fat and delicious at this season of the year : 
in wretched cabins, and seem very poor ,»but tlicir sea teems with amazing quantities of 
the gentlemen are tolerably well lodged, and the finest fish m the world , and they find 
so loving to strangers, that a man runs some means to procure veiy good claret at a very 
risk of ins life firoin their hospitality It must small expense 

*be observed, that the poor Highlanders are Our landlord is a man of consequence m 
now seen to disadvantage They have been this part of the countiy a cadet from the 
not only disarmed by act of parliament, but family of Argyll, and hereditary captain of 
also deprived of their ancient ^rb, which was one of his castles. His name, in plain £n- 
both graceful and qoiivonient , and, wliat is glish, is Dougal Campbell , but as there are 
a greSer hardship still, they ate compelled a great number of the same appellation, they 
to wear brceclicfi — a restraint which they are distmgqibhed (like the Welsh) by patro- 
caniiol bear i\nh any degree of patience nymics, and as I have known an ancient 
indeed, the majority wear theni, not in the Briton called Madoc ap*Morgan, ap-Jenkin, 
proper place, but on polos, oi long staves, ap Jones, our Highland chim dcbigns him- 
over thoir shoulders They are even debar- self Dou’l Mac-Amish, Mac-’Oul Ich-Ian, 

• red the use of their stnped btuff, called tar- signifying, Dougal, the son of James, the 
tan, which was their own manufacture, bon of Dougal, the son of John He has 
pn/ed by them abo\e all the velvets, bro- travelled in the course of his education, and 
cades, and tibbiies of Europe and Abio They is dfsposed to make certain alterations in 
now lounge along in loobC great coats, of his domestic economy , but he finds it un- 
coarsc russet, equally mean and eumbtr- pobsible to abolish the ancient customs of 
some, and betray manifest marks of digec the family, some of which arc ludicrous 
tion Certain it is, the government could enough IIis pijer, for example, who is an 
not have taken a more eftectuai method to hereditary officer of the household, will not 
bleak tin ir national spirit • part w ith the least particle of his privileges 

We have had pnneely sport in hunting the He has a right to wrnor the kilt, or ancient 
stag on these inountaiiis these are the Ifigliland dress, with the purse, pistol, and 
lonely hills of Morven, wh( re Fingal and Ins dirk, a broad yellow ribbon, fixed to the 
heroes enjoyed the same pastime I feel on chaunter-pipe, is thrown over his shoulders, 
enthusiastic pleasure when I survey the and trails along the ground, while he per- 
brown heath that Ossian wont to tread, and forms the functions of his minstrelsy , and 
hoar the wind whistle thiough tht bending this, I suppose, is analogous to the pennon, 
grass When 1 enter our landlord's hall,! or flag, which was formerly carried before 
look for the suspended harp of that divine every knight in battle He plays before the 
bard, and listen m hopes of healing the laird every Sunday hi his way to the kirk, 
aerial sound of his respected spirit The which he circles three times, performing the 
poems of Ossian are in every mouth A fa- family march, which implies defiance to all 
inous antiquarian of this country, the laird the enemies of the elan , and every morning 
of M’FarUne, at whose house we dined a he plays a full hour bv the clock m the great 
few days ago, can repeat them all m the hall, marching backwards and forwards all 
original Gaelic, which has a great affinity to the time, with a solemn pace, attended by 
the Welsh, not only in tlie general sound, the laird's kinsmen, who seem much de- 
but also m a great numbei of radical words , hghtqd with the music In this exercise, he 
and I make no doubt but that they are both indulges them with a number of pibrachs or 
sprung from the same origin I was not a airs, suited to the different passions which 
little surprised, when asking a Highlander would either excite or assuage 
one day, if he knew where wc should find Mr Campbell himself, who performs very 
any game he replied, “/fwmel Sa$itenagh,’' well on the violin, has an invincible antipa- 

.whiSi eigmfiob, no En^lioh, the veiy same thy to the sound of the Highland bagpipe, 
answer I sbould have received from a Welsh- which sings in the nos© with a most alarm- 
man, and almost m the same words The mg twang, and indeed Is quite intolerable to 
Highlanders have no other name for the ean of common sensibility, when aggrava 
people of the low country but Sassenagh, or ted by the echo of a vaulted hall , he there- 
Saxons , a strong presumption that the liOW- < 1 * e begged tlie piper would have some mercy 
land Scotch and the Englibli are derived iipbn him, ^j^^^spense with this part of the 
from the same btpek The peasants of thesJi'^orn^if^ j A consultation ot the 

5V* % r. ^ . I 
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clan being bcld on this occasion, it was una- 
niknonaly agreed that the laird*a request could 
not he granted, without dangerous encroach- 
ments upon the ctistoma of the fiimily The 
jnper declared, he could not give up for a 
moment the privilege he derived fiom hia 
ancestors , nor womd the laird’s relations 
forego an entertainment which they valued 
above all other There was no remedy , Mr 
Campbell, being obliged to acquiesce, is fain 
to stop hib ears with cotton, to fortify his 
head with three or four mght-caps, and every 
morning retire into the penetralia of his bab- 
itation in order to ovoid this diurnal annoy- 
ance* When the music ceases, he produces 
himself at an open window that looks into 
the oourt-yard, which is by this time filled 
with a crowd of his vabsal<^ and dependent*^, 
who worship his first appearance, by unco\- 
ering tbcir heads, and bow ing to the earth 
with the most humble prostration As all 
these people have something to ( ommunicatc 
in the way of proposal, c omplamt, or peti 
turn, they wail patiently till the laird comes 
forth, and, following him in his walks, arc 
hivtmrod each with a short audience in his 
turn Two days ago he dispatched above an 
hundred different solicitors, in walking with 
us to the house of a neighbouring gentleman, 
w here u e dined by i nvitat ion Our la ndl ord’s 
house-keeping is equally rough and hospita- 
ble, and savours much of the simplicity ot 
ancient times The great hall, pavi:d with 
ffal stones, is about foriy-five feet by twont)^- 
twQ, and serves not only for a dining-ioom, 
but also for a bed-chamber to gentlemen 
dependents and hangers-on of the family 
At night, half a do/en occasional beds are 
ranged on each side along the wall These 
are made of fresh heath, pulled up by the 
roots, and disposed in such a manner as to 
make a very agreeable couch, where they lie 
without any other covering than the plaid 
My uncle and I were indulged with separate 
chambcis and down-beds, which we begged 
to exf hange for a layer of heath , and, in- 
deed, I never slept so much to my satisfac- 
tion If was not only soft and elastic, but 
the plant, being in flower, diffused an agree- 
able flagranc^ , which is wonderfiilly refrobh- 
ing and restoiative 

yesterday w< were invitf d to the funeral 
of an oh! Iad\, tlu giandmolherof a gastle- 
inan in this neighbourhood, and found our- 
BOhi s m the inidbt of fifty people, who were 
rogfaled With a sumptuous feast, accompa- 
nied by the music of a do/en fiipers In 
4l«bo]t, this meeting bad all the air of a grand 
festnal r and the guests did such honour to 
im enlertamuient, that many of them could 
ataad when they Wt re rernmded of the 
Bbtosineas on which we had met The com- 
^Hany fbjrthwith taking horse, rode m a very 
tlTOgiOarr ‘ " 


we found we had committed a small over- 
sight in leaving the coi pse behind , so that 
we were obliged to wheel about, and met 
the old gentlew oinan half-way, carried upon 
poles by t ht ncare'^t rc lalions of her family, 
and attended bv the coronetchf composed of 
a multitude of old hags, who lore their hair, 
beat their breasts, and howled most hideous- 
ly At the grave, the orator, or senockic, 
pronounced the panegyiic of the defunct, 
every period being confirmed by a yell of the 
coronach. The body was committed to the 
earth, the pipen, playing a pibroch all the 
time, and all the company standing unco\- 
cred The circmony was closed with the 
discharge of pistols ; tiie^ we returned to 
the castle, resumed the bottle, and by mid- 
night there was not a sober person m the 
family, the femdles excepted Tlic squire 
and I were, with some difficulty, permitted 
to retire with the landlord m the evening , 
but our entertainer was a little chagrined 
at our retreat, and afterwards seemed to 
think it a disparagement to his family that 
not above an hundred gallons of whiskey had 
been drank upon such a solemn oc( asion 
This morning we got up by four, to hunt the 
roebuck, and in half an houi found breakfast 
ready served in the hall The hunters con- 
sisted of Sir George Colquhoun and me, as 
strangers (my untie not choosing to be of 
the party), of the fatrd m pemont the f(md*h 
brother t thelatrd*^ brother* h son, thvlatrd's 
hihtcr*s (tony th latrd*s fat her* s brother' h 
Sony and all Iheir fosU r-brotkerSy who are 
counted part of the family , but we were at- 
tended by an infinite number of fiaeUysy or 
ragged Ilighlandcrs, without shoes or stock 
mgs 

The following articles formed our morn- 
ing’s repast — one kit of boiled eggs , a se- 
cond, full of butter , a tinrd, full of c ream , 
an entire cheese, mode of goat’s milk, a 
large oarthen pot full of honey , the best part 
of a ham , a cold venison pasty , a bushel of 
oatmeal raadf^ m thin cakes and bannocks, 
with a small wheaten loaf in the middle for 
the strangers , a large stone bottle full of whis- 
key, another of brandy, and a kilderkin of ale» 
There was a ladle chained to the cream kit, 
with cunous wooden bickers, to be hlled from 
this reservoir The spints were drank out 
of a silver quaff’, and the ale out of horns 
(ilreat lustice was done to the collation by 
the guests in general, one of them, ui par- 
ticular, ate above two dozen of hard eggs, 
with a proportionable quantity of bread, but- 
ter and honey , nor was one drop of liquor 
left upon the board Finally, a lar^ roll of 
tobacco was presented by way of dessert, 
andi every individual took a comfortable 
quid, to prevent the bad effects of the morn- 
ing air We had a ffne chase over tiie mount- 
ams after a roebuck, which we killed, and I 


la at the distance oft ^ ^ong uuiS {got home time enough to dnnk tea with Mrs 

froih W oa»U», ^ our and our sqmre To-morrow we 
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shall set out on our return for Cameron 
We propose to cross tiie frith 0 Clyde, and 
take the towns of Greenock and Port Glas- 
gow in our way This circuit being hmshed, 
we siiall turn our faces to the soi^h, and fol- 
low the sun with augmented vi^ity, m 
order to enjoy the rest of the autumn iii En- 
gland* where Boreas is not quite so biting as 
he begins already to be ou the lops of these 
northern hills But our progress from place 
to place shall continue to he specified in these 
detached jouinals of, yours always, 

J MEIJ^'ORD 

Atfiytlskire, Sept 8 


To Dr Lewis 

DLiiR Dick,— About a fortnight is now 
elapsed since we left the capital of Scotland, 
directing our course towards Stirling, where 
w e lay The castle of this plar o is ^uch an- 
other as that of Edinburgh, and affords a sur- 
prising prospect ot the windings of ;the nvi r 
Forth, wluch are so extraordinary, that the 
dibtaiicc from hence to Alloa by land is but 
tour and by water it is twenty-four 

Alloa is a neat thriving town, thut depends 
ni 4 great mcofeiire on the t ominercc of Gldh- 
gow, the merchants ot which send hither to- 
hdreo and otiicr artidob, to be depobitcd in 
AarclioUbCb for exportation trom the Frith 
of Forth In oiir way hither wo visited a 
fiouiibhing iron- work, where, instead of burn- 
ing wood, they UbP coal, which they Iia\c 
<he art of ch aniig in hu< h a manner as freob 
It from the sulphur, that would otherwise 
lender the metal too brittle lor w orking IX- 
^eellent coal is found in almost c\oiy pait of 
S( otiand 

The soil of this district producer scaice 
any other grain but oats and barlej , piTimpb 
becauco it ib poorly (uUi\ at ed, and ahnobt 
altogether uniiiclobed The ft WMnclosuiCb 
they have con<*ibt ol paltry walls ot loose 
stones gathered fiom the iields, which indeed 
they < over, as if they had been btattcred on 
purpose When I expressed my bui prise 
vhat the peasanU did not disencumber tlieir 
giounds of these stones, a gcntlenun, well 
acquainted with the theory Ub well os prac- 
tice of farming, assured me, that tJie stones, 
lar from beint, luejudicial, were serviceable 
to tlie crop This philosopher had onleredJ 
a field of his own to be cleared, manured, 
and sown with barley, and the produce was 
more scanty than before JIc coufred the 
stones to be replaced, and next }ear the crop 
was as good as ever The stones were re 
moved a second time, and the harvest ikiled , 

' boy were again brought back, and the ground 

rStrieved its fertility The same experiment of hewn stone At the Upper end of the 
has been tried in dilTerent parts of Eeot]«|[i town there is a venerable cathedral, that 
with tne same success Astonished at tlax j^jiy be^tompared with Yoric-ffllmster ^ 
inibrmation, I desivfed to jjtnow gxvil^^t man- about lljy-nd ^ 


neij^e acc^oiJ<f4Xot^t' 




non , and he said, there were three wiws in 
which the stones might be serviceahle They 
might possibly restrain an excess in the per- 
spiration of the earth, analogous to colliqua- 
tive sweats, by which the Imnum body is 
sometimes wasted and consumed. They 
might act as so many fences to protect the 
tender blade from the piercuig winds of the 
spring , or, by multiplying the reflection of 
tho sun, they might increase the warmth, so 
as to mitigate the natural chillnoss of the 
soil and chmate Bnt surely this oxccbSive 
perspiration might be more ettectually chock- 
ed by difTerent kinds of manure, such as 
ashes, lime, chalk, or rndrl, of which lost it 
seems there are many pits in this kingdom 
As for the warmth, it would be much uion* 
equally obtained by mclosures , one half of 
the ground which is now covered would be 
retrieved, the cultivation would require less 
labour, and the ploughs, harrows and horses 
would not snfibr half the damage which they 
now <Quslain 

These iiorth-westc rn parts are by no means 
frrtile in corn Thi* ground is iiaturoJly bar- 
len and mooiiRh Tiie peasants are poorly 
lodged, inedtrre in their looks, mean n thoir 
apparel and remarkably duty This last re- 
proach th( > might edbil) wesli off, by moans 
of those lal cs, nvi r% and mulcts of pure 
Witoi* With wliuli thev are so liberally siip- 
pj'od by nature \gurultuje cannot be o'* - 
pec ted to flourish Vvhoro the tairn* are small, 
the Icdsps short and the hu bandma i begins 
upon a rutk-ront w uliout a sufuc lent siock to 
Tii^werllu purposes ot improvoineiit The 
gronunes ol Scot land are the banks of the 
Tw ^od, tho counties ot Fatt and Mid l^o- 
ihinn, the Carst of Gownc, m Forthshirc, 
equal m fcrtil ty to anj part of England, and 
some tracks in Aberdeenshire and Moray, 
where I am told the hanost is more early 
than in Northumberland although they bo 
above two dc'giect farllier north. 1 liave 
a strong curweity to visit many places be- 
yond tiie Foilh and the Taj, such as Perth, 
Dundee, Mon+rc ‘c, and Aberdeen, which are 
towns equally elegant and thriving, but the 
season is too far advanced to admit of this 
addition to my original plan 

1 am so fat liappv as to have seen Glas- 
gow, which, to tho best of my recollection 
and aud^iacnt. is one of the prettiest towns 
in Europe, and, without all doubt, it is 
one of the most foun^liing in Great Bri- 
tain In short, if is a perfect bee-hue lu 
point of mdiiRlry It stands partly on a 
gentle declivity, but the greatest part of 
It IS in n plain, watered by the ruor Clyde 
The streets are straight* open, airy and well 
and the houses lofty and well built, 








« pile of famtiSuhlf, a]} man. 

df aecommodaUOli Ibr the iproj^0$orB and 
(Btodente, including an elmiM; Miaty, and an 
ohaenatory well providea with aattonomical 
instrumetits The number of mliabitanla is 
said to amount to thirty thousand, and 
marks of opulonee and incEspondency appear 
in every ^nt^rtor of this commercial ciiy, 
which, howeyor, la not without its inconve- 
niencos and dejibcts. The water of their pub. 
lie pumpa le generally hard and brackish, an 
iinpm'feotioh the kess excusable, as the river 
Clyde rMua by their duors, in the lower part 
of tl»e town; and there are rivulets and 
springs shove the cathedral, buiTicieut to fill 
a largo roser\>oir with excellent waUr, which 
miglit he thence distributed to all the different 
parts of the city It is of more eoiisc- 
rjuence to consult the iiealtli of tin inliabit- 
«nls in this artnle than to employ so much 
attention in beautif ving tiioir town with new 
stnw'ts, square's and clan f hen Another de. 

jeet, not so eabiJy rcmeihod, is tJie shallow, 
ness of the river, which will not float vcseelf 
uf any burden within ten or twch e mill's of 
the city , so that the merchants arc obliged 
10 load and unload their ships at Greerork 
diid Port Gkibgovv, situated about fourtteii 
miles nearer the mouth of the frith, where it 
fS about two miles broad 
The |x*ople of Glasgow have a noble spint 
of enterprise Mr Moore, a surgi'oii to 
whom I was recommended from Kdinburgh, 
iiitfodnced me to all Mie principal men bants 
<if the idare Hire 1 became aiquamted 
with Mr Cochran, who may be styled one of 
the soges ol tins Jcingdoni Ife was first 
, magisUate at the time ol the la^t rebellion 
I sat as member when he was examined m 
the bouse of ( ouiuions , upon whu h occasion 

Mr P observed ht had nev er heard such 

a sensible evidence ^ueii at that bar 1 was 
also introduced to ]>r Tohn Gordon, a patriot 
of a truly Jioniau spirit, w lio is the father ol 
the linen munnfactnre in this place, and was 
the great promoter of the city workhouee, 
infiriiury, and othei works of public utility 
Had he lived in ancient Koine, ho would 
nave boeiniunei.red with a statue at the pub. 
he I moreover conversed with one 

Mr G — sW^d w'hom I take to be one of the 
greatest merLlmut^j in Kurope In the Ia»t 
WOT, he IS said to have had «t one tune^ve. 
aud-< weiUy ships* w ilh their caigoes, his own 
propotty, and to have tiaded for above half a 
The last wa^* was a 
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fbftii*fflli^WTiotl tor the commerce of Glas- 
gow* The men hants, considering that their 
ship% bound for America, launching out at 
<mqO into the Atlantic by the north of Iro- 
laild, ptarsued a track very bitlo frequimted 
by piivateore, resolved to msure one another, 
and waved a /eiy comudcrablo «uin by J^ia 

Jdlfiucb, *i ni^lj^cp A 


The great church, dedicated to St Mongoh 
the r&er Clydo, and, nitaong other partmuTan, 
smack of our Webdi languo^ ahd ctw- 
toma, contribute to flatter me with the ttoteon 
that these people ore the dpaccndanlB of Ae 
BntOne, who nice poseeseed this country 
Without all quesuon, this was a Cumbrian 
king^m, ita capital was Dumbarton *(» o®r- 
ruption of Dunbritton), which still exists as 
a royal borough, at the influx of the Olyde 
miles below Glasgow The 
game neighbourhood gave birth to St Patrick, 
tlic ap«56tle of Irolandy at a place* where there 
IS still a church and village winch retain his 
name Hard by are some vestiges of the* 
famous Roman wall, built in the reign of 
Autonirie, from the Clyde to the Forth, and 
fortified with cabtlcs to ro&tram the lucnr- 
bions of the Scotch or Caledonians, who 
inhabited the West Highlands In a line pn. 
rallel lO this wall, the merchants ol (lUsgow 
have dwP'rinined to make a navigable canal 
betwixt the two fntlib, which will be of in- 
credible advantage to their commerce, m 
transporting mer' handise iiom one tide ol 
the ifeland to the other 

From (ilasgow we travelled along the 
Clyde, which is a delightful stieam, aiioriicd'^ 
on both sides with villas, townb and villages 
Here no want of groves, and meadows, 
and corn-holds liltor^p^»rbed , but on this side 
of (JIasgow there is little other giain than 
oats and bari«*v , the fir^t are much better, 
th(* Jnftcr much worse, than those of the 
same specie*, in Jlnglaim I wonder there n 
so little ive, winch is a grain that will thrive 
inalmo't any and it is still more surpn^*. 
ing, that the cultivation of iiotatoes should 
he so much neglected m the Ilighlaiids, wheie 
thc» poor people have not meal enough to 
•supply them with bread through the winter 
On the other side of the river are the towns 
of Pai«lev and Renfrew The first, from an 
incon«4iderahle village, is become one of the 
most flounshmg places of the kingdom, cn- 
Tiched by the linen, cambric, flowered lawn, 
Rjid *^ilk manufactures U was formerly no. 
ted fur a rich monastery of the monks of 
Clugny, who wrote the famous Scoti-Cfiro 
ntcon, called The blttch book qf Pai^ky, 
The old abbey still remains, converted mti> 
a dwelling-hoube, belonging to ^earl of 
Dundonald Renfrew is a n- bwn on 
the banks of the ('lyde, cr » the sh^re, 
which vias heretofore ti. j/atrimony of the 
Stuart family, and gave the title of baron to 
the king’s eldcOt son, which if still assumed 
by the Prince of Wales 
The Clyde we left a little on our loft bond 
at Dunbritton, whciro jt widens into an estu- 
ary or filth, being augmented by the mflut 
“.the l*even On this spot stands the casil / 
nerly called Alcluyd, washed by; these 
rivers on except a naimw 

I wtbmnfiL^w}u<'h ^kevcTyfipurling-tide is ov^F*. 

j*S fc >• *, r 
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the quality and form of the |tock, as well ofi 
from the nature of its situation We now 
crossed the water of Leven, Which, though 
nothing near so considerable os the Clyde* 
IS much more transpaient, pastoral and dc. 
hghtful This clianning stieam is tlie outlet 
of Loch Jjomond, and^through a track of four 
miles pursues its wmding course, murmuring 
over a bod of pebbles, till it joins the frith iS 
Dunbntton A very little above its 
on the lake, stands the hou&c of Oamer4>n* 
heJoJiging to Mr Smollot, so embosomed m 
an oak wood, that we did not sec it till we 
were within fifty yards of the door, T have 

• seen the Lago di Gardi, Alhano, De V;co, 

Bolscna and Geneva, and, upon my hon^mr, 
f prefer Lor )i Lomond to them all , a prefbr- 
t lice which IS certamlv owing to tlu verdant 
islands that boera to ^oat upon its surface, 
affording the most enchanting objects of re- 
pose to Iho excursive v ew Nor are the 
blinks dobtitine of bcaubc^i, which even par- 
take of the sublime On this bule they dis- 
play a sweet v «inety of iv oodland, corn-held 
and pasture, with several agreeable villas 
emerging, as it were, out of the lake, till, at 
tome disttince, the piospeot tciminaiop in 
Imge mountains, ( overed w ith heath, wduch 
being in the bloom, afhtrds a very nc h cover- 
ing of purple Every thing here in romantic 

beyond inridgiiiation This country is justly 
styled the Arcadia of Scotland and I don’t 
doubt but it rnav vie with Arcadia m every 
thing but elinuitv* J am sere it oeels it m 
verdure, wood and vvatei Wiiat sav you to 
a iiulural basin of pure wattr, neai thi’ly 
mles long, and m sronie plac* s seven miks 
broad, and in iiiai v above an bundled fatli- | 
orris deep, having ^onr-aiid-twent^ Jiabitabli 
slaiids, some of tl mn ‘•locked with deer, end 

• of tiiem (overtd with wood , eoiitaimng 
immense quantities of delicious hsh, salmon, 
pike, trout, peich, flounders, eels and pow- 
ans, the lost e delicate kind of freeh-water 
herring peculiar to this lake, and, fmallv, 
communicating with the sea, by sending off 
the Leven, through which all those species 
(except the powan) make their exit and 

^entrance occasionally ' 

Inclosed I send you the copy of a littl^* 
ode to this river, by Dr Smollett, who was 
born on the banKs of ic, within two miles of 
the place where T am now writing It is at 
least picturesque and accurately iVescriptivc, 
it it has no other ment There is an idea 
of truth, in an agreeable landscape taken 
from nature, vvluch pleases me more than 
tiie gayest hcuon which Uie most luxunant 
fancy caji display- | 

1 have other remarks to make but as my 
paper is full, I must reserve them till the 
next occasion I shall only observe at pre- 
sent, that I am detei mined to penetrate at 
least forty milea into the Highlands, which 
now appear like a vast fantastic vision in 
81 


the clouds, inviting the approach of youns 
always, MATT* BRAMBLE 

Camerm^ Aug 

onr TO i^SiVEV Wxteb 

Oh Leveu’s hanks, while free to rove, 

And tnaC the roinl pipe to love, 

I envied not the happiest swam ^ 

That cvei trod tli' Arcndi in plain 

Pure stream’ in whose transpai^^ot wave 
M} voalUrul limbs 1 wont to live , 

No ton Lilts stain thy limpid source. 

No rocks impEilc thy Uimplinj;; course, 

That swfctl> w II hies o*er its bed, 

With white, round, polish’d pebbles spi cad , 
While, lightly pois'd, the scaly brood 
fii mjimds ckave ihy crystal 0ood , 

The spiinging tioot in speckled pride. 

The snlrnon, monarch ot the udo; 

T he ruthless pikt, intent on w,ir, 
ife vilvcr ctl md mottled pu * 

Dtvolviiif^ from thv parent lake, 

\ ciivimiuc^ maze thv wafers make, 
how *18 of luich, md giovcs of pine. 

And litdjjiCS flower’d with egUntmc 
v»tiU on ll»v bank, «o j^avly gieen, 

Mav nura’ious h^rds and flocks be seen, 

Am! lubsc* ehmliin; o’er tlu pail, 

And slicphcrdb pijung in the dale, 

And luciem faith that knows no guile 
And induHli) cmhrowuM wilhtoil, 

And he aits resolv’d, and Irtnds prepar’d, 

1 h( hhssings Ihtv enjov to gsiord 


To Do( I OR Lewis, 

DlMv Doc tor, — If I was dibposed to be 
critical, I should saj this house of Cameron 
IS too neai tiio kilo, which approaches ou 
one bido to within ‘^iv or seven yaids ol the 
window It miglii iiavc been placed on a 
lugher site, wlmh would have aflforded a 
more extensive prospect and a drier atmos- 
phere , but thu^ imperfection is not charge- 
able on the present proprietor, who purchas- 
ed It ready built, ratlicr than be at the trouble 
of repairing hj& own family house of Bonhill, 
which stands two miles from hence on the 
licven, so surrounded with plantation, that 
It noed to I e known by the name of the 
Mavis (oi 1hriisJ») nest Above that house 
is a romantic glen or deft of a mountain, 
covered vvith hanging woods, having at bot- 
tom a stream of fine water that forms a num- 
ber of cascades m itb descent to lom the 
Ijcven , fco that the scene is quite enchanting 
A captain of a man of war, who had made 
the circuit of tlie globe wnth Mr Anson, bc- 


* The par is a small flsh, not unlike tlie smelt, 
which It rivals in delicacy and flavour 
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ing ison^uctpd to this gleo, eiidaiinodi'^ 
** Juan iVniandez, by G — 

Indeed tbia country would be a perfect 
paradise, li it was not, like Wales, cursed 
With a weepirig climate, owing to the same 
causes in both, the neighbourhood of high 
mountains, and a westerly situation exposed 
to the vapours of the Atlantic Ocean This 
air, however, notwithstanding its humidity, 
IS BO healthy, that the natives are scarce 
ever visited by any other disease than tlie 
small-pox, and certain cutaneous evils which 
are the effects of dirty living, the groat and 
general reproach of the commonalty of this 
kingdom Here are a great many living 
monuments of longevity, and, among the 
rest, a person whom I treat with singular 
respect, as a venerable Druid, who has lived 
near ninety years, w ithout pain or sickness, 
among oaks of hie own planting He was 
once proprietor ot these lands, but, being 
of a proj( rting spirit, some of hib scl^omes 
mibcorned, and ho was obliged to part with 
hiB possession, which hath shifted hands two 
or 1 hi ee times since that period, but every 
succeeding proprietor hath done every thing 
in his power to make his old age easy and 
comfortable Ho has a sufficiency to pro- 
cure the necessaries of life , and he and his 
old woman reside in a small com enicnt farm- 
house having a little garden, which lie cul- 
tivates with nis own hands This ancient 
couple live in great health, peace and har- 
mony, and, knowing no wanto, enjoy the 
perfection of content Mr Smollett colls 
him the admiral, because he insists upon 
sti>enng his pleasure-boat upon the lake, 
and he spends mo*?! of his time m ranging 
through the uoodfe, which he declares he en- 
joys us mucli as if they were still his own 
propert} J asked him the other day, if he 
was never sick, and he answered, yes , he 
had a slight fever the year before the Union 
If he wab not deaf, I should take much plea- 
sure in hib ( onvorbdtion, fur lie is very mtel- 
ligent, and Ins memory is sUiprisingly re- 
tentive Tlicse arc the happy effects of tern- 
perance, cxerc ise and good-nature Notwith- 
standing all his innocence, however, he was 
the cause of great perturbation to my man 
Clmkcr, whobc natural superstition had been 
much injured by tlie histones of witches, 
fairies, ghosts and goblins, which he has 
heard in this country On the evening after 
our arrival, Humphry blrolled into the wood 
in the course of his meditation, and all at 
once the admiral stood before him, under the 
shadow of a spreading oak Though the 
IWlow 18 far from being timorous in (?ases 
that are not supposed preternatural, he could 
not stand the sight of this apparition, but ran 
into the kitchen, with his hair standing on 
end„ staring wildly, and depnved of , utter- 
ance, Mrs Jenkins seeing him m this c(H)- 
dition, screamed aloud,— «« Lord have mercy 


upon us, he has seen something Mrs Ta- 
bitha was alarmed, and tlie whole house m 
confusion When he was recruit^ with a 
dram, 1 desired him to explain the meaning 
of all this agitation , and, witii some reluc- 
tance, he owned he had seen a spirit, in the 
shape of an old man, with a white beard, a 
black cap, and a plaid night-gown He was 
undeceived by the admiral in person, who 
coming in at this juncture, appeared to be a 
creature of real flesh and blood 
Do >011 know how we fare in this Scottish 
paradise We make free with our landlord’s 
mutton, which is cxcrllent, his poultry-yard, 
hib garden, his dairy and his cellar, which 
aro all well stored We have delicious 
salmon, pike, trout, perch, par, at the 
door, for the taking The fnth of Clyde, on 
file other side of the hill, supplies us with 
mullet, red and grey, cod, mackerel, whiting 
and a variety of sea-hsh, including the finest 
herrings 1 ever tasted We have sweet juicy 
beef and tolerable veal, with delicate bread, 
from the little town of DunbnUun, and 
plenty of partndge, giouse, hcatbcock and 
other game m presents 

Wc have been visited by all the gentle- 
men in the neighbourhood, and they have 
entertained ns at their houses, not barely 
with hospitality, but with such marks of cor- 
dial affedioii, ab ouc would wish to find 
among near relatioiib, after an absence of 
many years 

I told }ou, m my last, I had projected an 
excursion to the Highlands, which project 1 
have now happily executed, under the au- 
spices of Sir George Colquhoun, a colonel in 
the Dutch service, who offered hims( If as our 
conductor on this occasion Leaving our 
women at Cameron, to the care and inspec- 
tion of Lady II C , we sot out on^ 

horseback for Inveraray, the county town of 
Argyll, and dined on the road with the Laird 
of Macfarlanc, the greatest genealogist I 
ever knew in any country, and perfectly ac- 
quainted With all the antiquities m Scotland 
Tiie Duke of Argyll has an old castle at 
Inveraray, where he resides when he is in 
Scotland , and hard by is the shell of a noble 
Gotlnc palace, built by the last duke, which, 
when finished, will be a great oniament to 
this part of the Highlands As for Invera- 
ra;^ it is a place of very little importance 
This country is amazingly wild, especially 
towards the mountains, whuh are heaped 
upon the backs of one another, making a 
most stupendous appearance of savage na- 
lufe, with hardly any iJigns of cultivation, or 
even of population * All i« sublimity, silence 
and solitude The people live togethei in " 
glens or bottoms, where they are sheltered 
from the cold and stonns of winter, but 
there is a margin of plain ground spread 
along the sea-side, w^hich is well inhabited 
and improved by the arts of husbandry ; and 
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this I take to be one of tbe moat agreeable 
tracks of tbe whole island , the sea not only 
keeps It warm, and supplies it with hsh, but 
afiords one of the most ravishing prospects in 
the whole world , I mean the appearance of 
the Hebndes, or Western islands, to the num- 
ber of three hundred, scattered as far as the 
eye can reach, in the most agreeable confusion 
As the soil and climate of the Highlands are 
but ill adapted to the cultivation of com, the 
people apply themselves chiefly to the breed, 
ing and feeding of black cattle, >\hich turn to 
good account These animals run wild all 
the winter, without any shelter or subeist- 
•ence, but what they can find among the 
heath When the snow lies s'' deep and 
hard that they cannot penetrate to the roots 
of tlie grass, they make a diurnal progress, 
glided by a sure instinct, tc the sea side at 
low water, where they feed on the alga tmu 
rtnay and other plants that grow on the 
beach 

Perhaps this branch of husbandly, which 
requires very little attendance and labour, is 
one of the pnncipal causes of that idleness 
and want of industry which distinguishes 
those mountaineers in their own country 
When they come forth into the world, they 
become as diligent and alert as any people 
upon earth They are undoubtedly a very 
distinct spcTies from their fellow-sulqccts ol 
the Lowlands, against whom they indi Ige an 
ancient spirit of animosity , and this differ- 
ence is very disctrn’ble even among persons 
oi family and education The I-rfiwlanders 
are generally cool and circumspect, the H'gh- 
landtrs fiery and ferocious, but this v idcoce 
of their passions serves only to inflame the 
veal of ihoir devotion to strangers, which 
is truly cnthubiaslu We pioceeded about 
twenty miles beyond Inveraray, to the house 
of a gentleman, a friend of our c oiiductor, 
wherf^ we staid a few days, and were feasted 
in such a manner, that I began to dread the 
consequence to my constitution 

Notwithstanding the solitude that prevails 
among these mountains, there is no want of 
people m the Highlands I am credibly in- 
fttimed, that the Duke of Argyll can assem- 
ble five thousand men in arms, of his own 
clan and surname, which is Campbell , and 
theie IS besides a tribe of the same appel- 
lation, whose chief is the Earl of Breadal- 
banc The M’Donalds are as numerous, 
and remarkably warlike, the Camerons, 
M’Leods, Frasers, Grants. MTCenzies, M*- 
Kays, MThersons and M’Jntoshes are pow- 
erful clans , so that, if all the Highlanders, 
^including the inhabitants of tlio rales, w^cre 
*united, they could bring into the field an 
army of forty thousand fighting men, capa- 
ble of undertaking the most dangerous en- 
terprise We have lived to see four thousand 
of them, Without discipline, throw tbe whole 
kingdom of Great Britain into confusion 
They attacked and defeated two armies of 


regular troops, accustomed to service They 
penetrated into the centre of Engl ind , and 
afterwards rnarchod back with deliberation, 
in the face ot two other armies, through an 
enemy’s country, where every precaution 
was taken to cut off their retreat. 1 know 
not any other people in Europe, who, with- 
out the use or knowledge of arms, will attai k 
regular forces sword in hand, it their chief 
will head them in battle When disciplined, 
they cannot fail of being excellent soldiers 
Tliey do not walk like tiie generality of man- 
kind, but trot and bojiue like deer, as il they 
moved upon springs They greatly excel the 
Lowlanders in all the exercises that require 
agility , they arc incredibly abstemious, and 
patient of hunger and fatigue, so steeled 
against the weather, that, in travelling, even 
when the ground is covered with snow, they 
never look for a house,' or any other shelter 
but their plaid, in which they wrap them- 
selvef up, and go to shop under the cope of 
heaven Such people, in quality of soldiers, 
must be invincible, when the business is to 
perform quirk marches in a difficult country, 
to strike eudflcn Mrokes, beat up the enemy’s 
quarters, harass their cavalry and perform 
expeditions without the formality of maj^- 
zincs, baggage, forage and artillery The 
(.hicftainship of the IJighlanderb is a very 
dangerous inflneiu e, operating at the extre- 
mity ot the island, where the cjos and bands 
of government ( annot be supposed to see and 
act with pie< ision and vigour In order to 
break the tone of clanship, adiUinistration 
bis always practised the political maxim, 
divide et imjtera The legifelature hath not 
only disarmed these mountaineers, but also 
deprived them ot their ancient garb, w'hich 
contributed in a great measure to keep up 
their military spirit , and their slavish tenures 
are all dibsolved by act of parliament , so 
that they are at present a#> free and indepen- 
dent ot their chiefs as the law can make 
them but the original attachment still re- 
mains, and 16 founded on something prior to 
the feudal system, about which the writers 
of this age have made such a pother, as if it 
was a new discovery like the Copermcan 
system Every peculiarity of policy, custom, 
and even temperament, is effectually traced 
to this origin, as if the feudal constitution 
had not been common to almost all the na- 
tives of Europe i'or my part, I expect to 
see the use of trunk-hose and buttered ale 
ascribed to tbe influence of the feudal sys- 
tem The connection between the clans 
and their chiefs is without all doubt patn~ 
arihal It is founded on hereditary regard 
and affection, cherished through a long suc- 
cession of ages The clan consider the chief 
as their father, they bear his name, they be- 
lieve ihem‘«elves descended from his family, 
and they obey him as their lord, with all the 
ardour of filial love and veneration , while he, 
on his part, exerts a paternal authority , com- 
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maladitig, chastiBing, rewarding, protecting 
and maintaining them oh bis ovvii children It 
the legislature would entirely destroy this 
cdnnection, it must compel the Highlanders 
to change their habitation and their names 
E\en this ea;penment has been forinerry tried 
without BUCCCB6 In the reign of Janies VI 
a battle was fought withm a few short miles 
of this place, between two clans, the M’Gre- 
gors and the Colquhouns,*in which the latter 
were defeated the laird of M’Gregor made 
such a barbarous use of his victory, that he 
was forfeited and outlawed by act of parlia- 
ment , his lands were given to the family of 
Montrose, and his clan wen obliged to 
change tlieir name They obeyed so far as 
to call themselves severally (^ampholl, Gra- 
ham, or Drumiiiond, the surnames of the fa- 
milies of Argyll, Montrose and Perth, that 
they might enjoy the protection of tliose 
houses, but they still added M’Gregor, to 
thoirnew appellation , and as their ohiS was 
deprived of his estate, they robbed and plun- 
dered for his subsistence Mr Cameron of 
Lochicl, the chief of that clan, whose fo,thei 
was attainted for having been concerned m 
the last rebellion, n'tunimg fiora France, in 
obedience to a proclamation and act of pai- 
liament passed at the beginning of the late 
war, paid a visit to his own country, and 
hired a farm in the neighbourhood of hit 
tather’s house, winch had been burnt to tlic 
ground The clan, though ruined and scat- 
tered, no sooner heard of his arrival, than 
they flocked to him from all cpiarters, to wel- 
come his return, and in a few days stocked 
his farm with seven hundred black cattle, 
which they had saved in the gencTal wreck 
of their affairs but their beloved chief, 
wiio was a promising youth, did not live to 
enjoy the fruits of their fidelity and attach- 
ment 

The most effectual method I know to 
weaken, and at length destroy this influence, 
16 to employ the commonalty in such a man- 
ner as to give them a taste of property and 
indepf ndimcc Jn vain the government grants 
them advantageous leases on the forfeited 
CfetatCfc, they liave no property to prose- 
cute the means of improvement The sea is 
an ne\Iidustible fund of riches , but the fish- 
ery cannot be carried on without vessels, 
Casks, bolt, line' , nets and other tackle 1 
converbcj v ith a bcnsible man of this coun- 
try, who, iiom a real spirit of patriotism, had 
set up d fishery on the coast, and a manufac- 
tory of coarse linen, for the employment of 
the poor Iliglilanderb Cod is here in such 
^enty, that he told me he had seen seven hun- 
dred taken on one line at one haul It must 
be observed, liowever, that the line was of 
immense length, and had two thousand hooks, 
baited with nfju8<5iols , but the fish was so su- 
penfir to the cod caught on the banks of 
Newfoundland, that his correspondent at 
Lisbon sold them immediately at liis own 


price, ajtliough lipnt w^s just over when 
I they arrived, and the people might be sup- 
posed quite cloyed with this kind of diet 
i His linen imanufacture was likewise in a 
prosperous way, when, the late war inter- 
vening, all his best hands were pressed into 
the service 

It cannot be expected that the gentlemen 
of this country should execute commercial 
schemes to render their vassals independent , 
nor indeed are sue h schemes suited to their 
way of life and inclination but a company 
of merchants might, with proper manage- 
ment, turn to good account a fishery esta- 
blished in this part of i^cotland Our people 
have a strange itch to colonize Amenta, 
when the uncultivated parts of our own 
i&land might be settled to greater advantage 

After having rambled tnrough the moun- 
tains and glens of Argyll, W'e visited the ad- 
jacent islands ofisla, Jura, Mull, and Icolm- 
kill In the first we saw the remains of a cas- 
tle, built 111 a lake, where M ’Donald, lord or 
king of the Isles, formei ly resided Jura is fa- 
mous for having given birth to one M’Crain, 
who lived one hundred and eighty years in 
one house, and died in the reign of Charles 
the Second Mull affords several bays, 
where there is safe anchorage in one of 
which the Florida, a ship of the Sjianish 
armada, was blowm up by one of Mr Srnol- 
let’s ancestors About forty years ago, 
Tohn, duke of Argyll, is said to have con- 
sulted the Spanish registers, by whuli it 
appeared that tins ship had the military chest 
on board He employed experienced divers 
to examine the wreck, and they found the 
hull of the vessel still entire, but so covered 
with band, that they could not make their 
way between decks however, they picked 
up several pieces of plate that were scattered 
about in the baj , and a couple of fine brass 
cannon 

Icolmkill, or Iona, is a small island which 
9t Columba chose for his habitation It was 
respected for its sanctity, and college or 
seminary of ecclesiabtics Part of its church 
IS still standing, with the tombs of several 

ottibh, Irish and Danish sovereigns, who 
were here interred These islanders arc 
very bold and dexterous w^atermen, conbe- 
quently tJie better adapted to the fishery , in 
Iheir maimers they are loss savage and im- 
petuous than their countrymen on the con- 
tinent , and they speak the Erse or Gaelic 
in its greatest purity 

Having sent our horses round by land, we 
efhbarked in the district of Cowal for Green- 
ock, which IS a neat little town, on the other 
Bide of the frith, with a curious harbour,* 
formed by three stone jetties, earned out a 
good way into the sea rSfew Port Glasgow is 
such another place, about two miles higher 
up Both have a face of business and plenty, 
and are supported entirely by the shipping 
of Glasgow, of w hich I counted sixty large 
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veseelB in these harbours Taking boat 
again at Newport, we were m less than an 
hour landed on the other side, within two 
short miles of our liead-quarters, where we 
found our women in good health and spirits 
They had been, two days before, joined by 
Mr Smollett and his lady, to whom we have 
such obligations as 1 cannot mention, even 
to you, without blushing 

To-morrow we shall bid adieu to the Scots’ 
Arcadia, and begin our progress to the south, 
ward, taking, our way by Lanark and Niths- 
dale, to the west borders of England 1 
have received so much advantage and satis- 
faction from this tour, that, if m y health suf- 
fers no revolution in the winter, I believe I 
shall be tempted to undertake another expe- 
dition to the northern extremity ot Caith- 
nebs, unencumbered by those impediments 
which now clog the both of yourb, 

MATT BRAMBLE 
Cameron, Sept 0 


To LiETITIA WlLiaS, AT Glouces- 

lEtl 

Mv Dfae Lftty, — Never did poor pn- 
fconci long tor deliverance more than I have 
longed tor an opportunity to disburden my 
cares into your fhendly bosom , and the oc- 
cabion which now prcbentb itself little less 

a i miraculous Honest Saunders M Aw- 
le>, the travollu'g Scotchman, who goes 
eveiy yeaif to Wales, ib now at Glasgow, 
buvuig goods and, coining 1o pay his rc- 
sptets to our family, has undertaken to de- 
liver this letter into jour own hand We 
liave been bix weeks in Scotland, and seen 
the principal towns of the kingdom, where 
wt have been treated with great civility 
Tiie ptople are very courteous, and the 
CO mtiy being e\cccduiglv romantic, suits 
iny turn and inclinations, 1 contracted some 
iri'^udships at Edinburgh, which is a large 
and lofty city, full of gay company , and, m 
particular, commenced an intimate corres- 
■pondonce with one Miss R— t— n, an amia- 
ble young lady of my own age, w^hose charmi? 
sc ^ mod to sonen, and even subdue, the stub- 
born heart of my brother Jerry , but he no 
sooner left the place, than ho relapsed into 
his former insensibility I feel, however, 
that this indifference is not the family con- 
stitution I never admitted but one idea ot 
love, and that has taken such root m my 
heart, as to be equally proof against all flie 
pulls of discretion, and the froasts of neglect 

Dear Letty V I had an alarming adventure 
at the hunters’ ball in Edinburgh While 1 
sat discoursing with a friend m a comer, all 
at once the very image of W ilaon stood be- 
fore ipo, dressed exactly as he was ni the 
character of Aimwell * It was one Mr Gor- 
doDk whom I had not seen before Shocked 
at the BoddeB4Lp|p(trition, 1 ftimted away, and 
6W* ' 


threw the whole assembly into confusion 
However, the cause of my disorder remained 
a secret to every body but my brother, who 
was likewise struck with the resembldiice, 
and scolded after we came home I am 
very sensible of Jerry’s affection, and know 
he spoke as well with a view to my own in- 
terebt and happiness, as in regard to the 
honour of the iamil) , but I cannot bear to 
have my wounds probe d tcvcrely I was not 
60 much affected by the c ensure he passed 
upon my own discretion, as with the reflec- 
tion he made on the conduct of Wilson He 
; observed, that if he was really the gentleman 
he pretended to be, and harboured nothing 
but honourable designs, he would have vin- 
dicated his pretensions in the face of day* 
This remark made a deep impi-cssion upon 
my mind 1 eiideavourod to copceal my 
thoughts , and this endeavour hod a bad ef- 
foct|jupon my lu^alth and spirits , so it w as 
thought necessary that I should go to the 
Highlands, and drink goat-milk whey 

We went accordingly to Loch Lomond, 
one of the most enchanting spots in the 
whole world, and what with this remedy, 
vvhicli T had eve-y rnornirig fresh from the 
mountains, and tlie pure air, and cheerful 
company, I have recovered my flesh and ap- 
petite, though there is something still at 
bottom, which is not in the power of air, 
exercise, rompaiiy or medicine to remove 
These incidents would not touch me so 
nearly, it I liad a sensible confidant to syin- 
patliise vvitli my affliction, and comfort me 
with wholesome advice I have nothing ot 
this kind except Win Jenkins, who is really 
a good body in the main but very ill quali- 
fied for such an office The poor creature is 
wc»ak in hei nciv'^es, as well as in her under- 
standing, otheivvise 1 might have known 
the true name and character of that unfortu- 
nate youth But wily do I call him unfor- 
tunate • — perhaps this cpitlict is more appli- 
cable to me, foi having listened to the false 

professions of but hold — I have as yet 

no right, and sure I have no inclination, to 
believe any thing to the prejudice of his 
honour In tiiiit reflection T shall still exert 
my patience As for Mrs Jenkins, bhe her- 
self IS really an ob]cct of compassion. Be- 
tween vanity, niethodisni and love, her head 
is almost turned I should have more regard 
for her, hovvevei, if she had been more con- 
stant in the object of her affection , but, 
truly, she aimed at conquebt, and flirted at 
the same time with my uncle’s footman, 
Humphry Clinker, who is really a deserving 
young man, and one Dutton, my brother’s 
valet -do-chambre, a debauched fellow^ who, 
leaving Win in the kircli, ran away with 
another ml^’s bride at Berw ick 
My dear Willis, I am truly ashamed of my 
own sex, We complain of advantages winch 
the men take of our youth, inexperience, sen- 
sibility, and all that , but 1 have seen enough 
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to 1)^1 teve, that otir sex m general make Jt but indifferently prepared for a change , but, 
tlieir bnwness to ensnare the other , and for thank God ' she was soon put in a better 
this purpose employ arts which are by no fiame by the private exaltations of the Rev- 
moans to be justified In point of constancy, erend Mr Macrocodile aHerwardb 

they certainly have nothing to reproach the churned to Starling and Croscow, which are 
male part of the creation. My poor aunt, a kipple of handsome towns , and then we 
without any regard to her years and imper- went to a gentleman’s house at Loff Lonung, 
fections, has gone to market with her charms which is a wonderful sea of fresh water* 
in every place where she thought she had with a power of hylands ui the midst on’t — 
the least chance to dispose of her person, they say us how it has got ne’er a bottom, 
which, however, hangs still heavy on hei and was made by a musician — and, truly, I 
hands I am afraid she has used even rt- believe it , foi it is no' m the course of na- 
ligion as a decoy, though it has not answer- ture It has got loavrs wifhout wmil^ fink 
ed her expectation She has been praying, wifhout f ns, mid a Jloatmg hyland and 
preaching and cjateschising among the mo- oncMif llioin is a c rutch-vard ivhere the dead 
thodists, with whom this country abounds, are buried and ahva>s before tJie person dieo 
and pretends to have sui h manifestations and a bell rings of itself to give warning 
revelations, as c\en Clinker himstlf can O Mary ’ this is tlie laud of congy ration 
hardly believe, though the poor fellow is The bell knolled vvhc n wi weretheie — I saw 
lialftrassy w'ltli enthusiasm As for Joiikms, lights and licard lamentations Tin gentlc- 
she affects to take all her mi bti css’s re ^i^nes man, our landlord has gut another lioiise, 
for gospel She hasakohci heait-hcavings which he w^as fain to quit, on a( count of a 
and motions of the spirit , and, God forgive mischievous ghost, that would not sufler peo- 
me if I think uncharitably, but all this secMii^i pie to lie m thoir beds The fairies dwell in 
to rno to be downright hypocrisy and deceit a hole of Kairmonn, a mounting hard by , 
Perhaps, indeed, the poor girl imposes on and they steal uw'^ay the good w^omen that 
herself She is generally in a fluUor, and is are in the straw, if so be as how’^ there a’n’l 
much subject to vapours Since we < arne to a hoisc-shoe nailed to ttie door And 1 was 
fc^cotland, she has seen apparitions, and pre- shown an old vitch, called Elspath Ringavey, 
tends to prophecy If I could put faith in all with a red petticoat, bleaied eyes, and a 
these supernatural visitations I should think mould of gre\ bristles on her sin That she 
myself abandoned of grace , foi [ have nei- moaght do me no harm, 1 rro-jsed her hand 
ther seen, heard nor felt any thing of this w'llh a taster, and bid hci tell my fortune, 
nature, although I endeavour to disihurge and sho told rni such things — do deriving Mr 
the duties of religion with all the siiiceiity. Clinker to a hi^r — bi.l it ^hal! ne’er be sai 
veal and devotion that is in the power of, that 1 luinchioned a word of the matter As. 
dear Letty, your ever a/fectioliito I was tumbled v ilh fits, she nd\ised me to 

JjYDIA MELFORD bathe in the lofl, which was ludy water , at d 

(HasgtnjOi Sejd 7 so I went in the moremg to a piivate placi*, 

We are so far on our return to Bramble- along with the house-maid, and we balliod in 
ton hall , and I would fain hope wo shall our birth-day soot, after the iashion of the 
take Gloucester in our way , in which case country, and behold’ whilst we dabbled iv 
I shall have the inexpies'^ible pleasure of the loff, Sir Georire Coon started up with a 
embracing my dear Willw — Pray rememlier gun , but we clapt our hands to our faces, 
in© to my worthy governess ^ and passed by him to the phee where wo had 

^ left our smocks A civil gentleman would 

have turned his head another way My com- 
To Mrs M\ky Jones, kt Erasibleton- fit js, he knew^ not which was which, and. 

Hall as the saying is, all cats in the dark are 

gray 

Dear Mary,— Saunders Macully, the While we staid at Loff Loming, he and 
Scotchman, who pushes directly for Vails, has our two squires went three or four days 
promised to give it you into your owm hand, churning among the wild men of the mount- 
and thcrcfo'*e 1 would not miss the opporfu- ains , u parcel of selvidges that lie m caves 
nity to lot you now as T Am still in the land among the rocks, devour young children, and 
of the living, and yet I have liecn on the speak Velch, but the vords are different 
bntik of the (^tlier world since 1 sent you my OiVr ladies would not part with Mr Clinker, 
laAt letter We went by sea to another because he ip so stout, and so pyehouse, that 
kingdom, called Fife, and, coming hack, had he fears neither man iiordevite, if so be as 
like to have gone to pot m a storm What they don’t take him by surprise Indeed, he 
between tlie fntc and sickness, 1 thought I was ohee so flurried by an opentjon, that he 
should have brought my heart up , even Mr had like to have sounded He made believe 
Clinker was not his own man for eight-and- as if it had been the onld admiral hut the 
forty hours after we got ashore It was well ould edimral could not have mode his air to 
for some ftdks that we ’scaped drownding ; stand on end, and his teeth to shatter; but 
for mistTess was very frextous, and seemed he said so in prudence, that the ladies 
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mought not be atfeard Mibs Liddy has been 
puny, and Jike to go into a decline I doubt 
her pore art is too tinder— but the got’e fi*y 
has eat her on her legs again You nowb 
pot’s fey IS mother’s milk to a Velchwoman 
A& for mistress, blessed be God * she ails 
nothing Her stomach is good, and she im- 
proves in grease and godliness but, for all 
that, she lUay have intettions like other peo- 
ple ^ and, 1 believe, she wouldn’t be sony to 
be called ymr ladys/np, whenever Sir 
George thinks proper to ax the duestion 
But, for my part, whatever I may see or 
• hear, not a practical shall ever pass the lips 
of, dear Molly, your loving fnend, 

WIN JENKINS 

OrascOt Srpt 7 

Hemembor me, as usual, to Saul We are 
now I oming home, though not the nearest 
road 1 do suppose T shall find the kitten a 
fine boar at mv return 


ToSiuW^rkiN Phitlips, Bart ai Oxoa 

Di AB Knight,— Once more I tread upon 
English ground, y hich I like not the worse 
for the BIX weeks ramble 1 have made among 
the woods and mountains of Caledonia no 
ofFi lice to the land of ( akes, whtre bannocks 
{•rotL vpon ^traw I neicr saw my uncle in 
buth health and snints as he now enjoys 
liiddy .b perfectly recovered, and Mrs Tahi- 
tha has no reason to complain Net erthcless, 
1 belicic slve was, fdi vesUrdav, inchneil to 
give the w hole Scotch nation lo the devil, as 
a pack of niscnsiblc brutCb, upon whom her 
accoinph‘^hineiit‘j had been displayed mvaa* 
At cver\ place where we halted did she 
inoiiri^ the stage, and fiounehed hei rusty 
arms, w ithont being able to make one con- 
quest One of her labt Cbsa/s was against 
tile heart of Sir George Colquhoun, with 
wliom she fought all the \\ capons more than 
tw ice ov er She was grav e and gav by turns 
— she moralized and methodized — she laugh- 
ed, and romped, and danced, and sung, and 
Sighed, and ogled, and lisped, and fluttered, 
and flattered— «but all was preaching to the 
desert The baronet, being a well-bred man, 
earned his civilities as far as she could in 
conscience expect, and, if evil tongues are 
to be believed* some degrees farther , but he 
was too much a veteran m gallantry, as well 
as in war, to foil into any ambuscade that 
she could lay for his affection While we 
were absent in the Highlands, she practisSd 
^also upon tne laird of Ladrishmore, and even 
^ve him the rendezvous in the wood of 
Drumscailloch , but the laird had sucJi a rev- 
erend care of his own reputation, that he 
came attended with the parson of the pansh, 
and nothing passed but spmtual commomoa^ 
tions After all these miscaTnages, our 
aunt suddenly recollected Lieutenant Lisma- 


hago, whom, ever since 6ur first am vat at 
Edinburgh, she seemed toliave utterly forgot , 
but now she expressed her hopes of seeing 
him at Dumfries, according to his promise 
We set out from Glasgow by the way of 
Lanark, the county town of Clydesdale, in 
the neighbourhood of which the whole nver 
Clyde, rushing down a steep rock, forms a 
very noble and stupendems cascade Next 
day w'e were obliged to halt in a small bo- 
rough, until the carriage, which had received 
some damBjro, should be repaired , and here 
we met with an incident, whuh warmly m- 
I terested the benevolent spirit of Mr Bram- 
ble 

I As we stood at the window of an mu 
that fronted the public prison, a person arri- 
ved on horseback, genteelly, though plainly, 
dressed in a blue frock, with his own hait 
cut short, and a gold-laced hat upon his head 
Ahgli^ing, and giving his horse to the land- 
lord, he advanced to an old man who was ai 
work 111 paving the street, and accosted hirr 
in thi se wordto — “This is hard work ibrsuch 
an o^d man as you ” So saying, he took 
the instnmieiit out of hts hand, and began U> 
thnmp the pdvf'inent After a few strokes — 
“ Have you never a son,” said he, to ease 
you of this labour “ Yeb, an* please youi 
honour,” replied the senior, “ I have three 
liojieful lads , but, at present, they are out of 
the v\a} ” “Honour not me,” mod the 
stranger “ it more becomes me to honour 
V our gToy nairs Where aie those sons you 
talk of The ancient pavior said, hib eld- 
est son Wiih a captain in the East Indies, 
and i yoimgc st had lal(*I) enlisted as a sol- 
dier, m jiopt‘s of prospering hie his brother 
The geullt 'nan desiring to know w hat was 
become oi th(' second, he wiped his eyes 
and oa ned he had taken upon him his old 
father’s df btr, for which he was now in the 
prlbou liard by 

The traveller made tliree quick steps to- 
wards the gaol — then turning short-^“ Tell 
me,” said he, “ has that unnatural captain 
sent you nothing to relieve your distress 
“Call him not unnatural,” replied the other, 

“ God’s blessing be upon him ’ he sent me a 
great deal of money , but I made a bad use 
of It — l lost It by being security for a gen- 
tleman that was mv landlord, and was stnpt 
of all I had in the world besides ** At tha» 

I instant a young man, thrusting out his head 
and neck between two iron bars in the prison 
window% exclaimed, “ Father » father ’ if mv 
brotlior William is m life, that’s he ” “ f 
am ’ I am cned the stranger, clasping llw 
old man in his arms, and shading a flood of 
tears— “ I am your son Willy, sure enough 
Before the father, who was quite confound 
ed, could make any return to this tenderness, 
a decent old woman, bolting out from the 
door of a poor habitation, cried, “ Where is 
my baim where is my dear Willy'*” The 
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captain no aooner beheld her, than he quitted 
hia father, and ran into her embrace 
I can assure yoq, my uncles who saw and 
heard every thing that passed, was as much 
moved as any one of the parties concerned m 
this pathetic recognition He sobbed, and 
wept, and clapped his hands, and hallooed, 
and finally ran down into the street By 
this time the captain had retired with his 
parents, and all the inhabitants of the place 
were assembled at the door Mr Bramble, 
nevertheless, pressed through the crowd, 
and, entering the house, ** Captain,” said he, 
** I beg the favour of your acquaintance 1 
would have travelled a hundred miles to see 
this adTocfing scene , and 1 shall think my- 
self happy, if you and your parents will dine 
with me at the public house ” The captain 
thanked him for his kind invitation, which, 
he said, lie would accept with pleasure , but, 
m the mean time, he could not think eat- 
ing or dnnking, while his poor brother was 
in trouble He forthwith deposited a sum, 
equal to the debt, in the Imnds of the magis- 
trate, whu ventured to set his brother at 
liberty, without farther process, and then 
the whole Qiriuly repaired to the mn with my 
uncle, attended by the crowd, the individuals 
of which shook their townsman by the hand, 
while he returned their carea^t^j without 
the least sign of pride or afiedation 

This honest favourite of fortune, whose 
name was Brown, told my uncle, that he had 
'been bred a weaver, and, about eighteen 
years ago, had, from a spirit of idleness and 
dissipation, enlisted as a soldier in the ser- 
vice of the East India company that, m the 
course of duty, he had the good fortune to 
attract the notice and approbation of I^ord 
Olive, who preferred him from one step to 
another, till he had attained the rank of 
captain and paymaster to the regiment, in 
which capacities he had honestly 8 massed 
above tw’elve thousand pounds, and, -at the 
jieace, resigned his commission He had 
hcnt bevcral remittances to his father, who 
received tlie first only, consisting of one 
hundred pounds , the second had fallen into 
the hands of a baiikiupt , and the third had 
been consigned to a gentleman of Scotland, 
who died before it arrived, so that it still re- 
mained to he acc oiinted for by his executors 
He now presented the old man with hfty 
pounds for lus present occasions, over and 
above bank-notrs for one hundred, whu li he 
had deposited li>r his brother’s release He 
brought alnur^wjth him a deed ready exe- 
cuted, by which he beltled a perpetuity of 
fourscore pounds upon his parents, to be in- 
herited by the otht r two sons after their de- 
cease^ He promised to purchase a commiss- 
lott fbr his youngest brother, to take the 
other flB hre own partner in a manufacture 
which he mtends to set up, to give employ- 
ment and bread to the industrious , and to 


give five hundred pounds, by way of dower, 
to his sister, who had married a fanner m 
low circumstances Finally, he gave fifty 
pounds to the poor of the town where he 
was born, and feasted all the inhabitants 
Without exception 

My uncle was so charmed with the charac- 
ter of Captain Brown, that he drank Ins 
health three times successively at dinner 
He said, he was proud of his acquaintance , 
that he was an honour to Ins country, and 
had in some measure redeemed human na- 
ture from the reproach of pride, selfishness 
and ingratitude For my part, 1 was as much .. 
pleased with the modesty as with the filial 
virtue of tins honest soldier, who assumed 
no merit from Ins success, and said very lit- 
tle of his own transactions, though the an- 
swers he made to our inquiries were equally 
sensible and laconic Mrs Tabitha behaved 
very graciously to him, until she understood 
that he was going to make a tender of hib 
hand to a person of low estate, who had 
been his sweetheart while he worked as a 
journey man weaver Our aunt v\ as no sooner 
made ncquainted with this design, than she 
starched up her behaviour with a double por- 
tion of reserve , and, \\ hen the companv 
broke up, she observed, with a toss of her 
nO'»e, that Brown was a civil fellow enough 
considering the lowness of his ongm , but 
that Fortune, though sin had mended his 
circuiestarices, was incapable to raise bis 
ideas, which were still humble and plebeian 

On the day that succeeded this adventure, 
we wi'nt some inilo> out of our road to sec 
Drumlanrig, a seat belonging to the duke of 
Queensberry, w hii h appears like a magnifi- 
cent palace, erected by magic, in the midst 
of a vvildernefi*. It is indeed a princely 
mansion, with suitable parks and pJantations 
rendered still more striking by the nakedness 
f the surrounding country, which is one of 
the wildest tracks in all Scotland This 
wilderness, however, is different from that 
of the Highlands , for here the mount4uns, 
instead of heath, are covered with a fim 
green sward, affording pasture to mnumeraj 
blc flocks of sheep But the fleeces of this 
country, called Nithsdale, are not compara- 
ble to the wool of Grlloway, which is said 
to equal that of Salisbury plain Having 
passed the night at the castle of Drumlanrig, 
by invitation from the duke himself, who is 
one of the best men that ever breathed, we 
prosecuted our journey to Dumfries, a very 
elegant trading town near the borders oj* 
England, where we found plenty of good 
provieioB and excellent wme, at very rea-^ 
sonable pnees, and the accommodation as 

f >od in all respects as in any part of South 
ntam If I was confined to Scotland for 
life, I would choose Dumfries as the place 
of my residence Here we made inquines 
about Captain Lismahago, of whom hearing 
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no tidings, we proceeded by the Solway derstaudiog that Lismabago^s real reason for 
frith to Carlisle You must know, that the leaving Scotland was the impossibility of 
Solway sands, upon which travellers pass at subsisting in it with any decency upon tlie 
low water, are exceedingly dangerous, be- wretched provision of a subaltern’s half pa) 
cause, as the tide makes, they become quick began to be warmly interested on the hide 
m diflerent places, and the flood rushes in so of conipassioii He thought it very hard 
impcteously, that passengers are often over- th4t a gentleman, who had served lus coun, 
taken by the sea, and peiish try with honour, should be driven by necess* 

In crossing these treacherous syrtes with it^ to spend his old age among the refuse 
a guide, we perceived a drowned horse, of mankind, in siuh a roinoto part of the 
which Humphry Clinker, after due inapec- world He discoursed with me upon the 
tion, declared to be the very identical beast j subject, ob'^erving, that he would willingly 
which Mr liismahago rode when he parted offer the lieutenant an asylum at Brambleton- 
with us at Foltonbndge in Northumberland hall, if he did not foresee that his singularities 
•This information, which serrned to ihtimate and humour of contradiction would render 


that our hiend the houtenaut had shared the 
fate of his horse, affected us all, and above 
all our aunt Tabitlia, who shed salt t^ars, 
and obliged Clinker to p'lll a few hairs out of 
the dc id horse’s tail, to be worn in a ring as 
a rpincinbranoc of his master But her gnof 
and ours was not of long duration , for one 
of the first p'isons wo saw in Carlisle was 
the liuuteiinnt m pro^na persona^ bargain- 
ing With a hoibO-deal* r for another steed, in 
the yard of the inn w here wo alighted Mrs 
Brimblt was the first tliat perci ived him, 
and sen amed as if she had soon a ghost , 
and, truly, at a propf r time and place, ho 
might very well have passed for an inhabit- 
ant of anoUior world, ter he was more 
meagre and grim than before We received 
him the rnon coidially lor having •supposed 
lie had been drowned , and he was not defi- 
cient m e\pr(&sions of satisfaction at this 
mccluig Ue told us ho had inquired fur us ^ 
at Dumfries, and been informed by a travel- 
ling men Iiant from Gldsgow,That we had re- 
solved to return by the way of Coldstream 
He Slid, that, in passing the sands without 
a guide, lus horse had knocked up, and he 
himH( it mu -it Lave pc rished, it he had not 
bueu providenliallv relieved by a return post- 
(haipo He, moreover, gave us to under- 
>!»tand, that his scheme of settling in his own 
country having miscarried, be was so far on 
his way to Ijondon, with a view to embark 
for North America, whe^’c he intended to 
pass the rest of his days among his old friends 
the Miairiis, and amuse himself in finishing 
the education of the son he had by his be- 
loved Squmkinacoosta 
This project w^as bj no means agreeable 
to our good aunt, who expatiated upon the 
fatigues and dangers that would attend such 
a long voyage by sea, aud afterwards such a 
tedious journey by land She enlarged par- 
ticularly on the risk he would run, with R*- 
spect to the concerns of his precious soul, 
among savages who bad not yet received the 
glad tidings of salvation, and slie hinted, 
ttiat his abandoning Great Britain might, 
perhaps, prove fatal to the inclinations of 
some deserving person, whom he was quali- 
fied to make happy for life My uncle, who 
IS really a Don Quixote m generosity, an* 


him an intolerable house-mate, though his 
conversation at limes might be both in- 
structive and entertaining, but, as there 
seemed to be something jiarlicular in his 
attention to Mrs Tabitha, be and I agreed in 
opinion, that tins inltTcourse should be en- 
couraged, and improved, it possible, into a 
niatrimonial union , in which case there 
would be a comfortable provision for both , 
tiiid they might he settled in a bouse of their 
own, bo that Mr Bramble should have no 
more of their eoinpany than he desired 
In pursuance* of this design, Jasmabago 
has been invited to pass the winter at Bram- 
blelon-ba!l, as it will be tune enough to ex- 
ecute hi8 American project in the spring 
He has taken time to consider of this pro- 
posal , meanwhile he wdl keep us company 
as far as we travel m the road to Bristol, 
wdiere he has hopes of getting a passage for 
America I make no doubt but that lie vvift 
postpone hib voyage, and prosecute his ad- 
dresses to a happy consummation , and sure, 
if it produces any fruit, it must be of a very 
peculiar flavour As the weather continues 
favourable, I believe we shall take the Peak 
of Derbyshire and Buxton wells in our way 
At any rate, from the first place where we 
make any stay, you shall hear again from 
yours always, J MELFORD 

Carlnlef Sept 12 


To De Lewie 

Dear Doctor, — The peasantry of Scot- 
land are certainly on a poor footing all over 
the kingdom , and y et they look better, and 
are better clothed, than those of the same 
rank in Burgundy, and many other places 
of France and Italy , nay, I will venture to 
sav they are better fed, notwithstanding the 
boasted wme o't these foreign countries 
The country people of North Britain live 
chiefly on oatmeal, and milk-chc^se, butter, 
and some garden stufiT, with now and then a 
pickled herring, by w ay of debt aey but flesh- 
meat they seldom or never taste, nor any 
kind of strong liquor, except twopenny, at 
times of uncommon festivity Th^ ir break- 
fast IS a kind of hasty pudding of oatmeal, 
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or eaten with milk They have 

oommonly pottage to dinner, composed of 
caJe or cole, leeks, barley or hig, and butter, 
and this is reinforced with bread, and cheese 
made of skimmed milk At night they sup 
on BOwens or flummery of oatmeal In a 
scarcity of oats they use the meal of barley 
and pease, which is both nourishing and 
palatable Some of them have potatoes 
and you find parsnips in every peasant’s gar* 
den They are clothed with a coarse kind 
of russet of their own making, which is both 
decent and warm They dwell in poor huts 
built of loose stones and turf, without any 
mortar, having a fire-place or hearth in the 
middle, generally made of an old mill stone, 
tind a hole at top to let out the smoke 
These people, however, are c ontent, and 
wonderfully sagacious All of them read the 
Bible, and are even qualified to dispute upon 
the articles of their faith, which, in those 
parts I have boen, is entirely preshyt^ nan 
1 am told that the inhabitants of Aberdeen- 
shire arc still more acute I once knew a 
Scotch gentleman at London, who had de- 
clared war against this part of his country, 
and swore that the impudence and knavery 
of the Scotch in that quarter had brought a 
reproach upon the whole nation 
The river Clyde, above Glasgow, is quite 
pastoral, and the banks of it are everywhere 
adorned with fine villas From the sea to 
Its source, we may reckon the seats of many 
families oi the first rank, such as the duke 
of Argyll at Rosencatb, the earl of Bute in 
the isle of that name , the earl of Glenrairii 
at Finlayston, Lord Blantvre at Arcskine, 
the duchess of Douglas at Bothwell, the duke 
of Hamilton at Hamilton, the duke of Doug- 
las at Douglas, and the earl of Ilyndford at 
Carrnuhael Hamilton is a noble palace, 
magnificently furnished , and hard by is the 
village of that name, one of the neatest little 
towns 1 have seen in any country The old ' 
castle of Douglas being burnt to the ground | 
by accident, the late duke resolved, as head 
of the first family m Scotland, to have the 
largest house in the kingdom, and ordered a 
plan for this purpose but there was only 
one wing of it finished when he died It is 
to be hoped that his nephew, wlio is now in*' 
possession o* his groat fi>rtunp, will complete 
the design of his predecessor Clydesdale is 
m general populous and nih, containing a 
great number of gentlemen, who arc inde- 
pendent in their fortune, but it produces 
more cattle than corn This is also the case 
With Tweeddalc, through part of which we 
passed, and Nidsdale, which is generally 
Tough, wild and mountainous These hilte 
are coi^ered with sheep and this is the small 
delicious mutton, so much preferable to that 
of tfoe London market. As their feeding 
costa so little, the bheep are not killed till i 
five years old, Wlien their flesh, juices and ' 
flavour are in perfection , but their fleeces ' 


are much damaged by the tar with which 
they are smeared to preserve them from the 
rot in winter, during which they run wild night 
and day, and thousands arc lost under huge 
wreaths of snow *Tis a pUy the farmers 
cannot contrive some means to shelter this 
useful animal from the inclemencies of a 
rigorous climate, especially from the perpe- 
tual rams, whu h are more prejudicial than 
the gff atest extremity of cold weather 
On the httio river Nid, is situated the 
^castle of Drumlanng, one of the noblest seats 
in Great Britain, befimging to the duKe of 
Queensberry, one of those few noblemen 
whose goodness of heart does honour to 
human nature I shall not preterd to enter 
into a description of this palace, which is 
really an instance of the sublime in magni- 
ficence, as well as in situation, and puts one 
m mind of the beautiful city of Palmyra, 
rising like a vision in the midst of the wil- 
derness Ills grai e keeps open house, and 
lives with great splendour Hc' did us the 
honour to receive us with great courtesy, 
and detain us all night, together with above 
twenty other guests, with all their servants 
and horses, to a very considerable num- 
ber 7’he duchess was equally gracious, and 
took our ladies under her immediate pro- 
tection The longer I live, I see more rea- 
Boii to believe that prejudices of education 
are never wholly eradicated, even when they 
are discovered to be erroneous and absurd 
Such habits of thinking as interest the grand 
passions, cleave to the human heart in such 
a manner, that though an effort of reason 
may force them from theur hold for a mo- 
ment, this violence no sooner ceases, than 
they resume their grasp with an increased 
elasticity and adhesion 

I am led into this reflection bj what pass- 
ed at the duke’s table after supper The 
conveiisation turned upon the vulgar notions 
of spirits and omens, that prevail among the 
commonalty of 'North Britain, and all the 
company agreed that nothing could be more 
ridiculous One gentleman, however, told 
a remarkable story of himself, by way of 
spe culatioh “ Being on a party of hunting 
111 the north,” said he, “ I resolved to visit an 
old fnend, whom I had not seen for twenty 
years, — so long be had been retired and se- 
questered from all his acquaintance, and lived 
in a moping melancholy way, much aflSicted 
with lowness of spirits, occasioned by the 
death of his wife, whom he loved with un- 
common affection As he resided in a re- 
mote part of the country, and we were five 
gentlemen, with as many servants, we ear- 
ned some provision with us from the next 
market town, lest we should find him unpre- 
pared for our reception The roads being 
bad, we did not arrive at the house till two 
o’clock in the afterntc*on, and were agree- 
ably surprised to find a \erv good dinner 
ready in the kitchen , and the cloth laid wit' 
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BIX covers My friend luinself appeared in 
iuB best apparel at the gate, and received us 
with open arms, telling me he had been ex- 
pecting us these two hours Astonished at 
this declaration, 1 asked who had given him 
intelligence of our coming , and he smiled, 
without making any other reply However, 
presuming upon our former intimacy, 1 af- 
terwards insisted upon knowing , and he told 
me, very gravely, he had Seen me in a vision 
of the second sight Nay, he called m the 
evidence of his steward, who solemnly de- 
clared, that his master had the day before 
apprised him of my coming with four other 
strangers, and ordered him to pro** de accord- 
ingly , m consequence of which intimation 

• he had prepared the dinner which we were 
now eating, and had laid the covers accord- 
ing to the number foretold Tlie incident 
we all owned to be remarkable, and I en- 
deavoured to account for rt by natural means 

• I observed, that as the old gentleman was of 
a visionary turn, the casual idea or remem- 
brance of Ins old friend, might suggest those 
circumstances which accident haci for once 

. rcalirod , but that m all probability he had 
seen mail} visions of the same kind, which 
were never verified None of the company 
directly dissented from my opinion , but from 
the objections that were hinted, I could 
plainly perceive, that the majority were per- 
buaded there wms something more extraordi- 
nary m the case 

Another gentleman of the company, ad- 
dressing hmifeeil to me, — “ Without all 
doubt,*' said lie, a diseased imagination is 
very dpt to produce visions , but we must 
hnd some oilier method to a( count foi some- 
thing of this kind that happened within 
till, se eight days in my neighbourhood A 
gcntlemdii of a good family, who cannot be 
deemed a \isionary in any sense of the word, 
was, near his own gate, in the twilight, visit- 
ed by Ins grandfather, who has been dead 
these fifteen years The spectre was mount- 
ed seemingly on the very horse he used to 
nde, with an angry and terrible countenance, 
and said something, whmn his giaridaon, in 
tjio confusion of h'o fear, vould not under- 
stand But tins wa«! not all he lifted up a 
hugo liorse-whip, and applied it with great 
violence to his back and shoulders, on vrhich 
1 saw the impression with my own eyes 
The apparition was afterwards seen by the 
sexton of the pansli, hovering about the 
tomb where his bod> lies interred , as the 
man declared to several persons in the vil- 
lage, before he knew what had happened ft) 
the gentleman Nay, he actually came to 
^ne, os a justice of llie peace, in order to 
make oath of these particulars, which, how- 
ever, 1 declined administering As for the 
grandson of the defunct, he is a sober, sen- 
sible, worldly-minded fellow, too intent upon 
scliemes of interest to give into revqnes He 
would have willingly concealed the affair | 


but he bawled out in the first transports of 
his fear, and running into the house, exposed 
his back and his sconce to the whole family , 
so that there was no denying it in the sequel 
It IB now the common discourse of the coun- 
try, that this appearance and behaviour of 
the old man's spirit portends some great ca- 
lamity to the family , and the good woman 
has actually taken to her bed in this appre- 
hension ” 

Though I did not pretend to explain this 
lystery, I said 1 did not at all doubt but it 
^ould one day appear to be a deception , 
and, m all probability, a scheme executed by 
some enemy of the person w^ho had sustain- 
ed the assault but still the genth man in- 
s}^ed upon the clearness of the evidciicp, 
and the concurrence of testimony, by which 
two creditable witnesses, without having any 
communication one with anotJier, affirmed 
the appearance of the sumo man, with whose 
perhoif they were both well acquainted 
Prom Drumlunrig we pursued the course 
of the Nid to Dumfries, which stands several 
miles above the place where the river falls 
into the sOd ami i% aRcr Glasgow, the 
haudsomc<?t town I have seen in »Scotland 
The inhabitant^* indeed, seem lo have pro- 
posed that city dfc their model , not only m 
beautityiiig their town and regulating its po- 
1k e, but also in prosecuting their schemes of 
tomincree and manufarture, by which they 
are grown rich and opulent 

We re-entered England by the wav of 
f/arhsle, whore wi* acddontally met willi our 
friend Libmaluago, ivhoni we had m vain lu- 
juired after at Dumfries and other places 
It would >oom that tht captain, like the pro- 
phets of old, lb but little lionourcd in his own 
(ountry, which he li’ib now renounced for 
ever "lie gave me the foMowing particulars 
of bis vi**^ to his nativt boil In his way to 
the place of hit* nativity, he learned that Ins 
nephews had m<irricd the dauglftcr of a bour- 
geois, who directed a wfaving manufacture, 
and had gone into partnerbhip with his lather- 
in law chagriru d witti this mlormation, tie 
had arrived at the gate m the twilight, where 
he heard the sound ol treddles in the great 
hall, vs Inch had exasperated him to such a 
degree, that ho had like to have lost hi^ 
benseb while he Wd=i thus transported with 
indignation, his nephew chanced to come 
forth, wdicn, being no longer master of hie 
pasbion, he cried, — “ Degenerate rascal you 
have made my father’s house a den of 
thieves and at the same time chastised 
him with Ins liorse-whip , then, riding round 
the adjoining village, heJiad visited the bury- 
ing-grouiid of his ancobtors by moon-hglit , 
and, having paid his respects to their manes, 
travelled all night to aaothei part of ibo 
country Finding the head of hie family in 
hiich a disgraceful bituution, all ins own 
mends dead or removed from the places of 
their former residence, and the expensp of 
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Lving increased to double of what it bud 
bt^en when he drat loR his native country, h( 
had bid it an eternal adieu, and was detei 
mined to seek for repose among the forests 
o| America 

I was no longer at a loss to account toi 
the apparition, which had been described at 
Orumlanng , and when I repeated the story 
to the lieutenant, he was much pleased tc 
think hiB resentment had been so much mon 
eifectual than he intended , and he owned 
he might, at such an hour, and m such a 
equipage, very well pass for the ghost 
his father, whom he was said greatly to 
resemble Between friends, 1 fanr y Libma 
hago will find a retreat without going so ^ 
as the wigwams ot the Miamis My s'btgr 
Tabby is making continual advances to him 
m the way of affection , and, if I may trus 
to appearances, the captain is dibposed t 
take opportunity by the forelock For my 
part, I mtend to encourage this ^orres 
pondence, and shall be glad to see their 
united In that case we shall find a way t 
settle them comfortably in our own neigh 
bourhood 1 and my servants will get nd o 
a vciy troublesome and tyrannic govemante 
and I shall have the benefit of Lismahago’i 
conversation, without being obliged to lak< 
more of his company than I desire , fo 
though an olia is a higli-fiavoured dish, 
could not bear to dine upon it ever> day o 
my life 

I am much pleased with Mancbestei , wine 
IS one of the moat agreeable and fiounshin^ 
towns 111 Great Britain , and 1 perceive, tha 
this is the place winch hath aminatcd th 
spirit and suggested the tluef manufacture 
of Glasgow Wc propose to visit Chats 
worth, 3ie Peak and Button, from wine 
last place wo shall proceed directly liomi 
wards, though by easy ]ourneys II the sea 
son has been as favourable in Wales as ii 
the north, your harvest is happily finished 
and we have nothing leit to think ot but ou 
October, of wdiich let Barnes be properly rc 
nmded \ou will find me much bettei i 
f! 'sh tlian 1 was at our partuig , and this 
short separation has given a neiv edge to 
those scutimentfe of friendship with which f 
always have been, and ever shall be, vours, 
MATT BRAMfiLE 

Manchester^ Sept 15 


To Mas Gwyllim, HonsEREaraa at 
Biiambi eton-Hax.l 

Mas Gwvllim, — It lias pleased Provi- 
dence to bring us safe back to Englandi and 
pB^rtake us m many pearls ly land and water, 
m fwirticular, the DeviVs Harse a pike and 
hole, which hath got no bottom , 
ana as we arc drawing huomwards, it may be 
fq-oper to apprise you, that Brantbleton-haU 
my be UL £ condiUon to receive us, after tikis 


long journey to the islands of Scotland By 
the first of next month you may begin to 
make constant fires in my brother's chamber 
and mine and burn a taggot every day in 
the yellow damask room , have the tester 
and curtains dusted) and the feather-bed and 
matfoeses well haired, because, perhaps, 
with the blessmg of heaven, they may be 
yused on some occasion l^t the ould hogs- 
head be well skewered and seasoned for 
bear, as Mat is resolved to have his seller 
choak-fool 

If the house was mine, I would turn over 
a new leaf 1 don’t sec why the sarvants of 
Wales shouldn't drink fair water, and eat hoc 
cakes and barley cale, as they do in Sco*^- 
knd, without troubling tlic botcher above 
once a-quarter I hope you keep arcunt of 
Roger's purseeding in reverein e to the but- 
tcr-milk I expect my due when I come 
huom, without baiting an Fll assure 
you As you must lia\ e layed a great many 
more eggs than would be eaten, I do suppobe 
there is a power of turks, chickings and guz- 
zling about the house , and a brave kargo of 
cheese ready fer market, and that the owl 
has been sent to (/rickhowel, saving wliat 
the maids spun in the family 

Pray lot the whole house and fiunitnrf 
have a through clcduiug from top to bot- 
tom, foi the honour of Wales , and let Roger 
scorch into and make a general cleariUice 
of the slit holes which the maids have le 
secret, for I know they are much given tc 
sloth and uncloiiuiess I hope you have 
worked ii reformation among thorn, as 1 ex 
horted you in my last, and set their heartt 
upon belter things than they can find in 
junkitting and caterwauling with the follow f 
of the country 

As for Win Jenkins, she has undergone j 
perfect metamurphysis, and is become a new 
creeter from the ammunition of Huinphrj 
Clinker, our new footman, a pious youn^ 
man, who has laboured exceedingly, thai 
she luiglil bring forth fruits of refientauce ] 
make no doubt but he will take the sarm 
I pains wath that pert hussy Mary Jones, am 
all of you, and that he may have pow^] 
given to penetrate and instil his goodness 
even into your most inward parts, is th 
fervent prayer of, your friend in the spirit, 
TAB BRAMBLE 

Sept 18 


To Dr Lewis 

c 

Dear Lewis, — Lismohago is more para 
doxical than ever Tiie late gulp he had o' 
his native air, seems to have blown fres 
spirits into all his polemical faculties 
congratulated him the other day on the pre 
sent flourishingf state of his country, observ 
mg, that the Scotch were now m a fair wa' 
to wipe off the national reproach of poverty 
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and expree&ing my eatisfdction at the happy 
effects of the umon, so conspicuous in the 
improvement of their agriculture, commerce, 
manufactures and manneis The lieutenant, 
screwing up his features into a look of dis- 
sent and disgust, commented on my remark» 
to this effect “Those who reproach a na- j 
lion for its poverty when it is not owing to 
rhe profligac y or vice of the people, deserve 
no answer The Lacedemonians were poorer 
than the Scotch, when they took the lead 
among all the free states of C recede, mik 
were esteemed above thorn all for their 
\ alour and their virtue The most respect- 
able heroes of ancient Rome, Luch as Fabri- 
cius, Cincinnatus and Rogulus, were poorer 
than the poorest freeholder in Scotland , and 
there are at tins dav individuals m North 
Britain, one of whom < an produce more gold 
and silvei than the whole republic of Rome 
<ould raise at tho&c tlmel^ when their publu 
virtue shone with unrivalled lustre, and 
poverty was so fai fiom being a reproach, 
that It added fresh lam els to her fame, be* 
cause It indicated a noble contempt of wealth, 
which Wiis proof against all the arts of coi- 
ruption If povcity be a ^ubioct of reproach, 
it follow*b, that wealth is the obiecl of es- 
♦c-'in and venerdtion In that case there 
are Jews and othcia. in Amsterdam and Lon- 
don, ennehed bv usury, peculation and differ- 
ent fciKjcies of fraud and e\tortimi, v ho are 
more estimable than the most virtuniN and 
illustrious members of the comiminity, an 
absurdity wh'ch no man in his senses will 
offer to maintan Riches are certainly no 
pi oof of merit nay, they are often (if not 
most commonly) acquired by peisoii^ of sor- 
did minds and mean talents nor do the} give 
any intrinsic worth to the possessor , but, on 
»ne contiary, tend to pen eit hiv undci stand- 
ing, and rendei his morals more depraved 
But, planting that poverty were really mat- 
ter of reproach, it cannot he justly imputed 
to Scotland No country is poc'r that can 
‘‘Upply its inhabitants with the necessaues 
of life, and even afford article^ for e poita* 
tio’i Scotland is rich in nat iiral adv antages , 
•it produces every species of provision in 
abundance, vast herds of cattle, and floiks 
of sheep, with a great number of horses , 
prodigious quantities of wool and flax, and 
plenty of copse wood, and m some parts L^gc 
forests of timber The earth is still more rich 
Dclow than above tlie •=^urfkcc It yields inex- 
haustible stores of codi, free-stoQO, marble, 
lead, iron, copper and silver, with some g^Id 
The sea abounds with excellent fish, and salt 
to cure tliem for exportation , and there ar^ 
creeks and harbours round tho whole king- 
dom, ftn the convenience and security of 
navigation The fico of the country dis- 
plays a surprising number of cities, towns 
villas and villages, swarming with people 
and there seems to be no want of art, indus- 
try, government and pohee Such a king- 
5 X* e2 


dom never can be called poor, in any sense 
of tJie word, though there may be many 
others rnoie povverful and opulent But the 
proper use of those advantages, and the pre- 
rent prospt n } of tlie fi?rotcb, you seen to 
derive fiom the union of the two kingdoms ” 
I said, I suppose lie would not deny that 
the appea’-ance of the country was inucli 
mended, that the poopV lived better, had 
more trade, and a greater ouantity of money 
circulating since the union, Mi.in before “ I 
may safely admit thc'^e premises,” answered 
the lieutenant, “without suliscfibing to your 
inference The difference \ou mention, I 
should take to bo the natural progress of im- 
provement Smt e that period, other nations, 
such as the Swedes, the Dines, and, in par- 
ticular, the From ri, have greatly increased 
in commerce, without any such cause assign- 
ed Before the union, there was a remark- 
able spirit of trade among ♦no Scotch, as ap- 
peartd in tlie case of their Darien company , 
in which tiv^y had embarked no less tlian 
four hundred thousand pounds sterling, and 
in the fioun^^hmg state of the maiitime towns 
in Fife, and on the (*asleni coast, enriched 
by their tridc with Fraiicc, which failed m 
consequeiK o of the union The only solid 
common lal advantage reaped from that rnea- 
sun*, was the pnvdege of trading to the 
riiigli‘-h ulaTitations , ycl, evcepting Glasgow 
and Dumtnos, 1 don’t know anv other Scotch 
towns concerned in tha^ trathi In oMiei 
ie*Npf*<ts, I concf vo, the Scotru were losers 
hy the union They lost the independency 
of thur flio gieatcst pi op of national 
spiiit , th<’v lo*-! then parliament, and their 
court*- of ju tice were subjected to the revis- 
ion and SI premacy of an Huglish tribunal ” 
“SoiUv, f ap^am,” cried 1, “ you caiimn be 
said to have lost you own parliament, while 
y HI are i^pres^ntj d in that ol Great Britain ’* 

“ True,” said he, with a sarcastic grm, “in 
debates of national competition, the sixteen 
peeis and foTiy-fiie tomrnoners of Scotland 
must make a formukiblo figure in the scale, 
against the w^holt English legislature ” Be 
that as it may,” I observed, “while 1 had 
the honour 1o sit m the lower house, the 
Scotch inenibers had always the majority on 
their «*ide ” “ I imdersttind you, sir,” said 
he , “ they genora^’^ side With the majority , 
60 much t K w'oi se for their constituents But 
even this evil is not the worst they ha\ e •uns- 
tained by the union Tiieir trade has been 
saddled witli gr’evous impositions, and every 
nrtich of living severely taxed, to pay the 
Intel est of erormous debts, contracted by the 
Eiighsli, in support of measures and connec- 
tions in which the Scotch lud no intercut 
nor concern 1 begged he would at Ica'-t 
allow, that, by the imion, the Scotch were 
admitted to all the privileges and immunities 
of English subjects , by winch nieanh multi- 
tudes of them were provided for m the army 
ornav}yand got fortunes iri diflerert parts 




SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS 


434 


of England and itb dominions “ All therte,” 
said he, “ become English subjects to all m- 
tefits and purpobos, iind are m a great mea- 
sure lost to their mother country The spirit 
of rambling and adventure has been always 
pet uliar to the natives of Scotland If they 
had not met with encouragement in Eng- 
land, they would have served and settled, as 
formerly, in other countries, such as Afus- 
covy, Sweden, Denmark, Poland, Germany, 
Prance, Piedmont, and Italy, in all which 
nations their descendants continue to flourish 
even at this day ” 

By this time my patience began to fail, 
and 1 exclaimed, — <‘For God’s sake what 
has England got by this union, which, you 
say, has been so productive of niitfortune to 
the Seotch *” “ Great and manifold are the 

advantages which England derives from the 
union,” said Lismahago, in a solemn tone 
** hfbt and foremost, the settlement of the 
protestant succession, a point wJnrIi thedSng- 
lish ministry drove with such eagerness, that 
no stone was lefl unturned to cajole and bribe 
a few leading men, to cram the union down 
the throats of tJie Scottish nation, who were 
surprisingly averse to the expedient They 
giined bv it a con^^iderablc addition of terri- 
tory, extending their dominion to the sea on 
all sides ot the ibland, theieby bhuttmir up 
all back-doors against the enterprises oi their 
enemies They got an acet ssion ol above 
a imlhon of uselul subjects, conbtituting a 
never-failing nursery of Fearneii, boldiers, 
labourers and rncchatncb , a most \ aluablc 
accpiisitiou to a trading country, exposed to 
foreign wars, and obliged to maintain a num- 
ber of settlements m all the four quarters of 
the globe In the course of toven ycais, 
dimng the lust war, Scotland fuinibhed the 
English army and navy with seventy thou- 
sand men, over and above those who mi- 
grated to Ihcir colonies, or mingled w^th 
them at home iii the civil departments of life 
'rius vxa^' a very coiibiderable and seasonable 
supply to a nation, whose people had been 
for many years deei easing in numbei, and 
whose lands and manufactures were actually 
sudeiiiig foi want of hands I need not re- 
mind jou ot the hackneyed maxim, that to a 
nation in such circumstances, a supply of 
industnous people is a supply of w^ealth , nor 
repeat an observation, which is now received 
as an eternal truth, even among the English 
themselves, that the Scotch who settle in 
South Britain are remarkably sober, orderly 
and mdubtrious ” 

I allowed the truth -of this remark, adding, 
that» by tlioir industry, economy Siid circum- 
spection, many of them in England, as well 
as in Jier colonics, amassed large fortunes, 
with which they returned to their own coun- 
try, and tins was so much lost to South Bru 
tain ^‘Give me leave, sir,” said hc, “to 
assure yocu that m your fact you are mis- 
taken» and ui your deduction erroneous 


Not one in two hundred that leave Scotland 
ever returns to settle in his own country^ 
and the few that do return, carry thither 
notlimg that can possibly dimmish tho stock 
of South Britain , for none of their treasure 
stagnates in Scotland There is a continual 
circulation, like that of the blood m tlie hu- 
man body, and England is the heart, to which 
all the streams which it distributes arc re- 
funded and returned, nay, in consequence 
of that luxury, which our connection with 
jjSngland hath greatly encouraged, if not in- 
trodiiecdi all the produce of our lands, and 
all the profits of our trade, are engrossed by 
the natives of South Britain , for you will ' 
find that the exchange between the two king- 
doms 18 always against Scotland, and that 
she retains neither gold nor silver sufficient 
for her own circulation The Scotch, not 
content with their own manufactures and 
produce, which would very well answer all 
necessary occasions, seem to vie with each 
other m purchasing superfluities from Eng- 
land, such as broad cloth, velvets, stuffs, 
Bilks, lace, furs, lewcls, furniture of all sort*', 
sugar, rum, tea, chocolate and coffee , in a • 
word, not only every mode of the most ex- 
travagant luxury, but even many articles of 
convenience, which they might find as good, 
and much cheaper, in ihcir own country 
For all these particulars, England, 1 con- 
ceive, may touch about one million bterling 
a-ycar I don’t pre^tend to make an exact 
calculation , ]k rhaps it may be sorriething 
less, and piTliaps n great deal more The 
annual revenue aribing from all fhe puvate 
estates of Sco<ldnd cannot fall short of a 
million sterling , and I should imagine their 
trade will amon it to as much more I know 
the linen manufacturo alone returns near halt 
a million, exclusive of the home consumption 
of that article If, thciefore, North Britain 
pays a balance of a million annually to Eng- 
land, I insist upon it, that c ountry is more 
vyiuablc to her, in the way of commerce, 
tnan unv colony in her possession, over and 
above the other advantages which I have 
specified , theretorc, they are no friends either 
to England or to truth, who affect to dopre-,. 
cate the noilhern part of the united king- 
dom 

1 must own, I was at first a little nettled 
to find myself schooled in so many particu- 
lars Though T did not receive dl his as- 
sertions as gospel, I was not prepared to 
refute them , and I cannot help now acqui- 
escing m his reniarks, so far as to thmk^ 
that the contempt for Scotland, which pre- 
vails too much on this side of the Tweed, is 
founded on prejudice and error After some** 
recollection,— Well, captain,” said J, ” you 
have argued stoutly for the importance of 
your own country * for my part, I have such 
a regard for our fellow-subiects of North 
Bntam, that I should be glad to bee the day 
when your jw^asaols can afford to give all 
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their oats to their cattle, hogs and poultry, 
and indulge themselves with good wheaten 
loaves, instead of such poor, unpalatable and 
inflammatory diet ” Here again I brought 
myself intoapremunire with the disputatious 
Caledonian He said, he hoped he should 
never see the common people lifted out of 
that splierc for which they were intended by 
nature and the course of things , that the> 
might have some reaflbn to complain of their 
bread, if it were mixed, like that of Norway, 
with savv dust and flsh bones but that oat> 
meal was, he apprehended, as nourishing 
and salutary as wheat flour, and the Scotch 
in general thought it at least as savoury 
He affirmed, that a mouse, which, in the 
article of self-preservation, might be supposed 
to act from infallible instinct, would always 
prefer oats to wheat, as appeared from ex- 
perience , for, in a place where there was a 
parcel of each, that animal had never begun 
to teed upon the latter till all the oats were 
consumed For their nutritive <juality, he 
appealed to the hale, rnhust constitutions of 
the people, who lived thicfly upon oatmeal 
and, instead ot being inflammatory, he as- 
serted, that it was cooling, subacid, balsamic 
and mucilaginous, insomuch, that, in all 
niflanimatory distempers, recourse was had 
to water-gruel and flummery made of oat- 
meal ” 

“ At least,” said I, “ give me leave* to wish 
them such a degree of commerce a*? may 
enable them to follow tlieir own iiu linatious ” 
“Heaven forbid'” cj’ied this philosopher 
“ Woe be to that nation where the lUiltitude 
1 ^ at 1 berty to follow their own nu luiatious ' 
Commerce is undoubtedly a blessing, w hde 
restrained within its proper cliaiinels, but a 
glut of wealth brings along wolh it a glut ol 
evils it brings false taste, false appetite, 
false wants, ])rofusion, venality, contempt 
of order, engendering a spirit of licentious- 
ness, insolence and faction, that keeps the 
community m < ontinuul ferment, and in tune 
destroys all the distinctions of civil soc lety , 
bo that universal anarchy and uproar must 
ensue Will any sensible man affirm, that 
Ac national advantages of opulence are to 
be sought on tliese terms No, sure , — ^but 
I am one of those who think, that, by proper 
regulations, commerce may produce every 
national beneflt, without the allay of such 
concomitant evils ” 

So much for the dogmata of my friend 
Lismahago, whom I describe the more cir- 
cumstantially, os I firmly believe ho will 
up hiB rest in Monmouthshire Yesterday, 
.while I was alone with him, he obkod, in 
some confusion, if I should have any objec- 
tion to the success of a ^ntleman and a 
soldier, provided he should be so fortunate 
os 10 engage my sister’s affection I an- 
swerwi, without hesitation, that my sister 
was old enough to fudge for herself, and that 
I should be very far from disapproving any 


resolution she might take in his favour IJis 
e>cs sparkled at this declaration He de- 
clared, he should think himself the happiest 
man on caith to be connected with my family , 
and that he should never be weary of giving 
me pi oofs of his gratitude and attachment 
I suppose Tabby and he are already agreed , 
in which cose we bhall have a wedding at 
Brambloton-hall, and you shall give away 
the bride It is the ItMbt thing you ran do, 
by way of atonement for your former cruelty 
t«> that poor love-sick maiden, who has been 
so long a thorn in the side of yours, 

MATT BRAMBLE 

Sept 20 

We have been at Buxton , but, as I did 
not much relish the company or the accom- 
modations, and had no occasion for the 
water, we staid but two nights in the place 


To SIr W ATKIN Phillips, Bart \t Oxon 

Dear Wat, — Ad ventures begin to thick- 
en as we advance to the southci^ard l^sina- 
hago has now professed himself thi^ admirer 
of our aunt, and ctiriic on his addresses un- 
der the sanction of her brotlicrV approbation , 
so that we shall certainly have a wedding by 
Christmas T should be glad you was present 
at the nuptials, to help rnt to throw the stoc k- 
ing, and perform olhci ceremonies pecuhai 
to the occasion I am sure it will be pro- 
ductive of some diversion, and, trul>, it 
would be worth your while tc come across 
the country on purpose to sec two such ori- 
ginal hgurcs in bed together, with their laced 
night-caps , he the emblem of good cheer, 
and she the picture of good nature All this 
agreeable pio'^peit was clouded, and had 
well nigh vanished entirely, in consequence 
of a litc misunderstanding between the fu- 
ture brolhtrs-in-lavv, which, however, is 
now happily lemovcd 

A tew dll} s ago rny uncle and I, going to 
visit a relation, met with Lord Oxmington at 
his house, who a<5ked us to dme with him 
next day, and we accepted the imitation 
Accordingly, having our women under the 
care ol Captain Lismahago, at the inn where 
we had lodged the preceding night, in a little 
town, about a mile f oin his lordship s dwell- 
ing, wc w ent at the hour appointed, and had 
a fashionable meal, served up with much os- 
tentation, to a company of about a dozen 
persons, none of whom we had ever seen 
bt'fore His lordship is much more remark- 
able for bis pnde and caprice, than for hi-^ 
hospitality and understanding , and, indeed, 
It appeared that he considered his guests 
merely as objects to shine upon, so as to re- 
flect the lustre of hia own magnificence 
There was much state, but no coiirtesv , and 
a great deal of compliment, without anv 
vdrsation Before the dessert was removed, 
our noble entertainer proposed three genorol 
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toasts , then calling for a glass of wmo, and 
bowing all round," wished us a good after- 
noon 

This was the signal for the company 
to break up, and they obeyed it immediately, 
all except our squire, who was greatly shock- 
ed at the manner ot this dismission He 
changed countenaace, bil; his hp in silence, 
but still kept his seat, so that ais lordship 
found himself obliged to give us another 
hint, by saying he should be glad to see ub 
another time “ There ib no time like the 
present time,’’ cried JVli Bramble, “your 
lordship has not vet drank a bumper to the 
best in CkrtstenUom ” “ I’D drink no more 
bumpers to-day,” answered our landlord, 
and I am sorry to bee you have drank too 
many Order the gentU man’s cauiage to 
the gate ” So saying, ho robC and retired 
abruptly , our squire starting up at the same 
time, laying hib hand upon his sword, and 
eyeing him with a most feiocious aSpett 

The master having vanished in this man- 
ner, our uncle bade one of the servants 
see what wab to pay , and the fellow an- 
swering, — “ This IS no inn “ I cry you 
merev,’’ baid the other, “ I perceive it is not , 
if it were, the landlord would be mon* civil 
There’s a guinea, however , take it, and tell 
your lord, that I shall not leave the country 
till I have had an opportunity to tlunk him 
in person for his politeness and hospitality ” 

We then walked down stairs through a 
double range of lacqueys, and, getting into 
the chaise, proceeded homewardb Pcrceiv^ 
mg the squire much lufllcd, 1 ventured to 
disapprove ot his re«5oritmeut, observing, 
that as Lord Oxniington was well known to 
have Ills brain very ill-timbered, a bensiblo 
man bljould rather laugh than be angry at 
lus ridiculous want of breeding Mr Bram- 
ble took nnibrago at my presuming to be 
wiser than he upon this occasion , and told 
me, that, as he had always thoiiglit for him- 
self in every orcurrence m life, he would 
still use the same privilege, with my good 
leave 

^When we returned to our mn, he cloboted 
Li&maliogo, and having explained his griev- 
ance, desired that geiitleuian to go and de- 
mand satisfaction of Lord Oxmington in his 
name The lieutenant charged himself with 
this commission, and immediately set out 
a-horseback tor his lordship’s house, attend- 
ed at his own request, by my man Archy 
Macaipme, who had been used to military 
seivice, and truly, if Macalpinc had been 
mounted upon an ass, this couple might have 
passed for the knigiit of La Mancha and his 
«qmre Panza It w as not till after some de- 
mur, that I^ismahago obtained a private au. 
dienee, at which he foimally defied his lord- 
ship to single combat, m the name of Mr 
Bramhle, and desired him to appoint the 
time and placO Lord Oxraington was so 
confounded at this unexpected message, that 


be could not, for some time, make an/ articu- 
late reply , but stood staring at the lieuten- 
ant with manifest marks of perturbation 
At length, ringing a bell with great vehe- 
mence, he exclaimed, — “ What ’ a commoner 
send a challenge to a peer of the realm * — 
Privilege ’ privilege » Here’s a person brings 
me a challenge from the Welshman that 
dined at my table An impudent fellow ^ — 
My wine ib not yet out of his head ” 

The whole house was immediately in 
commotion Macaipme made a soldierly 
retreat with the two horses , but the captain 
was suddenly surrounded and disarmed by 
the footmen, whom a French valcUde-charii- 
bre headed in this exploit, his sword was 
passed through a close-stool, and his person 
through the horse-pond In this plight he 
leturned to the inn, half-mad with his dis- 
grace So violent was the rage of his in- 
dignation, that he mistook its object fit 
wanted to quariel with Mr Bramble, he 
said, he had been dishonoured on his ac- 
count, and he looked for reparation at his 
hands My uncle’s back was up in a mo- 
ment, and he desired him to explain his 
pretensions “Either compel Lord Ox- 
mingtoii to give me satisfaction,” cried he, 
“ or give It me in your person ” “ The lat- 
ter part o* the dlternative is the most easy 
and expeditious,” replied the squire, starting 
up , “if you are disposed foi a walk, I’ll at- 
tend yoq tins moment ” 

Here they were interrupted by Mrs Tab- 
by, who had overheard all that passed She 
now burst into the room, and winning be- 
twixt them in groat agitation, — “ Is this your 
regard foi me (said she to the lieutenant), 
to seek the life of my brother'^” Lisinaha- 
go, who seemed to grow as cool ^ my uncle 
grew hot, assured her he had a ver) great 
respect for Mr Bramble, but he had btill more 
for his own honour, which Jiad suffe’-ed pol- 
lution , but if that could be once purified, he 
should have no further cause of dibsatisfac- 
tion The squire said, he should have thought 
It incumbent upon him to vindicate the lieu- 
tenant’s honour , but as lie had now carved 
tor himself, he might swallow and digest it 
as well as he could In a word, wiiat be- 
twixt the mediation of Mrs Tabitha, the re- 
collection of the captain, who perceived he 
had gone too far, and the remonstrances of 
your bumble servant, who joined them at 
this juncture, those two originals were per- 
fectly reconciled , and then we proceeded to 
d^iberate upon the means of taking ven- 
geance for the insults the), had received from 
the petulant peer , for until that aim should^ 
be accomphfabed, Mr Bramble swore, with 
great emphasis, that he would not leave the 
inn where we now lodged, even if he should 
pass his Christmas on the spot 
In consequence ot our deliberations, we 
next day, in the forenoon, pioceeded in a 
body to his lordship’a, house, all of us, with 
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our servants, including the coachman, mount- 
ed a horseback, with our pistols loaded and 
ready primed Thus prepared for action, 
we paraded solemnly and slowly before liis 
lordship's gate, which we, passed three times, 
in such a manner that he could not but see 
ns, and suspect the cause of our appearance 
After dinner we returned, and performed the 
same cavalcade, which was ajg;ain repeated 
the morning following, but we had no occa- 
sion to persist in these manoeuvres About 
noon we were visited by the gentleman at 
whose house we had first seen Lord Oxming- 
ton He now came to rnalie apologies m 
the name of his lordship, who declared he 
Jud no intention to give offence to my uncle, 
in practising what had been always the cus- 
tom of his house , and that as for the indig- 
nities which had been put upon the officer, 
they were offered without his lordship’s 
Knowledge, at the instigation of his valet-d* - 
chainbrc “ If that be the case,*' said my 
uncle, in a peicinptory tone, “ I shall be 
contented with Loid Oxmington’s personal 
cx< CSC ^ , and I hope my fntiid will ue salis- 
ficd with his lordship’s iuming that insolent 
rascal out of Ins ^service ” “Sir,” crud 
lasmahtigo, must insist upon taking per- 
sonal vengeance for the personal injuncs I 
have sustained ” 

AtUr some debate, the affair waefadjuslf d 
in this manner His lordship, meeting us 
at onr Incnd’s house, declared he was sorry 
for w hat had happened , and that he had no 
intention to give umbrage The valel-dc- 
chdinbrc asked pardon of the lieutcnanl upon 
Tns kin cs, w he n Jiisrnabago, to tin* astonish 
incnl of all present, gave him a vicjlcmt kick 
on the fare , which laid him on his back, (x- 

clainnng, in a fnrious tone, “ O//2, jc tv 

jwntfmnVf frtns, f outre ” 

Siu h was the tortunate issue of this peril- 
ous adventuHN which tlircatcned ahuudaiKo 
of vexation to our family , for the squire is 
one of tlio-^c v/ho will sacrifice both life and 
loiturus lather than leave what he cone* (\cs 
to bc' the least speck or blemish upon his 
honour and reputation His lordship had no 
(Sooner pronounced Ins apology, with a very 
bad grace, than he wi nt away in some dis- 
order, and, I dare say, he will never in\ ite 
another Welshman to Ins table 

Wc forthwith quitted the field of this 
achievement, in order to prosecute our jour- 
ney , hut we follow no determinate course 
We make small deviations, lo see the re- 
markable towns, villas, and cunositics %n 
each side of ouj route , so that we advance 
•by slow steps towards the borders of Mon- 
mouthshire but, in the midst of these ir- 
regular motions, there is no aberration nor 
ec entricity in that affection with w^hich I 
am, dear Wat, yours always, 

J MELFORD 

Sept 28 


To Dr Lewis 

D»ar Dick, — At what time of life may a 
man linnk himself exempted from the ne- 
cessity of saenfu ing Ins repose to the punc- 
tilios of a contemptible world * I have been 
engaged in a ridicnlou'^ adventure, which I 
shall recount at meeting, and this, I hope, 
will not be much longer d< laved, as we have 
now pel lorinod almost all our viMls, and seen 
every thing that 1 think has any right to 
retard us m our lourney homcw'ards A few 
days ago, understanding, b\ accident, that 
my old friend Baynard w^as in the coimlr), I 
would not pas^ so near his habitation, without 
paying him a visit, though our t orrespondence 
had been interrupted for a long course of 
yeais 

1 felt myself very sensibly affected by the 
idea'^of our past intimacy as we approached 
the place wdiere we Jiad spent so many happy 
da vs together but when we arrived at the 
house, 1 could not rcqj)gni/e any one of 
those objects w hicli liad been so deeply im- 
pressed u}>on my rmicmbrancc The tall 
oaks that shaded the avenue had been cut 
down, and the iron gates at the end of it 
removed, togotlu r wuth the high w^all tliat 
siinoimded the court -yard The house it- 
stlt, wluch was lornierly a convent of Cister- 
cian ijionk^', had a venerable a])pcarari(?b, 
and along the front that looked into th(* 
garden, vva<- a stone gallciy, which afforded 
1110 many an agreeable walk, when I wis 
disposed to be contemplative Now *110 
old front is covered with a screen of modern 
tirchitectiire, so that all without is Grecian, 
and all within Got Inc As for the garden, 
which was well stocked with the best fruit 
which England could produce, there is not 
now the least visUgc remaining of trees 
walls, or hedge Nothing appears but a 
naked cue us i>t loose «and, with a dry basm 
and a leaden ’IVilon in the middle 

You must know, that Baynard, at his 
fiithcr’s death, had a clear estate of hfteeii 
hundred pound** o-ycar, and was m other 
respects extn mely well qualified to make a 
lespcctablc figure in the* commonwealth , but, 
wlntwith some excesses of vouth, and the 
expense of a contC'>*tcd election, he, m a few 
years, louud hiinselt encumbered with a debt 
of ten thousand pounds, which he resolved 
to dischaioi^ by means of a prudent marriage 
lie accordingly married a Miss Thomson, 
whose fortune amounted to double the sum 
that he owed She was the daughter of a 
citiren who had failed in trade, but hei 
fortune came by an uncle, who died in the 
East Indies Her own parents being dead, 
she lived with a maiden aunt, who had '*ii])cr- 
intended her education, and, m all ap])ear- 
ance, was weft enough qualified for the usual 
proposes of the married state Her virtues, 



438 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS 


however, stood rather upon a negative than 
d positive foundation She was neither 
proud, insolent, nor capricious, nor given to 
scandal, uor addicted to gaming, nor inclined 
to gallantry She could read, and write, atfd 
dance, and sing, and play upon the harpsi- 
chord, and smattcr French, and take a hand 
at whist and ombre , but even those accom- 
plishments she possessed by halves She 
excelled in notning Her conversation was 
flat, her style mean, and. her expre^-ion eni- 
barrassed — in a word, her charactei was to- 
tally insipid Her person was not disagree- 
able, but there was nothing graceful in lior 
address, nor engaging in her maiincrts , and 
she was so ill qualified to do the honours of 
the house, that, when she sat at the head ot 
the table, one was always looking for ttie 
mistress of the family in some other place 
Bajnard had flattered himself that it would | 
be no difficult matter to mould such a subject | 
after his own fashion, and that she ^^ould 
cheerfully enter into his views, whu li were 
wiiollv turned to domestic happine<»s He 
proposed to reside tlways m the country , of 
w'hich he was fond to a degree of enthusiasm , 
to cultivate bis estate, winch was very im- 
provable, to enjoy the exercise ot rural 
ducrsions, to maintain an intunac} ot cor- 
respondence with some friends that were 
BettlciJ m his neighbourhood , to keep a corn- 
fqftable house, without suffering lus txpi iises 
to exceed the limits of his income, and to 
find pleasure and emplojmont for hn wife in 
the management and avocations ot her own 
family This, however, vas a vi^^ionarv 
scheme, which he never was able to realize 
Ills wife was as ignorant as anew^-born babe 
of eveiy thing that i elated to the conduct of 
a family , and she had no idea of a country 
life, Her understanding did not reach so 
far as to comprehend the first principles of 
diBcietion, and indeed, if her capacity had 
been better than it was, her natural indolence* 
would not have permuted hei to ^ibandon a 
certain routine to which she had been habit- 
uated Slic had not taste enough to relish 
any rational enjoyment , but her ruling pass- 
ion was vanit}, not that species which arises 
from self-conceit of superior accomplish- 
ments, but that which is of a bastard and 
idiot nature, excited by show and ostentation, 
which implies not even the least conscious- 
ness of any personal merit 
The nuptial peal of noise and nonsense 
iH'ing rung out in all the usual changes, Mr 
Baynard thought it high time to make her 
acquainted with the particulars of the plan 
which he had projected lie told her that 
his fortune, though sufficient to afford all the 
Comforts of life, was not ample' enough to 
command all the superfluities of pomp and 
pageantry, which, indeed, were equally ab- 
surd and intolerable He therefore hoped 
she would have no objection to their leaving 


London in the spring, when he would take 
the opportunity to dismiss some unnecesBarv 
domestics, whom be had hired for the occa- 
Sion of their marriage She hoard him ni 
silence, and, after some pause,—** Sq,” said 
she, **J am to he buried in the country'’’ 
He was so confounded at this reply, that lio 
could not speak for some minutes at length 
he told her he as much mortified to find 
he had proposed any thing that was disa- 
greeable to her ideas ** I am sure,” added 
he, “I meant nothing more than to laj 
down a comfortable plan of living within the 
bounds of our fortune, which is but moderate ” 
added she, **you are the best judge 
ot 3 our ow n affairs My fortune, I know, 
does not exceed twent3 thousand pounds 
\et, even with that pittance, I might hav< 
had a hnsbaud w ho would not have begi udged 
me a hou'^e in London ” * Good God ' mv 
deal,” crzcd pooi Bajnard, in the nlmo^-t 
agitation, “3011 don’t think mo so «!ordid — 

1 only hinted what I thought — ^biit I don't 
pretend to impose — ” “ Yes, sir,” resiiretd 
the lady, “it is your prerogative to (oin- 
inand, and my duty to obey ” 

So saying, she burst into tears, and retired 
to her ( hamber, where she was joined by iio* 
aunt He endeavoured to recollect huesell, 
and act with vigoui of mind on this occaHon 
but was betrayed by the tenderness 01 Ins 
naturi , which was the greatest defect of hi 
constitution He found tlie aunt m teai-, 
and the niece ui a fit, which held her tin 
best part of eight hours , at the expiration 
of wdiidi, she began to talk incolieientlv. 
about death and her dem hmhandj w ho had 
sat hv her all this time, and now pressed lie 
I hand to his lifis, in a transpoii of grief 
jieiiitence for the offence he had gu en From 
Ibenceforward he carefully avoided mention 
mg the country , and they continued to lu 
sucked deeper and deeper into the vortex ol 
extravagance and dissipation, leading vvha* 
IS called a fashionable life in town About 
the latter end ot July, however, Mrs Bo) 
nard, in ordf r to exhibit a proof of conjugal 
obedicnee, desired, of her own accord, that 
they miglit pay a visit to Ins country-house* 
as there was no company left in London 
He would have excused himself from this 
excursion, which was no part of the econo- 
mical plan he had proposed , but she insisted 
upon making this sacrifice to his taste and 
prejudices, and away they went, with such 
an equipage as astonished the whole country 
AV that remained of the season was engross- 
ed by receiving and returning visits in the 
neighbourhood , and m this* intercourse, it» 
was discovered that Sir John Chickwell had 
a house steward, and one foOtraan in hvery 
more than the compliment of Mr Baynard’s 
household This remark was made by the 
aunt at table, and as^nted to by the husband, 
who observed that Sir John Chickwell might 
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veiy well afford to keep more eervants than 
were found in tlie family of a man who had 
,not half his fortune Mrs Baynard ate no 
supper that evening , but was seized with a 
violent fit, which completed her tnumph over 
the spirit of her consort;, The two super- 
ijumerary servants were added The family 
plate was sold for old silver, and a new service 
proem ed , fashionable furniture w^as provided, 
and the whole house turned topsy-turvy 

At their return to London, in the begin- 
ning of winter, he, vv ith a heavy heart, com- 
municated these particulars to ipo in con- 
hdcnce Before his marriage he had intro- 
duced me to the lady as his paiticulai friend , 
and I now offered, in that character, to lay 
before her the necessity of reforming her 
economy, if she had any regard to the inter- 
est of her own fcirnih , or complaisance for 
the inclinations ot her husband But Bav- 
Turd declined my oiler, on the bupposiUon 
that Ills wifes nenes wen^ too delicate to 
bear expostulation, cud that it would onl} 
bcr\e to o \ 01 whelm her with such distress 
as would make himself miserable 

Bavuard is a man of tpuit, and had ‘•he 
proved a termagant, he would have known 
how to deal with her , but, e thci b) at culmit 
or inslinet, she fisteued upon the w^eaK side 
of his soul, and held it so fast, that he has 
been in subjection ever feiiite 1 aflirwaids 
adv i^ed hun to carry her abroad to France and 
Italy, wheie he might gratify her vanil} for 
half the expense it cost him in Eiiirland , and 
this advice bo followed occordin<jU She w as 
agreeabl) flattered with llic idea of scciug 
and knowing foreign parta and foreign fash- 
ions, of being pre-ented to sovcicigns, and 
living tamiiurly with princes She forth- 
with seized the hint, which 1 had thro vn out 
on purpose, and even nressed Mi Baynard 
to hasten his depaiture , so that, in a* Jew 
weeks, they crossed the sea to Franco, with 
T model ale tram, still including the aunt, 
who w^as her bohom counsellor, and abetted 
lur in all her opposition to her husband’s 
w ill Since that ncriod I have had little or 
no opportunity to renew our former corres- 
*pori(lence All that I knew of his tran«.ac- 
tions amounted to no more than that, after 
an absence of tw o years, they returned so 
little improved in economy, that they launch- 
ed out into new oceans ot extravagance, 
which at length obliged him to mprtgage his 
estate By this time she had bore him three 
children, of which the last only survives, a 
puny boy of twelve or thirteen, who willabe 
ruined in his education by the indulgence of 
• his mother 

As for Baynard, neither his own good 
sense, nor the dread of indigence, nor the 
consideration of his children, has been tff 
force sufficient to stimulate him into the re- 
solution of breaking at once the shameful 
spell by which he seems enchanted With 
a taste capable of the most refined enjoy- 


ment, a heart glowingwitli all thew^arinth 
of friendship and humanity, and a disposition 
staongly turned to the more rational pleabu*es 
of a retired and couritr}^ life, he is immed 
about in a perpetual tumult, amidst a mob 
of beings pleased with rattles, baubles and 
gewgaws, so void of sense and distinction, 
that even the most acute philosopliy would 
find it a v^ery hard task to discover for what 
wise purposes of Providence they were cre- 
ated Friendship is not to be found, noi 
can the amusements for which he sighs be 
enjoyed, within the rotation of absurdity to 
which ho IS doomed for life He has Jojig 
resigned all views ot improv iiig his fortune 
by management and attention to the exercise 
of husbandry, in wh'ch he dehghted , and, as 
to domestic happiness, not the least ghmjise 
of hope renidins to amuse his inugination 
Thus blasted in ail his prospects, ne couh^ 
not ynl to be overvJiclmcd with nielani.hol} 
and chagiui, vvhicli have preyed upon hm 
health and sjunts 1 1 such a manner that hi 
IS now threaleiK'd wi^h a con*^^miption 
1 have given jou i sketch of the maw 
whom the oth« r da) 1 went to visit At tlif 
gate we found a giiat nurnbor of powdered 
laLijiMvs, but no CIV ill*} After wc had ea? 
a conside'Hible tunc m the coach, wo wen 
told tliat Mr Bayiiaul had rude out, and that 
his lady w as dressing , but vv e wore mtro- 
duetd to a parlom, fo very tine and delicate 
that, in all iippoararcc, it was designed to be 
seen only, not irhabtid Tlu‘ chairs and 
couchfs 'v< re cirved, gill, and covcied with 
nth dauiask, so smooth and sleek, that thev 
looked as it thev luul nev er been sat upon 
There was i^orarpct on the floor, but th< 
boards vve’*e nibbLil and waxed in such a 
ipdiniti, null wo could not walk, but wort" 
obliged to «;ude along them , and, as toi tin 
stove, it vv a" too bright and polished to In 
polluted V th sea-coal, or stained by the 
sino! G of any gro'-s matenal fire When 
vve had rCiiiauied above half an hour, satn- 
fi( ing to the inhospitable powers in this tem- 
ple of told retephon, my friend Baynard 
arrived, and understanding we were in the 
bouse, made liis appcarfiince, so meagre, yel- 
low and dejected, that I really should not 
have known hun, had I met with him in any 
other place Running up tb me with great 
eagerness, he strained me m his embracf, 
and hie heart was so full, that for some min- 
utes ho could not sjieak Having saluted ii^ 
all round, he perceived our uncoinfortablr 
situation, and, conducting us into anothc' 
apartment, which hnd fire in the chimncv 
called for chocolate , then withdrawing, Ik 
returned with a compliment from his wife, 
and, in the mean time, presented his s^oii 
Harry, a shambling blear-eyed bov, m the 
habit of a hussar, very rude, forviard and 
impertinent. His father would have sent 
him to a boarding-school, but his mamma 
and aunt would not hear of his lying out of 
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the house , bo that there was a clergyman i 
engaged as his tutor in the lamily 

As It was but just turned of twelve, mid 
the whole house was m commotion to pre- 
pare a formal entertainment, I foresaw it 
would be late before we dined, and proposed 
a walk to Mr Baynard, that we might con- 
verse together freely In the course of this 
perambulation, when 1 expressed some sur- 
rise that he had returned so soon from Italy, 
e gave me to understand, that his going 
abroad had not at all answered the purpose 
for which he left England , that although tlie 
expense of living was not so great in Italy 
as at home, respect being had to the same 
rank of life in both countrieb, it had been 
found necessary for him to lift Iiim&elf above 
his usual style, that by might be on some 
footing with the counts, marquisses and cava- 
liers with whom he kept company He was 
obliged to li*re a great number of senjants, 
to take off a great variety of rich clothes, 
and to keep a sumptuous table lor th( fash- 
ionable horocconi of tlie country, who, with- 
out a consideiation of this kind, would not 
have paid any attention to an untitled for- 
eigner, let his family or fortune be ever so 
respectable Besidob, Mrs Bayimrd was con- 
tinually surrounded by a tram of expenbivc 
loungers, under the denominations of lan- 
guage-masters, musicians, painters and cice- 
roni , and had actually fallen into the disease 
of buying pictures and antiques upon her own 
judgment, which was far from being infalli- 
ble At length &hc met with an affront, 
which gave her a disgust to Italy, and drove 
her back to England with bome precipitation 
By means of frequenting the^duciiess of 

B- ’s comorsazione, while her grace was 

at Rome, Mrs Baynard became acquainted 
with all the fashionable peojile of that city, 
and W'as admitted to their abbcmhlies w ithout 
scruple Thus favoured, she conceived too 
great an idea ot her own importance, and 
when the duche^-s left Rome, resolved to have 
a conversarioiie that should leave the Romans 
no room to rcgrc't her grac e’b departure f^he 
provided hands for a music al entertainment, 
and sent highetti of invitation to every per- 
son of distinction , but not one Roman of 
the female sex appeared at her assembly 
She was that mght seized with a violent fit, 
and kept her bed three day s, at the expiration 
of w'hich she dcclarc'd that the air of Italy 
would be tht* rum of her constitution In 
order to prevent this catastrophe, she was 
speethH removed to Geneva, from whence 
they returned to Fhif»land by the way of Ly- 
ons and Parib By the time they arrived at 
Calaiis, she had purchased such a quantity 
of silks, stuffb and laces, that it was necess- 
ary to hire a vesbcl to smuggle them over, 
and this veasqj was taken by a customhouse 
cutter , so that they lost the whole cargo, 
which had cost them above eight hundred 
^pounds * 


It now appeared that tier travels bad pro- 
duced no effect upon her, but that of mak- 
ing her more expensive and fantastic than , 
ever She affected to lead the fashion, not 
only in point of female dress, but in every 
article of taste ai^^d connoisseurship She 
made a drawing of the new facade to the 
house in the country , she pulled up the 
trees, and pulled down the walls of the gar- 
den, 80 as to let in the easterly wind# which 
Mr Baynard’b ancestors had been at great 
pains to exclude To show her taste in lay- 
ing out ground, she seized into her own hand 
a farm of two Imndrod acres, about a mile 
from the house, which she parcelled out into 
walks and shrubberies, having a great basin 
in the middle, into which she poured a whole 
stream that turned two mills, and afforded 
the best trout m the country The bottom 
of the basin, however, was so ill secured, 
that It would not hold the water, which 
strained through the earth, and made a bog 
of the whole plantation In a word, the 
ground which formerly paid him one hundred 
and fifty pounds a-year, now costs him two 
bundled pounds a-year to keep it in tolera- 
ble order, over and above the first expense of 
trees, shrubs, flowers, turf, and gravel There 
was not aw inch of garden ground left about 
the house, nur a tree that produced frml of 
any kind , nor did he raise a truss ot hoy or 
a bushel of oats for his horses , nor had he 
a single cow to afford milk for his tea 
far less did he ever dream of feeding his own 
mutton, pigb, and poultry Every article of 
housekeeping, even the most inconsiderable, 
was brought from the next market-town, at 
the distance ot five miles , and hither they 
sent a courier every morning to fetch hot 
rolls for breakfast In short, Baynard fairly 
owned that he spent double his iiirorne, and 
that in a few years he bhould be obliged to 
sell his estate for the payment ot his cre- 
ditors He bdid his wife had such deli- 
cate nerves, and buch imbecility of spirit, 
that she could neither boar lomonstranre, 
be It ever so gentle, nor practise anv 
scheme of retrenchment, even if she per-, 
chived the necessity of such a measure ' 
He had, therefore, ceased struggling againbi 
the stream, and endeavoured to reconcile 
himself to rum, by reflecting, that his child 
at least would inherit his mother’s fortune, 
which was secured to him by the contract 
of marriage 

The detail which he gave me of his af- 
faiKs filled me at once with grief^ and indig- 
nation I inveighed bitterly against the in- 
discretion of his wife, and reproached him 
with bis unmanly acquiescence under the 
absurd tyranny which she o?certed I exhort- 
ed him to recollect his resolution, and make 
one effectual effort to disengage himself 
from a thraldom equally shameful and penu- 
Clous I offered lum all the assistance in 
my power I undertook to regulate his af- 
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fairs, and even to bring about a reformation of compliment , sometimes throwing out 
in his family, if he would only authorise me sarcastic comparisons, implying reproaches 
to execute the plan 1 should form for hi^ ad- upon his want of taste, spirit, andgeneros’ty 
vantage t was so affected by the subject, by winch means she stimulated his passions 
that I could not help mingling tears witli , Irom one act of extravagance to another, 
my remonstrani es , and Bay nurd was so | J«st as the circumstances of her vanity re- 
penetrated with these marks of my afibction, quired, 

that he lost all power of utterance He All these three ladies have at this time the 
pressed me to his breast with great emotion, same number of horses, i arnages, and ser- 
and wept in silence At length he exclaim- vants in and out of livery , the some variety 
ed, — “I^iend&hip is imdoubtediy the most of dress, the same quantity of plate and 
precious balm of life' Your words, dear china , the like ornaments in furniture , and 
Bramble, have in a great measure recalled their entertainments they endeavour to 
me from an abyss of despondence, m which <*'^ceod one another m the variety, delicacy, 
I have been long overwhelmed 1 will, upon expense of their dishes I believe it 
honour, make you acquainted with a distinct ''''ill he found upon inquiry, that nineteen out 
state of iri^ affairs, and, as far as I am able of tw^enty, who are ruined b^ extravagance, 
to go, will follow the course you prescribe **• sacrifice to the nduuloub pnde and 
But there are certain lengths which my na- vanity of silly women, whose parts are held 
ture — the tiuth is, there are tender connec- contempt by the very men whom they 
tions, of which a bachelor has no idea pillage and enslave Thank Heaven, Dick, 


•Shall I own my weakness ** — I cannot bear 
the thoughts ot making that woman uncas} ’’ 
“ And yet,” critd I, “ she has seen you un- 
happy for a senes of jears — unhappy from 
lier mibcondiict, without e\ er show mg the 
least inclination to alleviate your distress ” 
“ Nevertheless,” said he, 1 am persuaded 
she loves me with the most vv^arni affection , 
but these are ini ongruitits in the composition 
of the human mind which I hold to be ine\- 
pl 1 C able 

I was: shucked at bis infatuation, and 
changed the ‘subject, nftei we had agreed to 
maiiitam a close correspondence for the fu- 
ture He then gave me to understand that 
he had wo neighbours who, like himself 
were driven bj their wuves at full speed m 
the h'gh road to bankruptcy and rum All 
the three husbands were of disposition^ very 
hfferent from each other, and, according to 
tins vaiiatioii, their consorts wore admirably 
suited to the pin pose of keeping them all 
throe in subj 'ction The views of thi ladies 
were exactly the same They vied in gran- 
leur, that is, in ostentation, with the wife 
of Sir Charles Chickwell, wdio had four 
times their fortune and she, again, piqued 
lierbelt upon making an equal figure with a 
neighbouring peeress, whose revenue trebled 
her own Here then was the fable of the 
frog and the ox realized in four different in- 
stances vvitbm the same county — one large 
fortune and three moderate estates in a fair 
way of being burst by the inflation of female 
vanity, and, m three of these instances, 
three different forms of female tyranny woie 
exercised Mr Baynard was subjugated by 
practising upon the tenderness of his nature 
Mr Milksan, being of a timorous disposition, 
truckled to the insolence of a termagant 
Mr Sowerby, who was of a temper neither 
to be moved by fits, nor driven by menaces, 
had the fortune to be fitted with a helpmate 
who assailed him with the weapons of irony 
and satire , sometimes sneering m the way 
5 Y* 


that ifinong all the follies and weaknesses of 
human nature, I have not >et fallen into that 
of matrimony 

After Bavnard and I had discussed ail 
these matters at It isure, we returned towards 
the house, and met Jerry with our two wo- 
men, who had come forth to take the air, as 
tho lady of the mansion had not yet made her 
appearance In short, Mrs Baynard did not 
produce herself till about a quarter of an 
hour before dinner was upon the table Then 
her husband brought her into tho parlour, at - 
companied by her aunt and son, and she re- 
ceived ns witli a coldness of reserve suffi- 
cient to fiee/e the very soul of hospitaht} 
Though «5he knew I had been the intimate 
friend of her husband, and bad often seen 
me with him in London, she showed no 
iihirks of ret ognition or regard, when I ad- 
dressed myself to her in the most friendly 
terms of salutation She did not even ex- 
press the common tomplxment of, / am 
triad to A£t you , or, I hope you have enjoyed 
your h( altk since w p had the pleasure of 
seetnfr you , or some such words of t ourse , 
nor did she once open her mouth m the vv ay 
of welcome to my sister and my niece, but 
sat in silence, like a statue, witli an aspect 
of insensibility Her aunt, the model upon 
which she had been formed, w as indeed the 
very essence of insipid formality , but the boy 
was very pK*rt and impudent, and prated 
without ceasing 

\t dinner tlie lady mamtamed the same 
ungracious indifference, never speaking but 
ui whispers to hqr aunt , and as to (he ro- 
jmst, It was %iade up of a parcel of kick 
shaws, contrived by a French cook, without 
one substantial article adapted to the satis- 
faction of an English appetite The pottage 
was little better than bread soaked in dish- 
washings, lukewarni The ragouts looked 
as if they hid been once eaten and half 
digested, the fricassees were involv^ed in a 
nasty yellow poultice, and the rolls were 
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Bcorched and stinking, fpr the honour of the 
fumet, the dessert consisted of faded frail 
and^ icod froth, a good emblem of our land- 
lady’s character, the table-beer was sour, 
zhe water foul, and the wme vapid , but there 
was a parade of plate and china, and a poW- 
dered lacquey stood behind every chair, ex- 
cept those of the master and mistress of the 
house, who were served by two valets dress- 
ed like gentlemen. We dined in a large old 
Gothic parlour, which was formerly the hall 
It was now paved with marble, and, notwith- 
standing the fire, which had been kindled 
about an hour, struck me with eucli a chill 
sensation, that, when 1 entered it, the teeth 
chattered m my jaws In short, every thing 
was cold, comfortless and disgusting, except 
the looks of my friend Bayrard, which de- 
clared the warmth of his afiection and hu- 
manity 

After dinner, we withdrew into another 
apartment, where the boy began to bS iin- 
pcrtrnently troublesome to my niece Liddy 
tie wanted a play-fid low, forsooth, and would 
have romped with her, had she encouraged 
his advances He was even so impudent as 
to snatch a kiss, at which she changed coun- 
tenanccy and seemed uneasy and though 
his father checked him for the rudeness of 
hv9 behaviour, be became so outrageous as 
to thrust his hand in her bosom , an insult to 
which she did not tamely submit, though one 
of the mildest creatures upon earth Her 
eyes sparkled with resentment , she started 
up, and lent him such a box in the ear, as sent 
him staggering to the other side of the room 

“ Mibs Melford,” cried his father, “ you 
have treated him with the utrriobt propriety , 
I am only sorry that the impertinence of anj 
child of mine should have occasioned this 
exertion of your spirit, which 1 cannot but 
applaud and admire ” His wife was so far 
from assenting to the candour of his apology, 
that she rose from table, and, taking her 
son by the hand, — “ Come, child,” said she, 
“ your father cannot abide you ” So say- 
ing, she retired with this hopeful youth, and 
was followed by her governanle , but neither 
the one or the other deigned to take the 
least notice of the company 

Baynard was exceedingly disconcerted , 
but 1 perceived his uneasiness was tinctured 
with resentment, and derived a good omen 
from this discovery I ordered the horses to 
be put to the carnage , and, though he made 
some efforts to detain us all night, I insisted 
^^upon leaving the house igim^iately , but, 
before I went away, I took a* opportunity 
of spoaking to him again in private I said 
every thing I could recollect to animate hie 
endeavours in shaking off those sharneful 
trammels 1 made no scruple to declare 
that his wife was unworthy of that tender 
complaisance which he had shown fi>r her 
foibles , that she was dead to all the genu- 
ine senUments of conjugal affection, insen- 


sible of her own honour and interest, and 
seemingly destitute of common sense and re- 
flection I conjured him to remember what 
he owed to his father’s house, to his own 
reputation, and to his family, including even 
this unreasonable woman herself, who was 
driving on blindly to her own destruction I 
advised him to form a plan for retrenching 
superfluous expense, and try to convince the 
aunt of the necessity for such a refoimation, 
that bhe might gradually prcpaie her neice 
for its execution , and 1 exhorted him to turn 
that disagreeable piece of formality out of the 
house, if he should find her averse to his 
proposal 

Here he interrupted me with a sigh, ob- 
serving, that such a step would undoubtedly 
be fatal to Mrs Baynard ** 1 shall lose all 
patience,” cried I, “to hear you talk so 
weaklv , Mrs Baynnrd’s fits will never hurt 
her constitution I believe in my conscience 
they are all affected 1 am sure she has no 
feeling for your distresses , and, when you 
are ruined, she will appear to have no feeling 
for her own ” Finally, I took his word and 
honour that he would make an effort such as 
I had advibcd , that he would form a plan of 
economy, and, it he found it impracticable 
without my asbistance, he would come to 
Bath m the winter, where I promised to give 
him the meeting, and contribute all in my 
power to the retrieval of his affairs With 
this mutual engagement we parted, and I 
shall think myself supremely happy, if, by 
my means, a worthy man, whom I Jove anS 
esteem, c an be saved from misery, disgrace 
and despair 

I have only one friend more to visit in this 
part of the country, but he is of a complex- 
ion very different from that of Baynard 
You have heard me mention Sir Thomas 
Biilford, whom I knew in Italy He is now 
become a country gentleman , but, being 
disabled by the gout from enjoying any amuse- 
ment abroad, he entertains himself within 
doors, by keeping open house for all comers, 
and playing upon the oddities and humours 
of his company , but he himself is generally 
the greatest original at his table He is vei^ 
good-humoured, talks much and laughs 
without ceasing 1 am told, that all the use 
be makes of his understanding at present, is 
to excite mirth, by exhibiting his guests m 
ludicrous attitudes I know not how far we 
may furnish him with entertainments of this 
kind , but i am resolved to beat up his quar- 
teis9, partly with a view to laugh with the 
ktiight himself, and partly to pay my respects 
to his lady, a good-natured, sensible woman, « 
with whom he lives upon very easy terms, 
although she has not had the good fortune to 
bring him an heir to his estate 

And now, dear Dick, 1 must tell you for 
your comfort, that you are the only man 
upon earth to whom I would presume to 
send such a long-winded epistle, which I 



EXPEDITION OP HUMPHRY CLINRER 443 


could not find in my heart to curtail, because 
the subject interested the warmest passions 
of my heart , neither will I make any other 
apolo^ to a correspondept who has been so 
lonff accustomed to the impertmence of 
MATT BRAMBLE 

Sept 30 


To SiB Watein Phillips, Babt at Ozon 

Dear Kkioht, — I believe there is some- 
thing’ mischievous m ray disposition, tor no- 
thing diverts me so much as to see certain 

* chaiarters tormented with false terrors We 
last night lodged at the house of Bir Thomas 
Bulford, an <3d friend of my uncle, a jolly 
lellow, of moderate intellects, who, in spite 
of the gout, which hath lamed him, is re- 
solved to be merry to the last , and mirth he 
has a particular knack in extracting from his 
guests, let their humour be ever so caustic 
or refractory Besides our t ompany, there 
was in the house a fat-headed justice of the 
peace, called Frogmore, and a country prac- 

• titioner m surgery, who seemed to be our 
landlord’s chief companion and confident 
We found the kiiiglit sitting on a couch, 
with his crutches by his side, and his feet 
supported on cushions , but he received us 
with a hearty welcome, and seemed greatly 
rejoiced at our arrival After tea, we were 
entertained with a sonata on the harpsichoid, 
liy Lady Bultord, who sung and played to 
admiration , but Sir Thomas seemed to be a 
little asinine in the article of oars, though 
he affi*cted to be in raptures, and begged 
ins wife to favour ns with an arietta of tier 
own composing This anettat however, she 
no sooner began to perform, than he and tJie 
justice fell asleep , but the moment slie 
reased playing, the knight waked snorting, 
and exclaimed, — “ O cara ' what d’ye think, 
gentlemen^ Will you talk any more of 
)oiir Pargolesi and your Corelli At the 
same time, he thrust his tongue in one chc ck, 
and Jeered with one eye at the doctor and 
me, who sat on his left hand He concluded 
fhe pantomime with a loud laugh, which he 
could command at all times extempore 
Notwithstanding his disorder, he did not do 
penance at supper, nor did he ever refuse his 
glass when the toast went round, but rather 
encouraged a quick circulation, both by pre- 
cept and example 

I soon perceived the doctor had mode him* 
self very necessary to the baronet He vips 
the whetstone of his wit, the^butt of his sa- 
ltire, and his operator m certain experiments 
of humour, which were occasionally tried 
upon strangers Justice Frogmore was on 
excellent subject for this species of philoso- 
phy ' sleek and corpulent, solemn and shal- 
low, he had studied Burn with uncommon 
application , but he studied nothing so miic{i 
as the art of living (that is, eating) well* 


This fat buck had oflen afibrded good sport 
to our landlord , and he was frequently 
started with tolerable success, in the course 
of this evening , but the baronet’s appetite 
for ridicule seemed to be chiefly excited by 
the appearance, address, and conversation of 
Lismaliago, whom be attempted in all the 
diflerent modes of exposition , but he put 
me m mind of a contest that 1 once saw be- 
twixt a young hound and an old hodge-hog 
The dog turned him over and over, and 
bounced, and barked, and mumbled , but as 
often as he attempted to bito, he felt a 
prickle in his jaws, and recoiled in manifest 
confusion The captain, when left to him- 
selfi will not fdil to turn his ludicrous side to 
the company , but if any man attempts to 
force him into that attitude, he becomes 
stubborn as a mule, and unmanageable as an 
elephant unbroke 

Divers tolerable jokes were cracked upon 
the jflstice, who eat a most unconscionable 
supper, and among other things, a large 
plate ol broiled mushrooms, which be bad 
no sooner swallowed, than the doctor observ- 
ed, with great gravit}, that they were of the 
kind called ihampignons^ which, m some 
constitution*?, had **> poisonoub effect Mr 
Fiogmore, btartled at this reniiirk, abked, in 
some confusion, why he had not been so kind 
as to give him that notir e ‘sooner ^ He an- 
bwered, that he took ii tor granted, by his 
e.iting them so heartily, that he was used to 
the dish , but as he seemed to be under some 
appiehenbion, ho prescribed a bumper of 
plague-water, which the justice drank off 
immediately, and retired to rest, not without 
marks ol terror and disquiet 

At midnight we were shown to our dificr- 
^nt chamberb, and m half an hour 1 was fast 
ableep in bed , but about three o’clock in the 
mom mg I was awaked with a dismal cry ol 
fire ' and, starting up, ran to the window m 
my shirt 7’hc night was dark afid stormj , 
and a number of people, half-dressed, ran 
backwards rind forw aids through the court- 
yard, with links and lanterns, seeming]} iii 
the utmost hiinv and trepidation Slipping 
on ray clothes in a twinkling, I ran down 
stairs, and, upon inquiry, found the fire was 
confined to a biick-btair, which led to a de- 
tached apartment w'here Lisraahago lay — 
By this tune, the lieutenant was alarmed by 
a bawling at his window, which was m the 
second stoiy, but he could not find hib 
clothes in the dark, and his room-door was 
locked on the oii^ide The bcrvants called 
to him that the house had beqn robbrd , that, 
without all doubt, the villains had taken 
away his clothes, fastened the ibior, and set 
the house on fire, for the stair-case was in 
flames In this dilemma, the poor lieuten- 
ant ran about the room inked, like a squirrel 
ID a cage, popping out his he id at the win- 
dow between whiles, and imploring assiet- 
a»ce» At length, the knight in person was 
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brought out in his chair, attended by my un- blanket * — O what costume ' St Andrew ' 
ole and all the family, including our aunt St I^azarus St Barrabas '-*ha, ha, ha 
Tabitha, who screamed, and cried, and tore “After all, then,” cried Mr Bramble, very 


her hair, as if she had been distracted Sir 
Thomas had already ordered bis people to 
bring a long ladder, which was applied lo the 
captain^s window, and now he exhorted him 
earnestiv to descend There was no need 
of much rhetolnc to persuade Lismahago, 
who forthwith made his exit by the window, 
roanUg all tlie time to the people below to 
hold fast the ladder * 

Notwithstanding the gravity of the occa- 
sion, it was impossible to behold this scene 
without being seized with an inclination to 
laugh The rueful aspect of the lieutenant 
111 hi$ shirt, With a quilted night-cap fastened 
under his chin, and his long lank limbs and 
posteriors exposed to the wind, made a very 
picturesque appearance when illuminated by 
the links and torches which the servants held 
up to light him in his descent All th^om- 
jiany stood round the ladder, except the 
Jpight, who sat in his chair, exclaiming, 
from time to time — “ Lord have mercy upon 
us ’ — save the gentleman’s life — mind your 
footing, dear captain ' — softly i — stand fast 
— clasp the ladder with both hands there ’ — 
well done, my dear boy O bravo ’ — an old 

soldier for ever ' — ^bnng a blanket — bring a 
warm blanket to comfort his poor carcase — | 
warm the bed in the green-room — ^givc me 
your hand, dear captain— I’m reioiced to see 
thee safe and sound with all iny heart” 
Lismahago was received at the foot of the 
ladder by his inamorato, who, snatching a 
blanket from one of the maids, wrapped it 
about his body , two men-servants took him 
under the arms, and a female conducted him 


gravely, “this was no more than a false 
Saitn We have been frightened out of 
OUT beds, and almost out of our senses, for 
the loke’s sake *” “ Ay, and such a joke 
cried our landlord “ such a farce I such a 
denmement ' such a catustrophe 
“Have a little patience,*^ replied our 
j squife, “ we a^re not yet come to the catas- 
trophe , and pray God it may not turn out a 
tragedy instead of a farce The captain is 
one of those saturnine subjects, who have 
no idea of humour He never laughs m his 
owm person , nor can he bear that other peo- 
ple should laugh at his expense Besides, it 
the subject had been properly chosen, the 
joke was too severe in all conscience ” 
“ ’Sdeath cried the knight, “I could not 
have bated him an ace, had he been ray own 
father , and as for the subject, such another 
does not pre^imt itself once lU half a centu- 
ry ” Here Mrs Tabitha interposing, ami 
bridling up, declared, she did not see that 
Mr Lismahago was a fitter subject for ridi- 
cule than the kmght himselt , and that she 
was very mach afraid he would very soon find 
he had mistaken his man The baronet 
was a good deal disconcerted by this intima- 
tion, saying, that he must be a Goth and a 
barbarian, if lie did not enter into the spirit 
of such a happy and humourous contrivance 
fie begged, however, that Mr Bramble anil 
his sister would bring him to reason and 
this request was leinforcedby La,dy Bulford, 
who did not fad to read the baronet a lec- 
ture upon hib indiscretion, which lecture he 
received with submission on one side of the 


to the green-room, still accompanied by Mrs 
Tabitha, who saw him fairly put to bed 
During this whole transaction, he spoke not 
a syllwiio, but looked exceeding gum, some- 
times at one, sometimes at another of the 
snectators, who now adjourned in a body to 
tlie parlour where we had bupped, every one 
surveying another with marks of astonish- 
ment and curiosity 

The knight being seated in an easy chair, 
seized my uncle by the hand, and, bursting 
into a long and loud laugh — “ Matt,” cried 
h^, “ crown me with oak, or ivy, or laurel, 
or parsley, or what you will, and acknow- 
iedge this to bo a rowp de inatheiix the way 
of waggery — ^iia ^ ha ' ha ♦ Such a camis^ 
scaghata heffata ' — O che rohu O 
what a subject ' O wdiat^ cancatura ' — O 
for a Rosa, a Rembrandt, a SchalKen ’ — 
rilgive a hundred guineas to have it 
plonWd — w hat a fine descent from the cross, 
or kapont to the gallows »— what lights and 
shadowy '—what a group below ' — what ex- 
ptessiofl above ' — what an aspect '*^ld 
yOu’mmd the aspect ha » ha' ha'— afid 
the lipibs and the muscles — every toe de^ 
noted terror !*— ha ' ha ' ha '—then the 


face, and a leer upon the other 
We now went to bed for the second time , 
and before I ^t up, my uncle had vibitcii 
Lisiriahago in the green-room, and used such 
arguments with lura, that, when we met in 
the parlour, he seemed to be quite appeased 
He received the k right’s apology with a 
good grace, and even professed himself 
pleased at finding be had contributed to the 
diversion of the company. Sir Thornap 
shook him by the hand, laughing heartily 
and tlien desired a pinch of snuft, in token 
of perfect reconciliation The lieutenant 
putting his hand in his waistcoat pocket, 
pulled out, instead of his own ScotOn mull, 
a very fine gold snuff-box, which he no soon- 
er perceived than he said— “ Here is a small 
rqistake ” “ No mistake at dl,” cried the 
baronet , “ oblige me so far^ captain, as to 
let me keep your mull as a memorial” 
said the lieutenant, “the mull is 
much at your service , but this machine 1 
can by ftO means retain It looks like com- 
pounding a sort of felony m the code of 
honour Besides, T don’t know but there 
may be arfotlier joke in tins conveyance , 
and I don’t find mvself disposed to be brought 
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upon tho sta^e again 1 won't presumo to 
make free with your pockets, but I beg you 
will put it up again with your ov/n hand 
So saying, with a certain austerity of aspect, 
he presented the snuff-box to the knight, 
who received it m some confusion, and re- 
stored the mull, which he would by no rnediis 
keep, except on the terms of exchange 
This traiibaction was like to give a grave 
cast to the conversation, when my uncle 
took notice that Mr Justice Progmoro had 
not made his appearance either at the night 
dlanri, or now at the general rendezvous 
The baronet, hearing Progmore m^ ntioned, 
— “Odso’’* cried he, “1 had forgot the 
justice Pr’ythee, doctor, go and bring him 
out of Ills kennel ” Then laughing till his 
bides were well shaken, he said he would 
rthow the coptain, that he was not the only 
person of the drama cvhibited for the enter- 
Uinmerit of the company As to the night- 
scene, it could not aflect the pistice, who had 
been purposely lodged in the fartlier end of 
the house, remote tiom the noise, and lulled 
with d dose of opium into the bargain In 
d few minutes, Mr Justice was led into the 
parlour m his night-cap, and loose' morning- 
gown, rolling his head from bide to side, tind 
groaning pitcouMy all the way “Jesii» 
neighbour Frogmoic,” exclaimed the baro- 
net, ‘^what IS the matter, — yon lopk as if 
you was not a man for this w^orld Set Him 
down softly on th*" couch — poor gentleman ' 
Lord have mercy upon us’ What makes 
him so pale, and yellow, and bloated t” “Oh, 
Sir Thomas cried tiie jiistite, “ 1 doubt it 
IS all over with me — those mu«hroonis 1 ale 
at your table hive done my busiiie&s — ^ali, 
oh’ hey'” “Now the Lord foibul'” sad 
tlie other, — “ what, man * — ^liave a good 
ncart How does thy stomach feel ’ — ^Jiali 
To this intei rogation he made* no reply, 
but throwing aside his night-gown, discover- 
ed that Ills waistcoat would not meet upon 
his belly by five good inches at least “ Hea- 
ven protect ns all cried Sir Thomas, — 
“ what d melancholy spectacle ’ — never did 
1 see a man so suddenly swelled, but when 
he was either just dead or just dying Doc- 
tor, canst thou do nothing for this poor ob- 
ject “ I don’t think the case is quite dcs- 
jierate,” said the surgeon, “ but I would 
advise Mr Frograore to settle lus affairs 
with all expedition , the parson may come 
and pray by him, while I prepare a clyster 
and an emetic draught ” The lUbfice, roll- 
ing his languid eyes, ejaculated with great 
fervency, — “l^ord have mercy upon^s’ 
Uhnst have mercy upon us'” Then he 
begged the surgeon, m the name of God, to 
dispatch — “ As for my worldly affairs,” said 
he, “ they are all settled but one mortgage, 
which must be left to my heirs— but, mv pool 
soul' my poor soul' what will become of 
my poor soul ** — miserable sinner that I am 

• S3 


“ Nay, pr’ytliee, my dear boy, compose th>- 
selt,” resumed the knight , “ consider tlic 
mercy of Heaven is infinite , thou canst not 
have any sins of a very deep dye on thy con- 
science, or the devil’s m’t ” “ Name not 

the devil,” exclaimed the terrified Frogmore, 
“ I have more sms to answer for than the 
world dreams of— Ah * friend, I have been 
sly — sly — damn’d sly ' — Send for tlie parbon 
without loss of time, and put me to bed, for 
I am posting to eternity He was accord- 
ingly raibcd from the couch, and supported 
by two servants, who led him back to his 
room , but before he quitted the parlour, he 
entreated the good company to a-^bist bin 
With their prayers lie added, — “Take 
warning by me, Vho am suddenly cut oft in 
my prime, like a flow er of the field , and God 
forgive you, Sir Thomas, for suffi ring sue h 
poisonous trash to be eaten at your table ” 
He was no sooner removed out of hearing, 
tlidUithe baronet abandoned himself to a vio- 
lent fit of laughing, in w^hich he was joined 
by the greatest part of the company , but we 
could hardlv prevent the good lady from 
going to undeceive tho patient, by discovei- 
ing, that while he slept, his vvaiblcoat had 
been straitened the contrivance of the 
surgeon, and that the disorder »n his sto- 
mach and bowels was occabioncd by some 
antunonial wine, w’hich he had taken over 
night, under the denomination of plaguc- 
w^ater She seemed to think that his appre- 
keubion might put an end to hib life the 
knight swore lie was no such chicken, but a 
tough old rogue, tliat would live long cnougli 
to plague all his neighbours Upon inquirv , 
vve found Ins character did not entitle him to 
much I om passion or respect, and therefore 
wc lot our landlord's humour take its course 
A clyster was actually administered by an 
old woman of tho family, w'ho had been Sir 
Thomas’b nurse, and tlie* patient took a 
drauglit made of oxyincl of squills to forward 
the operation of the antinionial wine, which 
had been retarded by the opiate of the pre- 
ceding night He was visited by thfi vicar, 
wdio read prayers, and began to take an 
account of the state of his soul, when those 
medicines produced their effect so that tho 
parson was obliged to hold his nose wiiile he 
poured forth spiritual consolation from his 
mouth The same expedient was used by 
the k night and me, who. With the doctor, 
entered the chamber at this juncture, and 
found Frogmore enthroned on an casing- 
chair, under the pressure of a double evacu- 
ation The short intervals betwixt every 
heave he employed in crying for mercy, con- 
fessing his sms, or asking the vicar’s opinion 
of his case , and the vicar answered, in a 
solemn snuffling tone, that heightened the 
ridicule of the scene The emetic having 
done its office, the doctor interfered, and 
ordered the patiert to be put in bed again 
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When he examined the egesta, and felt his 
pulbc, he declared that much of the virus 
was discharged , and, giving him a composing 
draught, assured him he had good hopes of 
his recovery This welcome hint he received 
with the tears of joy in his eyes, protesting, 
that, if he should recover, he would always 
think himself indebted for his life to the 
great skill and tenderness of his doctor, whose 
hands he squeezed with great fervour , and 
thus he was lefl to his repose 

We were pressed to stay dinner, that we 
might be witnesses of his resuscitation but 
my uncle insisted upon our departing before 
noon, that we might reach this town before 
It should be dark In the mean time, Lady 
Bulford conducted us into the garden, to see 
a hsh-poiid just hnishcd, which Mr Bramble 
censured as being too near the parlour, where 
the knight now bat b> himscli, dozing m an 
elbow-chan, after the fatigues of his morning 
achievement In this situation he reclfcied, 
with his feet wrapped in flannel, and support- 
ed in a line with his body, when the door 
flying open with a violent shock, Lieutenant 
Lismahago rushed into the room, with horror 
in his looks, exclaiming, — “ A mad dog* a 
mad dog •” and throwing up the window 
sash, leaped into the garden Sir Thomas, 
wdked by this tremendous exclamation, 
started up, and, forgetting his gout, followed 
the lieutenant’s example by a kind of m- 
btinctive impulse He not only bolted 
through the window like an arrow from a 
bow, W ran up to his middle in the pond 
before he gave the least sign of rccollec tion 
Then the captain began to bawl, — “ Lord 
have mercy upon us ' pray take caie of the 
gentleman • — ^for God’s sake, mind your 
footing, ray dear boy * — get warm blankets — 
comfort his poor carcase — warm the bed m 
the green room 

Lady Bulford was thunderstruck at this 
phenomenon, and the rest of the company 
gazed in silent astonishment, while the ser- 
\ tints hastened to assist their master, who 
buffered himself to be carried back into the 
parlour without speaking a word Being 
instantly accommodated with dry clothes and 
flannelb, comforted with a cordial, and re- 
placed tn stain quo, one of the maids was 
ordered to chafe his lower extremities, an 
operation in consequence of which his senses 
seemed to return, and his good humour to 
revi\e As we had followed him into the 
room, he looked at every individual in his 
turn, with a certain ludicrous expression m 
hib countenance, but hxed his eye in parti- 
cular upon Lismahago, who presented him 
with a pinch of snuff , and when he took it 
in silence, — “ Sir Thomas Bulford,” said he, 
“ I am much obliged to you for all your 
favours, and some of them 1 have endea- 
voured to repay in your own coin ” “ Give 
me thy hand,” cried the baronet *« thou hast 


indeed paid me scot and lot , and even lefl 
a balance m my hands, for which, in pre- 
sence of this company, 1 promise to be ac- 
countable ” So saying, he laughed very 
heartily, and even seemed to enjoy the reta- 
liation which had been exacted at his own 
expense , but Lady Bulford looked very grave, 
and, in all probability, thought the lieutenant 
had carried his resentment too far, consider- 
ing that her husband was valetudinary — but, 
according to the proverb, he that will play 
at bowls must expect to meet with ruhbi rs 
I have seen a tame bear, very diverting, 
when properly managed, become a very dan- 
gerous wild beast when tcazed for the enter- 
tainment of the spectators As for Lisma- 
hago, he seemed to think the fright and the 
cold bath would have a good effect upon his 
patient’s constitution , but the doctor hinted 
some apprehension that the gouty matter 
might, by such a sudden shock, be repelled 
from the extremities, and thrown upon 
some of the more vital parts of the machine 
1 should be very sorry to see this prognostic 
verified upon our facetious landlord, who told 
Mrs Tabitha at parting, that he hoped she 
would remember him in the distribution of 
the bride’s favours, as he had taken so much 
pains to put the captain’s parts and mettle 
to the proof After all, I arn afraid our 
squire will appear to be the gr(*atost sufferer 
by the baronet’s wit , for his constitution is 
by no means calculated for night alarms lie 
has yawned and shivered all day, and gone 
to bed without supper , so that, as we have 
got into good quarters, i imagine we shall 
make a halt to-morrow , m which case v ou 
will have at least one day’s respite from the 
persecution of 1 MELFORD 

October 3 


To Mrs Mary Jones, at BRAMBLETO^- 
Hall 

Dear Mart,— Miss Liddy is so good as 
to unclose me in a kiver as fur as Gloster, 
and the carrier will bring it to hand God 
scad us all safe to Monmouthshire, for I’m , 
quite jaded with rambling ’Tis a true sa,y- 
ing, hve and learn O woman, what chuck- 
ling and changing have I seen ’ Wt 11, 
tlierc’s nothin sartin in this world Who 
would have thought that mistriss, after all 
the pains taken for the gbod of her prusias 
sole, would go for to throw away her poor 
boijy ** that she would cast the beys of infec- 
tion upon such a carrying crow as Lafiliinj- 
hago * as old as Mathewsullin, as dry as a 
red herring, and as pore as a starved veczel 
O Molly * hadst thou seen him come down 
the ladder, in a shurt so scanty, that it could 
not kiver his nakedness * The young squire 
called him Dnnquickset , but he looked for 
all the world like Cradock-ap-Morgan, the 
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oiild tinker that suffered at Abergany for 
stealing of kettle Then he’s a profane scuf- 
fle, and, as Mr Clinker says, no better than 
an iinpfiddle, continually playing upon tJie 
pyebill, and the new burth I doubt he has 
as little manners as mone> , for he can’t say 
d civil word, much more make me a present 
of a pair of gloves for good will, but he 
looks as if he anted to be very forward and 
familiar O' that ever a gentlewoman of 
years and discretion should tare her air, and 
cry and disporridge herself for such a nub- 
jack ' as the song goes — 

‘*1 vow slu would fain lia\e a buid, 

Tiiat bids such *i pi ice for an owl 

But, for sartm, he must have dealt with some 
^Scotch musician to bring her to this pass 
Ab for me, I put my trust in the Lord , and 
1 have got a slice of witchelm sowed in 
the gathers of my under petticoat , and Mr 
Clinker afesurcs me, that, by the new light of 
grease, I may defy the devil and aJl his 
u orks But i nose what I nose If mistress 
should take up with Lashmyhago, this is no | 
parvi^o for me Thank God, there’s not 
v\ anl of places , and if I want for one thing, 

J would — ^but no matter Madam Bayner’s 
woman has twenty good pounds a-year, and 
parquisilcs, and dresses like a parson of 
distinkson 1 dined with her and the valcv 
de shambles, with bags and golden jackets 
but there was nothing kimtittable to cat, 
being as how they live upon board , and hav- 
ing nothing but a piss of could ruddling tart 
and some blamange} I a as luck with the 
oulluk, and a murev it was that mistress 
had her \iol of assings in the cox 

But, as 1 was saying, I think for sartm 
this matcli will go forewood , for things are 
corn^ to a crccsus , and I liavc seen with 
niy ow n heys such smuggling But I scorn 
for to cvclose the secrets of the family , and 
it it wance comes to marrying, who nose 
hut tlio frolic may go round 1 believes as 
how Miss Liddy would have no reversion, if 
her swan would appear , and you would be 
surprised, Molly, to receive a bride’s fever 
Irom j our humble sarvant But this is all 
supJ>oslto^J^ dear girl , and I have sullenly 
promised to Mr Clinker, that neither man, 
woman, nor child, shall no that arrow said a 
civil thing to me in the way of infection 1 
hopes to drink your health at BrambJeton- 
hall, in a horn of October, before the month 
be out Pray let my bed be turned once a- 
day, and the windore opened, while the wea- 
ther IS dry , and burn a few billets with some 
brush in the footman’s garret, and see their 
*mattrnsh be dry as a bone , for both our gen* 
thmen have got a sad could by lying in damp 
sluts at Sir Tummus Ballfart’s No more 
at present, but my service to Saul and tlie 
rest of our fellow-sarvants, being, dear Mary | 
Jones, always yours, 

Ocf 4 WIN JENKINS 


To Miss L^briTiA Wiilis, at Glouces 

TbR 

My Dear Lettt, — This metJiodof writing 
to you from tune to time, without any hopes 
of an answer, affords me, I own, some ease 
and satisfactjoii in the midst of my disquiet, 
os It in some degree lightens the burthen of 
affliction , but it is at best a very imperfect 
enjoyment of friendship, because it admits 
of no return of confidence and good counsel 
I would give the whole world to have your 
company for a single day I am heartily 
tired of this itinerant way of life 1 am 
quite dizzy with a perpetual succession of 
objects Besides, it is impossible to travel 
such a length of w^ay, without being exposed 
to inconveniences, dangers and disagreeable 
accidents, which prove very grievous to a 
poor creature of weak nerves, like me, and 
makcaine pay very dear for the gratification 
of my curiosity 

Nature never intended me for the busy 
world 1 long for repose and solitude, where 
1 can enjoy that disinterested friendship 
which is not to be found among crowds, and 
indulge those pleasing reveres that shun the 
hurry and tumult of fashionable society In 
experienced as I am in the commerce of 
lift, I have BGon enough to give me a disgust 
to the generality of tluno who carry it on 
There is such malue, treachery and dissim- 
ulauon, even among ] rolessed friends and 
intimate companions, as cannot fail to strike 
a virtuous mind with honor , and when vict 
quits the stage for a moment, her place is 
immediately on upied by folly, which is often 
too serious to ext ite any thing but compass- 
ion Perhaps I ought to be silent on the 
foibles of my poor aunt , but with von, my 
dear Willis, I have no secrets, and, truly, 
her wreaknesses arc such as cannot be con- 
cealed Since the first moment we arrived at 
Batii, she has been employed constantly in 
spreading nets for the other sex , and, at 
length, she has caught a superannuated lieu- 
tenant, wdio is in a fair way to make her 
change her name My uncle and my brother 
seem to have no objection to this extraordi- 
nary match, which, I make no doubt, will 
afford abundance of matter of conversation 
and mirth for my part, I am too sensible 
of my own weaknesses to be diverted witli 
those of other people At present, I have 
something at heart that employs my whole 
attention, and keeps my mind in the*^ utmost 
terror and suspense 

Yesterday, in the forenoon, as I stood with 
my brother at the parlour window of an inn, 
waere we had lodged, a person passed a- 
hcrseback, whom (gracious heaven ') I in- 
stantly discovered to be Wilson ' He wore 
a white riding coat, with the cap buttoned 
up to his chin ; looked remarkably pale, ana 
passed at a round trot, without seeming to 



448 


SMOLLETT^S SELECT WORKS 


observe ub Indeed, he could not -see us, 
for there was a blind that concealed us from 
the view You may guess how I was aflect- 
ed at this apparition The light forsook my 
tycs , and I was seized with such a palpita- 
l.on and trembling, that I could not stand 
1 sat down upon a couch, and strove to com- 
pose myself, that my brother m^ght not per- 
ceive my agitation , but it was impossible to 
escape his prying eyes He had observed 
the object that alarmed me ; and, doubtless, 
knew him at the first glance Ho now look- 
ed at me with a stern countenance , then ho 
ran out into the street, to see whut road the 
unfortunate horseman bad taken Ho afler- 
vvardb dispatched his man fvir farther intidh- 
gence, and seemed to meditate some violent 
design My uncle being out of order, we 
remained another night at the inn , and all 
day long Jerry acted the part of nn inde- 
fatigable spy upon my conduct — ^he watched 
my very looks with such eagernesss of Atten- 
tion, as if he would have penetrated into the 
inmost recesses of mv heart This may bo 
ovv ing to his regard for my honour, if it is 
not the effect of his own pride , but he is so 
hot, and violent, and unrelenting, that the 
sight of him alone throws me into a flutter , 
and really it will not be in my power to afford 
him any share of iny affection, if he persists 
u) persecuting me at this raio I am afraid 
he fms formed some scheme of vengeance, 
w hich will make me completely wretched » 
1 am afraid he suspects some collusion from 
this appearance of Wilson Good God » did 
he really appear ^ or was it only a phantom, 
a pale spectre, to apprise me of iiib death * 

O Lett), what shall I do** — Where hliall 
I turn for advice and consolation < Shall 
1 implore the protection of iny uncle, who 
has been always kind and compassionate ^ 
This must be my last resource I dread the 
thoughts of making him uneasy , and would 
rather suffer a thousand deaths than live the 
cause of dissension in the family I cannot 
perceive the meaning of Wilson’s coming 
hither perhaps he was in quest ot us, in order 
to disclose his real name and situation But 
wherefore pass without staying to make the 
least inquiry ** My dear Willis, 1 am lost in 
conjecture — I have not closed an eye since 
I SAW him All night long have I been tossed 
about from one imagination to another The 
reflection finds no resting-place I have pray- 
ed, and bjghed, and wept plentifully If this 
terrible bupeube continues much longer, I 
shall have another fit of illness, and then the 
whole family will be iii confusion If it was 
consistent with the wise purposes of Provi- 
dence, would I were in my OTave But it is 
my duty to be resigned Ikfy dearest Letty, 
excuse my weakness — excuse these blots — 
my tears &11 so fust that I cannot keep the 
paper dry — ^yet I ought to consider that I 
have as ) et no cause to despair — ^but I am 
such a faint-hearted, timorous creature ’ 


Thank God, my uncle is much better than 
lie w'as yesterday lie is resolved to pursue 
our jouint'y straight to Wales 1 hope we 
shall take Gloucester m our way — that hope 
cheers iny poor heart I shull once more 
embrace my best beloved Willis, and pour 
all niy griefs into her friendly bosom (1 
hc'aven ' is it possible that such happiness is 
reserved for the dejected and forlorn 

LYDIA MELPORD 

October 4 


To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart op Jebcs 
College, Oxov 

Dear Watkin, — I Yesterday met with on 
me ident which I believe yon will own to be 
verv surprising As I stood with Liddy at 
the window of the inn where we had lodged, 
who should pass by but Wilson a-horseback 
I could not be mistaken in ins person, for I 
had a full view of him as he advanced, I 
plainly perceived by my sister’s confusion 
that she recognized him at the same time 
I was equally astonished and nicensed at Ins 
appearance, which I could not but interpret 
into an insult, or something worse 1 ran 
out at the gate, and, Bf»ung him turn the 
corner of tht street, I dispatc bed my servant 
to observe his motions, but the fcdlow was 
too late to bung me that satibfaction He 
told me, how'ever, that there was an mn, 
called the Red Lion, at the end of the town, 
w here he supposed the horseman had alight- 
ed, but that he would not inquire without 
further orders I sent him back immediately 
to know what strangers were in the house, 
and he returned with a report, that there 
w^as one Mr Wilson lately arrived In con- 
sequence of this information, I charged him 
with a note directed to that gentleman, de- 
siring him to meet me m half an hour, in a 
certain field at the town’s end, with a case 
of pistols, in order to decide the difference 
which could not be determined at our last 
rencounter but T did not think proper to 
subscribe the billet My man assured me 
he had delivered it into his own hand , and 
that, having read it, he declared he wmuld 
wait upon the gentleman at the place and 
time appointed 

M’Alpme being an old soldier, and luckily 
sober at the time, I intrusted him with my 
secret I ordered him to be within call , and, 
having given him a letter to be delivered to 
my uncle in case of accident, I repaired to the 
rckidczvous, which was an inclosed field at a 
little distance from the highway I found 
my antagonist had already taken his ground, 
wrapped m a dark horseman’s coat, with a 
laced hat flapped over his eyes , but what was 
my astonishment, when throwing off this 
wrapper, he appe^ared to be a person whom 1 
had never seen before ’ he liad one pistol stuck 
in a leather belt, and another in his hand 
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ready for action, and, advancing a few steps, 
called to know if 1 was ready I answer* 
ed,— “No,” and desired a parley upon 
which, he turned the muzzle of his piece 
towards the eartli, then replaced it in li® 
belt, and met me half way When I assured 
him he was not the man 1 expected to meet, 
he said it might be so , that he had received 
a slip of paper directed to Mr Wilson, re- 
iiuebting him to come hither , and that, as 
there was no other in the plate of that name, 
he naturally concluded the note was intended 
for him, and him only I then gave him to 
understand, that 1 had been injured by a per- 
hon who absumed that name, winch person 
J had actually seen within the hour, passing 
tiirough the street on horseback , that hear- 
ing there was a Mr Wilson at the Red Lion, 
1 took it for granted he was the man, and in 
that belief had written the billet, and I ex- 
pressed my surpnse, that ho, who was a 
stranger to mo and my concerns, should give 
me such a rendezvous, without taking the 
trouble to demand a previous explanation 
He replied, that there was no other of his 
name in the whole country, that no such 
horseman had alighted at tlic Red Lion since 
rune oVlock, when he arrived, that having 
had the honour to serve his majesty, he 
thought he could not decently decline any 
invitation of this kind, from what quarter 
Foever It might come, and that, if any ex- 
planation was necessary, it did not belong 
to him to demand it hut to (he gentleman 
who siimirioned him into the field Vexed 
,is 1 was at this advcntiue, I could not help 
admiring the coolness of this officei, wdiuse 
open countenaiirc prepossessed me in his 
favour lit ^eemcd to he turned of forty, 
wore his own short hhick ban, which curled 
naturally about his cars, and was very plain 
111 his ajiparcl When I beggtd pardon for 
the trouble I had given him, he received my 
apology with great good humour He told 
Tilt tliat he lived ab^mit ten miles off, at a 
small farm-house, which would afford me 
tolerable lodging, if I .vould come and take 
jhe diversion of hunting with him for a few 
wciks, m vlncli case, he might perhaps 
find out the man who had given me offence 
I thanked him very sincerely for his cour- 
teous offer, which, I told him, I was not at 
liberty to accept at picsent, on account of 
my being engaged in a family party , and so 
we parted, with mutual professions of good- 
will and esteem 

Now tell me, dear knight, what I aiif*to 
make of this singular adventure^ Am I to 
suppose that the horseman I saw was really 
a thing of flesh and blood, or a bubble that 
vanished into air** — or must I imagine Liddy 
1 nows more of the matter than she chooses 
to disclose'* ]f I thought her capable of 
carrying on any dandestme correspondence 
with such a fellow, I Should at once discard 
all tenderness, and forget that she was con- 
5 Z* 83* 


nerted to me by the ties of blood But how 
IS It possible that a girl of her simplicity ana 
inexperience sJiould maintain such an inter- 
course, surrounded, as she is, with so many 
eyes, destitute of all opportunity, and shift- 
ing quarters every day of her life Besides, 

she has solemnly promised No— I can’t 

think the girl so base — so insensible to the 
honour of her family What disturbs me 
chiefly IS the impression winch these occur- 
rences seem to make upon her spirits These 
are the symptoms from which I conclude 
that the rascal has still a hold on her affec- 
tion Surely I have a right to call him a 
rascal, and to conclude that his designs are 
infamous But it shall be my fault if he 
does not one day repent his presumption 
I confess I cannot think, much less write, on 
this subject, with .any degree of temper or 
patience, I shall therefore conclude with 
telling you, that we hope to be in Wales bv 
the Utter end of the month , but before that 
period you will probably hear again from 
y our ailectionate J MELFORD 

October 4 


To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bari at Oxon 

Dear Phillips, — When I wrote y ou bv 
last post, I did not imagine I should be 
tempted to trouble you again so soon but I 
nov^ sit down wuth a heart so full, that r 
cannot contain itself, though I arn iiiidt r 
such agitation of spirits, that you are to ex- 
pert neither method nor connection in this 
address W^e have been this day within a 
hair’s breadth ot losing honest Matthew 
Bramble, m consequence of a cursed acci- 
dent, which I wall endeavour to explain Li 
crossing the country to get into the post- 
road, It was necessary to ford a river, and 
we that were a-horscback passed witliout 
any danger or difhculty , but a great quantity 
of ram having fallen last night and th]& 
morning, there was such an accumulation of 
water, that a mill-head gave way, just as the 
coach was passing under it, and the flood 
rushed down with such impetuosity^ as fir&t 
floated, and then fairly overturned the car- 
riage in the middle of the stream Lismaliago 
and I, and the two servants, alighting instant- 
aneously, ran into the river to give all the as- 
sistance m our power Our aunt, Mrs Tabi- 
tha, w'ho had the good fortune to be upjicr- 
most, was already half way out of the coach 
window, when her lover approaching, di«- 
enfjaged her entirely , but, whether his foot 
slipped, or the burden was too great, they 
fell over head and cars in each other’s aims 
He endeavoured more than once to get up, 
anc even to disentangle himself from hei 
embrace, but she hung about his neck like a 
milstone (no bad emblem of matnmonv) , 
and if my man had not proved a staunch 
auxiliary, those two lovers would in all pro- 



450 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS 


bability have gone hand m hand to the shades warm wine, desired he might be left to his 
below For my part, I was too much en- repose Before I went to shift myself, I in- 
gaged to take anj cognizance of their dis- quired about the rest of the family 1 found 
tress I Biidtcbed out my sister by the hair ^rs Tabitha still delirious from her fright, 
of the head, and dragging her to the bank, [discharging very copiously the water she 
recollected that my uncle had not yet appear- had swallowed She was supported by the 
ed Rushing again into the stream, I met captain, distilling drops from his uncurled 
Clinker hauling ashore Mrs Jenkins, who periwig, so lank and so dank, that he looked 
looked like a mermaid with her hair dishe\- like father Thame without his seges, em- 


clled about her ears , but when I asked if 
his nidster was safe, he forthwith shook her 
fiom him, and she must haie gone to pot, if 
a miller had not bcasonably come to her re- 
lief As for Humphry, he flew like light- 
ning to the coach, that was by this time fill- 
ed with water, and, diving into it, brought up 
the poor squire, to all appearance deprived 
of life It is not m my power to describe 
what I felt at this melancholy spectacle It 
was such an agony as bafHos all description ^ 
The faithful Clinker, taking him up Ins 
arms, as if he had been an infant of six 
months, earned him ashore, howling most 
piteously all the way, and 1 follow ed him m 
a transport of grief and consternation When 
lie was laid upon the grass, and turned from 
Bide to side, a great quantity of water ran 
out at his mouth, then he opened his eyes, 
and fetched a deep sigh Clinker, perceiv- 
ing these signs of life, immediately tied up 
his arm with a garter, and, pulling out a 
horse-fleam, let him blood in the farrier 
style At first a few drops only issued from 
the onficc , but the arm being c hafed, m a 
little time the blood began to flow in a con- 
tinued stream, and he uttered some inco- 
herent w ords, which were the most welcome 
sounds that ever saluted my ear There was 
a country inn hard by, the landlord of which 
had by this time come with his people to 
give their assistance Thither my uncle 
lieing earned, was undressed, and put to bed 
wrapped in w'arm blankets , but ha\ing been 
moved too soon, he fainted away, and once 
more lay witJiout sense or motion, notwith- 
standing all the efforts of Clinker and the 
landlord, wdio bathed his temples with Hun 
gary water, and held a smelling bottle to his 
nose As I had heaid of the efficacy of salt 
in such oases, I ordered all that was in the 
hoi be to be laid under his head and body , 
and whether this application had the desired 
effect, or Nature of herself prevailed, he, in 
less that a quarter of an hour, began to 
breathe regularly, and soon retrieved his re- 
colltction, to the unspeakable joy of all the 
by-standors As for Clinker, bis brain seem- 
ed to be affected He laughed and wept, and 
danced about in such a distracted manner, 
that the landlord very judiciously conveyed 
him out of the room Mv uncle, seeing me 
drippipg wet, comprehended the whole of 
w'hat had happened, and asked if all the 
company was safe Being answered in the 
affirmative, he insisted upon my putting on 
dry clothes , and having swallow’cd a little 


bracing Isis while she cascaded in his urn 
Mrs Jenkins w'^as present also, in a loose 
bed-gown, without either cap or handker- 
chief , but she seemed to be as little compos 
mentis as her mistress, and acted so many 
cross purposes in the course ot her attend- 
ance, that, between the two, Lismahago had 
occasion for all his philosophy As for Lid- 
dy, I thought the poor girl would have ac- 
tually lost her senses The good woman of 
the house had shifted her linen, and put her 
into bed , but she was seized with tlie idta 
that her uncle had perished, and, in this per- 
suasion, made a dismal outcry , nor did she 
pay the least regard to what I said, when i 
solemnly assured her he was safe Mr Bram- 
ble hearing the noise, and being informed 
of her apprehension, desired she miglit be 
brought into his chamber , and she no sooner 
recei\ed this intimation, than she ran thithci 
half naked, with tlie wildest expression ot 
eagerness in her count ciiaiice Seeing tin 
squire sitting up in tin bed, she sprung fo»*- 
wards, and throwing her arms about liis 
n-^ck, exclaimed, m a most pathetic tone, — 
“ Are you — are >ou indeed, my uncle ' — Mv 
dear uncle ' — Mybe&t fiiend ' — Aly father’ — 
Arc you really livmg ’ or is it an illusion of 
iny poor brain'’” lloiiost Matthew was so 
much affected, that he could not help shed 
ding tears, while lie kissed her forebcdul, 
saying — “My dear Lidd), I hope J shall 
live long enough to show how sensible I am 
of your affection But your spirits are flut- 
tered child — ^you want rest — go to bed and 
compose yourself” “Well, I will,” she 
replied , “ but still methmks this cannot 
be real The coach was full of water — iny 
uncle was under us Gracious God ’ you 
was under water — bow did you got out ’ 
Tell me that , or I shall think this is all a 
deception ” “ In what manner I w'as brought 
out, I know as little as you do, my dear ” 
said the squire “ and truly Uiat is a circum- 
stance of which I want to be informed ” I 
would have given him a detail of the whole 
adventure, but he would not hear me until I 
shv^uld change my clothes , so that I had 
only tune to tell him, that he owed his life 
to the courage and fidelity of Clinker , and 
having given him this hint, I conducted my 
Bister to her own chamber 

This accident happened about three o’clock 
in the afternoofl, and in little more than 
half an hour the humc*ane was all over , but 
as the carnage was^ound to be so much 
damaged, that it could not proceed without 
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considerable repairs, a blacksmith and wheel. 
WTight were immediately sent for to the next 
market-town, and we congratulated ourselves 
upon being housed at an inn, winch, though 
remote from tlie post-road, afforded exceed- 
ing good lodging The women being pretty 
well composed, and the men all afoot, my 
uncle sent for his servant, and, in the pre- 
sene e of Lismahago and me, accosted him 
in these v^ords “ So, Clinker, I find you 
are resolved I shan’t die by water As you 
have fished me up from the bottom at vour 
own risk, you are at least entitled to all the 
money that was in my pocket, and there it 
IS ” So saying, he presented him with a 
purse containing thirty guineas, and a ring 
nc.irly of the same value “God forbid*” 
cried Clinker, “ your honour shall excuse 
me 1 am a poor fellow , but 1 have a heart 
O’ if vour honour did but know how I re- 
jou ed to see — blessed be his holy name, tliat 
made me the humble instrument — ^but as for 
the lucre of gam, I renounce it I have done 
no more than my duty , no more than I 
would have done for the most worthless of 
mv fellow -creatures , no more than I would 
hd\e done for Captain Lismahago, or Archy 
M \lpinp, or any sinner upon earth , but, for 
your worship, I would go through fire as well 

JS WdtCi ” 

‘ 1 do believe it, Humphry,” said the 
‘jquire, “but as think it was \our dutv 
to sd\e niv life at the hazard of your own, I 
think it mine to express the sense I ha\e of 
^ our extraordinary fidelity and attachment — 
I upon your rei eiving this small token 
of mv gratitude, but don’t inidgine that I 
look upon this as an adequate recompense 
for the sirvice you have done me 1 ha\o 
determined to settle thirty pounds u-}cai 
upon you for life , and I desire tliese gentle- 
men to bear witness to this mv intention, 
of v\ Inch 1 have a memorandum in my pocket- 
book ” “ Lord make me thankful for all these 
mercies’” cried Clinker, sobbing, “1 hd\p 
been a poor bankrupt from the beginning 
Your honour’s goodress found me, when I 
^Avas — ^naked — when I was — sick and forlorn 
— I understand your honour’s lodks — ^I would 
not gi\e offence — ^but my heart is very full — 
and if vour worship won’t give rnc leave to 
‘^peak — 1 must vent it in prayers to Heaven 
for my benefactor ’* When he quitted the 
room, Lismahago said, h'* should have a much 
better opinion of his honesty, if he did not 
whine and cant so abominably , but that he 
had always observed those weeping and prtiy- 
iiig fellows were hypocrites at bottom Mr 
Bramble made no reply to this sarcastic 
rcmirk, proceeding from the lieutenant’s re- 
scuitirient of Clinker’s having, in pure sim- 
plicity of heart, ranked him with M’Alpine 
and the sinners of the earth The landlord 
being called to receive some orders about 
the beds, told the squire, that his house was 
very much at his service, but he was sure he 


should not have the honour to lodge him and 
Ills company He gave him to understand 
that hiB master, who lived hard by, would 
not suffer us to be at a public house, when 
there was an accommodation for us at h]<3 
own , and that, if he had not dined abroad iii 
the neighbourhood, he would have undoubt - 
edly come to offer his services at our first 
arrival. He then launched out in praise of 
that gentleman, ivhom he had served as but- 
ler, representing him as a perfect miracle of 
goodness and generosity He said he was a 
person of great learning, and allowed to be 
the best farmer in the country — ^that he had 
a lady who was as much beloved as himself, 
and an only son, a very hopeful young gen- 
tleman, just recovered from a dangerous 
fever, which had like to have proved fatal to 
the whole family , lor, if the son had died, 
he was sure the parents would not have pur- 
vivci^ their loss lie had not yet finished 
the encomium of Mr Dennison, when thw 
gentleman arrived in a post-chaise, and his 
appearance seemed to justify all that had 
been said in his favour He is pretty well 
advanced in years, but hale, robust and florid, 
with an ingenuous countenance, expressive 
of good sense and humanity Having con- 
doled with us on the accident wdiich had 
happened, he said ho w'as come to conduct 
us to his habitation, where we should be les-* 
incommoded than at such a paltrj rin, a^id 
Lxprobsed his hope that the ladies would not 
be the worfco for going thither in hib carnage 
as th(» distance was not above a quarter of a 
mile My umle having made a proper re- 
turn to this courteous exhibition, eyed Ihiii 
attentively, and then asked if be had not 
be“n at Oxford, a rornmoner of Queen’s 
college, wdien Mr Dennison answered, — 
“ Yes,” with boine marks of burpiisc “ Look 
at me, then,” said our squire, “and let us see it 
you can recollect the features of an old friend, 
whom you have not seen these forty years ’ 
The gentleman, taking him by the hand, and 
gazing at him earnestly, — “ I protest,” criei 
he, “1 do think 1 recal the idea of Matthew 
IJo\d of Glamorganshire, who was student 
of Jesus ” “ Well remembered, my dear 
friend Charles Dennison (exclaimed my uii- 
cle, pressing him to his breast), I am tha' 
V ery identical Matthew Lloyd of ^amorgan ” 
Clinker, who had just entered the room wntli 
some coals for the fire, no sooner heard these 
words, than, throwing down the scuttle on 
the toes of Lismahago, he began to caper as 
if he was mad, crying, — “ Matthew LIov <1 
of Glamorgan* O Providence* Matthew 
Lloyd of Glamorgan Then, cla'?ping niy 
uncle’s knees, he went on m this manner — 
“ Your worship must forgive me— Matt h< w 
Lbyd of Glamorgan *— O Lord, sir ’—1 eaii’l 
contain myself* — I shall lose my senstb— ” 
“Nay, thou hast lost them already, I be- 
lieve,” said the squire, peevishly , “ pr’> 
Clinker, be quiet — what is the matter'*” 
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Humphry, fumbling in his bosom, pulled out 
an old wooden snun-box, which he presented 
in great trepidation to his master, who, open- 
ing It immediately, perceived a small corne- 
lian seal, and two scraps of paper At sight 
of these articles he started, and changed 
colour, and casting his eye upon the inscrip- 
tions — ** Ha '-—how what ’ — where,” cned 

he, ” IS the person here named Clinker, 
knocking his own breast, could hardly pro- 
nounce these Words—** Here — here — ^here is 
Matthew Lloyd, as the certificate showeth 
Humphry Clinker wSs the name of the far-* 
rier that took me ’prentice/’ ‘*And who 
gave you these tokens said my uncle, has- 
tily ** My poor mother on her death-bed,” 
replied the other ‘*And who was your 
mother “Dorothy Tw>ford, an’ please 
your honour, heretofore bar^keeper at the 
Angel at Chippenham ” ** And why were 
not these tokens produced before ** My 
mother told me she had wrote to Glamor- 
ganshire, at the time of my birth, but had no 
answer, and that afterwards, when she made 
inquiry, there was no such person in that 
county ” ** And so, in consequence of my 
changing my name, and going abroad at that 
very time, thy poor tnoOier and thou have 
been left to want and miseir— I am really 
shocked at the consequence of my own folly ” 
Then, laying his hand on Clinker’s head, he 
added* — ** Stand forth, Matthew Lloyd— you 
see, gentlemen, how the sms of my youth 
rise up m judgment against me— here is ipy 
direction written with my own hand, and a 
seal which I left at the woman’s request'* 
and this is a certificate of the Oiiild’s baptism, 
signed by the curate of the parish ” The 
company were not a little surprised at this 
discovery, upon which Mr Dennison face- 
tiously congratulated both the father and the 
son for my part, 1 shook my new found 
cousin heartily by the hand , and Lismahago 
complimented him with the tears in his eyes , 
for he hod been hopping about the room, 
swearing in broad Scotch, and bellowing with 
the pain occasioned by the fall of the coal- 
scuttle upon his foot He had even vowed 
to dn\e the sml out of the body of that mad 
rascal but, perceiving the unexpected turn 
\\ hich things had taken, he wished him joy 
of his good fortune, observing, that it went 
\ ery near his heart, as he was like to be a 
great toe out of pocket by the discovery 
Mr Dennison now desired to know fUr what 
reason my uncle had changed the name by 
which he knew him at Oxford, and our 
s^ire satisfied him, by answering to this 
effect “ I took my mother’s name, which 
was Lloyd, as heir to her lands m Glamor- 
« ^nshire , but, when ( came of age^ I sold 
that property, in order to clear my paternal, 
estate, and resumed my real name , so that 
I am now Matthew Bramble of BramhletoU- 
hall, in Monmouthshire, at your service , and 
this IS my nephew Jeremy Melford of Bel- 


held, in the county of Glamorgan ” At that 
instant the ladies entenng the room, he pre- 
sented Mrs Tabitha as his sister, and Liddy 
as his niece The old gentleman saluted 
them very cordially, and seemed struck with 
the appearance of my sister, whom he could 
not help surveying with a mixture of com- 
placency and surprise ** Sister,” said my 
unde, ** there is a poor relation that recom- 
mends himself to your good graces The 
quondam Humphry Clinker is metamorpho- 
sed into Matthew Lloyd, and claims the hon- 
our of being your carnal kinsman In short, 
the rogue proves to be a crab of my own 
planting, m the days of hot blood and unre- 
strained libertinism ” Clinker had by this 
time dropped upon one knee, by the side of 
Mrs Tabitha, who, eping him askance, and 
flirting her fan with marks of agitation, 
thought proper, after some conflict, to hold 
out her hand for him to kiss, saying, with a 
demure aspect, — “Brother, you have been 
very wicked , but I hope you’ll live to see 
the folly of your ways — I am very sorry to 
say, the young man, whom you have this day 
acknowledged, has more grace and religion, 
by the gift of God, than you with all your 

f rofane learning, and repeated opportunity — 
do think he has got the tnck of the eye, 
and the tip of the nose, of my uncle Lloyd 
of Flluydwelhn , and, as for the long chin, it 
18 the very moral of the governor’s Brother, 
as you have changed hts name, pray change 
his dress also , that livery doth not become 
any person that hath got our blood in his 
veins ” Liddy seemed much pleased with 
this acquisition to the family — she took him 
by the hand, declaring she should alvi ays be 
proud to own her connection with a virtuous 
young man, who had given so many proofs 
of his gratitude and affection to her uncle 
Mrs Winifred Jenkins, extremely fluttered 
between her surprise at this discovery, and 
the apprehension of losing her sweetheart, 
exclaimed, in a giggling tone, — ** I wish you 
joy, Mr Clinker — Floyd, I would say — hi, 
hi, hi * — ^you’ll be so proud, you won’t look at 
your poor fellow-servants, oh, oh Honest . 
Clinker owimd he was oveijoyed at his good 
fortune, which was greater than he deserved 
— “ But wherefore wiould I be proud **” said 
he, *‘a poor object, conceived in sin, and 
brought forth m iniquity, nursed in a parish 
workhouse, and bred in a smithy — ^whenever 
1 seem proud, Mts Jenkins, 1 beg of you to 
put me in mind of the condition I was m 
whbn I first saw you between Chippenham 
and Marlborough ” 

When this momentous affair was dis- 
cussed to the satisfaction of all parties con- 
cerned, the weather being dry, the ladies 
declined the carnage , so that we walked all 
tc^ther to Mr Dennison’s house, where wc 
found the tea ready prepared by his lady, an 
amiable matron, who received us with all the 
benevolence of hospitality The house is 
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old fashioned and irregular, but lodgenble 
and commodious To the south it has the 
river m front, at the distance of a hundred 
}>accs , and on the north there is a rising 
ground, covered with an agreeable planta- 
tion the greens and walks are kept in the 
nicest order, and all is rural and romantic 
1 have not yet seen the young gentleman, 
who 18 on a visit to a friend in the neigh- 
bourhood, from whose house he is not ex- 
pected till to-morrow 
In the mean time, as there is a man going 
to the next market town with letters for the 
post, I take this opportunity to send you the 
history of this day, which has been remark- 
ably full of adventures , and you will own 
I give you them like a beef-steak at Dolly’s, 
hot and hot, without ceremony and parade, 
just as they come from the recollection of 
yours, J MELFORD 


To Dr Lewis 

Dear Dick, — Since the last trouble I 
gave you, I haie met with a variety of in- 
cidents some of them of a singular Qature, 
which I reserve as a fund for conversation , 
but there are others so interesting, that they 
will not keep in petto till meeting 

Know, then, it was a thousand pounds to 
a sixpence, that you should now be expeu- 
ting my will, instead of perusing my letter ' 
Two days ago, o-r coach was overturned in 
the midst of a rapid river, where my life 
was saved with the utmost aifhculty, by the 
( ourage, activity* and presence of mind, of 
my servant Humphry Clinker But this is 
not the most surprising circumstance of the 
adventure The said Humphry Clinker 
proves to be Matthew Lloyd, natural son of 
one Matthew Lloyd ot Glamorgan, if you 
know any such person You see, doctor, 
that, notwithstanding all your philosophy, it 
if> not without reason that we Welshmen 
ascribe such energy to the force of blood — 
But we shall discuss this point on some fu- 
ture oc( asion 

• This IS not the only discovery which I 
made in consequence of our disaster We 
happened to be wrecked upon a friendly 
shore The lord of the manor is no other 
than Charles Dennison, our fellow-rake at 
Oxford We are now happily housed with 
that gentleman, who has really attained to 
that pitch of rural felicity at which I have 
been aspiring these twenty years in va^ 
He IS blessed with a consort, whose dispo- 
,sition IS suited to his own in all respects , 
tender, generous, and benevolent She, 
moreover, possesses an uncommon share of 
understanding, fortitude, and discretion, and 
IS admirably qualified to be his companion, 
confidant, counsellor, and coadjutnx These 
excellent persons have an only son, about 
nineteen years of age, just such a youth as 


they could have wished that Heaven would 
bestow, to fill up the measure of their enjoy- 
ment In a word, they know no other alloy 
to tlieir happiness, but their apprehension 
and anxiety about the life and concerns of 
this beloved object 

Our old fnend, who had the misfortune to 
be a second brother, was bred to the law, 
and even called to the bar , but he did not 
find himself qualified to shjne in that pro- 
vince, and had very little inclination for his 
profession He disobliged his fatlier, by 
marrying for love, without any consideration 
of fortune , so that he had little or nothing 
to depend upon for some years but his prac- 
tice, which afforded him a bare subsistence , 
and the prospect of an increasing family be- 
gan to give him disturbance and disquiet 
tn the mean time, his father dying, was suc- 
ceeded by his eldest brother, a fox-hunter and 
a sot, who neglected his afiairs, insulted and 
oppressed his servants, and in a few years had 
well-nigh ruined the estate, when he was 
happily earned off by a fever, the immediate 
consequence of a debauch Charles, with 
the approbation of his wife, immediately de- 
termined to quit business, and retire into the 
country, although this resolution was stren- 
uously and zeiuously opposed by every in- 
dividual whom he consulted on the subject 
Those who had tned the experiment assured 
him, that he could not pretend to breathe m 
the country for less than double of what 
his estate produced , that, in order to be up- 
on the footing of a gentleman, he would be 
obliged to keep horses, hounds, carriages, 
with a suitable number of servants, and 
maintain an ele^nt table for the entertain- 
ment of his neighbours , that farming was a 
mystery known only to those who had been 
bred up to it from the cradle, the success of 
it depending not only upon skill and indus- 
try, but also upon such attention and econo- 
my as no gentleman could be supposed to 
give or practise accordingly, every attempt 
made by gentlemen miscarried, and not a 
few had been ruined by their prosecution of 
agriculture , nay, they affirmed, that he 
would find it cheaper to buy hay and oats for 
his cattle, and go to market for his poultry, 
eggs, kitchen-herbs, and roots, and every the 
most inconsiderable article of house-keep- 
ing, than to have those articles produced on 
hiB own ground 

These objections did not deter Mr Denni- 
son, because they were chiefly founded upon 
the supposition, that he would be obliged to 
lead a life of extravagance and dissipation, 
which he and his consort equally detested, 
despised, and determined to avoid The 
objects he had m view, were health of body, 
peace of mind, and the private satisfaction 
of domestic quiet, unalloyed by actual want, 
and uninterrupted by the fears of indigence 
He was very moderate m his estimate of 
the necessanes, and even of the comforts of 
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life he required nothing but wholeeonie air, 
pure ^ater, agreeable exercise, plain diet, 
convenient lodging, and decent apparel He 
reflected, that, if a peasant, without educa- 
tion, or any great share of natural sagacity, 
could maintain a large familv, and even be- 
come opulent, upon a farm for which he paid 
an annual rent of two Or thtee hundred 
pounds to the landlords surely he himself 
might hope for some success from his indus- 
try, having no rent to pay, but, on the con- 
trary, three or four hundred pounds a-year 
to receive He considered that the earth 
was an indulgent mother, that yielded her 
fruits to all her children without distinction 
He had studied the theory of agriculture 
with a degree of eagerness and delight , and 
he could not conceive there was anv mystety 
in the practice but what he should be able to 
disclose hy dint of care and application 
With respect to houshold expense, he enter- 
ed into a minute detail and investigation, by 
which he perceived the assertions of his 
fnends were altogether erroneous He found 
he should save sixty pounds a-year in the 
single article of house rent, and as much 
more m pocket-money and contingencies , 
that even butcher’s meat was twenty per 
cent cheaper in the country than in London , 
but that poultry, and almost every other cir- 
cumstance o& Wse-keepmg, might be hod 
for less than one-half of what they cost in 
town , besides a considerable saving on the 
side of dress, m being delivered ^m the 
oppressive imposition of ridiculous mooes, 
invented by iterance, and adopted by folly 
As to the mingor of vying with the nch in 
pomp and equipage, it never gave him the 
least disturbance He was now turned of 
forty , and having lived half that time in the 
busy scenes of life, was well skilled in the 
science of mankind There cannot be m 
nature a more contemptible figure, than that 
of a man, who, with five hundred pounds a- 
year, presumes to rival in expense a neigh- 
bour who possesses five tunes that income 
His ostentation, far from concealing, serves 
only to discover his indigence, and render 
his vanity the more shocking , for it attracts 
the eyes of censure, and excites the spirit 
of inquiry. There is not a family m the 
county, nor a servant in his house, nor a 
farmer in the pansh^, but what knows the 
utmost farthing that his lands produce ; and 
all these behom him with scorn or compass- 
ion 1 am eurpnsed that these reflections do 
not ocemr to persons m this unhappy d^em- 
ma, and produce a salutary effect; but the 
truth IS, of all the passions incident to human 
nature, vanity is that which most effectually j 
pmrverts the faculties of fhe undeietanduig , > 
nay, it eometimes becomes so mpiredibly ^ 
praved» us to aspire st infim^, and find pleat > 
sure pa beanng the stigmas of reproach 
1 have now given you a sketch of ^ 
character and situation of Mr Dennison, 


when he came down to take possession of 
hi6 estate , but as the messenger, who car- 
ries the letters to the next town, is just set- 
ting off, I shall reserve what farther 1 have 
to say on this subiect till the next post, when 
you shall certainly hear from yours, always, 
MATT BRAMBLE 

October 8 


To Dr Lewis 

Once more, dear doctor, I resume the 
pen for your amusement. It was on the 
morning after our arrival, that, walking out 
with my friend Mr Dennison, I could not help 
breaking forth into the warmest express- 
ions of applause at the beauty of the scene, 
which IS really enchanting , and 1 signified, 
m particular, how much 1 was pleased with 
the disposition of some detached groves, 
that afforded at once shelter and ornament 
to his habitation 

When I took poBsession of these lands, 
about two-and-twenty years ago,” said he, 

there was not a tree standing within a 
mile of the house, except those of an old 
neglected orchard, which produced nothing 
but leaves and moss It was in the gloomy 
month of November when I arrived, and 
fiiund the house m such a condition, that it 
might have been justly styled the tower of 
desolatton The court-yard was covered 
with nettles and docks, and the garden ex- 
hibited such a rank plantation of weeds as 1 
had never seen before , the wmdow-shutiers 
were falling in pieces , the sashes broken, 
and owls and jack-daws had taken possess- 
ion of the chimneys The prospect within 
was still more dreary All was dark and 
damp, and dirty beyond description, the 
ram penetrated into several parts of the 
roof, m some apartments the very floors 
had given way, the hangings were parted 
from the walls, and shaking in mouldy rem- 
nants , the glasses were dropping out of their 
frames; the family pictures were covered 
with dust, and all the chairs and tables 
worm-eaten and crazy There was not a 
bed m the iiouse that could be used, except 
one old-&shioned machine with a high gill 
te^r, and fhngcd curtains of yellow mo- 
hair, ’^ich had been, for aught I know, two 
centunes m the fiumly In short, there was 
np furmture but the utensils of the kitchen , 
and the ceUar afforded nothing but a few 
empty butts and barrels, that stunk so abomi- 
nkhly, that 1 would not suffer any body to 
enter it, until 1 had flashed a considerable 
quantity of gunjpowder, to qualify the foul 
air within 

« An old cottager and his wife, who were 
hired to lie in the house, had left it with pre- 
cipitation, alleging, among other causes of 
retreat, that they could not sleep for fright- 
ful qoises, and that my poor brother certainly 
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walked after death In a word, the house 
appeared uninhabitable, the barn, stable 
and out-houses were m rums, all the fences 
broken down, and the fields lying waste 
“The farmer who kept the key, never 
dreamed I had any intention to live upon the 
spot He rented a farm of sixty pounds, and 
hiR lease was lust expiring He had formed 
a scheme of oeing appointed bailiff to the 
estate, and of converting the house and the 
adjacent grounds to his own use A hint of 
this intention I received from the curate, at 
my first arrival , 1 therefore did not pay 
much regard to what he said by wav of dis* 
couraging me from coming to settle lu the 
country , but I was a little startled when he 
• gave me warning that he should quit the 
farm at the expiration of his lease, unless I 
would abate considerably m the rent 
* At this period 1 accidently became ac» 
quamted with a person, whose friendship 
laid the foundation of all my prospentv In 
the next market town, T chanced to dine at 
an mn with a Mr Wilson, who has lately 
come to settle in the neighbourhood He 
Jiad been lieutenant of a man-of-war, but 
quitted the sea in some disgust, and married 
the only daughter of farmer Bland, who lives 
in this parish, and has acquired a good for- 
tune m the way of husbandry Wilson is 
one of the best-natured men I ever knew , 
brave, frank, obliging and ingenuous He 
liked ray conversation , 1 was charmed with 
his liberal manner an acquaintance imme- 
diately commenced, and this was soon im- 
pro\ed into ^ a friendship without reserve 
There are characters, which, bke similar 
particles of matter, strongly attract each 
other He forthwith introduced me to his 
father-in-law, farmer Bland, who was well 
acquainted with every acre of my estate, of 
consequence well qualified to advise me on 
this occasion Finding I was inclined to 
embrace a country life, and even to amuse 
myself w^th the occupations of fiirming, he 
approved of my design He gave me to un- 
derstand that «11 my farms were underlet, 
that the estate was capable of great improve- 
iqcnt, that there was plenty of chalk m the 
neighbourhood, and that my on^n ground 
produced excellent marl for manure With 
respect to the farm, which was like to fall 
into my hands, he said he would willingly 
take It at the present rent , but at the same 
time owned, that if I would expend two hun- 
dred pounds in inclosures, it would be worth 
more than double the sum 

“ Thus encouraged, I began the executicm 
of my scheme without further delay, and 

M into a sea of expense, though I had 
[ in reserve, and the whole produce 
of the estate did not exceed three hundred 
pounds a-year In one week my house was 
made weather-tight, and thorougpily cleansed 
from top to bottom , then it was well ven- 
tilated, by throwing all the doors and win- 


dows open, and making blazing fires of wood 
in every chimney from the kitchen to the 
garrets The floors were repaired, the 
sashes new glazed, and, out of the old furni- 
ture of the whole house, I made shift to fit 
up a parlour and three chambers, m a plain, 
yet decent manner The court-yard was 
cleared of weeds and rubbish, and mv fnend 
Wilson charged himself with the dressing 
of the garden Bncklavers were set at work 
upon the barn and stable , and labourers en- 
gaged to restore the fences, and begin the 
work of hedging and ditching, under the 
direction of farmer Bland, at v^ose recom- 
mendation I hired a careful hmd to he in the 
house, and keep constant fires in the apart- 
ments 

“ Having taken these measures, I returned 
to London, where I fiirthwith sold off my 
household furniture, and, in three weeks 
from my first visit, brought my wife hither 
to kee^ her Christmas Considering the 
gloomy season of the year, the dreariness of 
the place, an4 the decayed aspect of our 
habitation, I was afraid that her resolution 
would sink under tfie sudden transition from 
a town life to such a melancholy state of 
rustication , but 1 was agreeably disimpoint- 
ed she found the reality less uncommrtable 
than the picture I had drawn By this time, 
indeed, things wene mended in appearance 
The out-houses had risen out of their ruins , 
the pigcon-house was rebuilt, and replenish- 
ed by Wilson, who also put my garden in 
decent order, and provided a good stock of 
poultry, which made an agreeable figure m 
my )ard , and the house, on the whole, 
looked like the habitation of human crea- 
tures Farmer Bland spared me a milk-cow 
for my family, and an ordinary saddle-horse 
for my servant to go to market at the next 
town I hired a country lad for a footman , 
the hind’s daughter was my house-moid, and 
my wife had brought a cook-maid from Lon- 
don 

“ Such was my family when I began house- 
keeping in this place, with three hundred 
pounds in my pocket, raised from the sale of 
my superfluous furniture I knew we should 
find occupation enough through the day to 
employ our time, but I dreaded the long win- 
ter evenings , yet for these too we found a 
remedy The curate, who was a single man , 
soon became so naturalized to the family, 
that he generally lay m the house , and his 
company was equally agreeable and useful 
He was a modest man, a good scholar, and 
perfectly well qualified to instruct me in such 
country matters as I wanted to know Mr 
Wilson brought his wife to see us , and she 
became so fond of Mrs Dennison, that she 
said she was never so happy as when she 
enjoyed the benefit of her conversation She 
was then a fine buxom country lass, exceed- 
ingly docile, and as good-natured as her 
husband Jack Wilson , so that a friendship 
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ensued among the women, which hath con- 
tinued to this day 

** As for Jack, he hath been my constant 
companion, counsellor, and commissary — I 
would not for a hundred pounds you should 
leave my house without seeing mm Jack 
is an universal ^nius— his talents are really 
astonishing He is an excellent carpenter, 
joiner, and turner, and a cunnmg artist in 
iron and brass He not only supenntended 
my economy, but also presided over my pas- 
times He taught me to brew beer, to make 
Cider, perry, mead, usquebaugh, and plague- 
water , to cook several outlandish delicacies, 
such as (dtaSf p^per-pots, ptllaw^t corys, 
chabohs and He understands all 

manner of games, from chess down to chuck- 
farthing , Bings a good song, plays upon tlie 
violin, and dances a hornpipe with surprising 
agihty He and I walked, and rode, and 
hunted, and fished together, without minding 
the vicissitudes of the weather, and 1 am 
persuaded, thkt in a raw moist climate, like 
this of England, continual exercise is as ne- 
cessary as food to the preservation of the 
individual In the course of two-and-twenty 
years there has not been one hour’s interrup- 
tion or abatement in the fi*iendship subsisting 
between Wilson’s family and mine, and, 
what IS a rare instance of good fortune, that 
friendship is continued to our children His 
son and mine are nearly of the same age and 
the same dispoaition , they have been bred 
up together at the same school and college, 
and love each other with the warmest affec- 
tion 

By Wilson’s means, X likewise formed 
an acquaintance with a sensible physician, 
who lives in the next market town , and his 
Bister, an agreeable old maidOn, passed the 
Christmas Holidays at our houses Mean- 
while, 1 began my farming with great eager- 
ness, and that very winter planted these 
groves that please you so much As for the 
neighbouring gentry, 1 had no trouble from 
that quarter during my first campaign , they 
were all gone to town before I had setUed m 
the country , and by the summer I had taken 
measures to defend myself from their attacks 
When a gay equipage came to my gates, I 
was never at home , those who visited me in 
a modest way, I received ; and, according to 
the remarks I made on their characters and 
conversation, either rejected their advances, 
or returned their ciVilitv I was m general 
despised among the fashionable company, as 
a low fellow, both in breeding and circum* 
stances , nevertheless, I found a Ihw indivi- 
duals of moderate fortune, who gladly adopt- 
ed my style of living , and many others would 
have acceded to our society, had they not 
been prevented by the pride, envy^ and am- 
bition of their wives and daughtefv Those, 
in times of luxury and dissipaticm, are the 
rocks upon which all the smal] estates m the 
country are wrecked 


I reserved m my own hands some acres 
of ground adjacent to the house, for making 
expenments in agriculture, according to the 
directions of Lyle, Tull, Hart, Duhamel and 
others, who have written on this subject , 
and qualified their theory i^ith the practical 
ol^ervation of fanner Bland, who was my 
great master in the art of husbandry In 
short, 1 became enamoured of a country life , v 
and my success greatly exceeded my expec- 
tation I drained bogs, burned heath, grubbed 
up furze and fern , j planted copse and wil- 
lows where nothing else would grow , I gra- 
dually inclosed all my farms, and made such 
improvements, that my estate now yields me 
clear twelve hundred pounds a-year All 
this time my wife and 1 have enjoyed unm- * 
terrupted health, and a regular flow of spirits, 
except on a very few occasions, when our 
cheerfulness was mvaded by such accidents 
as are inseparable from the condition of life 
1 lost two children m their infancy by tlic 
small-pox, so that I have one son only, in 
whom all our hopes are centered He went 
yesterday to visit a friend, with whom he has 
staid all night, but he will be here to dinner • 

I shall this day have the pleasure of present- 
ing him to you and your family , and I flatter 
myself you will find him not altogether un- 
worthy of your affection 

** The truth is, either I am blinded by the 
partiality of a parent, or he is a boy of a very 
amiable character , and vet his conduct has 
given us unspeakable disquiet You must 
know we had projected a match between him 
and a gentleman’s daughter jn the next 
county, who will in all probability be heress 
of a considerable fortune, but it seems he 
bad a personal disgust to the alliance He 
was then at Cambndge, and tried to gam 
time on various pretences , but being pressed 
in letters by his mother and me to give a 
definitive answer, he fairly gave his tutor the 
slip, and disappeared about eight months 
ago Before he took this rash step, he wrote 
ine a letter, explaining his objections to the 
match, and declaring that he would keep 
himself concealed until he should understand 
that his parents would dispense with h^s 
contracting an engagement that must make 
him miserable for Bfe , and he prescribed the 
form of advertising in a certain newspaper, 
by which be might be apprised of our senti- 
ments on this subject 
** You may easily conceive how much we 
were alarmed and aiflicted by this elopement, 
which be had made without dropping the 
least hint to his companion Charles Wilson, 
who belonged to the same college We re- 
solved to punish him with the appearance oV 
neglect, m hopes that he would return of his 
own actord , but he maintained his purpose 
till the young lady chose a partner for her- 
self, then he produced himself, and made his 
peace by the mediation of W ilson Suppose 

we shomd unite our families, by joining him 
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with your niece, who is one of the most lovely floor, and, gazing at her with the utmost ea- 
creatures I ever beheld My wife is already gerness of astonishment, exclaimed, Sa- 
as fond of her as if she were her own child , cred heaven ' what is this '--ha ' — ^where- 
and I have a presentiment that my son will fore — ** Here his speech failing, he stood 
be captivated by her at first sight ** Noth* straining his eyes, in the most emphatic 
ing could be more agreeable to all our family,” silence. ^ George,” said his father, ^ this is 
said I, ** than such an alliance , but, my dear my fnend Mr Lloyd Roused at this mtima- 
friend, candour obliges me to tell you, that I tion, he turned and received my salute, when 
am afraid Liddy’s heart is not wholly disen* 1 said , — ** Young gentleman, if you had trust- 
gaged — there is a cursed obstacle — ” << You ed me with your secret at our last meeting, 
mean the young stroller at Gloucester,” said we should have parted upon better terms ” 
he, ** you are surpnsed that 1 should know Before be could make any answer, Jerry 
this circumstance , but you^will be more smw came round and stood before him with open 
prised when 1 tell yon that stroller is no other arms At first he started and changed co- 
than my son Geor^ Dennison— that was the lour , but, after a short pause, he rushed into 
character he assumed m his eclipse ” ** I his embrace, tod they hugged one another 
am indeed astonished and overjoyed,” cried as if they had been intimate fiends from their 
T, ** and shall be happy b^ond expk^ssion to infancy Then he paid his respects to Mrs 
see your proposal take effect ” Tabitha , and advancing to Liddy,— “ Is it 

He then gave me to understand, that the possible,” cried he, “ that hw senses do not 
young gentleman, at his emerging from con- play me false tliat I see Miss Melford un- 
cealment, had disclosed hiS passion for Miss demy father's roof— that I am permitted to 
Melford, the niece of Mr Bramble of Mon- speak to her without giving offence — and 
raouthshire Though Mr Dennison little that her relations have honoured me with 
dreamed that this was his old friend Matthew their countenance and protection Liddy 
Lloyd, he nevertheless furnished his son with blushed, and trembled, and faultered “ To 
proper credentials, and ho had been at Bath, be sure, sir,” sajd she, ” it is a very surpris- 
London, and many other places, in quest of mg circumstance— a great— a providential — 
us, to make himself and his pretensions 1 really know not what I say^-^ut 1 beg you 
known The bad success of his inqufiy had will think I have said what’s agreeable ” 
such an effect upon his spmts, that, imme- Mrs Dennison interposmg, said, — Com- 
diately at his return, he was seizeilfwith a pose yourselves, my dear children Your 
dangerous fever, which overwhelmed his pa- mutual happiness shall be our peculiar care ” 
rents with terror and afiliction , but he is now The son going up to his mother, kissed one 
happily recovered, though still weak and hand , my niece bathed the other with her 
disconsolaJte My nephew joining us m our tears , and the good old lady pressed them 
walk, I informed him of these circumstances, both in their turns to her breast The lovers 
with which he was wonderfully pleased He were too much affected to get rid of their 
declared he would promote the match to the embarrassment for one day , but the scene 
utmost of his power, and that he longed to was much enlivened by the arrival of Jack 
embrace young Mr Dennison as his fnend Wilson, who brought, as usual, some game 
and brother Meanwhile, the father went to of his own killing His honest countenance 
desire his wife to communicate this discovery was a good letter of recommendation I 
gradually to Liddy, that her delicate nerves received him like a dear fnend after a long 
might not suffer too sudden a shock , and 1 separation , and I could not help wondering 
imparted the particulars to my sister Tabby, to see him shake Jerry by the hand as an old 
who expressed some surpnse, not altogether acquaintance They had, indeed, been ac- 
unmixed,Ibelieve, with an emotion of envy, quamted some days, m consequence of a 
• for, though she could have no qjijection to an diverting incident, which I shall explain at 
alliance at once so honourable and advan- meeting That same night a consultation 
tageouB, she hesitated in giving her consent, was hdd upon the concerns of the lovers, 
on pretence of the youth and inexperience when the match was formally agreed to, and 
of the parties At length, however, she ac- all the marriage articles were settled without 
quiesced, in consequence of having consulted the least dispute My nephew and 1 pro- 
with Captam Lismaliogo mised to make Liddy’s fortune five thousand 

Mr Dennison took care to be in the way pounds, Mr Dennison declared^ he would 
when his son arrived at the gats', and, mith- make over one half of his estate immediately 
out giving hirr time or opportunity to make to hts son, and that his daughter-in-law 
, any inquiry about the strangers, brought him should be secured in a jointure of four hun- 
up stairs to be presented to Mr lioyd and dred Tabby proposed, that, considering 
hiB family The first person he saw, when their youth, th^ should undergo one year 
he entered the room, was Liddy, who, not- at least of probation, before the indissoluble 
withstanding her preparation, stood trem- knot should be tied , but the young gentle- 
bhng m the utmost confusion At sight of man being very unpatient and importunate, 
this obiect, he was fixed motionless to the and the scheme implying that the young 
6 A* 84 
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couple should live in the house under the 
wings of his parents, we resolved to make 
them happy without farther delay 

As the law requires that the parties should 
be some weeks resident m the parish, we 
shall stay here till the ceremony is ^rformed 
Mr Lismahago requests that he may take 
the benefit of the same occasion, so that 
Sunday next the banns will be published for 
all four together 1 doubt 1 shall not be able 
to pass my Christmas with you at Bramble- 
ton-hall Indeed, 1 am so agreeably situated 
in this place, that 1 have no desire to shift 
my quarters , and 1 foresee, that, when the 
day of separation comes, there will be abun- 
dance of sorrow on all sides In tlie mean 
time, we must make the most of those bless- 
ings which Heaven bestows Considering 
how you are tethered by your profession, 1 
cannot hope to see you so far from home , 
yet the distance docs not exceed a summer 
day’s journey, and Charles Dennison^ who 
desires to be remembered to you, would be 
rejoiced to see his old compotator , but as I 
am now stationary, I expect regular answers 
to the epistles of, yours mvanably, 

MATT BRAMBLE 

October 11 


To SiE Watkin Phillips, Bart at Oxon 

Dear Wat, — Every day is now big with 
incident and discovery Young Mr Denni- 
son proves to be no other than that identical 
person whom 1 have execrated so long under 
the name of Wilson He had eloped from 
college at Cambridge, to avoid a match that 
he detested, and acted in different parts of 
the country as a stroller, until the lady in 
question made choice of a husband for her- 
self, then he returned to bis father, and dis- 
closed his passion for Liddy, which met with 
the approbation of his parents, though the 
father little imagined that Mr Bramble was 
his old companion Matthew Lloyd The 
young gentleman being empowered to make 
honourable proposals to ray uncle and me, 
had been in search of us all over England 
without effect , and he it was whom I had 
seen pass on horseback by the window of the 
inn, where 1 stood with my sister , but he 
little dreamed that we were in the house 
As for the real Mr Wilson, whom I called 
forth to combat by mistake, he is the neigh- 
bour and intimate fnend of old Mr Dennison, 
and this connection had suggested to the son 
the idea of taking that name while he remain- 
ed in obscurity 

You may easily conceive what pleasure 1 
must have felt on discovering that the honour 
of our fi^roily was in no danger from the con- 
duct of a Ulster whom I love with uncommon 
affection; that, instead of debasing her sen- 
timents and views to a w retched stroller, she 


had really captivated the heart of a gentle- 
man, her equal m rank, and supenor in for- 
tune , and that, as his parents approved of 
his attachment, I was on the eve of acquiring 
a brother-in-law so worthy of my friendship 
and esteem George Dennison is, without 
all question, ope of the most accomplished 
young fellows in England His person is at 
once elegant and manly, and his understand- 
ing highly cultivated Though his spirit is 
lofty, hiB heart is kind , and his manner so 
en^giDg, as to command veneration and 
love, even from malice and indifference 
When I weigh my own character with his, 1 
am ashamed to find myself so light m the ba- 
lance , but the comparison excites no envy — I 
propose him as a model for imitation 1 have 
endeavoured to recommend myself to his 
friendship, and hope I have already found a 
place m ms affection 1 am, however, mor- 
tified to reflect what fiagrant injustice we 

we ^rm, in viewing objects through the fal- 
sifying medium of prejudice and passion 
Had you asked me a few days ago the pic- 
ture of Wilson the player, I should have 
drawn a portrait very unlike the real person 
and character of George Dennison W ithout 
all doubt, the greatest advantage acquired in 
travelling and perusing mankind m the ori- 
ginal, IS that of (Jispclling those shameful 
clouds that darken the facmties of the mind, 
preventing it from judging with candour and 
precision 

The real Wilson is a great original, and 
the best tempered companionablerman 1 ever 
knew I question if ever he was angry or 
low-spinthd m his life He makes no pre- 
tensions to letters, but he is an adept m 
every thing else that can be either useful or 
entertaining Among other qualifications, he 
16 a complete sportsman, and counted the 
best shot in the country He and Dennison, 
and Lisroahago and 1, attended by Clinker, 
went lusliooting yesterday, and made great 
bavock among the partridges To-morrow 
we shall take the field against the woodcocks 
and snipes In the evening we dance and 
sing, or play at commerce, loo and quad-' 
nlle 

Mr Dennison is an elegant poet, and has 
written some detached pieces on the subject 
of hiB passion for Liddy, which must be very 
flattering to the vanity of a young woman 
Perhaps he is one of the greatest theatrical 
geniuses that ever appeared He sometimes 
entertains us with reciting favourite speeches 
from our best plays We arc resolved to 
convert the great hall into a theatre, and get ^ 
up the Beaux Stratagem without delay 1 
tnmk I shall make no contemptible figure m 
the characteir of Scrub , and Lismahago will 
be very great in Captam Gibbet Wilson 
undertakes to entertain the country people 
with Harlequin Skdetout for which he has 
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got a jacket ready painted with his own 
hand 

Our society is really enchanting Even 
the seventy of Lismahago relaxes, and the 
vinegar of Mrs Tabby is remarkably dulci. 
fied ever since it was agreed that she should 
take the precedency of her niece in being 
first noosed For you must know, the day 
18 fixed for Liddy’s marriage , and the banns 
for both couples have been already once pub- 
lished in the parish church The captain 
earnestly begged that one trouble might 
serve for all, and Tabitha assented with a 
vile affectation of reluctance Her lunmora^ 
to, who came hither very slenderly eqmpt, 
has sent for his bagwe to London, which, 
in all probability, will not arrive in time for 
the wedding , but it is of no great conse- 
quence, as every thing is to be transacted 
with the utmost privacy Meanwhile, direc- 
tions are given for making out the contracts 
of indrna^, which are very favourable for 
both femiues Liddy will be secured in a 
good jointure, and her aunt will remain 
mistress of her own fortune, except one half 
, of the interest, which her husband shall have 
a right to eiqoy for his natural life 1 think 
this 18 as little in conscience as can be done for 
a man who yokes with such a partner for life 

These expectants seem to be so happy, 
that if Mr Dennison had an agreeable daugh- 
ter, I believe I should be for making tbd tlurd 
couple in this country dance The humour 
seems to be infectious, for Clinker, alias 
Idoyd, has a month’s mind to play the fool 
in the same fashion with Mrs Winifred Jen- 
kins 11c has even sounded me on the sub- 
ject , but I have given him no encouragement 
to prosecute this scheme I told him I 
thought he might do better, as there was no 
engagement nor promise subsisting , that I 
did not know what designs my uncle might 
have formed for his advantage , but I was of 
opinion, that he should not at present run 
the risk of disobliging him by any premature 
application ofthis nature Honest Humphry 
protested he would suffer death sooner than 
say or db any thing that should give offence 
to the squire , but he owned be had a kind- 
ness for the young woman, and Bad reason 
to think she looked upon him with a favour- 
able eye , that he considered this mutual 
manifestation of good will as an enga^meut 
understood, which ought to be binding to 
the conscience of an honest man , and he 
hoped the squire and I would be of the same 
opinion, when we should be at leisure to 
bestow any thought about the matter I bi- 
lieve he is m the right , and we shall find 
time to take his case into consideration 
You see we are fixed for some weeks at least y 
and as you have had a long respite, I hope 
you will begin immediately to discharge the 
arrears due to your affectionate 

J MELFORD 


To Miss Lsstitia Willis, at Gloucester 

My Dear, Dear Letty, — Never did I 
sit down to write m such agitation as 1 now 
feel In the course of a few days, we have 
met with a number of incidents so wonder- 
ful and interesting, that alf my ideas are 
thrown into confusion and perplexity You 
must not expect either method or coherence 
m what I am going to relate, — my dearest 
Willis Since my last, the aspect of affairs 
18 totally changed — and so changed * but 1 
would fain give you a regular detail In 
passing a river, about eight days ago, our 
coach was overturned, and some of us nar- 
rowly escaped with life My uncle had well 
nigh perished O heaven ' I cannot reflect 
upon that cir^rumstonce without horror 1 
should have lost my best friend, my father 
and protector, but for the resolution and ac- 
tivity 0T his servant liumphrjr Clinker, whom 
Providence really seems to have placed near 
him for the hecessity of this occasion 1 
would not be thought superstitious, but 
surely he acted from a stronger impulse than 
common fidelity Was it not the voice of 
nature that loudly called upon him to save 
the life of hiB own father — for, O Letty, it 
was discovered that Humphry Clinker was 
my uncle’s natural son 

Almost at the same instant, a gentleman, 
who came to offer us his assistance, and in- 
vite us to his house, turned out to be a very 
old friend of Mr Bramble His name is Mr 
Dennison, one of the worthiest men living , 
and his lady is a perfect saint upon earth 
They have an only son Who do you think 
IS this only son — O Letty ' — O gracious 
heaven ' how my heart palpitates, when I 
tell you, that this only son of Mr Dennison 
is that very identical youth, who, under the 
name of Wilson, has made such ravage iii 
my heart ' — Yes, my dear friend * Wilson 
and I are now lodged in the same house, and 
converse together freely His father ap- 
proves of his sentiments in my favour , his 
mother loves me with all the tenderness of a 
parent my uncle, my aunt, and my brother, 
no longer oppose my inclinations On the 
contrary, they have agreed to make us happy 
without delay, and, in three weeks or a 
month, if no unforseen accident intervenes, 
our frieud Lydia Mclford will have changed 
er name and condition I say, if no acci- 
dent intervenes, because such a torrent of 
success makes me tremble * — wish there 
may not be something treacherous m this 
sudden reconciliation of fiirtune I have no 
merit-*! have no title to such felicity ♦ — Far 
from enjoying the prospect that lies before 
me, my mind is harassed with a continued 
tumult, made up of hopes and wishes, doubts 
and apprehensions 1 can neither eat nor 
sleep, and my spirits are in a perpetual flutter 
I more than ever feel that vacancy in my 
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heart which your presence alone can 611 
The mind, in every disquiet, seeks to repose 
Itself on the bosom of a friend , and this la 
such a trial as 1 really know not bow to 
support without your company and counsel 
I must, therefore, dear l^Uv, put your 
friendship to the test. 1 must beg you will 
come, and do the last ofEces of maidenhood 
to your companion Lydia Melford 
This letter goes inclosed in one to our 
worthy governess, from Mrs Dennison, en- 
tioating her to interpose with your mamma, 
that you may be allowed to favour us witli 
your company on this occasion , and I fatter 
myself that no foaterial objection can be 
made to our request The distance from 
lienee to Gloucester does not exceed one 
hundred miles, and the roads are good Mr 
Clinker, altos Lloyd, shall be sent over to 
attend your motions If you step into the 
post-chaise, with your maid Betty Barker, 
at seven in the morning, you will arrkre by 
four in the afternoon at the half-way house, 
where there is good accommodation There 
you shall bo met by my brother and myself! 
who will next day conduct you to this place, 
where, 1 am sure, you will 6nd yourself per- 
fectly at your ease m the midst of an agree* 
able society Dear Letty, 1 will take no 
refusal— if you have any friendship— any hu- 
manity — ^you will come I desire that im- 
mediate application may be made to your 
mamma , and that the moment her permiss- 
ion 18 obtained, you will apprise your ever 
faithfhl LYDIA MELFORD 

October 14 


To Mrs Jersiyn, at her House in Glou- 
cester 

Dear Madam, — Though 1 was not so for- 
tunate as to be favoured with an answer to 
the letter with which I troubled you in the 
spring, I still flatter myself that you re- 
tain some regard for me and my concerns, 
i am sure the care and tenderness with 
which I was treated under your roof and tui- 
tion, demand the wannest returns of grati- 
^tude and aflection on niy part , and these 
sentiments, I hope, I shall cherish to my 
dying day At present I think it my duty 
to make you acquainted With the happy 
issue of that indiscretion by which I incurred 
} our displeasure ' — Ah I madam, the slighted 
Wilson IS metamorphosed into George Den- 
nison, only son and heir of a gentlemaTi, 
whose character is second to none m £ng. 
land, as you may understand upon inquiry 
My guardians, my brother, and I, are now 
in his house , and an immediate muon of the 
two fltmihes is to take place m the persons 
of the young gentloman and your poor Lydia 
Melfbra^ You will easily conceive how em- 
barrassing this situation must be to a ymng 
inexperienced creature like me, of weak 


nerves and strong apprehensions , and how 
much the presence of a friend and confldant 
would encourage and support me on this oc- 
casion You know that, of all the young 
ladies, Mias WiJlis was she that possessed 
the greatest share of my confidence and af- 
fection , and, therefore, I fervently wish to 
have the happiness of her company at this 
interesting crisis 

Mrs Dennison, who is the object of uni- 
versal love and esteem, lias, at my request, 
written to you on this subject, and 1 now 
beg leave to reinforce her solicitation My 
dear Mrs Jermyn ’ my ever-honoured govern- 
ess * let me conjure you, by that fondness 
which once distinguished your favourite 
Liddy ♦ by that benevolence of heart, which 
disposes you to promote the happiness of 
your fellow-creatures in general ' lend a fa- 
vourable ear to my petition, and use your in- 
fluence with Letty’s mamma, that my most 
earnest desire may be gratified Should 1 
be indulged in this particular, 1 will engage 
to return her safe, and even to accompany 
her to Gloucester, where, if you will give me 
leave, I will present to you, under another 
name, dear madam, your most affectionate 
humble servant, and penitent, 

LYDIA MELFORD 

October 14 


To Mrs Mary Jones, at Brambleton- 
Hall 

O Mary Jones ' Mary Jone^ ' — ^1 have 
met with BO manv axidents, surpnsals and 
terrifications, that 1 am in a pci feet fantigo, 
and believe 1 shall never be my own self 
again Lost week I was dragged out of a river 
like a drowned rat, and lost a bran-new night- 
cap with a sulfer stay-hook, that cost me a 
good half a crown, and an odd shoe of green 
gallow-monkey , besides wetting my clothes, 
and taring my smuck, and an ugly gash 
made in the back^rt of my thy, by the 
stump of a tree To be sure, Mr Clinker 
tuck me out of the cox , but he left me on 
my back in the water, to go to the squire, 
and 1 mougnt have had a watry grave, if a 
miliar had not brought me to the dry land 
But, 0 what choppings and changes, girl ' 
The playeNman that came after Miss Liddy, 
and frightened me with a beard at Bristol 
well, is now matthewmurphy’d ^into a fine 
young gentleman, son and hare of Squire 
D^lison We are altogether m the same 
bemse, and all parties have agreed to the 
match, and m a fornite the surrymony will 
be performed ' 

But this IS not the only wedding we arc 
to have. Mistress is resolved to have the 
same frohek, in the naam of God * Last Sun- 
day, in the parish crutch, if my own are may 
be trusted, the clerk called the banes of mar- 
ndge betwixt Opaniah Lashmeyhago and Ta- 
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bitha Brample, spinster, he mought as well 
have called her iiicle-weaver, for she never 
spun an hank of yarn in her life Young 
Squire Dollison and Mibb Liddy make the 
second kipple , and there might have been a 
turd, but times are changed with Mr Clinker 

0 Molly ' what do’st think ** Mr Clinker is 
found to be a pye-blow of our own squire, 
and his right name ib Mr Mattew Loyd 
(thof God he knose how that can be) , and 
he IS now out of hverv, and wears ruffles ; 
but I knew him when he was out at elbows, 
and had not a rag to kiver his pistereroes , 
60 he need not hcHd his head so high lie is 
for sartin very umble and cornpleasant, and 
purtests as how he has the same regard as 
before , but that he is no longer his own 
inabter, and cannot portend to marry without 
the squire’s consent He says we must wait 
with patience, and trust to Providence, and 
such nonsense But if so be as how hia re- 
gard be the same, why stand shilly-bhally ^ 
Why not strike while the iron is hot, and 
speak to the squire without losing time ^ What 
subjection can tlie squire make to our com- 
ing together'* Thof my father wan’t a gen- 
tleman, my mother was an honest woman 

1 didn’t come on the wrong side of the blan- 
kf't, girl My parents were married accord- 
ing to the rights of holy mother crutch, in 
the face of men and angels — mark that, 
Mary Jones ’ 

Mr Clinker (Loyd I would say) had best 
look to hib tackle There be other chaps in 
the market, as the saying is What would 
he say if I should except the soot and sar- 
iice of the young squire’s valley ** Mr Mac- 
happy IS a gentleman bom, and has boon 
abroad in the wars He has a world t>f buck 
learning, and speaks French and Ditch and 
Scotch, and all manner of outlandish hngos 
to be sure he’s a little the worse for the 
ware, and is much given to dnnk , but then 
he’s good-tempered in his liquor, and a pru- 
dent woman mougbt wind him about her 
hnger But I have no thoughts of him, I’ll 
assure you I scorn for to do, or to say, or 
to think any thing that might give umbreech 
lo Mr Loyd, without furder occ|8ion 'But 
then I have such vapours, Molly 1 sit and 
cry by m>«elf, and take ass of etida, and 
smill to burnt fathers and kindal-snufls , and 
I pray constantly for grease, that I may have 
a glimpte of the new light, to show me the 
way through this wretched veil of tares 
And yet, J want for nothing in/^this family 
of love, where every sole is so kind and#>o 
courteous, that one would thmk they are so 
jnany saints in haven Dear Molly, I re- 
commend myself to your prayers, being, 
with iny service to Saul, your ever loving, 
and discounselled friend, 

WIN JENKINS 

October 14 


To Dr Lewis 

Dbar Dick, — ^You cannot imagine what 
pleasure I have in seeing your hand-writing, 
after such a long cessation on your side of 
our correspondence yet, heaven knows, I 
have often seen your hand-writing with dis- 
gust , I mean when it appeared in abbrevia- 
tions of apothecary’s Latin I like your hint 
of making interest for the reversion of the 
coUebtor’s place for Lismahago, who is much 
pleased with the scheme, and presents you 
with his compliments and best thanks for 
thinking so kindly of his concerns The 
man seems to mend upon further acquaint, 
ance That harsh reserve, which formed a 
disagreeable husk about his character, begins 
to peel off in the course of our communica- 
tion I have great hopes that he and Tab- 
by will be as happily paired as any two 
draugHt animals in the kingdom , and I 
make no doubt but that he will prove a valu- 
able acquisition to our little society, in the 
article of conversation by tlie dre-side in 
winter 

Your objection to my passing this season 
of the year at such a distance from home, 
would have more weight if I did not find my- 
self perfectly at my ease where I am , and 
my health so much unproved, that I am dis- 
posed to b'd defiance to the gout and rheu- 
matism I begin to thmk I have put myself 
on the superannuated list too soon, and ab. 
surdiy sought for health in the retreats of 
laziness I am persuaded, Uiat all valetudi- 
narians are too sedentary, too regular, and 
loo cautious We should sometimes in- 
crease the motion of tlic machine, to unclog 
the wheels of Itfe , and now and then take a 
plunge amidot the waves of excess, m order 
to case-harden the constitution I have even 
found a < hange of company as necessary as 
a change of air, to promote a vigorous cir- 
culation of the spirits, which is the very 
essence and criterion of good health 

Since my last, I have been performing the 
duties of friendship, that required a great 
deal of exercise, from which I hope to de- 
rive some benefit Understanding, by the 
greatest accident m the world, that MrBay- 
nard’s wife was dan^rously ill of a pleuritic 
fever, I borrowed Dennison’s post-chaise, 
and went across the country to his habita- 
tion, attended only by iJoyd ^quondam 
Clinker) cm horseback As the distance is 
not above thirty miles, I arrived about four 
in the afternoon, and, meeting the physician 
at the door, was informed that his patient 
had just expired I was instantly seized 
with a violent emotion ; but it was not grief 
The fimiily being in confiision, I ran up stairs 
into the chamber, where, indeed, they were 
all assembled The aunt stood wringing her 
hands, m a state of stupefaction of sorrow , 
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but my friend acted all the extravagancieb 
of affliction lie held the body in his arms, 
and poured forth such a laroentatioiii that 
one would have thought be had lost the most 
amiable consert and valuable companton 
upon earth ' 

Affection may certainly exist, independent 
of esteem, nay, the same object may be 
lovely in one respect* and detestable m ano. 
ther The mind has a surprising faculty of 
accommodatlBg, and even atta^ing itself^ 
in such a manner, by dint of use, to things 
that are in their own nature disagreeable* and 
even pernicious, that A cannot bear to be 
delivered from them without reluctauce and 
reOTet Baybard Was so absorbed m hts 
delirium^ that he did not perceive me when 
1 entered* and desired one of the women to 
conduct the aunt into her own chamber At 
the same lime, I begged the tutor to with- 
draw the boy* who stood gaping m a corner, 
very little affected with the distress the 
scene These steps being taken, 1 waited 
till the first violence of my friend’s tran^ort 
was abated, then disengaged him gently nom 
the melancholy object, and led him by the 
hand into another apartment, though he 
struggled so hard, that 1 was dbliged to have 
recourse to the assistance of his valot-de- 
chambre in a few minutes, however, he 
recollected himself, and folding me m his 
armsr—** This,” cried he, ‘Ms a friendly 
office, indeed know not how you came 
hither, but 1 think heaven sent you to pre- 
vent my gmng distracted O Matthew ’ I 
have lost my dear Harnet » — ^my poor, gentle, 
tender creature* that loved me with such 
warmth and purity of affection — rny constant 
companion of twenty years '—She’s gone — 
she’s gone for ever' Heaven and earth, 
where is she ** Death shall not part us 
So saying, be started up, and could hardly 
be withheld from returning to the scene we 
had quitted You will percei\e it Would 
have been very absurd flir me to argue with 
a man that talked so madly< On all such 
occasions, the first torrent of passion must 
be allowed to subside gradually I endea* 
voured to beguile his attention by starting 
little hints, and insinuating other objects of 
discourse imperceptibly , and being exceed- 
ingly pleased m my mind at this event, I 
exerted myself with such an extraordinary 
flow of spirits as was attended with success 
In a few hours he waS calm enough to hetir 
reason* and even to own tliat heaven could 
not have interposed more effectually to res- 
cue him from disgrace and eniin That he 
might not, however, relapse into 'weaknesses 
for want of company* I passed the night in 
his chsmber, m a little tenUbed broiqg^t 
thither on purpose , and well it was that I 
took this precaution, for he started up m bed 
^several times, and would have played ^e 
fool, if I bad not been present 


Next day he was in a condition to talk of 
business, and vested me with full authority 
over his household, which I began to exer- 
cise without loss of time, though not before 
he knew and approved of the^cheme I had 
projected for his advantage He would have 
quitted the house immediately , but this re- 
treat 1 oppdsed Far from encouraging a 
temporary disgust, which might degenerate 
into an habitual aversion, 1 resolved, if pose- 
ible, to attach him more than ever to his 
household goods I gave directions for the 
funeral to be as private as was consistent 
with decency * 1 wrote to London, that an 
inventory and estimate might be made of the 
furniture and effects in his town-house, and 
gave notice to the landlord that Mr Baynard 
should quit the premises at Ladj-day , 1 set 
a person at work tertake an account of every 
thing in the country-house, including horses, 
carnages and harness , I settled the young 
gentleman at a boarding-school, kept by a 
clergyman m the neighbourhood* and thither 
he went without reluctance, as soon as he 
knew that he was to be troubled no more with 
his tutor, whom we dismissed The aunt 
continued very sullen* and never appeared 
at table, though Mr Baynard paid his respects 
to her every day in her own chamber there 
also she held conferences with the waiting- 
women and other servants of the family , but 
the moment her nieco was interred, she went 
away in a post-chaise prepared for that put- 
pose , bhe did not leave the house, however, 
without giving Mr Baynard to understand, 
that the wardrobe of her neice was the per- 
quisite of her woman, accordingly, that 
worthless drab received all the clothes, laces 
and linen of her deceased mistress, to the 
value of five hundred pounds, at a moderate 
computation 

The next step 1 took was to disband that 
legion of supernumerary domestics, who had 
preyed so long upon the vitals of my friend , 
a parcel of idle drones, so intolerably insolent, 
that tliey even treated their own master with 
the most contemptuous neglect They had 
been generally hired by his wife, according 
to the recommendation of her woman, and 
these were ^be only patrons to whom they 
paid tlie least deference I had therefore 
uncommon satisfection in clearing the house 
6f those vermin The woman of the deceas- 
ed* and a chambermaid, a valet-de-chambrc, 
a butler, a French cook, a master-gardener, 
two footmen, and a coachman, I paid off, and 
turned out of the house immediately, paying 
tol'cach a month’s wages in lieu of warning 
Those whom I retained, consisted of a female 
cook, who bad been assistant to the French- 
man, B house-roaid, an old lacquey, a postil- 
ion and under-gar^ner Thus I removed 
at once a huge mountain of expense and care 
flrom the shoulders of my friend, who could 
hardly belwve the evidence of his own senses, 
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when he found himself so suddenly and so 
effectually relieved His heart, however, 
was still subject to vibrations of tenderness, 
which returned at certain intervals, extorting 
bighs, and teirs, and exclamations of grief 
and impatience, but these fits gfew every 
day less violent and less frequent, till at 
length lus reason obtained a complete victoty 
over the infirmities of his nature 
Upon an accurate inquiry into the state of 
his affairs, I find his debts amount to twenty 
thousand pounds, for eighteen thousand 
pounds of which sum bis estate is mortgaged , 
and as he pays five per cent interest, and 
some of his fanns are unoccupied, be does 
not receive above two hundred ^unds a-year 
clear from his lands, over and above the in- 
terest of his wife’s foitune, which produced 
eight hundred pounds annually For light- 
eningtlns heavy burden, 1 devised the follow- 
ing expedient Hjs wife’s jewels, together 
with his superfluous plate and furniture m 
both houses, his horses and carnages, which 
are already advertised to be sold by auction, 
will, according to the estimate, produce two 
thousand five hundred pounds m ready mo- 
ney, with which the debt will be immediately 
reduced to eighteen thousand pounds I 
have undertaken to find him ten thousand 
pounds at four per cent, by which means he 
will save one hundred a-year in the^iirUcle 
of interest, and perhaps we shall be able to 
liorrow the other eight thousand on the same 
terms According to his own scheme of a 
country life, lie says hp can live comfortably 
for three hundred pounds a-year , but, as he 
has a bon to educate, we will allow him five 
luindred , then there will be an accumulating 
fund of seven hundred a-year, principal and 
interest, to pay off the encumbrance, and, I 
think, wc may modestly add three hundred 
on the presumption of new-leasing and im- 
proving the vacant farms ; so that, in a couple 
of years, I suppose, there will be above a 
tliousand a-year appropnated to liquidate a 
debt of sixteen thousand, 

Wc forthwith began to class and set apart 
the articles designed fqr sale, under the 
.direction of an upholder from London ; and, 
that nobody m the honse might te idle, com- 
menced our reformation without doors, as 
well as Within With Baynard^s good leave, 
I ordered the gardener to turn the nviilet 
into Its own channel, to refresh the fainting 
Naiads, who had so lon^ languished among 
mouldering roots, withered leaves and dry 
pebbles The shrubbery is condemned to 
extirpation , and the pleasure-ground will be 
restored to its original use of com-flsld and^ 
* pasture Orders are given for rebmlding 
walla of the garden at the back of the houae,^ 
and for planting clumps of firs, mterntiugled^ 
with beech and cbeanut, at the east end,! 
which 18 now quite exposed to the surly 
blasts that come from that quarter All 


these works being actually begun, and the 
house and auction left to the care and man- 
agement of a reputable attorney, I brought 
Baynard along with me m the chaise, and 
made him acquainted with Dennison, whose 
goodness of heart would not fail to engage his 
esteem and affection He is indeed ^micd 
with our society in general, and declares that 
he never saw the theory of true pleasure 
reduced to practice before, I really believe 
it would not be an easy task to find such a 
nuinber of individuals assembled under one 
roof more happy than we are at present 
I must tell yen, however, m confidence, I 
suspect Tabby of tergiversation 1 have 
been so long accustomed to that original, 
that I know all the capnoes of her heart, and 
can often perceive her designs, while they 
are yet in embryo She attached herself to 
Lismahago for no other reason but that she 
despaired of making a more agreeable con- 
quesie At present, if I am not much mis- 
taken in my observation,^ she would gladly 
convert the widowhood of Baynard to her 
own advantage Since he arnved, she has 
behaved very coldly to the captain, and strove 
to fasten on the other’s heart with the hooks 
of Overstrained civility These must be the 
instinctive efforts of her constitution, rather 
that the effects of any deliberate design , for 
matters ajre earned to such a len^h with 
the lieutenant, that she could not retract 
with any regard to conscience or reputation 
Besides, she will meet with nothing but in- 
diflorence or aversion on the side of Baynard, 
who has too much sense to think of such a 
partner at any tine, and too much delicacy 
to admit a thought of any such connexion at 
the present juncture Meanwhile I have 
prevailed upon her to let him have four thou- 
sand pounds at four per cent towards paying 
off his mortgage Young Dennison has 
agreed that Ltddj’s fortune shall be appro- 
priated to the same purpose, on the same 
terms , his father will sell out three thousand 
pounds stock for his accommodation farmer 
Bland has, at the desire of Wilson, under- 
taken for two thousand , add I must make 
an effort to advance what farther will be re- 
quired to take toy friend out of the hands of 
the Philistines lie is so pleased with the 
improvements made on this estate, which is 
dl cultivated like a garden, that he has en- 
tered himself as a pupil m farming to Mr 
DenniBon, and resolved to attach himself 
wholly to the practice of husbandry 
Eveiy thing IS now prepared for our double 
wedding The marriage articles for botli 
couples are drawn and executed ; and the 
ceremony only waits until the parties shall 
bavebeen resident in the parish the term pre- 
scribed by law Young Dennison betrays 
some symptoms of impatience , but Lisma- 
hago bears this necessary delay with the 
temper of a philosopher. You must kqow. 
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the captain does not stand altogether on the 
foundation of personal merit Besides his 
half-payt amounting to two-and-forty pounds 
a year, this inde&ti^ble economist has 
amassed eight hundred pounds, which he has 
secured in the funds. This sum arises partly 
from hiB pay’s running up while be remained 
among the Indians , partly from what heTe- 
I eived as a consideration for the difierence 
between his full appointment and the half. 
pay, to which be is now restricted, and 
partly from the profits of a little traffic he 
drove in peltry, dunng his sachemship among 
the Miamis 

Liddy’s fbars and perplexities have been 
much assuaj^ by ^e company of one Miss 
Willis, who iiad bl^n her intimate companion 
at the boarding-school Her parents had 
been earnestly solicited to allow her making 
this friendly visit on such an extraordmary 
occasion , and two days ago she arnved with 
her mother, who did not choose thdbshe 
should come without a proper governante 
The young lady is very han^ome, sprightly 
and agreeable, and the mother a m^hty 
good sort of a woman , so that their coming 
adds considerably to our enjoyment But 
wo shall have a third couple yoked m the 
matrimonial chain Mr Clinker Lloyd has 
made humble remonstrance, through the 
channel of my nephew, setting forth the 
sincere love and affection mutually subsisting 
between him and Mrs Winifred JenkiUs, and 
praying my consent to then coming together 
tor life 1 would have wished that Mr Clin- 
ker had kept out of this scrape ^ but as the 
nymph’s happiness is at stake, and she has 
had already some fits in the way of despon- 
dence, I, in order to prevent any tragical 
catastrophe, have given him leave to play 
the fool, m imitation of his betters , and 1 
suppose we shall in time have a w hole litter 
of his progeny at Brambleton-hall The fel- 
low IS stout and lusty, very sober and con- 
scientious , and the wench seems to be as 
great an enthusiast in love as m religion 

I wish you would think of employing him 
some other way, that the parish may not be 
overstocked — ^you know he has been bred a 
farrier, consequently belongs to the faculty , 
and, as he is very docile, 1 make no doubt, 
but, with your good instruction, he may be, 
in a little time, qualified to act as a Welsh 
apothecary Tabby, who never did a favour 
with a good grace, has consented, with great 
reluctance, to tins match. Perhaps it hurts 
her pride, as she now considers Clinker tfi 
the light of a relation , but I believe her ob- 
jections are of a more selfish nature She 
declarer she cannot think of retaining the 
wife of MfiUhew Lloyd in the chameter of a 
servant , and she foresees, that, on such an 
occasion^ the woman will expect some grati- 
fication fbr her past services As for Clm- 
ker, excldstve of other considerations, he is 


BO trusty, brave, kffectionatc, and alert, and 
1 owe him such personal obligations, that he 
merits more than all the indulgence that can 
possibly be 6hown him by vours, 

MATT tfRAMBLE 

October 26 


To Sir Watkiai Phillips, Bart at Oxon 

Drar Knight, — ^The fatal knots are now 
tied The comedy is near a close, and the 
curtain is ready to drop , but the latter scenes 
of this act 1 shall recapitulate in order 
Aboutva fortnight ago, my uncle made an 
excursion across the country, and brouglit 
intber a particular friend, one Mr Baynard, 
who has just lost his wife, and was for sonic 
time disconsolate , though, by all accounts, 
he had much more cause for joy than tor 
sorrow at this event His countenance, 
however, clears up apace, and he appears to 
be a person of rare accomplisbmciils , but 
we have received another still more agree- 
able reinforcement to our company, by the 
arrival of Miss Willis from Gloucester She 
was Liddy’s bosom-friend at boarding-school, 
and being earnestly Solicited to assist at the 
nuptials, her mother was so obliging as to 
grant my sister’s request, and even to come 
with her in person Liddy, accompanied by 
George Dennison and me, gave them the 
meeting half way, and next day conducted 
them hither in safety Miss Willis is a 
charming girl, and, m point of disposition, 
an agreeable contrast to my sister, who is> 
rather too grave and sentimental for my turn 
of mind The other is gay, frank, a little 
giddy, d.nd always good-humoured She has, 
moreover, a genteel fortune, is well born 
and remarkably handsome Ah, Phillips ’ 
if these qualities were permanent — it her 
humour wpuld never change, nor her beauties 
decay, what efforts would I not make — ^biit 
these are idle reflections — my destiny mu^-t 
one day be fulfilled 

At present we pass the time as agreeably 
as we can We have got up several farce«i, 
which afforil^d unspeakable entertainment,' 
by the effects they produced among the 
country people, who were admitted to all 
OUT exmbitione Two nights ago, Jack Wil- 
son acquired great applause in Harlequin 
Skeleton, and Lismaha^ surprised us all m 
the character of Pierot His long lank sides, 
and strong marked features, were all pecu- 
liaity adapted to his part He appeared with 
a ludicrous stare, from which he had dis- 
charged all meanmg he adopted the im* 
prOssiona of fear and amazement so naturally, 
that many of the audience were infected by 
his looks, but when the skeleton had him 
in chase,' his horror became most divertinglv 
picturesque, and seemed to endow him with 
sUch preternatural agility, as confounded all 
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the spectators It was a lively representa- 
tion of Death in pursuit of Consumption, and 
had such an effect upon the commonalty, that 
some of them jhneked aloud, and others ran 
out of the halnn the utmost consternation 

This 16 not the only instance in which the 
lieutenant had lately excited our wonder 
His temper, which bad been soured and 
shrivelled by disappointment and chagrin, is 
now swelled out and smoothed like a raisin 
in a plum-pomdge. From being' reserved 
and punctilious, be is become easy and 
obliging He cracks jok^s, laughs, and ban- 
ters, with the most facetious familianty, 
and, in a word, enters mto all our schemes 
of merriment and pastime The other day 
his baggage amved in the wagon from Lon- 
don, contained m two large trunks and a 
long deal box, not unlike a coffin The 
trunks were filled with his wardrobe, which 
he displayed for the entertainment of the 
company , and he freely owned, that it con- 
sisted chiefiy of the optma spolta taken m 
battle What he selected for his wedding 
suit, was a tarnished white cloth, faced with 
blue velvet, embroidered with silver , but he 
valued himself most upon a tie-periwig, m 
which he had made his first appearance as a 
lawyer, about thirty years ago This machine 
bad been in buckle ever since, and now all 
the servants in the family were emplcwed to 
frizz It out for the ceremony, which was 
yesterday celebrated at the pansh church 
George Dennison and his bride were distin- 
guished by nothing eirtraordmary in their 
apparel His eyes lightened with eagerness 
and joy, and she tren^led with coyness and 
confusion My uncle gave her away, and 
her friend Wilbs supported her during the 
ceremony 

But ray aunt and her paramour took the 
pas, and formed indeed such a pair of on- 
ginals, as, I believe, all England could not 
parallel She was dressed m the style of 
1730 , and, the day being cold, put on a man- 
tle of green velvet laced with gold but this 
was taken off by the bridegroom, who threw 
over her shoulders a fbr cloak of American 
•sables, valued at fourscore gmnejts, a present 
equally agreeable and unexpected, Thus 
accoutred, she was led up to the altar by Mr 
Dennison, who did the office of her father 
Lismahago advanced in |he military step, 
with his French coat reaching no ffirther 
than the middle of his thigh, his campaign 
wig that surpassed all description, and a lan- 
guishing leer upon his countenance, ^ m 
which there seemed to be smnethuij^ arcH 
and ironical The nng which he put upon 
her finger, he had concealed till the moment 
It was us^ He now produced it with air, 
air of self-complacency It tvas a curious 
antique, set with rose-diamonds he told utf' 
afterwards it had been in his fiimily two hun- 
dred years, and was a present from Ins 
grandmother These circumstances agree- 
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ably flattered the pride of our aunt Tabitha, 
which had already found uncommon gratifi. 
cation in the captain's generosity for he 
had, in the morning, presented my uncle with 
a fine hear's skin and a Spanish fowlmg- 
piece, and me with a case of pistols cunous- 
ly mounted with silver At ue same tune, 
he gave Mrs Jenkins an Indian purse, made 
of Bilk^mss, containing twenty crown pie- 
ces must know, this young lady, with 

the f assistance of Mr Uoyd, rormed the 
third couple who yesterday sacrificed to Hy- 
men. I wrote you in my last that he had 
recourse to my mediation, which 1 employed 
suocessfiilly with my uncle , but Mrs Tabitha 
held out tiU the love-sick Jenkins had two 
fits of the mother ; then she relented, and 
those two coomg turtles were caged for life 
Our aunt made an effort of generosity m 
fiimishing the bnde with her superfluities of 
clothes and Imen, and her example was fol- 
lowedPby my sister, nor did Mr Bramble 
and I neglect her on this occasion It was 
indeed a day of peace-offering Mr Denni- 
son msisted upon Liddy’s accepting two 
bank-notes of one hundred pounds each, as 
pocket-money , and his lady gave her a dia- 
mond necklace of double that value There 
was, besides, a mutual exchange of tokens 
among the individuals of the two families 
thus happily united 

As George Dennison and his partner were 
judged improper objects of mirth, Jack Wil- 
son bad resolved to execute some jokes on 
Lismahago, and, after sapper, began to ply 
him with bumpers, when the ladies had re- 
tired , but the captain perceiving his drift, 
begged for quarter, alleging that the adven- 
ture m which he had engaged was a very 
serious matter, and that it would be more 
the part of a good Christian to pray that he 
might be stren^hened, than to impede bis 
endeavours to finish the adventure He was 
spared accordinglv, and permitted to ascend 
the nuptial couch with all his senses about 
him There he and his consort sat m state 
like Saturn and Cybele, while the benedic- 
tion posset was drank ; and a cake being 
broken over the head of Mrs Tabitha Lm* 
mabago, the fragments were distnbuted 
among the by-standers, aecopding to the 
custom of Uie ancient Bniidiis, on the sup- 
position that every person who ate of this 
hallowed cake shoiud^ that night have a 
vision of the men orwoman whom Heaven 
desiped should be h^ or her wedded mate 

Ime weight of Wimn’s waggery fell up- 
on honest Hnmtphij and Ina^muse, who 
were bedded in kn upper room, with the 
usual ceremony Of throwing the stocking 
This being perfoi^ed, em the company 
wfthdrawn, a eort,<^ caterwauling ensued, 
when Jack found means to mtroduce a real 
tmt, shod wM walnut shells, which, gallop- 
ing along the boards, made such a dreadiul 
noise as effectually discomposed our lovers. 
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Winifred screamed aloud, and shrunk under 
the bed-clothes Mr Idoyd, believing that 
Satan was come to buffet him «n woprta 
persona, laid aside all carnal Ihougnts, and 
began to pray aloud With mat ferrency. At 
length, the poor animal being more abraid 
than either, leaped upon the bed, and mewled 
with the most piteous exclamation Uoyd, 
thus informed of the nature of the annoy- 
ance, rose and set the door wide open, so 
that this troublesome visitant retreated with 
great expedition , then secunng himself, by 
means of a double bolt, from a second in- 
trusion, he was left to enjoy his good fortune 
without disturbance 

If one may jud^ from the looks of the 
parties, they are ml very well satisfied with 
what has passed George Dennison and 
hiB wife are too delicate to exhibit any 
strong marked signs of their mutual satis- 
faction, but their eyes are sufficiently ex* 
pressive Mrs Tabitha Lismahago is Mther 
fulsome in signifying her approbation of the 
captain’s love , while his deportment is the 
very pink of gallantry He sighs, and ogles, 
and languishes at this amiable object He 
kisses her hand, mutters ejaculations of rap- 
ture, and sings tender airs , and, no doubt, 
laughs mternally at her folly in believing 
him sincere In order to show how little his 
vigour was impaired by the fatigues of the 
preceding day, he thts morning danced a 
Highland saraband over a naked back-sword, 
and leaped so Ipgh, that I believe he would 
make no contemptible hgure as a vaulter at 
Sadler’s Wells Mr Matthew Lloyd, when 
asked how he relishes his bargain, throws 
up Ins eyes, crying — “ For what we have 
received, Lord make us thankful amen ” 
His help-mate giggles, and holds her hand 
before her eyes, affecting to be ashamed of 
having been in bed with a man Thus all 
these widgeons enjoy the novelty of their 
situation, but perhaps their note will be 
changed, when they are better acquainted 
with the nature of the decoy 

As Mrs Wilhs cannot be persuaded to stay, 
and Liddv is engaged by promise to accom- 
pany her daughter mick to Gloucester, 1 fancy 
there will be a general migration frotn hence 
and that most of us will spend the Christmas 
holidays at Bath , in which case I shall cer- 
tainly find an opportunity to beat up your 
quarters By this time, I suppose, you are 
sick of alma mater, and even ready to exe- 
cute that scheme of peregnnation which was 
last year concerted between you and your 
alSfectionate J MEl^OItD 

JVovemAer 8 


To Doctor LxIvis 

Dxak Doctor,— My niece Liddy » now 
happily settled for life , and Captain Lisma^ 
hago hSs taken Tabby off my buds , so that 


have nothing farther to do, but to comfort 
my friend Bay nurd, and provide for my son 
l/oyd, who is also fairly joined to Mrs 
Winifred Jenkins You arc an excellent 
genius at hints Dr Arbuthnot was but a 
-ype of Dr Lewis in that respect What 
ou observe of the vestry-clerk deserves con- 
sideration 1 make no doubt but Matthew 
IJoyd 18 well enough qualified for the office , 
>ut, at present; you must find room for him 
in the house His incorruptible honesty and 
ndefatigable care will bo serviceable in super- 
mtenduig the econpmy of ray farm, though 
don’t mean that he shall interfere with 
Barnes, of whom I have no cause to com- 
plain I am just returned with Baynard from 
a second trip to his house, where every thing 
16 regulated to his satisfaction He could 
not, however, review the apartments witliout 
tears and lamentation, so that he is not yet 
in a condition to be left alone , therefore, I 
will not part with him till the spring, when 
he intends to plunge into the avocations of 
husbandry, which will at once employ and 
amuse his attention* Charles Dennison has 
Promised to stay with him a fortnight, to set 
him fairly afloat in his improvements , and 
Jack Wilson will see him from time to time , 
besides, he has a few fnends in the country, 
whom, his new plan of life will not exclude 
from his society In less than a year, I make 
no doubt but he will find himself perfectly at 
ease, both in his mind and body, for the one 
had dangerously affected the other , and I 
shall enjoy the exquisite pleasure of seeing my 
fnend rescued from misery and contempt 
Mrs Willis being determined to return 
with her daughter, ^ a few days, to Glou- 
cester, our plan has undergone some altera- 
tion Jerry has persuaded his brothcr-in-law 
to carry his wife to Bath , and I believe his 
parents will accompany him thither For 
iny part, I have no intention to take that 
route It must be something Very extraordi- 
nary that will induce me either to revisit 
Bath or London MV sister and her husband, 
Bnynard and 1, will take leave of them at 
Gloucester, and make the best of our way to 
Brambleton.>hall, where I desire you will 
preparh a good chine and turkey for our 
Christmas dinner You must also employ 
your medical skill m defending me from the 
attacks of the gout, that I may be in good 
case to receive the rest of our company, who 
promise to visit us in their return from the 
Bath As 1 have laid in a considerable stock 
of health. It IS to be hoped you will not have 
much trouble with me m the way of physic, 
but I intend to work you on the side of ex- 
ercise. 1 have got an excellent fowling- 
piece from Mr Lismahago, who is a keen 
sportsman, and we shall take the heath in all 
weathers That this scheme of life may be 
prosecuted the more effectually, I intend to 
renounce all sedentary amusements, particu- 
larly that of writing long letters , a resolu- 
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tion, which, had I taken it sooner, might 
have saved you the trouble which you have 
lately taken m reading the tedious epistles of 
MATT BRAMBLE 

November 14 


To Mas Gwvllih, at Bramblston.Hai.l 

Good Mbs Gwtdliii, — Heaven, for wise 
purposes, hath ordained that I should change 
my name and citation in life, so that I am 
not to be considered any more as manager 
of my brother’s family * but as I cannot sur* 
render up my stewardship till I have scttied 
with you and Williams, I desire you will get 
your accunts ready for inspection, as we are 
coming home without further delay My 
spouse, the captam, being subject to rum** 
matticks, 1 beg you will take great care to 
have the bloo chamber, up two pair of stairs, 
well warmed for his reception Let the 
sashes be secured, the crevices stopt, the 
carpets laid, and the beds well tousled Mrs 
Lloyd, late Jenkins, being inamed to a rela- 
tion of the family, cannot remain in the 
capacity of a sarvant therefore, I wish you 
would cast about for some creditable body to 
be with me in her room If she can spin, 
and is mistress of plain work, so much the 
better — ^but she must not expect extravagant 
wages — shaving family of my own, I must 
be more oecumenical than ever No more 
at present, but rests your loving friend, 

TAB LISMAHAGO 

November 20 


To Mbs Mary Jones, at Brambleton- 
Hall 

Mrs Jones, — Providence hath bm pleased 
to make great halteration in the pasture of 
our atFairs We were yesterday three kiple 
chined by the grease of God, in the holy 


bands of mattermoney , and 1 now subscribe 
myself Loyd at your sarvice All the parish 
allowed that young squire Dallison and his 
bride was a comely pear for to see As*for 
Madam Lashmiheygo, you nose her picklc- 
antie»— 'her head, to lie sure^ was fiuitasti- 
cal , and her spouse had wrapt her with a 
long marokm furze clock from the land of 
the selvedges, thof they say it is of immense 
vally The captain himself had a hudge 
haspock of air, with three tails, and a turn- 
tawdry coat, Doddered with sulfur Wan 
said he was a monkey-bank, and the ould 
botler swore he was the bom imich of Titi- 
dall For my part, I says nothing, being as 
how the captam has done the handsome thing 
by me Mr Loyd was dressed m a little frog 
and cbecketwitk gould binding, and thof he 
don't enter in caparison with great folks ot 
quality, yet he has got as good blood m his 
veins as arrow pnvate squire in the county, 
and tHen his pursing is far from contentibfc 
Your humble sarvant had on a plain pea- 
green tabby sack, with my Runnela cap, ruff 
toupee, and side curls They said I was 
the veiy moral of Lady Rickmanstone, but 
not so pale — that may well be, for her lady- 
ship IS my elder by seven good years and 
more Now, Mrs Mary, our satiety is to 
suppurate ' Mr Milfart goes to Bath along 
with the Dallisons, and me rest of uS push 
home to Wales, to pass our Christmasn at 
Brampleton-hall As our apportments is to 
be the yallow pepper, in the thurd story, pray 
carry my things thither Present my com- 
pliments to Mrs Gwillim, and I hope and 
1 will live upon dissent terms of civility 
Being, by God’s blessing, removed to a higher 
spear, you’ll excuse my being familiar with 
the lower sarvants of the family , but, as I 
trust you’ll behave respectful, and keep a 
proper distance, you may always depend 
upon the good-will and purtection of yours, 
W LO YD 

Novemhet 20 
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ADYEHTISI^ENT. 


THE PUBUSHER TO THE READER 

Iv these ticklish times, it itw be necessary 
to give such an account of the following 
sheets as will exempt^e fiom the plague of 
prosecution. 

On the 7th of March, in the present vear 
1748, they were ofifered to me for sale by a 
tall thin woman, about the age of threescore, 
dressed in a gown of bombasin, with a cloak 
and bonnet of black silk, both a little the 
worse for the wear She called herself Dor- 
othy Hatchet, spinster, of the pansh of Old- 
stioet, admimstratnx of Mr Nathaniel Pea- 
cock, who died in the said pansh on the 5th 
day of last April, and lies buned in the 
church-yard of Islington, m the north-west 
comer, where his grave is distinguished by 
a monumeiital boara, inscribed with the fol- 
lowing tn/stich — 

Me, hmc, hoc. 

Here lies the block 
Of old Nathaniel Peacock 

In this particular, anv person whatever 
may satisfy himself, by taking an afternoon’s 


walk to Islington, where, at the White 
House, he may recreate and refresh himself 
with excellent tea and hot rolls for so small 
a charge as eight-pence. 

As to tho MS , before I would treat for it, 
I read It over attentively, and found it con- 
tained divers cunous paruculars of a foreign 
history, without any ulusion to, or resem- 
blance with, the transactions of these times 
I likewise turned over to Kempfor and the 
Universal History, and found in their several 
accounts of Japan, many of the names and 
much of the matter specified in the following 
sheets Finally, that I might run no nek 
of misconstruction, I had recourse to an em- 
inent chamber-counsel of my acquamtance, 
who diligently perused the whole, and de- 
clared it was no more actionable than the 
Vision of Ezekiel, or the Lamentations of 
Jeremiah the prophet Thus assured, 1 pur- 
chased the copy, which I now present m 
pnnt, with my best respects to tho courteous 
reader, being his very humble servant, 

S. ETHRINGTON 

BuMertifmry 

Vivant Rex et Regma 
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THE EDITOE*S DECLARATION laiell dmded nor tho different 

of iie Atoms, compose sH the 

I Nathaniel Peacock, of the parish of variety of objects and essence which nature 
St Giles’s, haberdasher and author, solemnly eothihits or hit can obtain* " Of the same 
declare, tbdt, on the third of last AoWisU shape* shbsf^nce, and imafity, arethecon^- 
sittmg alone in my 6tu^,^up three pair of nent particles that harden in rock, and now 
stairs, between the hetirs of eleven and twelve in Water ^ that blacken m the nOgfiOp and 
at night, meditating upon the uncertainty of brighten m the diamond ; that exhale ftom a 
sublunary enjoyment, 1 beard a shnlh small rose, and steam 4 dunghill. Em now 
voice, seem'in^y pjroceeding fTom a omnk or .ten niillvcnm^n^ atoms were, dispersed m air 
crevice in my own penoradium, call distmetly by that ododforovuB gale, which the commo* 
^ree tiroeB,-*— Nathaniel Peacock * Na<- tion of thy fear produced , and 1 can dnreseo 
thaniel Peacock ' Nathaniel Peacock * that one of them will be consolidatpd in a 
Astonished, Vea, even afihghted, at this ci* fibre of the oltactoir nerve belonging to a 
tation, 1 replied, ih a faultenni^ tone, — In celebrated beauty, whose nostril is excoriated 
the name of llio Lord, what art thou^^’ W the unmodei^te use of plain Spanish 
Thus adjured, the voice answered and said, mow, Nathaniel, that we atoms are singly 
— ** I am an Atom ” 1 was now thrown endued With such efficacy of reaeon,.as can- 
into a violent perturbation of spirit, for I not be expected id an ag^gate body, where 
never could behold an atomy without fbar we crowd and aqueese and ombarrags one 
and trembling, even when 1 knew it was no another , yet, those ideas Whiph wo singly 
more than a composition of dry hones , but possess, we cannot communicate, except 
the conceit of being ID ptesence of an atoiPy, once in a thousand years, and then only, 
informed with spirit, that is, animated hy a when we fill a certain place m the pineal 
ghost or goblin, in^eased my terrors exceed- glaod of a human creature, the voiy station 
ingly 1 durst not lift up mine eyes, lest I which 1 npw maintain in thine For the 
should behold an appantioff mote dreadful benefit of yoU miserable nuntaw, 1 am deter- 

* than the hand-wnung on the wall* Idy mined to ptomulge the history «f one ponod, 

knees knocked together, my teeth chattmdi during which 1 underwent somo strange re- 
mine hair bristled up so as to raise a cotton voluUons m the empire of Japan, and was 
night-cSp from the scalp ; my tongue oleav^ eemscious of some pohtleal< anecdotes now 
ed to the XQof of my moutp ; my temphui' to be divulged for the imjtruoteon of British 
were bedewed with a cold sweat. Vertiy 1 mmisteis, Take up the pen, therefbre, and 
was fur a season euttanced. Write what I shall utiibld.’* 

At lengthy by the falesBisg pf God. I recoU By this time my first apMheneions vanish- 
lected myself, and cned AvAnt, cd; hiit another fear, alinost as temble, 

Satan, in the name of the ?a^r« Son, and] Uhurped its place, I began to thittk myself 

• Holy Ghost ’* “ Wbite^hvmisdea^^^smd biTane, and concluded, tbit the voice was no 

the voice with a peculiar tartnPSh ether than the ffintpslto undulation of a dis- 

ciation, a-^hat art thoaafraid of, that thOu tnrbedhraSp. 

shouldst thus tremble, and diffhae pronnd hriuon at the thvoits.tff grace, that I might , 
thee such an unsavoury odoiir^ What thou bn realored tp the fimion of my right un. 
hearest is within thee-*49 partOfthyshUl i deietdnffiiigairtjttdg^ incredulous ' 

am one of those atoms, or ccnstitueut pasti-^ wretch T’ aibffiaimeo the voice, I will now 
cles of matter, winch can neither b« aniuht*' ponvinor tboe that tlds is no phsntasma or 
a C* ^5* 
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hideous dreem Answer me, dfwt t&oa know 
the meaning and donvktion ^ m Word 
atomlV 1 replied,— No# wiiV" "TWI 
will tell thee,’* said^tbd T^ieejiMthdu'shaR 
write It down Without dehiy, OOASulttho 


curate of the prison &,H^eu^eet Ifta tionalderable pordoA of jpjitreflhd flesh. 


to regetatiott in a sailed, deroorod by an Eng- 
lish snpofOargo, essumlated to a certam or<- 
geo of his body, from which, at his return 
to LoDdon# being diseesed m consequence of 
impure contact, 1 was sgifp separated with 


his eiq^lanatiOQ' mmo iSou wilt 
then be firmly persufided^tsU am mb aotnal, 
indqpeudsiot cxtsMioo ;*attd that Uus address 
IS not the vague deKirimn of a disordered 
brain, Atomos ts>a wreelt word* signiQung 
an iadimibie pattnde* derived trot^ alpha, 
privative, and tsOmo, id cut.” 

1 marvelled mudltait t^b injonotioii, which, 
however, t Hterallj^ obeyed ; and next mom* 
log sallied forth to visit the habitation of| 
the curate'* bat in going thither, it lyes my; 
hap \o encbuuter a learned physndah of my 
ac^iutance, who hath read all the books 
that ever were published in any npt^on ^ 
language * to him t reifeited for the desMtt^b^ 
of the word atom* He paused a httle| mrew 
up his eyes to heatpHf stroked his ohm With 
great sofemnily, ano«hefumbig^ree times*^ 
Greek, sir,*! said he^**^4s mdije ^iliar to 
methauxnytiiMVetmi^. i ham ^versed, 
sir, wiith HOmar and P&to, Hesiod and Theo« 
phrastus, Hero^tus, ThuoydideS, 1 uppocra« 
tes, Afetwua, lender and Aphonies, and all 
the poets , and historisna of pni^quiiy » Sir, 
my library cost me two thousand ipOuUds. 1 
have spent as much more m making expOn* 
meets , add you must know that I have dis- 
covered certam chemical specifics, which J 
would divulge for fifty times the sum. 
Ae for the word wromof or atime, it signifies 
a scoundrel, air. Or, as it were, sir, a thing 
of no estimation It is denved, sir, from 
alpha pnvativa, and ttme, honour Hence, 
we call a skeleton on atomy, because, sir, 
the bones are, as it were, oishonaured, by 
being Btript of their clothing, and exposed in 
their nakedness ” ' 

X was sorely vexed at this interpretation, 
and my apprehensroA of lunacy recurred * 
neveithdesB 1 proceeded in my way to the 
lodgings of the curate, and desired his ex-« 

a ' latlon, which UuUea exactly with what I 
written At my xotum to my own house, 

I ascended to my study, aakbd pardon of my 
internal monitor, and tdking pen, ink, an4 
paper, sat down to Write what it dictated ui 
Iho following strain. 

** It was in the era of Fcggiam* ope tbofUi- 
sand yearn ago, that fiite dje^rmined 1 should 
' exist in iiie empire of Inphn, whbie 1 underK 
went a great number of vmissitudri|^ till, at 
length, 1 was inclosed in a of ime, 
eaten by a Dutch mariner at ThriUiidn, ofid, 
heooming a particWof hw bo%, biud^ to 
the Cane of Oqod Hope. These I was dis- 
' cbaiged a scorbutie dyoentery, tokmi 
m a neap, of soil to manu re ay^rt. 


* The hUtoiy of lapan U dWidi^ late three 
different eras# Of which Tugqiea is the tnost 

aonsiderahls , 


thrown upon a dunghill, gobbled up and di* 
g^d by avdpek , of which duck your j&tber, 
Ephraim' Pehsocl^ having eaten plentifully 
at the ftiaat of the cnrdwainers, I was mixed 
wrtb hia oit^ulatmg juices, and finally fixed 
in the principal part of that animalcule which, 
in process oi time, expanded itself intothee, 
Naihaniei Peacock.” 

Having thus particolanxed tny transDugm- 
tioos since my conveyance from Japan, I imall 
mtprn thither, and unftdd some curious par* 
ticuhim of stato-mtrigne, earned on during 
ti^ sbdrt period, the history of which 1 mean 
tecord. 1 need not tell thee that the em- 
plre nf Japan eonsists of three laige islands, 
or that the people who inhabit thi>m are such 
mconBistcnt, caprieious animals, tliat one 
would imagine they were created for the 
purpose of ndicule Their minds are in con- 
tinual agitation, like a Shuttlecock tossed to 
and fro, m order to divert the demons of phi- 
losophy and folly A Japanese, without the 
intervention of any visible motive, is, by 
turns, merry and pensive, superficial and 
profound, generous and illiberal, rash and 
circumspect, couMteeous and fearful, benevo- 
lent and cruel They seem to liave no fixed 
principle of action, no certain plan of con- 
duct, no efiectual rudder to steer them through 
tlio voyage of hut to be hurried down liic 
rapid tide of each revolving Whim, or dnvcii 
the sport of every gust of jiassioii that hap- 
pens tp blow A Japanese will sing at a 
funeral and sigh at a wedding , be will this 
hour talk ribaldry with a prostitute, and the 
next munerse himself in tlie study of me- 
taphyeies or theology In favour of one 
stranger^ he will exert all the virtues of hos- 
pitahty , against another he will exercise all 
the animosity of the mo^ sordid prejudice 
one minute sees him hazarding his all on the 
success of the most extravagant project, 
another beholds him hesitating on lending a * 
a fiiw oopans’^ to his friend on undenii^le 
bounty Tc^day he is afraid of paring hia 
corns , to-morrow he seimples not to cut his 
own thEoaV At one season ho will give half 
Ms to the poof; at anoihat he will 

not mtqw ttioomaUest piUanee to save his 
brot^ iVom inmgenee and flisl^taSs He as 
elatud to iimolqiH^o by the*>K»ist gleam of 
sueobsss dqjectedto des^ndeace by 
the sUgfdM^^nnf adierSe fortune One 
hoar ha <miM;s fha host estahbshed trutlis . 
the qext he swallows the most improbable / 
fictum, H» p^e and his censure are what 
a wise miqi would choose to avoid, as evils 
eyaUy perijjlcMne^ the first is gencarally 


t * Cepau li a gold si^ n^ed m Japan, laluQ 
about 43 fthflUngs. S' 



ADVENTU5BS OF AN ATOM 


475 


nused without foimdatioii, and unmed to 
such extrava^DcOy as to expqad the olMect 
to the ndicuieof WHAkiAd; the last is onen 
unprovoked, yet ttsttai% mflasted to ail the 
xm of the inostsMdifiSaxitMiwH^ He 
wiu extol above A^xaitdertiie Ofreat a pet^ 
officer who rohi a hen-roost « and damn ^ 
infamy a ^neral fbr not performing impossu 
bilities The aSme man whom he yesterday 
flattered with the most fulsome adulation, he 
will to-morrow revile with the most hittet 
abuse ; and, at the turning of a straw, take 
into his bosom the very Mrson whom he has 
formerly defamed as the most perfidtpns 
rascal 

The Japanese value themselves much upon i 
their constitution, an# are very clamorous 
about the words liberty and property ; yet, in 
fact, the only liberty they enjoy is to get 
drunk whenever th^ please, to revile uie 
government, and quarrel with one another 
With respect to their property, they are the 
tamest animals m the world , and, if properly . 
managed, undergo, Without wmomg, Such 
impositions as no other nation m the world 
* would boar In this particular, they may be 
compared to an ass, that will crouch under 
the most unconscionable burden, provided 
you scratch his long ears, and allow ham to 
bray his bellyfull They are so practicable, 
that thoy have suffered their pockets to be 
drained, their veins to be emptied, and iheir 
credit to be cracked, by the most bungling 
administiation, to gratify the avarice, pnde, 
and ambition of the most sordid and con- 
temptible eoioreigns that ever sat upon the 
throne 

'Phe methods used for eccomphshing these 
purposes are e7..tremely simple. You have 
seen a dancing bear incensed to a dangerous 
degree of rage, and all at once ap^ased by 
firing a pistol over his nose The Japanese, 
even m their most ferocious moods, when 
they denounce vengeance against tire cuboy, 
or minister, and even threaten the throne it- 
self, are easily softened into meekness and 
condescension. A set of tall ffillows, hired 
for the purpose, tickle them under the noses 
*with long straws into a gcutle sconvuleion, 
during which thoy shut their eyes, and smile, 
and quietly suffer their pockets to be turned 
inside out Nay, what is still more remarks- 
ble, the ministry is m possesstoit of a pip, 
or rather bullock’s bom, which, bsdng sounded 
to a particular pitch, has such an efffici; on 
the ears and understanding of the people, 
that they allow their pockets to bo picti^d 
with their eyes open, and are bribed to be- 
•tray their mvn interests with their own mo- 
ney, as easily as if the treasure had cbmo 
from the remotest comer of the glol>e. Not- 
withstanding these capncious pecutiai^tJes, 
the Japanese are become a wealthy and pow- 
erful people, paitiy from their itisukr situa- 
tion, and partly from a spirit of commercial 
adventure, sustained by all the obstinacy of 


perseverance, and conducted by repeated 
flashes ef good sense, which almost uicess- 
antly gleam throu^ the dmop of their ab- 
suroitiw 

Japan was origmaBy governed bytnenarphs 
who possessed on absolute power, ahd Kec- 
ceeded by hereditaiy right, under the title of 
Baito But m the beMning of the period 
Feggien, this emperor become a c^her, and 
the whole adnunistration devolved mto the 
hands of the prime minister, or cuboy, who 
now^exmrcises all the power and authority, 
leaving the trappings of royalty to the inac- 
tive datro. The prince who held the reins 
of government in the short period which 1 
intend to record, was not a lin^ descendant 
of the ancient dairos, the immediate success- 
ion having failed, but sprung firom a collateral 
branch which was invited fVom a foreign 
county in the person of Bupot in honour of 
whence Japanese erected Fakku-bast,* or 
the temple of the white hotse So much 
I were all bis successors devoted to the culture 
I of the idol, which, by the bye, was made of 
the vilest materials, that, in order to enneh 
his shrine, they impoverished the whole em- 
pire, yet still with the connivance and by the 
influence of the cuboy, who gratified this 
sordid passion or superstition of the dairo. 
With a view to prevent him from employing 
ins attention on matters of greater conse- 
quence 

Nathaniel, you have heard of the transmi- 
gration of souLb, a doctrine avowed by one 
INthagoras, a philosopher of Crotona This 
doctrine, though discarded and reprobated 
by Christians, is, nevertheless, sotind and or- 
tnodox, I affirm on the mtegnty of an atom 
Further I shall not explain myself on this 
subject, though I might with safotv set the 
con vocation and Uio whole hierarchy at de- 
fiance, knowing, as I do, that it m not in 
I their power to make me bate one particle ot 
r what I advance , or, if they should endeavour 
to roach nio through your organs, and even 
condemn you to the stake at Smithfield, 
vcnly I say unto thect 1 should be a gamer 
by the next remove, I should shift my quar- 
tets fi’om a vdry cold and emp]^ tenement, 
which I now occupy lUi the brain of a poor 
haberdasher, to the norvhus plexus situated 
at the mouth of the stomach of a flit aider- 
man fed with venison end turtle 

But to return to Pythagoras, whom one of 
you? wise countrymen deiiotmnated Pete^ 
6<tre wts^aerfi of Cfoton; you nmsT 
know that philosopher '^s a type, which 
hath not yet been foUy uoveilcd That he 
tauglit the metempsycmoais, explained the 
Uatur? and property of batmotnes, demon- 
strated tho motion of Vke earth, discovered 
elements of geometry and arithmetic* 
earned has sile^e, and abstained 

ftom eating auy tmi^ that was ever mfonned , 

* Widk iKeiapfer, lib i 
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^ the breath of vre 

hiiowik to all the tereea wotSA; M 
xation for hom^ wUsh ODKt hith Ml ^ fcn 
Ifoiden thighyhip 

fiSSSl^ 

teriM ift wjiMi Koniw^ 

trutbe ^ eoftoemik* wesiide* 

aealr>*4Mit Ib^ ifthJaMi <br - 

9 h«]l onljr otoim, Htalib TeMer M 

eom^ xeea^ m oivq^pdiflitjr P^thaiforas to 
have becHi wmMs^t and M ahiewd 
huda m mf9t^ di^Matiott» Vttam Pytka* 

C&meliita 

Wavmff Uiakt mtmcate didOaaeioaa/orthe 
MOaeot (taongh I cannot he1j» 

Fj|rtiiB||^»ra» waa aoNitf|r circotnoiaCfS^ naow> 
!wacfc» that the meteinpiqrcluNna^ oi||nma- 
inigration of e»qls« la the i^had vbSm atfic 
tare and fhte miiinntif KhnnttO m ahiinatfi^ 
tha creatinPd imidwsea oh the fiice of the 
earthy and thb bm»oeea» p^th eome varnktioo, 
is such aa the lS(eitieln&a|(| tikvoteties impectedi 
and anob aa Jrouliave rdad m Diyden^d ferana- 
lathm of the^siiftli book of ^Vb^'e JSacid. 
The gods havb proved i gveat magaaiae or 
diversorndEw to jirUtAt the depkrted ebuis of 
aH atumale tdjMkir at thehrdiasaiieion the 

body. Heinun^yaTeMhedhalM 
oblivion ontil the^f' retain no memory of the 
aocnes thtongh which they have passed ; but 
they etih preserve their onginal crasis and 
capacity, E^rom this repoaitoiy all ne^ era* 
atod beings are sapphed with sonls* end 
these seals transmi^ate pito different 
mals, according /to m pteasore of the great 
disposer For example^ my gdod ^end Na* 
thaniel Peacock* your own soul has* wlthm 
these hundred years, threaded a gnat, a spi- 
der, and a bishop; and its next stage WiU be 
the carcase of a brewer^s horse. 

In what manner we atoms come by t1^' 
articles of uiteUigeooe^ whether byiauiiUod, 
or communication of idmut* it is not necess^ 
ary that you should eoaoe&ve^ da$ce itfe 
Bsy% the gods were merry Oa the m 
mankind, and If eremy ondmboM to mifhm^ 
a mighty nation, ruled and governed by tl^ 
moanest intellects tW oeolo^be fbsmd in lm 

.I* 


Kponti,,,' of iilptel*. JBfe Wil'a* ^ no wdetMudinfe no economy, no 


the scene in iapaui ahoufthe 
J^lod Foggien, when that mMiifeii m\ 
^ce ad her nmgbbom^ the 
mass dektmed to sway the eoOfi^ he hi^i 
fWedi at ftp very axttde of ebm^on, the 
in soorse of bad 

egpetted « pbsteHtoW tnm h'ffkwe, 
i ^'Pnvpoee to regale tba apmm 
tMfeiimr<i The animScmie,1^ |ms|M 

the S)anar9F tvouesina-oaDa. i$m woeiojsis 
and btiWffiWuli was no other than a fcu^j 
be bad disfdaypdi ha wji^ 


last obaracter He was eppamoas* ahalleWf 
. hot-headed, and perveiee ; in point of under- 
etsnding^ jiust smBeienteo s|mear m pidiiw 
snthoat >a slaTering Mbt imboed with no 
knowMge# flltenea by no danhment, and 
wsrmed wift no affemanm sxempt a blind 
to the womhip of FakkudMwi* 
sifeich ■eemed indeed te be a disease m be 
coantilptten. Hie hesit was meaidy seldsb, 
and bis dhnositioii ahogafter onpikoely. 

Of aB, his leenaM^oiiB, that wfiiift he de- 
Ughted ta most, was kicking the breecdi of 
ms mdioy* mr prune tnhneter, an exercise 
which he eveiy day psafefinedmpnvate. It 
was therefore neoeisaty that a ouboy should 
be dhuid to undergo tbia diunud operation 
without Tepmmg This was a circumstance 
{breseen and provided ibr by Mercury, who, 
a little after the conception of Got-bama- 
habai imprcgnaled tim ovum of a future 
icuboy, and implanted ip tt a changeling soul, 
which had successively passed tnrough the 
bodies of an ass, a dottenl, an apple-woman, 
and a cow-boy. It was divertiijg enough to 
see tbe rejoicings with which the birth of 
this quanbuka* was celebrated;; and still 
more so to observe the marks of fond admi- 
lation m the parents, as the soul of the cow- 
boy proceeded to expand itself m the young 
dimoy. This ts a species of diversion we 
atoms often esgoy We at difibrent times 
bekdd tbe same spmt hunted down m a hare, 
and ened up m a Hector, fawmng in a 
prostitute, and bnbing in a minister, break- 
ing forth in a whistle at the plough, and ui 
a sermon fVom the pulpit , unpellmg a hog to 
the stye, and a counsellor to the cabinet; 
prompting a shoe-boy to 61ch, and a patriot 
to harangue; squinting m a goat, and smiling 
m a matron 

Tutors of ell sorts were provided betimes 
for the young quaubufcu, but lug genius re- 
jOcted aft ouJuvatioa, at least the crops it 
produoM were barren and ungrateful. He 
whs distingoisbed by the name of Fika-kaka, 
and caressed as tbe heir of an immense for- 
tune* J^ay, he was really considered as one 
of the most hopefhl young qusnbukus m the 
mnpite of ^ppan, fhr hw want of ideas was 
attended wift a totel ahsehce of pnde, inso- 
lefic»,iir anyotherdisagreeablevice, indeed 
^a character was ftmuded upon negatives 


^^Mifiage, po mdustvy, no steadiness, no dis- 
plNmmiHk^Uiu vigour no leteo^ He was 
Vepgted Mnerous and good humoured, but 
I was Ireally pxofbse, cbicikeii-hesrted, negh- 
«Si|t» blnudenag, weak, and leaky 
;4cn these 'tsttiSificatioiui wevS agitated by an 
eageioesih mte, and impaiiettce, that com-* 
ti^edifte most hidteroaa composttion which 
bamimiteteieenrstmrudte^ He appeared 
alwayb in htuiy and oouftmon, as if he had 

l U ■ I I « -■^ 1 a.i.ifc.. 

^ '<IDiiw4Wr> i. « dtpdt, 9f (he fint oi4«r in 

ifim- > 

» ( 
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lost his wits m the morniBgi Was tn 
quest of them aH dav. mS whisjier a 
secret to you, my good fKeml Psaioock. All 
this bustle and tiepidatiou proceeded from a 
hoUowitess in the Man, a kind of 

eddy, in which hie animal s^dnts were hur* 
ned about vd a perpetual swirl. Had it not 
been for this Iubus nature, the circulation 
would not have been so^ent for the pur- 
poses of annual life Mad the whole world 
been searched by the princes thereof, it would 
not have produced another to have matched 
this half-witted ongtnal, to whom the a^in- 
istration of a mighty empire' was wholly 
consigned Notwithstanding all the care 
that was taken of his education, Pika^kslca 
never could comprehend any art or science, 
except that of dancing baredieaded among 
the bonzas, at the great fbstival of Gamba* 
doxi The extent of his knowledge in arith- 
metic went no farther than the numeration 
of his ten fingers. In history, he had no idea 
of what preceded a certain treaty with the 
Chinese, in the reign of queen Syko, who 
died within his own remembrance , and was 
so Ignorant of geography, that he did not 
know that his native country was surrounded 
by the sea No system of morality could he 
ever understand, and of the fourteen sects 
of religion that are permitted in Japan* the 
only discipline he could imbibe was a supetf 
stitious devotion for Fakku-basi, the temple 
of the white horse This, indeed, was nei- 
ther the fruit of doctnne, nor the result of 
reason , but a real instinct, implanted in his 
nature for fulfilling the ends of Providence 
His person was extremely awkward , his eye 
vacant, though alarmed, his speech thick 
and embarrassed his utterance un^aceful , 
and hiB muaning perplexed With much 
difficulty he learned to write lus own name, 
and that of the dairo , and picked up a smal:- 
tenng of the Chinese language, which was 
sometimes used at court In his youth, ho 
freely conversed with women, but, as he 
advanced in age, he placed his chief felicity 
in the delights of the table He hired cooks 
from China at an enormous expense, and 
•drank huge quantities ot the throng liquor 
distilled from rice, which, by producing re- 
peated intoxication, bad an unlucky effect 
upon his brain, that was naturally of a loose 
flimsy texture The immoderate use of this 
potation was likewise said to huve greatly 
impaired his retentive faculty , inasmuch as 
he was subject, upon every exlxnordmary 
emotion of spirit, to an involuntary disclnpge 
from the last of the mtestinos. 

Such was the character of Fifca-kuka, en- 
titled by his birth to a prodigious esta|e,a8 
well as to the honours of quaiibuJui, the 
first hereditary dignity m the empire. In 
consequence of this high station, he was 
connected with all the great men m Japan, ^ 
and used to the conrt from his mfrmcy 
Here it was he became acquamled "With j 


I young Gotbama-baba, hw future sovereign , 
and tneir souls being congenial, they soon 
contracted an intimacy* miph endured for 
Uffi. Thdy were Iite twin p^cles of mat- 
ter, which having been divoree4. Amn one 
another by a mpet wcMt shock, had floated 
many thousand years m the ocean of the 
universe, till at l^mih meetin|r by aoqlde&t, 
and approaching withm the s^teres of each 
other's attiacticn, they rush togwtber With 
an eager embrace, and continue united ever 
ofrer 

The ftvour of the sovereign, added to the 
natural influence ansing from a vast fortune 
and alliances, did not flul to elevate 
FifeMaka to the most eminent offices of 
tbe state, until, at length, he attamed to the 
dignity of eqboy, or chief mmister, which 
virtually comprehends all the rest Here 
then VIM the stnmgest phenomenon that 
ever appeared in tne political world A 
statorfban without capacity, or the smallest 
tincture of human learning , a secretary who 
could not wnte , a financier who did not un- 
derstand the multiplication table, and the 
treasurer of a vast empire who neyer could 
balance accounts with his own butler 

He was no sooner, for the diversion of 
tbe gods, promoted to the cuboyship, than 
his vanity was pampered with all sorts of 
adulation He was in magnificence extolled 
above the first Meckaddo, or Ime of empe- 
rors^ to whom divine honours liad been paid , 
equal in wisdom to Tensiu-dai-sin, the first 
founder of tbe Japanese monarchy , braver 
than Whey-vang, of the dynasty of Chew , 
more learned than Jacko, the chief pontiff 
of Japan, more liberal than Shi-wang-ti, 
who was possessed of the universal medicine , 
and mere religious than Bupo, alias Kobot, 
who, from a foreign oountry, brought with 
him, on a white horse, a book caUed Kio, 
containing the mystenea of hie religion. 

But by none was he more cultivated than 
by the bonzas, or clergy, especially those of 
tne university of Frenoxena,* so renowned 
for their leanung, sermons and oratory, who 
actually chose nim their supreme director, 
and every morning adored him with a very 
singular rite of worship. This attachment 
was the more remarkamO, as Fika-kaka was 
known to favour the sect Of Nem-buds-ju, 
who distinguished themsiiAires by the cere- 
mony of circumcision. Some malicious peo- 
ple did not scruple to whisper about, that he 
himself had fkrtvately undergone the opera- 
tion but these, to my cermin knowledge, 
were the suggestions m flds^ood and slan- 
der A shgbtscatificatioii, indeed, It was once 
necessary to make, oh adcount of his health , 
but this was no ceremony of any reli^ous 
worship The truth was this —the Nem- 
buds-Ju, being few in number, and generally 
hated by tltU whole nation, had recourse to 

* Yld. Hist. Eoelei, Japan, Vol, I 
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the protection of Fika-kaka, which they oh- with thick cream, which waa afterwords 
tamed for a valuable consideration Then licked up by the rou^h tongue of a boar-cat 
a law was promnlgeted in their fiivour , a But the administration of this remedy was 
step which was so lar from exciting the jea- once productive of a disagreeable incident, 
lousy of the bonzas, that there was not alrove In the mean time, the distemper gaining 
three, out of one hundred end h%.nme ground, became so troublesome, that the un- 
thousand, that opened their lips in disappro- fortunate quanbuku was incessantly m the 
bation of the measure, Sucn ^ere the vir- fidgets, and ran about distracted, cackling 
tue and moderation of the bonzas^ and so like a hen in labour 
loth were they to disoblige their great direc- The source of all this misfortune was the 
tor Fika-kafca^ juxtaposition of two atoms quarrelling for 

What rendered the Jmot of connection be- precedency, m this the cuboy’s seat of 
tween Bairo Got4)aina^baba and this cu- honour Their pressing and squeezing, and 
boy altogether indissoluble, was a singu- elbowing and jostling, though of no effect 
lar circumstance, which I shall now explain in discomposing one another, occasioned all 
Fika-kaka not only devoted himself entirely this irritation and titillation in the posten- 
to the gratification of his master’s prejudices ors of Fika-kaka What ^ dost thou mutter, , 
and rapacity, even when they interfered the Peacock ** dost thou presume to question my 
most with the interest and reputation of Ja- veracity ** Now, by the indivisible rotundity 
pan , but he also submitted personally to his of an atom, 1 have a good mind, caitiff, to 
capricious humours with the most pl^id re- raise such a buzzing commotion in thy 
Bignation He presented his postenora to be glmdula ptneahst that thou shalt run 
kicked as regularly as the day revolved, and distracted over the face of the earth, like 
presented them not barely with submission, lo when she was stung by Juno’s gad-fly » 
but with all the appearance of fond desire What » thou who hast been wrapped from 
and truly this diurnal exposure was attended the cradle m visions of mystery and revcla- 
with such delectation as he never enjoyed tion, and swallowed impossibilities like 
in any other attitude. lamb’s wool, and digested doctrines harder 

To explain this matter, I must tell thee, than iron three times quenched m the Ebro* 
Peacock* that Fika-kaka was from his in- thou to demur at what I assert upon the evi- 
lancy afflicted with an itching of the podex, dence and faith of my own consciousness 
which the learned Dr Woodward would and consistency ’—Oh ' you capitulate ' well, 
have termed tmmants tti/d7«v pruritus — then beware of a relapse— you know a re- 
That great naturalist would have imputed it lapsed heretic finds no mercy 
to a redundancy of cholicy salts, got out of J say, while Fika-kaka’s podex was the 
the stomach and guts into the blood, and scene of contention between two turbulent 
thrown upon these parts, and he would have atoms, I had the honour to be posted imme- 
attempted to break their colluctations with diately under the nail of the dairo’s great toe, 
oil, &c but I, who know the real causes of which happened one day to itch more than 
this disorder, smile at these whims of phi- usual for occupation The cuboy presenting 
losophy himself at that instant, and turning his face 

Be that as it may, certain it is, all the from his master, Oot-hama-baba performed 
most eminent physicians in Japan were con- the exercise with such uncommon vehe- 
sulted about this strange tickling and ting- mence, that first his slipper, and then his 
Img, and among these the celebrated Fansey, toe-nail flew off, after having made a smoJi 
whose spirit afterwards informed the body breach in the perineum of Fika-kaka By 
of Rabelais This experienced leech* hav- the same efibrt I was divorced from the 
mg prescribed a course of cathartics, bal- great toe of the sovereign, and lodged near 
sarnies, and sweeteners, on the supposition the great gut of his minister, exactfy in the 
that the blood was tainted with a scorbutical interstice between the two hostile particles, 
itch, at length found reason to believe that the which were thus in some measure restrain- 
disease was local He therefore tried the me- ed from wrangling , though it was not in my 
thod of gentle friction for which purpose he power to keep the peace entirely Never- 
used almost the very same substances which theless, Fika-kaka’s torture was immediately 
were many centunes after applied by Gar- suspended , and he was even seized with an 
gantua to his own posteriors * such as a night- oigasm of pleasure, analogous to that which 
cap, a pillow-bier, a slipper, a poke, a ctoacterises the ecstasy of love. 

^ beaver, a hen, a cock, a chicken. Think not, however, Peacock, that I would 
a calf-skin, a hare-skin, a pigeon, a cormo- adduce this circumstance as a proof that 
iraifty a lawyer’s bag, a lamprey, a emf* a pleasure and pain are mere relations, which 
lure i ®iay, even a goose’s neck, without find- can exist only as they are contrasted No , 
mg tmt aolupte menjique au trm de cwl, pleasure and pam are simple, independent 
t which Was the portion of the son of Gran- ideas, incapable of definition , and this which 
t nothing that Fika-kaka felt, was an ecstasy compounded 

gave Fifca-kaka such respite feomthis tor- of positive pleasure ingrafted upon the te- 
meating^tdlaUoaasdidsmearingtheparts raovd of pam, but whether this posiUve 


ADVENTURES OF AN ATOM 


479 


pleasure depended upon a particular centre 
of percussion hit upon accident, or was 
the inseparable effect of kicking and scratch- 
ing conferred by a royal foot and toe, I shdl 
not at present unfold * neither will I demon- 
strate the modut operand* on the nervous 
papillm of Fika-kaka’s breech, whether by 

^ irritation, relaxation, undulation, or vibra- 

* tion Were these essential discovenes com- 
municated, human philosophy would become 
too arrogant It was but the other day that 
Newton made shift to dive into some subal- 
tern laws of matter , to explain the revolu- 
tion of the planets, and analyse the composi- 
tion of ligtit, and ever since, that reptile 

• man has l:^lieved itself a demi-god I hope 
to see the day when the petulant philosopher 
shaU be driven back to his Categories, and 
the Organum Universale of Aristotle, his 
ovff-iot his uKw and his vTt>iLitf*tfov 

But, waving these dim-essions, the plea- 
sure which the cuboy felt from the applica- 
tion of the dairo's toe-nail was succeeded by 
a kind of tension or stiffness, which began 

, to grow troublesome just as he reached his 
own palace, where the bonzas were assem- 
bled to offer up their diurnal incense In- 
stinct, on this occasion, performed what 
could hardly have been expected from the 
most extraordinary talents At sight of a 
grizzled beard «belonging to one of those 
venerable doctors, he was stnick with the 
idea of a powerful assuager , and taking him 
into his cabinet, proposed that he should 
make oral application to the part affected 
The propoB&l was embraced w ithout hesita- 
tion, and the effect even transcended the 
hope of the cuboy The oschlation itself 
was soft, warm, emollient and comfortable , 
but when the nervous papillm were gently 
stroked, and, as it were, fondled by the long, 
elastic, peristaltic, abstersive fibres that com- 
posed this reverend vernculum, such a de- 
lectable titiUation ensued, that Fika-kaka 
was quite in raptures 

That which he intended at first for a medi- 
cine, he now converted into an article of 
luxury All the bonzas who enrolled them- 
fielves in the number of his dependents, 
whether old or young, black or fair, rough or 
smooth, were enjoined eveiy day to perform 
tins additional and posterior nte of worship, 
so productive of delight to the cuboy, that he 
was every morning impatient to receive the 
dairo’s calcitration, or rather his pedestrian 
digitation , after which he flew with all tte 
eagerness of desire to the subsequent part 
of Ins entertainment 

• The transports thus produced, seemed to 
disarrange his whole nervous system, and pro- 
duce an odd kind of revolution in his fancy , 
for, though he was naturally grave, and md^d 
overwhelmed with constitutional hebetude, 
he became, in consequence of this pertodipal 
tickling, the most giddy, pert buffoon m na- 
ture All was grinning, giggling, laughing 


and prating, except when his fears inter- 
vened, then he started and stared, and 
cursed and prayed, 1^ turns There was 
but one barber in the whole empire that 
would undertake to shave him, so ticklish 
and unsteady he was under the hands eff the 
operator His could not sit above one itiinute 
in the same attitude, or on the same seat , 
but shifted about from couch to chair, from 
chair to stool, from stool to close-stool, with 
incessant rotation , and all the time gave 
audience to those who solicited his favour 
and protection To all and several he pro- 
mised his best offices, and confirmed these 
romises with oaths and protestations One 
e shook by the hand , another he hugged ; 
a third he kissed on both sides the face , 
with a fourth he whispered, a fifth he 
honoured with a ikmiliar horse-laugh He 
never M courage to refuse even that which 
he coi^ not possibly grant , and at last his 
tongue actually forgot how to pronounce the 
negative partide hut as in the English lan- 
^age two negative amount to an affirmative, 
five hundred affirmatives in the mouth of 
Fika-kaka did not altogether destroy the effi- 
cacy of simple negation A promise five 
hundred times repeated, and at every repeti- 
tion confirmed by an oath, barely amounted 
to a computable chance of performance 
It^must be allowed, however, he promoted 
a great number of bonzas, and in this pro- 
motion he manifested an uncommon taste 
They were preferred according to the colour 
of their beards He found, by experience, 
that beards of different colours yielded him 
different degrees of pleasure in the friction 
we have desenbed above , and the provision 
he made for each was in pronortion to the 
satisfaction the candidate could afford The 
sensation ensuing from the contact of a grey 
beard was soft and delicate, and agreeably 
demulcent, when the parts were unusually 
inflamed , a red, yellow, or brindled beard 
was in request when the business was to 
thnll or tingle , but a black beard was of all 
others the most honoured by Fika-kaka, not 
only on account of its fleecy feel, equally 
sninted and balsamic, but also for another 
philosophical reason, which I ahall now ex- 
plain Y ou know. Peacock, that black colour 
absorbs the rays of light, and detains them, 
as It were, in a, repository Thus a black 
beard, like the back of % black cat, becomes 
a phosphorus in the dark, and emits sparkles 
upon friction You must know, that one of 
the gravest doctors of the bonzas, who had a 
pnvate request to make, desired an audience 
of Fika-kaka m his closet at night, and the 
taper falling down by accident, uiat very in- 
stant, when bis beard was in contact with 
the cuboy’s seat of honour, the electrical 
snap was heard, itnd the part illuminated, to 
the astonishment of' the spectators, who 
looked upon it as a prelude to the apotheosis 
of Fika-kaka* Being made acquainted with 
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this phenomenon, the minister eacceed* 
mgly elevated m his owh mind Ue rejoiced 
in It, as a communicstion of some divme eSI- 
cacj, and raised the happy bonza to the rank 
of pontifba maximus, or chief priest, in the 
temple of Fakku-basi. in the coorsb of ex- 
periments, he found that black beards 
were electi^l in the same d^ree, and being 
Ignorant of philosophy^ apermed it to some 
supematoral virtue^ in donseqnence of which 
they were promoted aa the hohest of the 
bonzBSi: But you I know, that such a 
phosphorus is ^taiued the most worth- 
less and corrU1ptied> tnatensls, such as rotten 
wood, putrehea veal^ and stinki^ whiting 

Fika^kaka, each as 1 described him, could 
not possibly sret in the character of cuboy, 
without the assistance of counsellors and 
subalterns, who understood the detail of 
goveroflient and the forms of busmel^ He 
was accordingly surrounded by a number of 
satellites, who reflected his lustre lU their 
seve^l spheres of rotation , and thou|^ their 
immenuonb and emersions were apparently 
abrupt and f|t^gidar, formfsd a kind of lumu 
nous belt os pale and comfortless as the nng 
of Saturn, the most distant, cold and balefol 
of all the planets 

The most remarkable of these subordinates 
was Sti-phi-rum-poo, a man, who, from a low 
plebeian origin, had raised himself to one of 
the first offices of the empire, to the dignity 
of quOf or nobleman, and a considerable share 
of the datro’s personal regard He owed 
his whole success to his industiy, assiduity 
and circumspection. During the former part 
of his life, he studied the laws of Japan with 
such severity of application, that, though un- 
assisted by tho least gleam of genius, and 
destitute of the smallest pretension to talent, 
he himself master of all the written 
ordinances, all the established customs and 
forms of proceeding in the different tribunals 
of tlie empire In the progress of his voca- 
tion, he oecame an advocate of some emi- 
nence, and even acquired reputation for po- 
lemical elomjeiice, though his manner was 
ever diy, laboured and unpleasant.* Being 
elevated to the station of a judge, he bq $ir 
justified the interest by which he had been 
promoted, that his honesty was never called 
in question , and his sentences were gene- 
rally allowed to be just and upright. He 
hoard causes with the most painml attention, 
seemed to bo indefatigable m his researches 
after truth, and though be was forbidding m 
his as{)ect, slow in deliberation, tedious m dis- 
GUsmnn, and cold in his address, yet, I must 
own, he was also unbiassed m his d^isions 
I ihOan, unbiassed by any QOnseiousness of 
sinister' motive , for a man may be biassed 
by the nktore of hts disposition, as well as 
by pmedieet acquired, and yet not gmlty of 
mtentioitol fwutiahty Bti.pki-mm-poo was 
BcrupukMhdy just, according to hts own ideas 
of justice; i^nd consequently well qualified 


to'decide in common controversies But m 
delicate cases, which required an uncommon 
shore of penetration ; when the province of 
a supreme judge is to mitigate the severity, 
and sometimes even deviate foom the dead 
letter of the common law, in favour of parti- 
cular institutions, or of humanity in general , 
he had neither genius to enlighten his under- 
standing, sentiment to elevate his mind, nor 
courage to surmount the petty inclosures of 
ordinary practice, He was accused of ava- 
rice and crOelty , but in fact, these were not 
active passions in his heart Tho conduct 
which seemed to justify these imputations, 
was wholly owing to a total want of taste and 
generbsity The nature of his post furnish- 
ed him with opportunities to accumulate 
riches ; and as the narrowness of his mmd 
admitted no ideas of elegance or refined plea- 
sure, he knew not bow to use his wealth so 
as to avoid the charge of a sordid disposition 
His temper was not rapacious, but attentive , 
he knew not the use or wealth, and therefore 
did not use it at all , but was in this particu- 
lar neither better nor worse than a strong- 
box for the convenience and advantage of 
bis heir The appearance of cruelty remark- 
able in hm counsels, relating to some wretch- 
ed insurgents who bad been taken m open re- 
bellion, and the rancorous pleasure he seem- 
ed to feel in pronouncing sentence of death 
by self-exenteration,* was m fact the grati- 
fication of a dastardly heart, which had never 
acknowledged the least impulse of any libe- 
ral sentiment This being the case, man- 
kind ought not to impute that to his guilt, 
which was, in efibet, the consequence of his 
infirmity A man might, with equal justice, 
be punished for being purblind Sti-pfo-rum- 
poo was much more culpable for seekmg to 
shine in a sphere for which nature never 
intended him, 1 mean for commencing states- 
man, and intermeddlm^ in the ina^me of 
government ; yet even into this character he 
was forced, as it were, by the opinion and 
injunctions of Fika-kaka, who employed him 
at first ID making speeches for the dairo, 
which that pnnee use^ to pronounce in pub- 
lic at oertafti seasons of the year These* 
speeches being tolerably well received by the 
populace, the cuboy conceived an extraordi- 
nary opinion of his talents, and thought him 
extremely well qualified to ease him of great 
part of the burden of goveniment. He found 
iiim very well disposed to engage heartily 
in his mtemts. Then he was emitted to 
thrabsculation aMstenon, and though his 
beard was not black, but rather of a sub- 
fuscan hue, he mana^ it with such dexte- • 
rity, that Fika-haka declared the salute gave 
him unspeakable pleasure, while the by- 
standers protested that the contact produced, 

• A gentleman onpitally nonvicted in Japan is 
illowed the privilege of anticipating the com- 
mon executioner, by ripping out his own bowels 
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not simply eloctncal Sparks or scmtilktione, 
but even a perfect irradiation, which seemed 
altogether supernatural From this moment 
^i-phi-rum-poo was initiated in the myste- 
ries of the cabinet, and even introduce to 
the person of the dairo Got-liama-baba, 
whose pedestrian kvours he shared with his 
new patron* It Was observed, however, that 
e\cn after his promotion and nobihatipn, he 
still retained his original awkwardness, ahd 
ne\er could acquire that graceful Case of 
altitude with w Inch the cUboy presented his 
parts averse to the contemplation of his so- 
vereign Indeed the minister’s body was so 
well moulded for the celebration of the rite, 
that one would have imagined nature had 
formed him expressly for that purjiose, with 
Ills head and body projecting forwards, so as 
to form an angle of forty -ft vo with the hori- 
zon, while the glutoii muscles swelled back- 
wards, as if ambitious to meet half-way the 
imperial encounter 

The third connection that strengthened 
this political band was Nin-kom-poo-po, com- 
mander of the funcy or navy of Japan, who, 
• if ever man was, might surely be termed the 
(hild of fortune He was bred to the sea 
horn his infancy, and, in the oourso of pacific 
service, rose to the command of a ]onkli, 
when ho was so lucky as to detect a crew 
of pirates, employed on a desolate shore, m 
concealing a hoard of money which they had 
taken from the merchants of Corek Km- 
' korn-poo-po falling lu with them at night, 
attacked them unawrares, and, having obtain- 
ed an easy victory, earned off the treasure 
I cannot iielp being amused at the folly of 
you billy mortals, when I recollect the trans- 
ports of the people at the Return of tliib for- 
tunate officer, w ith a paltrv mass of silver, 
parading iii covered wagons, escorted by his 
crew in arms The whole city of Meaco 
resounded with acclamation , and Nin-kom- 
poo-po was extolled as the greatest hero that 
ever the empire of Japan produced The 
cuboy honoured him with five kisses in pub- 
lic , accepted of the osculatioa in private , 
recommended liinj m the strongest terms to 
^ihe dairo, who promoted him to^the rank of 
* Sey-seo jun, or general at sea He pro- 
fessed Inniself an adherent to the cuboy, en- 
tered into a strict alliance with Sti-phi-rutn- 
poo, and the whole management of the funfl 
was consigned into his hands, With respect 
to his Understanding, it,waB jii«$t sufficient to 
comprehend the duties of a common tnanner, 
and to follow the ordinary route of the inpst 
sordid avknee As to his heart, he might 
be said to be m a slate of total apkthy^ with- 
•out principle or passion , for I canndiidford 
the name of passion to such a vf{e app^ttte 
as an insatiable thirst of lucre IJe was, 
indeed, so cold and forbidding, that, m Japan, 
the people drstingnishcd him by a nickname 
equivalent to the English word Salamander , 
not that he was inclined to hve in fire, but 
6 D* Sti 
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that the coldness of his heart would have ex- 
tinguisiied any fire it had approached Some 
individuals imagined lie had been begot upon 
a mermaid by a sailor of Kamtechatka , but 
this was a mere fable 1 can assure you, 
however, that when hts bps were 4n Contact 
with the cuboy ’s posteriors, Ftka<^kaka’n teeth 
were seen to chatter The pnde of this ani- 
mal was equal to his frigidity. He affiicted 
to eatabhsh new regulations at the council 
where he presided lie treated his equals 
with insolence, and his superiors with con- 
tempt Other people generally rejoice m 
obliging their fellow-creatures, when they 
can do it without prejudice to their own 
interest Nin-com-poo-po had a repulsive 
power in hiB disposition , and seemed to take 
pleasure in denying a request When this 
vain creature, semen, inelegant, arrogant and 
uncou^, appeared in all his trappings at the 
dairo # court, upon a festival, he might have 
been justly compared to a liapland idol of 
ice, adorned w ith a profusion of brass leaf 
and tnnltets of pewter In the direction of 
tlie /vne, he was provided with a certain 
number of assessors, counsellors, or coad- 
jutors , but these he never consuUedi more 
than if they bad been wooden images Ho 
distributed his commands among his own 
dependants, and left all the forms of the 
office to the care of the senbe, who thus be- 
came so necessary, that his influence some- 
times had well nigh interfered with that of 
the president , nay, they have been seen, hke 
the electrical spheres of two bodies, repelling 
each other Hence, it was observed, that 
the office of the sey-soo-gunsiality resembled 
the serpent ’called amphisbepna, which, con- 
trary to the formation of other animals m 
head and tail, has a head where the tail 
should be Well, indeed, might they com- 
pare them to a serpent, in creeping, conning, 
coldness and venom , but the companson 
would have held with more propriety had 
nature pioduccd a serpent without ever a 
head at all 

The fourth who contributed his credit and 
capacity to this coalition was Foksi-roku, a 
man who greatly surpassed them aU m the 
science of politics , bold, subtle, interested, 
insinuating, ambitious^ ajrid indefatigable 
An adventurer from his cradle, a latitudina- 
nan in principle, a libertine in morals, with- 
out the advantages of birth, fortune, charac- 
ter, or interest ,-^y his own natural sagacity, 
a close attention to the follies and foibles of 
mankind, a projecting spirit, an invincible 
assurance, and an obstinacy of perseverance, 
proof against a)l tbe sboekc ofdisappomtiperit 
arid repulse , he forced himself, as it were, 
mto the scale of preferlnent ; and being found 
equally capable and cpimihant, rose to high 
offices of trust and profit, detested by the 
people, as one of the moot desperate tools 
of ti wicked administration, and odious X 0 
his colleagues m,tfae m— y,fi)r his superi-' 
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or talents, his restless' ambitiont aad the on- 
certainty of his attachment 
As interest prompted hum* he boveied he- 
tween the triumvirate we have defscnhed» 
and another knot of competitors for the 
ad — headed by Oxtarnhshcnn^dono, a 
great related to the dairo, who had bore 
the supi^me eommaad Sn 1^ aitiy« and was 
B^led fatzman,’*' kst* ' or by way of 
eminence This accomplished prince was 
not only the greatest in nis mind, but also 
the greatest in his person, of all the sut^cts 
of Japan and whereas your Shakspeare 
makes Falataff uise it as a fdea m his own 
favour, that as he had more flesh,’ so likewise 
he had msore Railty than other men , 1 may 
lustly convert the proposition m favour of 
Quamba<*Gun.dono, and aflinn, that as he had 
more flesh, so he had more virtue than any 
other Japanese , more bowels, mdie^uman- 
ity, more beneflcence, more aflabihtj^ He 
was, undoubtedly, for a fhtsman, the most 
courteous, the most gallant, the most ele- 
gant, generous, and muniflcent quo that ever 
adorned the court of Japan Eo consummate 
in the art of war, that the whole world could 
not produce a general to match him in fore- 
sight, vigilance, conduct and ability In- 
deed, hiB intellects were so extraordinary 
and extensive, that he seemed to sentiment 
tize at every pore, and to have the faculty 
of thinking diffused all over his fVame, even 
to his finger ends , Or, as the Ijatins call it, 
ad unguem ; nay, so wonderfiil was his or- 
ganical conformation, thatt m the opinion of / 
many Japanese philo8ophert>, his whole body 
was enveloped in a kind of poultice of brain, 
and that if he had lost his head in battle, the 
damage with regard to his power of reflect- 
ion would have been scarce perceptible 
After he had achieved many glorious exploits 
in a war against the Chinese on the conti- 
nent, he was sent with a strong army to quell 
a dangerous insurrection m the nortKm'n parts 
of Ximo, which is one of the Japanese isl- 
ands He accordingly by his valour crushed 
the rebdhon, and afterwards, by dint of 
clemency and discretion, extinguished the 
last embers of disaffection VlHicn the in- 
surgents were defeated, dispersed, and dis- 
armed, and a sufiSicient number selected for 
example, his humanity emerged, and took 
full possesion of his breast He considered 
them as wretched men, misled by fidse'pnn* 
ciples of honour, and sympathized with their 
distress , he pitied them as men and fellow- 
/ citizens , he regarded them as useMfeUow- 
sidnects, who might be reclaimed and reunited 
to the community Instead of sending out 
the mimsters of blood, rapme, 
to .bivage, burn, and destroy, wMout dts- 
tinotion of age, sex, or principle, he ex- 
tended the arms of mercy to all who wpuld 
embiaeethat indulgence, he protected Ute 
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lives and habitations of the helpless, and di- 
minished the number of the malcontents 
much more effectually by his benevolence 
than by his sword. 

The southern Japanese had been terribly 
alarmed at this insurrection, and, in the first 
transports of their deliverance, voluntarily 
taxed themselves with a considerable yearly 
tnbute to the hero Q,uamba-cUn-dono In 
ail probability, they would not have appeared 
so grateful, had th^ staid to see the effects 
of his merciful disposition towards the van- 
quished rebels, for mercy is surely no attri- 
bute of the Japanese, considered as a people 
Indeed, nothing could form a more striking 
contrast than appeared in the transactions 
in the nor^ern and southern parts of the 
empire at this juncture While the amiable 

Qiiamba-oun-muo was employed in the god- 
like office of gathering together, and cherish- 
ing under his wings, the poor, dispersed, 
forlorn widows and orphans, whom tlie sav- 
age hand of war bad depnved of parent, hus- 
band, home and sustenance, while he, in 
the north, gathered these miserable creatures, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens, Sti- 
phi-rum-poo, and other judges in the soutJi, 
were condemning such of their parents and 
husbands as survived the sword, to crucifix- 
ion, cauldrons of boiling oil, or exenteration , 
and the people were indulging their appetites 
^ feasting upon the viscera thus extracted 
The liver of a Ximian was in such request at 
this period, that if tiie market had been pro- ' 
perly managed and supplied, this delicacy 
would have sold for two obans a pound, or 
about four pounds sterling The troops in 
the north might have provided at the rate of 
a thousand head per month for the demand 
of Meaco , and though the other parts of the 
carcase would not have sold at so high a price 
as the hver, heart, harrigals, sweet-bread, 
and pope’s eye, yet the whole, upon an ave- 
rage, would have fetched at the rate of three 
hundred pounds a-head , especially if those 
animals, which are but poorly fed in their 
own country, had been fattened up and kept 
upon bard meat for the slaughter This new 
branch of ti^fiic would have produced about 
three hundred and sixty thousand pounds 
annually , for the rebellion might easily have 
been fomented from year to year, and con- 
sequently it would have yielded a considera- 
bles addition to 1^ emperor’s revenue, by a 
pnoper taxation. 

The philosophers of Japan were divided 
iii^Stheir opinions concerning this new taste 
fbr Ximian flesh, whidi suddenly sprung up 
among the Japanese. Some ascribed it to 
a iginqtple of hatred and revenge, agreeable 
to the oommon expression of animosity 
amoTlg the multitude,-— “ You dog, I’ll have 
your Twer ” Othera imputed it to a notion 
analogous to the vulgar conceit, that the 
liv^ of a mad dog being eaten, la a prevent- 
ive against madness, ergo, the liver of a 
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traitor is an antidote i^inst treason A 
third sort derived tins Btran|;e appetite from 
the belief of the Americans, who imagine 
they shall inherit all the virtues of the ene- 
mies they devour, and a fourth affirmed, 
that the demand for this dainty arose a 
\ery high and peculiar iiavour in Ximmn 
'flesh, which flavour was discovered by acci- 
dent, moreover, there were not wantini 
some who supposed this banquet was a Ian< 
of sacnflce to the powers of sorcery , as wS 
hnd that one of the ingredients of the charm 
prepared m Shakspeare’s cauldron was 
** the liver oi a blaspheming Jew;” and in- 
deed It is not at all improbable that the liver 
of a rebellious Ximian might be altogether 
as effectual 1 know that Fika-kaka was 
stimulated by curiosity to try the experiment, 
and held divers consultations with his cooks 
on this subject They all declared m favour 
of tlie trial , and it was accordingly present- 
ed at the table, where the cuboy eat of it to 
such excess as to produce a surfeit He 
underwent a severe evacuation both ways, 
attended with cold sweats and swoonings 
In a word, his agony was so violent, that he 
ever after loathed the sight of Ximian flesh, 
whether dead or alive 
With the fatzman Quamba-cun-dono was 
connected another quo called Gotto-mio, 
viceroy of Xicoco, one of the islands of Ja- 
pan If Ins understanding had been aslaige 
as his fortune, and his temper a little more 
tractable, he would have been a dangerous 
rival to the cuboy But if their brains had 
been weighed against each other, the nine- 
teenth part of a gram would Jiave turned 
either scale , and as Fika-kaka had negative 
qualities, which supported and extended his 
influence, so Gotto-mio had positive powers, 
that defended him from all approaches 
of popularity. His pride was of the inso- 
lent order , his temper extremely irascible , 
and his avarice quite rapacious , nay, he is 
said to have once declined the honour of a 
kicking from the dairo Conceited of his 
own talents, he afiected to harangue m the 
council of twenty-eight, but his ideas were 
embarrassed , his language wa% mean , and 
his elocution more discordant than the bray- 
ing of fifty asses When Fika-kaka address- 
ed himself to speech, an agreeablci simper 
played upon the countenances of all the 
audience; but as sopn as GottOfOmo stood 
up, every spectator raised his tbninbs to his 
ears, as it were instinctively' The dairo 
Got-hama-baba, by the advice of the cukay, 
sent him over to ^Vem the people of Xico- 
co, and a more effectual method could not 
have been taken to mortify his an^egi^ee 
His deportment was so insolent, his econo^ 
my BO sordid, and his government so'a^- 
trary, tiiat those islanders, who are teraark- 
ably ferocious and impatient, expressed their 
hatred and contempt of him on eve^ occa- 
sion His quanbukuship was haraly safe 
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from outrage in the midst of his guards, 
and a cross was actually erected for the 
execution of his favourite kow-kin, who es- 
caped with some difficiflty to the island of 
Niphon, whither also his patron soon Allow- 
ed him, attended by the curses of the people, 
whom be had been sent to rule 
He who presided at the council oftwenty- 
eight was called Soo-san-sin-o, an old expe- 
rienced shrewd politician, who conveyed 
more sense in one single sentence than 
could have been distilled from all tlie other 
brains in council, had they been macerated 
in one alembic He was a man of extensive 
learning and elegant taste He saw throu^ 
the characters of his fellow-labourers in the 
ad-t— — — n He laughed at the folly of one 

fkction, and detested the arrogance and pre 
sumption Of the other In an assembly of 
sensibk men, his talents would have shone 
with merior lustre but at the council of 
twenty-eight, they were obscured by the 
thick clouds of Ignorance that enveloped his 
brethren The dairo had a personal respect 
for him, and is said to have conferred fre- 
quent favours on his posteriors in pnvate. 
He kicked the cuboy often ex as a 

husband thinks it incumbent upon him to ca- 
ress his wife but he kicked the president 
for pleasure, as a voluptuary embraces his 
mistress Soo-san-Bin-o, conscious that he 
had no family interests to support him m 
cabals among the people, and, careless of 
his country's fate, resolved to enjoy the com- 
forts of life m quiet He laughed and 
quaffed with his select companions in pri- 
vate , received his appointments thankfully , 
and swam with the tide of politics as it hap- 
pened to flow It was pretty extraordinary 
that the wisest man should be the greatest 
cypher but such was the will of the gods 
Besides these great luminaries that en- 
lightened the cabinet of Japan, 1 sliall have 
occasion, m the course of my narrative, to de- 
scribe many other stars of an infenor order 
At this board there was as great a variety of 
characters as we And in the celebrated table 
of Cebes Nay, indeed, what was objected to 
the philosopher, might have been more justly 
said of the Japanese cotmcils ' There was 
neither invention, unity, nor design amongst 
them They consisted of mtebs of saunter- 
ing, strolling, \agrant and i^iculous politi- 
cians Their schemes were absurd, and 
their deliberations like the sketches of anar- 
chy All was bellowing, bleating, braying, 
gnnning, grumbling, eonfugion and uproar 
It was more like a dream of chaos than a 
picture of human lilb If the 4ai mon, orge- 
nius* was wanting, it most be owned that Fika- 
kaka exactly answered CebM% description 
pf TTXH, or fortune, Hind and frantic, run- 
ni|ig about every wb^re , giving to some, 
em taking fVom others, without rule or chs- 
tihction, while her embledi of the round 
stone fiuriy shows bis gtddy nature , 
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have seen many other figures of the naint- 
er’s allegory , such as Deceptiou tenaentig 
the cup of Ignorance and error, opinions 
and appetites , Bisappomtment and Angumh ; 
Debauchery, Profli^cjt Qluttony, and Adu- 
lation , Luxury, Frauds Rapine^ Perjury, and 
Sacrilege , hut not the least traces of the 
virtues which are described In the group of 
true education, and in the grove of happi- 
ness 

The two factions that divided the council 
of Japan, though inveterate enemies to each 
other, heartily and cordially concurred m 
one particular, which was the worship esta- 
blished m the temple of Fakku^basi, or the 
wlute horse This was the orthodox faith in 
Japan, and was ccrtamly founded, as St Paul 
saitli of the Christian religion, upon the evi- 
dence of things not seen All the Kotanes 
of this superstition of Fakku-basi su^ribed 
and swore to the following creed implicitly, 
without hesitation/ or menial reservation ^ 
“1 believe m tlie white horse, that he de- 
scended from hoaven, and sojourned in Jed- 
do, which IS the land of promise 1 believe 
in Bupo his apostle, who first declared to 
the children of Niphon the glad tidings of 
the gospel of Fakku-basi I believe that the 
white horse was begot by a black mule, and 
brought forth by a green dragon , that his 
head is of silver, and his hoofs are of brass , 
that he eats gold as provender, and dis- 
charges diamonds as dung , that the Japanese 
are ordained and predestined to furnish him 
with food, and the people of Jeddo to clear 
away his litter I believe that the island of 
Nipfaon IS joined to the continent of Jeddo, 
and that whoever thinks otherwise shall be 
damned to all eternity J believe that the 
smallest portion of matter may be practi- 
cally divided Oil infimtum , that equal quan- 
tities taken from equal quantities, an une- 
qual quantity will remain , that two and two 
make seven, that the sun rules the night, 
the stars the day , and the moon is made of 
green cheese Finally, I behove that a man 
cannot be saved without devoting bis goods 
and hife chattels, his children, relations, and 
friends, his senses and ideas, his soul and his 
body, to the religion of the white horse, as it 
is prescribed m the ritual of Fakku-basu” 
These are the tenets which the Japanese min- 
isters swallowed as glib as the English clergy 
swallowed the thirty-nine articles 

Having thus charactenred the chiefs that 
disputed the administration, or, in other 
Words, the empire of Japan, I shall now pro- 
ee^d to a plain narration of historical inci- 
dents, without pretending to philosophire 
11 k0 H-— or dogmatize like I 

ehaS tell thee, Nathaniel, that Britan 

of cr^t, and they were Tahessin ani 
Geoffrey Monmouth III idh you another 
secret . the^whole world has never been able 


to produce six good historians Herodotus 
18 fabulous even to a proverb , Tbucydidcs 
IS perplexed, obscure, and unimportant , Po- 
lybius 18 dry and inelegant, Livy superficial, 
and Tacitus a coxcomb , Guicciardini wants 
interest, Davila digestion, and Barpi truth 
In the whole catalogue of French historians, 
there is not one of tolerable authenticity 
In the year of the period Foggien one 
hundred and fifty-four, the tranquillity of Ja- 
pan was interrupted by the encroachments 
of the Chinese adventurers, who made de- 
scents upon certain islands belongmg to the 
Japanese, a great way to the southward of 
Xicoco They even settled colonies and 
bftilt forts on some of them, while the two 
empires were at peace with each other 
When the Japanese governors expostulated 
with the Chinese officers on this intrusion, 
they were treated with ridicule and contempt , 
then they had recourse to force of arms, and 
some skirmishes were fought with various 
success When the tidings of these hostili- 
ties arrived at Meaco, the whole council of 
twenty. eight was overwhelmed with fear 
and confusion The dairo kicked them all 
round, not from passion, but by way of giv- 
ing an animating fillip to their deliberating 
faculties The disputes had happened m 
the island of Fatsissio , but there were only 
three members of the council who knew 
that Fatbissio was an island, although tin 
commerce there earned on was of the ut- 
most importance to the empire of Japan 
They were as much m the dark with respect 
to Its situation Fika-kaka, on the suppo- 
sition that it adjoined to the coast of Corea, 
expressed his apprehension that the Chinese 
would invade it With a numerous army , and 
was so transported when Foksi-roku assured 
him It was an island at a vast distance from 
any continent, that he kissed him five times 
m the face of the whole council , and hm 
royal master, Got-hama-baba, swore he 
should be indulged with a double portion of 
kicking at his next private audience The 
same counsellor proposed, that as the fune, 
or navv , of Japan, was much more numerous 
than the fleqj of China, they should imme- 
diately avail thcmselvcb of this advantage 
Quamba-cun-dono the fatzman was of opin- 
ion that war should he immediately declared, 
and an army transported to the continent 
Sti-phl*rum-poo thought it would be more 
expedient to sweep the seas of the Chinese 
trading vessels, without giving them any 
previous intimation , and to this opinion Ad- 
roiml Nm-com-pdo-po subsenbed, not only 
out of deference to the superior understand- 
ing of his sage ally, who undertook to prove 
It was not contrary to the law of nature and 
nations to plunder the subiects of foreign 
owers, who trade on the faith of treaties, 
at also from Ins own inclination, which was 
much addicted to pillage without bloodshed 
To him, therefore, the task was left of 
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Bcounng the seas, and mterceptuig’ the suc.^ 
cours which (they had received intelligence) 
were ready to sail from one of the ports of 
China to the island, of Fatrassio In the 
mean time junkS were provided for transport- 
ing thither a body of Japanese troope, under 
tho command of one Koan, an obscure officer^ 
without conduct or experience, whom the 
fatzman selected for this service , not that 
he supposed him possessed of supenor mentt 
but because no leader of distinction cared to 
engage in such a disagreeable expedition 
Nin-kom-poo^po acted according to the 
justest ideas which had been formeci of his 
understanding He let loose his cruiaers 
among the merchant ships of China, and tho 
harbours of Japan were quickly filled with 
prizes and prisoners The Chinese exclaim- 
ed against these proceedings as the most 
perfidious acts of piracy , and all the other 
powers of Asia beheld them with astonish- 
ment But the consummate wisdom of the 
sea sey-Bco-gun appeared most conspicuous 
in another stroke ot generalship which he 
now struck Instead of blocking up m the 
Chinese harbour the succours destin^ to re- 
inforce the enemy m Fatsissio, until they 
should be driven from their encroachments 
on that island, he very wisely sent a strong 
squadron of fune to cruise m the open sea, 
midway between China and Fatsissio, m the 
most tempestuous season of the year, when 
the fogs are hO thick and so constant in that 
latitude as to rival the darkness of a winter 
night , and supported the teasibihty of this 
scheme lit council, by observing that the enc- 
my would be thus decoyed from thoir harbour, 
and undoubtedly intercepted in their passage 
by the Japanese squadron This plan was 
applauded as one of the most ingenious 
stratagems that ever was devised, aim Fika- 
kaka insisted upon kissing his posteriors, as 
the most honourable matk oi his approbation. 

Philosophers have observed, that the mo- 
tives of actions are not to be estimated by 
events Fortune did not altogether fulfil the 
expectations of the council General Koan 
suffered himself and his army to be decoyed 

* into the middle of a wood, wnefe they stood 
like sheep in tue shambles, to be slaughtered 
by an unseen enemy The Chinese suc- 
cours perceiving their harbour open, set sail 
for Fatsissio, which they reached m safety, 
by changing their course about one di^gree 
from the common route , while the JapaiUese 
fune continued cruising among the fog^ij^- 
til the ships were shattered by storms, and 
the crews more than half destroyed hy cold 

• and distemper 

When the news of these disasters aitived, 
great commotion arose in the council l^e 
dairo Got-hama-baba fluttered, and cluiiked, 
and cackled, and hissed, like a goose 
turbed in the act of incubation (^uainba.- 
cun-dono shed bitter tears, the cifooy smvel- 
led and sobbed, Sti-phi-rum-poo loaned, 
86 * 


Gotto-mio swore, but the sea sey-seo-gun 
Nin-kom-poo-po underwent no alteration 
He sat as the emblem of insonsibLlity, fixed 
as the north star, and as cold as that lumi- 
nary, sending forth emanations of^fr%ldl^ 
Fikk-kaka mistaking this congelatlicm for 
fortitudie, went round and embraced^ him 
where he sat, exclaiming,— My 4ear 'day, 
sey-seo-gun, what would you advise ui this 
dilemma But Ihe contact had almost cost 
hin^ his lifo for the touch of Nin-kom-poo- 
po; thus cQt^aled, bad the same effect as 
that of the fish called torpor The cuboy’s 
whole body was instantly benumbed ; and if 
his friends had not instantly pour^ down 
his throat a considerable quantity of strong 

r lf the circulation would have ceased 
is what philosophers call a generation 
of cold,< which became so intense, that the 
merc^ m a Japanese thermometer, con- 
struefod on the same principles which were 
afterwards adopted by Fahrenheit, and fixed 
in the apartment, immediately sunk thirty 
degrees below the freezing point 
The 'first astonishment of the council was 
succeeded by critical remarks add amimenU 
ation The dairo consoled himselfi by ob- 
serving, that his troops made a very soldierly 
appearance as they lay on the field in their 
new clothing, smart caps, and clean buskins , 
and that the enemy allowed they had never 
seen beards and whiskers in better order 
He tlien declared, that, should a war ensue 
witli China, he would go abroad and expose 
himself for tho glory of Japan Foksi-roku 
expressed his surprise that a general should 
march his army through a wood in an un- 
known country, without having it first re- 
connoitred, but the fatzman assured him 
that was a practice never admitted into the 
discipline of Japan. Gotto-mio swore the 
man was mad to stand with ins men, like 
oxen m a stall, to be knocked on the head, 
without using any means of defence ** Why 
the devil,” said he, “ did not he either re- 
treat, dr advance to close engagement with 
the handful of Chinese who formed the am- 
buscade *” ” I hope, my dear Quanhuka,” 
replied the fatzman, ** that the troops of Ja- 
pan will always stand Without flinching. 1 
should have been mortified heybnd measure 
bad they retreated without aeeing the face 
of the enemy that would have been a dis- 
grace which never befell any troops formed 
under my direction ; and as for advancing, 
the ground would nojt permit aUy mauosuvre 
of tliat nature They were engaged m a cut 
de mCi Where they could not form either in 
hollow-square, front potedee, column, 
or platoon. It Was "the foitime of war, and 
fliey bore it like men i we shall be more far- 
tunate on another docastun ” The president 
^Qo-san-amwo to^ notice, that if there had 
bsofl one smil) in the whole Japanese 
army, tins d&aster could not have happeirsd, 
as the ammcf! would have beat the Dushns,' 
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an4 discovered the ambivscade He 
fore proposed, that if the wi^r wae to be 
prosecuted in Fatsissio^ which is a country 
^ver^own with wood, a number of blood- 
hounds miffht be provided and sent over, to 
run upon the foot m frqnt and on the flanks 
of the aiapy, wheoi it should be on its march 
through such impediments, ^imm^-cun- 
done declared, that soldiers had much better 
die in the bed of honour, than be saved and 
victonous ^ such an untnilitaiy expedient ^ 
that such a proposal was so contrary to the 
rules of war, and the scheme of enlisting 
dogs so derogatory ^om the dignity of the 
service, that, if ever tt should be embraced, 
he urould resign his command, and spend the 
remainder of his hfe m retirement This 
camne project was equally disliked by the 
dairo, who approved of the fhtarnau’s objec- 
tion, and scaled his approbation witk a pe- 
destrian salute of such momentum, tl|g^t the 
fatzman could hardly stand under the weight 
of the compliment It was agreed that new 
levies should be made, and a new squadron 
of flitie equipped with all expedition and 
thus the assembly broke up 
Fortune had not jet sufliciently humbled 
the pride of Japan That body of Chi- 
nese which defeated Koan, made several 
conquests m Fatsissio, and seemed to be in 
a fair way of reducing the ^hole island Yet 
the court of China, not satisfied with this 
success, resolved to strike a blow, that 
should ^ equally humiliating to t)ie Japan- 
ese, m another part of the world Having 
special remonstrances already prepossess- 
ed all the neighbouring notions against the 
ovemment of Japan, as the patrons of per- 
dy and piracy, they fitted out an armament, 
which was intended to subdue the island of 
Motao, on tlie coast of Corea, which the Ja- 
panese had taken in a former war, and now 
occupied at a very great expense, as a place 
of the utmost importance to the commerce 
of tlie empire Repeated advices of the ene- 
my^s design were sent from different parts 
to the m— y of Japan , but they seemed all 
overwhelmed by such a lethargy of inflitu. 
ation, that no measures of prevention were 
concerted 

Such was the opinion of the people , but 
tlie truth IS, they were fast asleep The Ja- 
jianese hold, with the ancient Greeks and 
modern Americans, that dreams are from 
.Heaven , and in auy perplexing emergency, 

, they, hke the Indians, Jews and natives of 
Madagascar, have recourse to dreaming as 
to aft oracle. These dreams or divinattons 
preceded by certain religmus rites, anal- 
ogot^ to the cereiponv of the epbod, the 
unm’iuid the thummm The rites were , 
li^usfyjKsrfbrmed in the council of tweu^. 
^ eight; and a deep sleep overpowered ^ 

® dairof his counsellors 

G<n;.hama4»ba, the emperor, who reposed 
his tiead upaji the pillowy sides of Quamba- 


cun-dono, dreamed that he was sacrificing in 
the temple of Fakku-basi, and sawlhe deity 
of the white horse devourmg pearls by the 
bushel at one end, and voiding corruption by 
the ton at the other The fatzman dreamed 
that a great number of Chinese cooks were 
busy buttering his brains. Gotto-mio dreamed 
of lending money and borrowing sense Sti- 
phi-rum-poo thought he had procured a new 
law for cJaoping padlocks upon the chastity 
of all the females in Japan under twenty, of 
which padlocks he himself kept the keys 
Nin-kom.poo-po dreamed he was metamor- 
phosed into a sea-lion, in pursuit of a shoal 
of golden gudgeons. One dtd laugh in^s 
deep, and one t ned murder The first was 
Soo-san-sin-o,Vho had precisely the same 
vibion that disturbed the imagination of the 
cuboy He thought he saw tlie face of u 
right reverend prolate of the bonzas united 
with, and Rowing to, the pobtenors of the 
minister, Fika-kaka underwent the same 
disagreeable illusion, with this aggravating 
circumstance, that he already felt the teeth 
of the said bonza The president laughed 
aloud at the ridieulous phenomenon the 
cuboy exclaimed, in the terror of being en- 
LUHioered with such a monstrous appendage 
It was not without some reason he cried 
** murder’’* Foksi-roku, who happened to 
sleep on the next chair, dreamed of monev- 
bags, places, and reversions, and, in the 
transport of bis eagerness, laid fast hold on 
the trunk-breeches of the cuboy, including 
certain fundo mentals, which he grasped so 
violently, as to evcite pain, and extort the 
exclamation from Fika-kaka, even in his 
sleep 

The council being at last waked by the 
clamours of the people, who surrounded the 
palace, and proclaimed that Motao was in 
danger of an invasion ; the sea sey-seo-gun, 
Nin-kom-poo'po, was ordered to fit out a 
fleet of fune, for the relief of that island , 
and difertions were given that the com- 
mander of these func should, m his voyage, 
touch at the garrison of Foutao,and'take on 
board from thence a certain number of troops, 
lo reinforce lithe Japanese governor of the < 
pdace that Was in danger Nin-korn-poo-po 
for tins service chose tlie commander Bihn- 
gob, a man who had never signalized him- 
self by any act of valour He sent him out 
with a squadron of fime ill-manned, wretch- 
edly provided, and inferior in number to the 
fleet of€hma, which was by this time known 
to fl^^sembled, in order to support the in- 
vaaldn of the island of Motao He sailed, 
nevertheless, on this expedition, and touched ^ 
at tie gamsoii of Foutao, to take in the re- 
inflircement , but the orders sent for this pur- 
pose from Nob-od-i, minister for the depart, 
ment of war, appeared so contradictory and 
ajbsnrd, that they could not possibly be obey- 
ed t so ihkX Bihu-goh proceeded without the 
relnfbrconient towards Motao, the pnncipal 



ADVENTURES OP AN ATOM 487 

fortress of which was by this time invested the ancient Gomaiiaue, that trousers were 
He bod been accidentally joined by a few worn in Scotland long before the time of 
cruisers.which tendered him equal in strenMh Pythagoras; and, indeed, we are told by 
to the Chinese squadron, which he now dc- Jamblycus, that Abans, the &mous Hi^i- 
Bcried Both comknaiidets seemed afraid of land philosopher, contemporary, and perso- 
each other The fleets however engMed , nally acquainted with the sage of Ctotona, 
but little damage was done to either They wore long trowsers I myself can attest the 
parted, as if by cowent. Bihn-goh made truth of 3iat description, as } well remembei 
the best of his way hack to Foutao, without the person and habit of that learned moun- 
inaking the least attempt to succour or open tailieer I would have explained the reasons 
a communicsation with Fi-de-ta-da, the go- that compelled the posterity of those nioun- 
\ernor of Motao, who, looking upon himself taineers to abandon the breeches of their 
as abandoned by his country, surrendered his forefathers, and expose their posteriors to 
fortress, with the whole island, to the Chu the Wind I Would have convinced the Eng- 
nese general These disgraces happening lish antiquaries that the inhabitants of VorL 
on the back of the Fatsissian disasters, raised shire came originally from the Highlands of 
a prodigious ferment in Japan, and the minis- Scotland, before the Scots had laid aside 
try had almost sunk under the first fury of their breeches, and wor^ this part of dress, 
the people’s resentment They not only longafrertheirancestorsjas wellasthesoutli- 
exclaimed amnst the folly of the adminis- em Klons, were unbreeched by the Ro- 
tration, but they also accused thonroftreach- mans' From tins distinction they acquired 
ery , and seemed to think that the glory and tne name of Bngantes, quasi Braganies , 
advantage of the empire had been betrayed and hence came the verb to brag, or boast 
What incrcabed tlie commotion, was the ter- contemptuously , for the neighbours of the 
ror of an invasion, with which the Chinese Bngantes being at variance with that people, 
threatened the islands of Japan The terrors used, by way of contumelious defiance, when 
of Fika-kaka had already cost him two pair they saw any oi them passing or reparsing, 
of trunk hose, which were defiled by sudden to clap their hands on their ^stenors, aim 
sallies or irruptions from the postern of his cry Brag-Brag I would have drawn a 
microcosm , and these were attended with learned Comparison between the shield of 
such noisome efiiuvia, that the bonzas could Ajax and the sevenfold breeches of a Dutch 
not perform the barbal abstersion without skipper Finally, I would have promulgated 
marks of abhorrence The emperor himself the original use of trunk-breeches, which 
wa| seen to stop his nose, and turn away his wmuld have led me into a discussion of tlu 
head, when he approached ftim to perform rites of Cloatina, so differently worshipped 
the pedestrian exercise by the southern and northern inhabitants ot 

Here I intended to insert a dissertation on this kingdom These disqmsitions would 
tiowseis, or trunk breeches, called by the have unveiled the mysteries that now con- 
Greeks, et , by the Latins, ceal the origin, migration, superstition, lan- 

by the Spaniards, ftragiw guage, laws, and connexions of different 
I has , by the Italians, calzone largo , by the nations — nnne non ertt his locus I 
French, haul de < kausses , by tlie Saxons, shall only obsei ve, that Lmschot and others 
hratcce , by the Swedes, brackoi , by the are mistaken m deriving the Japanese from 
Irish, hnschan , by the Celtie, brag , and by their neighbours the Chinese , and that Dr 
the Japanese, bra^ak I could make some Kompfer is right m his conjecture, supposmg 
runous discoveries touching the analogy^®- them to have come from Media immediately 
tween the and Zmtuf ywtuittiar, after the confusion of BabeL It is no won- 

and point out the precis^* time at which the der, therefore, that being Braceatorum fihu 

• Grecian women began to wear the breeches they should retain the wide breeches of then 
I would have demonstrated that the cingu- progenitors 

luin mubebre was originally no other than Jlaving dropped these hints concerning the 
the wife’s literally wearing the bushand’s origin ofbreeches, I shall now return to the 
trowsers at certain orgia, as a matk of do- great personage that turned me into this 
niinion transferred, pro tempore, to the fb- tram of thinking The council of twenty- 
mole I would have drawn a cunous paral- eight being assembled in a greet hurry, Fika- 
Icl between the of the Greeks, Jind kuka sat about five seconds in silence, having 
the shim or middle cloth worn by the bltck m hts countenance nearly tJhe same express” 
ladies in Guinea I would have proved that ion which you have seen in the face and 

• breeches were not first used to defbod^ the attitude of Felix on his tributtal, as repre- 
central parts from the injunes of the wea- sentedhythe faqetioua Hogarth, in his print 
ther, inasmuch as they were first worn by done after 'the Dotch taste After some 
the orientals m a warm climate , as you may pause, he rose, and surveying eveiy indivi- 
see m Persius, Aroccafis tibia medts^'-por^ dmdoftbeeounci] trough a long tube, began 
tteus I would have shown that hreei^es aapeeohtothisA^ct— Imperial Got-hama- 
were first brought from Asia to Uie notthem bsba, my ever^loriodl master ; and you, ye 
parts of Europe, by the Celt®, sprang from hUestrawra ifobto of Japan, quanbukus, qaos, 
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days and doy^os, my fellows and colleagues shrugged up his shoulders^ and kept his eye 
in the work of administration , it is well fixed upon a postern or back-door In this 
known to you alk and thoy sure raseals that general oonstemation, Foksi-roku stood up, 
deny it, 1 have watched and fksted fiir the and offered a scheme, whioh was immediately 
public woal— by d, 1 have deprived my- put in execution “ The multitude, tny 

self of two hours of my natural rest, every lords/’ said he, is a many-headed mon- 
night for a week together. Then 1 have ster-»it is a Cerberus that must have a sop — 
been BO hurried with state afihuts, tlmt 1 could it is a wild beast so ravenous, that nothing 
not eat a eorafiirtable meal i« a whole fbrt- but blood will appease its appetite * — ^it is a 
night * and what rendered Ihia misfiirtune the whole that must have a barrel for its amuse- 
greater, my chief cook had dressed an olio, meat * — it is a demon to which we must offer 
a la Chme^l say an olio, my lords, such an up human sacrifice Pfow, the question is, 
oho as never appeared before upon a table who is to be this sop, this barrel, this scape- 
in Japan— ‘by the J>rd, it cost me fifty obans, ^af* Tremble not, illustrious Pika-kaka— 
and 1 had not tune to taste a morsel. Well, be not afraid — ^your hfe is of too much con- 
then, 1 have watched, that my fellow-subgects sequence But T perceive that the cuboy is 
should sleep , 1 have fasted, that they should moved — an unsavoury odour assails my nos- 
feed— 1 have not only watched and fasted, tnls — bncf let me be — Bihn-goh must be the 
but I have prayed— no, not much of that — victim — Chappy, if the sacrifice of his single 
yes, by the Lora, 1 have prayed, as iti^ere— life can appease the commotions of his 
1 liavo ejaculated—] have danced arm sung country To him let us impute the los^ of 
at the niatsuris, which, you know, are reh- Motao Let us, in the mean time, soothe 
gious rites— 1 have headed the multitude, the rabble with solemn promises that national 
and treated all the ragamuffins m Japan, justice shall be done , — ^let us employ crnis- 
To be certain, I could not do too much for sanes to mingle in ail places of plebeian 
our most excellent and sublime emperor, an resort , to puzjile, perplex, and prevaricate , 
emperor unequalled in wisdom, and unn* to exaggerate the misconduct of Bihn-goh , 
vailed in generosity. Were I to expatiate to traduce his character with retrospective 
from the nsing of the sun to the setting reproach , strain circumstances to his preju. 
thereof, 1 shouM not speak half his praise* dice ; inflame the resentment of the vulgar 
O happy nation ’ O fortunate Japan * happy against that devoted officer , and keep up the 
in such a dairo to wield the sceptre , and, lot ffame, by feeding it with continual fuel ” 
me add (vanity apart), fortunate in such a The speech was heard with universal ap- 
cuboy to conduct the administration Such plause Foloi-roku was kicked by the d^iro, 
a prince * and such a minister ! — alia * my end kissed by the cuboy m token of appru- 
noMe« friend Soo-san-sin-o, I see your day- bation The populace were dispersed by 
ship smile I know wLat you tlainlc, ha ! Im ! means of fair promises Bihn-goh was put 
Very well, my lord— you may think what under arrest, and kept as a malefactor in 
you please, but two such hcad-pieces— par- close pnson Agents were employed througli 
don, my royal master, my presuniption in the whole metropolis, to vilify his character, 
laying our heads together— >ou won’t find and accuse him of cowardice and treaclicrv 
again in tho whole universe, ha * ha ^ I’ll Authors were enlisted to defame him m pub- 
be damn’d if you do, ha' ha' ha'" The lio writings, and mobs hired to hang and 
tumult without doors was, by this time, in- burn him in effigy By these means, the 
creased to such a degree, that the cuboy revenge of the people was artfully trans- 
could utter nothing more ah anterwn , and fbtted, and their attention efibctually divcrt- 
the majority of the members sat aghast in od from the ministry, which was the first 
silence,. The dairo declared he wouid throw object of their indignation. At length mat- 
his cap out of the window into the midst of ters being du2y prepared for the exhibition of 
the populace, and challenge any single man such an extraordinary spectacle, Bihn-goh 
of them to bring it up , but he was dissuaded underwent a public trial, was unanimously 
from hazarding his sacred person in such a found guilty, and unanimously declared in- 
manner Quamba-cun-dono proposed to let nocent , by the same mouths condemned to 
loose the guardb among the imiltitudc ; but death, and recommended to mercy , but 
Fika-kaka protested he could never agree to mercy was incompatible with the desists of 
W expedient so big with danger td the per- the ad— n The unfortunate Binn-goh 
of all present Sti-phi-rum-poo was of wa#orucified for cowardice, and bore his fate 
o^ioo that they should proceed according with the tnost heroic courage. His beha- 
to hw, and indict the leauera of the mob for viour at his death was so inconsistent with 
atiot Hin-kom-poo-po exhorted the dairo the erhne for which he was doomed to die, 
and tjie whole council to take refoge on that the emissaries of the cuboy were foin to 
board Ifleet Gotto^mio sweated in si- ' propagate a report, that Bihn-goh had bribed 

lenee tie tremUed for his money«‘bags, and a pelrson to represent him at his execution, 
dreaded hoetker encounter with the mob, by j and be crucified in his stead 
whom be baft suffered nevereWm the fiesh, Tins was a stratagem very well calculated 
upon a foNaef ocesmon. The president for the meridian of the Japanese populace. 



ADVENTURES OF AN ATOM 


489 


and It would have satisfied them entirely, 
had not their fears been concerned But the 
Chinese had for some time been threatening 
an invasion, tlie terror of which kept the 
people of Japan in perpetual agitation and 
disquiet They neglected their business, and 
ran about m distraction* inquiring news, lis- 
tening to reports, staring, whispering, whim* 
pering, clamouring, neglecting their food, 
and renouncing their repose The dairo, 
who believed the Tartars of Yesso (from 
whom he himself was descended) had more 
valour apd skill and honesty than was pos- 
soBsed by any other nation on earth, took a 
large body of them into his pay, and brought 
them over to the island of Niphon, for the 
defence of his Japanese dominions The 
truth 18, he had a strong predilection for that 
people he had been nursed among them, and 
sucked it from the nipple His father had 
succeeded as heir to a paltry farm in that 
country, and there he fitted up a cabin which 
he preferred to all tiie palaces of Meaco and 
Jeddo The son received the first rudiments 
of his education among these Tartars, whose 
country had given birth to his progenitor 
Bupo lie therefore loved their Country , he 
admired their manners, because they were 
conformable to his own , and he was m par- 
ticular captivated by the taste they showed 
in trimming and curling their mustachios .. 

In full belief that the Yessites stood as 
high in the estimation of his Japanese sub- 
jects as in his own, he imported a body of 
them into Niphon, where at first they were 
received as saviours and protectors, hnt the 
Apprehension of danger no sooner vanished, 
than Uicy were exposed to a thousand insults 
and mortifications, arising from the natural 
prejudice to foreigners, which prevails among 
the people of Japan They were reviled, 
calumniated, and maltreated in every differ- 
ent form, by every class of people , and when 
the severe season set in, the Japanese re- 
fused shelter from the extremities of the 
weather, to those very auxiliaries they had 
hired to defend every thing that was dear to 
them from the swords of an enemy whom 
•they themselves durst not look tiin Uie face 
In yarn Fika-kaka employed a double band 
of artists to tickle their noses They shut 
their eyes indeed, as usual , but their eyes no 
sooner closed, than their mouths opened,^ 
and out fiew the tropes and figures of obloquy 
and execration. They exclaimed, that they 
had not bought but caught the Tartar, that 
they had hired the wolves to guard the sbe^, 
that they were simple beasts who could not 
defend themselves from the dog WilJi their 
*own horns , but what could be expected from 
a flock which was led by such a pusiHam- 
inous belwether'* In a word, the Yessites 
were sent home in disgrace but the fbnnent 
did not subside , and the conduct of the ad- 
ministration was summoned before the vene- 
rable tribunal of the populace 
6 E* 


There was one Taycho who had raised 
himself to great consideration in this self- 
constituted college of tlie mob He was dis- 
tinguished by a loud voice, an unabashed 
countenance^ a fluency of abuse, and an m- 
trepidity ofl^pposition to the measures of the 
cuboy, who was far flrom being a favourite 
witli the plebeians Orator Tayebo’s elo- 
quence was admirably suited to his audience 
he roared, and he brayed, and he bellowed 

against the m r he threw out personal 

sarcasms against the dairo himself He in- 
veighed against his partial attachment to the 
land of Yesso, which he had more than once 
manifested to the detriment of Japan he in- 
flamed the national prejudice against for- 
eigners , and as he professed an inviolable 
zeal for th& commons of Japan, he became 
the first demagogue of the empire The 
truth i^he genemly happened to be on the 
right sSe The partiality of the dairo, the 
errors, absurdities, and corruption of the 
ministry, presented such a palpable mark as 
could not be missed by the arrows of his de- 
clamation This Cerberus had been silenced 
more than once with a sop but whether his 
appetite was not satisfied to the full, or he 
was still stimulated by the turbulence of his 
disposition, which would not allow him to 
rest, he began to shake his chains anew, and 
open in the old cry , wh||h was a species of 
music to tho mob, as agreeable as the sound 
of a bagpipe to a mountaineer of North 
Britain, or the strum-strum to the swarthy 
natives of Angola It was a strain which 
had the wonderful cflect of eflacmg from th& 
memory of his hearers every idea of his far- 
mer fickleness and apostacy 
In order to weaken the effbet of orator 
Tayebo’s harangues, the cuboy had found 
means to intrude upon the councils of the 
mob, a native of Xiino called Mura-claim, 
who bad acquired some reputation for elo- 
uence, as an advocate m the tribunals of 
apan He certainly possessed an uncom- 
mon share of penetration, with a silver tone 
of voice, and a great magazine of words and 
phrases, which flowed from him in a pleasing 
tide of elocution He had withal the art of 
soothing, wheedling, insinuating, and misre- 
presenting, with such a degree or plausibility, 
that his talents were admired even by the 
few who had sense fnough to detect bis 
sophistry He had no idea of principle, and 
no feeling of humanity He Imd renounced 
the maxims of his ikmily, altar having turned 
them to the best account by execrating ther 
rites of Fakku-basi, or the wbnte horse, m 
pnvate among malcontents, while he wor- 
shipped him m public with the appearance 
pf enthusiastic devotion When detected in 
this dojiflfle dealing, he fairly owned to the 
cuboy, that he cuts^ the white horse in pn- 
vate for his private interest, but that he served 
him irk pnblic fhmi indination 
The cuboy had just sense enough to pet- 
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cetve that he would alwaya be to ha 
DWft interest , and therefore be made it his 
interest to serve the to fbll ex- 

tent of his ikcodtieB Aceordmgly Hura^ 
clami fought a good battle w|(lt orator Tay- 
cho, in the occasional asaen^ldies of the po* 
pulace But as it is much more easy to 
inflame than to allay» to accuse ^an to ac» 
quit, to asperse than to purify, to unved 
truth than to \ami 8 h falsehood , in a word, 
to iMitromae a good cause than to support a 
baa one , the mn^sty of the mob snuffed up 
the excrementitious salts of Taycho's invec- 
twee, nntil their juglars ached* while they 
rmcted with signs of loathmg the flowers 
or Muta-clami’s elocution , just as a citizen 
of Editiburgb stops his nose when he passes 
by the dhop of a perfumer 

Wh 3 e die constitution of human nature 
remains unchanged, satire will bib always 
better received than panegync, in tSose po* 
pular harangues The At^ians and Ro- 
mans were letter pleased with the Philippics 
of DemosthmieB and TuUyt than they would 
have bemi with all the praise those two 
orators could have cuBed from the stores of 
their eloquence A man feels a secret satis- 
faction in seeing his neighbour treated as a 
rascal If he be a knave himself (which ten 
to one IS the case), he moices to see a cha- 
racter brought doi#^ to the level of his own, 
and a new member added to hm society , if 
he be one degree removed from actual ro- 
guery (which 18 the case with mne tenths 
of those who ei^y the reputation of virtue), 
he indulges himself with the phansaioal con- 
solation, of thanking €fed he is not hke that 
publican 

But to return feom this digression Mura- 
claou, though he could not with all his talents 
maintain any sort of competition with Tay- 
eho, HI the opinion of the mob; be never- 
theless took a more effectual method to 
weaken the force of his opposition He 
TOin^ed out to I\ka-ki^a the proper means 
for amending the errors of bis anministration , 
heproppsCd measures for prosecuting the war 
witii vigCRir, he projected plans of conquest 
in Fatpissio , recommended active officers ; 
ferwarded expeditions, and infused such a 
spirit into the councils of Japan, as had not 
befere appeared for some centimes t 

But ms patron ungi precluded feom the 
benefit of these measures, by the obstinate 
jirejudice ind preqipitation of the daiirp, 
who valued his Yessian farm above all the 
^pire of Japan This precious morsel of 
mentance bordered i^n Urn tert^tones of 
a T^st chief called IbnSt-aUptiffii, a Ibmous 
^ who had mured his kurd^oidood- 

jMl(> 4 iid minched himself withmpme. jDf 
all maif^d he bated most the dairo, though 
his mipau ; and sought a pretence fet sei^ 
ing the which in three dayS becoidd 
have mada bu own The Mro Oet 4 i 9 ina- 
baba was nqt igaonnt of hts sentiments 


fie trembled for his cabin, when he consi- 
dered Its situation between hawk and buz- 
zard , exposed on one side to the talons of 
Brut-an-tiffi, and open on the other to the 
incursions of the Cninese, updeir whose aus- 
pices the said Bnit-an-tiffi had acted formerly 
as a zealous partizan He liad» indeed, in a 
former quarrel, exerted hnusdf with such 
activity and rancour, to thwart the politics 
of the dairo, and accumulate expenses on 
the subjects of Niphon, that he was univer- 
sally detested through the whole empire of 
Japan as a lawless robber, deaf to every sug- 
gestion of humanity^ respecting no law, re- 
stricted by DO treaty, scoffing at aU religion, 
goaded by ambition, mstigated by cruelty, , 
and attended by rapine 

In order to protect the farm from such a 
dangerous neighbour, Got-hama-baba, by an 
effort of sagacity peculiar to himself^ granted 
a large subsidy from the treasury of Japan, to 
a remote nation of Mantchoux Tartars, on 
condition that they should march to the as- 
sistance of his farm, whenever it should be 
attacked With the same saniW of foresight , 
the Dutch might engage in a defensive league 
with the Ottoman Porte, to screen them 
from the attempts of the most Christian king, 
who IS already on their frontiers Brut-an- 
tiffi knew his advantage, and was resolved 
to enjoy it He had formed a plan of usur- 
pation, which could not be executed without 
considerable sums of money He gave the 
dairo to understand, he was perfectly sensi- 
ble how much the farm lay at his mercy, 
then proposed that Got-hama-baba should 
renounce lus subsidiary treaty with the Mant- 
choux , pay a yearly tribute to him, Brut-an- 
tiffi, in consideration of bis forbearing to seize 
the fkrm , and maintain an army to protect 
It on the other side from the irruptions of 
the Chmese« 

Got-hama-baba, alarmed at this declara- 
tion, began by bia emissaries to sound the 
inclinations of his Japanese subjects touching 
a contmental war, fbr the preservation of the 
fkrm, but be feund them totally averse to 
this wise system of politics Taycho, in 
particular, began to bawl and bellow among' 
the mob, upon the absurdity of attempting 
to defend a remote cabin, which was not 
defensible, upon the iniquity of ruining a 
niighty empire, fer the sake of preserving a 
few barmn acres, a naked common, a poor, 
peltmg farm, the interest of which, 
li^ Aaron’s rod, had already, on many occa- 
sions, swallowed tm all regard and consi- 
deration for the advantage of Japan He 
mvei^ied against the shameful and senseless^ 
partiality of Got-hama-baba , he mingled me- 
naces with his representations He expa- 
tiated on the folly and pernicious tendency 
of a continental war, he enlaiged upon the 
mdependeitoe nf Japan, secure m her insu- 
lar Be declared, that not a man 

should be eeiKt to the continent, nor a subsidy 
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granted to any greedy, mercenary, freebooting 
Tartar , and threatened that if any corrupt 
minister should dare to form fiiuch a connec* 
tion, he would liang it about his neck, like 
a millstone, to sink hun*to perdition The 
bellows of Taycho's oratory blew up such a 
flame m the nation, that the cuboy and all 
hiB partizans were ail^d to whisper one 
syllable about the farm. 

Meanwhile, Brut-an*tiffi, in order to quick^^ 
en their determinations, withdrew the gam^ 
son he had lU a town on the fi'ontiers of 
China, and it was immediately occupied by 
the Chinese , an army of whom poured ini 
like a deluge, through this opening, upon 
lands adjoining to the farm Got3fama«baha 
was now seized with a fit of temporary dis- 
traction He foamed and raved, and cursed 
and swore in the Tartarian language, he 
declared he would challenge Brut-an tiffi to 
single combat He not only kicked, hut also 
cuned the whole council of twenty-eight, and 
played at foot-ball with his impend tiara 
Fika-kaka was diimb-founded Sti-phi-rum- 
poo muttered something about a commission 
1 of lunacy Nin-kom-poo-po pronounced the 
words, fiat-bottomed junks but his tectli 
chattered so much that his meami^ could 
not be understood The fatzman ofrered to 
cross the sea and put himself at the head of 
a body of light horse, to observe the motions 
of the enemy, and Gotto-mio prayed fer- 
vently within himself, that God Almighty 
would be pleased to annihilate that accursed 
farm, which had been productive of such 
mischief to Japan Nay, he even ventured 
to exclaim,*— “ Would to God the farm was 
sunk in the middle of the Tartarian ocean 
“ Heaven forbid cried the president Soo- 
ban-sin-o , “ for, m that case, Japan must be 
at the expense of weighing it up again ” 

In the midbt of this perplexity, they were 
suddenly surprised at the apparition of Tay- 
cho’s head nodding from a window that over- 
looked their deliberations At sight of this 
horrid spectscle the council broke up. The 
dairo fled to the inmost recesses of the pal- 
ace, and all his counsellors vanished, except 
^the unfortunate Fiks-kaha, whose fear had 

* rendered him incapable of any sdrt of motion 
but one, and that lie instantly had to a very 
eflicacious degree Taycho, bolting in at 
the window, advanced to the cubby without 
ceremony, and accosted him in these words 
*‘It depbrds upon 'tiiO cuboy, wliethei^ Tay- 
cho continues to oppose his measuiest or 
becomes his most obsequious 8ei;vaiit. Alj^se, 
illustrious quanbuku, and cast ipopr eyes 
upon the steps by which 1 ascenoedl^’ Ac- 

* cordmgly Fika-kaka looked, and saw'a^mUl« 
titude of people who had accompanied their 
orator into the court of the jfialace, add naide^ 
for him an occasional stair of various 
ments The first step was made by aU old 
fig-box, the second by a nightman’s 

third by a cask of hempseed, tte fotlmi 
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by a tar barrel, the fifth by an empty kilder- 
kin, the sixth by a keg, the seventh by a bag 
of sOot, the eighth by a fisherwoman*s 
tosket, the ninth by a rotten, packsaddle, 
and thS tenth by a block of hard wood from 
the island of Fatsissio^ It was suppoited on 
one side by a varnished lettered po^ and on 
the other by a crazy hogshead. The artifi«’ 
cers who erected this 'Simax, and now ex- 
ulted over It with a hideous xlamour, con- 
sisted of grocers, scaveimrs, halter*makers, 
carpenters, draymen, distillers, chimneyw 
sweepers, oyster-women, ass-dnrers, aiders 
men, and dwers m waste-paper. To make 
myself understood, I am obliged, Peacock, 
to mako use of those terms and denomina- 
tions which are known ui this metropolis. 

^ka-kaka, having considered this work 
with astonishment, and heard the populace 
declare upon oath, that they would exalt 
their oiyltor above all competition, was again 
addressed by the invincible Taycho. “ Ypur 
quanhokuship perceives hpw bootless it will 
be to strive against the torrent What need 
IB there of many words ^ Admit me to a 
share of the administration I will com- 
mence your hiimHe slave I will protect 
the farm at the expense of Japan, while 
there is an oban left in the island of Niphou ; 
and I will muzzle these bears so effectually, 
that they shall not shoj^lieir teeth, except 
m applauding our proc^P|ugB ” An author 
who sees the appantionof a bailiff standing 
before liim m his garret, and instead of be- 
ing shown a capias, is presented |With a 
bank-note ; an impatient lover stoppSl upon 
Bagshot-heath by a person tn a mask, who 
roves to be hm sweetheart, come to meet 
im in disguise, for the sake of tlic frolic , a 
condemned criminal, wlm, on the morning 
of execution-day, instead of being called 
upon by the finisher of the law, is visited by 
the sheriff with a free pardon,— could not be 
more agreeably surprised than was Fika- 
kaka at the demagogue's declaration He 
flew into his embrace, and wept aloud with 
joy, callinghim his dear Taycho. He squeez- 
ed hlB hand, kissed htm on both cheeks, and 
swore he should share the better half of all 
hts power then be laughed ^nd emvelled by 
turns, lolled out his tongue, waddled about 
tbo chamber, wriggled, and niggled, and nod- 
dled. Finally, he undertook '^to prepare the 
dairo for his reception ; and it was agreed 
that the oratpr should wait dU hm new col- 
league next morning » This matter being 
settled to their mutual oatisfiiction, Taycho 
retreated through the window into the court- 
yard, and was conveyed home m tnumph by 
that many-headed hydra, the moh, which 
shook its multitudiDOus toil, and brayed 
through every tliroat with hideous cxulta- 
tibn , 

^The cuboy, ifioanwhile, had another tnal 
toi undergo; atdNdwhtch he had not fwe- 

seem Taycho^woa no sooner departed, than 
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he hied him to the dairo’s cabmet^ in Drder 
to communicate the happy success of his 
negotiation But at certain penods, Got*ha- 
ma^baba’s resentment was more than a match 
for any other passion that belonged to his 
disposition, andnowitiyas its turn to reign. 
The dairo was made of verycombui^iblepie- 
terials, and these had been kindled the 
appearance of orator T aycho, who (he knew) 
had treated his person with indecent freep 
doms, and pubheW vihfied the worship of the 
white horse When Pika^kaka, therefore, 
told him he had made peace with the dema* 
goguG, the dairo, instead of giving him the 
ki^ of approbation, tamed nis own back 
upon the cuboy, and silenced him with a 
boh I Had Fika-kaka assailed him with the 
same syllogistical sophism which was used 
by the Stagyrite to Alexander in a passion, 
perhaps he mi^ht have listened to r^on — 

Tai» Sai aeTfic iV«f “ Anger should be 

raised, not by our equals, but by our supe- 
riors , but jrou have no equal.*’ Certain it 
IS, that Got-hama-baba had no equal , but 
Fika-kaka was no more like Aristotle, than 
his master resembled Alexander The dairo 
remained deaf to all his remonstrances, tears 
and entreaties, until he declared that there 
was no other way of savmg the farm, but* 
that of giving a blanche to Taycho 
This agreement flkned at once to dispel 
the clouds which had been compelled by nis 
indignation he consented to receive the 
oratorsin quality Of minister, and next day 
was appointed for his introduction 
In tne morning, Taycho the Great repaired 
to the palace of the cuboy , where he pri- 
vately performed the ceremony of osculation 
a poeteriortt sung a solemn palinpdia on the 
subject of political system, repeated and] 
signed the Buponian creed, embraced the re- 
ligion of Fakku-basi, and adored tlie white 
horse with marks of unfeigned piety and 
contntion Then he Was conducted to the 
antechamber of the emperor, who could not, 
without groat diihculty, so far master his 
personal dislike, as to appear before him 
with any degree of composure He was 
brouglit^ forth by Fika-kaka like a tame bear 
to the stake, if that epithet of tame can be 
given with any propriety to an animal which 
nobody but his keeper dares approach The 
orator, perceiving him advance, made a low 
obeisance, according to the enstom of Japan , 
that IB, hy bending the body averse -iVpm the 
dmto, and laying the right hand upon the 
ItA buttock, and pronounced, with an audi- 
vome,-^*^ Behold, inviuqible Got-hamo- 
a sincere penitent pome to make 
atolihiapnt R>r his virulent opposition to your 
gt99^i^3||gpeiit, for his atrocious insolence to 
person, 1 have mdammated 
your I have questioned ymtr 

integn^» | iiava vdified your character, 
culed yotdr onderstanditig, and despised yi^ur 


authority ” This recapitulation was so dis- 
agreeable to the dairo, that he suddenly flew 
off at a tangent, and retreated growhng to 
his den , from whence he could by no means 
be lugged again by the cuboy, until Taycho, 
exaltii^ his voice, uttered these words — 

“ But Twill exalt your authonty more than 
ever it was debased I will extol your wis- 
dom, and expatiate on your generosity I 
will glorify the white horse, and sacrifice all 
the treasures of Japan, if needful, for the 
protection of the farm of Yesso ” By these 
cabahstical sounds the wrath ofGot-hamo- 
baba was entirely iqipcased He now re- 
turned with an air of gaiety, strutting, side- 
ling, circling, iiuttenng and gobbling, like a 
turkey-cock m his pride, when he displays • 
his feathers to the sun Taycho hailed the 
omen , and, turning his face fiom the em- 
peror, received such a salutation on the os 
sacrum, that the parts continued vibrating 
and tingling for several days 

An indenture tripartite was now drawn 
up and executed Fika-kaka was continued 
treasurer, with his levees, his bonzas, and 
his places , and orator Taycho undertook, in < 
the character of chief scribe, to protect the 
farm of Yesso, as well as to bridle and man- 
age the blatant beast whose name was Le- 
gion That a person of his kidney should 
have the presumption to undertake such an 
affair, is not at all surprising , the wonder is, 
that his performance should even exceed liis 
promise The truth is, he promised more 
than he could have performed, had not cer- 
tain unforeseen incidents, in which he had 
no concern, contributed towards the infatua- 
hon of the people 

The first trial to which be brought his as- 
cendancy Qvei the mob, was his procuniig 
from them a free gift to enable the dairo to 
arm his own private tenants in Yesso, to- 
gether with some ragamuffin Tartars in the 
neighbourhood, for the defence of the farm 
They winked so hard upon this first overt 
act of his apostacy, that he was fully per- 
suaded they bad resigned up all theT senses 
to his direction , and resolved to show them 
to all Europe, as h surprising instance of his « 
art in monster-taming This furious beast 
not only suffered itself to be bridled and sad- 
dled, but frisked and fawned, and purred and 
yelped, and crouched before the orator, lick- 
ing his feet, and presenting its back to the 
burdens which he was pleased to impose 
Immediately after this first essay, Quaraba- 
cug^dona, the fktxman, was sent over to as- 
semble and command a body of hglit horse 
in Vesso, in order to keep an eye on the 
motions of the enemy , and, indeed, this vigi- * 
iant and sagacious commander conducted 
himself with such activity and discretion, 
that be soon brou^t the war in those parts 
tp a ppint of termination 

M^fiwhile, Brut-an*Uffi continued to ho- 
ver oaihe skirts of the farm, at the head of 
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his myrmidons, and demanded of the dauo a 
categorical answer to the hints he had given 
Got-hama-baba underwent several successive 
tits of impatience and distraction The cuboy, 
instigated by his own partizans, and in par- 
ticiilai by Mura^lami, who hoped to see 
Taycho take some desperate step that would 
ruin Ills popularity , 1 sav, the cuboy, thus 
stimulated, began to ply the Orator with such 
pressing entreaties as be could no longer re- 
sist , and now he exhibited such a specimen 
of hiB own power and the people’s insanity, 
as transcends the the flight of ordinary faith 
Without taking tlie trouble to scratch their 
long ears, tickle their noses, drench them 
with indiidragora or geneva, or make the 
least apology for his own turning tail to the 
principles which he had all his lim so strenu- 
ously inculcated, he crammed down their 
throats an obligation to pay a yearly tribute 
to Brut-an-tiffi, in consideration of his for-j 
bearing to seize the dairo’s ^arra , a tribute 
which ainoimted to seven times the value of 
the lands, for the defence of winch it was 
paul When I said crammed^ i ought to 
' Jmve used another phrase The beast, far 
from showing any signs ot loathing, closed 
Its eyes, opened its hideous jaws, and as it 
swallowed the inglorious bond, wagged its 
tail in token of entire satisfaction 

No fritter on Shrove Tuesday was ever 
more dexterously turned, tlmn were the hy- 
dra’s brains by this mountebank in jiatnot- 
ism, this juggler in politics, this cat in pan, 
or cake in pan, or o-av in principle 

Some people gave out that Ijp dealt with a 
conjurer, aud others scrupled not to insinuate 
that he had sold himself to tlie evil spirit 
But theie was no occasion for a conjurer to 
deceive those whom the demon of folly had 
previously confounded , and a^. to selling, he 
sold nothing but the interest of his country, 
and of tliat he made a very bad bargain lie 
that as It may, the Japanese now viewed 
Brul-an-Liffi either through a new perspec- 
tive, or else surveyed him w'lth organs en- 
tirely metamorphosed Yesterday tliej de- 
tested him as a profligate ruffian, lost to all 
•benso of honesty and shame, arWicted to all 
mannei of vice, a scoffer at religion, particu- 
larly that of Fakku-basi, the scourge of hu- 
man nature, and the inveterate enemy of 
Japan To-day they glorified him as an un- 
blemished hero, the protector of good faith, 
the minor of honesty, the pattern of every 
virtue, a saint in piety, a devout votary to 
the white horse, a fnend to mankind, the ftst 
ally and the firmest prop of the Japanese 
. cm pii c The farm of Yesso, which they bad 

bO long execrated as a putrid and painful ex- 
crescence upon the breech of their country, 
which would never be quiet until this cursed 
wart was either exterminated or taken away, 
they now fondled os a favourite mole, nay, 
and cherished as the apple of their eye One 
would ha\e imagined that all the mconsieten- 
87 


cies and absurdities which characterize the 
Japanese nation had taken their turns to 
reign, just as the interest of Taycho’s ambi- 
tion required When it was necessary for 
hun to establish new pnnciples, at that very 
instant their levity prompted them to re-* 
nounce tbeir former maxims Just as he had 
occasion to fascinate their senses, the demon 
of caprice instigated them to shut their eyes, 
and hold out their necks, that they might be 
led by the nose At the very nick of time 
when he adopted the cause of Brut-an-tiffi, 
n a diametrical opposition to all his former 
prbfessions, the spirit of whim and singu- 
larity disposed them to kick against the shins 
of common sense, deny t e light of day at 
noon, and rec cive in their bosoms as a dove, 
he man whom before they had shunned as a 
serpent Thus every thing concurred to es- 
abfish jfic orator Taycho a despotism of po- 
mlanty , and that not planned by reason, or 
raised by art, but founded on fatality, anu 
finislmd by accident Q?«os Jupiter vtiU 
perdere prius deTnentat 

Brut-an tiflli being so amply gratified by 
he Tapanese for his promise of forbearance 
with respect to the farm of Yebso, and de- 
termined at all events to make some new 
acquisition, turned his eyes upon the domains 
of Pol-hassan-akousti, another of his neigh- 
bours, who had formed y. most beautiful co- 
lony in this part of Tartaiy , and rushed upon 
It at a minute’s warning His resolution in 
this re«ipect was so suddenly taken, and 
quickly executed, that he had not yet formed 
any exv^UbC for this outrage, in order to save 
appeal ancos Without giving himself tlie 
trouble to invent a pretence, he drove old 
Pol-hassan-akousti out of his residence, com- 
pelled the domestics of that prince to enter 
among his own banditti, plundered his house, 
seized the archives of his family, threatened 
to shoot the ancient gentlewoman his wife, 
exacted heavy contribution from the tenants, 
then dispersed a manifesto, in which he de- 
clared himself the best friend of the said 
Akousti and his spouse, assuring him he 
would take caic of his estate as a precious 
deposit, to be restored to him xu due season 
In the mean time, he thought proper to se- 
questci the rents, that they might not enable 
Pol-hassan to take any measures that should 
conduce to his own prejndifcc As for the 
articles of meat, drink, clotiung, and lodg- 
ing, for him and his wife and a large family 
of small children, he had nothing to do but 
depend upon Providence, until the present 
troubles should be appeased His behaviour 
on this occasion, Peacock, puts me in mind 
of the Spaniard whom Philip II emplojed 
to assassinate his oWn yon Don Carlos This 
compassionate Castilian, Wlien the prince be- 
gan tc deplore his fete, twirled his musta- 
chio, pronouncing, with great gravity, these 
words of coihfort , — ^^CaUOt ctiUa, senor, tado 
qm s€ hdsie ts p&r su bten/* **Ibeg your 
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htghnesa won’t make any noise — ^this is &i 
for your own good ” or the politeness of 
Gibbet, m the play called the Beaux Strata- 
gem, who says to Mrs Sullen, — “ Your jewels- 
madam, if you please — don’t be under any 
uneasiness, madam— -if you make any noise, 
1 shall blow your brains out— 1 have a par 
ticular regard for the ladies, madam ” 

But the possession of JPol-hassan’s de 
mesnes was not the pltimate aim of Brut 
an^tiffi He had an eye to a fair and fertil 
province belonging to a Tartar princess of 
the house of Ostrog He saw himself at th< 
head of a numerous banditti trained to war 
deshed m carnage, and eager for rapine , hn 
coffers were filled with the spoils he had ga- 
thered m his former freebooting expeditions 
and the incredible sums paid him as an an 
nual tribute from Japan, added to his othe 
advantages, rendered him one of t^e mosj 
formidable chiefs m all Tartary Thus elatei 
with the consciousness of his own btrength 
he resolved to make a sudden irruption int 
the dominions of Ostrog, at a season of th 
year when that house could not avail itself 
of the alliances they had formed with the 
other powers , and he did not doubt but that 
in a few weeks, he should be able to subdue the 
whole country belonging to the Amazonian 
princess But 1 can tdl thee, Peacock, his 
views extended farther than the conquest of 
the Ostrog dominions He even aspired al 
the empire of Tartary, and bad formed the 
design of deposing the great cham^ who waj 
intimately connected with the princess ot 
Ostrog Inspired by these projects, he, a 
the beginning of winter, suddenly poured 
like a deluge into one of the provinces thai 
owned this Amazonian’s sway , but he had 
hardly gamed the passes of tne mountains 
when he found himself opposed by a nume 
rous body of forces, assembled under the 
command of a celebrated general, who gav 
him battle without hesitation, and handle 
him so roughly, that he was fkin to retreat 
into the demesnes of Pol-hassan, where b 
spent the greatest part of the winter m ex 
acting contributions, and extending the reign 
of desolation 

All the petty princes and states who hoi 
of the great cham began to tremble for thei 
dominums, and the cham himself was m 
much alamed at the lawless proceeding o 
Brut-an-tiffi, that he convoked a generu as- 
sembly of all the potentates who possesser 
fiefs m the empire, in order to defiberat 
upon measures for restraining the ambitio 
of this ferocious freebooter Among others 
th^ dairo of Japan, as lord of the form of 
Yesso, sent a deputy to this convention, who 
Hn bis master’s name, solemnly disclaimet 
and xj^ibseed his detestation of Erut-an 
tiffi’s mocesdings, which indeed were wni 
versalfy omufemned The truth w, he 
this pelrtsd dfeaded the resentment of all th< 
other rather more than he fearec 


the menaces of Brut-an-tiffi , and, in parti- 
cular, apprehended a sentence of outlawry 
from the cham, by which at once he would 
have forfeited all legal title to his beloved 
farm Brun-an-tiffi, on the other hand, be- 
gan to raise a piteous clamour, as if he meant 
to excite compassion He declared hirnbclf 
a poor injured pnnee, who bad been a dupe 
to the honesty and humanity of his own 
heart He afihrmed that the Amazon of Os- 
trog had entered into a conspiracy against 
him, with the Mantefaoux Tartars, and Prince 
Akousti He published particulars of tins 
dreadful conjuration, which appeared to be 
no other than a defensive alliance, formed in 
the apprehension that be would fall upon 
some of them, without any regard to treaty, 
as he had done on a former occasion, when 
he seized one of the Amazon’s best provinces 
He publicly taxed the dairo of Tapan with 
having prompted him to commence hostili- 
ties, and hinted that the said dairo was to 
have shared his conquests He openly en- 
treated his co-estates to interpose their inflii- 
ence towards the re-establishment of peai e 
m the empire , and gave them privately to 
understand, that he would ravage their tcr- 
ntones without mercy, should they concur 
with the cham in any sentence to his pre- 
judice 

Ab he had miscarried in his first attempt, 
and perceived a terrible cloud gathering 
around him, in all probability he would have 
been glad to compound matters at this junc- 
ture, on condition of being left in statu quo, 
but this was % condition not to be obtained 
The princess of Ostrog had by thib lime 
formed such a confederacy ns threatened lurii 
with utter destruction She had contracted 
an offensive and defensive alliance with the 
Chinese, tlie Mantchoux and the Serednee 
Tartars , and each of these powers engaged 
to furnish a separate army to humble the 
insolence of Brut-an-tilTi The maiority ol 
the Tartar fiefs agreed to raise a body of 
forces to act against him as a disturber of 
the public peace , the great cham threatened 
him With a decree of outlawry and rebellion , 
and the Amazon herself opposed him at the 
head of a very numerous and warlike tribe, 
which had always been considered as the 
most formidable in that part of Tartary 
Thus TOwerfully sustained, she resolved to 
enjoy her revenge, and at any rate retrio\e 
the province which had been ravished from 
h|r b} Brut-an-tiffi, at a time when she was 
embarrassed with other difficulties Brut- 
an-tiffi did not think himself so reduced as 
to purchase peace with such a sacrifice^ 
The Mantchoux were at a great distance, 
naturally slow in their motions, and had a 
very long inarch through a desert country, 
which they would not attempt without having 
first provided prodigious magazines The 
Serednee were a divided people, among 
whom he had made shift to foment intestine 
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divisions, that would impede the national 
operations of the war The Japanese fatz* 
man formed a strong barrier between him 
and the Chinese , the army furnished by the 
defs he despised^ as raw and undisciplined 
militia , besides, their declaring against him 
afforded a specious pretence for laying their 
respective dominions under contribution But 
he chiefly depended upon the coffers of Japan, 
which he firmly believed would hold out until 
all his enemies should be utterly exhausted 
As this freebooter was a principal charac- 
ter in the drama which I intend to rehearse, 
I shall sketch his portrait according to the 
information I received from a fellow-atom 
who once resided at Ins court, constituting 
part in one of the organs belonging to his 
first rhamberlain IIjs stature was under 
the middle sire ins aspect mean and forbid- 
ding, with a certain expression which did 
not at all prepossess the spectator m favour 
of hiB morals Had an accurate observer 
behold him without any exterior distinctions 
in the streets of this metropolis, he would 
have naturally clapped his hands to Ins pock- 
ets Thou hast seen the character of Gibbet 
rc presented on the stage by a late comedian 
of expressive feature Nature sometimes 
makes a strange contrast between the interior 
workmanship and the exterior form, but here 
the one reflected a true image of the othqr 
His heart never felt an impression of tender- 
ness , his notions of right and wrong did not 
refer to any idea of benevolence, but were 
founded entirely on the convenience of hu- 
man commerce , and ther^ was nothing so- 
cial 111 the turn of his dispobit ion By nature 
he was stern, insolent and rapacioub , unin- 
fluenced by any moti\e of humanity, unawed 
by any pn cept of religion With respect to 
religion, he took all opportunities of exposing 
It to ridicule and contempt Uiherty of con- 
science he allowed to such extent, as ex- 
ceeded the bounds of decorum, and disgraced 
all legislation He pardoned a criminal con- 
victed of bebtiality, and publicly declared, 
that all modes of religion, and every species 
of amour, might be freely practised and pro- 
^secuted through all his dominioi^p His ca- 
pacity was of the middling mould, and he 
had taken some pains to cultivate his under- 
standing He had studied the Chinese lan- 
guage, which he spoke with fluency, and 
iqued himself upon his learning, which was 
ut superficial His temper was so capri- 
cious and inconstant, that it was impossible 
even for those who knew him best to foreilbe 
any one particular of his personal demeanour 
The same individual he would caress and 
Insult by turns, without the least apparent 
change of circumstance He has been known 
to dismiss one of his favourites with parti- 
cular marks of regard, and the most flatter- 
ing professions of affection and, before he 
had time to pull off his buskins at his own 
house, he has been hurried on horseback by 
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a detachment of cavalry, and conveyed to 
the frontiers Thus harassed, without re- 
freshment or repose, he was brought back by 
another party, and rcconveyed to the pre- 
sence of Brut-an-tifH, who embraced, him at 
meeting, and gently chid him for having 
been so long absent The fixed principles 
of this Tartar were these , insatiable rapa- 
city, restless ambition, and an insuperable 
contempt for the Japanese nation His max- 
ims of government were entirely despotic 
He considered his subjects as slaves, to be 
occasionally sacrificed to the accomplish- 
ment of his capital designs , but, in the mean 
I time, he indulged them with the protectioq 
of equitable laws, and encouraged them to 
industry for his own emolument 
His virtues consisted of temperance, vigi- 
lance, activity and perseverance His folly 
chiefly appeared in childish vanity and self- 
-conceit He amused himself with riding, re- 
viewing his troops, reading Chinese authors, 
playing on a musical lubtrument in use among 
the Tartars, trifling with buffoons, convers- 
ing with supposed wits, and reasoning with 
pretended philosophers , but he had no com- 
munication with the female sex , nor, indeed, 
was there any ease, comfort, or enjoyment, 
to be derived from a participation in his pas- 
time His wits, philosophers and buffoons 
were composed of Chinese refugees, w^ho 
soon discovered his weak side, and flaitercd 
his vanity to an incredible pitt h of infatua- 
tion Tlicy persuaded him that he was an 
universal genius, an invincible hero, a sage 
legislator, a sublime philosopher, a consum- 
mate politician, a divine poet, and an elegant 
historian They wrote systems, compiled 
memoirs, and composed poems, which were 
published in his name , nay, they contnved 
witticisms, which he uttcied as own 
They had, by means of commercial commu- 
nication with the banks of the Ganges, pro- 
cured the history of a western hero, called 
Raskalander, which, indeed, was no other 
than the memoirs of Alexander, written by 
Quintus CurtiuB, translated from the Indian 
language, with an intermixture of onental 
fables This they recomniertded, with many 
hyperbolical encomiums, to the perusal of 
Bnit-an-tiffi, who bccarnp enamoured of the 
performance, and was bred with the ambition 
of rivalling, if not excelhng, Raskalander, 
not only as a warrior, hut likewise as a 
patron of taste, and a protector of the liberal 
arts As Alexander deposited Homer*s Iliad 
m a precious casket, $o Brut-an-tifli procured 
a golden box for preserving this sophistica- 
tion of Quinths Curtius It was his constant 
companion , he affected to read it in public, 
and to lay it under his pdfow at night 
Thus pampered with adulation* and intox- 
icated with dreams of conquest, he made no 
doubt of being able jto establish a new era- 
pi re in Tartary, which should entirely eclipse 
the kingdom of ^um-ming-qua, and raise a 
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reputation that should infinitely transcend ; 
the fame of Van, or any emperor that ever 
sat upon the throne of Thibet "He now took 
the &ld against the Amazon of the house of 
Ostrog, penetrated into her domimotiSf de- 
feated one oi her generals m a pitched buttle^ 
and undertook the siege of one of her princi- 
pal cities, in full confidence of seeing her 
kneeling at his gate before the end of the 
campaign In the moan time, her scattered 
troops were rallied, and reinforced by finother 
old expenenced commander, who, being wdl 
acquainted with the genius of his adversary, 
pitched upon an advantageous situation, 
whore be waited for another attack Brut- 
an-tifli, flushed with Ins former victory, and 
firmly persuaded that no mortal power could 
withstand his prowess, gave him battle at a 
very great disadvantage The consequence 
was ratural , he lost great part of hjs army, 
was obliged to abandon the siege, ana retreat 
with ( /isgrace A separate body , commanded 
by 01 0 of hiB ablest captains, met with the 
same fate in a neighbouring country , and a 
third Ictachment, at the farthest extremity 
of hu dominions, having attacked an army 
of thi Mantchoux, was repulsed with great 
loss 

These were not all the mortifications to 
which he was exposed about this period 
The fatzman of Japan, who had formed an 
army for the defence of the farm of Yesso 
agamst the Chinese, met with a terrible 
disaster Notwithstanding his being out. 
numbered by the enemy, he exhibited many 
proofs of uncommon activity and valour At 
length they oarne to blows with him, and 
handled him so roughly, that he was fain to 
retreat from post to pillar, and leave the 
farm at their mercy Had he pursued his 
route ^ the right, he might have found 
shelter in the dominions of Brut-an-tiffi , and 
this was his intention but, instead of march- 
ing m a straight line, he revolved to the 
right, like a planet round the sun, impelled 
as it were by a compound impulse, until be 
had described a regular semicircle , and then 
he found himself with all his follower^ en- 
gaged in a sheop-pen, from wlience there 
was no egress , for the enemy, who followed 
hiB steps, immediately blocked up the en- 
trance The unfortunate fatzman, being thus 
pounded, must have fallen a sacrifice to his 
centripetal force, had not he been delivered 
by the interposition of a neighbouring chiefi 
who prevailed upon the Chinese general to 
let Quamba-ciin-dona escape, provided his 
followers would lay down their arms, and 
return peaceably to their own habitations 
This wiis a bitter pdl, which the fhtzman 
was ob%ed to swallow, and is said to have 
coat him five slono of suet. He returned to 
Japan m obscurity, the Chinese general 
took possession of the farm m the name of 
his emperor^ ^and all the damage winch the 
tenants sustamed* was nothing more than a 


change of masters, which they had no great 
cause to regret 

To the thinking part of the Japanoho, 
nothing could be more agreeable than this 
event, by which they were at once delivered 
from a pernicious excrescence, wluch, like 
an ulcerated tumour, exhausted the juices 
of the body by which it was fed Brut-an- 
tiffi considered the transaction in a different 
point of view He forcbaw that the Chinese 
forces would now be at liberty to join his 
enemies, the tribe of Ostrog, with whom the 
Chinese emperor was intimately connected , 
and that it would be next to impossible to 
withstand the joint efforts of the confederacy, 
which he had brought upon hib own head 
He therefore raised a hideous clamour Ho 
accused the fatzman of misconduct, and in- 
sisted, not without a mixture of menaces, 
upon fhe dairo’s reasBenibhng his forceb in 
the county of Yesso 

The dairo himself was inconsolable He 
neglected his food, and refused to confer 
with his ministers He dismissed the fatz- 
man from his service He locked hinibolf 
in Ins cabinet, and spent the hours in lament- 
ation — “ 0 my dear farm of Yesso cried 
he, “ shall I never more enjoy thy charms ’ — 
shall I never more regale my eye with thy 
beauteous prospectb, thy hills of heath, thy 
meads of broom, and thy wastes of sand ' 
bliall I never more eat thy black bread, drink 
thy brown beer, and feast upon thy delicate 

orkers ’ Shall I never more receive the 

omage of the sallow Yessites with then 
meagre faces, ragged skirts, apd wooden 
shoes * Shall I never niore improve their 
huts and regulate their pigsties ' O cruel 
fate ’ in vain did 1 face thy mud-walJed man- 
sion with a new freestone front' In vain 
did I cultivate thy turnip-garden ' In vam 
did 1 inclose a piece of ground at a great 
expense, and raise a crop of barley, the first 
that ever was seen in Yesso ' In vain did I 
pend over a breed of mules and black cattle 
for the purpose of husbandry * In vam did 
I supply you with all the unpicmciits of 
agriculture' In vain did l*8ow grass and 
groin for foqd, and plant trees and furze and 
fern for sheltei to the game, which could 
not otherwise subsist upon your naked 
downs * In vam did 1 furnish your house- 
less sides, and fill your hungry bellies with 
the good things of Japan ' In vain did I ex- 
pend the treasures of my empire for thy me- 
lioration and defence ' In vain did 1 incur 
thdt execrations of my people, if I must now 
lose thee for ever , if thou must now fall into 
the hands of an insolent alien, who has no 
affection for thy soil, and no regard for thy 
interest* O Quamba-cun-dono ' Quamba- 
cun-dono* bow hast thou disappointed my 
hope * I thought thou wabt too ponderous 
to fimeh , that thou wouldst liave stood thy 
ground, fixed as the temple of Fakku-basi, 
and larded the lean earth with thy carcase, 
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rather than leave my farm uncovered « but, 
alas * thou hast fled before the enemy like a 
partridge on th6 mountains, and sulfered 
thyself at last to be taken in a enare like a 
foolish dotterel *” 

The cuboy, who overheard this exclama- 
tion, attempted to comfort him through the 
key-bole He soothed, and whined, and 
wheedled, and laughed, and wept, all in a 
breath He exhorted the illustrious Got- 
hama-baba to bear this misfortune with his 
wonted greatness of mind He offered to 
present his imperial majesty with lands in 
Japan that should be equal in value to the 
farm he had lost , or, if that should not be 
agreeable, to make good at the peace all tlib 
damage that should be done to it by the 
enemy Finally, he cursed the farm, as the 
cause of his master’s chagrin, and fairly 
wished It at the devil Here he was sud- 
denly interrupted with a — “ Bub-ub-ub-boh * 
my lord cuboy, your grace talks like an 
apothecary Go home to your own palace, 
.ind direct your cooks , and may your bonzas 
kifls your a — to your heart’s content 1 

* swear by the horns of the moon and the 
hoofs of the white horse, that my foot shall 
not touch your postenors these three days ” 
Fikd-kaka, having received this severe check, 
craved pardon m a whimpering tone for the 
liberty he had taken, and retired to consult 
with Mura-clami, who advised him to sum- 
mon orator Taycho to his assistance 

This mob driver being made acquainted 
vvilh the passion of the dairo, and the cause 
of his distress, leadily undertook to make 
su( h a speech through the kcy-hole, as should 
eflectually dispel the emperor’s despondence, 
and to this ente»-prisc he was encouraged by 
the liyperboliral praises of Mura-clami, who 
e\hau<-ted all the tropes of his own rhetoric 
in extolling the eloquence of Taycho This 
triumvirate immediately adjourned to the 
door of the apartment in which Got-hama- 
bab was sequestered, where the orator, kneel- 
ing upon a cushion, with Ins mouth applied 
to the kev-hole, opened the sluices of Ins 
elocution to this effect * Most gracious 

• “ Bo, bo, boh »” “ Most illubtnwis “ Bo, 

boh »” “ Most invincible Got-hama-baba 

“ Boh “ When the sun, that glorious 
luminaiT, is obscured by envious clouds, all 
nature "saddens, and seems to sympathise 
with his anparent distress Your imperial 
majesty is the sun of our heimsphero, whose 
splendour illuminates our throne, and Whose 
genial warmth enlivens oiirhcaits , and eftall 
we, your subjects, j our slave**, the creatures 

, of your nod — shall we, unmoved, behold vour 
ever glorious effulgence overcast'^ No ' wbile 
the vital stream bedews our veins, while our 
souls retain the faculty of reason, and our 
tongues the power of speech, we shall not 
cease to embalm your sorre^w with our tears , 
we shall not cease to pour the overflowings 
of our affection — our filial tenderness, which 
6F* 87 * 


will alw^ays be reciprocal witli your parental 
care these are the inexhaustible sources of 
the nation’s happiness They may be com- 
pared to the rivers Jodo and Jodo-gava, w^hich 
derive their common origin from^the vast 
lake of Ami The one winds its siletit course, 
Calm, clear, and majestic, refleUing the 

f ’oves and palaces that adorn Us banks, and 
rtilizirtg the delightful country through 
which It runs the other gushes impetuous 
through a rugged channel and less fertile 
soil , yet serves to beautify a number of wild 
romantic scenes; to fill an hundred aque- 
ducts, and to turn a thousand nulls at length 
they join their streams below the imperial 
city of Mcaco, and form a mighty flood de- 
volving to the bay of Osaca, bearing on its 
spacious bosom the riches of Japan ” Here 
the orator paused for breath tho cuboy 
clapped him on the back, whispering, — 
** Super-excellent » O charming simile » An- 
other buch will sink the dairo’s grief to the 
bottom of the sea and his heart will float 
like a blown bladder upon the waves of Ku- 
gova” Mura-clami was not sdent in his 
praise, while he squeezed an orange between 
the lips of Taycho, and Got-nama-baba 
seemed all attention at length the orator 
resumed hie subject Think not, august 
emperor, that the cause of your disquiet is 
unknown, or unlaniented by your weeping 
servants Wo have not only perceived your 
eclipse, but discovered the invidious body by 
wlio'^e interposition that eclipse h effected 
The rapacious arms of the hostile Chinese 
have seized the farm of Yesso “ Oh, oh, 
oh “ That farm so cherished by your im- 
perial favour, that farm which, lu the north 
of Tartar} , shone like a jewel in the iEthiop’s 
ear , — > es^ that lewel hath been snatched by 
the savage hand of a Chinese fieebi^ter — 
but dry your tears, my punce, that jewel 
shall detect bis thefl, and light us to revenge 
It shall become a rock to crush him in his 
retreat, — a net of iron to entangle his 
steps , — a fallen trunk over which his feet 
shall stumble It shall hang like a weight 
about his nock, and binlc Imn to the lowest 

gulph of perdition Be comforted, then, 

m} liege * youi farm is rooted to the centre , 
It can neither he concealed nor removed 
Nay, should be hide it ht the bottom of the 
ocean, or place it among the constellations 
in the heavens, your faithful Taycho would 
fish It up entire, or tear it headlong from the 
stany firmament We will retrieve the farm 
of Yesso ” “But, how, how, how, dfar 
orator Taycho “ The empire of Japan 
shall be mottgaged for the sake of that pre- 
cious — that sacred spot, whi( h produced the 
patnarch apostle Bu|»o, and resounded under 
the hoofs of the holy steed Your people of 
Japan shall chant the Ibtany of Fakku-basi 
They shall mstitmt^ enasades for the recovery 
of the form ; they shall pour their treasury at 
your imperial feet they shall clamour for 
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imposition , they shall load themselves with 
tenlbld burdens, desolate their country^ and 
beggar llieir posterity m behalf of Yesso 
With tliese funds 1 could undertake even to 
overturn the councils of Pekin While the 
Tartar pnixces deal in the price of blood, 
there will be no want of hands to cut away 
those noxious w eeds w hich have taken root 
in the farm of Yesso those vennin that ha\ e 
preyed upon her delightful blosspniB ^ Amidst 
such a variety of remedies, tliere can be no 
difficulty in choosing like a tVeary traveller, 
1 will break a bough firem the first pine that 
presents, and brush away those troublesome 
1 nsects that gnaw the fruits of Yesso Should 
not the mercenary bands of Tortary suffice 
to repel those insolent invaders, I will engage 
to chain this island to the continent, to 
build a bndge from shore to shore, that shall 
afibrd a passage more free and ample than 
the rood to Jicll Through this avenue I will 
ndc the mighty beast whose name is Legion* 
I have stumed the art of war, my liege — T 
had once the honour to serve my country as 
lance-presado m the militia of Niphon I 
will unpeople these realms, and overspread 
the land of Yesso with the forces of Japan ” 
Got-hama-baba could no longer resist the 
energy of such expressions He flew to the 
door of his cabinet, and embraced the orator 
in a transport of joy , while Fika-kaka fell 
upon his neck and wept aloud , and Mura* 
cJami kissed the hem of his garment 
You must know, Peacock, I had by this 
time changed my situation 1 w as discharged 
m tlie perspiratory vapour from the pennseum 
of the cuboy, and sucked into the lungs of 
Mnra-clami, through which 1 pervaded into 
the course of the circulation, and visited 
every part of lus coraposiUon I found the 
brain 8qi»full and compact, that there was not 
room for another particle of matter But 
instead of a heart, he had a membraneous 
sac, or hollow viscus, cold and callous, the 
habitation of sneaking caution, servile fiat- 
tery, gnping avarice, creeping malice, and 
treacherous deceit Amon^ these tenants it 
ivas my fate to dwell , and there I discovered 
the mptives by which the lawyer’s conduct 
was ^mfiuenced He now secretly rejoiced 
at the presumption of Tnycho, which he 
hoped had already prompted him to undertake 
more than he could perform , m which case 
he would Infallibly incur disgrace either with 
til© dairo or llie people It is not impossiUe 
but this hope might have been realized, had 
not fortune unexpectedly interposed, and 
operated as an auxiliary to the orator^s pro- 
sumption Success began to dawn upon the 
anna of Japan m the island of Fatsissio , and 
towbi^s the end of the campaign, Brut-an- 
Uffi ohtamed two petty advantages in iVrtary 
agaiitet ell® body of Chinese, and another of 
tfie Oskrejif; All these w ere magnified into 
astonishn^ mctpries, and asenbed to the 
wisdom and courage of Taycho, because 


during his ministry they were obtained, 
thou^ he neither knew why, nor wherefore , 
and was in this respect as mnocent as Jus 
master tirot-hama-baba, and his colleague 
Fika‘*kaka He had penetration enough to 
perceive, how ever, that these events had in- 
toxicated the rabble, and began to pervert 
their ideas Success of any kind is apt to 
perturb the weak brain of a Japanese , but 
the acquisition of any military trophy pro- 
duces an actual delirium The bt reels of 
Meaco were filled with multitudes who shout- 
ed, whooped, and hallooed They made pro- 
cessions with flags and banners , they illumi- 
nated their houses , they extolled lau-on-i, a 
provincial captain of Fatsissio, who had, by 
accident, repulsed a body of the enemy, and 
reduced an old barn which they had fortified 
They magnified Brut-an-tifli they deified 
orator Taycho, the) drank, they damned 
the) squabbled, and acted a thousand extra- 
vagances, which I shall not pretend to enu- 
merate or particularize Taycho, who knew 
their trim, seized tliib opportunity to strike 
while the iron was hot He forthwith mount- 
ed an old tub, which was his public rostrum, 
and, waving his hand m an oratorial attitude, 
was immediately surrounded with the tlirong- 
ing populace I have already given ycJii a 
specimen of his manner, and therefore shall 
not repeat the tropes and figurob of hib har- 
angue , but only sketch out the plan of hi^ 
dddresb, and specify the chain of his argo 
ment alone He assailed them m the wav 
of paradox, which never fails to pioduce a 
wonderful effect upon a Iieated imagination 
and a bhallovv imdcrstanding Having, ri 
his exordium, artfully fascinated their facul- 
ties like a juggler in Bartholomew fair, bv 
means of an absemblage of words without 
meaning or import, he proceeded to demon 
strate, that a wise and good man ought to 
discard his maxims, the moment he find^ 
they are certainly ebtablished on the founda- 
tion of eternal truth that the people of Japan 
ought to preserve the farm of Yesso as tin 
apple of their eye, because nature had dis- 
joined it from their empire, and the niainte- 
iiance of it would involve tliem in all the 
quarrels of Tartary , that it was to bo pre- 
served at all hazards, because it was not 
worth preserving, that all the power and 
opulence of Japan ought to be exerted and 
employed in its defence, because, by the na- 
ture of its situation, it could not possibly be 
defended, that Brut-an-tiffi was the great 
prdiHector of the religion of the bonzas, be- 
cause he had never bhown the least regard 
to any religion at all , that he was tlic fast 
friend of Japan, because he had more than 
once acted as a rancorous enemy to this 
empire, and never let slip the least oppor- 
tunity of expressing his contempt for the 
subjwts of Niphon , that he was an invincible 
hero, because he had been thrice beaten, and 
once compelled to raise ^ siege, in tlie comae 
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of two campaigns , that he was a prince of 
consummate honour, because be had, m the 
time of profound peace, usurped the domin- 
ions, and ravaged the countries of his neighs 
hours, in defiance of common honesty, m 
violation of the most solemn treaties, that 
he was the most honourable and important 
ally that the empire of Japan could choose, 
because his alliance was to be purchased 
with an enormous annual tribute, for which 
he was bound to perform no earthly office of 
friendship or assistam c , because connection 
with him efiectually depnved Japan of the 
friendship of all the other princes and states 
of Tartary , and the utmost exertion of his 
power could never conduce, in the smallest 
degree, to the interest or advantage of the 
Japanese empire 

Such were the propositions orator Taycho 
undeitook to demonstrate, and the success 
justified his iindcrttiking After a weak mind 
lias been duly prepared, and turned, as 

Here, by opening a sliucd or torrent of 
high-pounding words, the greater the contra- 
diction proposed, the stronger impression it 
makes, bc( ause it increases the puzzle, and 
lays fast hold on the admiration, depositing 
the small proportion of reason with which it 
was before impregnated, liKe vitriol acid m 
the copper mines of Wicklow, into which, 
if you immerse iron, it immediatclv quits 
the copper w Inch it had before dissolved, and 
unites with the othei metal, to which it has 
a stronger attachment ( )rator Taycho was 
not so well skilled in logic as to' amuse his 
audience w itli definitions of concrete and ab- 
stract terms , or evpatiate upon the genus 
and the difference, of statcpiopositions by 
the subject, the predicate, and the copula , or 
form &\llutri ms by mood and figure , but ho 
was pe’-fot tly well acquainted with all the 
equivocal or synonjmons woids in bis own 
language, and could iing the clianges on 
them with great dexterity He knew per- 
fectly well how to express the same ideas bv 
wonls that liteially implied oppositiou for 
example, a valuable conquest or an invalua- 
ble conquest, a shameful rascal or a shame- 
Ic'^s Viliam, a hard head or a«ofl head, a 
Urge conscience or no conscience , immelise- 
1) great or immensely little , damned high 
or damned low , damned bitter, damned 
sweet , damned severe, damned insipid, 
and damned fulsome He knew how to in- 
vert the sense of words by changing the 
manner of pronunciation e ^ “You are 
a very pretty fellow to signify, 
are a very dirty scoundrel “ You have 
always spoken respectfully of the higher 
powers » * to express, “ Yoa have often in- 
sulted your better®, and even your ^ve- 
reign “ You have never turned tail to 
the principles you professed to declare, 

“ You have acted the part of an infamous 
apostate ” He was well aware that words 
alter thoir s' unification according to the eir- 
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cumstances of times, customs, and the difier- 
ence of opinion Thus the name of Jack, 
who used to turn the spit and pull off bis 
master’s boots, was transferred to an iron 
machine and a wooden instrument now sub- 
stituted for these purposes thus a stand for 
the tea-kettle acquired the name of footman , 
and the words canon and ordinance, signify- 
mg originally a rule or law, were extended 
to a piece of artillery, which is counted the 
fdttma lexn or ultima ratio regum In the 
same manner, the words infidel, heresy, 
good man, and political orthodoxy, imply 
very different significations among different 
classes of people A mussulman is an infi- 
del at Rome, and a Christian is distinguished 
as an unbeliever at Constantinople A pa- 
pist by Protestantism understands heresy, 
to a Turk the same idea is conveyed by the 
sect of All The term good man at Edin- 
burgh implies fanaticism, upon the Ex- 
change of London, it signifies cash, and in 
the general acceptation bciievolenco Poli- 
tical orthodoxy has different, nay opposite 
definitions, at different places m the same 

kingilom , at O and C , at the 

Cocoa-tree in Pall-mall, and at Garra way’s 
in Exchange alley Our orator was well ac- 
quainted with all the legerdemain of his own 
language, as well as with the nature of the 
beast he had to rule Ht' knew when to dis- 
tract its weak brain with a tumult of incon- 
gruous ideas , he knew when to overwlKslm 
its feeble faculty of thmking, by pounng in 
n torrent of wmras without any ideas annexed 
These throng in like city milliners to a Mile- 
end assembly, while it happens to be under 
the direction of a conductor without strength 
and authority Those that have ideas an- 
nexed may bo compared to the females pro- 
vidcd \ ith paitners, which, though they may 
I ciowd the place, do not absolutely destroy 
all regulation and d&Onim , but those that 
are uncoupled press in promiscuously witJi 
such impetuosity, and in such numbers, that 
the puny raa<?ter of the ceremonies is unablo 
to withstand the irruption, 6.r less to distin- 
guish their quality, or accommodate them 
with partneis thus they fall into the dance 
without order, and iramOdmtely anarchy en- 
sues Taycho having kept thp monster’ - 
brain on a simmer, until, like the cow-heel 
in Don Quixote, it seemed to cry common- 
me, commenme,— -come eat me, come eat me , 
then told them m plain terms, that it was 
expedient thev should part with their wives 
and their children, their souls and their 
bodies, tbeir substance and tbeir senses, thou 
blood and thoir suet, m order to defend the 
mdefoDsible farm of ’V<* 880 * and to support 
Brut-an*tiffi^ their msopportable ally The 
hydra, rolling itself in the dust, turned up its 
hqge unwieldy pamich, and wagged its forky 
tall , then licked the feet of Taycho, and * 
throifgh all its hoavae discordant throats be^'^ 
gan to bmy applause. The dairo rejoiced 
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in his 8UCCCA8, the OrBt fruits nf which ct>n. 
Bisted in thrir agreeing to maintain an army 
of twenty thousand Tartar mercenaries, who 
were reinforced by the dower of the national 
troops of Japan, sent oyer to defend the 
farm of Yesso , and in their consenting to 
prolong the annual tribute grtmted to BmU 
an-tiffi, who, m return for this condescension, 
accooimodated the dairo with one of his 
freebooting captains to command tl^i Yessite 
army This new general had seen some 
service, and was couAtod a good o%er , hut 
It was not BO much on account of his mili- 
tary c^mcter that he obtained this com- 
mand, as for hiB dexterity in prolong!^ the 
war, his slnll m exercising all the diiforent 
arts of peculation, and his attachment to 
BmUan-tiffi, with whom he had agreed to co- 
operate in milkingthe Japanese cow This 
plan they executed with such effect, as could 
not possibly result from address alone, un- 
assisted by the infatuation of those whom 
they pilla^d Every article of contingent 
expense for draught-horses, wagons, postage, 
forage, provision, and secret service, was 
swelled to such a degree as did violence to 
common sense as well as to common honesty* 
The general had a follow foeling with all the 
contractors in tlie army^ who were connected 
with him in kuch a manner as seemed to 
preclude all possibility of detection In vam 
some of the Japanese officers endeavoured 
to pry into this mysterious commerce , in 
vain inspectors were appointed by the gov- 
ernment of Japan The first were removed 
oil difPeront pretences, the last were en- 
countered by such disgraces and discourage- 
ments, as m a little time compelled them to 
resign the office they had undertaken In a 
word, there was not a private mercenary 
Tartar soldier m this army who did not cost 
the empire of Japan as much os any subal- 
tern officer of Its own , and the annual charge 
of this continental war, undertaken for the 
protection of the farm of Yesso, exceeded 
the whole expense of any former war which 
Japan had ever maintained ou its own ac- 
ooimt since the beginning of the empire , 
nay, it was attended with one circumstance 
which rendered it still more iiisupportifole 
The money expended in armaments and 
opeTabona, equipped and prosecuted on the 
Bide of Japan, was aD circulated within the 
empire , so that it still remained useful to 
^the coTmitimiv in general but no instance 
* could ' be pwiducod of a single copan that 
ever Returned from the continent of Tarfcory 
^'therfefore all the sums sent thither were clear 
lose to the subjects of Japam 
Orator Taj cho acted as a faithful ally to 
Brutuui-tiffi, by stretching the bass strings 
of the mobile in sucli a manner as to be S- 
w'ays m fconcert with the extravagance of the 
Tartar’s demands, and the absurdity of the 
dairo’s pmdilectioQ Fika-kaka was aatou* 
.shed at these phenomena , while Mura-clami 


hoped in secret that the orator’s brain was 
disordered, and that his insanity would soon 
stand confessed, even to the conviction of 
the people ** If,” said he to himself, ** they 
are not altogether destitute of human reason, 
they must, of their own accord, perceive and 
comprehend this plain proposition a cask 
of water that discharges three by one pipe, 
and receives no more than two by another, 
must infallibly be emptied at the long-run 
Japan discharges three millions of obans eve- 
ry year for the defence of that blessed farm, 
ivhich, were it put up to sale, would not fetch 
one-sixth part of the sum , and the annual 
balance of her trade with all the world brmgb 
lU two millions ergo, it runs out faster than 
It runs in, and the vessel at the long-run 
must be empty ” Mura-cIami was mistaken 
He had studied philosophy only m profile 
He had endeavoured to investigate ihe sense, 
but he had never fathomed the absiirdi- 
ties of human nature All that Taycho 
had done for i esso amounted not to one- 
third of what was required by the annual ex- 
pense of Japan, while it maintained the war 
against China m different quarters of Asia 
A former cuboy (rest his soul ’) finding it 
impossible to raise within the year the exor- 
bitant supplies that were required to gratify 
the avarice and ambition of the dairo, had 
contrived the method of funding, which hath 
been lately adopted with such remarkable 
success in this kingdom You know. Pea- 
cock, this IS no more than borrowing a cer- 
tain sum on the credit of the nation, and 
laying a fresh tax upon the public, to defray 
the interest of every sum thus borrowed , an 
excellent expedient, when kept within due 
bounds, for securing the established govern- 
ment, multiplying the dependents of the 
m — ry, and throwing all the money of the 
empire into the hands of the admmistratioii 
But those loans were so often repeated, that 
the national debt had already swollod to an 
enormous burden such a variety of taxob 
was laid upon the subject, as grievously en- 
hanced all tlie necessaries of life, conse^ 
quently the poor were distressed, and the 
price of Uborr was raised to such a degree, 
that thB Japanese manufactures were every 
where undersold by the Chinese traders, who 
employed their workmen at a more mode- 
rate expense 

Tay^o, m this dilemma, was seized with 
A Strange conceit Alchemy was at that 

S d become a favourite study in Japan 
a bonzas having more learning and ava- 
rice thaw their brethren, applied themselves 
to the study of certain Chaldean manuscripts, 
which their ancestors had brought from As- 
syria , and m these they found the substance of 
all that IS contained m the works of Hermes 
TnsmegMitus, Geber, Zosymus, the Panapo- 
hte, Olympiodorus, Heliodorus, Agathoda:- 
mon, Monenus, Albertus Magnus, and, above 
all, your countryman, Boger Bacon, who 
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adopted Gebefs opinion, that mercury la the 
common baais, and sulphur the cement of all 
inctalB By the bye, this same Friar Bacon 
was well acquainted witli the composition of 
g-unpowder, though the reputation arising 
from the discovery has been given to Swartz, 
who lived many years after that monk of 
Westminster Whether the philosopher's 
btonc, otherwise called the gift azr^, the 
fifth essence, or the alkaliest, which last, 
Van llelmont pilfered from the tenth book 
of the Archidoxa, that treasure so long de*> 
posited m the occiput of the renowned An- 
reolus, Phihppus, Paracelsus, Theophrastus, 
Bombast, de Hohenhcirn, wab ever really aU 
tamed by human adept, I am not at liberty 
to dibclose, but certain it is, the philoso^ 
pbers and alchemists of Japan, employed by 
orator Taycho to transmute baser metals 
into gold, miscarried in all tfieir experiments 
The whole evaporated in smoke, without 
leaving so much as the scrapings of a cruci« 
ble for a specific against the itch Tickets 
made ot a kind of bamboo had been long 
used to reinforce the circulation of Japan , 
but these were of no use m Tartary, the 
morcenanes and allies of that country would 
receive nothing but gold and silver, which, 
indeed, one would imagine they had a par- 
ticular method of decomposing or annihilat- 
ing , for, of all the millions transported thi- 
ther, not one copan was ever known to re- 
visit lapan “ It wab s country," as Hamlet 
says, “ from whose bourne no travelling co- 
pan e’er returned " As the war of Yeeso, 
tliereforo,4;ngro88ed all the specie of Niphon, 
and some currency was absolutely necessary 
to the subsistence of the Tapancse, the orator 
contrived a method to save the expense of 
solid food He compost d a moss that should 
fill then bellies, and, at the same time, pro- 
tract the intoxication of their biams, which 
it was so much bis interest to maintain He 
put thorn upon a diet of yeast where this 
did not agree with the stomach, he employed 
his emissaries to blow up the patients a po$- 
tcnorif as the dog was blown up by the mad- 
man of Seville, recorded by Cervantes The 
individuals thus inflated were seen swagger- 
ing about the streets, smooth and round, and 
sleek and )ollv, with leering eyes and flond 
complexion Every one seemed to have the 
os maerna sonuturum He strutted with an air 
of importance He broke wind, and broached 
new systems He declared, as if by revela- 
tion, that the more debt the public owed, the 
richer it became , that food was not necdlsa- 
ry to the support of life , nor an intercourse 
of the sexes required for the propagation of 
the species He expatiated on yeast as the 
nectar of the gods, that would sustain the 
animal machine, fill the human mind with 
di\me inspiration, and confer immortality. 
From the efficacy of this specific, he began 
to prophesy concerning the white hoiae, and 
declared himself an apostle of Bupo Thus 


they strolled through the island of Niphon, 
barking and preaching the gospel of Fakku- 
basi, and presenting their barm goblets to all 
who were in quest of political salvation. The 
people had been so well prepared forjnfetita- 
tiOTi, by the speeches of Taycho, and the 
tidings of success from Tartary, that every 
passenger greedily swallowed the drench, 
and in a little time the whole nation was 
converted, that is, they were totally freed 
from tfiose troublesome and impertinent fa- 
culties 'of reason and refiection, which could 
have served no other purpose but to make 
them miserable under the burdens to which 
their backs were now subiected They of- 
fered up all their gold and silver, their jewels, 
their furniture and apparel, at the shrine of 
Fakku-basi, singing psalms and hymns m 
praise of the white horse They put arms 
into the hands of tlieir children, and drove 
them into Tartary, in order to fatten the 
land of Yesso with their blood They grew 
fanatics in that cause, and worshipped Brut- 
an-tifii as the favourite prophet of the beau- 
tiful Bupo All was staggering, staring, in- 
coherence, and contortion, exclamation, and 
eructation Still this was no more than a 
temporary delirium, which might vanish as 
the intoxicatinuf effects of the yeast subsided 
Taybho, thenjfore, called in two reinforce- 
ments to the drench He resolved to satiate 
their appetite for blood, and to amuse their 
infantine vanity with the gew-gaws of tri- 
umph lie equipped out one armament at a 
considerable expense to make a descent on 
the coast of China, and senl^ another at a 
much greater to fight the enemy m Fatsissio 
The commander of the first disembarked up- 
on a desolate island, demolished an unfinish- 
d cottage, end brought away a few bunches 
of wild grapes He afterwards hovered on 
the Chinese coast, but was deterred from 
andmg by a very singular phenomenon In 
mrvcymg the shore, through spying glasses, 
he perceived the whole beach instantaneously 
fortified, as it were, with parapets of sand, 
which had escaped the naked eye , and at 
one particular part, there appeared a body of 
gkints with very liideous features, peeping, 
as it were, behind those parapets , from which 
circumstance the Japanese general concluded 
there was a very formidahlo ambuscade, which 
he thought it would be madoess to encounter, 
and even folly to ascertain One would im- 
agine he had seen Homer's account of the 
Cyclops, and did not think himself safe, even 
at the distance of some miles from the shore , 
for he pressed the commander of the fune to 
weigh anchor immediately, and retire to a 
place of more safety I shall now, Peacock, 
et you into the whole secret This great 
was deceived by the careles'^ncss of 
tit© commissary, who, instead of pcrspec- 
Mves, had funushed him with glasses pecu* 
lar to Japan, that magnified and multiplied 
objects at the same time They ore cailea 
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pho-feieron-lia Tha large parapets of sand phon from tlie lethargy of intoxication in 
were a couple of mole-hills , and the gigantic which they were overwhelmed, had not their 
faces of grim aspect, were the posteriors' of dehnum been kept up by some fascinating 
an old woman sacrificing sub dto to the pow- amulets from Tartary these were no other 
ers of digestion ^ than the bubbles which Brut-an-tiffi swelled 

There was another circumstance #hich into mighty victories over the Chinese and 
tended to the tniscama^ of this fitvoiirrte Ostrog , thongh, in fact, he bad been severely 
expedition The principal design was against cudgelled, and more them once in very 
a trading town, situated on a navigable nver, great danger of crucifixion. Taycho pre- 
and at the place where this river dishm* seated the monster with ^ a bowl of blood, 
bogued Itself into the sea, there was a Chi- which he told it this invincible ally had 
nese fort called Sa-roof. "“The admiral of the drawn from its enemies the Chinese , and, 
fune sent the second in coimnand, whose at the same time, blowed the gay bubbles 
name was Sel-uon, to lay this fort in ashes, athwart Its numerous eyes The hydra lap- 
that the embarkation might pass without let ped the gore with signs of infinite relish, 
or molestation A Chinese pilot offered to groaned and grunted to sec the bubbles 
bring his junk within a cable length of the dance , exclaimed, t—** O rare Taycho and 
walls , but he trusted to the light of his own reiaps^ into the arms of slumber Thus 
penetration He ran lus junk a-ground, and passed the fimt campaign of Taycho’s admi- 
solemnly declared there was not water sufii- lustration 

cient to ^oat any vessel of force within three By this time Fika-kaka was fully con- 
miles of fia-rotif This discovery he made vinced that the orator actually dealt with the 
by sounding, and it proved two very surpns- devil, and had even sold him his soul for this 
mg paradoxes first, that the Chinese junks power of working miracles on the under- 
drew little or no water, otherwise they could standing of the populace He began to be 
not have arrived at the town where they invaded with fears, that the barae cunbider- 
were laid up secondly, that the fort Sa- ation would be demanded of him for the case 
rouf was raised in a spot where it neither and pleasure he now enjoyed m partnership 
could offend, nor be offended But the sey- with that magician He no longer hoard 
eeo-gun Sel-uon was a mighty rpan for para- himself scofied, ridiculed and reviled m the 
doxes His superior in command was a plain assemblies of the people lie no longer saw 
man, who did not understand these niceties his measures thwarted, nor his person treat- 
he, therefore, grumbled, and began to be ed with disdain He no longer racked his 
troublesome, upon which a council of war brains for pretences to extort money, nor 
was held , and, he being overruled by a ma- trembled with terror, when he used these 
jority of voices^ tlie whole embarkation re- pretences to the public The mouth of the 
turned to Niphon i*e infecta You have opposition was now glued to his own pos- 
been told how the beast called Legion bray- tenors Many a time and often, when he 
ed and bellowed and kicked, when the fate heard orator Taycho declaiming against him 
of Binpgoh’s expedition was known , it was from his rostrum, he cursed him in bis heart, 
disposed to be veiy unruly at tbe return of and was known to ejaculate, — “ Kiss my 
this armament , but Taycho lulled it with a a-—, Taycho but little did he think the ora- 
double dose of his mandragora It growled tor would one day stoop to this compliance 
at the giants, the sand-hillB, and the para- He now saw that insolent foul-mouthed 
doxes of Sel-uon then brayed aloud, Tay^ demagogue mmistering with the utmost ser- 
chofer ever ' rolled itself up like a lubberly vihty to his pleasure and ambition He fill- 
hydra, yawned and fell fost asleep Tbe ed his bags with the treasures of Japan, as 
oilier armament, equipped for the operations if by enchantment so that he could now 
ID Fataissio, did not arrive at the place of gratify his own profuse temper without stmt 
destmation till the opportunity for action was or control He took upon himself the whole 
lofilt The object was the reduction of a town charge of the administration , and left Pika- 
island belonging to the Ghineee but kaka to the full enjoyment of his own sen- 
tefore the fune with the troops arrived from sualtty, thus divested of all its thorns It 
Niphon, the enemy, having received intima- was the contemplation of these circum- 
tion of their design, had reinforced tbe gar- stances, which inspired the cuboy with a be- 
Hson and harbour with a greater number of lief that the devil was concerned in produ- 
^ forces and fune than the Japanese command- mn| this astonishing calm of felicity, and 
er could bring against them He therefore that bis infernal bigness would require of 
Wisefy dedmed an enterprise which must him some extraordinary sacrifice for the ex- 
disgrace and dcstruc- traordinary favours he bestowed He could 
tion. t Chinese were successfol in other not help suspecting the sincerity of Taycho’s 
parts M Fateisaio They demohshed some attachment, because it seemed altogether un- 
forts, they defeated some partiest and massa'' natural ; and if his soul was to be the sacri- 
cr^ some ®®h>ugmg to the colonies fice, he wished to treat with Satan as a pnn- 

of Japan, w^thaps the tidings of these 4ts^ clpal. Full of this ides, he had recourse to 
asters would have roused the peopie of Ni-J his bonzas, as the most likely persons to pro- 
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cure him such an interview with the prince 
of darkness, as should not be attended with 
immediate danger to his corporeal parts 
but, upon inquiry, he found there was not 
one conjuror among them all Some of them 
made a merit of their ignorance , pretending 
they could not in conscience give applies* 
tioii to an art which must have led them 
into communication with demons others 
insisted there vfia no such thing as the 
devil , and this opinion seemed to be much 
relished by the cuboy , the rest frankly own- 
ed they knew nothing at all of the matter 
For my part, Peacock, I not only know there 
IS a devil, but J likewise know that he has 
marked out nineteen-twentieths of the peo- 
ple of this metropolis for his prey. How 
now ' you shake, sirrah * Vou have some 
reason, considering the experiments you 
have been trying in the way of sorcery, 
turning the sieve and shears , mumbling 
gibberish over a goose’s liver stuck with 
pin& , prirking your thumbs, and writing 
mystical characters with your blood , form- 
inor spells with sticks laid across, reading 
prayers backwards , and invoking the defvjl 
b} the name, style and title of Nathan, 
Ahramx^ Adonat I know what communica- 
tion you had with goody Thrusk at Camber- 
well, who undertook, for three shillings and 
four pence, to convey you on a broomstick to 
Norway, where the devil was to hold a con- 
venticle , but you boggled at crossing the 
sea, without such security for your person as 
the beldame could not give I remember 
you poring over the treatise De voluert ar^ 
borca, until you had well nigh lost your 
wits , and your intention to enrol yourself 
in the Rofeicrusidii bociety, until jour in- 
trigue WMlh the tripe- woin^ii in Thieving- 
lane destroyed your pretensions to chastity 
Then jou cloaked your own wickedness 
with an aflertation of soepticisin, and de- 
clared there never was any such existence 
as devil, demon, spirit, or goblin , nor any 
such art as magic, necromancy, sorcery, or 
witchcraft O infidel » hast thott never 
heard of the three divisions of magic into 
natural, artificial and diabolical The first 
nf these is no more than medicine , hence 
the same word Pharmacopeia signified both 
a wiseacre and apothecary To the second 
belong the glass sphere of Archimedes, the 
fiying wooden pigeon of Archytus, the empe- 
ror Leo’s singing birds of gold, Boetius the 
consolator’s flying birds of brass, basing 
serpents of the same metal, and the fraaoiA 
speaking head of Albertus Magnus* The 
last, which we cal! diabolical, depends upon 
the evocation of spirits ; bucli was the art 
exercised by the magicians of Pharw'h \ as 
well as by that conjurer recorded by Gainer 
Pcucerus, who animated the dead carcass 
of a famous female in Bolo^a, in such a 
manner, that she played upon Tier mstniment 
as well as ever she Md done in ber lifci un^ 


til another magician, removing the charm, 
which had been placed m her arm-pits, the 
body fell down deprived of all motion It is 
by such means that conjurers cure distem- 
pers with charms and amulets , that^ accord- 
ing to St Isidore, they ' confbund the ele- 
ments, disturb the understanding, slay with- 
out poison or any perceptible wound, call 
up devils, and learn from them how to tor- 
ment their enemies Magic was known 
even to the ancient Romans Cato teaches 
us hofv to charm a dislocated bone, by re- 
peating these mystical words,-^/nctpe, can- 
tare tnalh^ S F molas danata dardartesj 
AgtotarteSi dte wna parite durn coevnf, 
Besides, the virtues of Abracadabra aro 
well known, though the meaning of the 
word has puzzled soifie of the best critics of 
the last age , such as Wendeiinus, Scaligci , 
Saumaise, and Father Kircher , not to men- 
tion the ancient physician Serenus Sammo- 
meus, who describes the disposition of these 
characters in hexameter verse 1 might hero 
launch out into a very learned dissertation, 
to prove that this very Serenus formed the 
word Abracadabra from the Greek word 
A/Sgato'tff, a name by which Basilides, the 
Egyptian heretic, defined the Deity, as the 
letters of it imply 365, the number of days in 
the year This is the word still fair and 
legible on one of the two talismans found m 
thJ seventeenth century, of which Baromus 
gives us thd figure m the second volume of 
his Annals^ By Uie bye, Peacock, you 
must take notice, that the figure of St 
George encountering the dragon, which is 
the Bvmbol of the order of the garter, and at 
this day distinguishes so many inns, taverns 
and alehouses in this kingdom, wes no'other 
originally than the device of an abraxas or 
amulet wore by the Basilidians, as a charm 
against infection , for, by the man on horse- 
back killing the diagon, was typified the sun 
purifying the air, and dispersing the noxious 
vapours from the earth An abraxas marked 
with this device, is exhibited by Montfaiicon 
out of the collettion of Sig Capello This 
symbol, unproved by the cross on the top of 
the spear, was afterwards adopted by the 
Christian crusards, as a badge of their reli- 
gious warfare, as well as an amulet to in- 
sure victory , the cross alluding to Constan- 
tine’s labarurn, with the motto,— «v tkta, vmdt. 
In this you shall conquer ” The figure on 
horseback they metamorphosed into St 
George, the «»me with George the Anan, 
who at one time was reckoned a martyr, 
and maintained a place m the Roman tnar- 
tyrolofinr, from which he and others were 
erased by Fopc Gelamus, m the fifth emturj, 
because the aocounta of their martyrdom 
were written by beiettcs This veiy George, 
while he officiated as bishop of Alexandria, 
having ordered a temple of the god Mythras 
lobe |iiiniied, and converted into a Christian 
found m tlm said temple this emblem 
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of the sun, which the Persians adored under 
the name of Mythras , and, with the addi« 
tion of the cross, metamorphosed it mto a 
symbol of Chnstiaa warfare amnst iddiatry 
It was on this occasion that tte pagdns rose 
against Geor^, and murdered hiih with the 
utmost barbarity , and from this cireumstancG 
he became a saint and martyr, and the amu- 
let or abraxas became his badge of distinc- 
tion The cross was considered as such a 
sure protection in battle, that every sword- 
hilt was made in this form, and every war- 
rior, hefbre he engaged, kissed it, vci token 
of devotion hence the phrase, — kiss 
your hilt,” which is Sometimes used even at 
this day With respect to the mystical 
words, AB AAA3£iiAn AOCNAT, which are 
foun^ upon those amulets, and supposed to 
he of Hebrew extract, though m the Greek 
character of termination , if thou wouldst 
know their real signification, Uiou mayest 
consult the learned Dc Croy, m his treatise 
concerning the genealogies of the Qnosltcs 
Thou wilt find it at the end of $t Irenieus’s 
works, published by Grahius at Oxford 
But to return to magic, thou must have 
heard of the famous Aib^tos Magnus de 
Boldstadt, who indifferently exercised the 
professions of conjurer, bawd, and man-mid- 
wifh , who forged the celebrated Androtdes, 
or brazen head, which pronounced oracles, 
and solved questions of the utmost difficulty 
nor can the fame of Henry Cornelius Agnppa 
have escaped thee ; he who wrote the trea- 
tises Ih qcculta PkUasophta , ef de c(BCts 
CeremonttSf who kept ins demon secured 
with an enchanted iron coliat, in the shape 
of a black domi which black ddg bemg dis- 
missed in his moments with these words, 
^Ahi perdtta bestta qum me t6tum perdi- 
ihsitf pranged itself mto the tiver Soame, and 
immediately disappeared But what need of 
those profone instances, to prove the exist- 
ence of magicians who held communication 
with the devil Don’t we read in the Scrip- 
ture of the magicians of Pharaoh and MaUas- 
ses , of the witch of Endor , of Stmon and 
Batjesus, magicians , and of that sorceress, 
of whose body the apostle Paul dispossessed 
the devil t Have not the fathers mentioned 
magicians and sorcerers'^ Have not differ- 
ent councils denounced anathemas against 
them ’ Hath not the civil law decreed pun- 
ishments to be mfiu ted upon those convicted 
of the black Art ^ Have not all the tribunals 
m FrancCr England, and particularly in Scot- 
lattd* condemned mairy persons totfio stalte 
for sorceries, on the fiillest evidence, nay, 
evssi hn' their own confession Thou thy- 
self nlkl»eataJm0st remember the havoid: tfmt 
waamllB Anmng the soroeren in one of the 
Engfira ewimes in Noith America, by Jh 
Encrease Mather, and Dr Cotton Mather, 
those httpiimnes of the New England church, 
under the authority and auspices of Sit Wil^ 
V ham Hupps, tiiat Bower of knighthood, and 


mirror of governors, who, not contented with 
hvmg witnesses, called in the assistance of 
spectral evidence, to the conviction of those 
di^ohcal delinquents This was a hint, in- 
deed, which he borrowed from the famous 
trial of Urban Grandier, canon of Loudun in 
Prance, who was duly convicted of magic, 
imon the depositions of the devils Astarotkt 
JSueas, Ceisus, Acaos, Cedon, Asmodeust 
AhXf ZabuloHt Nepthaltm, Chains Urul, 
and Ackas 1 might likewise refer thee to 
King James’s hietoiy of withcraft, wherein 
it appears, upon incontrovertible evidence, 
that the devil not only presided m person at 
the assemblies of those wise women, but 
even condescended to be facetious, and often 
diverted them by dancing and playing gam- 
bols with a lighted candle in his breech 
I might bid thee recollect the authenticated 
account of the earl of Gowry’s conspiracy 
against the said king, in which appears the 
deposition of a certain person, certifying that 
the eail of Gowry had studied the black art , 
that he wore an amulet about his person, of 
such efficacy, that although he was run sevi - 
ral times through the body, not one drop of 
blood flowed from the wounds until those 
mystical characters were removed Finally, 
I could fill whole volumes with undeniable 
facts, to prove the existence of magic , but 
what I have said shall suffice I must only 
repeat it agam, that there was not one ma- 
mcian, conjuror, wizard or witch, among all 
tne bonzas of Japan, whom the ciiboy con 
suited , a circumstance that astonished him 
the more, as divers of them, notwithstanding 
their beards, were shrewdly suspected to be 
old women , and till that time, an old woman 
with a beard upon her chin had been always 
considered a«i an agent of the devil It was 
the nature of Fika-kaka to be impatient and 
impetuous. Perceiving that none of his bon- 
zas had any communication with the devil, 
and that many of them doubted whether 
tliere was any such personage as the devil, 
be began to have some doubts about his own 
soul • — “ For if there is no devil,” said lie, 
“ there is no aoul to be damned , and it would 
he a reproadh to the justice of heaven, to 
suppose that all souls ore to he saved, con- 
sidenng what Tuscally stuff mankind arc 
made of” This was an inference which 
gave him great disturbance , for he was one 
of those who would rather encounter eternal 
damnation^ that run any risk of being anni- 
Jiilafed, He therefore assembled all those 
among the bonzas who had the reputation 
of bemg great philosophers and metaphy- 
siGiaAs, in order to hear their opinions con- 
cerning the nature of the 'soul The first 
reverend sage who delivered himself on this 
mysterious subject, having stroked his grey 
heardt and hemmed thnee With great solem- 
nity, declared that the soul was an animal , 
a second pronounced it to be the number 
threef or proportion , a third contended for 
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the number seven, or harmony , a fourth de- 
fined the eoul the universe, a fifth afHrmod 
It was a mixture of elements, a sixth as- 
serted it was composed of ^re , a seventh 
opined it was formed of water i an ei|fhth 
called It an essence, a ninth, an idea, a 
tenth stickled for substance wtthmt essteni- 
htoui an eleventh, for extension without 
substance , a twelfth cned it was an acci- 
dent , a thirteenth called it a refteeting mir- 
ror, a fourteenth, the intake refiectsd, a 
fifteenth insisted upon its being a Ume, a 
sixteenth believed it was the instrument that 
played the tune , a seventeenth undertook to 
prove it was material, an eighteenth ex- 
claimed It was immaterial, a nineteenth 
allowed it was something , and a twentieth 
swore it was nothing By this time all the 
individuals that composed this learned as- 
sembly spoke together, with equal eagerness 
and vociferation The volubility with which 
a great number of abstruse and unintelligible 
terms and definitions were pronounced and 
repeated, not only resembled the confusion 
of Babel, but they had just the same effect 
upon the brain of Fika-kaka, as is generally 
produced in weak heads by looking stead- 
fastly at a mill-wheel or a \orte\, or any 
other object in continual rotation lie grew 
giddy, ran three times round, and dropped 
down in the lnld^t of the bou/as, deprived 
of sense and motion When he i'ceovered 
so far as to be able to reflect upon what had 
happened, ho was greatly disturbed with the 
terror of annihilation, as he had heard no- 
thing sajd in the consultation which could 
give him any reason to bciie\e there was 
such a thing as an immortal soul In *his 
emergency, be sent for his counsellor Mura- 
clami , and when that lawyer entered his 
chamber, exclaimed, — “ My dear Mura, as I 
have a soul to be saved ’ — A soul to be 
saved ’ ay, tliere’s the rub ’ — ^the devil a soul 
have 1 ’ Those bonzas are good for nothing 

but to kiss my a , — a parcel of ignorant 

asses ' Pox on their philosojihy ’ Instead 
of demonstrating the immortality of the boul, 
t liov have plainly proved the soul is a chi- 
mera, a Will-o’tlie-wisp, a bqjible, a term, a 
word, a nothing' My deaf Mura* prove 
but that I have a soul, and 1 shall be con- 
tented to be dampfc d to all eternity.” If 
that be the case,” said the other, “your 
qiianbukusliip may set your heart at rest 
for if you jiroceed to govern this empire, m 
conjunction with Taycho, as you have be- 
gun, it will become a point of eternal jtfktice 
to give you an immortal soul (if you have 
not one already), that you may undergo eter- 
nal punifahniont, according to yotir dements ” 
The cuboy was much comforted by this 
burance, and returned to his former occupa- 
tions with redoubled ardour He continued 
to confer benefices on his back-fnends the 
bonzas , to reflate the whole army of tok- 1 
gatherers , to onbe the tribtmes, the centii- j 
e G* S8 


nous, the decuriones, and all tlie infenor 
mob-drivers of the empire, to hire those 
pipers who were best skilled in making the 
multitude' dance, and finding out the ablest 
artists to scratch their long ears, and tickle 
tlieir noses. These toils were sweetened by a 
variety of enjoyments He possessed all the 
pomp of^tentation , the vanity of levees, 
the pride of power, the pleasure of adulation, 
the happiness of being kicked by hiS sove- 
reign and kissed bv his bonzas , and, above 
ail, the delights of the stomach and the close- 
stool, which recurred in perpetu^ succession, 
and which he seemed to enjoy with a parti- 
cular relibh for it must be observed, to the 
honour of Fika-kaka, that what he eagerly 
received at one pjid, be as liberally refunded 
at the other But ad the faculties of his mind 
were insufficient to4igest the greatness of 
power which had fallen to his share, so were 
the organs of his body unable to concoct 
the enormous mass of aliments which he so 
greedily swallowed He laboured under an 
mdigestion of both , and the vague promises 
which went upwards, as well Os the murmurs 
that parsed the other way, were no other 
tlian eruptive crudities arising from the de- 
fects of hm soul and body. 

As fer Taycho, he confined himself to the 
management of the war lie recalled the 
general in chief from Fatsissio, because be 
had not done that which he could not poss- 
ibly do , but, instead of sending another on 
w hose abilities he conld depend, he allowed 
the direction of the armaments to devolve 
upon the second in command, whose charac- 
ter he could not possibly know , because, in- 
deed, he was too obscure to have any cha- 
racter at all Tlio fruits of his sagacity soon 
appeared The new general Abra-morla, 
having reconnoitred a post of the enemy, 
which was found too strong to be forced, 
attacked It without hesitation, and his troops 
were repulsed and routed with considerable 
slaughter It was lucky for Taycho that the 
tidings of this disaster were qualified by the 
news of two other advantages which the 
arms of Japan had gamed A separate corps 
of troops, under Yaf-frai and Ya-loft, reduced 
a strong Chinese fortress in the neiglibour- 
hood of Fatbissio , and a body of Japanese, 
headed by a factor called Ka-lifi*, obtained a 
considerable victory at Pla-sao, in the far- 
ther fSxtrenuW of Tartary, where a trading 
cbmpalAy of Mcaco possessed a commercial 
settlement, The hydra of Meaco began to 
shake its numerous heads, and growl, wflien 
it heard of Abra-moria’s defeat At that in- 
stant, on^ of Its leaders exclaimed, — “ Bliss 
thy long ears ' It was not Taycho that re- 
commended Abra-moria to this command 
He was appointed by tbe fetzman ” This 
was true. It was likewise true that Tayeho 
had allowed him quietly to succeed to the 
command, without knowing any thing of his 
abilities r it was equally true that Taj^o was 
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an utter fstranger lo Yaf-frai and Ya-loff', who 
took the fortress, as well as to the factor 
Ka*lifr, who obtained the victory at the far- 
ther end of Tartary Nevertheless, the beast 
cned aloud, — ** Hang Abra-mona ’ and a fig 
for the fatzman * But let the praise of TaVf 
cho be magnified ' It was Taycho that sud- 
dued the fortress in the isle Ka-flrit-o It 
was Taycho that defeated the enemy at 
Fla-sao Yaf-frai has slam hts thousands , 
Ya-loff has slam lus five thousands, but 
Taycho has slam his ten thousands ’’ 
Taycho had credit fiot only fbr the success 
of the Japanese arms, but likewise for the 
victories of BruLan-tiffi, who had lately been 
much beholden to fortune 1 have already 
observed what a noise that Tartar made when 
the fatzman of Japan found himself obliged 
to capitulate with the Chmeee ^meral. In 
consequence of that event, the war was 
already at on end with respect to the Ja- 
panese, on the continent of Tartary The 
emperor of China took possession of the fami 
of Yesso , the peasants quietly submitted to 
their new masters , and those very freeboot- 
mg Tartar chiefs, who had sold tlieir subjects 
as soldiers, to serve under the fatzman, had 
already agreed to send the very samo mer- 
cenaries into the army of China It was at 
this juncture that Brut-an-tiifi exalted his 
throat In the precedmg campaign he had 
fought with various success One of his 
generals had given battle to the Mantchoux 
Tartars, and each siile claimed the victory 
Another of his leaders had been defeated and 
taken by the Ostrog The Chinese had 
already advanced to the frontiers of Brut-an- 
tiiii’s dominions In this ddemma he exerted 
himself with equal activity and address he 
repulsed the Clunese army with considerable 
loss , and, in tlic space of one month after 
this action, gamed a victory over the general 
of the Ofatrog These advantages rendered 
liim in!»ufferab1y arrogant He exclaimed 
against the fatzman , he threatened the dairo , 
and, es 1 have taken notice above, a new 
army was raised at the expense of Japan, to 
defend him from all future mvasions of the 
Chinese Already the Tartar general Bron- 
xi-tic, who was vested, at his desire, with 
the command of the mercenary army of Ja- 
pan, had given a severe check to a strong 
body of the Chinese, and even threatened to 
carry the war into the empire of China, but 
h)8 progress was soon stopt, and he was 
forced to retreat in his turn towards the farm 
of Yesso But from nothing did orator Tay- 
cho reap a fuller harvest of praise, than from 
the conquest of Tzm-khall, a settiement of 
the Ohinc^e on the coast of Term Australis , 
which npsquest was planned by a Banyan 
merchant of Meaco, who had traded on that 
coast, and was particularly known to the 
king of tha country This royal savage was 

uneasy at thef omghbourhood of the Chmese, 
and conjvwed i&e iqereha&t, whose name was 


Thum-Khuinm-qua, to use his influence at 
the court of Meaco, that an armament should 
be equipped against the settlement of Tzin- 
khall, he himself solemnly promising to co- 
operate in the reduction of it with all his 
ferces Tlium-Khumm-qua, whose zeal for 
the good of his country got the better of aU 
his prudential maxims, did not fail to repre- 
sent this obiect in the most mteresting points 
of view. He demonstrated to Taycho the 
importance of the settlement, that it abound- 
ed with slaves, ivory, gold, and a precious 
gum which was not to be found in any other 
port of the world , a gum in great request all 
over Asia, and particularly among the Ja- 
panese, who were obliged to pur^ase it m 
time of war at second-hand from their ene- 
mies the Chinese, at an exorbitant price 
He demonstrated, that the loss of this settle- 
ment would be a terrible wound to the em- 
peror of China , and proved that the conquest 
of it could be achieved at a very trifling ex- 
pense He did more Though by the maximi^ 
of his sect he was restrained from engaging 
in any military enterprise, he offered to con- 
duct the armament in person, in order the 
more effectually to keep the king of the 
country steady to his engagements Though 
the scheme was in itself plausible and prat - 
titable, Mr Orator Taycho shuffled and equi- 
vocated until the season for action was past 
But Thum-Khumm-qua was indefatigable 
he exhorted, he piessed, he remonstrated, he 
complained, and besieged the orator’s houbc 
m such a manner, that Taycho at length, in 
order to be rid of his importunity, gi anted 
his request A small armament was fitted 
out , the banyan embarked m it, leaving his 
own private affairs in confusion, and the 
settlement was reduced, according to l>is 
prediction When the news of this conquest 
arrived at Meaco, the multifanous bcubt 
brayed hoarse applause, and the minibter 
Taycho was magnified exceedingly As for 
Tbmn-Khumm-qua, whose private fortune 
was consumed in the expedition, all tlie re- 
compense be received was the consciousness 
of having served his country In vain he 
reminded Tajgcho of his promises , m vain he 
recited the minister’s own letters, in which 
be had given his word that the banyan should 
be liberally rewarded, according to the im- 
portance of his services Taycho was both 
deaf and blind to all his remonstrances and 
representations , and, at last, fairly flung the 
door in his face 

E<!lch was the candour and the gratitude 
of the incomparable Taycho The poor pro- 
jector, Thuin-Kbumm-qua, found himself in 
a piteous case, while the whole nation re- 
sounded with joy for the conquest which his 
sagacity had planned, and his zeal carried 
into execution He was not only abandoned 
by the minister Taycho, but also renounced 
by the whole sect of the banyans, who look- 
ed upon him as a wicked apostate, because 
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he had been concerned with those who 
fouffht with the arm of fleeh It was lucky 
for him that he afterwards found favour with 
a subsequent xninistery who had not adopted 
all the maxims of his predecessor, Taycho 
The only measures which this egregious 
demagogue could hitherto properly call his 
own, were these his subsidiary treaty with 
Brut-an-tiffa , his raising an immense army 
of mercenaries to act in Tartary for the 
benefit of that prince , his exacting an in- 
credible sum of money from the people of 
Japan, and, finally, two successive arma- 
ments which he had sent to anno** the sea- 
coasts of China 1 have already given an 
account of the first, the intent of which was 
frustrated by a mistake in the perspectives 
The other was more fortunate in tlie begin- 
ning Taycho had, by the force of his 
genius, discovered that nothing so effectually 
destroyed the oiled paper which the Chinese 
use in their windows instead of glass, as the 
gold coin called oban, when discharged from 
a military engine at a proper distance He 
found that gold was more compact, more 
malleable, and more manageable, than any 
other metal or substance that he knew he 
therefore provided a great quantity of obans, 
and a good bod) of shngers , and these being 
conveyed to the coast of China in a squad- 
ron of fune, as none of the Chinese appeared 
to oppose these hostilities, a select number 
of the troops were employed to make due ks 
and drakes with the obans, on the supposi- 
tion that this diversion would allure the ene- 
my to the sea-side, where tJiev might be 
knocked on the head without fm thor trouble 
but the care of their own safety got the bet- 
ter of their curiosity on this occasion , and 
fifty thousand obans were expended m this 
manner, without bringing one Chinese from 
his lurking hole Considerable damage was 
done to the windows of the enemy Then 
the forces were landed in a village, which 
they found deserted Here they burned some 
fishing-boats , and from hence they earned 
off some military machines, which were 
brought to Meaco, and conveyed through the 
streets in procession, amidst ^be acclama- 
tions^ of the hydra, who sung the praise of 
Taycho Elevated by this triumph, the min- 
ister sent forth the same armament a second 
time, under a new general of lus own choos- 
ing, whose name was Hylib-bib, who had 
long entertained an opinion that the inhabit- 
ants of China were not beings of flesh and 
blood, but mere fantastic shadows, who Auld 
neither olFend nor be ofiended Full of this 
opinion, he made a descent on the coast of 
that empire , and, to convince his followers 
that his notion was right, he advanced some 
leagues into the country, without having 
taken any precaution to secure a retreat, 
leaving the fune at anchor upon an open 
beach Some people alleged that he depend- 
ed upon the sagacity of an engineer recom- 
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mended to him’ by Taycho , which engineer 
had such an excellent nose, that he < ould 
smell a Chinese at the distance of ten 
leagues , but it seems the scent failed him 
at this juncture Perhaps the Chinese gene- 
ral had trailed rusty bacon and other Pori- 
ferous substances, to confound his sense of 
smeUing Perhaps no dew had fallen over 
night, and a strong breeze blew towards the 
enemy Certain it is, Hylib-bib, in the even- 
ing, received repeated intelligence that he 
Was within half a league of a Chinese gene- 
ral, at the head of a body of troops greatly 
superior in number to the Japanese forces 
which he himself commanded He still be- 
lieved it was all illusion, and, when he 
heard their drums heat, declared it was no 
more than a ridiculous enchantment He 
thought proper, however, to retreat towards 
the sea-side , but this he did with groat de- 
liberation, after having given the enemy fair 
notice by beat of drum His motions were 
so slow, that he took seven hours to march 
three miles When he reached the shore 
where the fune were at anchor, he saw the 
whole body of the Chinoso drawn up on a 
rising ground, ready to begin the attack He 
ordered his rear-guard to face about, on the 
supposition that the phantoms would disap- 
pear as soon as they showed their faces ; 
but finding himself mistaken, and perceiving 
some of his own people to drop, in conse- 
quence of missiles that came from the enemy, 
he very calmly embarked with his van, leav- 
ing his rear to amuse the Chinese, by whom 
they were, in less than five minutes, either 
massacred or taken From this small dis- 
grace the general deduced two important 
corollaries , first, that the Chinese were ac- 
tually material beings, capable of impulsion , 
and, secondly, that his engineer’s nose was 
not altogether infallible The people of 
Meaco did not seem to relish the experi- 
ments by which these idoafe were ascertain- 
ed The monster was heard to grunt in dif- 
ferent streets of the metropolis , and these 
notes of discontent produced the usual effect 
in the bowels of Fika-kaka , but orator Tay- 
cbo had his flowers of rhetoric and his bowl 
of mandrogora in readiness He assured 
them that Hylib-bib should be employed for 
the future in keeping sheep on the island of 
Xicoco, and the engineer be sent to hunt truf- 
fles on the mountains of Ximo Then he 
tendered his dose, which the hydra swallow- 
ed with signs of pleasure , and, lastly, he 
mounted upon its back, and rode m triumph 
under the windows of the astonished (uboy, 
who, while he shifted his trowsers, exclaim- 
ed, in a rapture of joy,-*“ All hail, Taycho, 
thou prince of monster-taming men ' the 
flairo shall kick thy posteriors, and I will 
1 168 them m token of approbation and ap- 
plause ” 

The time was now come when fortune, 
which had hitherto smiled upon the Chinese 
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arms^ renolvpd to turn tail to that vain.glo. 
nous nation , and precisely at the same in- 
stant Taycho undertook to display his whole 
capacity in the manag;ement of the war. 
But belore he assured this province, it was 
necessaiy that he should establish a despo- 
tism in the council of twenty-eig^t, some 
members of which had still the presumption 
to offer their advice towards the administra- 
tion of afiaira This council being assem- 
bled by the dairo’s order, to deliberate upon 
the objects of the next campaign, the presi- 
dent began by asking the opinion of Taycho, 
who was the youngest member , upon which 
the orator made no articulate reply, but 
cried, Ba-ba-ba*ba The dairo exclaim- 
ed, “ Boh The fatzmao ejaculated the in- 
tellection **Pish '** The cuboy sat in silent 
astonishment Gotto-mio swore the man 
was dumb, and hinted something of lunacy 
Foksi-rokhu shook his head, and Soo-san- 
sin-o shrugged up his shoulders At length 
Fika-kaka ^ing round, and kissing Taycho 
on the forehead,— “ My dear boy cned 
he, “ Gad’s curse * what's the matter'* Do 
but open the sluices of your eloquence once 
more, my dear orator, let us have one 
smile — one dear smile, and then 1 shall die 
contented With respect to the operations 
of the campaign, don't you think” — Here he 
was interrupted with— ‘‘Ka, ka, ko, ka*” 
** lleighday cried the cuboy, ** Ba-ba-ba, 
ka-ka-ka * that’s the language of children 
“ And children you shall be,” exclaimed the 
orator ** Here is a two-penny trumpet for 
the amusement of the illustrious Got-hama- 
baha, a sword of gingerbread covered with 
gold leaf for the fatzman, and a rattle for my 
lord cuboy I have likewise sugar-plums for 
the rest of the council So saving, he, 
without ceremony, advanced to the dairo, 
and tied a scarf round the eyes of his impe- 
rial majesty , then he produced a number of 
padlocks, and sealed up the lips of every quo 
in cbuncil, before they could recollect theip- 
selves from their first astonishment. 

The assemblv broke up abruptly, and the 
dairo was conducted to hi<r cabinet by the 
fatzman and the cuboy, which last endea- 
voured to divert the chagrin of his royal 
master, by blowing tlie trumpet and shaking 
the rattle in his ears* but GoUhama-baba 
could not be so easily appeased He growled 
like an enraged bear at the indignity which 
bad been offered to him, and kicked the cu- 
boy before as well as behind Mr Orator 
Taycho was fain to come to an explanation 
He assured the dairo that it was necessary 
that hts imperial majesty should remain in 
the d^rk, and that the whole council should 
be mu^ed for a season, otherwise he could 
not ucdon^lish the great things he had pro- 
lected m wour of the farm of Yesso He 
nedared, ''that white his maiesty remained 
blindfold, he would enjoy all ms other senses 
in greater perfbction , that bis ears would be 


every day regaled with the shouts of triumph, 
conveyed in notes of uncommon melody , 
and that the less quantity of animal spirits 
was expended in vision, the greater propor- 
tion would flow to his extremities, conse- 
quently, his pleasure would be more acute 
m his pedestrian exercitations iqmn the cuboy 
and others whom he delighted to honour He* 
tlierefore exhorted him to undergo a total 
privation of eyesight, which was at best a 
troublesome faculty, that exposed mankind 
to a great variety of disagreeable spectacles 
This was a proposal which the dairo did not 
relish , on the contrary, he waxed exceed- 
ingly wrath, and told the orator he would 
rather enjoy one transient glance of the farm 
of Yesso, than the most exquisite delights 
that could be procured for all the other 
senses “ To gratify your majesty with that 
ineffable pleasure,” cnod Taycho, “ I have 
devoted myself, soul and body, and even re- 
conciled contradictions I have renounced 
all my former principles, without forfeiting 
the influence which, by professing those prin- 
ciples, 1 had gained 1 have obtained the most 
astonishing \ ictories over common sense, and 
even refuted mathematical demonstration 
The many-headed mob, which no fSriner 
demagogue could ever tanie, I have taught 
to fetch and to carry, to dance to my pipe, 
to bra) to my tune, to swallow what I pre- 
sent without murmuring, to lick ray feet when 
I am angry, and kiss the rod when I think 
proper to chabtise it I have done more, my 
liegc , I have prepared a drench for it, which, 
like Lethe, washes away the remembrance 
of what IS past, and takes away all sense of 
its own condition I have swept away all 
the money of the empire and persuaded the 
people not only to beggar themselves, but 
likewise to entail indigence upon their latest 
posterity , and all for the sake of Yesso It 
is by dint of these efforts I have been able to 
subsidize Brut-an-tifh, and raise an army of 
one hundred thousand men to defend your 
imperial majesty’s farm, which, were the en- 
tire propert) of it brought to market, would 
not fetch one third part of the sums which 
are now yearty expended m its defence I 
shall strike but one great stroke in the coim 
try of Fatsissio, and then turn the whole 
stream of the war into the channel of Tar- 
tary, until the barren plains of Yesso are fer- 
tilized with human blood In the mean lime, 
1 must insist upon your majesty's continuing 
in the dark, and amusing yourself in your 
cabinet with the trumpet and other gew- 
gaws which I have provided for your diver- 
sion, otherwise 1 quit the reins pf adminis- 
tration, and turn the monster out of my 
trammels , in which case, like the dog that 
returns to its vomit, it will not fail to take 
up Its former prejudices against Yesso, which 
I have with so much pains obliged it to re- 
sign ” ** O my dear Taycho »” cned the af- 
fi^hted dairo, “talk dot of leaving me in 
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such a dreadful dilemma Rather than the 
dear farm should fall into the hands of the 
Chinese, I would be contented to be led about 
blindfold all the days of my life Proceed in 
your own way 1 invest you with full power 
and authonty, not only to gag my whole 
council, but even to nail their ears to the 
pillory, should it be found necessarv for the 
beneht of Yesso In token of which delega- 
tion, present your posteriors, and 1 will be- 
stow upon you a double portion of my favour ” 
Taycho humbly thanked his imperial majesty 
for the great honour be intended him , but 
begged leave to decline the ceremony, on 
account of the hemorrhoids, which at that 
time gave him great disturbance 

The orator having thus annihilated aU op- 
position in the council of twenty-eight, re- 
paired to his own hou<ie, in order to plan the 
operations of the eiihuing campaign Though 
he had reinforced the army in Tartary with 
the flower of the Japanese soldiery, and des- 
tined a strong squadron of tunc, as usual, to 
parade on the coast of China, he foresaw it 
would be necessary to amuse the people with 
some new stroke on the side of Fatsissio, 
w hirh, indeed, was tlic onginal and the most 
natural scene of the war He lo<ked himr 
self up in his clo^^ct , and consulting the map 
of Fatsissio, he found that the piincipal Chi- 
nese settlement of that island was a fortiflod 
town called Quib-cjuab, to which there was 
access by two ditteront avenues , one by a 
broad, rapid, navigable river, on the banks 
of which the town was situated , and the 
other by an inland route over mountains, 
lakes, and dangerous torrents He measured 
the map with his compass, and perceived 
that both routes were nearly of the same 
length , and, therefore, he resohed that the 
t irces in Fatsissio, being divided into two 
equal bodies, should approach the place by 
the two dilierent avenues, on the supposition 
that they would both arrive before the walls 
of Quib qiiab at the same instant of time 
The conduct of the inland expedition was 
given to Yaff-rai, who now commanded in 
( hief in Fatsissio , and the rest ^f the troops 
wore sent up the great river under the aus- 
pices of Yaloff, who had so eminently dis- 
tinguished himself in the course of the pre- 
ceding year 

Orator Taycho had received some articles 
of intelligence which embarrassed him a little, 
at first , but these difliculties soon vanished 
before the vigour of his resolutions fie 
knew that not only the town of Quib-quab 
was fortified by art, but also that the whole 
adjacent country was almost impregnable by 
nature that one Chinese general blocked up 
the passes with a strong body of forces, in the 
route which was to be followed up by YaflT-^ 
rai and that another commanded & separate 
corps in the neighbourhood of Cluib.quab,^ 
equal, at least, in number to the detachment 
of Ya-loff, whom he might, therefore, either 
88 * 


prevent from landing, or attack after he should 
be landed or, Anally, should neither of these 
attempts succeed, he might reinforce the gar- 
rison of Q,uib-quab, so as to make it more 
numerous than the besieging army, which, 
according to the rules of war, ought to be 
ten times the number of the besieged* On 
the other hand, in order to invalidate these 
objections, he reflected that fortune, which 
had such a share in all military events, is 
inconstant and varublc , that as the Chinese 
had been so long successful in Fatsissio, it 
VI as now their turn to be unfortunate He 
reflected that the demon of folly was capri- 
cious , and that as it had so long possessed 
the rulers and generals of Japan, it was high 
time It should siufl its quarters, and occupy 
the brains of the enemy , m which case they 
would quit their advantageous posts, and 
commit some blunder that would lay them at 
the mercy of the Japanese With respect 
to the reduLtion of Quib-quab, he had heard, 
indeed, that the liosiogers ought to bo ten 
times the number of the garrison besieged , 
but as every Japanese was equivalent to ten 
subjects of China, bethought the match was 
prett> equal He reflected, tJiat even if this 
expedition should not succeed, it would be 
of little consequence to his reputation, as he 
could plead at home, that he noitlier con- 
ceived the original plan, nor appointed any of 
the officers concerned m the execution It 
w true, he might have reinforced the army in 
Fatsissio, so as to leave very little to fortune , 
but then ho must have subtracted something 
from the strength of the operations m Tar- 
tary, winch was now become the favountu 
scene of the war or he must have altogether 
suspended tlie execution of another darling 
scJicmo, w hich was literally his own concep- 
tion There w as an island in the great In- 
dian ocean at a considerable distance from 
Fdtsissio and liore the Chinese had a strong 
settlement Taycho was inflamed with the 
ambition of reducing this island, which was 
called Thin-qno , and for this purpose he re- 
solved to embark a body of forces which 
should co-operate with the squadron of fune, 
destined to cruise in those latitudes The 
only difficulty that remained was to choose a 
general to direct his enterprise He perused 
a list of all the raflitary offilcers in Japan , 
and as they were all equal in point of repu- 
tation, he began to examine their names, in 
order to pitch upon that which should appear 
to be the most significant , and m this par- 
ticular Ta) cho was a little superstitious Not 
but that surnames, when properly bestowed, 
might be rendered very useful terms of dis- 
tinction , but I must tell thee, Peacock, no- 
thing can be more preposterously absurd than 
tie practice of mhonting cognomina^ which 
ought ever to be purely personal I would 
ask thee, for example^ what propriety there 
was in giving the name Xenaphoit, which 
signifies one that afore%gnlmg%iuge^ 
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to the celebrated Greek who disUn^iBhedi 
hiiDBelfr not only aa a consummate captain, ' 
but also as an cfe|i;ant wnter in his mdther 
tongue What could be more ndiculous 
than to denominate the great philosopher of 
(>otona, Pythf^oTos, a^hich implies a stink^ 
%nfir speech ^ Or what could be more mis- 
applied than the name of the weeping phi- 
losopher /ilferarcZtrt^a, Bigfitfpngtnditary glo- 
ry' The inheritance of surnames among 
the Romans produced still more ludicrous 
consequences The best and noblest iami- 
hes in Rome derived their names from the 
coarsest employments, or else from the cor- 

? oreal blemishes of their ancestors* The 
hsones were millers , the Ctcerojies and 
the Lentuh were so called from the vetches 
and the lentils which their forefathers dealt 
in The Fahit were so denominated from 
a dung-pit, in which the first of the family 
was be?got by stealth in the way of fornica- 
tion A ploughman gave rise to the great 
family of the Serram, the ladies of which 
always went without smocks The Smli, 
the Butmlcti and the Pcrct were descended 
from a swine-herd, a* cow-herd, and hog- 
butcher What could be more disgraceful 
than to call the senator (Strabo, Sqmntum ^ 
or a fine young lady of the house of Pcett, 
Ptgsntes ’ or to distinguish a matron of the 
Ijmit by the appellation of (Sheep* s-eye ’ — 
What could be more dishonourable than to 
give the surname of simb-nose to P Sthus, 
the proprietor, because hia great-great-great- 
grand^ther had a nose of that make '^ Ovid, 
indeed, had a long nose, and tlierefore was 
mstly denominated Naso, but i\hy should 
Horace be called Flaccus, as if his ears had 
been stretched in the pillory I need not 
mention the Burrhi, Nigrt, Rufi, Aqmht, 
and Ruttlu, because we have the same foolish 
surnames m England , and even the Lappa > 
for 1 myself know a very pretty miss called 
Rough-head, though m fact there is not a 
young lady in the bills of mortality who takes 
more pains to dress her hair to the best ad- 
vantage* The famous dictator, whom the 
deputies of Rome found at the plough, was 
known by the name of Cmctnnalus, or 
Ragged-head Now I leave you to judge 
how tt would sound m these days, if a foot- 
man at the play-house should call out,— - 
My Lady Ragged-head*s coftch Room 
for my Lady Ragged-head ** I am doubt- 
whether the En^ish name of Rale does 
not come from the Roman cognomen /fala, 
which signihes stinking breath. What 
^nebd I mention the Plauti, Panci , ' Valgi, 
Varu VahiB, and Scaurt ; the Tuditant, 3ie 
MaHM^^OeneslelltB, and Leccce, in other 
Wordan^ha Bplay -foots, Bandy-leg$, Sham- 
ble-shmn. Baker-knees, Cluofoots, Ham^ 
mer-heaitp 0httbby-cheeks, Bald-heads, and 
Letelu^il not say a word of the 

Buteo or ' Bazzard^ that I not he 
obliged to eg{dmii the meaning of the word 


Trwrehts, from whence it takes its denomi 
nation , yet all those were great families m 
Rome 

Rut I cannot help taking notice of some 
of the same improprieties which have crept 
into the language and customs of this coun- 
try Let us suppose, for example, a for- 
eigner reading an English newspaper in 
these terms— « Last Tuesday, the Right 
Honourable Timothy Stllyman, secretary of 
state for the southern department, gave a 
grand entertainment to the nobility and gen- 
tly at his house in Knave's acre The even- 
ing was concluded with a ball, which u as 
opened by 8ir Samuel Hog and Lady Diana 
Rough-head We hear there is purpose of 
marriage between Mr Alderman (Small-cock 
and Miss Harriet Hair-stonee, a young lady 
of great fortune and superlative merit By 
the last mail from Germany, we have certain 
advice of a complete victory which General 
Coward has obtained over the enemy On 
this occabioii the general displayed all the in- 
trepidity of the most renowned hero by the 
same channel we arc informed that Lieuten- 
ant Litthfear has been broken by a court- 
martial for cowardice We hear that Ed- 
ward West, Esq w ill be elected president of 
the directors of the East India company for 
the ensuing }ear It is reported that Cum 
nfKidore North will be sent with a squadron 
into the South Sea Captains East and 
South aie appointed by the lords of the ad- 
miralty commanders of two frigates, to sail 
on the discovery of the North-west passage 
Yesterday morning Sir John Summer, bar- 
onet, lay dangerously ill at his house in 
Spring-Garden, v^heve he is attended by Dr 
Winter , but there are no hopes ot hib reco- 
very Saturday last, Philip Frost, a dealei 
in gunpowder, died at ins house in Snow- 
hill, ot a fever caught by ovei heating him- 
self, in walking for a wager from No man's 
land to the World's End Last week Mr 
John Fog, teacher of astronomy in Rother- 
hithe, was married to the widow Fairwea- 
ther of Puddledock We hear from Bath, 
that on Thursday last a duel was fought on 
Landsdown, '6y Captain Sparrow and Rich- 
ard Hawke, Esq m which the latter was 
mortally wounded Friday last ended the 
sessions at the Old Bailey, when the follow- 
ing persons received sentence of death — 
Leonard Ijamb, for the murder of Julius 
Wolf, and Henry Grave, for robbing and 
ossaultmgDr whereby the said Death 
was put m fear of his life Giles Gosling, 
for defrauding Simon Fox of fear guineas 
and his watch, by subtle crafi, was trans- 
ported for seven years , and David Drink- 
water was ordered to be set in the stocks a^ 
an hahitoal drunkard Tim trial of Thomas 
Greeny whitster at Fulham, for a rape on 
the body of Fhzra WhiMe, a mulatto, was 
pat off till next sessioiw, on account of the 
absence of two materuU evidences, viz So- 
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rah Browrit clear-starcher of Ptmltco, and 
Anthony Blacky scarlet-dyor of Wand»~ 
worth I ask theo^ Peacock, whether a 
sensible foreigner, who understood the literal 
meaning of these names, which are all truly 
British, ^^ould not thmk ye were a nation of 
humourists, who delighted in cross^purposee 
and ludurous singularity'* But, indeed, ye 
am not more absurd in this particular than 
some of your neighbours 1 know a French- 

man of the name of Bouvier, which ei^idea 
cow-keeper^ pique himself upon his nomesse , 
and a general called Valavotr is said to have 
lost liis life by the whunsical impropriety of 
his surname, which signifies go and see * 
You may remember an Italian minister call- 
ed Grossa testa, or Great head, though m 
fact he had scarce any head at all That na- 
tion has, likewise, its Sforzas, Malatestas, 
Boccamgras, Porunas, Otudtces, its Co- 
lonnas, Muratonos, Medicts, and Qozzi 
endeavours, chuckle-heads, black muzzles, 
hag*,, judges, pillars, masons, leeches, and 
chubhy-chops Bpain has its Almohadas, 
Girones, Utrera*t, Ursinas, and Zajmtas ; 
signifying, cushions, gores, bullocks, bears, 
and sUpoers The Turks, in other resppets 
a faonsiblc people, fall into the same extrava- 
gance, with respect to the mlieritance of 
surnames An Armenian merchant, to whom 
1 once belonged at Aleppo, used to dine at 
the house of a cook, whose name was Cloek- 
maker , and the handsomest ichoglan in the 
bashaw’s seraglio was surnamed Crook-back 
If p may believe the historian Buck, there 
was the same impropriety m the same epi- 
t het bestowed upon Richard III King of Eng 
land, who, he say^, was one of the best made 
men ot the age in which he lived but here 
I must contradict the said Buck from my own 
knowledge Richard had, undoubtedly, one 
shoulder mgher than the other, and bis left 
arm was a little shrunk and contracted but 
notwithstanding the ungracious colours m 
which be has been drawn by the flatterers 
ot the house of Lancaster, I ( an assure thee. 
Peacock, thkl Richard was a pnnee of a verj*^ 
agreeable aspect, and excelled in every per- 
sonal accnmfdisbment , n&ithir was his lieart 
a stranger to the softer passions o'* tender- 
ness and pity The very night that preceded 
the battle of Bosworth, m which he lost his 
life, he went m disguise to the house of a 
farmci in the neighbourhood, to visit an in- 
fant son there boarded, who was the fruit of 
an amour between him and a young li^y of 
the first condition Upon this occasion, he 
embraced the child with all the marks of po* 

*TUe genet a1, taking a solitaiy^ walk in Ihe 
c\enmg, was qaestionei) by a sentinel and an- 

swered—** Va la vqtr ” The soldier, takt"? 
the words in a literal sense, I'cpeSted the el^l- 
lenge he was answered in the same manner , 
and being affronted, fired upon the general, m^lio 
fell dead on tlie spot 


terual affection , and, doubtful of the issue of 
the approaching battle, shed a flood of tears 
si parting from him, after having recommend 
ed him to the particular care of his nurse, to 
whom he gave money and jewels to a consi- 
derable value After the catastiopbe of 
Richard, thia house was plundered, and the 
nurse witB diflicuUy escaped to another part 
of the country , but as the enemies of Rich- 
ard now prevailed, she durst never reveal the 
secret of the boy’s birth , and he was bred up 
as her own sou to the trade of bricklaying,, 
in which character he lived and died at an 
advanced age in London Moreover, it is 
but justice m me, who constituted part of one 
of Richard’s yeomen of the guard, to assure 
thee that this prmcc was not so wicked and 
cruel as he has been represented The only 
share he liad in the death of his brother Cla- 
rence, was his forbearing to interpose in the 
behalf of that prince with their elder brother 
King Edvard IV who, m fact, was the 
greatefct brute of the whole family neither 
did ho poibon his OAm Wife, nor employ as- 
sassins to murder his two nephews in the 
T( wer Both the boys were given by Tyrrel 
in ( barge to a German Jew, with directions 
to breed them up as his own children, in ii 
remote country , and the eldest died of a fe- 
ver at Embden* and the other afterwards ap- 
peared as claimant of the English crown dl 
the world knows how he finished his career 
under the name of Perkin Warbeck* So 
much for tiie abuse of surnames, in the in- 
ve‘~tigation of which I might have used thy 
own by way of illustration , for, if thou and 
all thy generation were put to the rack, they 
would not be able to give any tolerable rea- 
son whv thou shouldbt be called Peacock ra- 
ther than Cl ab-louse But it is now high time 
to return to the thread of our narration. 
Tayclio, having considered the list of officers, 
witlioiit finding one name winch implied any 
active iirtuc, resolved that the choice should 
depend upon accident He hustled them all 
together in his cap, and putting m his hand 
at random, drew forth that of Hob-nob, a 
person who had grown old in obscurity, with- 
out e\er having found an opportunity of be- 
ing concerned m actual service His very 
name was utterly unknown to Fika-kaka; 
and this circumstance the orator considered 
as a lucky omen ' for the cnboy had stich a 
remarkatne knack at finding out the least 
qualified subjects, and overlooking merit, his 
new colleague concluded, not without some 
shadow of reason, that Hob-nob’s being un- 
known to the prime immster was a sort of 
negative presumption in' favour of his char- 
acter This officer was accordingly placed 
at the head of an armament, and sent against 
tlie island of Thin-quo, m the conquest of 
which he was to be supported by a squadren 
of fuue already in those latitudes, uhda; the 
command of the chief He-rhuron .. c 
The voyage was performed without less; 
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the troops were landed withoat opposition^ 
They already advanced towards a nsipg 
ground which commanded the principal town 
of thd island, and He-ruhmn had offered to 
land and draw (he artillery by the manners of 
his squadron, when Hob-nob had a drea^ 
which disconcerted all his measures He 
dreamed that he entertained all theislaodem 
10 the temple of the white horse , ahd that 
his own grandmother did the honours of the 
table Indeed he could not have performed 
a mater act of chanty^ for they were lite- 
rally in danger of perishing by faimne Hav- 
ing consult^ his interpreter on this extra- 
ordinary dream, he was given to understand 
that the omen was unlucky , that if he per- 
sisted in his hostilities, he himself would be 
taken pnsoner, and offered up as a sacniice 
to the idol of the place While he ruminated 
on this unfavourable response, the principal 
inhabitants of the island assembled, in order 
to deliberate upon their own deplorable situ- 
ation They had neither troops, arms, for- 
tifications, nor provision, and despaired of 
supplies, as the fleet of Japan surrounded 
the island In this emergency, they deter- 
mined to submit without opposition , and ap- 
pointed a deputation to go and make a tender 
of the island to general Hob-nob This de- 
putation, preceded by white flags of truce, 
the Japanese commander no sooner descried, 
than he thought upon the interpretation of 
his dream tie mistook the deputies with 
their white flags for the bonzas of the idol to 
which he was to be sacrificed, and, being 
sorely troubled in mind, ordered the troops 
to be immediately re-emharked, notwith- 
standing the exhortations of Ho-rhumn, and 
the remonstrances of Eha-rin-tiimm, the se- 
cond m command, who used a number of ar- 
imments to dissuade him from his purpose 
deputies, seeing the enemy m motion, 
made a halt , and afle}' they were fairly on 
board, returned to the town, singing hymns 
in praise of the idol Fo, who, they imagined, 
had confounded the understanding of' the 
Japanese general 

The attempt upon Thin-quo having thus 
miscarried, Hob-nob declared he would re- 
turn to Ja^ian , but was With difEculty per- 
suaded by the coinnnnder of the func and 
ins own second, to make a descent upon an- 
other island belonging to the Chinese, callod 
Qua chUf where they assured him he would 
meet with no opposition As he had no 
dream to deter him from this attempt, he 
ettffbred himself to be persuaded^ and actually 
made good bis landing, but the horror occa- 
eionea by the apparition of his grandmotbeT 
had made such an impression upon mind, 
as aflbctodhJS body Before jis was visited 
by anotSWe ‘Tision, he sickened and died,; 
and m b^naecpiepcc of his death, Rha-rin - 1 
tomm aiia’''Sl^irliumn mode a conquest of 
xhB island w Q,ua-chu, which was much 
more valuable than Tbm-quo, the first ai^ 


sole object of the expedition When the 
first news of this second descent arrived in 
Japan, the ministry were in the utmost con- 
fusion Mr Orator Tayebo did not scruple 
to declare that general Hob-nob had misoc- 
haved, first, in rdUnquishing Thin-qno upon 
such a frivolons pretence as the supposed 
nppantion of an old woman, secondly, m 
attempting the conquest of another place, 
which was not so much as mentioned in his 
mstrnctions The truth is> the importance 
of Q,ua-cbu was not known to the cabinet of 
Japan Fika-kaka believed it was some 
place on the continent of Tartary, and ex- 
claimed, in a violent passion, — “Rot the 
blockhead. Hob-nob , he’ll have an army of 
Chinese on his back m a twinkling When 
the president Soo-san-sm-o assured him that 
Qua-chu was a rich island at an immense 
distance from the continent of Tartary, the 
cuboy insisted upon kissing his excellencv’^ 
postenors for the agreeable information h^ 
had received In a few weeks arrived the 
tidings of the island’s being totally reduced 
by Rha-nn-turnm and He-rhumn Then 
the conquest was published throughout the 
empire of Japan, with every circumstani e 
of exaggeration The blatant beast brayed 
applause The rites of Fakku-basi were ce- 
lebrated with unusual solemnity , and hvranf 
of tnumph were sung to the glory of the 
great Taycho Even the cuboy arrogated to 
himself some share of the honour gamed b\ 
this expedition , inasmuch as the general 
Rha-nn-tumui was the brother of his friend 
Mr Secretary No-bo-dy Fika-kaka gave a 
grand entertainment at his palace, whore be 
appeared crowned with a garland of tlio 
tstkk-burastba^ or laurel of Japan , and cat 
so much of the soup of Joniku^ or famous 
swallow’s neU, that he was for three duj ^ 
troubled with fiatulcnpies and indigestion 
In the midst of all fins festivity, the empe- 
ror still growled and grumbled about Yesso 
His new ally Brut-an-tjfli had met with a 
variety of fortune, and even suffered som* 
shocks, which oratoi Taycho, with all his 
art, could not keep from the knowledge ot 
the dairo He^had been severely drubbed bv 
the Mantchoux, who had advanced for that 
purpose even to his court-yard but this was 
nothpig in comparison to another disaster, 
from which he had a hair-breadth escape 
The groat kham had employed one of his 
most wily and enterprising chiefs to seize 
by surprise, that he might be 
brought to justice, and executed as a folon 
and perturbator of the public peace Kunt- 
than, who was the partisan pitched upon for 
this service, practiced a thousand stratagems 
to decoy Brut-an-tiffi into a careless security, 
but he was still baffled b\r the vigilance of 
Yam-a*fcbeit, a famous soldisfr of fortune, 
who had en^od in the service of the out- 
lawed Tartar At length the opportunity 
offered, when this captain W'as sent out to 
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lay the country under contribution Then 
Kunt-than marching solely in the dead of 
night, cauglit Brut-an^tini napping He 
might have slum him upon the spot, but his 
orders were to take him alivo, that lie might 
be made a public examplf Accordingly, ms 
sentinels being dispatched, he was pulled out 
of bed, and his hands were already tied with 
cords, like those of a common malefactor, 
when, by his roaring and bellowing, be ^ve 
the alarm to Yam-a-khoit, who chanced to 
be in the neighbourhood, returning from his 
excursion lie made all the haste he could, i 
and came up in the very nick of time to save 
his master He fell upon the party of Kunt- 
than with such fury, that they were fain to ! 
quit their prey then he cut the fetters of | 
Brut-an-tifh, who took to his heels and fled { 
with incredible expedition, leaving his pre- 
server in the midst of his enemies, by wnom 
he was overpowered, struck from his horse, | 
and trampled to death The grateful Tartar j 
not only deserted his brave captain in such | 
extremity, but he also took care to asperse 
his memory, by insinuating* that Yam-a-khcit j 
h<id undertaken to watch him while he took 
his repose, and had himself fallen asleep 
upon his post, by whiph neglect of duty the 
()strog had been enabled to penetrate into 
his quarters *Tis an ill wind that blows | 
nobody good — ^the same disaster that de- 
prived him of a good officer, afforded him an 
opportunity to shift the blame of neglect from 
his own shoulders to those of a person who 
could not answer for himself In the same 
manner, ypur general A y acquitted him- 

self of the cliarge of misconduct for the 

attack of T a, by accusing his engineer, 

who, having fallen in the battle, could not 
contradict ins assertion In regard to the 
affair with the Mantchohx, Brut an-tiffi was 
resolved to swear truth out of Tartary by 
mere dint of impudence In the very article 
of running away, he began to propagate the 
report of Uie great victory he had obtained 
He sent the dairo a circumstantial detail of 
his own prowess, and expatiated upi)u the 
cowardice of the Manrehoux, who, he said, 
had vanished from him like quicksilver, at 
the very tune when they were quietly pos- 
sessed of the field of battle, and he himself 
was calling upon the mountains to cover 
him It must have been in imitation of this 
great original, that the inspector, of tytnpa- 
nitical memory, assured the public, in one of 
hiB lucubrations, that a certain tall Hibernian 
was afraid of looking him in the face, beciftiso 
the said poltroon had kicked his breech the 
night before in presence offi ve hundred people 
Fortune had now abandoned the Chinese 
in good earnest Two squadrons of their 
fune had been successively taken, destrwed, 
or dispersed by the Japanese comnianders, 
Or-nbos and Fas-khan, and they bad jipwt 
such a number of single pinks, that they 
were scarce able to keep the sea. On the 
6 H* 
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coast of Africa, they were driven from the 
seltlemeot of Kho-rhe by the commander 
Klia-felJ* In the extremity of Asia, they had 
an army totally defeated by the Japanebo 
Captain Khutt-whang, and many of their set- 
tlements were taken. In Fat8ts$io, they 
lost another battle to Yan^oui, and divers 
I strongholds In the neighbourhood of Yeseo, 
I Bron-xi-tic, who commanded the mercenary 
i army of Japan on that continent, had been 
obliged to retreat before the Chinese from 
post to pillar, till at length he found it abso- 
lutely necessary to maintain his position, 
even at the risk of being attacked by the 
enemy, that outnumbered him greatly He 
chose an advantageous post, where he 
thought himself secure, and went to sleep at 
his usual time of rest The Chinese general, 
resolving to beat up his quarters in the night, 
seloctod a body of horse for that purpose, 
and put them in motion accordingly It was 
happy for Bron-xi-tic that this detachment 
fell upon a quarter where there happened to 
be a kennel of Japanese dogs, which are as 
famous as the bull-dogs of England These 
animals, ever on the watch, not only gave 
the alarm, but at the same time felt upon the 
Chinese horses with such impetuosity, that 
the enemy were disordered, and had actually 
fled before Bron-xi4ic could bring up his 
troops to action All that be saw of the 
battle, when he came up, was a small num- 
ber of killed and wound^, and the cavalry 
of the enemy scampering off m confusion, 
though at a great distance IVoin the field 
No matter be fdund means to paint this 
famous battle of Myn-than in such colours 
OS dazzled the weak eye-sight of the Japanese 
monster, which bellowed hoarse applause 
through all Its throats, and in its hymns of 
triumph equalled Bron-iti-tic even to the un- 
conquerable Brut-an-tiffi, which last, about 
this time, received at his own door another 
beating from tbe Mantchoux, so severe, that 
he lay for some time without exhibiting any 
signs of life , and, indeed, owed his samty to 
a very extraordinary circumstance An 
Ostrog chief called Llha-dahn, who bad re- 
inforced tbe Mantchoux with a very consid- 
erable body of horse before tbe battle, 
insisted upon carrying off the carcase of 
Brut-an-tifli, that it muglit he hung up on a 
gibbet m terrarem^ before the pavilion of the 
great kham The general of the Mantciioux, 
on the other hand, declared he would have 
It flayed upon the spot, and the skin sent as 
a trophy to his sovereign This dispute 
produced a great deal of betwixt those 
barbarians , and it was witih difiSculty some 
of their inf^ior chiefs, who were wiser than 
themselves, prevented them from going by 
the ears together In a word, the confusion 
and anarchy that endued afforded an oppor- 
tunity to one of "Bnit-an^tiffl^s partizans to 
steal away the Imdy of his master, whom the 
noise of th^ epntest had just roused from lua 
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swfimi Llha-dahn, perceiving he was gone, a kind of hysteric fit, and uttered a yell so 
fode off sa disgust with all hiB cavalry; and loud and horrible, that the blindfold dairo 
'the Mantchoux, instead of following the trembled in the most internal recesses of his 
Uow« made a rctrogade motion towards their palace the cuboy Fika-kaka had such a pro- 
- 'own country, which allowed BruUan^ifiSi fuse evacuation, that the discharge is said to 
time to breathe IVee enccessive disasters have weighed five liill-ah, equal to eight and 
of this kind would have been auffidient to forty pounds three ounces and two penny- 
lower the military character of any warrior, weights avoirdupois of Great Britain Even 
in the opinion of any public that judged from Taycho himself was discomposed In vain 
their own senses and reflection , but by this he presented the draught of yeast, and the 
time tlie Japanese had quietly -resigned all goblet of blood — in vain his pipers soothed 
their natural perceptions, and paid the most the ears, and histall fellows tickled the nose 
implicit faith to Qvery article broached by of the blatant beast It continued to howl 
their apostle Taycho« The more it seemed and grin, and gnash its teeth, and writhe 
to contradict common reason and common itself into a thousand contortions, as if it had 
evidence, the more greedily was it swallowed been troubled with that twisting of the guts 
as a mystenous dogma of the political creed called the iliac passion Taycho began to 
Taycho then assured them that the whole think its case desperate, and sent for the 
army of the Mantchoux was put to the sword, dairo’s chief physician, who prescribed a 
and that Bron-xi-tic would carry the war glyster of the distilled spirit analogous to 
within three weeks into the heart of China your geneva, but no apothecary nor old 
he gave them goblets of horse-blood from woman in Meai o would undertake to admin- 
Myti-than, and tickled their ears and their isteriton any consideiation, the patient was 
noses, they snorted approbation, licked his such a filthy, awkward, lubberly, unmanage- 
toes, and sunk into a profound lethargy able beast “ If what comes from its mouth,” 
Prom this, however, they were soon said they, “be foul, virulent, and pestilential, 
aroused W enweloome tidings from Fatsis- how nauseous, poisonous, and intolerable 
810 Yaftrai had proceeded in his route must that be which takes the other course 
until he was stopped by a vast lake, which When Taycho's art and foresight were at a 
he could not possibly traverse without boats, stand, accident came to his assistance A 
eork-jackets, or some such expedient, which courier arrived, preceded by twelve postilions 
could not be supplied ^for that campaign blowing horns , and he brought the news that 
Ya-loff had sailed up the river to Quib-quab, Qmb^quab was taken The orator com- 
which he found so strongly iortified by na- manded them to place their horns within as 
ture, that it seemed rashness even to attempt many of the monster’s long ears, and blow 
a landing, especially in th^ face of an enemy with all their might, until it should exhibit 
more numerous than fais own detachment some signs of hearing The experiment 
Land, however, he did, and even attacked a succeeded* This hydra wnking from its 
fortified camp of the Chinese, but, in spite trance, opened its eyes , and Taycho seizing 
of all his efforts, he was repulsed with con- this opportunity, hallooed in his loudest 
siderable slaughter He sent an account of tone, — “ Quib-qiiab Is taken ” This note 
this miscarriage to Taycho, giving him to being repeated, the bea^t started up, then 
understand, at the same time, that he had raising itself on its hind legs, began to wag 
received no intelligence of Yaff-rai’s motions its tail, to frisk and fawn, to lick Tayclio’s 
that his troops were grcatl} diminished , that sweaty socks , in fine, crouching on its belly, 

< the season was too far advanced to keep the it took the orator on its back, and, proceed- 
iield much longer , and that nothing was left ing through the streets of Meaco, brayed 
them but a choice of difiiculties, every one atoud^ — “ Make way for the divine Taycho* 
of which seemed more insurmountable than Make way for the conqueror of Quib-quab*” 
another Taycho having deliberated on this But the pliant Ya-loff, the real conqueror 
subject, thought it was necessary to prepare of Q^nh-quab, was no more He fell in the 
the monster fbr the worst that could happen, battle by which the conquest was achieved, 
as he now expected to hear by the first yet not before he saw victory declared in his 
l^poTtunity that the grand expedition of favour He bad made incredible efforts to 
^ Fatsissio had totally miscarried He resblv- surmount the difficulties that surrounded him 
ed, therefore to throw the blame upon the At length he found means to scale a perpen- 
' shonlders of Ya-loff and Yaff-rai, and stigma- dicular rock, which the enemy had left 
them as the creatures of Fika-koka, who un^arded, on the supposition that nature 
had hither ability to comprehend the m- had made it inaccessible This exploit was 
stmctioOs be had given, nor resolution to performed in the night, and in the mornings 
execute the plan he had projected. For this the Chinese saw his troops drawn up m 
purpose he ascended the rostrum, and, with order of battle on the plains of Quib-quab 
a rueful length of face, opened his harangue As their numbers greatly exceeded the Japa- 
upon the ideffiat of Ya-loff The hydra no nese, they did not deolinie the trial, and m a 
sooner understood that the troops of Japan little time both armies were engaged The 
hajjften diacomfited, than it was seised with t contest, however, was iiot of long duration, 
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though It proved fatal to the general on each 
side Ya-lofi" being alam, the command 
devolved upon Tohn-syp, ivho pursued the 
enemy to the walls of Q^nb^uab, which was 
next day surrendered to him by capitulation 
Nothing was now seen and heard in the 
capital but jubilee, triumph, and intoxication; 
and indeed the nation had not for some cen* 
tunes seen such an occasion for joy and 
satisfaction The only person that did not 
heartily rejoice was the dairo Got-bama-baba 
By tins time he was so tartanzed, that he 
grudged his subjects every advantage obtain- 
ed in Fatsissio , and when Fika-kal>'a hob- 
bled up to him with the news of the victoiy^ 
instead of saluting him with the kick of 
approbation, he turned his back upon him, 
saying, — “ Boh ’ boh ’ What do you tell me 
of Quib-quab The damned Chinese are stiU 
on the frontiers of Yesso ” As to the 
beast, it was doomed to undergo a variety 
of agitation Its present gambols were in- 
terrupted by a fresh alarm from China It 
was reported that two great armamentb were 
equipped for a double descent upon the 
dominions of Japan , that one of these had 
already sailed north about for the island of 
Xicoco, to make a diversion in favour of the 
other, which, being the most considerable, 
was designed for the southern coast of Japan 
These tidings, which were not without foun- 
dation, liad such an effect upon the multitu- 
dinous monster, that it was first of all seized 
with an universal shivering Its teeth 
chattered so loud, that the sound was heard 
at tlie distance of half a league , and for some 
tune it was struck dumb During this 
paroxysm, it crawled silently on its belly to 
a sand-hill just without the walls of Meaco, 
and began to scratch the earth with great 
eagerness and pciseveianco Some p( oplc 
imagined it was digging for gold, but the 
truth IS, the beast was making a hole to hide 
itself from the eneraj , whom it durst not look 
in the face for it must be observed of this 
beast, It was equally timorous and cruel, 
equally cowardly and insolent So hard it 
laboured at this cavern, that it had actually 
burrowed itbelf all but Uie tad, yhen its good 
angel Tuycho whistled it out, with the iiewa 
of another complete victory gained over the 
(/liincBO at sea by the sey-seo-gun Plial- 
kltan, who had sure enough discomfited 
or destroyed the great armament of the 
enemy As for the other small squadron 
winch hod steered the northerly course to 
Xicoco, It was encountered, defeated, tatfbn, 
and brought into the harbours of Japan, by 
three light fune, under the command of a 
young chief called Hel-y-otte, who happened 
to be cruising on that part of the coast 
The beast hearuig Taycho’a auspipious 
whistle, crept out with its buttocks foremost , 
and, having done him homage in the usual 
style, began to re-act its former extravagan- 
cies It now considered this demagogue as 
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the supreme giver of all good, and adored 
him accordingW Tlie ap^de Bupo was no 
longer invoked The temple of Faku-basi 
was almost forgotten, and the bonaas were 
umversaJjv despised The praise of tlie 
prophet Taycho bad swallowed up all other 
worship Let us inquire how ihr he-mented 
this adioratton, bow justly the unparalleled 
success of this year was ascribed to his con- 
duct and sagacity Cho-rhe was tal&en by 
Kba-fell, and Quil^quab by Ya-lofiTand Tbon- 
mi By land the Chinese were defeated in 
Fatsissio by Yan-o-ni, in the extremity of 
Asia .by Khutt-whang, and m Tartary by the 
Japanese boll-dogs, without command or di- 
rection At sea one of their squadrons had 
been destroyed by Or-iibos, a second by Fas- 
khan, a third was taken by Hel-y-otte, a 
fourth was worsted and put to flight in three 
successive engagements near the land of 
Kaiutschatkd by the chief Bak-kakii, and 
their grand armament defeated by the sey- 
seo-gun Phal-khan But Klia^fell was a 
stranger to orator Taycho, Ya-Ioff he had 
never seen , the bull-dogs had been collected 
at random from the shambles of Meaco , he 
had never heard of Yan-o-nfs name, till he 
distinguished himself by bis first victory , nor 
did he know there w^os any sUch person as 
Kliutt-w hang existing^ As for Or-nnos, Fas- 
khan, Phal-Tthan, and Bak-kakh, they had 
been sey-seo-gun$ in constant employment 
under the former administration , and the 
youth Hcl-y-otlo owed his promotion to Uie 
interest of his own taraily But it maj be 
alleged tliat Taycho projected iii his closet 
those pKiis that were (rowricd with succesh 
We have scon how he mutilated and frittered 
the original campaign in Fatsissio, so as to 
leave it at the caprice of fortune The re- 
duction of Cho-rhe was part of the, design 
formed by the banyan Thum-khumm^qua 
which Taycho did all that lay in his power to 
render abortive The plan of operations in 
the extremity of Tartary he did not pretend 
to meddle with , it was the concern of the 
officers appointed by the trading company 
there settled , and as to the advantages ob- 
tained at sea, they naturally resulted from 
the disposition of cruizes, made and regu- 
lated by the board of sey-seo^unsiality, with 
which no ministor ever interfered lie might 
jndecd have recalled the chiefs and officers 
whom he found already appointed when he 
took the reins of administration, and filled 
their places with others of his own choosing 
How far he was qualified to make such a 
choice, and plan new expeditions, appears 
from tlie adventuiee of the generals he did 
appoint , Moria-tanti, who was deterred from 
landing by a perspe^ive view of whifckcrs , 
Hylib-bib, who l6fl his jrearm the lurch , and 
Hob-nob, who made such a masterly retreat 
from the 8Upposedbonz$8 of Thin-quo These 
three were literilly commanders of his own 
creation, mnployea m executing schemes of 
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projecting, and tbeae three ,^re expense, whereas Japan could not maintain 
m iBi^ly generals be madey and the it without contracting yearly immense loads 
military plans he projected^af we exc^tt^ of debt, which mi»t have crashed it at the 
grand scheme of si^ldtzing Bfut»an4«ti^, and^ long-run. It was the business of the Chinese, 
fohning an army of one htmdied theqsaod therefore, not to finish the wat in Tartary by 
men in Tartoiy, for the defence of the fertn tahing the form of Yesso, because, in that 
of Yesso Things being so cmccmstanced, case, the annual expense of it would have 
It may be easily conoeive^^at the orator been sated to Japan , but to heep it alive by 
could ask nothing Wideh tne.mehRe woidd ibrced marches* predatory excursions, and 
ventura to andt|Mlsedhetriedliis in^ undecisive actions, and this was precisely 

fiuence to tim utm(»it^S£sefeh:' hemmed the the Interest of General Bron-xj-tic, who, in 
dugs of the monster tm the blood came For the eontinttancd of the war, enjoyed the con- 
the service of the ensuing year, he squeezed tinitance of all his emoluments All that he 
from them nearly twelve millions of obans, had to do, then, waste furnish Taycho from 
amounting to near twenty-four millions ster- lime to time with a cask of human blood, for 
ling, about four times as much as bad ever the entertainment of the blatant beast , and 
been raised by the empire of Japan in any to send over a few horse tails, as trophies of 
former war But by this time Taycho was pretended victories, to be waved before the 
become not only a convert to the system of monster in its holiday processions He and 
Tartary, wlbch he had ibrmeriy persecuted, the Chinese general seemed to act in con- 
hot also an enthusiast in lOve and admiration cert They advanced and retreated in turns 
of Brut-an-UfB, wim had lately sent him his betwixt two given lines, and the campaign 
poetical works in a present This, however, always ended on the same spot where it be- 
would have been of no use, as he could not gan The only difference between them was 
read them, had not he discovered that they in the motives of their conduct , the Chinese 
were printed on a yeiy fine, soft, smooth commander acted for the benefit of his sove- 
Chinese paper, laade of silk, which he hap- roign, and Bron-xi-tic acted for his own 
pily converted to another fundamental pur- Tlie continual danger to which the farm of 
pose* tn return for this compliment, the Yesso was exposed, produced such appre- 
orator sent him a'buUock’s horn bound with hensions and chagrin in the mind of the dairo 
brass, value fifteen pence, which had long Got-hama-baba, that his health began to de- 
served him as a pitch-pipe when he made ha- dine He neglected his food antniis rattle, 
rangues to tlm mobile it was the same kind and no longer took any pleasure in kicking 
of instrufedut whicli Horace desenbes, tibta the cuboy He frequently muttered ejacula- 
vinctaortohalco And pray take notice, Pea- tions about the farm of Yesso , nav, once or 
cock, this was the only present Taycho over twice, in the transports of his impatience, he 
txistowed on i any man, woman, or child, pulled the bandage from his eyes, and cursed 
through the whole course of bis life, I mean nTaycho in the Tartanan language At 
out of his own pocket , for he was extremely length he fell into a lethargy, and, even when 
liberal of the public money, in his subsidies roused a little by blisters and caustics, seem- 
to the ^Tartar chiefs, and in the prosecution ed insensible of every thing that was done 
of the <var upon that continent The orator about him These blisters were raised by 
was a genius self-taught, without the help burning the moxa upon bis scalp The pow- 
of human institution He affected to under- der of menoht was also injected in a glyster , 
value all men of literary talents ^ and the only and the operation of acupuncture, called sen- 
Dook he ever read with any degree of plea^ hex, performed without effect His disorder 
8ure» was a collection of rhapsodies preached was so stubborn, that the cuboy began to 
by one Ab-ren-thi, an obscure fiuiatic bonza, think he was bewitched, and suspected Tay- 
a nai^ive of the island of Xicoco. Certain it cho of having practised sorcery on his sover- 
is, nature seemed to have ptoduued him fer eigO, He ^mmunicated this suspicion to 
tho'sole purpose of fascinating Ule mob, ami Mtira-clami, who shook his head, and advis- 
ondued him with faculties accordm^y «d that, vVith the orator’s good leave, the 
Notwithstanding all hts efforts in behalf council should be consulted Taycho, who 
ot the Tartanan scheme, the Chinese still had gained an absolute empire over the mind 
lingered on the frontiers of Y^so 1%e of the dairo, and could not foresee how his 
views of the court of Pekm exactly coincided interest might stand with his successor, was 
i^ritli the interest of Bron-xi-tic^ the merq^ heartfly disposed to concur in any feasible 
general of Japan, The Chinese, expemnent for the recovery of 6ot-hama- 
•finmfed at the unheard-of hpccess -cf Jar bana , he therelbre consented that the mouths 
jmnese m Fatsissio and^oth^ parfe of the of the couneil should be unpadlocked pro Aac 
gldt^ ^tod extremely moi^fied at the do- : lOfce, and the members were assembled wi€h- 
stinetm nf their fleets and the ram of their out delay , with this express proviso, howev- 
commero^, saw no other way of distressing er, that they were to confine their delibera- 
tho enet^, but that of prolonging the war^n tiong to the sublet of the dairo and hig dis- 
the contmemt of Tartary, which they could temper By this time the physicians had 
support for little more than their ordinary diseovered the cause of the disorder, which 
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was no other than his being stung by a poi- though jt depnvoii the whole coan^l of their 
sonouB insect produced in Sie land of Yesso, heanng for some time The third essay was 
analogous to the'taraatula» which m said to made by Fika-kaka > first with a ratUe and 
do BO much nuschief msome parts of Apug- then wHh tongs and gndiron, which last was 
lia, as we are told by JSlian* Epiphanms his favourite music; hut here it fiuled, to his 
Ferdinandus, and Baglivi In both cases the great surprise and consternation. Sti*phi> 
only eifectueZ remedv was music , and now rum-poo brought the cner of Ins court to 
the council was called to determine what promulgate a decree against Yesso, in a voice 
sort of music should be administered. You that is wont to make Ihe culprit tremble ; but 
must know, Peacock^ the Japanese are but tlie dairo was fi>iind t^orsuius. Nin<^cnm- 
mdi/Ferently skilled in this art» thou^ m poo-po blew a blast with a kind of boat- 
general they affect to be connoisseurs^ They swain’s whistle^ which discomposed the 
are utterly ignorant of the theory, and m the whole audience without affecting the empe- 
practice are excelled by all their neighbours^ tor Fok-si-toku said he would try his im- 
the Tartars not excepted For my own part, porial m^^esty with the sound which he had 
1 studied music under Pythagoras at Crete- always been known to prefer to every species 
na He found the scale of seven tones im- of music , and pullmg out a huge purse of 
perfect, and added the octave as a fixed, sen- golden obans, began to chmk them in his ear 
sible, and intelli^nt termination of an inter* This experiment so far succeeded, that the 
val, which included every possible division, dairo was perceived to smde, and even to 
and determined all the relative differences of contract one hand but further efiect it had 
sounds , besides, he tauo;ht us how to ex- nc At last Goto-mio starting up, threw 
press the octave by &c du: But why a small quantity of uurumyh/mmcma into the 
should I talk to thee of the ancient digram- fire, which went off with such an explosion, 
ma, the genera, &.c of music, which, with that in the same instant Fika*kaka fell flat 
their colours, were constructed by a division upon his face, and Got^hama-baba started 
of the diatessaron Thou art too dull and ig- upright in his bed. This, however, was no 
norant to comprehend the chromatic species, more than a convulsion that put aU end to his 
the construction of the tetrachord, the Phry- life , for he fell back again, and expired in 
gian, the Lydian, and other modes of the an- the twinkling of an eye As for the cuboy, 
cient mu|^ , and for distinction of ear, thou thougli he did not die, he underwent a sur^ 
mightcstlR justly ranked among the bra>- prising tranMbrmation or metamorphosis, 
mg tribe that graze along the ditches of which I sh0 record in due season 
Tottenham-court, or Ilock-ley-rthe-hole I Taycho was no sooner certified that Got- 
know that nothing exhilarates thy spirits so hama^baba bad actually breathed his last, 
much as a sonata on the salt-box, or a con- than he vanished from the council in the 
cert of m’arrow bones and cleavers The twinkling of an eye, and mounting the beast 
ears of the Japanese were much of the same whose name is I^egzon, rode full speed to the 
texture and their music was suited to their habitation of Gto~gw, the successor and de^ 
ears They neither excelled in the melo- scendant of the deceased dairo Gio-gio was 
pcBia, and rhyme or cadence , nor did they a young prince who had been industriously 
know any thing of the true science of har- sequestered from the public view, and ex- 
mony, compositions in parts, and those com- eluded firom aY dbare ih the affairs of state 
binatious of sounds, the invention of which, by the jealousy of the last emperor He 
with the improvement of the scale, is or- lived retired under the wings of his grand- 
roneously ascribed to a Benedictine monk mother, and had divers preceptors to teach 
Tlie truth is, the ancients understood com- him the rudiments of every art but the art of 
position perfectly well Their scale was reigmng Of aJl those who superintended his 
founded upon perfect consonances., thev education, ho who insinuated lumself the 
weic remarkably nice in tempSrmg sounds, farthest in his favour was one Yak^strot, from 
and had reduced their intervals and concords the mountoins of Ximo, who valued himself 
to mathematical demonstration much upon the ancient blood that run in his 

But, to return to the council of twenty- veins, and still more upon his elevated ideas 
eight, they convened in the same apartment of patriotism Yak-sfrot was honest at bot- 
where the dairo lay , and as the business was tom, but proud, reserved, vain and affect- 
to determine what kind of music was most ed He had a turn for nick-nacks and gun- 
likely to make an impression on his organs, cracks, and once made and mounted an iron 
every member came provided with his expe- j^ck and a Wooden clock with his own hands 
dient Fir«t and foremost, Mr Orator Tay- But it was his misfortune to set up for acon- 
cho pronounced on oration upon the exed- noisseur in jmintmg and other liberal arts, 
lencies of the land of Yesso, of energy as < and to announce himself an umversal patron 
(the cuboy said) sufficient to draw the moon i of genius. He did not fail to infuse h.8 own 
from her sphere it drew nothing, however, notions and conceit^ into the tender mind of 
from the patient but a single groan then the Gio-gio, who gradually imbibed bis turn of 
fatrman caused a drum to beat, without pro- thinking, and followed the studies which he 
ducing any effect at all upon the dairo , recomineanded. With respect to his lessons 
89 
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on the art of government, he reduced them to 
a very few simple principles His maxims 
were these —That the emperor of Japan 
ou^t to cherish the established religion, both 

S precept and example that he ought to 
oJish corruption, discourage Action, and 
balance the two parties, by adnnttixig an 
equal number from each to places and of- 
fices of trust m the administration that he 
should make peace as soon as possible, even 
in despite of the public, which seemed msen* 
sible of the burden it sustained, and was in^ 
deed growing delirious by the illusions of 
Taycho, and the cruel evacuations he had 
prescnbed that he should retrench all su- 
perfluous expmise in his household and go- 
vernment, and detach himself entirely from 
the accursed farm of Yesso, which some evil 
genius had fixed upon the breech of Japan, 
as a cancerous ulcer, through which all 
her blood and substance would be discharged 
These maxims were generally just enou^ in 
speculation, but some of them were alto- 
gether impracticable , — ^for example, that of 
forming an administration equally composed 
of the two factions, was as absurd as it would 
be to yoke two stone-horses and two jack- 
asses in the same carnage, which, instead 
of drawing one way, would do nothing but 
uite and kick one another, while the machine 
of government would stand stock-still or 
perhaps be torn m pieces by tlieir dragging 
m opposite directions The people of Japan 
had been long divided between two invete- 
rate parties known by the name of ShiMtlk- 
ums^hett and She^tt^kums^huHl , the first 
signifying more fool than knave, and the 
other, more knave titan fool Each had 
predominated in its turn, by securing a ma- 
fority m the assemblies of the peo^e , for 
the inmority had always interest to force 
IhernBelves into the administration , because 
the constitution being partly democratic, the 
dairo was still obliged to truckle to the pre- 
vailing faction To obtain this majority, 
each side had employed every art of corrup- 
tion, calumny, infatuation, and priestcraft, 
for nothing is such an effectual ferment in all 
popular commotions as religious fanaticism 
No sooner one party accomplished its aim, 
than It reprobated the other, branding it with 
the epithets of traitors to their country, Or 
traitors to their pnnee , while the minority 
retorted upon them the charges of corrup- 
tion, rapaciousness, and abject servility In 
short, botli parties were equally abusive, 
corous, uncandid, and illiberal Tayebo 
had been of both factions more than once 
Jte made bis first appearance as a 8k%t-ttlk- 
in the minority, and displayed his 
talebt for scurrility against the dairo to such 
adyaniag^y that an old rich hag, who loved 
nothing ao well as money, except the gfati- 
fication of her revenge, made him a present 
of five thousand obans, on condition be should 
continue to revile the dairo till his dymg^day 


After her death, the ministry, intimidated by 
the boldness of hia tropes, and the fame he 
began to acquire as a malcontent orator, 
made such offers as he thought proper to ac- 
cept , and then he turned SkeM-kums-huttl 
Bemg disgusted m the sequel, at his own 
want of importance in the council, he opened 
once more at the head of his old friends the 
ShttMlk-^ums-huMes , and once more he 
deserted them to rule the roast, as the chief 
of the Ske-tt~kum8*ht^lttes, in which pre- 
dicament be now stood And, indeed, this 
was the most natural posture in which he 
could stand , for this party embraced all the 
scum of the people, constituting the blatant 
beast, which his tedents were so peculiarly 
adapted to manage and govern Another 
impracticable maxim of Yak-strot was the 
abolition of corruption, the ordure of which 
is as necessary to anoint the wheels of go- 
vernment in Japan, as grease is to smear the 
axletrce of a loaded wagon His third im- 
politic (though not impracticable) maxim, 
was that of making peace while the populace 
were intoxicated with the steams of blood, 
and elated with the shows of triumph Be 
that as It will, Gio-gio, attended by Yak- 
strot, was drawing plans ot windmills, when 
orator Taycho, opening the door, advanced 
towards him, and, falling on his knees, ad- 
dressed him m these words — “ The empire 
of Japan, magnanimous prince 'VBeinbIcs, 
at this instant, a benighted traveller, who, by 
the light of the star Hesperus continued his 
journey without repining, until that glorious 
luminary setting, left him bewildered in dark- 
ness and consternation bd^ scarce had he 
time to bewail his fate, when the more glo- 
rious sun, the ruler of a fresh day, appealing 
on the tops^ of the eastern hills, dispelled his 
terrors with the shades of night, and filled 
his soul with transports of pleasure and de- 
light The illustrious Got-hama-baba, of 
honoured memory, is the glorious star which 
hath set on our hemisphere His soul, which 
took wing about two hours ago, is now hap- 
ily nestled m the bosom of the blessed 
lupo ; and you, my pnnee, are the more glo- 
nouB rising sun, whose genial influence will 
cheer the enf^ire, and gladden the hearts of 
your faithful Japanese I therefore hail your 
succession to the throne, and cry aloud, Long 
live the ever-glorious Gio-gio, emperor of 
the three islar^ of Japan ” To this saluta- 
tion the beast below brayed hoarse applause , 
and all present kissed the hand of t^ new 
em^ror, who, kneeling before Ins venerable 
grrandame, craved her blessing, desiring tlie 
benefit of her prayers, that God would make 
him a good kin^ and establish his throne in 
righteousness Tiien he ascended his chanot, 
accompanied by the orator and his beloved 
Yak-strot, and, proceeding to the palace of 
Meaco, was proclaimed with the usual cere- 
monies, his relation the fatzman and other 
|)rinces of the blood assiedngon this occasion 
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The first step he took after his elevation, 
was to pablmh a decree, or rather exhortation, 
to honour religion and the honzas and this 
was no impolitic expedient « for it firmly at- 
tached that numerous and powerful tribe to 
his interest His next measnres did not seem 
to he directed by the same spirit of discretion. 
He admitted a parcel of raw boys, and even 
some individuals of the faction of Shutilk^ 
ums-hett into his council ; and though Tavcho 
still continued to manage the reins or ad- 
ministration, Yak-strot was associated with 
him in office, to the great scandal and dis- 
satisfaction of the Niphonites, who hate all 
the Xunians with a mixture of jealousy and 
contempt # 

Fika-kaka was not the last who paid his 
respects to his new sovereign, by whom he 
was graciously received, although he did not 
seera quite satisfied , because, when he pre- 
sented himself in his usual attitude, he had 
not received the kick of approbation New 
reigns, new customs this dairo never 
dreamed of kicking those whom he delighted 
to honour It was a secret of state which 
had not yet come to his knowledge, and 
Yak-strot had always assured him, that kick- 
ing the breech always nUd everywhere implied 
disgrace, as kicking ttte parts before betokens 
ungovernable passion Yak-strot, however, 
in this particular, seems to have been too 
confined ih his notions of the etiquette , for it 
had been the custom time immemorial for the 
dairos of Japan to kick their favourrtes and 
prune ministers Besides, there are at this 
day different sorts of kicks usi d even in Eng- 
land, without occasioning any diMhonour to 
4he ktchee It is sometiiUes a misfortune to 
be kicked out of place, but no dishonour A 
man is often kicked up m the way of prefer- 
ment, in order that his place may be given to 
a person of more interest Then there is the 

amorous kick, called ktck*um-jennyr whicii 
every gallant undergoes with pleasure hence 
the old English appellation of ktcksy-mcksy, 
bestowed on a wanton leman who knew all 
her paces As for the familiar kick, it is no 
other than a mark of friendship , nor is it 
more dishonourable to be cuffed and cudgelled 
Every body knows that the alftpa, or box o’ 
the ear, among the Romans, was a particular 
mark of favour by w Inch their slaves were 
made free and tlie favourite gladiator, when 
he obtained his dismission from the service, 
was honoured with a sound cudgelling, this 
being the true meaning of the phrase rude 
donatus In the times of chivalry, the kngifbt, 
when dubbed, was well thwacked across the 
shoulders by his godfather in arms. Indeed, 
dubhtns( IS no other than a corruption of 
drubbing It was the custom formerly here 
and elsewhere, for a man Co drub his son or 
apprentice as a mark of his freedom, and of 
his being admitted to the exercise of arms 
The Paraschistes, who practised embalmtng 
in Egypt, which was counted a very honour- 1 
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able profession, was always severely drubbed 
after the operation, by the fnends and rela- 
tions of the defunct , and to this d^, the 
patriarch of the Greeks once a-year, on Easter 
eve, when he carries out the sacred fire from 
the holy sepulchre of Jerusalem, is heartily 
cudgelled by the infidels, a certain number 
of whom he hires for that purpose , and he 
thinks himself very unhappy and much dis- 
graced, if he IS not beaten into all the colours 
of the rainbow You know the quakers oi 
this Gountiy think it no dishonour to receive 
a slap-o’-the face , but when you smite them 
on one cheek, they present the other, that it 
may have the same salutation The vener- 
able father Lactantius falls out with Cicero 
for sajning, — A good man hurts nobody un- 
less he 18 justly provoked nisi lat^essitur 
tnjuria “ O,” cries tlie good father, “ quam 
simphcem veramque, senlenltam duorum 
verborum adjecttouc corruptt * — non minus 
enim malt esU referre injurtam, quam 
tnferre ” The great philosopher Socrates 
thought It no disgrace to be kicked by Ins 
wife Xantippe , nay, he ib said to jiave under- 
gone the same discipline from other people 
without making the least resistance it being 
his opinion that it was more courageous, 
consequently more honourable, to bear a 
drubbing patiently, than to attempt any thing 
either m the way of self-defence or retalia- 
tion The judicious and learned Puffendorf, 
in hib book De Jure Gentium et Naturale^ 
declares that a man’s honour is not so fragile 
as to be hurt either by a box on the car or a 
kick on the breech, otherwise it would be in 
the power of every saucy fellow to diminish 
or infringe it It mu'st be owned, indeed, 
Grotius, De Jure Belli et Pacts, says, that 
chanty does not of itself require our patiently 
suffering such an affront The English have, 
with a most servile imitation, borrowed their 
nto, as well as other modes, from the 
ench nation Now, kicking and cuffing 
were counted infiimous among those people 
for these reasons a box on the ear destroys 
the whole economy of their fmsure, upon 
which they bestow the greatest part of their 
time and attention , and a kick on the breech 
IB attended with great pain and danger, as 
they are generally subject to the piles This 
IS so truly the case, that they have no les*? 
than two saints to piatronire and protect the 
individuals affected with this disease One 
IS St Fiacre, who was a native of the king- 
dom of Ireland He presides over the blind 
piles The other is a female saint, Htemorr’ 
koissa, and she comforts those who are dis- 
tressed with the bleeding piles No wonder, 
therefore, that a Frenchman put to the tor- 
ture by a kick on those tender parts should 
be provoked to vengeance, and that this 
vengeance should gradually become an article 
in their system of punctilio 
But to return to the thread of my narra- 
tion. Whatever inclination the dairo and 
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Yftk-Btrot had to xeBtore thq blessiogs of now thought proper to send it to sea in the 
pe&tie, they did not tlunk proper as yet to beginning of wmter , but it was soon driven 
oombat the disposition and scbeoied of oiidor back in great distress, by contraiy winds and 
Taycho , m consequence of whose remon- storms —and this was all the monster had 
strances, the tributiuy treaty was immediately Ibr its ten millions of obans 
renewed with Brut-an-tiffi, and Gio-gio While Taycho amused the mobile with this 
declared in the assembly of the people, that winter expedition, Yak^strot resolved to plan 
he was determined to support that ilWnous the scheme of economy which he had pro- 
ally, and carry on the war with vigour By jected He d/smissed from the dairo’s ser- 
this time the Chinese were in a manner vice about a dozen of cooks and scullions , 
expelled from their elnef settlmnents m shut up one of the kitchens, after having sold 
Fatsissio, where they now retained nothing tlio grates and irons, spits and saucepans , 
but an inconsiderable \}dony» which would deprived the servants and officers of the 
have submitted on the first summons but household of their breakfast, took away their 
this Taycho left as a nest-egg to produce a usual allowance of oil and candles , retrenched 
new brood of disturbances to the Japanese their tables^, reduced# their proportion of 
settlements, that they might not rust with too drink , and persuaded his •pupil the dairo to 
much peace and security To be plain’ with put himself upon a diet ot soup-meagre 
you. Peacock, his thoughts were entirely thickened with oatmeal In a few days there 
alienated from this Fatsissian war, in which was no smoke seen to ascend from the 
tjhe interest of this country was chiefly con- kitchens of the palace , or did any fuel, torch, 
cemed, and converted wholly to the continent or taper, blaze in the chimneys, courts, and 
of Tartary, where all his cares centered m apartments thereof, which now became the 
schemes tor the success of his friend Brut- habitation of cold, darkness, and hunger 
an-tiffi This freebooter had lately under- Gio-gjo himself, who turned peripatetic phi- 
gone strange vicissitudes of fortune He had losopher, merely to keep himself in heat, 
seen hts chief village possessed and plundered fell into a wash-tub as he groped his way in 
by the enemy ; but he found means, by sur- the dark through one of the lower galleries 
prise, to beat up their quarters in the begin- Two of his body-guards had their whiskers 
ning of wmter, which always proved his best gnawed off by the rats, as they slept in his 
ally, because then the Mantchoux Tartars anti-chamber , and their captain presented a 
were obliged to retire to their own country, petition^ declaring, that neither he nor his 
at a vast distance from the seat of war As men could undertake the defence of his im- 
forBron-xi-tic,who commanded the Japanese penal majesty's person, unless fheir former 
army on that continent, he continued to play allowance of provision should be restored 
booty with the Chinese general, over whom They and all the mdividoals of the household 
he was allowed to obtain some petty advan- were not only punished in their bellies, but 
tages, which, with the trophies won by Brut- likewise curtailed in their clothing, and 
an-tiffi, were j willed up ID to mighty VI clones, abridged in their stipends The palace of 
to increase the infatuation of the blatant Moaco, which used to be the temple of mirth, 
beast On the other hand, Bron-xi-tic jollity, and good cheer, was now so dreary 
obliged the generals of China with the like and deserted, tliat a certain wag fixed up a 
indulgences, Iw now and then sacrificing a ticket on the outward gate with this inscrip- 
detaclimeBt of his Japanese troops, to keep tion — ” This tenement to let, the proprietor 
up the spirits of that nation having left off house-keeping ” 

Taycho had levied upon the people of Japan Yak-strot, however, was resolved to show, 
an immense sum of money for the equipment tliat if the new dairo retrenched the super- 
ofa naval armament, the destination of which ffuities of his domestic expense, he did not 
was kept a profound secret. Some politicians act from avarice or poorness of spirit, inas- 
imagmed it was designed for the conquest of much as he sliQuld now display his liberality 
Thinquo, and all the other settlements winch in patronising genius and the arts A gene- 
the Chinese possessed m the Indian ocean ral jubilee was now promised to all those who 
otherq conjectured the intention was to attack had distinguished themselves by their talents 
the king of Corea, who had, since the begin- or erudition. The emissaries of Yak-strot 
ning of this war, acted with a shameful declared that Mtecenas was but a type of this 
partiality in favour of the Emperor of China, JCunian mountaineer, and that he was deter- 
hi0 kinsman and ally But the truth of the mwd to search for merit, even m the thick- 
matter was this, Taycho kept the armament est shades of obscurity? All these researches, 
IB the ^harbours of Japan, ready for a def cent however, proved so unsuccessful, that not 
iip6il the coast of China, in order to make a above four or five men of genius could be 
divemnn in favour of his fnend Brut-an-tiffi, finind in the whole empire of Japan, and these 
in case he had run any nsk of being op- were gratified with pensions of about one 
pressed his enemieb However, tbeheast hundred obans each One was a secularised 
of many wiads hav mg growled and gnimbled, bbnza from Ximo another a malcontent poet 
during the best part of the summer, at the of Niphon , a third, a reformed comedian of 
loactnity of this expensive armament, it was Xicoco, a fourth, an empinq, who had out- 
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lived hiB practice, and a fifth, a decayed 
apothecaiy, who waa bi^rd, quack, author, 
chemist, philosopher, and sioyiler, by profess- 
ion The whole of the expense arising 
from the fiivour and protection granted by the 
dairo to these men of genius, did not exceed 
seven or eight hundred ohans per annuiti,^ 
amounting to about fifteen hundred pounds 
sterling, whereas many a private quo in 
Japan expended more money on a kennel of 
hounds 1 do not mention those men of 
singular merit, whom Yak-strot fixed in 
established places under the government, 
such as architects, astronomers, painters, 
physicians, barbers, &c because their salaries 
were included in the ordinary exp^ nse of the 
crown , 1 shall only observe, that a certain 
person who could not read was appointed 
librarian to his imperial majesty 
These were all the men of superlative 
genius that Yak-strot could find at this period 
in the empire of Japan 
Whilst this great patriot was thus em- 
ployed in executing his schemes of economy 
with more zeal than discretion, and in pro- 
viding his poor relations with lucrative offices 
under the government, a negociation for 
peace was brought upon the carpet by the 
mediation of certain neutral powers, and 
orator Taycho arrogated to himself the pro- 
vince of discussing the several articles of this 
treaty Upon this occasion he showed him- 
self surprisingly remiss and indifferent in 
whatever related to the interest of Japan, 
particularly in regulating and fixing the 
boundacics of the Chinese and Japanese 
settlements in Fatsissio, the uncertainty of 
which had given nee to the i\ar but when 
the business was to determine the claims and 
pretensions of his ally Brut-an-tiffi, on the 
comment of Tartary, he appeared stiff and 
immoveable as mount Atbos actually 
broke off the negociation, because the em- 
peior of China would not engage to drive by 
fiirce of arms the troops of his ally the prin- 
cess of Ostrog, from a village or two belong- 
ing to the Tartarian freebooter, who, by the 
bye, had left them defenceless at the begin- 
iiing of the war, on purpose (hat his enemies 
might, by taking possession of tliem, quicken 
the resolutions of the dairo to send over an 
army for the protection of Yesso 
The court of Pekin, perceiving that the 
Japanese were rendered intolerably insolei^ 
and overbearing by success, and that an equi- 
table peace comd not be obtained while ora* 
tor Taveho managed the reins of govefhment 
at Meaco, and his friend Brut-an-tiffi found 
anything to plunder m Tartary, resolved to 
fortify themdeUes with a new alliance* They 
actually entered into closer connections in^ith 
the king ot Corea, who was nearly nelmed 
to the Chinese emperor, bad some old scores 
to settle with Japan, and because he desired 
these disputes might be amicably compro- 
mised in the general pacification, had been 
6 T* 89* 


grossly insulted by Tay^ho, in the person oi 
his ambassador He had for some time 
dreaded the ambition of the Japanese minis- 
try, which seemed to aim at universal em- 
pire , and he was, moreover, stimulated by 
this outrage to conclude a defensive alliance 
with the emperor of China , a measure which 
all the caution of the two courts could not 
wholly conceal from the knowledge of the 
Japanese politicians 

Meanwhile, a dreadful cloud, big with 
min and disgrace, seemed to gather round 
the head of Brut-an-tiffi The Mantchoux 
Tartars, sensible of the inconvenience of 
their distant situation from the scene of ac- 
tion, which rendered it impossible for them 
to carry on their operations vigorously in 
conjunction with Ostrog, resolved to secure 
winter quarters in some part of the enemy’s 
territories, from whence they should be ami 
to take the field, and act against him cariy 
in the spring W ith this view they besieged 

and took a frontier fortress belonging to 
Brut-an-tiffi, situated upon a great inland 
lake, which extended as far as the capital of 
the Mantchoux, who were thus enabled to 
send thither by water-carriage ail sorts of 
provisions and military stores for the use of 
their army, which took up their wintqr quai- 
ters accordingly in and about this new acqui- 
sition It was now that the nun of Brut-an- 
tiffi seemed inevitable Orator Taycho saw 
with horror the precipice, to the brink of 
which his dear ally was dri\en Not that hi«s 
fears wore actuated by sympathy or friend- 
ship Such emotions had never possessed 
the heart of Taycho No , he trembled be- 
cause he saw Ins own popularity connected 
with the fate of the Tartar It was the suc- 
cess and petty triumphs of this adventurer 
which had dazzled the eyes of the blatant 
beast, so as to disorder its judgment, and 
prepare it for the illusions of the orator , but, 
now that Fortune seertied ready to turn tail 
to Brut-an-tiffi, and leave him a prey to his 
adversaries, Taycho knew the dispositions 
of the monster so well as to prognosticate 
that Its applause and affection would be im- 
mediately turned into grumbling and disgust 
and that he himself, who had led it blindfold 
into this unfortunate connexion, might pos- 
sibly fall a sacrifice to its resentment, provid- 
ed he could not immediately project some 
scheme to divert Us attention, and transfer 
the blame from his own shoulders 

For this purpose he employed his inven- 
tion, and succeeded to his wish Having 
called a council of the twenty-eight, at which 
the dairo assisted m person, he proposed, and 
insisted upon it, that a strong squadron of 
fune should be immediately ordered to scour 
the seas, and kiduap all the vessels and ships 
belonging to the king of Corea, who had 
acted during the whole war with the most 
scandalous partiality m favour of the Chinese 
emperor, and was now so intimately ommect. 
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ed potentate, liy means of a secret conduct and designs with regard to the etn- 

alliance, that he ought to be prosecuted wilii pixe of Japan 

the same hostilities which tno other had so* This regular method of practice would by 
verely felt The whole council were joon* no means suit the purposes of Taycho, who 
founded at this proposal , the dairo stood rejected it with great insolence and di^ain 
aghast the cuboy trembled Yak-strot lie bit hxs thumb at the president , forked 
stared like a skewered pig After some out his fingers on his forehead at Gotto-mio , 
pause, the president Soo^san-sinno ventured wagged lus under jaw at the cuboy, snapt 
to observe, that the nfeasurc seemed to be a bis fingers at Sti-phi-rum*pDQ, grinned at 
little abrupt and premature * that the nation the sey^eo^gun , made the sign of the cross 
wasalreadyengagedm a WBiy expensive ivar, or gallows to Fok-si-roku, then turning to 
which had absiHutely drained it of its wealth, Yak-strot, he clapped his thumbs in his ears, 
and even loaded it with enormous debts , and began to bray like an ass, finally, pull- 
therefore httleable to sustain such additional ing out the badge of his office, he threw it at 
burdens as would, ifi tdl probability, be occa- the dairo, who in vain entieated him to oc 
sioned by a rupture with a prince so tich pacified, and wheeling to the right about, 
and powerful Gotto-mio swore the land- stalked away, slapping the fiat of his hand 
holders were already so impoverished bv the upon a certain part that shall be nameless 
exactions of Taycho, that ho himself, ere He was follow^ by his kinsman the quo 
lon]p:, should be obliged to come upon the Lob-kob, who worshipped him with the most 
parish Fika-kaka got up to spetik, but humble adoration He now imitated this 
could only cackle Sti^phi-rum-^poo was for great original in the signal from behind at 
proceeding in form by citation Niii-kom- parting, and in him it was attended by a 
poo-po declared he had good lutelhgence of rumbling sound , but whether this was the ef- 
a fieet of merchant ships belonging to Corea, feet of contempt or compunction, I could 
laden with treasure, who were then on their never learn 

return from the Indian isles and he gave it Taycho having thus earned his point 
as hiB opinion, that they should be way-laid which was to have a pretence for quitting 
and brought into tpe harbors of Japan , not the reins of government, made his next ap- 
by way of declaring war, but only with a peal to the blatant beast He reminded the 
view to prevent the money’s going into the many-headed monster of the uninterrupted 
cofTars of the Chinese emperor Fokrsi-roku success which had attended his administra- 
started two objections to this expedient , tion , of his having supported the glorious 
first, the uncertainty of falling m with the Brut-an-tiffi, the great bulwark of the reli- 
Corean fleet at sea, allemng, as on instance, gion of Bupo, who bad kept the common ene- 
the disappointment and miscarriage of the mr at bay, and filled all Asia with the fame 
squadron which the eey-seo-gunhad sent some of his victories. He told them, that, for his 
years ago to intercept the Chinese fune on own part, he pretended to have subdued Fat- 
the coast of Fatsissio , secondly, the loss sissio in the heart of Tartary , tiiat he des- 
and hardship it would be to many subjects of pised honours, and had still a greater con- 
Japan who dpalt m commerce, and had great tempt foi riches , and that all his endeavours 
sums embarked in those very Corean bot- had been solely exerted for the good of his 
toms ^deed Fok-si-roku himself Was inter- country, which was now brought to the very 
ested in this very commerce The fafzman verge of destruction He then gave the beast 
sat silent Yak-strot, who had sbme romantic to understand that he had formed a scheme 
notions of honour and honesty, represented against the king of Corea, which would not 
that thn nation had already incurred the only have disabled that monarch from exe- 
censure of all its neighbours, by seizing the outing his hostile intentions with respect to 
merchant ships of China, without any pre- Japan, but alsq have indemnified the nation 
\ioas dedal ation of war , that the law of na- for the whole expense of the war, but that 
and ^ nations, confirmed by repeated his proposal having been rejected by the 
treaties^ prescribed a more honourable method council of twenty-eight, who were influenced 
of proce^ing, than that of plundering, like by Yak-strot, a Ximian mountaineer, with- 
i*^bers, the dnps of pacific merchants, who 4>ut spirit or understanding, he had resigned 
on the faith of such laws and treaties ; hia oftce with intention to retire to some sol- 
&e was therefore of opinion, that if the king itude, where he should in silence deplore the 
cdTiCorea had in any shape deviated firomthe misfi^unes of his country, and the ruin of 
^eiat^ty which he professed, satisfection ^ Buponian religion, which must fall of 
shda)4 be demanded in the usual form , and course with its great protector Brut-an-tifii, 
when that should be refused, it migli^ be Whom he foresaw the pew ministiy would 
fetttid ne^nssaTy to proceed to compulsive unmediatety abandon 
measunsi The dairo acquiesced in this ad- This address threw Legion into such a 
vice, and aisared Taycho that an ambassa- qumidary, that it rolled itself the dirt, and 
dor should be forthwith dispatched to Corea, yelled hideously Meanwhile the orator re- 
with instroctions to demand an immediate treating to a cell in the neighbourhood of 
and satisfacteiy explanation of that prince’s Meacn, hired the comnon crier to go round 
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the streets, and proclaim tliaX Tavoho, being 
no longer in a condition to afford any thing 
but the bare necessanes of life, would by 
public sale dispose of his anibling mttle and 
furniture, together w^th an ermined robe of 
his wiie, and the greater part of hia kitchen 
utensils At this time he was well known 
to be worth upiivards of twenty thdusand gold 
obans , nfverthelese, tlie mobde discharging 
this circumstance entirely from their reflec- 
tion, attended to nothing but the object which 
the orator was pleased to present They 
thought it was a piteous case, and a great 
scatmal upon the government, that such a 
patriot)^ who had saved the nation from mm 
and disgrace, should be reduced to the cruel 
necessity of selling his mule and his house- 
hold furniture Accordingly they raised a 
clamour that soon rung m the ears of Gio- 
gio and his favourite 

It was supposed that Mura-clami suggested 
on this occasion to his countryman Yak-strot 
the hint of offering a pension to Taycho, by 
way of remuneration for his past services 
“If he refuses it,” said he, “the offer will 
at least reflect some credit upon the dairo 
and the administration , but should he accept 
of it, which IS much more likely, it will 
either stop his mouth entirely, or expose 
him to the censure of the people, who now 
adore him as a mirror of disinterested in- 
tegrity The ad\ice was instantly complied 
with the dairo signed a patent foi^ a very 
ample pension to Taycho and his heirs, 
wliicli patent Yak olrot delivered to him next 
day at hiSL cell in the country This miracle 
of patriotism received the bounty as a turn- 
juke-rnan receives the toll, and then slapped 
ins door full in the face of the favourite , yet 
nothing of what Muia-clami had prognosti- 
cated came to pass The many-tailed mon- 
^\er far from calling in question the orator’s 
disinterestedness, considered his acceptance 
of the pension as a proof of his moderation, 
in receiving such a trifling reward for the 
great services he had done nis countiy , and 
tlie generosity of the dairo, instead of ex- 
citing the least emotion of gratitude m Tay- 
rho’s own breast, acted only asta golden key 
to unlock all the sluices ofms virulence and 
abuse 

These, however, he kept within bounds 
until he should see what would be the fate 
of Brut-an-tiiii, who now seemed to be m 
the condition of a criminal at the foot of tl^ 
ladder In this dilemma he obtained a vpky 
unexpected reprieve Before the army of 
the Mantchoux could take the least advan- 
tage of the settlement they had made on bis 
frontiers, their empress died, and was suc- 
ceeded by a weak prince, who no soonef 
ascended the throne than he struck up a 
peace With the Tartar freebooter, add even 
ordered his troops to' loin him against the 
Ostrog, to whom they had hitherto acted as 
auxiliaries Such an accession of strength 


would have cast the balaUcd greatly in his 
&vour,had not ProvTdence once more inter- 
posed, and brought matters again to on equi- 
hbniim 

Taycho no sooner perceived his ally thus 
tinexpectedly delivered from the dangers that 
surrounded bim^ than he began to rep^t of 
his own resignation, and resolved emee more 
to force his way to the helm, by the saline 
means he had so successfully used befere 
He was, indeed, of such a turoulent disposi- 
tion as could not relish the repose of private 
Me, and his spirit so corrosive, that it would 
have preyed upon himself, if he could not 
have found external food for it to devour 
He therefere began to prepare his engines, 
and provide proper emissaries, to bespatter 
and raise a hue-and-cry against Yak-strot at 
a convenient season, not doubting but an 
occasion would soon present itself, consider- 
ing Uie temper, inexperience, and prejudices 
of this Ximian politician, together witli the 
pacific System he had adopted so contrary 
to the present spirit of the blatant beast 

In these preparations he was much com- 
forted and assisted by his kinsman and pupil 
Lob-kob, who entered into his measures with 
surprising zeal, and had the good luck to 
light on such instruments as were admiTably 
suited to the work in hand Yak-strot was 
extremely pleased at the secession of Tay- 
cho, who had bceii\ very troublesome col- 
league to him m the administration, and ran 
counter to all the schemes be had projected 
for the good of the empire He now iound 
himself at liberty to follow his own inven- 
tions, and bemg naturally an enthusiast, be- 
lieved himself born to be the saviour of Japan 
Some efforts, however, he made to ac^iQi 
popularity proved fruitless Perceiving the 
people were, by the orator’s instigations, 
exasperated against the king 6f Corea, he 
sent a peremptory message to that pnnee, 
demanding a categorical answer, and this 
being deniedt declared war against him, 
according to the practice of all civilized na- 
tions , but even this measure failed of obtain- 
ing that approbation for which it was taken 
Tne monster, tutored by Taycho and his 
ministers, exclaimed, that the golden oppor- 
tunity was lost, inasmuch as, during the 
observance of those useless forms, the trea- 
sures of Corea were safely brought home to 
that kingdom , treasures which, had they 
been interrupted by the fUtte of Japan, woufl 
have paid oft' tlie debts of the nation, and 
enabled the inhabitants of Heaco to pave 
their streets with silVeK IBy the bye, this 
treasure existed nowhere but in the fiction 
of Taycho, and the imagination of the blatant 
beast, which never attempted to use the evi- 
dence of sense or reason to examine any > 
assertion, how absmid and improbable soever^ 
It ought be, wlucb proceeded from the mou^!' 
of the orator ' , 

Yak-strot having now taken upon himself 



524 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS 


the taisk of Bteenng the pphtical bark, re- 
Bolved to show the Japanese that, although 
he recommended peace, he was as well qua- 
lified as his predecessor for conducting the 
war He, therefore, with the assistance of 
the fatzinan, projected three naval enter- 
prises the first against Thm-quo, the con- 
quest of which had been unsuccessfully at- 
tempted bv Tayebo ; the second was destined 
for the reduction of Fan-yah, one of the most 
considerable settlements helon^^g to the 
king of Corea, m the Indian ocean ; and the 
third armament was sent to plunder and de* 
stroy a flourishing colony called Ui-nam, 
which the amne prince had established al* 
most as far to the southward as the Terra 
Australis Incognita Now, the only ment 
which either Yak-strot, or anv other nunis- 
ter, could instly claim from the success 6f 
Such expeditions, is that of adopting the most 
fusible of those schemes which are presented 
by different projectors, and of appointing 
such commanders as are capable of conduct- 
ing^them with vigour and sagacity. 

The next step which the favounto took, 
was to provide a help-mate for the young 
dairo , and a certain Tartar princess, of the 
religion of Bupo, heing pitched upon for this 
purpose, was formal^ demanded, brought 
over to Niphon, espoused by Gio-gio, and 
installed empress, with^e usual solemnities 
But, lest the choice of% Tartanan princess 
should subject the dairo to the imputation of 
inheriting his predecessor’s predilection for 
the land of Yesso, which had given such 
sensible Umbrage to all the sensible Japanese 
who made use of their own reason, he deter- 
mined to detach his master gradually from 
those continental connexions, which had 
been the source of such enormous expense, 
and such continual \exation to the empire 
of Japan>> Tn these sentiments, he withheld 
the annual tribute which had been lately paid 
to Brut-an-tif!i; by which means he saved a 
\ery considerable sum to the nation, and, at 
the same time rescued it from the infamy of 
such a disgiacoful imposition He expected 
the thanks of the public for this exertion of 
ins influence in favour of his country , but he 
reckoned without his host What he flatter- 
ed himself would yield him an abundant har- 
\est of honour and applause, produced no- 
thing but odium and reproach, as we shall 
see in the sequel 

These measures, pursued with an eye to 
the advantage of the public, which seemed 
to argue a considerable share of spirit and 
were strangely chequered with 
of a more domestic nature, which sa- 
stronglj of childish vanity, rash am- 
hitiOH^Mttleness of mind, and hick of under- 
standing He purchased a vast wardrobe of 
tawdry clothes, and fluttered in all the finery 
of Japan* he prevailed upon his master to 
vest him with the badges and trappings of 
aU the lionorary institutions of the empire, 


although this multiplication of orders in the 
person of one man was altogether without 
precedent or prescription. This was only 
setting himself up as the more conspicuous 
mark for envy and detraction 

Not contented with engrossing the per- 
sonal favour and confidence of his sovereign, 
and, in effect, directing the whole machine 
of government, he thought his fortune still 
imperfect, while the treasure of the ehipire 
passed through the hands of the cuboy, ena- 
bling that minister to maintain a very exten- 
sive mfluence, which might one day interfere 
with his own He therefore employed all 
fais invention, together with tbat^of his 
friends, to find out some specious pretext for 
removing the old cuboy from his office , and 
m a litUe time accident afforded what all 
their intrigues had not been able to procure 

Ever since the demise of Got-hama-baba, 
poor Fika-kaka had been subject to a new 
set of vagaries The death of his old master 
gave him a rude shock then the new dairo 
encroached upon his province, by preferring a 
bonza without his consent or knowledge 
finally, he was prevented, by the express or- * 
der of Gio-gio from touching a certain sum 
out of the treasury, which he had been ac* 
customed to throw out of his windows at 
stated periods, in order to keep up an inter- 
est among the dregs of the people All these 
mortifications haa an effect upon the weak 
brain of the cuboy He began to loathe his 
usual food, and sometimes even declined 
showing himself to the bonzas at his levee , 
symptoms that alarmed all his friends and 
dependents Instead of frequenting the as- 
semblies of the great, he now attended as- 
siduously to all groanings and christenings, 
grew extremely fond of caudle, and held con- 
ferences with practitioners, both male and 
female, in the art of midwifery When bu- 
siness or ceremony obliged him to visit any 
of the quos or quanbukus of Meaco, he, by a 
surpnsing instinct, ran directly to the nurse- 
ly, where, if there happened to be a child m 
the cradle, he took it up, and, if it was foul, 
Wiped it with ^eat care and seeming satis- 
faction Hs, moreover, learned of the good 
women to sing lullabies, and practised them 
with uncommon success hut the most ex- 
travagant of all lus whims was what he ex- 
hibited one day m his own court-yard Ob. 
serving a nest with some eggs, which the 
goose nad quitted, ho ibithwith dropped his 
trc|jvBefs, and, squatting down m the attitude 
of incubation, began to stretch out his neck, 
to hiss and to cackle, as if he had been really 
metamorphosed into the animal whose place 
he now supplied 

It Was on the back of this adventure that 
one of the bonzas, as piyu^^ and as great a 
gossip, as the barber of Miw, in paying his 
morning worship to the euboy^s posteriors, 
spied sometbinfe or rather nothing, and was 
exceetogly affrighted He communicated 
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ms discovery and appreiien«tion to divers hendinjg; the sligfhtest inclination of the headt 
otherof the clothe and they were all of opm- the front-irdd, the side npd» the bow, the 
ion that some eifectaal inauisitiofi should be half, the smni*^mi«how, with the shufSc, the 
held on this phenomenon. Test the clerj^ of slide, the circulari semicircuiary and quad- 
Japan should hereafter he ecandalia^ as rant sweep bf the right foot. With equal 
ha\ mg knowingly kissed the breech of an old care and precision did he model the economy 
V Oman, perhaps a monster or a magician of his looks into the divisions and subdivi- 
Information was accordingly made to the sions of the fhll stare, the side glance, the 
dairo, w ho gave orders for immediate inspect pensive look, the pouting look, the gay Umk, 
tioii , and Fika-kaka was formally examined the vacant look, and the stdid look To 
by a jury elf matrons Whether these were these difihrent expressions of the eye he 
actuated by undue influence,! shall not at suited the corresponding features of the nose 
present explain , certain it is, they found their and numth » 9iich as the wrinkled nose, the 
\ crdict, the cuhoy non mas , and, among other retorted nhse, the sneer, the gnn, the simper, 
cudences produced to attest his metamor- and the smile All these postures and ges- 
phosis, a certain Ximian, who pretended to ticulations he practised and ^stnhuted ocra- 
faave second sight, made oath that he monally, according to the diflerence of rank 
iiad one evening seen the said Fika-kal^a in and importance of the various individuals 
.V female dress, riding through the air on a with whom lie had communication 
broomstick The unhappy cub^ being thus But these affected airs being assumed m 
ronvictod, was dive^^tedof his office, and con- despite of nature, he appeared as awkward 
hned to his palace m the country , while Gio- as a native of Angola, when he is first ham- 
£^ 10 , by the advice of his favourite, pubhshed pored with clothe, or a Highlander obliged 
'I proclamation, declaring it was not for the by act of parliament to wear breeches in- 
honour of Japan that her treasury should be deed, the distance observed by Yak-strot m 
managed either by a witch or an old woman his behaviour to the nobles of Niphon, was 
FiLa-kaka being thus removed, Yak-strot imputed to his being conscious of a sulphu- 
w.is appointed treasurer and cuboy in bis roue smell which came from his own body , 
place, and now ruled the roast with uncon- so that greater familiarity on his side might 
trolled authont} On the very threshold of have bred contempt He took delight in no 
las greatness, however, he made a false step, other conversation but that of two or three 
w Inch was one cause of his tottering during obscure Ximians, his companions and coun- 
thc whole sequel of his admitustration In seflors, with whom he spent all his leisure 
Drder to refute the calumnies and defeat the time, in conferences upon polities, patriotism, 
intrigues of Taycho in the assemblies of the philosophy, and the belles letters Those 
people, he chose, as an associate in the were the oracles he consulted in aJl the emer- 
nimistry,* Fok-si-roku, who was at that m- gcxunoB of state , end with these he spent 
slant the most unpopular man in the whole many an attic evening, 
einpiie of Japan , and, at the instigation of The gods, not yet tired of sporting with 
this colleague, deprived of bread a great the farce of human government, were still 
number of poor families, who subsisted on resolved to show by what inconsiderable 
petu places which had been bestowed upon springs a mighty empire may be moved The 
them by the former cuboy. Those were so new cuboy was vastly well disposed to make 
many mouths opened to augment the clamour his Ximian iavourites great men It was in 
against his own person and administration- hts power io bestow places and pensions up- 
It might be imagined, that while he thus on them , hut it was not in his power to give 
set one part of the nation at defiance, he them consequence m the eyes of the public 
v\ ould endeavour to cultivate the other , mid, The administration of Yak-strot could not 
in particula**, strive to conciliate the good fail of being propitious to his own family and 
w ill of the nobility, who did not see his ex- poor relations, who were very numerous 
altation Without umbrage But, instead of Their naked backs and hungry bellies were 
ingratiating himself wi^ them by a liberal now clothed with the richest stuffs, and fed- 
turn of demeanour , by treating them with with the ^t things of Japan Every depart- 
trankness and affability , granting them fa- ment, civil and mihtaiy, W9» fillod with Xi- 
vours with a good'mee , making efitertam*r mians. Those islanders qmneover in shoals 
ments for them at ms palace ; and mixing in to Niphon, and swarmed in the streets of 
their social parties of pleasure ,-—Yak4itrQt Mekeo, where they were easily distinguished 
always appeared on the reserve, and, under by their lank sides, gaunt looks, lantborn 
all his hnerVf continually wore a doublet of piws, and long sharp teeth* There was a 
buckram, which gave an air of stiffness and fatality ^at attended the Whole conduct of 
constraint to his whole behaviour He stu-^j thiB unfortunate cuboy, Hts very partiality 
died postures, and, in giving audience, gene- to his own countrymen brought upon him at 
rally stood m the attitude of the idol Fo; so lat't the curses of mS Whole elan 
that he sometimes was mistaken far an image Mr Orator TayCim and hts kinsman Ldbi 
of stone He ffirmed a scale of gesttpula- kob were not id£a in the mean time 
tion. in a great variety of divisions, compre- provided their ediissanes, and pnmedoJlftiWu 
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engines Their understrappers 61led every 
corner of Meaco with rumours, jealousies, 
and suspicions Yak*strot was represented 
as a statesman without dtscernmenl, a minis- 
ter vt it hout knowledge, and a man without 
liuilianity He was taxed with insupportable 
pride, indiscretion, pusillanimity, rapacity, 
partialitv, and broach of faith It was aifirmed 
that he had dishonoured the nation, and en- 
dangered the very existence of the Boponian 
religion, in withdrawing Ihe annual subsidy 
from the great Brut-an-tiffi that he wanted 
to starve the war, and betray the glory and 
advanta^ ofthe empire by a shameiul peace 
that he bad avowedly shared bis administra- 
tion with the greatest knave m Japan , that 
he treated the nobles of Ntphon with inso- 
lence and contempt that he had suborned 
evidence against the ancient cuboy Fika- 
kaka, who hud spent a long life and immense 
fortune in supporting the temple of Fakku- 
basi that he bad cruelly turned adrift a 
great number of helpless families, in order to 
gratify Ins own worthless dependents with 
their spoils that he had enriched his rela- 
tions and countrymen with the plunder of 
Niphon that his intention was to bnng over 
the whole nation of Ximiatis, a savage race, 
who had been over perfidious, greedy and 
hostile, towards the natives or the other 
Japanese islands Nay, they were described 
as monsters in nature, with cloven feet, long 
tails, saucer eyes, iron fangs and claws, who 
would first devour the substance of the Ni- 
phomtos, and then feed upon their blood 

Taycho had Legion’s understanding so 
much m his power, that he actually made it 
believe Yak-strot had formed a treasonable 
scheme in favour ofa foreign adventurer, who 
pretended to the throne of Japan, and that 
the reigning dairo was an accomplice in this 
project for his own deposition Indeed, they 
did not scruple to say that Gio-gio was no 
more than a puppet moved by his own grand- 
mother and this vile Ximian, between whom 
they hinted there was a secret correspondence 
which reflected very little honour on the 
fkrnily of the dairo 

Mr Orator Taycho and his associate Lob- 
kob left no stone unturned to disgrace the 
favourite, and dnve him from uie helm* 
They struck up an alliance with the old cuboy 
Fika-kaka; and, fetching him from his re- 
tirement, produced him to the beast as a 
martyr to loyalty and virtue' They had often 
before this period exposed him to the dension 
of the populace , but now they set him up as 
the obiect of veneration and esteem, and 
eveiy Uimg succeeded to their wish. Legion 
hoisted Fika-kaka on his back, and parked 
through streets of Meaco, braying hoarse 
encomioifi&a cn the great talenfo and great 
virtues of the ancient cuboy HiS cause was 
now e8|>oused by his old fnetids Sti-phurum- 
poo and Nin-koro-poo-po, who had been 
turned adnft along with him, and by severai 


other quos who had nestled themselves in 
warm places under the shadow of his protec- 
tion , but It was remarkable, that not one of 
all the bonzas who owed their preferment to 
his flivour, had gratitude enough to follow his 
fortune, or pay the least respect to him in 
the day of his disgrace. Advantage was also 
taken of the disgust occasioned by Yak- 
Btrot’s reserve among the nobles of Japan 
Even the fatzman was estranged from the 
councils of his kinsman Gio-gio, and lent his 
name and countenance to the malcontents, 
who now formed themselves into a very 
formidable cabal, comprehending a great 
number of the first quos in the empire 
In order to counterbalance this con- 
federacy, which was a strange coalition of 
jarring interests, the new cuboy endeavoured 
to strengthen his administration, by admit- 
ting into a share of it Gotto-mio, who dreaded 
nothing so much as the continuation of the 
war, and divers other noblemen, whose alli- 
ance contributed very little to his interest 
or advantage Gotto-mio was universally 
envied for his wealth, and detested for his 
avarice the rest were either of the She-it- 
kums-heit-il faction, which had been long in 
disgrace with the mobile, or men of des- 
perate fortunes and loose morale, who attach- 
ed themselves to the Ximian favourite solely 
on account of the posts and pensions he had 
to bestow 

During these domestic commotions, the 
arms of Japan continued to prosper in the 
Indian ocean Thin-quo was reduced almost 
without opposition , and news arrived that 
the conqiiest of Fan-yah was already more 
than half achieved At the same time, some 
considerable advantages were gained over 
tJic enemy on the continent of Tartary by 
the Japanese forces under the command of 
Bron-xi-tic It might be naturally biipposed 
that these events would have in some mea- 
sure reconciled the Niphonites to the new 
ministry , but they produced rather a con- 
trary enect Tnc blatant beast was resolved 
to rejoice at no victories but those that were 
obtained under the auspices of its beloved 
Taycho , and>now took it highly amiss that 
Yak-strot should presume to take any step 
which might redound to the glory of the 
empire Nothing could have pleased the 
monster at this lunctiire so much as the mis- 
camage of both ex^ditions, and a certain 
information that all the troops and ships em- 

S in them had miserably perished The 
f Corea, however, was so alarmed at 
the'progress of the Japanese before Fan-yah, 
that he began to tremble for all his distant 
colonies, and earnestly craved the advice of 
the cabinet of Pekin touching some scheme 
to make a diversion in their mvour 

The councils of Pekin have been ever fruit- 
ful of intrigues to embroil the rest of Asia 
They sugg^ed a plan to the king of Corea, 
wbi^ he forthwith put in execution. The 
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land of Fumma, which borders on the Corean 
territones, was govenied by a pnnce nearly 
allied to the king of Corea, idthongh his sub- 
jects had very intimate connections m the 
way of commerce with the empire of Japan, 
which indeed had entered into an offensive 
and defensive alliance with ^this country 
The emperor of China and the king of 
Corea having sounded the sovereign of 
Fumma, and found him well disposed to 
enter into their measures, communicated 
their scheme, in which he immediately 
concurred They called upon him m pub- 
lic, as their fnend and ally, to join them 
against the Japanese, as the inveterate ene- 
my of the reli^on of Fo, and as an insolent 
people, who wected a despotism at sea to 
the detriment and destruction of ail their 
neighbours , plainly declaring, that he mast 
either immediately break with the dairo, or 
expect an invasion on the side of Corea The 
prince of Fumma affected to complain loudly 
of this iniquitous proposal , he made a ment 
of rejecting the alternative, and immediately 
demanded of the court of Meaco the sue- 
cours stipulated in the treaty of alliance, in 
order to defend his dominions Jn all ap- 
pearance, indeed, there was no time to be 
lost , for the monarchs of China and Corea 
declared war against him without further hes- 
itation, and uniting their forces on that side, 
ordered them to enter the land of Fumma, 
after having given satisfactory assurances in 
private that the prince had nothing to fear 
from their hostilities 

Yak-strot was not much embarrassed on 
this occasion Without susnecting the least 
collusion among the parties, he resolved to 
take the prince of Fumma under his protec- 
tion, thereunto moved by divers considera- 
tions First and foremost, he piqued liitn- 
self upon his good faith , secondly, he knew 
that the trade with Fumma was of great con- 
sequence to Japan, and therefore concluded 
that his supporting the sovereign of it would 
be a popular measure , thirdly, he hoped that 
the multiplication of expense incurred by 
thib new war would make the blatant boast 
wince under its burden, and of consequence, 
reconcile it to the thoughts of*a general pa- 
cihration, which he had vory much at heart 
Meanwlule he hastened the necessary suc- 
cours to the land of Fumma, and sent thither 
an old general, called lie-yaw-ter, in order 
to concert with the pnnce and his ministers 
the operations of the campaign 

This officer was counted one of the shrewd- 
est politicians in Japan , and, having resided 
many years as ambassador in Fumma, Was 
well*acquainted with the genius of that ped- 
dle He immediately discovered the scene 
which had been acted behind the curtain. 
He found that the pnnce of Fumma, farftom 
having made any preparations for his own 
defence, had actuaJUy withdrawn his gam- 
sons from the jfronUer places, which were by 


this time peaceably occupied by the invading 
army of Chinese and Coreans , that the few 
troops he had were without clothes, arms, 
and discipline , and that he bad amused the 
court of Meaco with frlse masters, and a 
specious account of levies and preparations 
which had been made In a woi:d, though 
he could not learn the particulars, he com* 
prehended the whole mystery of the secret 
negociations He upbraided the minister of 
Fumma with perfidy , refused to assume the 
command of the Japanese auxiliaries when 
they arrived , and, returning to Meaco, com- 
municated his discoveries and suspicions to 
the new cuboy But he did not meet with 
that reception which he thought he deserved 
for intelligence of such importance Yak- 
strot affected to doubt , perhaps he was not 
really convinced , o-, if he was, thought pro- 
per to temporize , and he was in the right for 
60 doing. A rupture with Fumroa at this 
juncture would liave forced that prince to dc- 
dare openly for the enemies of Japan in 
which case, the inhabitants of Niphon would 
have lost the benefit of a very advantageous 
trade They had already been great suffer- 
ers in commerce by the breach with the king 
of Corea, whose subjects h^ been used to 
take offigreat quantities of the Japanese man- 
ufactures, for which they paid m gold and 
silver and they could ill bear such an addi- 
tional loss as an interruption of the trade 
with Fumma would have occasioned The 
cuboy, therefore, continued to treat the print c 
of that country os a staunch ally, who had 
sacnficed every other consideration to his 
good faith , and, far from restneting himselt 
to the number of troops and fune stipulated 
m the treaty, sent over a much more numer- 
ous body of forces and ships of war, declar- 
ing, at the same time, he would support the 
people of Fumma with the whole power oi 
Japan 

Such a considerable diversion of the Ja- 
panese strength could not fail to answer in 
some measure the expectation of the two 
sovereigns of China and Corea but it did 
not prevent the success of the expeditions 
which were actually employed against their 
colonies lu the Indian ocean It was not m 
his power, however, to protect Fumma, had 
the invaders been in earnest , but the com- 
bined army of the Chinese and Coreans had 
orders to protract the war . and, instead of 
penetrating to the capital, at a time when 
the Fummians, though joined with the aux- 
iliaries of Japan, were not numerous enough 
to look them m the face, they made a full 
stop in the middle of their march, and quietly 
retired into summer quarters^ 

The additional enouihbrance of a new con- 
tinental war redoubled the raboy*s desire of 
peace , and his inclination belief known to 
the enemy, who were also sick of the war, 
they Imd recourse to the good offices of a 
certain neutral power, calM 9ab-oi, sove^ 
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rei^Q of the mountains of Cambodia This turbulent and ambitious , a professed wor. 
prince accordingly offered his mediaUon at shipper of Taychd» whose oratorial talents 
the court of Meaco^ and it was iininedtale)^ he admired, and attempted to imitate in the 
accepted The negOchation for peace which assemblies of the people, where he gent- 
had been broken off in the ministry of Tay<foo raUy eiccited the laughter of his audience 
was now resumed , and an ambasaador plem- By dmt of great wedw and extensive trafoc, 
potentiaiy arrived from Pekin ^ and Gotlo« be became a Man of consequence among the 
mio was sent thither tn the same eapaci^# moh, notwithstnnding an illiberal turn ol 
m order to adjust the articles, and si^ the mind, and an ungracious address , and now 
prelimmaries of peace* he resolved to use this influence for the glory 

While this new treaty was on the carpet, of Taycho, and the disgrace of the Ximian 
the armament equipped against Fan-yah, fovounte Legion was tutored for the pur- 
under' the command of the Kep-marl, pose> and, moreover, well pnmed with a 
and the brave admiral who had signahsea neiy caustic spint, in which Rhiim*kikh was 
himself in the sea of Kamtschatka, reduced a considerable dealer The dairo and his 
that important place, where they became young empress were received by him and 
masters of a strong squadron offline belong* ms council with a sullen formality in pro- 
ipg to the king of Corea, together with a found silence The cuboy was pelted as he 
very considcmble treasure, sufficient to m* passed along, and his litter almost overturned 
demnify Japan for the expense of the expe- by the monster, which yelled and bra 3 red and 
dition This, though the most grievous, was hooted, without ceasing, until he was housed 
not the only disaster which the war brought m the city*hall, where he met with every 
upon the Coreans. Their distant settlement sort of mortification from the entertainer, as 
of lii*nam was likewise taken by General well as the spectators. At length Mr Orator 
Tra*rep, and the inhabitants paid an immense Taycho, witii his cousin Lob-kob, appearing 
Bum m order to redeem their capital from m a triumphal car at the city-gate, the bla- 
plunder. ^ tant beast received them with loud huzzas, 

These successes did not at all retard the unharnessed their horses, and putting itself 
conclusion of the treaty, which was indeed m the traces, drew them through the streets 
oeoome equally necessary to all the parties ofMeaco, which resounded with acclamation 
concehied Japan, in particular, was in They were received with the same exultation 
danger of being ruined by her conquests within the hall of entertainment, where then 
The wiur had destroyed so maOT men, that sovereign and his consort sat altogether un- 
the whole empire could not a^rd a suffi* honoured and unnoticed 
oiency of recruits for tho maintenance of the A small squadron of Chinese fune having 

land forces All those who had conquered taken possession of a defenceless fishery be- 
Fatsissio and Fan-yah were already destroy- longing to Japan, in the nemhbourhood of 
ed hy hard duty and the diseases of those Fatsissio, the emissaries of Taycho rnagni- 
unhealthy climates , above two-thirds of the ded this event into a terrible misfortune, 
fune were rotten in the course of service, ansing from the mal-administration of the 
and the complements of matiners reduced new cuboy, nay, th(w did not scruple to 
to less than one half of tbefr onginal num- afl5rm that he had left the fishing-town de- 
bers. Troops were actually wanting to gar- fenceless, on puimose that it might be taken 
rison tlie new conquests The finances of by the enemy This clamour, however, was 
Japan were bv this time drained to the hot- of short duration The quo Phyll-Khol), 
tom One or her chief resources was stop- who commanded a few fhne in one of the 
ped by the rupture with Corea, while her harbours of Fatsissio, no sooner received 
expenses were considerably augmented, and intelligence of what had happened, than he 
her nadonttl credit Was stretched even to embarked what troops were at hand, and, 
cracHii^* All these considerations stimu- sailing directly to the place, obliged the 
lated moib and more the dairo and his cuboy enemy to abandon their conquest with pre- 
to oohclude the work of peace cipitation and disgrace. 

Meanwhile the enemies of Yak« 0 trot gave In the midst of these transactions, the 
, * him no quarter nor respite. They vilified peace was signed, ratified, and even approv- 
Jns parts, traduced bis morals, endeavoured ed, an the great national council of the quos, 
^ to intimidate him with threats which did not as well as in the assembly of the people 
eyen respect the dairo, and never failed to Thi^^truth is, the mmiste^ of Japan has it 
j|um whenever be appeared in public alwdys m his power to secure a majority in 
It had^ been the custom, time immemonai, both these conventions by means that may 
for the^e^bief magistrate of Meaco to make be easily guessed ; and those were not spared 
an CntetjM4nment for the dairo and bis em* on tfats occasion YakHStrot in a speech 
after their miptials; and harangued thq grekt couni^, who were not 
to this WHgMt ml the great quos in Japan alittle surprised to hear him speak with such 
were inv&bw« The person who filled the prm^ety and extent of imewledge , for he 
' chair at pmtKt was Rhom^hh, a halt SM been i^ireaented at tonguo-tied, and, in 
'totted TKdnijf^.Md^onetitetf, beadatAmg, vf eloeutioii, litiSt better than the paU 
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frey he rode He now vindicated all the 
steps he had taken since bis accession to the 
helm , he demonstrated the necessity of a 
pacification , exclaimed and descanted upon 
every article of the treaty ; and, finally, de- 
clared hiB conscience was so clear in this 
matter, that, when he died, ho should desire 
no other encomium to be engraved on hts 
tomb, but that be was the author of this 
peace 

Nevertheless, the approbation of the coun- 
cil was not obtained without violent debate 
and altercation The different articles were 
censured and inveighed against by the fatx- 
man, the late cutmy Fika-kaka, Lob-kob, 

* Sti-phi-rum-poo, Nm-kom-poo-po, and many 
other quos , but, at the long-run, the uifiuence 
of the piesont ministry prodommated As 
for Taycho, he exerted himself in a very ex- 
traordinary effort to depreciate the peace in 
the assembly of the people He had for some 
days pretended to bo dangerously ill, that he 
might make a merit of his patriotism, by 
showing a contempt tor his own life, when 
the good of the country was at stake In 
order to cxcitc the admiration of the public, 
and render his appearance in the assembly 
the more striking, he was carried thitlier on 
a kind of hand-barrow, wrapped up lu fiannel, 
with three woollen iiight-caps on his head, 
escorted by Legion, wnich yelled, and bray- 
ed, and whooped, and hallooed, with buch 
vociferation, that every street of Mcai^o rung 
with hideous clamour In this equipage did 
Taycho enter I ho dssembly, where, being 
held up by two adherents, he, after a prelude 
of groans to rouso the attention of Ins au- 
dience, began to declaim against the peace 
as inadequate, siiamoful, and disadvanta- 
geous, nay, he ventured to stigmatize every 
separate article, though he knew it wms in 
the power of eii|||i individual of his hearers to 
confront him with the terms to which he had 
subscribed the preceding year, in all respects 
lees honourable and advantageous to hts 
country Inconsistencies equally glaring and 
absurd lie had often crammed down the throats 
of thi? multitude , but they would not go down 
with this assembly of llie people, which, in 
spite of his fiannel, his night-caps, his 
crutches, and his groam:', confirmed the treaty 
of peace by a great majority Not that they 
had any great reason to applaud the peace- 
makers, who might have dictated their owp 
terms, had they proceeded with more sagacity 
and less precipitation , but Fok-ei-roku, and 
his brother undertakers, having the tre^ure 
of Japan at their command, had anointed the 
greatest part of the assembly with a certain 
precious salve, which preserved them effect- 
ually from the fascinating arts of Taycho 

This orator, incensed at his bad success 
witlun doors, renewed and redoubled his 
Operations without Ho exasperated l^egion 
a^mst Yah-strot to such a pitch of tagp, 
that the monster could not hear the cuboy’s 
6 K**- 90 
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name three times pronounced without fiilllng 
into fits. His confederate Lob-kob, m the 
course of bis researches, found out two orim- 
nals admirably cahmlated fiir executing his 
vengeance against the Ximian fiivounte 
One of them, called Llur-chir, a profligate 
honsa, degraded for his lewd li^, Assessed 
a wonderM talent of exciting dij^rent pas- 
sions in the blatant beast, by dint of quaint 
rhymes, which were said to be mspuntions of 
the demon of obloquy, to whom he bad sold 
his soul. Those oracles not only commanded 
the passions, but even influenced the organs 
of the beast in such a manner, as to occasion 
an evacuation either upwards or downwards, 
at the pleasure of the operator The other, 
known by the name of Jan-ks-dtzm, was 
counted the best marksman m Japan in the 
art and mystery of dirt-throwing He pos- 
sessed the art of making balls of filth, watch 
were famous for sticking and stinking , and 
these he threw with such dexterity, that they 
very seldom missed their aim Being reduced 
to a low ebb of fortune by his debaucheries, 
he had made advances to the new cuboy, 
who had rejected his proffered services on 
account of ms immoral character , a prudish 
punctilio, which but ill became Yafc-strot, 
who had paid very little regard to reputation 
in choosing some of the colleagues he had as- 
sociated m his administration Be that as 
it may, he no sooner understood that Mr 
Orator Taycho was busy in preparing for an 
active campaign, than he likewise tegan to 
put himself m a posture of defence He 
riired a body of mercenaries, and provided 
some djrUmen and rhymers TUeb, taking 
the field, a sharp contest and pelting match 
ensued , but the dispute was soon ternunafed 
Yak-strot’s versifiers turned out no greet 
conjurors on the trial They were not aoeh 
favourites of the demon as Llur-chir The 
rhymes they used produced no other effect 
upon Legion but that of settiAg it a-braying 
The cuboy’s dirt-mon, however, played their 
parts tolerably well Though their balls were 
inferior m point of composition to those of 
Jan-ki-dtzin, they did not fail to discompose 
Orator Taycho and his fnend Lob-kob, whose 
eyes were seen to water with the smart oc- 
casioned by those missiles but these last 
bad a great advantage over their adversaries, 
in the zeal and attachment of Legion, whose 
numerous tongues were always ready to lick 
off the ordure that stuck to any part of their 
leaders and this they did With such signs of 
satisfaction, as seemed to indicate an appetite 
fbr all manner of filth 
Yak-strot having sufihi'ed wofiilly in his 
own person, and seeing his parUzans in con- 
fiision, thought proper to retreat Yet, 
although discomfited, he was not discount^ 
On the contrary, having at bottom a fund of 
fimaticiboi, which, like chamomile, grows the 
festqr for being trod upon, he became mpie 
obstinately beqt than ever upon pf0secv(9i^ 
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bfli 'OvvQ achenies foi^|||||||^ood of the people 
m their own de«piteJlHil| vanity was like- 
wise buoyed up by laitery of h>8 crea- 
turee» who e^Ltpilea^ m jpissive courage he 
had shown m th^ late engagement* Though 
every part Qj^himetill tingkd an4 stunk from 
the baljs of the fgaeuiyt ho persuaded hiinself 
that not ose^nvtbeir m^siles had taken place , ' 
and, of hofemhauenpe, that there was sotne- 
thii^ of In hi^wson Full of this 

notfifti he dibeseded Rewiyrnesters and hie 
dirt-ca8(eni,«e# va^eewmty^ and resolved to 
hear ^ hfimt the batUo in his own in- 
duA^l^pertm 

nsk^nokn advised him* nevertheless, to 
£|11 hiatrowspva with gold ohans, which be 
tfaaow at legion, in case of necessity , 
OBSunngfiim that this was the only ammutii** 
tjon which the monster could not withstand. 
The advice was good , and the cuboy mi^t 
have followed it, without being obliged to the 
treasury of Japan, for he was by this time 
become unmensely nch, in consequence of | 
having found a hoard m digging hia garden , 
but this an expedient whioh Yak-strot 
could never be fievailed upon to use, eitlier 
on this nr any ether occasion Indeed, he 
was now so convinced of Ins own personal 
oiieigy* that he persuaded his master Gio-gto 
to COOK) forth, add see it operate on the 
blatant beast. Accordingly the dairo as- 
cended his car of state, while the ciiboy, 
arrayed m all his trappings, stood before him 
With the reins in his own hand* and drove 
directly to the enemy, who waited for him 
Without flinching Being arrived within 
dung-shot of Jan-ki-dtzin, be made a halt, 
and putting himself in the attitude of the idol , 
Fo, with a simper m his countenance, 
seemed to invite the warrior to make a fliU 
discharge of hia artillery lie did not long 
watt in suspense. The hells soosi began to 
whiz about his ears, and a great number 
took effect upon his person At length he 
received a shot upon his |*ight temple, which 
hrought him to the ground All his gew- 
gaws fluttered, and his buckram doublet 
rattled as he fell Llur*.chir no sooner be- 
held him prostrate, than, advanciug With the 
monster, he began to repeat Ins rhymes, at 
which evoi^ mouth and every tkil of liogion 
was opened and LRed up . and such a torrent 
of flltb squirted from these channels, that the 
unfoitunate cuboy was quite overwhelmed. 
Nay, he must have hseti actually su^cated 
where he lay, had not some of the dsiro's 
attendants interposed, and rescued him flom 
the Vengeance of the monster He was ear- 
rm homo m such an unsavoury pickle* that 
his smelled his disaster long haibfe he 
cameihtilght ; andwbenhcappekredm tMn 
wefiil oohipwn. covered with oidurdi JbHndid. 
mth flirts’ lari even deprived of isemO'luki 
meticsi, was seized with k^terie 0 . 

m was immediately BtxippkA and 
wadsfid, aw, other moans being used ibr his 


recovery, he m a little time retrieved his 
recollection 

He was now pretty well undeceived, with 
respect to the divinity of his person , but his 
entuuBiasm took a new turn. He aspired to 
the gloiy of martyrdom, and resolved to de- 
vote himself as a victim to patriotic virtue. 
While his attendants were employed in wash- 
ing off the filth that stuck to ms beard, he 
recited, in a theatrical tone, ttie stanza of a 
famous Japanese bard, whose soul afterwards 
transmigrated into the body of the Roman 
poet, Horatius Flaccus, and inspired him 
with the same sentiment, m the Latm tongue 

VirtttsreptthNK nSBCia sordide 

Intaouaatis fulgaihonoribus 
Nee aumiK, aut ponit tecores 
Arbitrio populant auras 

His fhends hearing him declare bis reso- 
lution of dying for his countiy, began to fear 
that his understanding was disturl^d They 
advised him to yield to the torrent, which 
was become too impetuous to stem ; to re- 
sign the ouboysbip quietly, and reserve his 
virtues for a more favourable occasion In 
yarn his fnends remonstrated^ in vain his 
wife and children employed their tears and 
entreaties to the same purpose He lent a 
deaf ear to all their solicitations, until they 
began to drop some hints that seemed to im- 
ply a suspicion of his insanity, which alarmed 
mm exceedingly , and the 4airo himself sig- 
mfyiogto him in pmate, that it was become 
absolutoly necessary to temporize, be re- 
signed the rems of government with a heavy 
heart, though not before he was assured that 
he should still continue to exert his influence 
behind the curtain 

Gio-gio'b own person had not escaped un- 
touched m the last skirmiedk Jan-ki-dtzin^ 
was transported to such a pilch of insolence,* 
that he aimed some balls at the dairo, and 
uno of them taking place exactly betwixt the 
eyes, defiled his whole visage Had the 
laws of Japan been executed in all their se- 
venty agsinst this audacious plebeian, he 
would have suffered crucifixion on the spot 
but f^ie-gto, bhmg good-natured even to a 
fliult, contented himself with ordering some 
of his attendants to apprehend and put him 
m the public stocks, after havmg seized the 
whole cargo of filth which he had collected 
at his liabmtion for tiie manufacture of his 
balls. Legion Was no sooner informed of 
his disgrace, thin it released him by force, 
being uierom comforted and abetted by the 
declaration of a puny' mamtrate, called 
Pmff-patt.pho|W, who seized torn, as the on- 
ly ppj^uwly he should ever find of giving 
nirasdf any conaoqnenco in the common- 
wealth* Acocqdmgly* the monster hoisting 
him and iaa-kid*i£zm on their shoulders, 
went m prooc^on tidssugh the streets of 
Moaco, hedfeolng, hdosahig, and extbUing 
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this venerable pair of patriots as the palladia 
of the liberty of Japan. 

The monster’s officious seal on this occa- 
sion was far from betnff agreeable to Mr 
Orator Taycho, who tooa umbrage at tins 
exaltation of his two understrappers^ and 
from that moment devoted Jan-ki^tsin to 
destruction The dairo, finding it absolutely 
necessary for the support of his government 
that this dirtmonger should be punishedi gave 
directions for tiyins him according to the 
laws of the land He was ignommioosly ex- 
pelled from the assembly of the people, 
where his old patron Taydm not only dis- 
claimed him, but even represented him as a 
worthless atheist and sower of sedition ; but 
he escaped tlie weight of a more severe sen-< 
tence in another tribunal, by retrestuig, with* 
out beat of drum, into the terntones of China» 
where he found an asylum, from whence he 
made divers ineffoctual appeals to the mul* 
titudmous beast at Niphon 

As for Yak-strot, he was every thing hut 
a downright martyr to the odium of the pub- 
lic, which produced a forment all over the 
nation His name was become a term of 
reproach He was burnt or crucified in effi*- 
gy ID every city, town, village, and distnct 
of Niphon Even his own countrymen, the 
Ximians, held him in abhorrence and execra- 
tion Notwithstanding his partiality to Uie 
natale soli/fn, he had not been able to pro- 
vide for all those adventurers, who came 
from thence, in consequence of his •promo- 
tion The whole number of the disappointed 
became his enemies of course , and theAest 
finding themselves exposed to the aiiimosity 
and ill offices of their fullow-subjocts of Ni- 
hon, who hated the whole community for 
IS sake, inveighed against Yak-strot as the 
curse of their nation 

In the midst of all this detestation and dis- 
grace, It must* be owued, for the sake of 
truth, that Yak-strot was ono of the honest- 
est men in Japan, and certainly the greatest 
benefactor to the empire Just, upright, sin- 
cere, and charitable , his heart was suscepti- 
ble of friendship and tenderness. He was 
a virtuous husband, a fond father, a kind mas- 
ter, and a zealous fnond lif his public ca- 
pacity, be had nothing in view but the ad« 
vantage of Japan, in tho prosecution of which, 
he flattered mmself he sliould be ifole to dis- 
play all the abilities of a profound statesman, 
and all the virtues of the most sublime pa- 
triotism It was here he over-rated his own 
importance His virtue became the dtgie of 
his vanity Naiuse had denied him shimog 
talents, as well as that easiness of deport- 
ment, that aifability, liberal 4arn, and versa- 
tile genius, without which no man can ever 
figure at the head of an adi^mistratibn. No- 
thing could be more atafued tlian his beinc 
charged with wont of psita and updetstanib 
mg to guide the helm or^govemniAntf consi- 
dering bow happily It him been co^fi^h 
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for many years hj^ika-kaka, whose natural 
genius would ba^beSn found unequal even 
to tho art and myotery of wool-couibmg 
Besides, the War had prospered in his han& 
as much as it dver did under the auspices of 
hiB predecessor , though, ss I fatve before 
observed, neitiicr the one nor tlfo Other could 
justly claim any merit from its success 
But Yak-slrot’s services to the public wene 
much more important in another fipspect. 
He had the resobtmh to dissolve ike smne* 
fill and pcrnicioua engagements wMeh the 
empire had contracted on the eontmentof 
Tsrtary He lightened the mtoleraWe tttxr* 
dens of the empire *hc saved its credit, when 
it was stretched even to bursting He made 
a peace, which if not the most glorious that 
might have been obtained, was at least the 
most solid and advantageous that ever Japan 
had concluded with any power whatsoever , 
and Hi particular, much more honourable, 
usefril, and ascertained, than that which 
Taycho had agreed to subsertbe the preced- 
ing year; an^ by this peace, he put an end to 
all uie horrors of a cruel war, which had ra- 
vaged the beet parts of Asia, and destroyed 
the lives of six hundred thousand men every 
year On the wbqle, Yak-stnit’s good qua- 
lities were respectoble. There Was very lit- 
tle VICIOUS ID his compopitipn , and as to his 
follies, they were rather tike subjects of ridi- 
cule than of resentment 
Yak-sirot’s Kubalterns in the ministry re- 
joiced m secret at his running so far into the 
north of Legion’s displeasure Nay, it was 
shrewdly suspected that some of their emis- 
saries Imd been very active against him in 
the day of his discomfiture They flattered 
themselves, that if he could be effiectually 
driven trom the presence of the dairo, they 
would succeed to his influence, and, in the 
mean timef acquire popularity, by turning 
tail to and kicking at the Ximian favounte, 
who had associated them m the adminis- 
tration, inconsequence of their vowing eter- 
nal attachment to his interest, and constant 
submission to his will Having neld a se- 
cret conclave to concert theiy operations, they 
began to execute their plan, by seducing Yal^ 
strot mto certain odious measures of raising 
new impositions on the people, which did not 
foil, indeed, increase the clamour of the 
blatant beast, and promote its filthy dia» 
charge upwards and downwards , but then 
the toryeots were divided, and many a tail 
was Ufrod up against thereat |>rojectorB of the 
scheme which the fovoonte had adopted 
They resolved to make a merit wii^ the mo- 
bile, by picking a German auatrel with 
Strot, and insulting him in pubhe Gottor* 
nolo caused a scrubbmg^pest to be set up in 
tbs ftwt at the cuboy’s door The iKsrfoiB 
Zapnti^fic presented mm With a scheme for 
the importation of brimstone into the island'Sf 
Ximo, thq other senbo pretended ho eQp)d 
spell the barbprous names of the mi3apf*a is- 
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ktions and countrymen, who were daily < 
thrast into the most lucrative employments, I 
As for Twttz-er, the financier, he never 
approached Yak-strot without dawin^ his 
knuckles m densitin. At the council of 
twenty-eight, they thwarted eveiy plah be 
proposed, and turned into ridicule every word 
he spoke. At length they bluntly told the 
dairo, that as Yak-strot resigned th^ reins 
of administration in public, he must likewise 
ve up his management behind the curtain , 
r they were not at all disposed to answer 
to the people for measures dictated by an 
invisible agent This was but a reasonable 
demand, in which the emperor seemed to 
acquiesce. But the new ministers thought 
It was requisite that they sliould commit 
some overt act of contempt for the abdicated 
cuboy. One of his nearest relations had 
obtained a profitable office in the island of 
Ximo , and of this, the now cabal insisted 
he should be immediately deprived I'he 
dairo remonstrated against the injustice of 
turning a man out of Ins place, for no other 
reason but to satisfy their caprice, and 
plainly told them he could not do it without 
infringing his honour, as he had given his 
word that the possessor should enjoy the 
post for life Par from being satisfied with 
this declaration, they urged their demand 
with redoubled importunity, mixed with me- 
naces, which equally embarrassed and in- 
censed the good-natured dairo At last, 
Yak-strot, taking compassion upon his in- 
dulgent master, prevailed upon his kinsman 
to release him from the obligation of his 
word, by making a voluntary resignation of 
his office The dairo fell sick of vexation ; 
his life was despaired of; and all Japan was 
filled with alarm and apprehension at the 
prospect of an infant’s ascending the throne , 
for the heir apparent Was still in the cradle 
Their fears, however, were happily disap- 
pointed by the recovery of the emperor, who, 
to prevent as much as possible the inconve- 
niences tjiat might attend his demise, during 
tlie imnonty or his son, resolved that a re- 
gency should be established and ratified by 
the states of the empire. The plan of this 
regency he concerted in private with the 
venerable princess hie grandmother and his 
friend Yak-strot; and then communicated 
ithe design to his ministers, who, knowing 
^ the quarter from whence it had come, treat- 
ed It with coldness and contempt They 
were so elevated by their last triumph over 
the Ximian favourite, that they overlooked 
efeiy obstacle to their ambition, and deter- 
imned to render the dairo dependent on them, 
and tbeiai only With this view, they threw 
cold water on the present measure ; and to 
^ mark hatred of the favoorjite mons 
^atrongiy l^^he eyes of Legion, they endea 
^*^oured to jeldnde the name of ms patroness 
Jhe daifo’e grandmother, from the deed of 
^Hgency,t;boug)i their malice was frustrated 


ly the vigilance of Yak strot, and the indig- 
lation ot the states, who resented this m- 
ront 'oifered to the family of their sovereign 

The tyranny of this junto became so in- 
tolerable to Gio-gio, that he resolved to shake 
>fr their yoke, whatever might be the conse- 
quence , but before any effectual step was 
aken for that purpose, Yak-strot, who un- 
lerstood mechanics, and had studied the art 
if puppet-playing, tried an experiment on tlie 
irgans of the cabal, which he tampered with 
ndividually without success Instead of ut- 
enng what he prompted, the sounds came 
nt quite altered in their passage Gotto- 
mio grunted the financier Twitz-er bleated, 
or rather brayed one scribo mewed like a 
cat the other yelped like a jackatl In short, 
hev were found so perverse and refractory, 
that the master of the motion kicked tliem 
ff the stage, and supplied the scene with a 
new set of puppets made of very extraordi- 
nary materials They were the very figures 
hrough whose pipes the charge of mal-ad- 
ministration had been so loudly sounded 
against the Xinnan favourite They were 
now mustered by the fatzman, and hung up- 
on the pegs of the very same puppet-show* 
nan against whom they had so vehemently 
nveighed Even the superannuated Fika- 
kaka appeared again upon the stage as an 
actor ot some consequence , and insisted up- 
on It, that his metamorphosis was a mere ca- 
lumny But Taycho and Lob-kob kept aloof, 
because Yak-strot had not yet touched them 
on ihe proper keys 

The first exhibition of the new puppets 
was called topsy-turvy^ a farce in which they ' 
overthrew all the paper houses which their 
predecessors had built , but they performed 
their parts in such confusion, that Yak-strot, 
interposing to keep them in order, received 
divers contusions and severe kicks on the 
shins, which made his eyes water , and, in- 
deed, he had in a little time reason enough 
to repent of the revolution he had brought 
about The new sticks of administration 
proved more stiff and unmanageable than the 
former, and those he had discarded, associa- 
ting with th^ blatant beast, bedaubed him 
with such a variety of filth, drained from all 
the sewers of scurrility, that he really be- 
came a public nuisance Gotto-mio pre- 
tended remorse of conscience, and declared 
he would impeach Yak-strot for the peace 
whi^h he himself had negociatcd Twitz-er 
snivelled and cried, and cast figures, to prove 
tliatoYak-strot was born for the destruction 
of Japan , and Zan-ti-fic lured an incetiHiary 
bonza, called Toks, to throw fire-balls by 
night into the palace of the favourite 

In this distress, Strot cast his eyes on Tay- 
cho the monster-tamer, who alone seemed 
able to overbalance the weight of all their 
opposition; and to him he made large ad- 
vances accordingly , but his offers were still 
inadequate to Ae expectations of that dema* 
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gogue, who, nevertheleae, put on a face ot union threw the beast into a kind of stufior, 
capiiulation» He was even heard to say, from which it was roused by blisters and 
that Yak-strot was an honest man, and a cautenes applied by Gotto^mio, Twitz-er, 
good minister , nay, he declared he would Zan-ti-fic, with his understrapper Toks, now 
ascend the highbst pinnacle of the highest reinforced by Fika-kaka, and his discarded 
pagod in Japan, and proclaim that Yak-strot associates , mr their common hatred to Yak- 
had never, directly or indirectly, meddled atrot, like the rod of Moses, swallowed up 
with administration since he resigned the ^veiy distinction of party, and every sugges- 
public office of minister Finding him, how-*^ tton of former animosity , and they concurred 
ever, tardy and phlegmatic in his proposals, with incredible zeal in rousing Legion to a 
be thought proper to cliange his phrase, and, due sense of Taycho’s apostacy The beast, 
in the next assembly of the people^ swore, so stimulated, » howled three days and three 
with great vociferation, that the said Yak- ni^^ts successively at Taycbo’s gate, Uien 
strot was the greatest rogue that ever escaped was seized with a convulsion, that went ofiT 
the gallows This was a uecessaiy ^lip with an evacuation upwards and downwards, 
to Yak-strot, and operated upon him so of. so offfinsive that the very air was mfbeted 
fectually, that be forthwith sent a charte The horrid sounds of the beast^s lamenta- 
blanche to the great Taycho, and a treaty tions, the noxious effiuvia of its filthy dis- 
was immediately ratified on the following charge, joined to the poignant remorse which 
condition that the said Taycho should be Taycho felt at finding his power over Legion 
raised to the rank of quanbuku, and he ap. dissolved, occasioned a commotion in his 
pointed conservator of the dairo's signet brain ; and this led him into certain extrava- 
that no state measure should be taken with- gances, which gave his enemies a handle to 
out bis express approbation that his creature say he was actually insane His former 
the lawyer Praff.fog should be ennobled and friends and partisans thought the best apolo- 
preferred to the most eminent place m the gy they could make tor the inconsistency ot 
tribunals of Japan and that all his friends bis conduct, was to say he was non compos^ 
and dependents should be provided for at the and this report was tar from being disagroea- 
public expense, in such a manner as he him- ble to Yak-strot, because it would at any time 
self should propose His kinsman Lob-kob, furnish him with a plausible pretence to dis- 
however, was not comprehended in this trea- solve the partnership, at which he inwardly 
ty, the articles of which he inveighed against repined tor it was necessity alone that drove 
with such acrimony, that a rupture ensued him to a partition of his power with a man 
betwixt these two originals The truth is, so incapable of acting m concert with anj 
Lob-kob was now so full of his own import- colleague whatsoever, 
ance, that nothing less than an equal share In the mean time Gotto-mio and his asso- 
of administration would satisfy his ambition , dates left no stone unturned to acquire th^^ 
and this was neither in Taycho’s {Kiwer nor same infiuence over Legion which Taycho 
inclination to grant had so eminently possessed ; but the beast's 

The first consequence of this treaty was a faculties, slender as they were, seemed now 
new shitl of hands, and a new dance of min- greatly impaired, m consequence of that arch 
isters The chair of precedency was pulled empiric’s practices upon its constitution In 
from under the antiquated Fika-kaka, wlio vain did Gotto-mio whoop and halloo , in 
fell upon his back , and his heels flying up, vam did Tw itz-er tickle its long ears , in vain 
discovered but too plainly the melancholy did Zan.ti-fic apply sternutatories, and his 
truth of his metamorphosis All his col- bonza administer inflammatory glysters , the 
leagues were discarded, except those who monster could never be brought to a right 
thought proper to temponze and join in understanding, or at all concur with tl^ir 
dancing the hay, accordii^ as they were designs, except m one instance, which was 
actuated by the new partners of the puppet- its antipathy to the Ximian favourite This 
show This coalition was the greatest mas- had become so habitual, that it acted mechan- 
terpicce in politics that Yak-strot ever per- ically upon its organs, even after it had lost 
formed Taycho, the formidable Taycho * ail other signs of recognition As often as 
whom in hie single person he dreaded more the name of Yak-strot was pronounced, the 
than all his other enemies of Japan united, beast began to yell, and all the usual conse- 
was now become bis coadjutor, abettor, and quences ensued , but whenever his now 
advocate ; and, which was still of moie con- mends presumed to mot«t him, he threw 
sequence to Strot, that demagogue was for- himself on his back, and rolled them in the 
sideen by his good genius Ijegion kennel at the hazard of their lives 

The many-headed monster would have One would imagine there was some leaven 
swallowed down every other species of ter- m the nature of Yak-strot, that soured all hts 
giversation in Taycho, except a coalition subalterns who were natives of Niphon , for 
with the detested ffivounte, and the title of howsoever they promised all submissiDn to 
quo, by which he formally renounced its so- his will before they were admitted into hts 
cie^, but tbe*^e were articles winch the mon- motion, they no sooner found themselves'^ 
could not digest The tidings of this acting characters m his drama, than they he- 
90 * 
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f an to thwart him in hia measures , so that i 
e was plagued by those he bad taken m, and 
persecuted by those he bad driven out The 
two jgreat props, ivhich he had been at so 
much pains to provide, now failed him 
Taycho was grown crazy, and could no 
longer manage the monster , and Quamba- 
cun-dono, the fatzman, whose authority had 
kept several puppets in awe» died about this 
period These two circumstancds were the 
more alarming, os €k>tto-mio and las crew 
began to gam ground, not only in their en* 
deavours to rouse the monster, but also in 
tampering with some of the acting puppets, 
to join their cabal, and make bead against 
their master These exoterics grew so ri». 
froctory, that when he tned to \vheel them 
to the right, they turned to the Icfl about , 
and, instead of joining hands in the dance of 
politics, rapped their heads against each 
other with such violence, that the noise of 
the collision was heard in the street , and, if 
they had not been made of the hardest wood 
m Japan, some of them would certainly have 
been split m the encounter 
By this time Legion began to have ^ome 
sense of his own miserable condition The 
otfects of the yeast potions which it had 
drank so liberally from the hands of Taycho, 
now wore off The fumes dispersed , the 
illusion vanished , the flatulent tumour of its 
belly disappeared with innumerable explo- 
sions, leaving a hideous lankiiess, and such a 
canine appetite as all the eatables of Japan 
could not satisfy After having devoured the 
whole harvest, it yawned for more, and grew 
quite outrageous in its hunger, threatening 
to feed on human flesh, if not plentifully 
supplied with other viands In this dilemma 
Yak-strot convened the council of twenty- 
eight, where, m consideration of the urgency 
pf the case, it was resolved to suspend the 
law against the importation of foreign provi- 
sions, and open the ports of Japan for the 
relief of the blatant beast 
As this was vesting the dairo with a dis- 
pensing power unknown to the constitution 
of Japan, it was thought necessary, at the 
next assembly of the quos and quatibukus 
that constitute the legislature, to obtain a 
legal sanction for that extraordinary exercise 
of prerogative, which nothing but the solus 
papah could excuse Upon this occasion it 
was diverting to see with what effrontery in- 
dividuals changed then principles with their 
places. Taycho the quo, happening to be 
in one of his lucid intervals, went to the as- 
sembly, supportecT by his two creatures Praff^ 
’ fbm and another limb of the law called Lley- 
ni3i, sumamed Gurg-grog, or Curse-mother ; 
and this tnumvirate, who had raised them- 
selves nothing to the first rank mthe 
states by VrM^ng and insulting the kingly 
power, and smrming that the mitro was the 
, slave of the people, now had the impudence 
to declare m the face of day, that m some 


cases the emperor’s power was absolute, and 
that he had an inherent right to suspend and 
supersede the laws and ordinances of the 
legislature 

Mura-clami, who had been for some time 
eclipsed in his judicial capacity by the popu- 
larity of Praff-fog, did not fail to seize this 
opportunity of exposing the character of his 
upstart rivaL Though he bad been aU his 
life an humble retainer to the prerogative, lie 
now made a parade of patriotism, and, in a 
tide of eloquence, bore down all the flimsy 
arguments winch the triumvirate advanced 
He demonstrated the futility of their reason- 
ing, from the express laws and customs of 
the empire ; he expatiated on the pernicious 
tendency of their doctrine, and exhibited the 
inconsistency of their conduct in such co- 
lours, that they must have hrd their heads in 
confusion, had they not happily conquered 
all sense of shame, and been well convinced 
that the majority of the assembly were not a 
whit more honest than themselves Mura- 
clami enjoyed a momentary tnnmph , but his 
words made a very slight impression , for it 
was his misfortune to be a Ximian , and if 
his virtues had been more numerous than 
the hairs in his beard, this very circumstance 
would have shaved them clean away from 
the consideration of the audience 

Taycho, opening the flood-gates of his 
abuse, bespattered all that opposed him 
Liey-nah, alias Curse-mother, swore that he 
had got into the wrong box , then turning to 
PrafTwfog, — “ Brother Praff,’’ cried he, “ thou 
hast now let down thy trowseis, and every 
rascal in Japan will whip thy a — o ’’ Praff 
was afraid of the beast’s resentment but 
Taycho bestrid him like a colossus, and he 
crept through between his legs into a place 
of safety This was the last time that the 
orator appeared in public Immediately after 
this occurrence, it was found necessary to 
confine him to a dark chamber, and Yak-strot 
was left to his own inventions 

In this dilcniniii he had recourse to the old 
expedient of changing hands , and, as a pre- 
lude to this reform, made advances to Gotto- 
mio, whom he actually detached from the 
opposition, by ’{iroviding his friends and de- 
pendants with lucrative offices, and promis- 
ing to take no stops of consequence without 
his pnvity and approbation A sop was at 
the same time thrown to Twitz-er, Zan-ti- 
fle, lulled with specious promises, discarded 
Toks the incendiary honza , Lob-kob signed 
a neutrality , and old Fika-kaka was deprived 
of the use of speech .—in a Word, the ill-ce- 
mented confederacy of Strot’s exoteric foes 
fell asunder , and Legion had now no rage 
but the rage of hunger to be appeased But 
the Ximian favourite was still thwarted mbis 
operations behind the curtain , for he had so 
often chopped and changed tlto flgures that 
composed his motion, that they were all of 
different matenals , so wretchedly sorted and 
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BO ill tonedi that, when they came upon the 
scene, they produced nothing but discord 
and disorder « 

The Japanese colony of Fatsissio had been 
settled above a century , and, in the face of 
a thousand dangers and difficulties, raised 
themselves to such consideration, that they 
consumed infinite quantities of the manufac- 
tures of Japan, for which they paid thot^ mo- 
ther country in gold and silver, and precious 
drugs, the produce of their plantations The 
advantages which Japan reaped from this 
traffic with her own colonists, almost equalled 
the amount of what she gained by her com- 
merce with all the other parts of Asia 
Twitz-er, when he managed the finances of 
Japan, had, m bis great wisdom, planned, 
procured and promulgated a law, saddling 
the FatsiBBians witha gnevous tax to answer 
the occasions of the Japanese government , 
an imposition which stnick at the very vitals 
of their constitution, by which they were ex- 
empt from all burdens but such as tliey fitted 
for their own shoulders They raised a 
iniglity clamour at this innovation, in which 
they wore loined by Legion, at that time un- 
(K 1 the influence of Taycho, who, in the qs- 
fcombly of the people, bitterly inveighed 
against the authors and jbettors of suen an 
arbitrary and tyrannical measure Their 
reproach and execration did not stop at 
l\vit7-er, but proceeded, as usual, to Yak- 
strot, who was the general butt at which all 
the arrows of slander, scurrility and abuse, 
were levelled The puppets with which he 
supplied the places of Twitz-er and his as- 
sociates, *iii order to recommend themselves 
to Legion, and perhaps with a view to mor- 
tifv the favourite w^ho had patronised the 
ralsissiUii tax, insisted upon withdrawing 
this imposition, which was according!} abro- 
gstod, to the no small disgrace and contempt 
of the law-givers , but when these new mi- 
nisters were turned out, to make -wav for 
Taycho and Ins friends, the interest ot the 
Fatsissians w^as again abandoned Even the 
orator himself declaimed against them with 
an unembarrassed countenance, after they 
had raised statues to him as t^cir friend and 
patron , and measures were taken to make 
them feci all the severity of an abject depend- 
ence upon the legislature of Japan Finally, 
Gotto-mio acceded to this sjstem, which he 
had formerly approved in conjunction with 
Twitz-er ; and preparations were made for 
using cornpulsoty meabures, should the co- 
lonists refuse to submit with a good g^ace 


The FatEHssiiiiis, far from acquiescing in 
these proceedings, resolved to defend to the 
last extremity those liberties which they had 
hitherto preserved , and, as a proof of their 
independence, agreed among themselves to 
renounce all the superfluities with which 
they had so long been furnished, at a vast 
expense, fVom the manufactures of Japan, 
since that nation had begun to act towards 
them with all the cruelty of a stepmother 
It was amazing to see and to hear how Le- 
gion raved, and slabbered, and snapped his 
multitudinous jaws fn the streets of Meaco, 
when it understood that the Fatsissians were 
determined to live on what their own country 
afforded They were represented and reviled 
as ruffians, barbarians, and unnatural mon- 
sters, who clapped the dagger to Uie breast 
of their indulgent mother, in presuming to 
save themselves the expense of those super- 
fluities, whlch^ by the bye, her cruel imposi- 
tions had left them no money to purchase 
Noth mg was heard in Japan but threats of 
punishing those ungrateful colonists with 
whips and scorpions For this purpose 
troops were asbembled and fleets equipped , 
and the blatant beast yawned with impatient 
expectation of being drenched with the 
blood of its fellow -subjects 

Yak-strot was seized with horror at the 
prospect of such extremities , for, to give the 
devil his due, his disposition was neither ar- 
bitrary nor eruel , but he had been hurried by 
evil counsellors into a tram of false politics, 
the consequences of which he did not foresee 
He now summoned council after council Ur 
deliberate upon conciliatory expedients, but 
found the motley crew so divided by self- 
interest, faction, and mutual rancour, that no 
consibtent plan could be formed , all was 
nonsense, clamour and contradictioif The 
Xiiniaii favourite now wished all his puppets 
at the devil, and secretly cursed the hour in 
which he first undertook the motion He 
even fell sick of chagrin, and resolved in 
good earnest to witii£aw himself entirely 
from the political helm, which he was now 
convinced be had no talent to guide In the 
mean time, he tried to find some temporary 
alleviation to the evils occasioned by Uio 
monstrous incongruity of the members and 
materials that composed his admmistration 
But before any cfibotual measures could be 
taken, his evil genius, ever active, brewed 
up another storm in another quarter, which 
had well nigh swept him and all his projects 
into the gulf of perdition % 


END OP ADVENTURES OF AN ATOM. 




POEMS 


THE TEARS OF SCOTLAND 

WniTTLIf I’F TH® TtKA.ll 1746 

Mitnnv, hapless Caleclonn, nioiiin 
1 hy baiiisliLd peace, tli) laurels turn* 

Thy sons, lor valour long renowned. 

Lie al lUghteicd on ihcir native giound* 

Fh) hospiliblc roots no niuic 
Invite the bti anger to the door , 

In smoky ruins sunk tluy lie, 

I he monuments of eiuelt} 

Ihe wretched owner sees afii 
Ills all beeornc tin prey of war , 

Hethinks him of his babes and wife. 

Then smites his briast and ciirsis life * 

1 h) awains arc tamislud on thi locks, 
Wlure onec they fed then wanton flocks , 

1 h} ravished viiginsshru k in vain , 

1 hy infants perish on the plain 

WiMt boots it then, in eveiv climi. 

Through tfie wide-spreading waste of tijmc, 
i hv matlial glut), clowned with praise. 
Still shone with iindinnniain d 1)la7e ^ 

7 hy towering spiiit now is btokei 
1 hy neek is lu tided to the }oki 
What foreign aims could never quell, 

Uy civil rage and rincour fell 

The I lira! pipe ‘incl merry lay 
No moie shall cheer the hamiy day 
No social seem s of gay delimit 
Ihgnili' the dreary winter night 
No strains but those of sorrow flow. 

And nought b« heard but sounds of woe , 
While the pale phantoms of the slam 
Glide nightly o*er the silent plain 

O baneful cause * O fatal morn * ^ 

Accursed to ages yet unborn * 

7*he sons against their fathers stood, 

The pai ent shed his children’s blood 
Yet, when the rage of bittlc ceased, 
The^,yiclnr’s soul was not appeased 
fhe naked and forlorn must feel 
Devouring flames, and mui tiering steel * 

# m 

The pious mother, doomed to death. 
Forsaken, wanders o’ei tlie heath , 


The bleak wind whistles round her head. 
Her helpless orphans cry for biead 
Bereft of shelter, food, and friend, 

She views the shadt s of night descend , 
And, slretclud bentath tin iiiilemeiit skies. 
Weeps o er her lemicr babes, -—and diet 

While the wai m blood hedt w s my veins, 
And unimpAir’d mm lobrancc leigns. 
Resentment of my country’s fate 
Within niv filial hiiast shall htat, 

And, spitt of her insulting foe, 

IHv svmpHthisiiig VI I St hii ill flow 
^*Moiitn, hapitsb ( ahdonia, mourn 
1 by banished peace, thv laurels torn * 


SONG 

Vo fix her — ’twtre a task as vain 
Fo count the April drops of ram, 

Fo sow in Aliie’s barren soil. 

Or tempests hold within a toil 

I know It, friend, she’s light as atr 
l^aUe as the fowler’s aitful snare , 
Inconstant is the passing wind. 

As wiiiur’s dreaiy frost unkind 

• 

Shi ’s such a misei, too, in love, 

Us joys hIic’II neilhei share nor prove 
Though humiredn of gallants await 
From her viclonous eyes their fate 

Blushing at such mgloi tons reign, 

1 sometimes sti ive to break her chain , 

My reason summon to my aid. 

Resolve no more to be betrayed 

% 

Ah * friend, ’lis but a short-lived trance. 
Dispelled bv one enchanting glance , 

She ni ed hut look, and I confess 
Those looks completely curse or bless 

So soft, so elegant, so fair. 

Sure BOmt thing more than human’s tnere , 
I must submit, tor strife is vain, 

♦Twas destiny that forged the chain 



* 

M poms 


- *' ' 

’ KJ8Ui|Nlt4m.«' * 

' -i.. 

WmiM want 

ftOe, 4 ^ 

Thefte |iio«t arms etinf^ titi$ tite 
To plkfmtpfti IWma tiko dooi 

Cottfd not ^hy hoalrag %iin6k* 

Coaid not tliy BalnUry piH 4^ong W dnyt^ 

For wlftomt to ott» to M m i^ k o n Oy nlock ' 

Thj oorroli dyaggod jtbee liifimgh tke wont of 
WOfB ? 

Oll-dropping Twiok*»litm did not then retain 
Ih\ Htep», though tended by the Cambrian 
iniiida» 

> or the swei t enrirons of Drury->lanc , 

Nor du8t> rimlicoN embowering ehades , 

Nor WliUtha)), by the river’s bank, 

Beset with towel 8 dank , 

Nor whcie the Exchange pours forth i^ii lawn} 

HODS , 

Not where, to mix with offal, soil, and blood, 

Sleep Soow-hdl rolls the sable flood , 

Noi where the Mint's contaminated kennel runs 
111 doth It now beseem, 

I hat thou bhouldst doae and dream, 

When death in mortal armour came, 

A.iid niu^k Kith ruthless dart ibe gentle dame 
Her libVaf hand and sy m path inirigbt east 
Tlu brnic cnation kindly bless *d 
WliertVi she tiod, giimalkiii puii'd around. 
The squeaking pigs her bounty own'd , 

Noi to the waddling duck, oi gambling goose, 
Did bhi glad snstiiianu lefusc , 

The struUing cr ' bhe daily fed. 

And turkc} with his snout so red , 

Of chiifceus cai*eful as the pious hen, 

Nor did sin o^irlooh Uie tomlil or the wren , 
While icdbieast hopp'd btforc her m the hall, 
As d she common mother were of all 

For my distracted mind, 

What eomfoi I can I find ^ 


Tkf gserff linoodS jk of the 

Mde, 

And atreatns in marorars shaU fafUt tfi 

Shine, gnddeti^ ih^ with 

And^ld (g ghcnwl max) Fith liCM mm 

r ^ , 

IdfiMmr with thee Ibi^i^ 

And igod Fdveliy Mb smile ffbia; 

tfthott be nigh, OneFa hatefoaklh; 

And weak the ^lifted arm of Tyrmniy 
The moniing opes on high 
Hlf umrersal eye^ 

Arid oo the woHd doth poar 
His glories In a golden shosser 
Lo ' darkness trembling 'fore the hostile ni> , 
Shrinks to the cavern deep and wood forlorn , 
The brood obscene, that own her gloomy sway, 
1 roop in her rear, and fly the approach of 
morn 

Pale shivering ghbsts, that dread the all-cheer^ 
lug light, 

Quick, as the lightning's flash, glide to sepul- 
chral night 

But whence the gladdening beam 
That pours his puiqile stri am 
O'er the long prospect wide ^ 

1*is mirth I see hei sit, 

In majisty of light. 

With Laughter at her side 
Bright eyed Fancy hovering near. 

Wide waves her glancing wing in air , 

And young Wit flings his pointed dart. 

That guiltless strikes the wiHiiig heart 
Fear not now Affliction's power. 

Fear not now wild Passion’s rage. 

Nor fear ye aught in evil hour. 

Save the tardy hand of Age 
Now Mirth had heard the sopplian* poet's 
prayer. 

No cloud that rides the blast diall sex the 
troubled air 


O best of granuania ' thou art dead and gone, 
\nd 1 am left behind to weep and moan. 

To sing thy dirge in sad funereal lay, ^ 

Oh ' wot IS me ' alack ' and well-a-day ' 


ODE TO MIRTH 

PinavT of joy * heart-easing Mirth * 
Whether of Venus or Amora bom, 

^ \cl goddess sure of heavenly birth 
\ iidt benign a son d* grief forlorn, 

Thj glittering colours gay, 

Around him, Mirth, display 
And o'Ci his raptured sense 
Diffhse th) lit mg influence 
So ahall each hill, m purer green ariay’d 
And flower-ai orued, m new-born beauty glow. 



ODE TO SLEEP 

Soft Sleep, profoundly pleasing power 
Sweet patron^of the peaceful hour, 

O listen from thy calm abode. 

And hither wave tlij magic rod ’ 
Extend thy silent soothing e« ay. 

And charm the danker. Care, away 
Whether thou lov’st fo glide along, 
Attended by an airy throng 
Of gentle dreams and smiles of joy, 
8uq> as adorn the wanton boy , 

Or to the monaroh’s fancy bring 
Delights that better suit a king. 

The glittering host, the groaning plain. 
The clang of arms* and victor's trafn , 
Or should a milder vision please, 

Pt esent the happy scenes of peace , 
Plump autumn, blushing all around. 
Rich Industry* with toil embrowg||j^ 









